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UPFRONT

Welcome to February, my friends!   

When Christy and I decided to do a Black 
History issue at this time last year, we found out 
quickly we knew nothing when it came to the 
struggles of our neighbors, friends, family, co-
workers, and the average Joe who are of a 
different skin color trying to survive in this hate-
filled time in our country, our state, our city. 
How can we be set free of the wrongs done to 
so many African Americans? We tell their story! 
The forgiveness that most, if not all, African 
Americans give us today is remarkable.  

Christy and I choose to hit this issue head 
on and share with you the stories of that dark 
time in our city. We asked four individuals to tell 
their stories in their own words. I titled this 
cover and feature story “Through Their Eyes.”  
With the help of our dear friend, Reverend Vic-
tor Paul, we choose individuals who were living 
here during the times segregation and racism 
were at its peak. I asked Reverend Paul who he 
knew would honestly share their story of living 
life as a black American man or woman sur-
rounded by defeat, struggle, and hopelessness. 
That face on the cover says it all without speak-
ing a word. I wanted a picture of a black person 
who went through hell and back. Christy; 
Chance Franks, my go to cover photographer; 
and I met Mr. Harland “Pony” Chambers at his 
house and this is one image of many we cap-
tured. I believe of the 30 covers I have designed, 
this is the most powerful and impactful one to 
date. You get lost in his face and his eyes and 
it just leaves you speechless.  

I have watched hundreds of shows on the 
History Channel and learned some in school 
about this cloud that covered our country and 
state. I wanted to bring the story home to 
Bartlesville and learn how the times were for a 
young black man or woman growing up here. I 
called on Mrs. Natasha Mitchell to write this 
story. She blew me away with her words.  

When you look at this cover I hope you see 
what I see — a common man with an uncom-
mon strength to bare what he and millions of 
black men and women had to go through just 
to get a Coke; just to watch a movie in any seat, 
not just from the balcony; not be told which 
side of town or neighborhood you can go; 
where you could sit to ride a bus; what water 
fountain you drank out of; what school you 
went to; where you ate your dinner; what door 
you enter in; what parks you took your family to 
on Sundays after church; and just the complete 
hatred we treated our brothers and sisters with 
just because of the color of their skin wasn't the 
same as ours. 

I want to end this Upfront by saying a few 
words about Christy, my wife, my best friend, 
and the love of my life. I have written many sto-
ries about this amazing woman and our love 
story over the years. But for this story, for this 

Upfront, I wanted to share with you what this 
amazing woman means to me and so many 
others. In 1985, my mom and four kids moved 
from Arkansas to Bartlesville, and I had just 
turned 16. My older brother Kevin and I were 
cruising through the McDonalds by Chick-fil-A 
and I looked to my right and there she was —  
Christy Dutcher in her white Jeep Cherokee. I 
made him drive around again because what I 
was seeing and feeling at that split second was 
that I had just seen the most beautiful girl I had 
ever laid my eyes on. I wanted to make sure 
she was real. Let me just say — she was real! 
When we first said hi to each other, and I 
looked in her eyes, everything in my world 
stopped. I was so taken aback by her angelic 
beauty and her innocence. I’m 50 years old, 
and when I look at her today, I have that same 
feeling that just leaves my head spinning, tak-
ing me back to that late summer night, when 
my whole world and life changed. For all who 
say there is no such thing as love at first sight 
... just look at us!  

This July will be 15 years that we have been 
married. Christy, I want you to know that the 
man, the father, and the husband I am today is 
because of you. I truly believe that God puts 
certain people in your life to help change your 
life. You have changed mine! Since that sum-
mer night in 1985, my life has never been the 
same. Christy, I just have to say that you have 
stood by me in my darkest days, months, and 
even years. You believed in me when no one 
else did. I have failed you in every way, but you 
always stood up to the enemy and to many of 
our so-called friends and family to go to battle 
for my life and our marriage. When all hope was 
lost, your faith brought us through. I know there 
were many days you didn't like me very much, 
but you never stopped loving and believing in 
me. You are the reason I stand today. Through 
all the storms we have been through, I find 
myself standing next to you just like we were in 
1985. After all the craziness thrown at us, I 
stand today to say to all who read this, “Love 
Never Fails.” I love you, Christy! God Bless... 

upfront
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THE CHOIR OF MAN 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6

AN AMERICAN IN PARIS 
TUESDAY, MARCH 3

BANDSTAND 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22

Dates & shows  
subject to 
change.

BartlesvilleCommunityCenter.com • 918-337-2787

SHORT SEASON AND SINGLE TICKETS 
NOW AVAILABLE.
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Phillip 
Mba 
Wright
by Kelsey Walker

When Phillip Mba Wright first accepted a job with the 
Boy Scouts of America program 21 years ago, it wasn’t 
for the modest paycheck and part-time hours offered. 
Rather, Wright knew it was an opportunity to give back 
to an organization that meant so much to his family. 

Wright was the second of four children born to Pablo 
Mba, of Africa, and British-American Isabel Wright. He 
was born in Madrid, Spain, while his mother was study-
ing medicine there. After her graduation, she dedicated 
her life to medical mission work. The family traveled 
around the world, from Equatorial Guinea and Liberia, to 
Amsterdam, England, and Russia. 

“We were able to see the world,” Wright recalls. “By 
the time I was 12, I knew four languages. We traveled 
probably 16 years of my lifetime. By the time it was time 
to go to college, we were done traveling.” 

He attended college in Hattiesburg, Mississippi, 
graduating with a degree in architectural engineering. 
Wright planned to pursue a career as an architect, but in 
March 1999, just months from receiving his architect’s 
stamp, the company he worked for faced financial prob-
lems. He started looking for other jobs and found two 
opportunities — one a well-paying career with Pepsi, 
and the other a 20-hours-a-week job with the Boy 
Scouts in Mississippi. 

“I remember calling my parents to tell them about the 
jobs I was looking at,” he recalls. “I remember my dad 
getting on the phone and saying, ‘Son, don’t call this 
house again until you have that Boy Scout job.’ And then 
he hung up.” 

Confused, Wright asked his mother about what had 
just transpired. It was then he learned about his father’s 
history with Boy Scouts. Mba had lost both of his par-
ents at the age of 12. A Scoutmaster invited the 
orphaned boy to join his troop. Mba joined the troop and 
stayed 2 ½ years. 

“In those two years, he learned leadership; he learned 
discipline,” Wright says. “More importantly, there was 
one merit badge called engineering that my dad just fell 
in love with. To the point where, as an adult, he became 
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an aeronautical engineer. It just goes back to Scouting and the 
passion that people have.” 

After telling him the story, Wright’s mother reminded him that 
their family of doctors, engineers, and professors had not done 
anything for Scouting in the years since. Wright knew he needed 
to go to work for the Boy Scouts and give back for all the people 
in his family. He accepted the job. 

But he also knew he would not be able to do a good job 
working just 20 hours a week. So, he approached his boss and 
asked if he could work 40 hours per week, even though he knew 
he could only get paid for 20 hours. Understandably surprised, 
the Scout leader agreed to his request. 

He served the Boy Scouts in Mississippi for 14 years, start-
ing out as a paraprofessional in Scoutreach, where his work 
involved outreach to area youth. In the early 2000s, he started 
a program for at-risk youth who didn’t have a regular Scoutmas-
ter or regular leaders. Of the 12 boys who joined the program, 
only two had a mom and dad at home. Under the leadership of 
Wright and other Scout leaders and supporters, all 12 of the 
boys eventually earned their Eagle Scout award. 

He also served as district executive, district director, and 
field director at the council before being promoted to assistant 
Scout executive of the Chattahoochee Council in Columbus, 
Georgia, in 2013. 

In 2018, Wright was invited to apply for the open Scout 
executive of the Cherokee Area Council in Bartlesville.  

“My wife, Amy, is from Grand Prairie, Texas,” Wright said. “We 
have a beautiful son, DJ, age 9. Part of our motivation was to 
get closer to family.” 

Wright interviewed for the position in September 2018 and 
accepted the job later that same afternoon. He moved to 
Bartlesville that October, and his family joined him in January 
2019. His wife now teaches part-time at Rogers State Univer-
sity, while simultaneously pursuing her doctorate from Harvard 
University. 

“My wife is our rock,” Wright said. 
“If it wasn’t for her, we wouldn’t be in 
Bartlesville, and Bartlesville’s been 
great. We’re just so blessed.” 

The Cherokee Area Council has 
been named a Gold Council for the 
third year in a row, placing it in the 
top four percent of councils in the 
nation. He credits the success of 
the local council to the leadership 
of the local Scouts, as well as staff, 
volunteers, parents, donors, and a 
partnership with the Bartlesville 
Regional United Way. 

“We have such a bond here,” he 
said. “The leadership of our board 
allows us to do some great things 
for our local Scouts. We’re able to 

grow the program and meet the needs of our units, and make 
sure that every child that wants to be in Scouting can be in 
Scouting. It’s a team effort.” 

The program is helping youth, and molding future lives and 
leaders, Wright said. 

 “Scouting is a global program that provides leadership, 
character education, physical fitness, but more importantly, it 
prepares you for life,” Wright said. “In my dad’s case, who 
would have known that one single, simple engineering badge 

would lead to becoming an engi-
neer and having four kids?” 

“I’m so glad I didn’t take the 
Pepsi job. Dad is proud. Mom’s in 
heaven and she’s smiling. Never in 
my wildest dreams did I think I 
would be CEO of a Boy Scout 
council.” 

The 2020 Friends of Scouting 
Annual Patron Dinner featuring 
keynote speaker Gentner Drum-
mond is set for 6:30 p.m. on 
February 27 at the Bartlesville 
Community Center. The event is 
open to the community, but seating 
is by reservation only. For more 
information or to RSVP (by Febru-
ary 20), call 918-336-9170 or email 
diana.wise@scouting.org. Table 
sponsorships are also available.

Phillip Mba Wright with his wife, Amy, and son, DJ.
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IT’S TIME TO GET YOUR GREEN ON! 
11TH ANNUAL SHAMROCK THE ‘VILLE 5K & FUN RUN! 

RUNNERS, WALKERS AND STROLLERS, THIS EVENT IS OPEN FOR EVERYONE!
DON’T MISS OUT! REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN.

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT



Shamrock the Ville
Registration Now Open for the Popular Downtown Run
by Lori Just

Everyone has a little Irish in them when they pull the green 
out of their closets to run at Shamrock the Ville. This year’s 
event is on Saturday, March 7. 

This chip-timed 5K run loops through historic downtown 
Bartlesville and benefits Catholic Charities Mary Martha Out-
reach (CC-MMO), a non-profit that provides necessary items to 
those in need.  

“It’s such pure excitement at the start of the race,” said Misty 
Wishall, CC-MMO director. “It’s an adrenaline rush to see all the 
runners, volunteers, and other members of the community 
dressed to the hilt in their St Patrick’s Day attire. There is a lot 
of excitement going on, and it’s contagious.” 

Awards are given to the top three racers according to their 
age and gender, including youth, overall male and female, and 
best costume. While technically a competition, runners are 
encouraged to have as much fun as they can and go at their 
own pace, with costumes highly encouraged.  

Established over a decade ago, this event has gained pop-
ularity for its entertaining nature. Throughout the morning, lively 
music will be pumping from a DJ and bagpipers. If you are look-
ing for a local way to celebrate this holiday, this might be your 
event.  

“People are filled with excitement and look forward to it year 
after year,” said Wishall. “And since it’s for a great cause, that’s 
just an added bonus. We are always very welcoming of all run-
ners, walkers, and strollers and this is just an all-around, 
fun-filled morning, so people appreciate that!” Avoid the line on race day by attending the pre-party and 

packet pick up at the Haskell Loft on March 5. Registration 
opens at 7:30 a.m. on Saturday, with the race starting at 9:00 
a.m. For the non-runners, there are ways to participate in the 
wee merriment. There is a one-mile fun run starting shortly after 
the race begins, plenty of cheering from the couch, or you can 
opt to volunteer. 

 Services at CC-MMO include a food pantry, clothing center, 
and crisis response. They also provide diapers and haircuts to 
anyone who needs them. This fundraiser is vital to provide sus-
tainability to their mission and to this community.  

 “The need for us here is large,” added Wishall.  “We couldn’t 
do it without this fundraiser, the Bartlesville Regional United Way, 
and our donors.” 

Registration is now open on shamrocktheville.com. The first 
100 registrants receive a special gift in their bag.
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FEATURE

Through Their Eyes
by Natasha Mitchell

As African Americans, our experiences — whether painful 
or delightful — shape us into the people we are destined to 
be. As I’ve listened to the stories of Bartlesville natives Har-
land “Pony” Chambers, Mattie Nash, William Burgess Sr., 
and Jane Morrison Malone during the past several days, I am 
empowered by the vitality and strength of the black American 
experience. Storytelling is our roots and wings. 

Storytelling takes us on a journey that inspires us to learn 
about ourselves and the world around us. It reflects social 
values in a culture that motivate people in their pursuit of a 
meaningful life. The oral and written tradition of storytelling 
makes it possible for a culture to pass knowledge, history, 
and experiences from one generation to the next. Since the 
beginning of time, storytelling has been an important event 
in the African and African American communities. By sharing 
our stories through our eyes, questions are answered, history 
is conveyed, and lifelong lessons are taught and learned. 

In recognition of Black History Month, through their eyes, 
we hear from leading voices who faced segregation and 
later crossed over into integration in Bartlesville.  

Mattie Nash 

Mattie was born 
to the late Irene 
(Nash) Jefferson and 
Buster Nash in 1949 
in Morris, Oklahoma, 
located in Okmulgee 
County. She said 
she moved with her 
family to Bartlesville 
about a year or two 
later.  She has four 
brothers and three 
sisters.  

“We were a close-knit family, and I had a good childhood,” 
she said. “I grew up on Morton, and at that time there were 
a lot of families living there then. We all kind of played 
together, stayed together. We played a lot of baseball.” 

“We rode bikes. Those were some of the things we did 
when I was young. The Westside Community Center used 
to be down on Oak, and sometimes we used to go to the 
Westside Community Center. So, they had snack bars, and 
kids could go and get snacks. They danced. I had a lot of 
fun,” she chuckles at the memories. 
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The eye never forgets what the heart has seen. ~ African Proverb

Although Mattie’s family lived in west Bartlesville, she and 
her sister Johnetta would often walk downtown to check out 
the shops (S.H. Kress five-and-dime store, Green’s and Wool-
worth’s) and go to the Arrow Theater to watch movies. 
Because the facilities were segregated, blacks sat in the bal-
cony to view movies. 

At Woolworth, Mattie said black customers could sit down, 
but had to wait until white customers were served before they 
could place an order from the menu. 

“It happened at a lot of places,” she recalled. “I remember 
when we had a place that we called Tastee-Freez that we 
used to walk to on Sunday afternoons, and they had windows 
that you walked up to put your order in. And when they saw 
it was us, and there were white customers at another window, 
they would go to the whites first. That would happen many 
times.” 

Mattie said once her sister Arnetta and a friend of hers 
went to Tastee-Freez, and they had to wait and wait. When 
they finally got to the window, her sister ordered a lot of food. 
Then they walked away. 

Despite the times, Mattie said she never felt threatened, 
but understood the culture of segregation.  

Mattie attended Douglass Elementary School from kinder-
garten until the sixth grade. After Douglass closed, she went 
to Central Middle School (seventh through ninth grades) and 
finished high school in 1967 at the integrated College High 
School (10th through 12th grades). 

“School was great for me. I never missed,” Mattie said. 
“The worst experience for me was I broke my ankle in the ninth 
grade, and I had to learn how to use crutches to get around 
Central.” 

Mattie also helped her mother’s friend once a week and 
participated in church activities such as Sunday School at 
Greater First Baptist Church. She also worked for Jane 
Phillips Hospital, first working in the dietary department and 
later became a CNA in 1974. By this time, she had three chil-
dren (Donald, Tony and Nicole), continued to work hard, and 
with family support, raised her children as a single mother.  

“I was blessed to work at Jane Phillips Hospital for 37 years, 
often working two jobs [cleaning houses], and I was able to 
see my children finish school and one went to college,” Mattie 
said. “That is certainly a proud accomplishment.” 

Mattie said many of the natives who grew up in west 
Bartlesville and moved away are surprised to see how many 
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of the homes in the area no longer exist when they return to visit 
family or attend the Douglassaires Reunion. 

“There was a fire in 1974,” she said. “I will never forget it — 
on Christmas Eve. It took out a lot of houses then. And I think 
the only houses that was standing on Morton was my mother’s 
house and Mr. King Wooten’s house. Then … Miracle Temple, I 
think, and that’s it. Blocks were destroyed. It was terrible.  

“It was terrible to see the next day. We were trying to get my 
mother to have my sister, Arnetta, to host the family Sunday din-
ner, but she wouldn’t hear of it. The house smelled smoky, but 
she was determined to have that dinner. And we did.” 

Harland “Pony” Chambers 

Pony Chambers, 86, is 
known by many in 
Bartlesville as the first 
black mail carrier, from 
1963 until he retired in 
1978. He was dedicated to 
his job and enjoyed inter-
acting with all the people 
that he encountered.  

Pony’s story about 
growing up in Bartlesville is 
quite colorful. For example, 
he said he obtained his 
nickname “Pony” from a 
man who said he looked 

like the character Yellow Pony from the Dick Tracy comic strip. 
Pony said he never had a nickname until that time.  

He was born in 1933 at home via a midwife to Leroy and 
Gertrude Chambers on North Johnstone. At that time, North 
Johnstone came to a dead-end at the Caney River, and the area 
was known as the Johnstone Bottoms, or just the Bottoms. 
Gratt Rogers, known as the kingpin in the area, lived across the 
street from the Chambers family. Pony lived at the Bottoms 
before the family moved to South Maple. He has six siblings and 
said growing up in Bartlesville was “bad.” 

“Lady, you have no idea just how bad it was,” he said with 
vigor. “There were some things we just couldn’t do. They would-
n’t let us do them — like going to the park or use the swimming 
pool. We made our own park.”  
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Pony said he grew up in a neighborhood with other children. 
There was always time to play, but he made sure to stay close 
to home and away from trouble. In 1951, when Pony was 18 
years old, he went to work at the Burlingame Hotel as a bellboy. 

After he finished high school, he went to school in Topeka, 
Kansas, and then he enlisted in the Army and served in the mil-
itary for two years. When he got back to Bartlesville, most of his 
brothers moved away from home except for his two youngest 
— Larry and Wayne, who later moved to Los Angeles.  

“I went to work at the drugstore in 1955 after I got out of the 
service,” Pony said. “I was out for six months. Ossie Baldwin 
was the one who hired me to work at his drugstore (Baldwin’s 
Rexall Drug, Third and South Keeler).”  

“Earline Thompson’s mother cooked the food, and I would go 
and get the car every day and bring the food to the drugstore. 
When people got there, the food was there because I had to go 
get it. I was the delivery man. 
Couldn’t eat at the counter. Could-
n’t drink pop at the counter. Ice 
cream, pies, sandwiches — Ossie 
had it. It was so many beauty 
shops around that drugstore. It’s 
just what they did in those days.” 

During his postal carrier days, 
he encountered white homeown-
ers who didn’t appreciate the mail 
service he provided, and Pony 

said he endured racial slurs and vicious dogs who chased him 
away from the property. It took Pony some time to adjust to inte-
gration and that things were beginning to change. 

The one tragedy that stuck out the most in Pony’s memory 
was the death of his father, Leroy, and others who died of alco-
hol poisoning in 1964. The incident was reported by the 
Bartlesville Examiner Enterprise. According to Sheriff James L. 
Holt, several men drank methanol (wood) alcohol found in a 
trash heap on North Johnstone, possibly dumped by someone 
from the Gray building fire. It was reported that Leon Jackson 
became blind because of the incident. Elmer Dean Clements 
was confined to the hospital for two days before being released 
without many complications. Lonnie Dooley was not confined 
after drinking only a small amount. 

Despite the tragedy, the family moved forward. Pony married 
Corrine Burgess and had four children — Gwen, Harland “Ron,” 
Brenda, and Steven. Corinne spent her life doing catering and 

domestic work. She later died in 
2017, and son, Harland, died in 
2005. Pony’s mother died at age 94. 

Pony said blacks started 
expanding across the tracks after 
integration.  

“My proudest accomplishment is 
that my kids graduated from school,” 
he said. “They never went to an all-
black school.” 
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William “Bill” Burgess Sr. 

Bill played as the center and defensive lineman on the 1955 
Bartlesville Douglass High School Dragon Gridders football 

team — one of the greatest 
football teams to be inducted 
into the Bartlesville Athletic 
Hall of Fame and the 1955 
Co-State Champion among 
the state’s all-black high 
school league. 

Bill said the induction 
meant much to him and his 
teammates, after having 
grown up in an era where 
race relations were much dif-
ferent than today. 

These days, Bill spends 
quiet days at home with his wife of 60 years, Verna Burgess. He 
recalled the days growing up in Bartlesville after moving here 
from Vinita in 1947, with his mother Maggie and two older sis-
ters, Corinne and Mary. 

 Bill was born in 1939 in Choteau [Brushy Creek], Oklahoma 
to Clarence and Maggie Burgess. His parents separated when 
he was six. 

“Brushy Creek was where many blacks lived after the Land 
Run,” Bill said. “My grandfather had 185 acres, and he was 
listed on the rolls at 19 years old.”  

Bill’s grandfather, Samuel Rider, was a Cherokee Freedman, 
and his grandmother was Creek. His maternal grandfather was 
also Cherokee. 

Bill described his early days of Vinita Public Schools as 
being in one room with kindergarten and first grade combined 

but separated with a divider, and using Big Chief tablets and 
pencils to complete assignments.  

After moving to Bartlesville, his mother did domestic work, 
and Bill learned later he had a half-sister named Sarah, who was 
younger than him.  

“I had a great life, but it was always hard,” Bill said thought-
fully. “We were working people. We always wanted to work and 
help our mother. When I was a senior in high school, I wanted 
to drop out for a year. My mother said, ‘No, we’ll make it. If you 
ever quit, you won’t go back.’ And that was so true. Boy, I thank 
her greatly because out of four of us, two finished high school 
and two didn’t.” 

Bill described school as using a lot of hand-me-downs,   such 
as old textbooks and sports equipment that was donated from 
the white schools, since education at the time was segregated.  

“It was a tough go,” he said. “Even in sports, playing football, 
the black schools were not given money to buy things like 
shoulder pads. It was hand-me-down stuff. Sometimes we 
would play with shoulder pads only. We just made do. I told a 

18     b Monthly | FEBRUARY 2020

SUTTERFIELD FINANCIAL FEATURE



story at the induction about the time when we went to Sand 
Springs, my teammate forgot to put my shoes in a bag. They 
had these big army bags you can place your clothing in, and 
you can still share space with someone else. My shoes were left 
sitting on the bench. I got down to Sand Springs, and I realized 
that I didn’t have any shoes. But the coach said, ‘Man up, I 
didn’t bring you down here to sit. You’ve got to play. If you must 
play in your street shoes … I said, ‘Coach I can’t play in my 
street shoes.’ He said I had to have something and to go over 
to the other team to see if they had an extra pair.  

“I have a big foot — size 12, and they didn’t have any shoes 
for me. But they had some size 14 tennis shoes — those Con-
cords [laughs]. I looked like Bozo the Clown coming out of there 
with those big tennis shoes on. But I played.” 

Bill tried out for the basketball team but was told he played 
football on a basketball court. So, he didn’t do much there. He 
finished his last two years at College High. He tried out for foot-
ball then, but according to him, he realized the extent of his 
poverty. It was a different 
experience than what he had 
at Douglass High School. Pre-
viously, he could work and 
attend football scrimmages. 
But athletics were different at 
College High School. 

“You were presented the 
ultimatum of either playing 
football or working; you could-
n’t do both at College High,” 
Bill said. “So, I chose to work. 
Work was more important for 
me because I had to help my 
mother. Transportation to 
school was left up to you. You 
got to school the best way 

you could. I would get out of 
school at 2 p.m. and worked 
from 3 p.m. until 10 p.m.  I 
would take advantage of the 
study hour to get homework 
done.” 

Bill said he never had many 
problems with others regarding 
racism, because he set the tone 
that commanded respect over 
fighting.  

“Some kids had problems. 
There were always fights,” he 
said. “I never had any problems other than a few words said. I 
always find the good side of things. If a person doesn’t want to 
be bothered, I will leave you alone.” 

Bill said he often worked in the fields during the summer as 
a young man with the Amish  
in Choteau. Because of his 
experience, he said he didn’t 
know what prejudice was until 
he came to Bartlesville. 

After he completed high 
school, he met Verna, and 
they married. They have two 
children — Bill Jr. and Gloria.  

Bill later worked for Phillips 
Petroleum for 38 years, first 
running the five-minute car-
wash at the 4th and Cherokee 
service station. He then 
moved to sales and services 
as an assistant manager and 
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then manager of the service station at Limestone. He was also 
the mechanic and manager of the Phillips 66 Bowling Alley.  

“Phillips was good to me,” he said. “The only holdback was 
my education and what I could do. So, all I’ve ever known is that 
you work, and it didn’t take a rocket scientist to do anything that 
I did.” 

Bill said that this proudest accomplishment is being able to 
take care of and provide for his family.  

“God has been good to me,” he said. “I was able to provide. 
He put people in my path to help me along the way. I never did 
anything spectacular. Whatever I did, I did it to the best of my 
ability. Surviving was all I cared about.” 

Jane Morrison Malone 

Jane Malone has lived in 
Tulsa since 1962, but her 
roots are in Bartlesville. She 
was the first and only black 
student to attend College 
High in 1955. She was born 
in 1938 to Maurice and Mil-
dred Morrison, and she is the 
granddaughter of Henry and 
Ida Morrison, who moved to 
Bartlesville from Kansas. 
Jane’s parents divorced when 
she was four, and she was 
raised by her grandparents. 

The family was the first black family to live on Ninth Street in 
Bartlesville. They also attended Bethel AME Church, and Jane 
went to Douglass School for grades 1-11. While at Douglass, 
she was a cheerleader, a member of the choir and band, and 
Homecoming Queen in 1954. But things started to change. 

“When integration came into being, I went to the white school 
in 1955,” she said. “I lived on the east side of the tracks. I had 

to go to the white school, or my grandparents had to pay a 
transfer fee for me to stay at Douglass. There was no other per-
son of color to go to College High School that year, and it was 
heartbreaking. It was the loneliest year of my life. 

“When my Uncle dropped me off, it seemed like it was the 
longest walk of the century. I had to walk from Hillcrest to the 
front door of the school. The principal was there. I went into his 
office, and he talked to me. He let me enroll, and I attended. It 
was not hostile, but it was not friendly.” 

Jane recalled a time when she was overlooked by a history 
teacher named Ms. Davis who wouldn’t select her when she 
raised her hand in class to answer a question. 

“She would call on people, and you would raise your hand to 
answer the question. At the end of the class, she would say, 

‘folks who won’t say anything means it’s a big fat zero.’ I was 
never called on. So, I went back to one of my teachers at Dou-
glass and told her what was going on. And she said to go to her. 
Stay after class and ask her why she doesn’t call on you. I did 
that and asked her why she didn’t call on me. She said, ‘I never 
see you raise your hand.’ I said, ‘How can you not see my raise 
my hand? I’m the only person of color in this class.’ So, she 
turned red, but then she started calling on me.” 

Jane endured many setbacks at College High, but she grad-
uated with honors in 1956. “My senior year was supposed to 
have been a year to celebrate, but I was unable to attend prom 
because my escort had to be from College High,” Jane said. 
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“What white boy would take me to the prom? I really wanted my 
good Douglas friend Wayne Chambers to escort me. He was a 
great dancer.  I asked the principal if he could bend the rules, 
but I was told there was no exceptions. Rules are rules. So, I 
didn’t go.” 

She said she tried unsuccessfully to obtain employment in 
Bartlesville at businesses ranging from the telephone company 
to a carhop to doing domestic work.  

“I even applied for a secretarial job at Phillips,” Jane said. “I 
took the test, passed it, did an interview, and was told there 
were no jobs available. My uncle worked for City Services and 
said I should apply there. So, I went, did everything and had the 
same result. I couldn’t get a job.” 

She decided to move to St. Paul, Minnesota, and was 
employed as a secretary in the budget department of Reming-
ton Rand Univac for six years. She returned to Bartlesville in 
1962. Still unable to get a job as a secretary, she moved to Tulsa 
and later worked as a legal secretary for Primus C. Wade and 
Robert B. Copeland, and has had different roles since. She is 
currently the executive assistant for the Tulsa Development 
Authority and has served on community boards such as the 
Committee on Administration for the YWCA, the Tulsa Associa-
tion of Legal Assistants, Neighborhood Housing Services, the 
NAACP, Greenwood Chamber of Commerce, and the Oklahoma 
Jazz Hall of Fame. 

It was in Tulsa where Jane thrived not only in her career, but 
also in her neighborhood. She and her husband, the late Elbert 
Malone Jr., a well-known saxophonist, settled into the Cham-
berlain Park neighborhood in North Tulsa. She later had a son, 
Edwin Robert “Hank” Malone, who she calls “her most defining 
moment.” She helped save the Chamberlain Park Recreation 
Center from closure for many years.  

“Each time they were going to close the center, Joe Williams 
and Jack Henderson made sure it was in the budget to have 
some type of funding so that it wouldn’t be shuttered and then 

subsequently demolished,” Jane said in a recent interview with 
TulsaPeople magazine.  

Because of her efforts, the Tulsa City Council early last year 
announced it would honor Jane and her dedication to the 
Chamberlain Park neighborhood by renaming the Chamberlain 
Park Recreation Center the Jane A. Malone Center. She also 
received a Lifetime Achievement Award at the Women of Color 
Expo Tulsa in November 2019, and was named to the 2019 Hall 
of Honor by the 100 Black Men of Tulsa, Inc.  

“It has been such a surprise,” she said. “I’ve always tried to 
help people when I could if they would accept it. Things have a 
way of working out.” 

In Conclusion 

No matter how we got here as African Americans, life’s expe-
riences have left us with memories that only death can erase. 
According to the late Virginia Hamilton, author of The People 
Could Fly, storytelling is the first opportunity for African Ameri-
can to represent ourselves as anything other than property. As 
we tell our stories, it is certainly not our intent to open old 
wounds. We don’t just exist simply by race, but our stories iden-
tify who we are and empowers our families to say, “I am here, 
and I matter.” 
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Plan For Your Financial Future
Sutterfield Financial Group Helps Achieve Financial Goals
by Kelsey Walker

Investing seems like a complicated process. How do I get 
started? What’s the difference between a stock and a bond? 
What’s an ETF? Can I still invest if I’m afraid of taking risks?  

Planning for your financial future is an important step in pro-
viding security and wealth for your family or business, but it 
doesn’t have to be a daunting process. At Sutterfield Financial 
Group Inc., clients receive comprehensive investment services 
designed to help them achieve their financial goals. 

Working with Sutterfield’s financial advisors will ease the 
process of developing an investment strategy. The team of 
investment professionals work alongside each client to assess 
their financial situation, understand their investing options, and 
develop sound investment strategies. Perhaps most importantly, 
Sutterfield advisors will develop a tailor-made investment strat-
egy for each individual client. 

“We discuss each client’s goals and needs, whether it’s 
something to prepare for retirement or something they want to 
frequently take withdrawals from,” says Randall Maggard, 
Investment Division analyst. “And then we’ll determine how 
comfortable they are with risk.” 

Working off a scale from 1 to 10, with 1 being the most con-
servative and 10 being the most aggressive, Sutterfield advisors 
determine each individual’s personal tolerance for risk. Advisors 
will then present an investment path, or model, which leads to 
the development of a personal investment portfolio. The portfo-
lio will be keyed to that client’s specific risk tolerance.  

“With a more conservative portfolio, we focus more on fixed 
income and utilizing bonds,” says Maggard. “With something 
more aggressive, we would focus more on equities or stocks. 
We have a model for each risk level, which the client can cus-
tomize if they want to focus on any certain things.” 

Each model is continuously reviewed by an in-house invest-
ment committee in an effort to maximize return while reducing 
risk in dynamic economic conditions. As the personal situations 
of investors evolve, the Sutterfield team also provides ongoing 
ideas and suggestions to keep strategies on course. 

“I think investment planning is definitely a significant part of 
any successful financial plan,” says Maggard. 

Founded in 1995, Sutterfield Financial Group, Inc. is a com-
prehensive financial services provider based in Bartlesville, 
Oklahoma with advisor affiliates across the United States. 

Sutterfield Financial Group’s mission is to assist clients in 
every aspect of their financial lives. Sutterfield assists individuals 
and families with savings, retirement, education, and estate 
planning strategies. The firm serves small business operators 
with developing plans that best meet their needs relating to tax-
ation, investments, cash flow, and estate planning services. On 
a larger scale, the firm partners with small and large companies 
with the purpose of managing all aspects of financial operations. 

Sutterfield Financial Group is located at 501 E. Fourth Street 
in Bartlesville. For more information, visit www.sutterfieldfinan-
cial.com or call 918-338-2255, or toll free 800-291-5778.
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Kitchen: Mon-Thur 10:30 am-9 pm 
Fri & Sat 10:30 am - 10 pm 

Bar Hours 
Mon - Thu 10:30 am - 10 pm 
Fri & Sat 10:30 am - Midnight

Painted Horse Bar & Grill, 
together with Wolf Creek 
Ranch owners, Mark and 

Kelly Spencer, are proud to 
offer our locally raised, 
guaranteed all natural 
Angus beef products.

Ask about our catering! 
110 SW Frank Phillips Blvd. 

918-336-1100  |  painted-horse.com

Gift, apparel, party! Fine Party Paper products.  
Balloons & custom balloon decor.  

Have an idea, let us help you execute it!  

Gifts for everyone!

222 SE Frank Phillips Blvd• (918) 2143604 
 Mon  Thurs 10:30  2:00 • Fri 10:30  5:30 • Sat until noon



Heart care 
close to home

When it comes to caring for your heart, Ascension Medical Group St. John Heart 
and Vascular Center is close to home, delivering the care you need. Our care 
teams collaborate with our integrated, national network of cardiologists, sharing  
best practices for emergency heart care and advanced treatment options for  
ongoing heart conditions. By taking the time to understand you, we can provide 
the personalized care you need. 

Get the heart care  
that’s right for you at  
ascension.org/stjohnheart

© Ascension 2020. All rights reserved. 

Connected to a national  
network of specialists

Cardiology appointments now available:

• Mollie Bechtelheimer, APRN-C 
• Melissa Colvert, PA-C
• Sharolyn Cook, DO
• Kyla Cowen, APRN-C
• Lindsay Downing, APRN-C
• Andrea Dryden, APRN-C
• Gary Dykstra, DO
• Angela Finney, APRN-C

• Andrew Kurklinsky, MD
• Anderson Mehrle, MD
• Kathryn Marlow, APRN-C
• Megan Renz, APRN-C
• Madison Taylor, PA-C 
• William “Pat” Tinker, MD
• Marla Tournear, PA-C
• Bridget Wyatt, APRN-C



Bartlesville’s local cardiology clinic is starting 
a new chapter in its 30-year history. St. John 
Clinic BlueStem Cardiology is now Ascension 
Medical Group St. John Heart and Vascular 
Center, serving Northeastern Oklahoma and 
Southeastern Kansas. 

BlueStem has been part of Ascension since 2013, 
but the unified name change became official 
last October. You’ll now see signage throughout 
the Ascension St. John facility to reflect the 
integration into the national Ascension ministry.

“The legacy built with 
BlueStem Cardiology will 
continue as Ascension,” 
said William “Pat” Tinker, 
MD, Ascension Medical 
Group St. John Heart and 
Vascular Center. “We look 
forward to combining our 
local medical expertise 
with the knowledge and 
resources of thousands of 
Ascension professionals 
across the country for an 
even greater benefit to our 
patients.”

Honoring the founders.  
On Jan. 8, Ascension Medical Group  
St. John paid tribute to the history of BlueStem 
Cardiology and the patients the clinic has served. 
Dr. Tinker and the late Stan DeFehr, MD, built 
the practice that became BlueStem Cardiology. 
Gary Dykstra, DO, and Anderson Mehrle, MD, 
who joined later, will now lead the group through 
the integration process. 

A heritage of leadership. From the beginning, 
BlueStem led the way in heart care in Bartlesville. 

The group established the first cardiac 
catheterization lab at Jane Phillips Medical 
Center. The clinic participated in many clinical 
trials, including a study for placing heart stents 
without a cardiac surgeon onsite, which allowed 
the procedure to be done here in Bartlesville. 
The BlueStem clinic was also instrumental in 
installing automated external defibrillators 
(AEDs) in the community, and educating the 
public on how to use them.  

“Under the Ascension name, our mission and 
our commitment to the 
community remain the 
same,” said Jason Lepak, 
MD, Ascension Medical 
Group St. John President 
and Clinical Dyad Leader. 

“Patients will still see 
the doctors and care 
teams they know and 
trust, all dedicated to 
providing compassionate, 
personalized care 
to patients and their 
families.” 

Many things patients 
have expected from  

    BlueStem will continue 
under Ascension Medical Group. “The insurance 
we accept, our scheduling process, access 
to our physicians, specialists and hospitals 
will not change,” said Ramona Miller, RN, 
Ascension Medical Group St. John President and 
Administrative Dyad Leader.

“Whether you need a heart health screening, 
emergency heart care, or ongoing heart 
treatment, Ascension Medical Group St. John 
Heart and Vascular Center is here for you.”

BlueStem Cardiology Continues Legacy  
of Heart Care as Ascension

ADVERTORIAL

A plaque commemorates BlueStem’s lasting impact in 
the community. 
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TA X SEASON IS UPON US  
Don’t let the stress and confusion of taxes get to you. TAX with Perspective and let us show you that 

both you and your taxes are more than just a transaction. Receive a discount equal to 20% off of what 
you paid for last years tax preparation when you bring in or mention this ad.   

**Must provide receipt from 2018 tax preparer to receive discount.**  

PHONE: 918-214-8858 

FACEBOOK: /PLANWITHPERSPECTIVE 

ADDRESS: 1740 SE WASHINGTON BLVD STE C 
BARTLESVILLE, OK 

WEBSITE: WWW.PLANWITHPERSPECTIVE.COM

Investment Advisor y ser vices are offered through Perspective Advisors LLC, an Oklahoma Registered Investment Advisor.



With the dawning of the New Year, the Bartlesville Regional 
United Way has good news to share: It has reached its annual 
fundraising goal. 

As a non-profit organization, the United Way relies on dona-
tions to continue doing good works throughout the community. 
The Bartlesville Regional United Way has 13 non-profit member 
agencies, and it funds programs for each of them. The agencies 
include the Salvation Army, Mary Martha Outreach, the West-
side Community Center, and Agape Mission, just to name a few. 

“We’re very happy to have reached our annual fundraising 
goal,” said Lisa Cary, president and CEO of the Bartlesville 
Regional United Way. “We appreciate the generosity of all of our 
donors from throughout the community. 

“We’re very proud of the good works that we do in the com-
munity. But, none of it would be possible without the support of 
those who choose to give to the United Way.” 

The annual fundraising drive represents the United Way’s 
most concerted effort to generate donations. It typically spans 
from early September through the end of December. 

The United Way officially kicked off its latest annual 
fundraiser — for 2019 — during the Bartlesville High School var-
sity football team’s regular season home opener on September 
6 at Custer Stadium. During the game, a wide array of United 
Way-focused messages were conveyed and promotional give-
aways were offered. All of the effort ultimately went toward the 
good of the community. 

The annual fundraising goal for the United Way is always cal-
culated by its board of directors. They work with representatives 
of their member agencies to calculate how much funding they’ll 
need to offer their United Way-funded programs for a given year. 
Once the totals are compiled, the board works with Cary to 
determine the goal. 

A key factor in determining how much funding will be 
needed for the programs of the member agencies is the Com-
munity Investment Committee. The focus of the CIC is to be 
good stewards of the money the public donates to the United 
Way. To that end, individual CICs are assigned to each of the 13 
member agencies of the United Way. They study the programs 
for which the agencies are seeking funding, as well as the met-
rics which note the ways in which the programs are assisting 
those in need. 

After doing its due diligence, the CICs can make recommen-
dations about the level of funding that should be given to the 
member agencies based on the merits of their respective pro-

grams. The final levels of funding that are decided upon prove 
vital in the calculation of a given annual fundraising goal. 

Now that 2020 is upon us, the United Way has begun look-
ing ahead to some of its milestone events. Its annual meeting 
will be held in May, and it will again hold its campaign kickoff 
during the BHS home football opener in September. Then, once 
the latest annual fundraising campaign is underway, the United 
Way will look to the community to help ensure it can continue 
helping those in need. 

The Bartlesville Regional United Way is focused on assisting 
people in three foundational areas of their respective lives — 
education, income, and health. Its member agencies offer serv-
ices to those at all points in their lives, from infancy to late 
adulthood. To learn more about the Bartlesville Regional United 
Way, please visit its website at www.bartlesvilleuw.org. 

When you support the Bartlesville Regional United Way and 
the programs of its 13 non-profit member agencies, you help 
everyone to live better lives. 

Give today. Change our tomorrow. Live United.

Mission Accomplished
Bartlesville Regional United Way Meets Fundraising Goal
by David Austin

The ConocoPhillips Day of Caring Team.
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LET YOUR BUSINESS 
A PART 
OF THE MOST READ
MAGAZINE
IN BARTLESVILLE.

Call Christy or Keith McPhail today  
for advertising opportunities.

918-214-4968 
keith@bartlesvillemonthly.com

Office & Warehouse 
Space Available  
at 3 Locations

bigbuffaloproperties.com
Call or Text 

918-350-0120

3820 SE Kentucky  
(behind Hampton Inn)

5204 Jaqueline Lane  
(south of Homeland on Madison)

505 E. 3rd St  
(Downtown)
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Event Planning, Gift Shop, 
Custom Wreaths, Interior Decorating 

101 SE Frank Phillips Blvd, Bartlesville, Oklahoma 
918-213-5863
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U of A STEM DAY 
9 AM; Bartlesville Public 
Library 
Exciting activities for kids and 
teens 5th grade and up, 
presented by University of 
Arkansas engineering 
students! This "drop-in" 
program is free. Registration is 
preferred but not required.  
 

Parents Night Out 
6 PM; Good Shepherd 
Childhood Center 
Need an evening without the 
kids? Good Shepherd CDC 
gives parents the opportunity 
to take a well-deserved break. 
Go out for a night on the town 
feeling confident that your 
little ones are safe and having 
the time of their lives with their 
favorite Good Shepherd CDC 
teachers.  Cost is $15 per 
child. You do not have to be 
enrolled at our center to come, 
everyone 5th grade and 
younger are welcome. Please 
call ahead to 918-333-1713 
and let us know you are going 
to make it, so we can be sure 
we have enough pizza. 

Wayside Father  
Daughter Dance 
7 PM; Wayside Elementary 

BHS Basketball vs. 
Muskogee 
4 PM; Bruin Fieldhouse (JV/G) 
5 PM; Bruin Fieldhouse (JV/B) 
6:30 PM; Bruin Fieldhouse (V/G) 
8 PM; Bruin Fieldhouse (V/B) 

Monthly Lego Club 
10 AM; Bartlesville Public 
Library 

Hoover Bingo Night 
5 PM; Hoover Elementary 
Bingo Night is our biggest 
fundraiser of the year. Come 
support Hoover's amazing 
students and teachers by 
helping us raise money for 
things like Chromebooks, 
iPads, field trips, classroom/ 
teacher requests and more! 
Enjoy performances by our 
Pre-K and Kindergarten 
students, bid on items in our 
silent auction and play bingo 
to win some great prizes!! Our 
Snack Shack sponsored by 
State Farm- Zac Henderson 
will be open with yummy food 
and drink options. 
 
 

Teens STEM Club 
2:30 PM; Bartlesville Public 
Library 
Joseph Evans of Ambler 
Architects will teach some of 
the basics of architecture to 
teens, as well as talk about a 
few local structures that 
Ambler Architects has 
designed. 
 

Newsboys: Greatness 
of God Tour 
7 PM; Bartlesville Community 
Center 
 

President’s Day:  
No School  
All Bartlesville Public Schools 
 

1

7

FEBRUARY   
CALENDAR  
SPONSORED BY

8 15 

16 

17 
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"Building a Healthy Community

Your Trusted  
Community Partner

During the month of December, mention code “Happy Holidays” when booking 
your complimentary consultation to receive our Special Holiday Pricing. 

1820 Hillcrest Drive, Bartlesville, OK 74006 
918.876.3105   |  www.bartlesvillebraces.comLlon H. Clendenen, DDS MS

CMS Choir Pre-District 
Contest Concert 
7 PM; Madison Middle School 

BHS Basketball vs.  
Tulsa Union 
4 PM; Bruin Fieldhouse (JV/G) 
5 PM; Bruin Fieldhouse (JV/B) 
6:30 PM; Bruin Fieldhouse (V/G) 
8 PM; Bruin Fieldhouse (V/B) 
 

Jewelry Workshop for 

Teens 
2 PM; Bartlesville Public 
Library 
Crafter Shani Snell will lead 
teen guys and girls in creating 
two types of jewelry: Morse 
Code and Mermaid Glass! 
Space is limited so sign up as 
soon as you can. Sign up by 
calling 918-338-4170 

BHS Soccer vs.  

Tulsa Union 
4 PM; Custer Stadium (JV/G) 
5 PM; Custer Stadium (JV/B) 
6 PM; Custer Stadium (V/G) 
8 PM; Custer Stadium (V/B) 
Junior Varsity Boys Soccer vs  
 

Central 5k & Fun Run 
8:30 AM; Central Middle 
School 
Daddy Daughter Dance 

2 PM; Ranch Heights 
Elementary 

Variety Tour 
7 PM; First Wesleyan Church  
We are excited to announce 
the Variety Tour is coming to 
First Wesleyan Church on 
Saturday, February 29, at 7pm 
in the FWC Gym. Cost is only 
$5 at the door. Doors open at 
6:30pm.  
Seventh Day Slumber, Steven 
Malcom and Stars Go Dim will 
be performing for our Youth 
Weekend.  
 

Bruin Classic  

Basketball Tournament 
Times Vary; Bartlesville High 
School 

FWC Leap Youth  

Weekend 
Times Vary; First Wesleyan 
Church 
Join us for youth weekend. 
Theme is Leap since it’s on 
Leap Day and will be talking 
about taking a Leap in your 
faith. Through the weekend 
students will earn coins by 
winning games or doing 
something cool. We are going 
to have vending machines 
with a bunch of candy with 
paper on them. if you get a 
certain candy wrapper you  
win a big prize. The only way 
to use vending machine  
is by the coins you earn. 
Times are February 28,  
6-11pm, and February 29, 
10am-10pm. Cost is $25 and 
includes games, challenges. 
prizes, guest speakers, 
worship, concert,and more. 
Bands include Steven 
Malcolm, Stars Go Dim, and 
Seventh Day Slumber. 

18 

22 

28 

29 

Feb 22-23 

Feb 28-29 
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“Friendly dealers, great showroom and vehicles, very accommodating. Really appreciate  
being called by name.” — Matt from Wichita, KS

Hwy 75 in Bartlesville • (918)333-8010 • gopatriotauto.com

Sat, Feb 1 

6 PM 

St. John’s Catholic School  
Annual Gala 
St. John Catholic School 

816 S Keeler Ave. 

Guests will enjoy games, dinner, live auc-
tion, and music. In addition, there will be 
a cash bar and a wine pull. This benefit is 
a special time for celebrating and honor-
ing St. John Catholic School families, 
patrons, and community members. Tick-
ets are $75/person. 

Sun, Feb 2 

5 PM 

Super Bowl Party 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

Mon, Feb 3 

10 AM 

Elder Care Open House Tour 
Elder Care 

1223 Swan Dr. 

Learn about Elder Care’s many programs 
that help mature adults to live happy, 
healthy, independent lives. Take a guided 
tour of Elder Care. 
 

7 PM 

Bartlesville Astronomical Society 
Monthly Meeting 
Bartlesville Public Library 

600 S Johnstone Ave. 

Tue, Feb 4 

12 PM 

Cooking with Susan Miller 
Bartlesville Public Library 

600 S Johnstone Ave. 

Come the Bartlesville Public Library us 
as Susan Miller demonstrates her cook-
ing techniques. These classes are free 
and open to the public for all ages. 

Thu, Feb 6 

1:30 PM 

Nutrition & Herb Study Group 
Hopestone Cancer Support Center 

206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

Study the uses, both medical & everyday, 
of different herbs and good nutritional 
practices. 

2 & 6 PM 

Wire-Wrapped Jewelry Class 
Bartlesville Public Library 

600 S Johnstone Ave. 

Livi Diaz will demonstrate the ancient 
craft of wire wrapped jewelry. The pro-
gram will also be available at 6 p.m. 

5 PM 

Business After Hours 
Richard Kane YMCA 

101 N Osage Ave. 

 

 

 

 

 

6 PM 

Senior Steer Roping Association 
Winter Series 
Osage County Fairgrounds 

320 Skyline Drive, Pawhuska 

For information, call 918-693-9914 or 
918-671-1092. 

6:30 PM 

Women’s Rights from a Man’s 
Point of View: Joe Williams 
Bartlesville Public Library 

600 S Johnstone Ave. 

Join the Bartlesville Public Library for 
guest Joe Williams, journalist, author, 
traveler, and dynamic speaker.  The pro-
gram will be held in 2nd floor meeting 
room. It is a free event and the public is 
welcome. 

7 PM 

Stray Kats Night 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

7:30 PM 

Broadway in Bartlesville presents 
The Choir of Man 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd. 

The runaway hit of numerous music fes-
tivals is hitting the road for its first U.S. 
tour! Known across the globe as “the 
ultimate-feel good show, ” THE CHOIR 
OF MAN offers up 90 minutes of indis-
putable joy! It’s a party. It’s a concert. It’s 
a pint-filled good time set in a working 
that combines hair-raising harmonies, 
high-energy dance, and live percussion 
with foot-stomping choreography. 

Fri, Feb 7 

9 AM 

Caregiver’s Support Group 
Hopestone Cancer Treatment Center 

206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

All Caregivers are welcome. 

7 PM 

Movie Night Showing of The  
Notebook 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

Sat, Feb 8 

6 PM 

18th Annual All That Jazz benefit 
for Westside Community Center 
Hillcrest Country Club 

1901 Price Rd. 

All That Jazz features delicious food, epic 
raffle prizes, and live music that gets 
everyone on the dance floor. The 
fundraiser benefits Westside Community 
Center programs Peaceful Warriors, 
Work Ethics W.E. Pro$per, and CASH 
After School Program. Tickets are $100 
per person. For more information, visit 
the Westside Community Center website 
at www.wccbville.org. 

6:30 PM 

Bartlesville KLIFE Banquet 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd. 

A dinner, along with live & silent auctions. 
The event is a celebration of the Lord’s 
continued faithfulness to this ministry. All 
proceeds benefit Bartlesville KLIFE. 
 

FEBRUARY EVENTS CALENDAR 
Know of an upcoming event you would like to see on our calendar? Visit us at www.bartlesvillemonthly.com to submit a free listing!
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918-876-4390

Located in the Eastland ShoppingCenter 
Monday - Friday 10am-6pm 

Saturday 10am-4pm • Closed Sundays

Sun, Feb 9 

3 PM 

Harps & Chords presented by  
the BCCA 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd. 

Harps & Chords is an emerging new duo 
from New York City featuring Harpist 
Jacqueline Kerrod and Vocalist Daisy 
Press. Performing contemporary and 
popular music from various decades, 
they have created a strong following for 
their intimate yet energetic perform-
ances. 

Tue, Feb 11 

5:30 PM 

Women’s Cancer Support Group 
Hopestone Cancer Support Center 

206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

For all women currently in treatment, 
newly diagnosed, & all survivors. Join us 
to receive support from those who have 
been on a similar journey, make friends, 
& share ideas. Build lasting friendships & 
meaningful relationships. The second & 
fourth Tuesday of each month. 

Thu, Feb 13 

12 PM 

Cooking Around the World with 
Chef Sandy 
Bartlesville Public Library 

600 S Johnstone Ave. 

6 PM 

ADPA Parkinson’s Caregivers  
Support Group 
JPMC Lower Level Classroom 

3500 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

These monthly meetings provide infor-
mation on Parkinson’s & various 
considerations regarding dealing with the 
effects from the disease from a care-
giver’s perspective. 

Fri, Feb 14 

All Day 
Singing Valentines 
Bartlesville & Dewey area 

Oklahoma Wesleyan University will be 
delivering Singing Valentines all day on 
Valentine’s Day. Please call by Wednes-
day, February 12 at 5 p.m. to RSVP for a 
delivery. Limited spots are available. Dig-
ital singing Valentines are also available. 
Costs range between $15-35, depending 
on location & extras. Call 918-335-6889 
or email jcunningham@okwu.edu to 
reserve your Valentine! 

5:30 & 7:30 PM 
Valentine Dinners in the Lodge 
Woolaroc Museum & Wildlife Preserve 

1925 Woolaroc Ranch Road 

This tradition started 14 years ago and 
has grown into one of the area’s most 
popular Valentine events. Guests arrive 
to see the Lodge home outlined in white 
lights, you pull up to valet parking, enter 
the Lodge home to music playing, and 
then enjoy an evening of good food, 
good friendship and a very special time 
in a very special place. Truly, you can 
close your eyes and envision yourself 
back in 1935, enjoying a toast with Uncle 
Frank, Aunt Jane, and their friends. Call 
918-336-0307, Ext. 10 or 11 for addi-
tional information. 

7 PM 

Murder Mystery Dinner Theatre 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

Sat, Feb 15 

5:30 & 7:30 PM 
Valentine Dinners in the Lodge 
Woolaroc Museum & Wildlife Preserve 

1925 Woolaroc Ranch Road 

See February 14 event for information. 

6:30 PM 

Trivia Night benefitting the  
Green Country Free Clinic 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd. 

The event will include BBQ, one/beer, a 
silent auction, prizes & more! To reserve 
a table or sponsor the event, call Cindy 
at 918-914-3874. 

7 PM 

Murder Mystery Dinner Theatre 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

 

 

 

Sun, Feb 16 

7 PM 

Newsboys United: Greatness  
of God Tour 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd. 

Tickets range from $27-80, with addi-
tional VIP add-on packages. 

Mon, Feb 17 

6:30 PM 

Bartian Youth Astronomers  
Meeting 
Our Savior Lutheran Church 

300 Madison Blvd. 

Tue, Feb 18 

7:30 AM 

Governor’s Prayer Breakfast 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd. 

For more information, call 918-914-9808. 

Wed, Feb 19 

10 AM 

Intermediate/Advanced  
Watercolor Class 
Bartlesville Art Association 

500 S Dewey Ave. 

Any watercolorist wanting to improve 
their painting skills will enjoy this class 
taught by Jim Buchan, who is President 
of Green Country Watercolor Society and 
enjoys teaching and painting watercolor 
at GCWS, Hobby Lobby, and BAA. Cost 
is $18 per person. 

Thu, Feb 20 

1 PM 

Wellness Phone Apps Class 
Bartlesville Public Library 

600 S Johnstone Ave. 

1:30 PM 

Nutrition & Herb Study Group 
Hopestone Cancer Support Center 

206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

See January 2 event for information. 

5 PM 

Youth Bowl for Kids Sake 
Red Apple Bowling Center 

1414 SE Washington Blvd. 

Youth in grades 6 thru 12 are invited to 
participate. Sign up at your school. Join 
the fun and enjoy two games of bowling, 
pizza, door prizes and more! Your partic-
ipation in raising money for Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of Oklahoma helps other 
youth in our community. This event is Big 
Brothers Big Sisters’ largest and most 
important annual fundraiser. 

Parkinson’s Support Group 
Elder Care 

1223 Swan Dr. 

Open to those with Parkinson’s disease 
& their families. Guest speakers, break-
out sessions & socialization. Call 
918-336-8500 for info. 

6 PM 

Senior Steer Roping Association 
Winter Series 
Osage County Fairgrounds 

320 Skyline Drive, Pawhuska 

See February 6 event for information. 

Fri, Feb 21 

9 AM 

Wee-Cycle Kids Consignment Sale 
Washington County Fairgrounds 

1109 N Delaware St., Dewey 

Shop this HUGE Sale! High quality items 
with BIG discounts. Clothing, baby 
needs, furniture, books & toys! 9am-7pm. 
FREE admission. 

7 PM 

Open Mic Improv Night 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVENTS CALENDAR
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Sat, Feb 22 

9 AM 

Dewey T-Ball, Baseball & Softball 
Registration 
Dewey Public Schools Cafeteria 

1 Bulldogger Road, Dewey 

Registration for children 3 1/2 years old 
through 12 years of age to play Pee-Wee, 
T-Ball, Softball or Baseball. This is NOT 
for any competitive teams. 

 

Wee-Cycle Kids Consignment Sale 
Washington County Fairgrounds 

1109 N Delaware St., Dewey 

See February 21 event for information. 

6:30 PM 

Mardi Gras benefitting  
Martha’s Task 
Father Lynch Hall 

8th Street & Keeler Ave. 

Enjoy dinner, dancing to the music of 
Zodiac, drinks, and an auction at this 
popular Mardi Gras fundraiser benefiting 
Martha's Task! Tickets are available for 
$60 per person. 

8 PM 

Dance Party with Infinity 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

Tue, Feb 25 

5:30 PM 

Women’s Cancer Support Group 
Hopestone Cancer Support Center 

206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

See February 11 event for information. 

6 PM 

Scrapbooking Club Meeting 
Bartlesville Public Library 

600 S Johnstone Ave. 

Wed, Feb 26 

8 AM 

Washington County Livestock 
Show 
Washington County Fairgrounds 

1109 N Delaware St., Dewey 

Thu, Feb 27 

8 AM 

Washington County Livestock 
Show 
Washington County Fairgrounds 

1109 N Delaware St., Dewey 

 

 

 

5:30 PM 

Golden Hour 
Elder Care 

1223 Swan Dr. 

Golden Hour is a free social night with 
live entertainment, food and beverages 
held the fourth Thursday of each month. 
The event is open to anyone in the com-
munity over the age of 60. It lasts for one 
hour, and no RSVP is required but you 
may call 918-336-8500. 

Fri, Feb 28 

8 AM 

Washington County Livestock 
Show 
Washington County Fairgrounds 

1109 N Delaware St., Dewey 

6 PM 

Live Music with the Mason 
Williams Duo 
Solo Club 

408 E 2nd St. 

TBA 

Dinner and Music 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

9 PM 

Live Music with Zodiac  
Cherokee Casino Ramona 

31501 US Hwy 75, Ramona 

Sat, Feb 29 

8 AM 

Washington County Livestock 
Show 
Washington County Fairgrounds 

1109 N Delaware St., Dewey 

8:30 AM 

Central Classic Annual 5K & 
1-Mile Fun Run 
Earl Sears Park 

Adams & Cherokee 

The event is a fundraiser for Central Mid-
dle School. Registration for 5K is $30 
and $15 for the 1-mile fun run. 

7 PM 

Poetry Night 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30 PM 

Leaps and Bounds presented by 
Bartlesville Symphony Orchestra 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd. 

Get your rhythm, find your beat, put on 
your dancing shoes, and jump into Leap 
Day! Spectacular symphonic dance 
music of all sorts is in store—from 
Stravinsky to Richard Rodgers. Oh, and 
probably a little Tchaikovsky too. Don’t 
jump to conclusions—be prepared to be 
surprised!
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RECURRING EVENTS

MONDAY 

9 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

10 AM 

Citizenship Class 
Bartlesville Public Library 

4:30 PM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

5 PM 

Vinyasa Yoga 
2nd Street Flat 

5:30 PM 

Spanish Class 
Bartlesville Public Library 

TUESDAY 

8 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

9:30 AM 

Gentle Yoga & Meditation 
Bliss Studio 

10 AM 

Fine Art Class 
BAA Price Tower Design Center 

Caregiver Support Group 
Elder Care 

6 PM 

Prana Vinyasa Flow Yoga 
Hillcrest Country Club 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

7 PM 

Tuesday Trivia 
Painted Horse Bar & Grill 

Darts 
Solo Club 

WEDNESDAY 

9 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

9 AM 

Tapestry Weaving Class 
Price Tower Design Center 

10 AM 

Babies & Toddlers Storytime 
Bartlesville Public Library 

11 AM 

Preschooler Storytime 
Bartlesville Public Library 

1 PM 

Open Studio 
Price Tower Design Center 

4:30 PM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

6 PM 

REFIT 
Bartlesville Public Library 

Vinyasa Yoga 
2nd Street Flat 

Citizenship Class 
Bartlesville Public Library 

THURSDAY 

8 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

9:30 AM 

Prana Vinyasa Flow Yoga 
Bartleville Civic Ballet Studio 

Gentle Yoga & Meditation 
Bliss Studio 

10 AM 

Babies & Toddlers Storytime 
Bartlesville Public Library 

ESL Conversion Class 
Bartlesville Public Library 

WW Wellness Workshop 
Bartlesville Community Center 

11 AM 

Preschooler Storytime 
Bartlesville Public Library 

1 PM 

Beginning Watercolor Art Class 
Price Tower Design Center 

5:30 PM 

WW Wellness Workshop 
Bartlesville Community Center 

6 PM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

7 PM 

Nightshift Karaoke 
Osage Casino 
 
 

9 PM 

Angelo’s Karaoke (21+) 
Angelo’s Tavern 

FRIDAY 

5:30 AM 

Power Yoga & Meditation 
Bliss Studio 

9 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

10 AM 

Fine Art Class 
Price Tower Design Center 

11 AM 

Power Yoga & Meditation 
Bliss Studio 

12 PM 

Eat Healthy, Be Active 
Bartlesville Public Library 

9 PM 
Live Music 
Solo Club 

9 PM 
Live Music 
Osage Casino 

SATURDAY 

8 AM 

Bartlesville Farmers Market 
Frank Phillips Park 

8:30 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

10 AM 

Bartlesville Artisan Market 
Washington Park Mall 

WCSPCA Adoption Event 
Petco 

Gentle Yoga & Meditation 
Bliss Studio 

7 PM 

Gentle Stretch Yoga 
2nd Street Flat 

SUNDAY 

7 PM 

Gentle Stretch Yoga 
2nd Street Flat

RECURRING 
E V E N T S

2nd Street Flat 
118 A W. 2nd St.

Angelo’s Tavern 
130 S. Cherokee Ave.

Bartlesville Art Association 
Price Tower Design Center 
500 S. Dewey Ave.

Bartlesville Artisan Market 
Washington Park Mall 
2350 SE Washington Blvd.

Bartlesville Public Library 
600 S. Johnstone Ave.

Bliss Studio 
319 S. Dewey Ave.

Elder Care 
1223 Swan Dr.

Osage Casino 
222 Allen Road

Painted Horse Bar & Grille 
110 SW Frank Phillips Blvd.

Solo Club 
408 E. 2nd St.

Bartlesville Weight Watchers 
Bartlesville Community Center 
300 SE Adams Blvd.

Bartlesville Yoga 
MON/THURS: Bartlesville 
Civic Ballet Studio, 110 W. 2nd 
TUES: Hillcrest Country Club, 
1901 Price Road

Upper Room Noon  
Worship Service 
Johnstone/Sare Bldg. - 3rd Floor

purchase tickets today!
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Do you need to schedule 

an appointment after 5?  

 Now you can!

Same-day appointments  

accepted until 7 pm* 

Walk-ins still accepted 

918-331-9979 

providers 

WILLIAM W. DAVITO, DO 

MARK D. ERHARDT, DO 

DANIEL J. HOLDMAN, MD 

ELIZABETH R. SHERROCK, MD 

DONALD R. SIMMONS, MD 

MICHAEL RYAN VACLAW, MD 

JANICE L. SHIPPY APRN, DNP 

AMANDA GUTIERREZ, LPC

*Mon - Thur only

Since 1999

primarycareassociatesbartlesville.com
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ONCE UPON A TIME

Sometimes it’s easy to drive right by a person or place if you 
pass them every day on your way to work or on the way to the 
grocery store. But sometimes people or places are not so easy 
to ignore. I can’t recall the day I first noticed the well-dressed 
older gentleman sitting on the front porch of his modest home 
on Adams Blvd near Virginia Avenue nor did I have any idea how 
his life would intertwine with my own.  

I’d watched him for years as I drove back and forth on 
Adams Blvd to our home west of town. Ossie Stanford Grim-
mett waved at everyone and everyone waved back. It wasn’t 
long before I was waving at him as well and the habit continued 
for the nearly fifteen years we called rural Bartlesville home. One 
Saturday, after I’d begun writing for the local newspaper, I could 
stand it no longer as we neared the old gentleman’s home and 
I literally screamed out for my husband to stop the car and pull 
up to the side of his home.  

Of course, I didn’t know his name then, but it didn’t take long 
for us to become acquainted. We visited that day for quite a 
while, and I asked him if I could write about him in my newspa-
per column and he bluntly replied in the negative. I accepted his 
decision that day but didn’t give up. I stopped frequently by 
myself and sat with him on his porch as we calmly discussed 
old times and the events of the day and time moved on.  

One sunny afternoon I finally warmed up enough to ask my 
friend I had dubbed the “Ambassador of Adams Blvd” if I could 
just take his picture and he said no again. I laughed and teased 
him that I knew he wouldn’t break my camera and I did some-
thing really stupid. When there was no traffic coming, I walked 
out into the middle of Adams Blvd and told him I was going to 
stand there until he let me take his picture. When the traffic 
picked up, I found myself stuck in the middle of it all with Mr. 
Grimmett yelling out to me to “get out of that street.” When he 
finally agreed I got out of the street and all was well. After that, I 

called him Daddy Grimmett.  

I brought food to him and 
took him grocery shopping and 
to the post office when the 
weather was too cold for him 
to walk and I sat in his living 
room as he showed me old 

photos and told me the story of his life. How he’d shined shoes 
and farmed and had done just a little bit of everything including 
raising a family. But now he was alone except for the hundreds 
of people who drove by him every day and gave him the waving 
salute in the air he’d come to expect in return.  

It finally got to where I worried about him when we’d go out 
of town, but he always insisted he’d be alright. He loved waving 

at the firemen and the police officers on patrol and considered 
them friends as well. So, one Thanksgiving, when I knew we 
were going to be in Texas with our son, I called the friendly fire-
men at the downtown station and asked if they would grant me 
a favor. They cheerfully agreed to deliver Daddy Grimmett’s 
Thanksgiving meal via fire truck, and I left for Texas happy.  

Upon returning I learned that the gentle man I had nick-
named the “Ambassador of Adams Blvd” had passed away. It 
was a shock to my system, and I couldn’t drive by his house for 
ages. But, it’s good to know there were people like Ossie Grim-
mett in this world and it’s nice to think there always will be. At 
least I hope there will.  

Ossie Stanford Grimmett
‘Ambassador of Adams Blvd’ Made a Lasting Impression
by Rita Thurman Barnes



Have Questions? Contact Matt at 918.331.3320 or Matthew.Songer@TriCountyTech.edu
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Talk to your high school counselor or visit TriCountyTech.edu

Tri County Tech does not discriminate on the basis of religion, race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in its programs and activities. The following person has been 
designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies: Tara Stevens, Compliance Of昀cer, 6101 Nowata Road, Bartlesville, OK, Tara.Stevens@TriCountyTech.edu

P R O G R A M S

Students can jump-start their success with FREE certifications and high school credit earned 
at Tri County Tech. Students can complete a one-year certification or a two-year diploma.

“Tri County Tech has opened up a whole new world of opportunity for me.”
Jaggert D. | Graduated Tri County Tech Student

Students should talk to their school counselor to see how Tri County Tech could be the 
foundation for their future success when entering the workforce or continuing their education.



In an effort to bolster the efforts of 
Bartlesville’s active social service and 
philanthropic community, a group of con-
cerned citizens decided to create a new 
501(c)(3) organization two years ago 
designed to meet the needs of disadvan-
taged individuals in our community who 
may be falling through the cracks. They 
felt that some segments of our commu-
nity — for whatever reason — weren’t 
always able or willing to take advantage 
of our more established social service 
community.  That was the birth of Com-
munity Caring Corporation (CCC).  

CCC’s mission statement is to: 
Develop programs to improve the needs 
of seniors, youth, and others. CCC’s 
vision statement is to: Address the needs 
of the most vulnerable in our community 
by providing meals, educational opportu-
nities, and social activities. 

Presently, CCC’s efforts center 
around four areas they call Friendship 
Feast, Community Garden, Senior Con-
nection, and Youth Connection. All 
services provided by CCC are currently 
housed at Greater First Baptist Church of 
Bartlesville. 

The goal of Friendship Feast is to fur-
nish free, healthy, fresh, and nutritional 
meals to anyone in the community who 
is hungry. Currently, meals are provided 
each Wednesday evening from 5:15 to 
6:30, and each 2nd and 4th Tuesday 
from noon to 1:30 pm, CCC has the goal 
of adding additional meal times through 

the increase of their volunteer base and 
financial contributions. 

The Senior Connection provides edu-
cational resources such as information 
regarding taxes, insurance, budgets, 
medical issues, and estate planning for 
individuals aged 55 and up. It also pro-
motes social activities, such as arts and 
crafts, bingo, cards and other table 
games, plus healthy meals. 

The Youth Connection provides vari-
ous educational opportunities throughout 
the year, but its primary goal is to send 
disadvantaged children and youth to 
summer camp. Any financial sponsorship 
or volunteers are appreciated. 

The final segment of CCC is their 
Community Garden. This program’s goal 
is to educate youth on how to prepare, 
plant, cultivate, and harvest vegetables. 
Community Garden also provide fresh 
vegetables to the elderly and others in the 
community. Much of the produce raised is 
also used in the Friendship Feast.  

Any interested volunteers or financial 
contributors may contact CCC by email at 
communitycaringcorporation@gmail.com, 
visit them at  216 SW 10th Street, or call 
918-332-5204. Anyone interested in 
making a tax-deductible donation is 
asked to send it to Community Caring 
Corporation, PO Box 1073, Bartlesville, 
OK 74005. 

Giving Hope to the Vulnerable
by Rev. Victor Paul

Community Caring Corporation Serving Bartlesville
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GIVING HOPE



Cowboy & Class Converge
Osage County’s Ora Brown 
Stands Out in a Crowd
by Kelly Bland

Much like a character from Will James’ The American Cow-
boy, Ora Brown, Jr. appears in the pastures of Osage County 
like a legend of yesteryear.  I remember the first time I saw him, 
in Grill 125 in Pawhuska.  His tall, long-legged silhouette leaning 
against the bar, buttoned-to-the-top starched shirt and tie, and 
his unmistakable “lid” said cowboy from first glance — but not 
just any cowboy.  This one has a presence about him — just a 
little something special that is anything but common.  It may be 
his self-respect, or possibly his outlook on life, that seems to 
permeate the atmosphere; but whatever it is, Ora Brown stands 
out in a crowd. 

Born into a family with a Church of the Living God pastor for 
a mother and a top hand, well-known cowboy for a father, Ora 
remembers his mamma being devout about church attendance, 
while his father was a little more passionate about taking on the 
challenge in the roping arena on Sundays.  Ora’s father passed 
away when he was six years old, but Ora Brown, Sr. left quite 
an impression on his young son.  True to his father’s calling, Ora 
taught himself how to ride and rope, and has made quite a 
name for himself in Osage County and across several states.  
This due to Ora, in his younger years, “gypsy-ing around” (his 
words) a bit, working on different ranches from Texas to Arizona 
and then back to Oklahoma.  Between time at OSU and Claren-
don College, Ora earned his degree in Ranch and Feed Lot 
Operation, and has made a well-respected name for himself on 
ranches such as the G Bar and the Drummond Ranches. He 
lists among his mentors, Dean Wood and Lee Sellers. 

Recently,  his cowboy skills have contributed to Ora being 
recruited to wrangle horses on a movie set down in Georgia.  He 

admits he is interested in possibly getting his feet wet as a 
stuntman.  It may be that this love of adventure came from his 
seven-year military service in the 82nd Airborne that had him 
propelling out of helicopters, but I felt led to mention to him that 
this story was beginning to sound much like what had hap-
pened to Ben Johnson, Jr. back in the day.  It could be that we 
have another Osage County cowboy star in the making! 

Either way, Osage County will always claim Ora as its own, 
and Ora admits to feeling the same way about Osage County.   

“It’s God’s country,” he said about the Osage.  “You feel it in 
your soul.”   

In reflecting on his travels, when amongst the ranching world, 
Ora finds it remarkable that Osage County is renowned for its 
grass, its people, its cowboys, and its good way of life.  But also, 
Osage County is renowned to Ora as the place where he met 
the love of his life and married the first girl he ever kissed.  “I 
would drink her milk for her at school so she could go to recess 
and play with me when we were in the first grade,” he remem-
bered.  “She is the best thing that’s ever happened to me,” he 
said of his wife, Blakelea Brown. 

During our hour-long visit, I asked Ora his thoughts on many 
things from cowboying to Christianity; but I also asked him what 
Black History Month meant to him.  He said he felt along the 
lines of what Morgan Freeman had recently commented about, 
feeling Black History Month turns the focus to the color of the 
skin rather than to the overall history. 

“I’ve never experienced racism in Osage County — not that I 
can remember,” he said.  Ora believes we just need to celebrate 
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people, in general, and not just because someone is black.  He 
noted, “We don’t have White History Month.  Why have a history 
focused solely on the color of the skin?”  He said he was more 
interested in the focus being on American History because we 
are all Americans — and celebrating that history every day. 

Now, at this point in our conversation, Ora’s raising by a 
preaching mother began to rise to the occasion — and I loved 
every minute of it — because it was good, it was positive, and 
it was well thought out.  “Do you want to play the victim or go 
on to be legendary?” he asked, in reflection on history — black, 
white, or other.  I believe I would have seen a twinkle in his eye 
and a slightly upturned smile as he said this if we had been 
face-to-face during this interview.  But since I was in Omaha at 
the time, I pictured it being there all the same.   

In winding down our interview, I 
asked Ora to give a few recommenda-
tions to our tourists.  Ora is known for 
being quite the snazzy dresser, so I 
asked him where he buys his hats.  Ora 
buys his hats from Joey Lee at Osage 
Outfitters, on Kihekah Ave. in 
Pawhuska and he collaborates with 
Joey on the shape.  Stop by Osage 
Outfitters and tell them you want an 

“Ora Brown Style” hat and I bet they 
can fix you up! 

For the best dining, Ora said, “Ree’s 
place [The Mercantile] is my favorite.  

She cooks some pretty good food!”  He also gave Bad Brad’s 
BBQ a shout out. 

When I asked him for a “Can’t Miss” spot in the county, he 
said, “You’ve got to see the Tallgrass Prairie and the bison or 
Tim Drummond’s mustangs.”  At first my mind went to cars, but 
then I jumped track and caught up to him — horses.  😉 

     And lastly, I asked him where he thought the most scenic 
spot in the county was located.  “West of Pawhuska on the 
Drummond Ranch,” was his answer. “There’s just something 
about that bluestem grass waving in the wind on those rolling 
hills with views almost to Kansas.” 

When we were done, I hung up the phone impressed with Mr. 
Brown.  He has a positive outlook, an energetic personality, and a 

very grounded perspective.  Put all that 
together with passionate convictions, 
tons of talent, and a good horse — and 
you’ve got one of Osage County’s best 
right there.  Ora, thanks for the genuine 
visit — and if the movie industry recog-
nizes what I see in you, there’s no telling 
where you’ll be next — but when you get 
where you’re going, remember where you 
came from:  Osage County, Oklahoma 
where #TheCowboyNeverRidesAway and 
#TheSmilesAreAlwaysFree! 

Y’all come see us!  You can plan 
your visit and find more great informa-
tion at www.VisitTheOsage.com.
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COWBOY  
MUSEUM

HISTORIC DOWNTOWN 
PAWHUSKA H OKLAHOMA 

RANKED #1 
NEW WESTERN ATTRACTION 

in the United States! 
- featured in True West Magazine

BEN JOHNSON

Ben “Son” Johnson 
1953 - World Champion Team Roper 
1972 - Academy Award Winner

“It couldn’t have happened to a nicer feller.” 
-Ben Johnson Oscar Acceptance Speech

Mon-Sat: 10am-5pm  |  201 E. 6th St., 
Pawhuska, OK 74056  |  918-287-9922

We Make Insurance Easy
Commercial • Personal

Proudly  
Serving NE 
Oklahoma

Family  
Owned &  
Operated 

Since 1926

523 County Road 4955, Shidler, OK 74652 
918.604.1077

“IT WAS THE SESSION OF MY DREAMS!” 
I really loved the way Molly truly cared about my opinion during my  

session. I loved the investment she placed in me and the way she made  
me feel confident through the entire experience. 

- Shiloh M.



With January 2020 in the rearview 
mirror, Christmas seems like a distant 
past. However, if one were to walk into 
the Chamber of Commerce depot build-
ing, one would quickly be reminded that 
it was just a few short weeks ago that 
the five-week Christmas in the Ville fes-
tival featuring the ice rink at the depot, 
was running full throttle. The lobby and 
several offices are stacked with Christ-
mas items ready to be put away into the 
skate hut once it is moved from the 
north parking lot to behind the depot.  

The Bartlesville Regional Chamber 
of Commerce staff of six started the 
festival three years ago as a gift to the 
community. But there were motives 
behind this gift. “Our reasons to take 
such a big leap were three-fold. We 
wanted to add a new family-friendly 
entertainment gift to enhance our com-
munity’s quality of life offerings, we 
wanted to showcase our beautiful 
downtown, and we wanted to draw 
people from surrounding areas here to 
experience Bartlesville and while here, 
eat and shop. The Christmas season 
makes or breaks a lot of businesses 
and we wanted to help drive customers 
to them. Sales tax generated through 
holiday sales benefit all of us because 
that is how our city pays for such things 
as parks and recreation, street improve-
ments, police and fire protection, and 
so much more. We also wanted to keep 
our local people here to ice skate 
instead of heading out of town to do so. 
It all makes an beneficial impact in our 
community,” said Sherri Wilt, presi-
dent/CEO of the Chamber.  

Many are curious how the festival 
went this year. With Thanksgiving being 
so late and only having three weekends 
before Christmas, the festival was actu-
ally a week shorter than the first two 
years. However, attendance was a little 
higher than previous years, even with 
the loss of a weekend. There were over 
5400 people who skated over the 150 
hours the rink was open to the public 
this year. “This equates to the festival 

bringing over 15,000 people downtown. 
The vast majority of groups who come 
to skate usually have at least one or 
two people who won’t actually skate, 
but just come just to watch their friends 
or family. There were also a lot of peo-
ple who came to the festival just to walk 
around and see the lights, take pictures 
at the different photo op stops, see 
Santa or other visiting characters from 
Frozen or Star Wars, or come for the 
carriage rides. But put it all together 
and the 15,000 estimate is very real,” 
said Tressa Cruse, director of events at 
the Chamber. 

Some question how all the funds are 
spent. The cost to bring in the rink and 
host a five-week festival surprises some 
people. Costs include bringing in the 
rink and all the equipment necessary to 
run it, including the semi-truck size 
chiller, the coils that go beneath the rink 
to keep the ice frozen even on 60 
degree days, the dasher boards around 
the rink, over 300 pairs of skates, and 
the set up and tear down. There is also 
the cost of putting up over half a million 
lights throughout Frank Phillips Park, 
the depot, the train, the giant 12-foot 
walk-through ornament, and the rink 
area. Those are the two major expenses, 
but the décor is also expanded and 
kept fresh each year. In fact, the lighted 
community Christmas tree will grow 
from 16.5 feet this year to 24 feet next 
year. There is also local and regional 
advertising and lots of other miscella-
neous expenses to make a five-week 
festival run smoothly.  

“Any funds that may be left go back 
into enhancing the festival for next year, 
and into furthering the Chamber’s mis-
sion of being a leading force for 
business success and community 
development,” said Wilt.  

The impact the weather can have 
makes running an outdoor festival in 
December and the first week in January 
risky. The weather gods were smiling on 
this year’s festival, as the Chamber only 

lost one day due to rain.  The tempera-
tures overall were unseasonably warm, 
which made for lots of skaters. “When 
it’s bitter cold or just cold and windy, 
people won’t come out and ice skate. 
They like warm to cool temps, and that’s 
what we had for the most part this year,” 
said Cruse. “This is also why having our 
sponsors is so important. The risk is real. 
If we get wiped out with lots of bad 
weather, we are out customers.”   

The Chamber had 35 sponsors this 
year, including overall festival sponsor 
Sutterfield Financial Group. “Without 
their leading support, we would not 
have been able to take this risk three 
years ago. They,  along with ABB,  have 
been strong supporters of this venture 
from the beginning,” said Wilt.  Spon-
sors ranged from individuals to small 
independent businesses to large com-
panies.  “We definitely could not host 
this festival without our sponsors, and 
we are very appreciative to all of 
them.”  

The Chamber of Commerce could 
also not run the festival without the help 
of volunteers who help man the rink the 
three weekends before Christmas. This 
year there were over 150 people who 
volunteered in some capacity. After 
Christmas, the Chamber employs sev-
eral high school and college kids to 
staff the rink. “It’s really rewarding to 
see the community rally around the 
event and support it, whether they are a 
sponsor, a volunteer, or a guest coming 
to enjoy the various festivities.  There 
are no sweeter words or greater 
rewards for the effort than when some-
one stops and says thank you for doing 
this,” said Cruse.  

 It truly is a labor of love for the 
Bartlesville Chamber of Commerce, and 
one they are already planning for next 
year. For more information on how you 
can be involved, or to inquire about 
sponsoring, contact Tressa Cruse by 
email at tcruse@bartlesville.com  or call 
918-336-8708.   

A Boon for Downtown
Christmas in the Ville Drew Thousands to Bartlesville
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NEW LOCATION  
JOHNSTONE SARE BUILDING 

100 SW Frank Phillips Blvd, Bartlesville 
918-333-8181

HOURS:  
Mon–Fri 8:30AM–5:30PM  

Sat 9AM–12PM 
Sun Closed
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Jewel Box  
HOTEL APARTMENTS

• 5 unique one bedroom hotel apartments  

• In the heart of downtown   

• Laundry room with washers and dryers- 

free for tenant use 

• All utilities included: electric, water, trash, internet & wi-fi  

• Fully furnished 

• Stainless steel appliances  

• Smart TV in each apartment

Celebrate and Luxuriate this Holiday 

in your very own Jewel Box

100 SW Frank Phillips Blvd | Bartlesville, OK 74003 
8 am-5 pm, Monday-Friday

(918) 534-6011

The Room At The Top Events

johnstone.sare@gmail.com | www.johnstone-sare-theroomatthetop.com | www.facebook.com/johnstone.sare.events | instagram: @johnstone.sare.events



A Tale of Three Brothers
Gray Siblings Left Their Mark on Early Bartlesville
by Kay Little, Little History Adventures

Last month I told you about Bartlesville 
pioneer Carlo Gray. This month we will see 
how three of his sons also contributed to 
our community. 

When Carlo came to this area, he 
brought four of his 10 children: daughter, 
Leona, and her husband, J.E. Thompson; 
sons James, John, and Cella. 

James Kay Polk Gray arrived in Indian 
Territory at the age of 16 and shortly 
thereafter farmed a lease on the Arthur 
Armstrong place. James married 
Cordelia (sometimes called Delia) Speaks 
in 1892, and in 1898 he and his brother 
John started a general merchandise 
business on Delaware, where the former 
TECO building is. It was known as the 
Gray Brothers Dollar Store and was the 
first business in Bartlesville that was 
totally owned by non-Indians, opening 
on the first day that was allowed in Indian 
Territory.  

They later built a building on Second 
Street, but the building they were most 
known for was the Coliseum, at the NE 
corner of 4th and Johnstone. The first floor 
had five storerooms and the second floor 
housed a 16-room hotel. The roof of the 
building featured a roof garden and skat-
ing rink. The Coliseum opened on May 13, 

1909, with 1,200 people attending. 
Through the years, many businesses and 
a theater were housed there until it burned 
October 9, 1964. For more information, 
read the book, Vaudeville to Cinema by 
Debbie Neece and Ron Roe, for sale at 
the Bartlesville Area History Museum. 

James also became involved in the oil 
business. He was very involved in the 
community, serving five years on the city 
council. James and Delia were married 71 
years and had five children. The Examiner-

Enterprise on September 20, 1942 had the 
following headline: “City Couple Observes 
50th Wedding Anniversary Today, and 48 
years of it Here.” 

James lived 96 years and attributed his 
long life to drinking “a jigger of whiskey a 
day.” 

John Gray came to Bartlesville with his 
father and siblings in 1895. Shortly after 
moving here, John taught one term in the 
Jesse Creek School. 

In 1898, Nola Edmonson came to 
Bartlesville to visit her cousin, Delia. Nola 
stayed and taught school at Garfield and 
Silver Lake. 

In 1900, Nola and John were married. 
They were very active in the Methodist 
Church and civic affairs of Bartlesville. 
Nola became known as a Bartlesville his-
torian. She spoke to the Tuesday Club in 
1959 about the early history of Bartlesville, 
including her first days here. She 
described her first meeting with John, “I 
arrived on Friday and Sunday afternoon I 
saw a buggy and team coming across the 
wheat field. It proved to be John and we 
spent the afternoon driving through the 
country and developed a friendship which 

Gray brothers James, Cella & John.

Inside Cella’s Grocery Store.
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grew stronger and sweeter and in two 
years, October 4, 1900, we were married.” 
In 1950, John and Nora celebrated 50 
years of marriage.   

As stated earlier, John and his brother, 
James started a business, The Gray 
Brothers Dollar Store. In 1912, John pur-
chased the Coca-Cola Bottling Works of 
Bartlesville, at 2nd and Delaware, turning 
out 1,200 cases a day. He became known 
as one of the prominent and prosperous 
manufacturers in Bartlesville. 

John died in 1953 and Nola in 1959. 
They were very involved in the community 
and were greatly missed following their 
deaths. 

Cella Gray was 12 years old when he 
came to Bartlesville in 1895 with his father 
and siblings. He never saw his mother 
again. 

When Cella was 19, he started working 
at the Carman Shoe Store, where one day 
a young telephone operator came in to 
buy some shoes. This young lady, Ida 
Kooken, caught Cella’s attention and in 
1907, they were married.  

Within five years, the couple pur-
chased the Van Meter Grocery Store at 4th 
and Dewey and renamed it Cella Gray’s 
Grocery. Several years later, Cella moved 
his grocery store to 9th Street, between 
Dewey and Osage and named it Ferndell 
Grocery. The local high school students 
enjoyed going to the deli in the store dur-
ing their lunch hour. Cella had a habit of 
using silver dollars for petty cash because 
he did not want to worry about the coins 
sticking together like paper money.  

Cella retired in 1958. He closed the 
grocery store, which meant that for the 
first time since Indian Territory days, a 
Gray brother was not in business. 

Cella was also a member of 
Bartlesville’s first baseball team in 1907. 
The team was mostly young businessmen. 
Cella was quoted as saying, “It was a 
good team.” 

Cella also owned a farm, with a dairy, 
in the area of today’s Kennilworth Addition. 

In 1959, the year after Cella retired and 
closed the grocery store, he died, and Ida 
died in 1961. All three couples were 
greatly missed after their deaths. 

I find it interesting that the three broth-
ers lived long lives and stayed married to 
their wives 50+ years, after their parents 
did not stay together very long. 

I learned recently that Cella had a twin 
brother, Clarence, who stayed behind with 
his mother in Virginia. By the age of 26, 

Clarence was in a Kentucky prison. The 
Grays back here in Oklahoma knew about 
it, but kept it a secret. Clarence was able 
to get out several years later and raised a 
family, but struggled with alcoholism and 
was less successful than the brothers. He 
did not live as long as they and never saw 
his Oklahoma family again, after they left 
Virginia in 1898. 

A Gray family member wrote a contrast 
between Cella and Clarence. “Cella had 
less than a high school education because 
he was forced by his father to work at an 
early age to pay his way, but he didn’t 
have time to get in trouble. He lived with 
an older sister or brother when his father 
was not around. He had good role models 
in both older brothers and an older 
brother-in-law. This shows how important 
the environment is when raising children. 
He was a fine gentlemen and respected 
member of the community.”   

This could be said of all three Gray 
brothers, James, John, and Cella.

James and John Gray opened the Coliseum on May 13, 1909, with 1,200 people attending.

John & Nola on their 50th anniversary. Bartlesville’s first baseball team, with Cella front right. Cella & Ida on their wedding day.
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Making life work is our life’s work.
• Skilled nursing 

• Physical therapy 

• Occupational therapy 

• Speech therapy

• Personal care, hygiene 

• Companionship 

• Assistance with 
  errands 

• Medical social work 

• Transportation 

• Home-health 
  management

Free consultations, call 918.333.8500

11
th

 annual RSU Bartlesville 

Scholarship Fundraising 

Breakfast

Friday, March 27 | 8:00 a.m.

Hilton Garden Inn  |  205 SW Frank Phillips Blvd.

Register at www.rsu.edu/bsb

RogersStateU | #HillcatNation

RSU BARTLESVILLE CAMPUS  |  401 S. Dewey Ave.

www.rsu.edu/bartlesville  |  918-338-8000

WIC supports 53% of all infants 
born in the U.S. Someone you 
know may be eligible.

Pregnant and Postpartum Women, Infants and Children up 
to age 5 who receive SoonerCare automatically qualify!  

Participants DO NOT have to be Native American to receive 
benefits! Spread the word! Call 1-800-460-1006 for more 

information. Clinic locations in Pawhuska, Skiatook, Hominy, 
Bartlesville, Tulsa, Sand Springs, Fairfax, and McCord! 

 
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Now Leasing: 1, 2, & 3  

Bedroom apartments

bison trails 

918.333.8225 

1501 SE Bison Rd, Bartlesville 

bisontrails-ok.com

Come see Cheyenne 
Cowett, the Leasing 

Agent of the Year for the 
Tulsa Apartment  

Association, at Bison 
Trails in Bartlesville!
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Fundraiser Fast Approaching
RSU Annual Scholarship Breakfast Scheduled for March
by Angie Thompson

The Rogers State University Founda-
tion will host its annual Scholarship 
Fundraising Breakfast on Friday, March 
27, at the Hilton Garden Inn. Guest 
speakers for the event include KOTV 
news anchor Lori Fullbright and past 
scholarship recipient Jessica Woods. 
Since 2009, the Scholarship Breakfast 
has raised more than $200,000, support-
ing nearly 60 local students in 
completing their degrees.  While there is 
no cost to attend, RSVPs are required. 
Contributions are encouraged, with pro-
ceeds directly funding scholarships for 
Bartlesville-area students.  

Fullbright anchors the KOTV evening 
news. She graduated summa cum laude 
from the University of Missouri-Columbia 
Journalism School with a broadcast jour-
nalism degree. She is a two-time Emmy 
Award winner. Additional awards and 
honors include a Newsie by the Tulsa 
Press Club; best investigative piece 
awarded by Oklahoma Association of 
Broadcasters in 2008; an SPJ award for 
investigative reporting in 2008, the Tulsa 
Police Department Citizen’s Appreciation 
Award in 2005, and Tulsa’s Sigma 
Gamma Rho Status of Women honor in 
2005. 

Woods is a graduate of RSU and a 
past scholarship recipient. She began 
her RSU experience as a senior at  
Barnsdall High School through concur-
rent enrollment. Woods chose RSU 
Bartlesville because it was close to work 
and home, and offered the bachelor's 
degree she was seeking in criminal jus-
tice. She will share how scholarships 
make completing a college degree pos-
sible, and how RSU prepared her for her 
current job at ConocoPhillips. 

In addition to making a contribution 
to scholarships, table sponsorships and 
sponsor levels for the event are available. 
A silent auction will take place prior to 
the breakfast, beginning at 7:45 a.m., 
and will feature goods and services from 
local vendors and artists, including orig-

inal artwork, jewelry, stay-cation pack-
ages, fine dining gift cards, car care 
packages, season passes for RSU bas-
ketball, an exclusive RSU swag bag, and 
more. The complimentary breakfast will 
be held from 8-9 a.m. 

RSVPs to attend the event must be 
received by Angie Thompson at 918-
338-8023 or athompson@rsu.edu by 
Wednesday, March 11. Event and silent 
auction information, and more about how 
to make contributions, can be found at 
www.rsu.edu/bsb. 

RSU Scholarship recipients from March of 2019.

LORI FULLBRIGHT JESSICA WOODS
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Take a Shot
at Better 

Senior Living

Call (918) 335-2086 to schedule a visit.
1025 Swan DriveBartlesville, OK 74006

When it comes to choosing the right senior living 
community, a little smart strategy comes into play. 
Whether you or someone you love is considering 
independent living, assisted living or memory care, 
we hope Green Country Village is on the table. 
With exceptional private residences, welcoming 
neighbors and nearly non-stop activities, it’s the 
place to live, connect, grow.

GreenCountryVillage.com

1025 Swan Drive  •  Bartlesville, OK 74006 Not-For-Pro昀t Organization
9/18

• Retaining Walls 
• Landscaping 
• Garden Gifts

• Custom Planting 
• Irrigation 
• Much More

111 SE Beck, Bartlesville 
918-333-3248

OPEN: Mon - Fri: 8 am - 5:30 pm,  
Sat: 9 am - 4 pm

Chase away winter blues with our 
large selection of seed starting supplies 

Dreaming of Spring?
Plan Your Garden Now!



Bill McCrory
Local Man was Aboard USS California at Pearl Harbor
by Joe Todd

Bill McCrory was born in Grainola, Oklahoma, March 2, 
1915. The family moved to Burbank, Oklahoma, where he 
graduated high school in 1935.  

There were very few jobs available except in the oil fields, 
and he joined the Navy in April 1939. He was sent to San Diego 
for boot camp, which he said was easy for him because he 
was used to hard work. After boot camp he requested sea duty 
and thought he might get a heavy cruiser, but was assigned to 
the USS California. He went aboard the California in Long 
Beach in August of 1939, with the M Division in the engine 
room. He requested the engine room because he had worked 
on engines and would be safer if we went to war. He was a 
throttleman on one of the engines, and he also operated the 
pumps that brought fuel oil aboard.  

The California sailed up and down the west coast, from San 
Diego to Vancouver, British Columbia. His favorite city for lib-
erty was Seattle, because of all the parties and dances. The 
California was a member of the Pacific Fleet and home port 
was changed from Long Beach to Pearl Harbor. The California 
left for Hawaii in the summer of 1940, and upon arrival she 
went into drydock and the bottom of the ship was scraped and 
cleaned. When she came out of drydock, she was put on 
maneuvers with the Pacific Fleet around Hawaii. The Navy was 
told the Japanese fleet had left Japan in November 1941 and 
the American fleet went on unsuccessful maneuvers to find the 
Japanese.  

The California came in from looking for the Japanese fleet 
on the afternoon of December 5, 1941. There was to be an 
Admiral’s Inspection on Monday, December 8, and the ship 
had to be cleaned. McCrory didn’t go on liberty Saturday night, 
because he wanted to clean his area for the inspection. He got 
up about six o’clock Sunday morning, took a shower and put 
on his white uniform, had breakfast, then got a newspaper and 
was laying on his bed reading. Just before eight o’clock he 
heard a commotion. He looked out a porthole and saw air-
planes dropping bombs on Fort Island. At first, he thought it 
was the Army Air Corps playing war games again. He saw one 
bomb explode and at the same time general quarters was 
sounded.  

He was heading for his general quarters in the 
engine room when the first torpedo hit the Cali-
fornia. Two more torpedoes hit in quick 
succession, and he knew he couldn’t stay in the 
engine room with water coming in. He got up on 
deck just in time to see the Oklahoma capsize. 
The California was tied to docking ques, which is 
why she didn’t capsize.  

Abandon ship was sounded 
and he jumped in the water to 
swim for Ford Island, through a 
sea full of heavy fuel oil. Several 
crewmembers couldn’t swim, 
and he helped one or two of them. 
He hid on Ford Island during the 
rest of the attack.  

The California had sunk 
straight down, and after the 
attack he was ordered back on 
the ship to help transfer ammunition to the USS Tangiers, an 
ammunition ship. He was transferred to the USS Astoria on 
December 12, 1941 and was a throttleman, just as on the Cal-
ifornia. The Astoria took part in the Battle of the Coral Sea and 

Battle of Midway, and was sunk off Guadal-
canal in what is called Iron Bottom Bay.  

McCrory was wounded when the Astoria 
was sunk and sent back to states to San Fran-
cisco, where he helped repair ships as they 
came in. After the war he returned to Oklahoma 
and moved to Bartlesville with Phillips Petro-
leum Company, before retiring to Green 
Country Village. McCrory passed away in 2007, 
at the age of 92.

Photos courtesy of 
Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library
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Affordable apartments where  
you can enjoy new friends  

and feel right at home!

•     All utilities paid; including basic cable 
•     24-hour emergency response 
•     Fully equipped kitchen 
•    Patio with sliding glass door 
•     Restaurant-style dining or you can have meals delivered  
       directly to your apartment 
•     Planned activities; to include regularly scheduled happy hour 
•     Scheduled transportation for shopping

•     Housekeeping 
•     On-site laundry 
•     On-site beauty shop 
•     Daily exercise classes offered 
•     Year-round building & grounds maintenance 
•     Interior maintenance 
•     Pet-friendly

We have independent living apartments available to rent for those ages 55 or older.

All apartments are unfurnished, 1 bedroom, $850 per month and include:

3434 Kentucky Place  •  918-333-9545  •  www.bartlesvillehealthandrehab.com

Sandra Brown, Administrator





The Mayor of Johnstone Avenue
Benjamin “Poncho” Jackson Jr. Was a Downtown Icon
by Debbie Neece, Bartlesville Area History Museum

Just after the turn of the twentieth century, the southwest 
corner of 4th Street and Johnstone Avenue was cleared to build 
the famed five-story Hotel Maire, which joined ten other estab-
lished hotels and six rooming houses as oil boom lodging 
opportunities.   

The Hotel Maire opened for business July 1913 as a full serv-
ice hotel complete with a billiard parlor, tailor shop and cleaners 
in the basement, the Cigar Stand in the marble-clad lobby, a 
barber shop on the first floor and dining room large enough for 
social events.  

In 1927, Clarence Burlingame purchased the building and re-
named it the Burlingame Hotel. With the Phillips Petroleum 
offices directly to the north of the Hotel, the Burlingame was the 
perfect location for Phillips’ parties and lodging for Company 
guests. The Hotel continued to offer all of the amenities of a five-
star hotel and the barber shop was a hub of activity.  

Bill Hendrix graduated from Tulsa 
Barber College in 1957 and began his 
barber career as the manager of the 
Burlingame Barber Shop. Bartlesville 
was home to twenty-one barber 
shops and twenty-three beauty shops 
at that time so joining the ranks could 
have been a risky business. However, 
with the support of Phillips’ staff and 
local residents, the barber shop 
excelled.     

Benjamin “Poncho” Jackson Jr. 
joined the staff as the shoe shine man 
in 1964 and Jerry Martin joined the 
barber team in 1965.     

Born in Hominy, Poncho was just 
seventeen when his family arrived in 

Bartlesville. He worked at the old Hillcrest Country Club for 
eighteen years, beginning as a porter and shoe shine man 
before advancing to waiter and bartender.  

It seems Poncho met no strangers, he befriended everyone 
and his honesty was beyond approach. One story was told of a 
difficult country club patron whom only Poncho could satisfy. As 
the woman was leaving the country club one evening, Poncho 
noticed a “button” the woman had dropped and he hastened to 
return the item to her. The button was actually a stone from her 
treasured diamond ring. The woman was astounded but that 
was a perfect example of Poncho’s integrity.    

One might say Poncho earned the honorary title of “The 
Mayor of Johnstone.” He became employed at the Burlingame 
Hotel in 1961 as a waiter so before joining the barber team of 
Hendrix and Martin, he was already familiar with the hotel 
patrons on a first name basis. Residents have described him as 

one of Bartlesville’s gentlest men with 
never a bad word to say about anyone 
and always willing to offer his gener-
ous helping hand.  

Only the first floor businesses 
remained after the Burlingame Hotel 
closed in 1968. The Burlingame Bar-
ber Shop continued to be a staple for 
many Phillips employees and execu-
tives, until the Phillips Petroleum 
Company purchased the hotel build-
ing in 1970 for conversion to Phillips 
office spaces, displacing the barber 
shop for a short time.   

Stepping back to earlier history, 
Bartlesville’s Crystal Barber Shop 
began in 1912 at 102 W. Third Street, 
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just west of the May Brothers/Johnstone-Sare building. Mr. P.F. 
Neumann owned and operated the barber shop until Roy Foster 
operated at that location 1916-1935.  

Mr. Foster was Frank Phillips’ personal barber and when 
Frank was unable to visit the barber shop, Mr. Foster went to 
the Frank Phillips mansion to care for Frank’s grooming needs. 

Then between 1935 and 1938 the barber shop moved to 402 
S. Johnstone Avenue and Mr. Foster continued as owner until 
1957. Although the location did not change after that date, the 
owners did (A.B. Rowley 1959-1967 and Kenneth Fox 1968-
1971).  

Mr. Fox retired with perfect timing. Bill Hendrix purchased 
the Crystal Barber Shop and the Burlingame Barber Shop trio 
continued at 402 S. Johnstone, in near proximity to their Phillips’ 
customers, with Poncho as the Crystal Barber Shop shoe shin-
ing icon.  

Another story told of Poncho’s kind generosity speaks of the 
day a lady received a parking ticket while in front of the Crystal 
Barber Shop. Poncho not only paid the parking ticket but added 
money to the meter to ease her mind while continuing her stay 

on Johnstone Avenue. 

Much has happened 
along the 400 block of 
Johnstone Avenue. The 
Washington County Court-
house at the northeast 
corner of 5th Street and 
Johnstone has long been 
owned by the County but 
in the early 2000’s, the 
County also purchased the 
entire east side of the 400 
block of Johnstone 

Avenue. Although the County owned the Crystal Barbershop, 
the barber shop continued to serve Bartlesville residents.  

Benjamin “Poncho” Jackson, Jr. the “Mayor of Johnstone,” 
retired about 1981 and left a storybook of memories for all who 
graced his shoe shine chair or the Crystal Barber Shop. 

Jerry Martin greeted customers until around 2001 and then 
disappeared from the Bartlesville City Directories.  

Billy “Bill” Gene Hendrix began to slow down after 2010, 
opening less hours but making special appointments for his 
long-time customers. Then, after a fifty-seven year career as a 
barber, Bill quietly closed the Crystal Barber Shop and entered 
retirement about 2014, taking with him a lifetime of memories 
and gossipy stories as only a barber or Poncho, the “Mayor of 
Johnstone,” were privileged to hear.  

Due to the disrepair of the buildings, in early 2019, the Crys-
tal Barber Shop and other businesses on that block were razed 
to create a parking area for county offices.

Segregation was detrimental to the progress of our 
nation; fortunately, as early as 1925 the Liberty Theater 
offered entertainment to African American patrons, followed 
by the Arrow Theater in 1946. According to the 1945-1946 

“Film Daily Yearbook,” Bartlesville’s “African American” Delta 
Theater was just west of the railroad tracks on Seventh Street. 
Bartlesville resident, Harlin “Pony” Chambers said, “The 
Delta was owned by Mr. Owens and only open two days a 
week with an admission of 10-15 cents. The small theater 
had 15 rows of seats with 10 seats in each row and a small 
concession stand for popcorn.” 

Now You Know*

Did You Know?
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A GOOD WORD

My Dad’s Final Gift
by Bob Fraser

I have been very fortunate in my life. I was raised by two 
wonderful parents in a home that was filled with love, laughter, 

honesty, and always a solid 
foundation of respect for 
others — in a community 
that provided many big city 
elements, yet still was “small 
town America” with all of its 
charm. I have a beautiful 
wife of 45 years, three beau-
tiful children and four 
beautiful grandchildren. I 
have a job that others 
describe as “the best job in 
the world” and I never argue.  
Very fortunate. 

My Dad died in March of 
last year at the age of 95. He 

shared 67 of those years with me. Over those years, he shared 
many gifts and life lessons with me. Dad did not have a parent-
ing handbook any more than I did as I tried to raise my three 
kids “the right way.” Dad taught by example.  

He coached my baseball team every year, but as I look back 
on those years now, I remember more his patience, respect, and 
kindness that he showed to every player on the team, regard-
less of their talent level. As I reached high school and college 
years (late 60s, early 70s), the world was changing. The music 
was louder, hair was longer, and my age group questioned a war 
that was being fought in Asia. My Dad, sporting a flat top and 
multiple military honors from his battles in WWII, 
never once complained about the length 
of my hair nor did he argue 
about our right 

“to protest,” even though they were both opposite his very own 
DNA. Patience and Respect.  

Dad was a listener when everyone around him was talking. 
When large numbers of family were in town and the living room 
was filled with people, multiple conversations were going on 
and dad would be in his chair, smiling ... and listening.  

Before it was a catchy phrase, dad lived a life based on the 
belief that if he couldn’t say anything good about someone, he 
would say nothing.  Amazingly, in 67 years, I cannot remember 
dad ever saying anything hateful about another person.  
Respect. 

Dad got sick several years ago and his last few years were 
anything but easy. Despite a steady diet of doctors and 
attempts to get healthy, it was clear to all of us, including him, 
that the sand was slipping out of the hourglass.  Medical treat-
ments at home led to clinic treatments, then to the hospital, and 
finally to hospice. Three days before his death, my two brothers 
and I were witness to something special in his hospital room. 
Dad was slipping away and my mother leaned in to him and told 
him how much she loved him. Dad smiled, tears running down 
his cheeks and quietly said, “I love you. It is so beautiful, there 
is no fighting, no wars, it is beautiful.” 

Those were Dad’s last words. He left this world saying good-
bye to his bride of 72 years and assuring her that everything was 
fine. Dad’s final gift to us was complete.  Love.    

BOB FRASER
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Westside Paint & Body Shop 
Full-Service Auto Body • 3 Generations • Since 1963 • Ed Jones, Founder • Wes & Travis Jones, Owners 

1755 SW Frank Phillips • 918-336-3130

Life HappensLife Happens

320 SE Delaware Suite 5 
PO Box 996 | Bartlesville, OK 74005 

918-333-5151
AGENT FOR
GOODVILLE
MUTUAL



The Color of God
The ‘Good Old Days’ Were Also Often Difficult & Awkward
by Brent Taylor

My upper front tooth was chipped when I was 14 by a 
raised fist, a shadowboxing match gone awry between 
Walter and me. Walter was different from me. He was 
from across the tracks, African-American, and the best 
athlete that I ever competed with. We were in the locker 
room feigning machismo, seeking affirmation, someone 
to tell us we were men. 

We weren’t really fighting, just horsing around, he could 
have slammed dunked me and mopped the floor with my 
raggedy head. No, it was more like a big brother patroniz-
ing a younger, letting him get in a blow, shadowboxing 
playfully. Except he miscalculated and busted my tooth. 

There is a grand tradition of fists raised in the name of 
justice, when prayer is dialogue rather than monologue, 
spirited debating with God Almighty. Abraham questioned 
God’s promise and his own virility; Moses argued incom-
petence and asked God to send a more eloquent man to 
Pharaoh; David’s mouth grew parched calling for help; 
and Jacob transformed wrestling with someone you love 
into an art form by calling on God to bless him before he 
was beaten to a pulp. In the United States of America, 
African-Americans have prayed for many years with emo-
tion, and prayed with belief that someday life will be better, 
but not just better — just. 

During the winter of our ninth grade year at Central 
Junior High, I watched from the bench as Walter, Mike, 
Myron, and Ricky — all African-American kids — along 
with a white Catholic kid named Chet, led a team of oth-
erwise short white guys to a rousing basketball win over 
our cross-town rival; the all-white team that hadn’t been 
beaten in their entire three-year junior high career. 

That was a surreal moment for all of us. I thought we 
had no chance to win. I never really thought about those 
four African-American players, about how it made them 
feel, how it may have empowered them, helped them 
become stronger in a world still dominated by white 
teachers and coaches and principals and mayors and 
governors and presidents. Perhaps this tension was 
unspoken but visceral, resulting in wildly thrown punches 
at something unseen, undefined, not yet born in our 
social consciousness. 

I hadn’t heard Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” 
speech. I didn’t know much of letting freedom ring. But I 

did know that the world in which I had been introduced left 
me uncertain, timid, and unsure. The basketball court, 
however, was the place of refuge for me and for kids of all 
color, the place we lost our fear and found our competitive 
spirit. For many of us who defined each other by sport, a 
basketball court was where we found freedom’s ring. 

But, I don’t really think of those days as the “good old 
days.” They were difficult, awkward. We were, in fact, liv-
ing out the words of the old Negro spiritual reconstituted 
by U2, “I Still Haven’t Found What I’m Looking For,” 
believing in a Kingdom where all the colors bleed into one. 

James McBride was the son of a black father and 
white Jewish mother. When he was young, he asked his 
mother about her being different. She would simply say 
‘I’m light-skinned.’ Then he began to think himself different 
and asked his mother if he was black or white. “You're a 
human being,” she replied. Then James asked her, “What 
color is God?” For years he asked this question and his 
mother declined to answer. Finally, one day he asked and 
she told him, “God is the color of water.” 

These days I’m reminded of the surreal nature of this 
earth, and that I’m a stranger in a strange land. But I’m 
grateful for those awkward days of youth and thankful for 
a slightly broken smile that reminds me of the way it used 
to be when we shadowboxed one another in the halls of 
our school, challenged to understand what it meant to live 
in a kaleidoscope world, in a kingdom where all the colors 
are bleeding into one, in a universe created by a God who 
is, for all I know, the color of water. 

Ron Williams, Brent Taylor, Scott Stuart, Walter Reece,and Kevan 
Mueller at their 35-year  reunion.
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by Jay Webster

Welcome to February, my friends.  

Did I spell that right? I can never keep it straight. It such a 
weird word. (Not unlike the word weird, actually.)  

I don’t pronounce the second month of the year as - Fe-
brew-ary. I say Feb-u-ary… As all humans do. NOTE -  I know 
it’s obviously wrong based on the spelling, but it’s too early in 
the year to go around passive-aggressively correcting other 
peoples’ speech by flagrantly pronouncing words correctly in 
the hopes of shaming them into repentance.  

February falls into the list of words in the English language 
we’ve decided as a society to say wrong and just be okay with 

it. Words like Wednesday or Poinsettia or Pianist …  though on 
that last one, I think it just comes down to awkwardness.  While 
some musicians will correct you, most of the ones I know will 
gladly take piano player or performer over PEE-nist any day. 
PEE-nist sounds like you excel in the urinary arts or have a PHD 
in going number one. 

Nothing will belittle someone quite as viscerally as correcting 
their complement to a PIAN-ist by slightly raising your nose and 
offering an emphatic “PEE-nist” — especially while you stress 
the first syllable for emphasis. 

I’ve been thinking about love a little as we head into the 
Valentine month. It’s hard not to unconsciously start humming 
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along to the theme of the ABC classic “The Love Boat” this time 
of year. It’s exciting and new.  

It’s amazing that the fantastic Paul Williams, who gave us 
hits like “Old Fashioned Love Song,” “We’ve Only Just Begun,” 
and “Rainbow Connection,” was also charged with writing the 
lyrics to “The Love Boat Theme.” For nine years, most Satur-
days were built around watching that show. It was kind of the 
Great Aunt to The Hallmark Channel. Yes, it was campy and pre-
dictable. Yes, there was going to be a misunderstanding that 
threatened to sideline true love. But eventually, two people were 
going to find themselves on the starboard side of romance, kiss-
ing in the moonlight. And everyone was going to leave happy — 
until you got home and found out your new love, Ted, was really 
married with a family back in Nevada. 

As a kid, you had to really play your cards right if you wanted 
to make it into the second hour of Saturday night must see TV: 
Fantasy Island.  Fantasy Island was part Twilight Zone, part Hol-
lywood Square guest appearance, and part romance novel. It 
felt strangely dark as an eight year old, so we were glued to the 
TV when it came on. I’m pretty convinced the only reason par-
ents let their kids stay up and watch the show was due to the 
simple fact that it was nearly impossible to get multiple kids in 
bed in the two-minute commercial break that separated Love 
Boat and Fantasy Island (since there was no way to pause live 
TV in the prehistoric days of the 1970s.) As a result, nearly all of 
us have grown up yelling “Da plane, Da plane” every time a 
plane flies overhead. (What are you going to do?) 

My thoughts about love have actually been on more of a 
humanity level this month. I’ll pause here so you can take a 
moment to marvel in my virtue and superior righteousness. 
You’re welcome. 

Over this last holiday season, my wife’s family continued 
their long-standing tradition of going to a retirement community 
and performing a sort of Christmas variety show. It’s beautiful 
and painful all at the same time. 

This year, the dining hall at Burgundy Place Retirement 
Home in Tulsa was jam-packed. It had a strange tropical feel, 
with the room stuck at a balmy 92 degrees across an ocean of 
gently waving white and gray and slightly blue hair. There were 
more walkers than you could shake a cane at. But what the 
audience lacked in youth, it more than made up for in enthusi-
asm and attentiveness. They hung on every note. 

In fact, one gentleman in the front row with an exceptionally 
loud baritone voice and a wavering connection to melody, sang 
along to nearly every carol. Oftentimes his booming voice 
offered to take a whole song off the rails. What started as “cute” 
crossed over to “cuss-worthy” very quickly. 

After the performance was over, my wife’s brother, Jarrod, 
put on some light Christmas music and the family graciously 
received their fans, who didn’t so much storm the stage as mist 
it, carefully. In about 60 seconds, the baritone from the front row 
stood up and took possession of the lead microphone, where 
he gave his own loud solo act. 

To look at him, it was easy to tell he had no malice. He was 
simply at a different party than everyone else. Still, no one would 
have complained if the staff came and showed him to his room, 
where he could more quietly enjoy his own company. At the very 

least, Jarrod could have muted the man’s mic and signaled an 
end to the show. 

Instead, Jarrod did the exact opposite. He went to the mixer, 
turned the Christmas music off, turned the mic volume up, and 
gave the man his moment in the spotlight. The would-be-
crooner finished his yuletide serenade with fervor. Afterward, he 
left the “stage” and everyone went on their merry little way. 

The experience brought to mind a series of conversations I 
was fortunate enough to be a part of a week earlier. I’ll spare you 
all the dialog, but the “take-a-way” was: so often love does the 
unexpected.  

In other words, the personal stories we repeat to our friends, 
the scenarios we hold on to, the events that mean so much to 
us, often come when someone stepped up and acted with kind-
ness or grace or generosity — maybe even when the other 
person didn’t deserve it. Love does the unexpected. 

I gotta say, that’s not a natural quality for me. I love getting 
stuff done. I love checking stuff off my list. And, I certainly have 
my own Karma code — for other people. The idea of responding 
to someone ‘as they need' versus ‘as they deserve’ could all but 
be lost on me ... especially if you’re acting like a presumptuous 
PEE-nist. 

Last week, I snuck away with my wife to go see a matinee. It 
was awesome — until the person behind me sat down with a 
family-sized bag of popcorn for one … and noshed the entire 
bag at full volume. I’m not proud of the thoughts I had in that 
moment. I can’t promise if they’d started choking, my first 
thought would have been performing the Heimlich maneuver. I 
mean, I probably would have gotten there, but other celebra-
tions would have come first. Again, I’m not proud … does that 
make it better? 

Now that I’ve already let my New Year’s Resolution go (no 
worries, we separated amicably over irreconcilable differences) 
maybe this would be a worthwhile exercise for Fe-brew-ary. I 
could do or respond with the unexpected. Who knows, maybe 
it’ll be exciting and new. 

Cheers, my friends. Go do the unexpected and I’ll see you 
next month.
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KNOWING NOWATA

Nowata’s black history would not be 
complete without the inclusion of Lincoln 
School, which served black students in 
Nowata from the early 1900s through 
1956. Thanks to the generosity of Nita 
Wesson, Secretary of the Family Finders 
Genealogy Club, who provided the tran-
script of a presentation by Edith Gibson 
given on June 2, 2015, we are able to 
get a glimpse into the school’s history. 
Gibson now resides in a nursing home, 
her son Gary Gibson said by phone 
recently.  

In addition, an article based on Gib-
son’s presentation appeared in The 
Nowata Star on June 17, 2015. The facts 
from the article were also informative. 
According to the article, the school was 
initially located at 335 North Locust in 
1906, and then moved in 1917 to a new 
building that consisted of of eight rooms, 
including a gymnasium and an audito-
rium. The new building was located at 
331 N. Berrian. 

The school’s mascot was the Tiger 
and the school colors were maroon and 
white. 

The first Lincoln School Principal was 
Mr. Ward, who earned $40 per month. 
Others who served as principals at Lin-
coln were: J. Oscar Spencer, Adolph 
Williams, Floyd F. Alexander, and A. 
Charles Haston.  

Spencer, the school’s second princi-
pal, also coached Lincoln High School 
students, leading the Lincoln teams to 
excellence in athletics at the state level. 
Although the presentation didn’t specify 
which sport Spencer coached, one of the 
high school boys’ teams became State 
Champions from 1919-22. 

The girls’ basketball team, coached 
by Lena Lois Henderson, gained promi-
nence after becoming champions of 
Southeast Kansas and Oklahoma, the 
Nowata Star article said. Members of the 
championship team included; Ocie and 

Icie Glass, Elizabeth Gibson, Margie 
Robinson, Tibertha Williams, and Olega 
Riley. 

While Lincoln School was in opera-
tion, it also served students from 
Lenapah during the 1941-42 school year, 
transporting them by bus. Students from 
Alluwe also attended Lincoln, in the fall 
1949 – some of them staying with rela-
tives on school days and going home on 
weekends. 

Lincoln School was small. According 
to Gibson’s presentation, the largest high 
school graduating class (1953) had 13 
students. Members of the Class of ‘53 
included: Theresa Alberty, Walter Alcox, 
Leroy Dennis, Cecil J. Hardrick, Russell J. 
Hardrick, William L. Hardrick, Thomas 
Hill, Jesse Martin, Jr., Maynard Mayhew, 
Sr., Vera J. Nash, James Towers, Doris 
Vann, and Betty Washington. 

Lincoln School remained open until 
1956, when the racially segregated pub-
lic schools merged into one integrated 
school district. That final year, five stu-
dents graduated from high school: Amos 
A. Alberty, Patricia Fisher, Charles T. Hill, 
Florine Kemp, and Donald Morris. 

In 1968, Lincoln Elementary School 
merged with Nowata Grade School, 
bringing an end to Lincoln School. 

According to Gibson’s report and the 
Nowata Star article, “Lincoln High pro-
duced teachers, nurses, ministers, 
doctors, lawyers, secretaries, and other 
professional personnel.”  

Although the structures that held Lin-
coln School have been demolished, a 
Lincoln Alumni Association is still active. 
Donald Hill is the Lincoln School’s Alumni 
Association president, while Gary Gibson 
serves as the association’s vice president. 

All records about Lincoln School have 
been transferred from the Nowata Public 
Library to the Nowata Historical Society 
Museum, located at 136 S. Oak Street. 
Microfilm and vintage photos are 
included in the collection, Nowata Public 
Library staff said. The museum is open 
on Tuesday through Saturday, from 10 
a.m. – 4 p.m. 

BMonthly wishes to thank Chris Edens, 
managing editor of the Nowata Star, for 
allowing us to reference facts from their 
June 17, 2015 article, and to Nowata his-
torian Nita Wesson for sharing the 
transcript of Edith Gibson’s presentation. 

Nowata’s Lincoln School
School Served Nowata’s Black Students Until 1956
by Roseanna McKee
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918-766-0811 
4025 Nowata Rd 

Tuesday- Friday, 10-6; Saturday, 9-4;  
Closed Sunday & Monday 

Locally owned & operated



FEBRUARY 2020 | b Monthly     69

MEET YOUR WRITER

Mike Wilt
Writer Has Been Serving the Community for 30 Years
by David Stire

Although he was born and raised in Siloam Springs, 
Arkansas, Mike Wilt is considered by those who know him to be 
a Bartlesville native. That’s because he’s been active and visible 
in serving this community for 30 years.  

 Mike and his wife, Sherri, moved to Bartlesville in May of 
1990. They were married in August of 1985 and graduated in 
1986 from John Brown University, which Mike’s great-grandfa-
ther founded in 1919.  He is always quick to point out that he 
still had to pay “full price” to attend. 

 The couple moved to East Texas after graduation, where 
Mike worked as news/sports director for an FM radio station 
and Sherri taught high school English. After four years, they 
moved to Bartlesville to be closer to family in Arkansas and 
Kansas City, Missouri. They’ve been here ever since, making a 
tremendous impact through various jobs and a multitude of vol-
unteer efforts.  

 Upon arrival, Mike assumed similar duties at KYFM, which 
at the time was separate from KWON. Mike’s name and voice 
were all over the airwaves for three years. Tired of getting up at 
4 a.m. every day after often working late into the night covering 
meetings or high school sports, Mike left the media to work in 
politics, becoming a field representative for then-Congressman 
Ernest Istook.  

 Encouraged by many grassroots supporters, Mike ran for, 
and won, election to the Oklahoma House of Representatives in 
1996. While still serving in the House, Mike joined Jane Phillips 
Medical Center in 1998. Mike filled key roles in marketing/public 
relations and the hospital foundation.  

 Financial challenges at JPMC forced Mike to depart in 2002. 
He then joined 66 Federal Credit Union (now Truity) while con-
tinuing to serve in the state legislature.  

 In 2006, Mike and Sherri were the proud parents of two 
daughters ages 11 and five. After 10 years of driving the Turner 
Turnpike every week for four months out of the year and endur-
ing the strain of being away from home, Mike decided not to 
seek re-election to a sixth term.  

 One year later, when I was the CEO of Jane Phillips Medical 
Center, I was faced with filling a critical vacancy after the retire-
ment of our longtime director of the Bluestem Medical 
Foundation and head of our PR/Marketing Department. I was 
able to successfully lure Mike back to the JPMC family. It was 
one of the best hires I ever made as CEO.  

 During his time at the hospital, Mike was responsible for 
many very successful fundraising efforts and the development 

of a highly-effective patient testimonial advertising campaign. 
He originated the tagline “Quality Care…Close to Home.” He 
also was a valuable member of my senior leadership team and 
represented the organization well by working with a multitude of 
community non-profits.  

 Today, Mike is using his significant talents as executive 
director of the Bartlesville Community Foundation.  

 While he’s been a high-profile citizen for three decades, 
Mike has never been one to seek the limelight. He’d much rather 
talk about his family — including his two granddaughters, ages 
30 months and 15 months.  

 I have always liked and trusted Mike’s writing at JPMC, so 
it’s no surprise he’s had similar success in writing for bMonthly 
Magazine.  
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Teachers, do you have a co-worker  

who deserves a little extra credit? 

A teacher who goes above & beyond to make a difference in kids’ lives? 

Tell us about them!
Send us a message on Facebook with their name, school & grade level taught 

and let us know in 500 words or less why they deserve to be named Teacher of 

the Month!

@bmonthly magazine

We’ll recognize one winner each month now through the end of the school year.  

The Teacher of the Month will be featured in our next month’s issue and receive  

an awesome prize package. Nominations are due by the 10th of each month. Once  

nominated, every teacher will remain a contender throughout the school year.   

All winners will be entered into our Teacher of the Year contest.

Monthly Sponsors
3 Kids & a Cake 

Chick-fil-A 

Sugarica 

Outpost Coffee 

Sal’s Daylight Donuts 

Fusion Massage & Wellness 

Painted Horse Bar & Grille 

Pop’s Daylight Donuts

A Heavenly Touch
Cleaning    Service

We don’t just clean...we care!

aheavenlytouchcleaning.com 
918.914.2159

™

House!Clean
• Weekly        •  Deep Cleaning 
• Bi-Weekly   •  Carpet  
• Monthly      •  Windows

Residential &  
Commercial Cleaning

Show your Valentine 
how much you appreciate 

her with the gift of a

Celebrating  
our 13-year  
anniversary

SHOP GOODWILL
 

BRING GOOD HOME

GOODWILLTULSA.ORG

When you shop at Goodwill, you're not just thrifting.
You're being a local hero. Because every Goodwill item

you bring home brings job training and support services to
your neighbors. 



Teacher of the Month: Cristel Miller
St. John’s Assistant Principal Claims Monthly Honor
by Tim Hudson

The BMonthly Teacher of 
the Month is St. John’s 
Catholic School assistant prin-
cipal Cristel Miller. She 
originally taught at Nowata for 
13 years, teaching kinder-
garten for 10 years and 5th 
grade math for three. She 
came to St. John’s in the fall of 
2017 as a kindergarten teacher 
and began teaching middle 
school Language Arts the next 
year. This year she was hired 
as the assistant principal and 
to teach middle school part 
time, as well as yearbook & 
journalism.  

What’s your favorite part 
about being a principal? 

A: My favorite part of being an 
assistant principal is learning 
from others.  I get to learn from 
our experienced principal, Lexi 
Radebaugh, and from Eliza-
beth Thrash, our director of 
development and mission 
advancement.  I observe how 
they handle certain situations 
and interact with others. I also 
get to discuss issues with 
them and learn from their 
ideas and opinions.  In my 
position, I get the privilege of 
watching our teachers teach. I enjoy learning new techniques 
and ideas from them.    

What made you want to get into education? 

A: I think God puts the desire to teach on an individual’s heart.  
When I was a young child, I wanted to be a teacher. I would 
often play school.  But as I got older, I wasn’t so sure. In high 
school, I excelled in science and math.  For a time, I started 
working toward a degree in engineering and actually worked in 
the engineering department of US Cellular.  However, I wasn’t 
happy and didn’t feel fulfilled. I did not feel like I was making a 
difference. So I decided to go into education.  I wanted a career 
that mattered — not to the bottom line of a company, but to an 
individual’s life. I think a career in education was just my own 
personal calling. It just took me a while to figure it out. I do 
appreciate all the engineers out there that make our lives better 
in different ways. It just wasn’t what God called me to do.   

Can you give us a story 
where you felt like you made 
a difference in a students 
life? 

A: As a teacher, I can only 
hope I have positively influ-
enced more students than I 
will ever know. Stories where I 
really felt like I made a differ-
ence in a student’s life are very 
much the same.  For a teacher, 
it is really about giving hope 
and empowering students to 
succeed. In one case, it was a 
little boy in kindergarten. He 
struggled with reading. I 
worked with him and asked a 
retired teacher to also work 
one-on-one with him. I kept 
encouraging him and believing 
in him. I remember the awards 
assembly at the end of the 
year when I gave him the most 
improved award. He was so 
excited and so proud of his 
accomplishments. He did the 
work; I was just there to guide 
him along the way.     

What do you wish people 
knew about the education 
system? 

A: I want people to know there 
are alternatives to the local public schools in their district.  I 
absolutely support public schools. They are doing the best they 
can with what they have. However, public schools often have to 
follow mandates and policies that they may not agree with and 
may not even be properly funded.  They are forced to focus too 
much time, money, and energy on assessments. Parents need 
to advocate, research, and do what is best for their children. For 
our family, the dyslexia program at St. John Catholic School 
made it the best fit for one of my sons.  The small class sizes 
and developmentally appropriate play setting in the early grades 
made it the right choice for my youngest son.   

What are your plans for the future? 

A: I plan on becoming a school principal.  I am starting at SNU 
in February to work toward my Doctor of Education degree in 
Administration and Leadership.  With this degree, I could pursue 
teaching at a university or becoming superintendent of a 
school.  I will just have to see where God leads me.  
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Open: Monday-Friday 9:00-5:00  • Office: 918-333-2222

BARTLESVILLE’S LARGEST, LOCALLY-OWNED
REAL ESTATE COMPANY!

• www.ccBartlesville.com •

SE Barnett Ave Bartlesville Land PENDING  Tom Blain 918-886-2276

Tuxedo Blvd Bartlesville 8.32 Acres PENDING Max Lutke 918-914-3813

Southport Dr Bartlesville 8 Acres $120,000 Janette Roark 918-907-1327

Barnett Ave Bartlesville 1.61 Acres $79,900  Chris Hester 918-333-8700

Deerfield Addition II           18 Lots $40,000-$69,000 ea. Janette Roark 918-907-1327

103 S Osage Ave Bartlesville .29 Acres $63,900 Tom Blain 918-886-2276

Deerfield Addition III          10 Lots  $60,000 ea. Janette Roark 918-907-1327

Southport Dr Bartlesville 5- Acres $59,500 Janette Roark 918-907-1327

400 Wyandotte Ave  Bartlesville Res. Lot $30,000 Janette Roark 918-907-1327

402 Wyandotte Ave  Bartlesville Res. Lot $30,000 Janette Roark 918-907-1327

423 Wyandotte Ave Bartlesville Res. Lot $30,000 Janette Roark 918-907-1327

Southport Dr Bartlesville Res. Lot $29,500 Janette Roark 918-907-1327

Southport Loop Bartlesville Res. Lot $21,000 Janette Roark 918-907-1327

717 S. Dewey Ave Bartlesville 2 Lots $19,900  Kim Tate-Conner 918-335-7193

Southport Loop Bartlesville Res. Lot $17,500 Janette Roark 918-907-1327

2912 Loris Ln                Bartlesville    0.198 Acres $17,500 Janette Roark 918-907-1327

2909 Loris Ln                Bartlesville     0.18 Acres $17,500 Janette Roark 918-907-1327

Admiral Ct Bartlesville 2 Res. Lots $15,000ea. Janette Roark 918-907-1327

1505 Armstrong Ave Bartlesville Comm. Lot $6,995  Tom Blain 918-886-2276

NW Oak Park Rd Bartlesville Res. Lot $2,500  Amos Radlinger 918-766-2361

Ridgeway Dr Bartlesville Res. Lot $2,500  Amos Radlinger 918-766-2361

NW Lahoma Dr Bartlesville Res. Lot $2,500  Amos Radlinger 918-766-2361

COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES
1000 E 14th St Dewey Industrial $1,635,000 Tom Blain 918-886-2276

SE Washington Blvd. Bartlesville 3 Tracts $995,000 Max Lutke 918-914-3813

900 S Dewey Avenue Bartlesville Church SOLD! Tom Blain 918-886-2276

2524 SE Washington Blvd. Bartlesville 2 Tracts $795,000 Max Lutke 918-914-3813

510 S Cherokee Ave Bartlesville Comm. $498,750 Tom Blain 918-886-2276

600 W Cherry St Cushing Comm. $325,000  Tom Blain 918-886-2276

16430 HWY 123 Bartlesville Comm. $300,000  Tom Blain 918-886-2276

200 NW Forest Park Road Bartlesville 6.73 Acres $299,900 Tom Blain 918-886-2276

1100 E. 14th St Dewey Industrial $229,900  Chris Hester 918-333-8700

4004 Nowata Rd Bartlesville Mixed Use $125,000 Tom Blain 918-886-2276

RESIDENTIAL
19301 N 4030 Rd Bartlesville 3/2 $339,000 Cindy Folk 918-559-9905

5927 SE Adams Blvd Bartlesville 3/1/2 $269,000 Janette Roark 918-907-1327

2004 Stanford Drive  Bartlesville  SOLD! Amos Radlinger 918-766-2361

5829 Whitney Lane Bartlesvile  PENDING Kathlene Blevins 918.440.1859

2916 Greenwood Court Bartlesville 4/3/2 $179,900 Tom Blain 918-886-2276

1820 Southview Ave Bartlesville  PENDING Keeli Hand-Droege 918-697-8509

821 Osage Ave Bartlesville   SOLD! Keeli Hand-Droege  918.697.8509

2232 Kristin Lane Bartlesville 4/3/3 $159,000 Amos Radlinger 918-766-2361

5725 Hazel Road Bartlesville  PENDING Brian Saltzman 918-214-3053

220 SE Roselawn Ave Bartlesville 4/1.5/2 $149,995 Dusty Brown 918-766-4126

1406 May Lane Bartlesville 3/2/2 SOLD! Chris Hester 918-333-8700

3012 Loris Lane Bartlesville  SOLD! Janette Roark 918-907-1327

4606 Cara Lee Lane Bartlesville 3/2/2 $127,900 Melissa Henry 918-440-1177

1741 East Drive Bartlesville  SOLD! Melissa Henry 918-440-1177

313 Morningside Ave Bartlesvile 3/2/2 $84,900 Charlene Bejcek 918.440.4763

1009 Macklyn Lane  Bartlesville  4/2/2  $89,000  Amos Radlinger  918-766-2361

708 Yale Drive Bartlesville  SOLD! Amos Radlinger 918-766-2361

5249 Nowata Road #J102 Bartlesville  PENDING Chris Hester 918-333-8700

5217 Nowata Road #C-203 Bartlesville 2/2 $61,900 Chris Hester 918-333-8700

121 N. Park Ave Bartlesville 2/1/2 $25,000 Chris Hester 918-333-8700

SURROUNDING AREAS
Rt 1, Box 89  Wann 3/2/2 $299,900  Cindy Folk 918-559-9905

14851 N 3994 Way E Dewey 3/2/6 $279,900 Linda Loftis 918-855-4334

8800 N 4010 Road Oklahoma Union  SOLD! Keeli Hand-Droege 918-697-8509

102 S Baker Street Copan  SOLD! Andrew Gordon 918-230-0864

1425 Sunset Road pawhuska 1/2/2 $134,000  Chris Hester 918-333-8700

210 Edens Ave Copan 3/2 $110,000 Keeli Hand-Droege 918-697-8509

107 Brahma avenue Dewey 3/1/1 PENDING Melissa Henry  918-440-1177

7748 Hickory Hill Road Bowring 3/1.5 $83,000 Andrew Gordon 918-230-0864

322 Ponca Ave Dewey   SOLD! Melissa Henry 918-440-1177

403 W Olympia Street Dewey 3/1/1 $69,000 Kathlene Blevins 918-440-1859

208 Walnut Street Wann 2/1 $60,000  Lindsey King 918-500-9170

217 S Shawnee Ave Dewey 3/2 $50,000  Charlene Bejcek 918-440-4762

31 County Road 3587 Bowring 2/1 $37,000 Kathlene Blevins 918-440-1859

RESIDENTIAL LOTS & VACANT LAND
S.E. Price Rd Bartlesville 50 Acres  $1,575,000 Janette Roark 918-907-1327 

3813 E. Frank Phillips Blvd. Bartlesville Comm. Lot PENDING Max Lutke 918-914-3813

6532 W 1781 Dr Bartlesville 150.17 Acres $675,765 Tom Blain 918-886-2276

HWY 75 North Dewey Comm. 8+ Ac $499,900 Tom Blain 918-886-2276

HWY 75 Caney Valley  100 Acres $499,000  Tom Blain 918-886-2276

3061 S.E. Washington Blvd. Bartlesville, OK 74006

Voted Best 
Real Estate Company!

Tulsa World 
Best in the World 
2015, 2016, 2017, 

2018, & 2019!

Janette Roark
918-907-1327

Brian Saltzman
918-214-3053

Amos Radlinger
918-766-2361

Max Lutke
Managing Broker

918-914-3913

 
Charlene Bejcek
918-440-4763

Cindy Folk
918-559-9905

Chris Hester
918-333-8700

Andrew Gordon   
918-230-0864

Dusty Brown
918-766-4126

Freda Brown
918-418-9506

Lindsey King
918-500-9170

Tom Blain
918-886-2276

Kim Tate-Connor
918-335-7193

Keeli Hand-Droege 
918-697-8509

Melissa Henry
918-440-1177

Kathlene Blevins
918-440-1859

3061 S.E. Washington Blvd.  •  Bartlesville, OK 74006

Kay Clopp
918-440-7077

YOUR HELPING HAND IN REAL ESTATE!
• 19 Years Experience
• Relocation Specialist
• Member of Top Selling  
  Hand Team

Keeli Hand-Droege
918.697.8509

keeli@handhouses.com
www.HandHouses.com

2916 Greenwood Ct • Bartlesville
4/3/2 • $179,900

Tom Blain • 918-886-2276

BACK ON THE MARKET!

1425 Sunset Road • Pawhuska
1/2/2 • $134,000

Chris Hester • 918-333-8700

NEW LISTING!

217 S Shawnee Ave • Dewey
3/2 • $50,000

Charlene Bejcek • 918-440-4762

NEW LISTING!
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www.coppercupimages.com        9183372781 

we love 
Bartlesville

Celebrate Valentine’s Day in style with an evening of  
music and dancing.  Live performances by Garrett Brown  

& Luke Christenson on February 14, 8 pm - midnight.

314 S. Johnstone Avenue, Bartlesville, OK  74003
Tue - Thu  Noon - 10 pm  |  Fri & Sat  Noon - 12 am

918-214-8252



A Lifetime of Love
Four Local Couples Thankful for Lives Full of Love
by Maria Gus

Paul and Sally Phillipe 

It was the perfect opening for a romantic comedy. Sally 
Phillipe stepped on campus at Frankfort Pilgrim College in Indi-
ana and somehow married the first man she saw.  

Sally was born in Northern La Grange, IN and Paul was born 
in Saba, Dutch West Indes, the son of Wesleyan missionaries. 
Saba is a small Caribbean island and in the mid-century the pre-
ferred mode of transportation was horseback. Young Mr. Phillipe 
had come a long way to meet his future bride.  

“It was God, I guess, that got him to that school,” said Sally. 
“In fact, he was the first person I saw when I got out of the car on 
campus. I was slayed by his beautiful brown eyes.” 

The couple married in August 1953 and went on to serve as 
missionaries in British Guiana and Manaus, Brazil. They raised 
two sons and three daughters and served almost 35 years before 
retiring to Bartlesville in 1993. The couple chose the area to be 
close to as much family as possible. 

The Phillipes both fell in love with the other’s strengths. “He 
was a man of character and I admired that,” said Mrs. Phillipe. 

“He was steady, a good plotter, just whatever his job was he did 
it. He was just amazing!” 

Paul especially admired Sally’s dedication, adaptability, and 
perseverance. “What she wants to do she just gets herself to it 
until it gets done,” said Paul.  

The couple said they have always stayed together through 
thick and thin. “You have to love deeply,” said Sally, “It’s more 
than the emotional feeling, it’s a commitment.” 

Offering sound advice for keeping a marriage strong, Mrs. 
Phillpe said, “Make your home a refuge, a wonderful place of 
happiness and joy and fun for the kids.” The Phillipes said making 
their faith a priority built their strong foundation in marriage.  

Paul, age 90 and Sally, age 87 say they’re still learning. “Love 
changes over the years,” said Mrs. Phillipe. “It becomes a deeper 
thing. It’s wonderful.”  

Tom and Margaret Johnson 

Margaret and Tom Johnson’s love story has a sweet beginning 
and an even sweeter happily ever after.  

When they first met, Tom Johnson was a young barber in 
Checotah, Oklahoma and Margaret was a junior in high school. 

“My girlfriend and I would go to the drugstore at lunch to get an ice 
cream cone,” remembered Margaret. “One day, he stepped out the 
door of the barber shop and asked if he could have a bite!” Mar-
garet may have been a little surprised but she was mostly charmed. 

“I said yes and we got to talking.” 

Tom said there was a perfectly good explanation for his behav-
ior. “I was just crazy! She was the nicest looking gal in the county 
and she’s still pretty today.”  

Margaret and Tom soon started dating, and in July of 1957 the 
couple were wed. The young couple moved to Tulsa, built their 
family by adding son, Todd, and daughter, Tonya — but they had 
no idea what lied ahead.  

Margaret and Tom are living proof that it always pays to be kind. 
Tom Johnson was not only a friendly and likable fellow, but as Mar-
garet well knew, he was also unforgettable. Through a series of 
recommendations, Tom Johnson interviewed to be one of the 
Phillips 66 executive barbers. For a small-town barber from Checo-
tah, this opportunity was sweeter than he could have imagined. 

Mr. Johnson said moving to Bartlesville was just the right thing 
for his family. The grateful couple said they made it work with 
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God’s help, loving each other, and being loving parents. Mrs. John-
son said their love is strengthened by their family bond. 

Mr. Johnson agreed. “I don’t think you realize it as much until 
you get older, seeing your kids grow up and have their children,” 

he said. “You have a bigger influence than you realize by doing the 
right thing.” 

Margaret and Tom say they couldn’t be more proud of their 
children and that they are helping others. “That is the great reward 
that comes,” said Mr. Johnson. 

Joe and Betty Hardin 

Dr. Joe and Betty Hardin were married in 1950, after a brief 
courtship. The couple met on a blind date set up through a 
mutual friend, and Betty knew fairly soon he was the one. “He 
had basic good values,” said Betty, who said his military service 
was also a part of what made Dr. Hardin so attractive. 

When he met Betty, Joe recalled that for him, true love, “just 
happened!” He added that at that young age, he didn’t think 
about it, he just knew. “Well, we’re pretty compatible.” 

When the couple met, Joe had already established a dental 
practice in Bartlesville and Mrs. Hardin said the community was 
bustling. In fact, the town was so busy the couple had a difficult 
time finding a place to live. They finally found a home on Keeler, 
where they raised their children, Steve and Susie, and made life-
long friendships that enriched their lives. 

Mrs. Hardin says a successful marriage also takes a lot of 
faith. “I would say have belief in each other.”  

Dr. Hardin added, “You have to be able to give and take, 
that’s a must. There’s always two sides and there are highs and 
lows. You have to go with the flow.” 

The couple lives a full life and are still staying busy together. 
They’re also looking forward to celebrating Joe’s 101st birthday 
in April. The couple said there’s no magic pill that will create a 
successful marriage, but staying positive and keeping balance 
seem to be the winning formula for the Hardins. 

Andy and Thelma Likens 

Andy and Thelma Likens were married in August of 1952, 
after meeting on the campus of Oklahoma Christian University. 
Andy played basketball for the university and later went on to 
play for the Phillips 66ers.  

Thelma said the couple first started as friends, and soon 
their relationship worked into love. For Thelma, Andy was just 
the kind of man she had always hoped to meet. “He fit my ideals, 
he was the kind of boy I wanted to marry.” For Andy, Thelma 
was the one. “I really fell in love with her.” 

The couple said they make their marriage work through love, 
prayer, forgiveness, and help from God. The couple also said 
they like to help one another whenever they can. 

“We enjoy each other,” said Mr. Likens. Mrs. Likens quickly 
agreed, “Yes, we have a good time.” 

The couple credits their faith for serving as the cornerstone 
of their family. Both Mr. and Mrs. Likens are still active at First 
Wesleyan Church. For them, sharing their faith with each other 
has helped them more than anything.  

“That community keeps you together,” said Mr. Likens. 

“I guess I always have loved him, even before we got married,” 
said Mrs. Likens, “From the very start we made God the center 
of our marriage.”  

Andy and Thelma LIkens are both in their eighties, and not 
only share a life of love but a beautiful family as well. They have 
two sons and a daughter, seven grandchildren, and 15 great-
grandchildren. For the LIkens, faith and family have served as a 
beautiful testament to their love and marriage. 
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GIVING BACK

When Jennifer Adair met TJ Hendrix in 2015, TJ had no idea 
where his life would lead. When she invited him to attend church 
in 2017 he started to feel a push. Hendrix said he didn’t really 
attend church growing up — it wasn’t his style — but after his 
second trip to church with Adair, something changed. This 
would be the preview of Iron Sharp Foundation. 

“God revealed his plan, changed my heart, and put us in a 
role to be servants and helpers,” said Hendrix, “It really began 
around Thanksgiving of 2017.” 

What began as an attempt to teach Adair’s young daughter, 
Brezie, about gratitude soon became the Iron Sharp Foundation. 
Jennifer wanted to expose her then 14-year-old daughter to 
service to others. When the couple couldn’t find a location to 
volunteer, they ended up helping a small ministry in Bartlesville. 

“A lot of the larger places were booked,” said Hendrix. “But 
we hooked up with Ardent Street Ministries.” Hendrix said the 
event didn’t draw as many people as they had hoped, so he and 
Adair made to-go plates and loaded them up to distribute 
around downtown Tulsa. That’s when Hendrix said he saw 
where they could begin to fill a need in Northeast Oklahoma. 

“We saw so much poverty in the area,” said Hendrix. “They 
really needed food and survival items.” That Christmas, Hendrix 
and his family started to build survival kits. The small family 
used their Christmas money to buy the kits, and stayed up all 
night making cookies to distribute to many living in poverty in 
downtown Tulsa. 

Soon after, Adair created a facebook page and named their 
new project Iron Sharp Foundation, after a verse in the bible 
from Proverbs. As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens 
another, the scripture told them. There was certainly some 
divine intervention, as the couple navigated creating a mission 
statement and developing their purpose. Once Adair shared her 
vision with Hendrix, he was convinced this was what they were 
meant to do.  

Since that time, the organization 
has continued to grow. The non-profit 
was established in 2018 and by 2019 
they had increased their giving by 
64%. In addition, people from their 
church, A Glorious Church Fellowship 
in Collinsville, started volunteering 
and contributing money and clothing. 
In 2018, they distributed 150 bags to 
needy families. In 2019, they deliv-
ered over 250. 

“God is challenging us more and more to grow,” said Hendrix. 

Iron Sharp Foundation is now looking toward the future and 
hoping to obtain a mobile food trailer. In addition, the family has 
moved to Washington County and begun more outreach in the 
Bartlesville area. They say there may not be as many homeless 
in Bartlesville, but there are poverty issues where they can offer 
assistance. 

Iron Sharp Foundation is constantly on the lookout to see 
where they can fill a need. Whether in Bartlesville or Tulsa, Iron 
Sharp is committed to feeding the hungry — with both food and 

faith. The couple has big plans to cre-
ate a program to help people rise up 
out of poverty, escape their challeng-
ing circumstances, and find a path 
forward with support from a faith-
filled organization.  

The family has a big heart to serve 
their fellow human beings, the sup-
port of their church family, and a 
great deal of passion to see it 
through. 

Iron Sharpens Iron
Foundation Looking to Serve Bartlesville & Tulsa Areas
by Maria Gus
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Now on Exhibit at the  
Bartlesville Area History Museum 

“Vaudeville to Cinema” 
The History of Entertainment and Theater 
in Bartlesville and the Surrounding Area 

City Hall — 401 S. Johnstone Avenue — 5th Floor 
www.bartlesvillehistory.com — 918-338-4290



An Invaluable Community Service
With CASA You Can Lend Your Voice to Children Who Need It
by Angela Henderson

Have you ever fallen in love with a place? 
Imagine that place in your mind. I’ll wait while 
you picture it. For me, that place is Bartlesville. 
When I’m in Bartlesville, I am HOME. 

With hindsight being what it is, I realize that 
no place is perfect. For me, Bartlesville comes 
pretty close. I feel confident saying that. I’ve 
lived in a number of places — Miami, Stillwater, 
Perkins, Owasso, Tulsa, McAlester, Alderson, 
and now, Claremore. I’ve also travelled our 
country and the world. I’ve been places. I know 
of what I speak. 

This little city on the prairie has it all — nice 
people, good schools, amenities, quality of life, 
good jobs, loving churches, the Kiddie Park, 
great barbecue, and the hot hamburger with 
brown gravy over all. 

What’s been missing is child advocacy. 
Bartlesville is fortunate to have Ray of Hope, 
but a court-appointed special advocate pro-
gram has been the missing piece. So, what’s 
the difference between Ray of Hope and CASA, 
you might ask? As a Children’s Advocacy Center (or CAC), Ray 
of Hope provides services to children who have been physically 
or sexually abused and who have been referred by law enforce-
ment to receive a forensic interview and possibly a physical 
examination to detect abuse. They employ a highly skilled staff 
who know how to identify abuse and ask children the right 

questions about what’s happened to them so 
that law enforcement and the district attorney 
can bring child abusers to justice. Many of the 
children seen at Ray of Hope are never placed 
in the State of Oklahoma’s custody. They may 
receive therapy and other services so that they 
can be safely maintained at home with a protec-
tive parent. 

The court-appointed special advocate pro-
gram, on the other hand, works with children 
who have been removed from their parental 
home and are living in foster care. We recruit 
and train citizen volunteers who work with one 
family and group of siblings at a time. Our mis-
sion is to ensure that (1) children are completely 
safe while living in foster care and (2) that they 
don’t languish in foster care, but are reunited 
with parents who have corrected the conditions 
in their homes that caused the children to be 
removed. Where that’s not possible, CASA 
works with others within the child welfare sys-
tem to identify adoptive placements. 

It is an important service that provides vul-
nerable children with an important safety net. It is an honor and 
a privilege to bring these important services to Bartlesville. If 
you’re looking for a way to make a difference, I invite you to join 
us. We have a training class beginning Saturday, March 28 at 
East Cross United Methodist Church. Call (918) 923-7276 or 
email emily@casaneok.org to get started today.  

Angela Remke Henderson is a 
1987 graduate of Bartlesville High 
School. She has been the Execu-
tive Director of CASA of North-

east Oklahoma for 15 years. 
CASA of Northeast Oklahoma is 

headquartered in Claremore, 
Oklahoma and will be opening an  

office in Bartlesville soon. 

Volunteer with CASA
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FROM THE HEART

Love Stinks
A Skunk Valentine Card That Never Should Have Been
by Lori (Wolkins) Kroh

I was in 2nd grade going to Woodrow Wilson elementary and 
I remember creating my Valentine’s Day box. It was a shoebox 
from Vandevers covered in white paper. We learned how to take 
a square of construction paper and fold it over and cut out a 
heart. I used the red, pink, and light pink papers and glued 
hearts all over.  

We read a poem about love and what it meant around the 
world. My mom went to TG&Y and we bought two packets of 
little animals with hearts cards. I needed 24. I can remember 
thinking how great it was to know about “Love.”  

On Valentine’s Eve, it was time to write the names of our 
classmates on the cards and decide who would get which ani-
mal. Immediately I chose the prettiest ones for my best friends 
— one girl got a sweet, little fawn with white dots on the hind 
quarter and a tiny heart hovering around it’s hooves. Another 
friend would receive the beautiful blue bird smiling and holding 
the heart with little wings, even though I’m pretty sure birds 
don’t smile.  

It came time to choose who would get the black and white 
skunk holding the heart and looking bashful. I instantly knew 
who should receive it! It was a boy who stunk. He never smelled 
good and I used to run from him at recess. A lot of us would sniff 
the air and then sing-song say Ewwww Stinky and run. We 
didn’t know about bullying back then...we only knew he stunk. 

I remember that morning everyone got to put their cards into 
each other’s Valentine box. I wore a red dress with white tights 
and patent shoes for the party that day. Isn’t love wonderful, I 
thought? I am ashamed to tell the rest of the story. However, this 
is a place for truth. As we popped the tiny hearts with sweet 
sayings into our mouths and opened our cards. It became abun-
dantly clear about love. We licked red lollipops and it felt good 
to be loved.  

The boy who stunk ... well, I remember him opening the 
cards one by one. He laid them out on his desk and it was such 
a coincidence because almost every card was the SKUNK! 
Everyone had given him the skunk! He sat there and started to 
look sad. Then, he got up and ran to a corner and wouldn’t turn 
around. At this point, he cried and cried and peed his pants. 
Again. We all stared. Love stinks.  

What I didn’t know until much later in life was that he had 
lost his mother the year before to cancer. This classmate had 
great stress and trauma, which is probably why he would have 
accidents and why he consequently smelled so bad. There isn’t 
a Valentine’s Day that goes by that I don’t think of him. If only I 
would have given him the little cat holding a basket of hearts, 
then maybe I would have spared him that day.  

My heart hurts for him and if he is by some chance reading 
this, please forgive me. Please forgive the collective group. 
Please forgive a card company for ever including a skunk as a 
cute animal. I learned that day what love is not. True Love is not 
giving the skunk card to someone. True Love is ripping up the 
skunk card and maybe writing a note of kindness instead. 
Sometimes, I encounter someone who I think stinks. They are 
just so rude and I give them a skunk card in my head. I write 
their name and hand it to them and say ‘take that - you stink!’  

What if instead, I remembered they could be dealing with 
great stress or trauma? What if I could give them a card with a 
little heart and it said “I care. Let’s talk.” I can’t take back yes-
terday and what I handed out, all I can do is make my box and 
hand out hearts going forward. Love isn’t always about giving 
the best — sometimes it’s withholding the worst. Let’s all take 
the skunk card and rip it up. To: (Fill in the blank)  

~ Your friend, Lori 
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EXPERIENCE
• New Hyundai service drive  
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• Interactive touch-screen  
   Hyundai brochure 

• All new lot lighting

2001 SE Washington Blvd, Bartlesville  |  www.GoPatriotAuto.com 
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