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UPFRONT

If you have followed our journey with
bMonthly over the last 22 months, and have
read any of my Upfronts or stories, you
know I am very transparent and not shy
about writing the words on my heart. I
believe that we all have a story that can help
inspire, give hope, right a wrong, lift up the
fallen, inform, inspire, and educate. That is
what we strive to do every month with
bMonthly magazine, through all the people
we meet and the stories we write.  

A couple months ago, as Christy and I
started looking at 2019 and what we wanted
to do for our themes and stories, I sug-
gested we should do a Black History Month
issue in February — which as far as we
knew had never been done to this magni-
tude. You have to go back many, many
decades for this issue and the incredible
stories of overcoming, and what you're
about to learn regarding the history, suc-
cesses, and struggles that many African
American families experienced in Bartlesville.
Families that we sit next to in church, our
next-door neighbors, our coworkers, fami-
lies our kids or grandkids go to school with
or play sports together.  

For example, the Williamses, Nashes,
Adairs, Ishems, Abrahams, Thompsons,
Washingtons, the Chambers, Gilkeys.  I can
keep going on with name after name of
families who have been part of this city’s
history, successes, and the moments of
overcoming the storm of racism! I know the
way I was brought up (in the south), and in
my family, nobody was treated differently,
and I CANNOT remember one time having
a racist thought growing up, or now! Our
eyes were opened while putting this issue
together, and let me just say many tears
from Christy and I and our staff have been
shed. I can say without a doubt in my heart
that this issue has been the most difficult,
heart-wrenching, tearful issue we have ever
put together! 

You know our passion for this city and its
people, and hearing some of these stories
has been emotionally draining.  Sometimes
we were angry, bitter, heartbroken, and sad,
but we were also hopeful because we see
so much good in this city. Is it perfect now?
NO. But through all the battles and setbacks
in the past, we as a city need to keep com-
ing together for today and tomorrow
because honestly, we are all in this together.
This crazy dance I call life!    

Growing up in Arkansas, one of my best
friends was black, Carlos Lowe. We ran
track together for the YMCA; we spent the
night at each other’s houses. We were like
brothers, and growing up we never treated

each other differently because of our skin
color.  We are still friends today. 

A few weeks ago, Christy and I lost an
exceptional person in our lives, Earline
Thompson. But for Christy, she lost a person
who had been like a grandmother to her.
Earline had worked for Christy’s grand-
mother for years, then worked for Christy’s
mom and dad until she retired. Christy does
not remember a time in her life when Earline
wasn't there. When you went to Earline’s
home, she had all these pictures of her fam-
ily and friends, and then there is Christy, the
only white person in the photos. At 2 a.m. on
Christmas, we got a call from Earline’s son,
Gerald Thompson, that Earline was not
doing well and we should come over and
say our goodbyes. Christy and I knelt at her
bed, held her hand, and I prayed over her. I
thanked God for her life and the influence
she had on so many people. Earline passed
away the day after Christmas. We wrote a
tribute about her this month, because in the
black community and in our own lives, she
was a beacon of light with her beautiful
smile and her giving heart. She will be
deeply missed. 

Christy and I knew this would be a sen-
sitive topic. But for us, we believed it was
vital that we look at each other the way
God sees all of us. We must recognize and
talk about the history, the sacrifices, the
wrongdoings, the successes, and the
changes that the black community has had
in Bartlesville. More importantly, I pray we
can embrace each other for who we are,
not because of the color of our skin,
because for me — who am I to judge any-
one?! My whole life I have been judged by
so many because of my mistakes and fail-
ures, but what I do know is that Jesus died
on the cross for all of us, and the way I see
it….we all have one thing in common...we
all bleed RED! God Bless!

upfront
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Wealth Management Division

Building Financial Success,
 One Friendship At A Time

*Comprehensive Financial
  Planning
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*Retirement & Investment
  Services
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Love Lifted Me
Are You Open to God’s Love?
by Pastor Steven Griffith, New Beginnings Family Church

We celebrate the most significant love relationship in
our lives in February. However, everyone does not share
the same opinion about February being a month of love.
For some, it is a time they experienced heartbreak, even
on the day of love — Valentine’s Day. When the month of
February rolls around, many people put up barriers and
build walls so they don’t have to deal with this issue
called love. 

We all want love, and we even say we all need love,
but too few of us are willing to give love. I am proposing
a different take on love this year. I’m proposing sharing
God’s love with those who need it most. It’s not romantic
love, but it is the first step in dealing with your unfortunate
experiences. Real love has the ability to produce forgive-
ness. Love is not love until you give it away. What would
happen if we learned to love like we have never been hurt
before? When we can love like God does, it lifts us to a
place of service that we don’t experience often, instead
of being stuck in a state of selfishness.

Three years ago, I found myself in one of those
uncomfortable situations. I was called out in the middle
of the night and encountered a devout atheist. This man
was dying and his family was desperate for him to know
God. He was so difficult to deal with that he would not

even allow any clergy to come into his hospital room. He
had lived his whole adult life as an atheist. Apparently he
had been hurt at a place where he was supposed to find
God’s love.

It was my job to go in and talk with this guy about his
faith. After some small talk, I sensed God leading me to
sing Amazing Grace. I had my own fears and doubts
about this man rejecting everything I had to say about
God, but God had a different plan. God took the words of
that song and began to melt his heart. His heart was so
open that when l tried to grab his hand to pray, he
grabbed my thumb and prayed with me. Something broke
in that man’s heart. I believe it was God’s love lifting him.

This was one of those moments when my love walk
was tried. I didn’t know how I would respond until it hap-
pened. I am glad I was open to God and I didn’t put up
walls because of this man’s differences.  

Finally, let God’s love build bridges and allow His love
to tear down walls.  In the Bible, God’s love is called char-
ity, meaning love in action. I am not suggesting you go
looking for people or projects, but when God presents sit-
uations to you, don’t run, don’t hide, but confront them
with His love, and He will lift you higher and higher. All you
need to do is be open to His love. (1 Corinthians 13:4-8).
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A little saving now 
can mean big dreams later.
Check out our Regent Personal Savings accounts
plus our Kid’s Club account at www.regent.bank 

105 N Maple • Nowata, OK www.regent.bank

918-273-1227

NOW YOU KNOW SPONSOR



The Soul of Sports
by Debbie Neece, Bartlesville Area History Museum

1947 Bartlesville Blues
For many area children, their first introduction to youth sports

came from school athletics, the Y.M.C.A., the Boy’s Club, or the
Westside Community Center.

Perhaps one of these opportunities spurred a group of young
athletes to play baseball for Bartlesville and challenge teams from
Oklahoma, Kansas and Missouri. 

The above-pictured African American semi-pro team, clad in
blue-trimmed uniforms, was a force to be reckoned with as they
proudly stormed the diamond wearing the large “B” logo of the

“Bartlesville Blues.” 

Negro League baseball historian and award-winning author,
Phil Dixon, visited Bartlesville in April of 2018 and said,

“Bartlesville might have a seat at the table as one of the most his-
toric baseball towns in the Midwest.” Bartlesville was often visited
by the Kansas City Monarchs. In fact, the legendary Satchel Page,
who played for the Monarchs for nine years, was in Bartlesville in
1945 on a barnstorming tour, when the Blues
stood against the Coffeyville All-Stars. 

With Bill McFarthing as their manager, the
1947 Blues roster held names like Melvin Russell,
Buster Guenn, Barry Thurman, brothers DeRock
and Roy Hays, Walter “Cookie” Chambers,
Speedy Gibson, Chester Daniels, Rufus Ryan,
and Cecil Little to mention a few. 

Bartlesville resident Bill Burgess remembers
riding on the Blues’ bus with the batboy, James
Lee McFarthing (coach’s son), while on a Boy
Scout trip to Claremore.  

Cookie Chambers graduated from Douglas
High School, played for the Bartlesville Blues from
1944-1946, accepted an athletic scholarship to
play baseball and football at Langston University

in 1946-1947, and found a baseball home with the legendary
“Guthrie Black Spiders” from 1948-1959. During his career, he
sponsored a Little League baseball team and mentored hundreds
of young men, instilling sportsmanship and character. 

Bartlesville’s segregated Douglass High School was coached
by Charles “Cool City” Smith during the 1955-56 football season.
The team made state history when they finished the year unde-
feated in the Verdigris Valley Conference, with the chance of

“taking down” the only other undefeated black school in the divi-
sion, Frederick’s Boyd High School. That chance was dashed
when the Bartlesville Board of Education refused to fund the 300
mile trip to Frederick. The Bartlesville Douglass Dragons and
Boyd High School were both crowned the O.I.A.A. Class B State
Co-Champions, leaving both to argue who would have won if they
had been allowed knock helmets.

The Douglass Dragons sharing the win were: William “Bill”
Burgess, Venson Cumby, James “Buster” Denison, Preston Hatter,

Roy Lee Jamison, Samuel Martin, Egynn Thomas,
Willie Dean White, Larry Neal Chambers, Charles
Day, Clarence Downing, Harvey Hicks, Lorenzo
Jones, Rudolph “Rudy” Nash, Richard Towers,
Wayne Marshane Chambers, Johnny Denison,
Larry Guery, George Ishem, Joe Bennie Jones,
Richard Ponder, Earnest Lee White, Marcus Strat-
ton, Rudy Goree, Roscoe White, Clarence Barnett,
Assistant Coach D.L. Enard, and Coach Charles

“Cool City” Smith. And on November 2, 2013 the
surviving members of the 1955-56 Douglass High
School State Co-Championship “Mighty Dragons”
took the stage as they were inducted into the
Bartlesville Athletic Hall of Fame.

Venson Cumby, who played quarterback for
the Dragons, was the first black player to try out
for the College High School football program, but

Charles “Cool City” Smith
1955-56 Douglass Coach
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returned to Douglass where he excelled at football, basketball,
and track. 

Another strong Bartlesville athlete was weightlifting powerhouse
Fred Collins, who was not only the Lightweight Powerlift Champion
of Oklahoma, but finished in first place in the 148-pound division
of the Arkansas State AAU Powerlifting Championships, beating
the Arkansas state lifting record by 100 lbs. 

Collins attended Douglass Elementary School and graduated
with the College High School Class of 1967. 

He began training in 1961, under the supervision of Bartlesville
Boy’s Club Director Jo Allyn Lowe, and by January 1965, Collins
won the crown of Oklahoma State Powerlift Champion with a lift
of 905 lbs. 

With a constant goal of self-betterment, his sophomore year
brought intense training, which paid off the following year, when
he beat his own state title with a lift of 1030 lbs, a 125-pound
improvement.

In May of 1966, he captured the Southwest AAU Powerlift
crown at Tulsa with a lift of 1065 lbs, his second Oklahoma
Championship.

He competed twice for the AAU National Championship, and
although he hoisted a personal best at each event, he fell just
short – placing second at Dallas in 1966 with a lift of 1140 lbs, fol-
lowed by a third place finish at York, Pennsylvania, with a lift of
1185 lbs. 

During his career, Collins held all existing Oklahoma records in
the bench press, squat, and dead lift in the 148-pound class. He
also held four fourth-place trophies and increased his personal
total lifts six consecutive times. 

In 1966, his six years of exercise, dedication, and powerlifting
produced an “enviable physique,” gaining him the title of “Junior
Mr. Oklahoma.” 

Fred Collins died June 10, 2000 at the age of 51 years.
Although he is gone, his legacy remains in the lives he touched at
the Bartlesville Boy’s Club. The late Jo Allyn Lowe referred to
Collins as “his first sergeant and a vital cog in the operations at
the Boy’s Club” as Collins took over the instruction of the weight
lifting program.  

From a small spark of a mentor grows a flame. Be the spark!

Fred Collins twice placed in the top-3 at the AAU National 
Championships, and was the Southwest AAU Powerlift Champion.

The Douglass High School Band 1941 Douglass High School football team and queen.

1955-56 Douglass High School plaque and trophy.

The home at 821 S. Johnstone Avenue was owned by oil
baron H.V. Foster in 1908 and was sold to H.C. Price in 1930
when the Fosters moved to LaQuinta, currently Oklahoma
Wesleyan University. 

The Phillips 66ers often hosted teams like the Oakland
Bittners and Cleveland Pipers, whose rosters included
notable black players. Several incidences of black players
being denied hotel rooms angered Phillips President “Boots”
Adams who resolved the lodging situation and fed the visi-
tors in the Phillips executive dining room. Then, Phillips
Petroleum Company purchased the homes in the 800 block
of Johnstone, the foundation for the Phillips Apartment Hotel
began in 1950, and the hotel opened in June 1952 to all play-
ers regardless of race or team affiliation. 

In the late 1960s, Seventh Street was widened
and renamed Adams Boulevard in honor of Mr. K.S. “Boots”
Adams.

Now You Know*

Did You Know?
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NEW UNITS
NoW avaIlablE

Storage Space
for Rent

• Electronic Security Gate
• Video Surveillance
• Concrete Drives
• Fenced
• Lighted
• 24/7 Access
• Drive-thru Security

918.335.8700
Next to ATWOODS

320 SE Delaware Suite 5
PO Box 996 | Bartlesville, OK 74005

918-333-5151

Stacy Fowler, Steve McConnell, and Linda Schoonover

AGENT FOR
GOODVILLE
MUTUAL



by Ann-Janette Webster
The cultural landscape of our city

would look vastly different if it weren’t for
a local creative icon. Whether educating
young adults in the arts,  acting on stage
and in film, working for equality, or har-
nessing the power of words to bring
peace and thoughtful living through his
original poetry… Morris McCorvey is
truly a modern renaissance man.  And
Bartlesville is lucky to call him its own.

Born and raised in Oklahoma City,
McCorvey came to Bartlesville as a State
Arts Council artist-in-residence in 1980,
and was with the council professionally
for 10 years. After leaving briefly for grad-
uate school at Oklahoma University,
McCorvey returned in 1986 to marry wife
Vivian. Married for nearly three decades,
the beloved couple have three sons, three
daughters and seven grandchildren, so far.

Alongside his artistic endeavors,
McCorvey served as executive director
for Bartlesville’s Westside Community
Center for 14 years.  He’s credited with
bringing the concepts of ‘mindfulness
education’ and the importance of ‘living
creatively’ to the center.

“My creativity is my lifeblood, and
enabled whatever success I had as
director of WCC,” said McCorvey. “I’m
most proud of having had the privilege
of serving a lot of kids who were at risk
of being overlooked; all of whom were
blessed with talents and gifts. Most
have gone on to successfully develop
those gifts and contribute them to the
human family.”

Among many other contributions to
our city’s youth, McCorvey created the

“Peacefull Warriors” program.  Using
poetry, group discussion, creative writing,
and mindfulness,  he’s inspired more
than 1,000 boys in 4th & 5th grade to
develop ‘peaceful strength’ and positive
ways of overcoming the pressures of
growing up in a post-modern world. 

“The name was a reference to an
excellent book called The Way of the
Peaceful Warrior, that never remains on
the library’s shelf for long.  I proudly own
ANYTHING those young people have to
say about my service to them.” said
McCorvey.  “For me,  I started writing at
13 and my motivation was Kipling’s If,
which I’ve shared with every one of my
students. That poem has been my
mantra since 6th grade.”

Speaking of poetry, McCorvey’s
“semi-retirement” has brought him more
time to fall back in love with writing his
own. You’ll find him sharing his unique
brand of wit and wisdom live from the
stage at the Heritage Theater Café & Pub
each month. McCorvey says  “Poetry
Night” was initiated by Giz and Glen
Robison to provide a venue for him to
share his work, but it evolved from there.

“The success has grown out of my
decision to make it an open mic scene.
The result has been a literal celebration
of the poetic wisdom and music that
resides at the heart of ALL human
beings.” said McCorvey. “Yes, I perform
my work and that of poets I revere; but
attendees experience poetry and song
from earnest local closet poets, as well
as visiting “professionals” who drop by.
It’s been enthusiastically received.”

Morris muses that having more “cere-
bral” time at hand has made him good at
writing poetry again.  While his life thus far
has been a colorful blend of exploits in
writing, education, activism, theater, film,
and more…at the heart of these pursuits
is a passion for living a life enhanced
through the arts and humanities.

“I believe the arts are vital to our sur-
vival. As Ferlinghetti said, “Life lived  -
poetry in mind - is itself an art,” said
McCorvey. “I once heard someone on
NPR say ‘It’s not business administration
that gets you through when your loved
one dies, it’s the humanities’ - of which
poetry is the very essence.”

When not busy writing and reciting
his works, Morris leads the Chess Club
at Wilson school and continues his work
in mindfulness with students at Kane Ele-
mentary.  He’s also proud to say that
being with his seven grandchildren is
high atop his to do list.

“I’m excited about having more time to
spend with my grandchildren. Who,
along with all the other kids I’ve served,
will continue to be my most significant
impact on people for quite some time,”
said McCorvey. “I hope to return to lead-
ing theater and poetry for youth soon,
and I expect to publish another collection
of verse this year. Hopefully I will even do
a bit more actingl. So, I’m not black his-
tory yet. But, I do appreciate the
appreciation.”

It may be Black History month, but
Morris McCorvey’s eyes are focused on
the future, and we will be better for it.

Poetry in
Motion
Morris McCorvey is Truly a
Modern Renaissance Man
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Courage to Stand
Ruth Brown had Strenth to Stand Up for Racial Equality
by Mike Wilt

Ruth Brown was at her home the evening of July 25,
1950, when a local newspaper reporter reached her by
telephone. She was not ready to make a statement. 

Earlier, Miss Brown,
Bartlesville’s public librarian,
had been called by Mayor E.S.
Dunaway to appear before
the city commission (now city
council). The meeting lasted
90 minutes. An hour later,
Miss Brown was informed the
commission had unanimously
decided that she be relieved
of her duties after 30 years of
service. No reasons were
given. No notes or meeting
minutes were kept. However,

many friends and supporters of Miss Brown firmly
believed that her dismissal had nothing to do with her
professional work for the city and everything to do with
her personal work for racial equality. 

Born in Hiawatha, Kansas, in 1891, Ruth Brown
moved to Bartlesville in 1919 to be closer to her par-
ents. She accepted the job as librarian in November of
that year. Almost immediately, she began championing
equal access to the library for African-Americans. It
was widely known that Brown spent Saturday morn-
ings “reading stories to black children at the library.”
That did not sit well with many in the community. 

In the late 1940s after World War II, Miss Brown
was among those who formed local organizations
dedicated to racial equality and a belief “in the direct,
non-violent approach to the race problem.” Brown
specifically mentioned “breaking down barriers of
segregation in restaurants and movie houses and
similar places.” 

The first step toward Miss
Brown’s termination was taken
on February 16, 1950. A group
of citizens appeared before
the city commission to request
an examination of the con-
tents of the public library, with

specific references to The Nation, The New Republic,
and Soviet Russia Today periodicals. The group con-
tended the publications illustrated subversion at the
public library. One member then spoke about how
Miss Brown was seen at a drug store lunch counter
with “two Negro women.” Being a private matter, the
incident was waved off by the commission. 

Matters involving the library and Miss Brown con-
tinued to percolate for several months, but remained
calm. In the summer of 1950, city commissioners
took a series of steps that led to the removal of all
existing library board members and the appointment
of new board members. Miss Brown’s termination
quickly followed. 

During the August 7, 1950, city commission meeting,
a group known as The Friends of Miss Brown asked
Mayor Dunaway if “the color question or communism”
were reasons for Ruth Brown’s dismissal. Dunaway
said it was “insubordination,” although he could not
cite any specific incidents and neither could any of the

other commissioners. 

On September 9, 1950, the
executive board of the Okla-
homa Library Association
created the Committee on
Intellectual Freedom. It was
directed to examine censor-

RUTH BROWN

As the Bartlesville public librarian, Ruth Brown championed equal 
access to the library for African-Americans as early as the 1920s.

“ [Brown] was unjustly and cavalierly 
discharged because of her private beliefs
and professional belief in free libraries. Had
she been professionally unfit to be librarian
then Bartlesville is somewhat tardy in 
discovering it only after thirty years.” 

— Oklahoma Library Association

14 b Monthly | FEBRUARY 2019

BLACK HISTORY MONTH



ship in Bartlesville. It concluded the actions of the cit-
izens’ committee violated the library’s integrity and
were “grave infractions (on) freedom of inquiry, thought,
and expression.” 

The OLA committee went on to say that Brown
“was unjustly and cavalierly discharged because of her
private beliefs and professional belief in free libraries.
Had she been professionally unfit to be librarian then
Bartlesville is somewhat tardy in discovering it only
after thirty years.” 

The committee also opined that “…censorship was
used as a weapon against Miss Brown.”

On September 20, 1950, Ruth Brown sued the city
to reclaim her job. The lawsuit eventually reached the
Oklahoma Supreme Court, which ruled the city had
the right to create a new governing board and appoint
a librarian. Communism and color did not enter the
court case. 

Four years after Brown’s dismissal, integration of
Bartlesville schools happened quietly and without inci-
dent. In 1956, actress Bette Davis played a character
that was based on Ruth Brown in the movie Storm
Center. In addition to numerous magazine articles,
newspaper columns and opinion pieces, an award-
winning book, The Dismissal of Miss Ruth Brown – Civil
Rights, Censorship, and the American Library by
Louise Robbins, was published in 2000. 

In March of 1992, Brown was recognized as a His-
tory Maker of the Past by the Bartlesville Women's
Network, during the group's National Women's History
Month. In March of 2007, a bronze bust of Brown was
unveiled at the Bartlesville Public Library and a schol-
arship fund was established in her honor. 

Ruth Brown left Bartlesville in 1951 to serve as
librarian for an all-black school in Piney Woods, Mis-
souri. Three years later, she became city librarian in
Sterling, Colorado. Ruth Winifred Brown passed away
in Collinsville, Oklahoma in 1975. She was 84. 

After learning she had been relieved of her library
duties that July evening in 1950, Miss Ruth Brown was
not prepared to speak. Little did she realize that her
courage and convictions in the 30 years leading up to
that night had already made a statement.

Ruth Brown dedicated her life to bring educational opportunities to 
minorities, which ended up costing her her job as librarian.

The Bartlesville public library was under the guidance of Ruth Brown
from 1919 until her dismissal in 1950.

The Bartlesville Public Library, where Ruth Brown worked.
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• We’re here to educate & help patients with a

medical marijuana card safely treat chronic

symptoms with medical cannabis

•   CBD line of products with terpenes

•   Education-driven environment

•   Physician ownership

Relief is here

Now Open

2700 SE Washington Blvd       |       918.214.8775       |       GreenLeafBartlesville.com

2700 SE Washington Blvd, Bartlesville
918-331-2329 • restorationsmedicalspa.com

New Location
Now Open



@tinkersglasshouse

600 E Frank Phillips Blvd, Bartlesville, OK 74003

ONLINE ORDERING AT www.tinkersglasshouse.com

Monday - Saturday,  11am 918.214.8054

WOOD FIRE grilled MEATS & FRESH BREAD
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DINING GUIDE

PAINTED HORSE BAR & GRILLE
COFFEE BAR: MON-FRI 9AM-9PM, SAT 10:30AM-9PM

KITCHEN: MON-FRI 10:30AM-9PM

* LIMITED MENU AVAILABLE FRI & SAT 9-10 PM

BAR HOURS

MON - THU 10:30 AM - 10 PM

FRI & SAT 10:30 AM - MINDIGHT

110 SW FRANK PHILLIPS BLVD.

918-333-1100 • PAINTED-HORSE.COM

Painted Horse Bar & Grill, together with Wolf Creek Ranch 
owners, Mark and Kelly Spencer, are proud to offer our locally

raised, guaranteed all natural Angus beef products. 

This February, show Bartlesville
restaurants some love! We are fortunate
that in a fairly small town like ours, we
have no shortage of great options to 
celebrate, or for everyday occasions.
Whether it’s breakfast, lunch, or dinner...
with your brother, friend, or lover... we’ve
got you covered! And remember, second only
to Mother’s Day, February 14 is the busiest day
of the year in the restaurant business! So don’t 
forget those reservations where you can!

Yum!
by Keith McPhail
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MONTEREY’S LITTLE MEXICO
SUNDAY - THURSDAY 11 AM - 9 PM
FRIDAY - SATURDAY 11 AM - 10 PM

3815 SE ADAMS RD.

918-333-5524
Located east off of HWY 75, Monterey’s Restaurant has a 

family-friendly atmosphere serving Tex-Mex food. 
Come enjoy our daily specials. Reservations are welcome 

and we offer catering for your group event! 
All sizes and venues can enjoy some of our menu items 

like our famous Chili Con Queso or Fajitas. 

RIB CRIB
SUNDAY - SATURDAY 11 AM - 10 PM

2077 SE WASHINGTON BLVD.

918-333-6200
WWW.RIBCRIB.COM

All You Can Eat Ribs every Tuesday from 4-close 

We offer fundraising for organizations. 

We can cater 10-10,000 people. 

Wood fire grilled chicken, fish, beef, and vegetables.
Smoked meats and bread baked in-house daily.
6,000 square feet and two full-service bars.

Upstairs event room and private meeting room.

600 E Frank Phillips Blvd, Bartlesville, OK 74003

Monday - Saturday,  11am 918.214.8054

SHORTIES
MONDAY - FRIDAY 10:30 AM - 2 PM

FRIDAY EVENINGS 5 PM - 9 PM

NEW LOCATION

DOWNTOWN BARTLESVILLE 
(IN THE ALLEY BEHIND PHAT TIRE)

Text or Call in Your Order To Go
918-331-6868

FACEBOOK: @SHORTIES.GRILLE
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DINING GUIDE

FRI, FEB 1ST @ 7PM
Movie Night, Yellow Beard

SAT, FEB 2ND @ 8PM
Music w/ RPM

THU, FEB 7TH @ 7PM
Stray Kats Movie Night

FRI, FEB 8TH @ 7PM
Variety Show

SAT, FEB 9TH @ 12PM
Lunchtime Music w/ Sophie Walker

SAT, FEB 9TH @ 7PM
Karaoke Contest

FEB 14TH & 15TH @ 5:45PM
Murder Mystery Dinner Theatre

SAT, FEB 16TH @ 7PM
Poetry Night

THU, FEB 21ST @ 6:30PM
Happiest Hour w/ Josh Wright

FRI, FEB 22ND @ 7PM
Karaoke

SAT, FEB 23RD @ 8PM
Jesse Weaver Band

THU, FEB 28TH @ 6:30PM
Happiest Hour w/ Matt Sanders

FRI, MARCH 1ST @ 7PM
Movie Night

SAT, MARCH 2ND @ 7PM
Karaoke for Adults

FEBRUARY - MARCH EVENTS
CALL 918-440-2393 FOR RESERVATIONSSAM’S SOUTHERN EATERY

MONDAY -SATURDAY 10 AM -9 PM

SUNDAY 11 AM - 7 PM

830 S MADISON BLVD.

918-876-3500
WWW.SAMSSOUTHERNEATERY.COM

Home of the Jumbo Shrimp! Come see what made 
us #1 in quality and quantity! Try our mouthwatering 

homestyle southern cooking. We offer 
Po’ Boys & burgers, seafood and chicken.

BAMBINO’S
DOWNTOWN BISTRO

MONDAY - SATURDAY 10 AM - 2:30 PM

CLOSED SUNDAYS

101 SE FRANK PHILLIPS
DOWNTOWN BARTLESVILLE (IN ITIO BUILDING)

918-336-0222
Best Salad Bar in Downtown Bartlesville!

Add a scoop of Chicken Salad or Tuna Salad $4.00

$3.50 $7.00 $8.00
1 Trip-Small plate 1 Trip-Large plate All You Can Eat
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The mission of WCC is to:

• Educate and empower the underserved in our community 
• Serve special and personal needs
• Serve economic and recreational needs
• Motivate and build character
• Serve the aspirations of the members
• Provide educational, cultral, social, and economic programs. 

WCC employs an executive director, executive assistant, and other staff to implement

these aims and meets regularly to review and guide WCC operations.

Thank You!
Mayor Copeland, ARF, Phillips 66, ConocoPhillips

Bartlesville City Council, & United Way

501 S Bucy Ave, Bartlesville OK 74003 • 918-336-6760

FEATURE SPONSOR



He was a black physician who cared for white settlers,
Native Americans, and negro freedmen. Originally from
Pennsylvania, Dr. George A. Tann homesteaded in Mont-
gomery County, Kansas, just west of Independence, in
1869. At the urging of founding father Jacob Bartles, Tann

moved his practice to the
north side of the

Caney River around
1881, after Bartles
built a small
building for
Tann’s office.
Tann’s resi-
dence was a
large two-story
frame house
located north of

today’s Price
baseball fields

along Tuxedo
Boulevard, a short

distance from Beck

Cemetery. It is unknown whether “Doc” Tann ever
attended medical school. He may have learned the trade
during the Civil War, where he served as a physician’s

Bartlesville’s Own
by Mike Wilt

DR. GEORGE
A. TANN

Matilda Moore was a prominent African-American in Bartlesville.
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aide. Nonetheless, much of black history in Bartlesville
begins with Dr. Tann.

President Gerald Ford proclaimed February as Black
History Month in 1976. However, the month-long cele-
bration’s roots date back to 1926. Dr. Carter G.
Woodson, a self-educated son of former slaves, was
convinced that the story of his people was being
ignored or misrepresented in American history, as well
as other cultures. He recognized the need for research
into the neglected past. In 1915, he founded the Asso-
ciation for the Study of Negro Life and History. Eleven
years later, Dr. Woodson launched Negro History Week.
The month of February was selected because the birth-
days of President Abraham Lincoln and abolitionist
Frederick Douglass were annually celebrated. The pur-
pose of the week was to educate others about the
little-known facts of negro life and negro people.

One little-known fact is that an area southwest of
Bartlesville was known to have been part of the Under-
ground Railroad. People of the day spoke of a “black
house” where escaping slaves were accommodated

during the day, as they fled to northern states during the
night. This was in the area along Gap Road (CR 3940),

West Side Story

African American women played a key role in Bartlesville’s west side.
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a shortcut between present-day Highway 123 and
Moose Lodge Road (CR 2400). 

Another little-known fact in 2019 is that in the early
1900s, Bartlesville negroes were not permitted to live
east of Santa Fe Avenue and south of Seventh Street,
known today as Adams Boulevard. Except for one
block on Maple Avenue and one block on Ninth Street,
blacks lived, worked, and worshipped in that confined
area on the city’s west side. 

One area was known as the “Y,” where two sets of
railroad tracks meet near Fifth Street and Santa Fe
Avenue. The “Brickyard” ran from Virginia Avenue west
to Bucy Avenue. It was also known as the “Shackle

Rods,” due to the pumping oil wells. Back in the day,
First Street (now Hensley Boulevard) served as a divid-
ing line for north and south Johnstone Avenue. The

“Bottoms” were located far north of the railroad tracks.
The area, which was of no interest to whites, got its
name by being located in the Caney River bottoms. It
was a place that often flooded. Nonetheless, Gratt
Rogers operated a restaurant there known as Gratt's
Place, which was located at 405 N. Johnstone Ave  . 

The west side of Bartlesville was a self-served com-
munity and home to many retail and service businesses.
These included barber and beauty shops, cafes and
restaurants, laundry and lawn services, grocery stores,
cab companies, and dance halls. 

Some of the eateries were Skeeta Jones’ Restaurant,
The Golden Pumpkin, Mr. Wray’s Café, Matthew’s Bar-
B-Que, Garcia’s Café, and Brown’s Café, to name a few.
Vivarene’s Beauty Shop, Irene’s Beauty Box, Just-A-
Mere Beauty Shop, Manning’s Barber Shop, and
Smith’s Barber Shop were also located on the west side.
Out-of-town visitors could stay at rooming houses
operated by Lorenza Jones, Aunt Lou, or Matilda Moore.
Hatter’s Grocery and McClendon Grocery supplied
market needs, and evening activities could be found at
Night Tracks, Brown’s Pool Hall, Hat’s, or 20 Gents.  

Not surprisingly, buildings throughout Bartlesville had
separate spaces for whites and blacks. The original blue-
prints of the Bartlesville Union Depot, completed in 1909,
included “colored waiting area” and “colored restroom.”
In addition, at the Arrow Theatre, black movie viewers
had a separate entrance and seating area. 

But Bartlesville’s west side story is more about peo-
ple, and it cannot be told without mentioning two

The original blueprints for the Bartlesville Union Depot included separate accommodations for African Americans in 1909.

Mr. and Mrs. Scott with Viola Fletcher in the center.
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prominent women: Luticia (Patterson)Walton and Sadie
M. Gibbs. 

Fondly called “Aunt Tishie” by her friends and
acquaintances, Walton was a beacon for black people,
beginning with her arrival from Van Buren, Arkansas in
1910. She was a Girl Scouts leader, a member of the
NAACP, and in the forefront of many civic clubs and
organizations. She died in 1984 at the age of 94.

Sadie Gibbs came to Bartlesville with her parents in
1916. A wife and mother of five children, Gibbs held
several important positions during the 1930s: St. Paul
District Association, Douglass School PTA, the NAACP,
and the State Women’s Association. In the mid-1970s,
she founded and organized the Golden Age (Senior Cit-
izens) Club of Bartlesville, which provided
transportation for the elderly. 

The Graves children enjoy a sunny day.

AUNT TISHIE Bobby Goree and his sister Johnnie Goree enjoying playing outside.

Jamie Washington dressed up in her Sunday best.
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Earline Wray, Luvenia Brown, and many other
women founded, led, and participated in many west
side clubs and organizations that had a wide range of
charitable and social purposes. Among these were the
Renaissance Club, Porte Soir (which means “open
door’), and the City Federation of Colored Women. 

Some black men were members of such fraternal
organizations as the Masons and the Grand Lodge of
Knights of Pythias. 

Bartlesville’s first negro officer candidate is believed
to have been Tech. Sgt. Luther Waters, who entered the
field artillery officer school at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. Sgt.
Waters had been stationed at Fort Huachuca in Sierra
Vista, Arizona. A member of the 1937 graduating class
at Douglass High School, he enlisted in the U.S. Army
in 1940. In addition to being the first local negro officer
candidate, Sgt.  Waters was the first black man from
Washington County to enlist as World War II drew near. 

Receiving an education presented its own set of
challenges. Before public school was available, black
children met in small church buildings or one-room
school settings at Daniels, Dunbar, or Martin – North
Separate schools.  

Douglass School, Bartlesville’s first public school for
African-American children, was established in 1907. It
went on to become one of the top-ranked schools in
Oklahoma.

The first seven black students were taught by Rev.
George Walls, in a Methodist church on Watson Avenue.

By the time the school had its first permanent building
on Virginia Avenue just south of today’s Frank Phillips
Boulevard, the census showed 15 black children in the
Bartlesville school district. Enrollment grew steadily dur-
ing the years, and reached a peak of about 300
students in twelve grades.

In 1949, Douglass School had its largest graduating
class in school history, with 24 students. Douglass was
also well known for remarkable athletes in track, basket-
ball, and football. The undefeated 1955 Douglas Dragons’
gridiron team was inducted into the Bartlesville Sports

The Douglass School High Steppers band and Douglassaires glee club were among the best in the state.

All-State selections from the Douglass School 1954 football team 
included Emmitt Robinson, who played center and nose guard, on the
left; Donald Adair, who played right guard and middle linebacker, on

the right; with head coach Charles “Cool City” Smith.
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Hall of Fame in 2013. The school also boasted an
impressive marching band (the High Steppers) and a
renowned glee club (the Douglassaires). 

As the Bartlesville Public School District began inte-
grating black children into other school sites, Douglass
began to reduce its classes and space. In 1956, Dou-
glass reduced to eight grades and later to six grades and
then K-3. It eventually closed in 1971.

Since 1976, the former students of Douglass, called
the Douglassaires after the old glee club, have held an
all-school reunion every three
years. The most recent reunion
was held in July of 2018. 

The Westside Community
Association was founded in
1950, as a center for the black
residents of Bartlesville. In
November of 1950, Phillips Petroleum Company CEO
K.S. “Boots” Adams donated a building and the city
allowed the WCA to purchase land at Ninth and Oak
Avenue for one dollar. The wooden structure was
home to the WCA until it was destroyed by fire in 1986.
However, it was later replaced with a new 56,000-
square-foot brick building at 501 SW Bucy, adjacent
to Douglass Park. 

For nearly 70 years, the WCA’s mission to encour-
age self-motivation and self-reliance has enriched
countless lives.

As time marched on, blacks began integrating into
many previously all-white professions and occupations.
In the 1950s, Carl Ishem and Susie (Ogans) Adair were
the first two blacks to work at Phillips Petroleum Com-
pany. In later years, Bettye Williams, Mary Thomas,
Shirley Washington, Pearly Carney, Betty Walton, and
Josephine Jones were sent to secretarial school as
part of a work-study program at Phillips. Once a bell-
boy at the Burlingame Hotel (now City Hall), Harland

“Pony” Chambers became Bartlesville’s first black mail
carrier in 1963.

Many African-Americans
also entered the areas of
healthcare, education, city and
county law enforcement, and
elected office. In 1995, Richard
Mitchell, an attorney for
Phillips Petroleum Company,
became the first African-Amer-

ican to serve on the Bartlesville City Council. 

Dr. Carter G. Woodson said, “Those who have no
record of what their forebears have accomplished lose
the inspiration which comes from the teaching of biog-
raphy and history.” 

Fortunately for African-Americans in Bartlesville,
there are records of what was accomplished by previ-
ous generations that today provide inspiration to all…
regardless of color. 

Douglass School, established in 1907, was Bartlesville’s first public school for African-American students.

Bartlesville’s west side story is more about
people, and it cannot be told without
mentioning two prominent women: Luticia
(Patterson) Walton, known to most as
Aunt Tishie, and Sadie M. Gibbs. 
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WCC
Brightens
Lives
Westside Community 
Center Makes Dreams Work
by Grace A. Birdman

For nearly 70 years, 501 S. Bucy Street has been a beacon of
light to the city’s west side.  Bartlesville Westside Community Cen-
ter’s mission is to educate the underserved in the community
through uniquely-designed cultural, recreational, and educational
programs. And they’ve been completing that mission very well
since 1951.

Traditionally, the center focused on serving the needs of those
living on the west side of town. But reaching out in unity to assist
and educate the underprivileged of all minorities in the area is high
atop its 2019 priority list. This non-profit, United Way agency aims
to motivate, build character, and foster the future aspirations of their
members. 

Westside Community Center’s new executive director, Sharon
Reese, is passionate about helping people reach their full potential.
After 20 years in the Navy in San Diego, and 10 years in OKC with
the Department of Housing and Urban Development, she returned
to her native Bartlesville last August. 

Reese is also a motivational speaker and author, and the direc-
tor/founder of Centralize Core Mentoring and Life Coaching
Practice.  She brings her experience, knowledge, and enthusiasm
from all these arenas to serve her hometown.

“I am a product of the WCC, and I grew up around this center. So,
I want to pay it forward and give back to the community in which I
was raised,” said Reese.  “I’d like to see the community come
together as we did when I was growing up here. Bartlesville is still
a very loving and supportive community.” 

An exciting campaign for renovations is happening at WCC, and
it’s one Reese plans to see to fruition.  The new high-tech Hans
Schmoldt Computer Lab brought new life to the center - but is only
step one in a plan to completely revitalize the decades-old facility.
Further plans include a new gathering space, outdoor grounds for
educational and athletic activities, and a new cafe and coffee shop
to serve students who call the center their second home.

One of Reese’s favorite mottos is “Teamwork makes the dream
work.”  You see that guiding philosophy in practice, as Reese and
her team work to prioritize educational needs of children, create
new programs for community residents, and place emphasis on
rebuilding community relations.

Westside Community Center has a strong history of enriching
the lives of its members through specifically-designed free educa-
tional programs. Each day when school lets out, the center’s halls
are full of students age 7-17 who come to C.A.S.H. (Community
Advanced Study Hall).  Students are welcome to do homework
assignments and research in the state-of-the-art Schmoldt Com-
puter Lab, which boasts Google Chromebooks, Cloud storage, and
high speed WiFi.  WCC staff and volunteers assist students as
needed, and tutoring in both reading and math are available.

The Peacefull Warriors Program - designed for young men in
4th & 5th grades - is a unique outreach, teaching fundamentals of
stress-reduction and self-control. Using group discussion, mindful
breathing, expressive writing, and other motivational techniques,
instructors take these lessons into Bartlesville Public Schools. It is
a model for peaceful ways to handle the challenges of growing up
in today’s world.

As older students prepare to join a modern workforce, the West-
side Community Center offers its W.E. Pro$per (Work Ethics)
program.  Designed for youth ages 13-17, this program offers boys
and girls monthly classroom sessions in business ethics, etiquette,
and career training.  After completing 24 sessions, students are
placed in summer-long apprenticeships throughout different sec-
tors of the Bartlesville community, based on their career interests. 

Reese and the team at Westside Community Center look for-
ward to an exciting time of continued growth in coming years.

“We’ve increased participation by 150 percent in our regularly
scheduled after-school programs like C.A.S.H. and tutoring. Enroll-
ment has doubled for Peacefull Warriors and W.E. Pro$per is
growing as well,” said Reese. “We’re also working to empower the
community with internal chair positions, so we have a voice in mak-
ing decisions that better Bartlesville.”

For those interested in helping WCC further its important mis-
sion, donations are welcome.  Half the center's working budget is
comprised of gifts from within the community. Volunteers can make
a hands-on difference by helping in computer lab tech support,
supervision and mentoring of students, homework assistance, and
tutoring.

For more information on the Westside Community Center, find
them on Facebook or online at www.wccbville.org.

Executive Director Sharon Reese, in the yellow shirt, hangs out with 
some of her youth at the Westside Community Center.
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Call today to see how easily 
neighbors can become family 
at Brookdale.

We’re close by  
    if you need us.

© 2018 Brookdale Senior Living Inc. All rights reserved. BROOKDALE SENIOR LIVING and  
BRINGING NEW LIFE TO SENIOR LIVING are registered trademarks of Brookdale Senior Living Inc.

Bringing New Life to Senior Living® brookdale.com

176962 SR

Brookdale Bartlesville South
Assisted Living
3737 South East Camelot Drive
Bartlesville, Oklahoma 74006
(918) 331-9409

Brookdale Bartlesville North 
Assisted Living
5420 South East Adams Boulevard
Bartlesville, Oklahoma 74006
(918) 333-9400

If you’re an older adult living at home, consider a change to Brookdale. We’re located near by,  
and we’d love you to see all the life-enhancing amenities available to you.

• Fabulous, home-cooked meals compliments of our dining team
• Private apartments with the comforts of home
• Personalized services from a dedicated, nurturing staff
• Opportunities to engage your interests, passions and purpose 

ANN I V ERSARY

YEARS & STRONG

PRE-QUALIFY
FOR YOUR
PERFECT HOME
DOWNLOAD OUR
APP TODAY!

arvest.com/home4me

Member FDIC
Arvest does not charge a separate fee for using its mobile apps. Messaging and data 
charges may apply, see your wireless carrier for details. Loans subject to credit approval.

Julia May
(918) 337-4341

NMLS# 1089585
arvest.com/jmay



Presented by

Broadway in Bartlesville!
www.BartlesvilleCommunityCenter.com   |   918-336-2787 • 800-618-2787

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3 at 7:30 pm
Tickets can be purchased at the door or at
www.BartlesvilleCommunityCenter.com 

TUESDAY, MARCH 5 at 7:30 pm
Tickets can be purchased at the door or at
www.BartlesvilleCommunityCenter.com 



Helping Kids Find Their Way
Nate Castillo Uses Hoops to Give Back to the Community
by Kelsey Walker

Nate Castillo has a heart for the youngsters that walk
through the doors of the Boys & Girls Club. After all, he
used to be one of them.

“My first encounter with the Boys & Girls Club was in
New York City,” Castillo says. “I don’t remember when it
started, but it was just my place to be. The Boys & Girls
Club became, for most of us, our second home.”

Castillo’s parents immigrated to New York City from
Honduras when he was very young, and he spent the
next 18 years of his life in the vast concrete jungle known
as the Big Apple. He relished the diversity of his sur-
roundings – the flavors, the people, the cultures – but
craved the greenery and openness found outside the city.
The Boys & Girls Club in his Bronx neighborhood intro-
duced the soccer-playing Castillo to basketball, but also
broadened his horizons.

Club volunteers took a genuine interest in him, even
going so far as to check up on his report cards. Castillo
also remembers how they took him to visit college cam-
puses outside of the city, and how that helped him
visualize his potential.

“I just remember how much they sacrificed of them-
selves to really just help someone that was not even
related to them, just kids from around the neighborhood,
just to help us stay on the right track,” he says. “They just
had a vision for us that, to this day, I try to share with the
Boys & Girls Club kids here.”

Castillo eventually attended college in the diverse &
beautiful city of Anchorage, Alaska, on a basketball schol-
arship. After college, he received an internship with ARCO,
which later became Phillips Petroleum. He spent several
years in Alaska, before being transferred to Houston. He
did a short stint in Bartlesville, and then San Francisco,
before returning back to
Bartlesville in 2006 with his
wife, Hilda, and their four
children.

It was while he was in
Alaska and then Houston
that Castillo first volunteered at the Boys & Girls Club. He
now volunteers at the Bartlesville Club, located at 401 S.
Seminole, leading a basketball fundamentals class every

Tuesday and Thursday evening. He is also serving his
second stint on the board of trustees.

“I want to help kids find their way in a fun and loving
environment,” he says. “I’m able to help kids out and just
open up the gym for them and let them know they can get
better through hard work.”

The skill-building class is open to any Club member,
male or female, and Club membership is just $15 per year.
Up to 50 kids will show up to practice to learn dribbling,
passing, blocking, and shooting fundamentals, and to
develop an understanding of the game itself.

“I tell the kids, no matter
what grade you’re in, if
you’re willing to give us two
days a week, we’re willing to
help you get better,” he says.

“It’s really my way to connect with the community. Volun-
teering is a wonderful way to give back to the community.”

For more information or to volunteer, visit
www.bgcbville.org or call 918-336-3636.

“I want to help kids find their way in a fun and 
loving environment. I’m able to help kids out and
just open up the gym for them and let them know
they can get better through hard work.”

— Nate Castillo

Nate Castillo with his basketball fundamentals class at the Bartlesville
Boys & Girls Club, which meets every Tuesday and Thursday.
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by Charlene Dew

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Oklahoma is a donor-sup-
ported volunteer organization successfully making a
difference in the lives of youth across the state. It creates
professionally-supported, one-to-one relationships between
children (Littles) and caring role models (Bigs). In a world of
causes, BBBSOK aims to change communities by helping
mentors empower children to reach their unlimited potential,
exposing them to new and unique experiences, and guiding

them to their biggest possible futures. Littles have the poten-
tial to change the world and BBBSOK is standing together
to defend it.

The 2018 Bigs of the Year, Derek Bransford and Carole
Henry, exemplify the mission to provide strong and enduring
one-to-one mentoring relationships that change lives for the
better, forever.

Bigs of the Year Ignite Potential

Derek Bransford & Zach
Derek became Zach’s Big Brother at a transitional time in Zach’s life, as he

had just started middle school.  Over the past two and a half years, they have
enjoyed go-carts, bowling, playing basketball, walking on Pathfinder, and
working out together at the Family Life Center. Zach plays football and Derek
attends many of his games. 

“I enjoy hanging out with Zach and getting to hear all about his high school
experiences,” says Derek. “I know how crazy that time in your life can be, and I
am grateful that I can be a part of that with him. My relationship with Zach has
been rewarding and makes me extremely happy to be a positive influence in his
life.”

Little Brother Zach says, “I like having the connection with Derek and having
someone to rely on, no matter what.”

Carole Henry & Sierea
Carole and Sierea were matched five and a half years ago

when Sierea was in fifth grade, but know they will be in each
other’s lives long after they graduate from the program. Her
mom wanted her to have a special person in her life to call her
own, since Sierea had many siblings in their blended family. 

Carole and Sierea have met consistently since the begin-
ning of their match. They started keeping a scrapbook of
activities, so they can look back at all of the good times they
have shared. They enjoy doing crafts, baking, attending plays,
and other community events.

“Being matched to Carole has changed my life. It is always
an adventure. Carole is easy to be with, fun and easy to talk to
— a true friend,” says Sierea.

Sierea’s mom says, “Having Carole matched with Sierea
has been amazing. They get along so well and are perfect for
each other. I’m thankful Big Brothers Big Sisters brought them
together; Carol will forever have a big place in my daughter’s
heart, along with mine.”

Carole recommends becoming a mentor: “If you just have
one hour a week to spend with a friend, then you would make
a perfect mentor, sharing new experiences and making mem-
ories together that will last a lifetime. It is very rewarding.”

Carole states, “My match experience has been better than
I could have imagined and I have gained a friend for life. We
enjoy our time together.”
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Making Everyone Feel Better After a Good Haircut
by Maria Gus

For Pure Image Barber & Beauty, looking good is
feeling good. Owner Brandon Thompson says he’s
inspired by the satisfaction his clients get looking in

the mirror after a haircut. He
knows that looking good,
great service, and relation-
ship building are the keys to
his success.

“My clients, both young
and old, leave my chair feel-
ing and looking better,”
says Thompson, “Not only
from the service they
receive, but from the great
conversations we always
have.”

Thompson grew up in Bartlesville and graduated
from BHS in 1999. In 2012, after finishing barber
school, he noticed that there weren’t any traditional
barber shops left in Bartlesville, and felt he could fill
the gap. 

In addition to offering
classic barber shop serv-
ices, Pure Image also has

“old school” straight razor
shaves with hot towel
treatments. Along with Thompson, the barber shop
also has TJ Armstrong on staff, as well as a profes-
sionally licensed stylist/makeup artist, Brittany
Nash. 

“The best thing about opening my own business has
been serving all walks of life,” says Thompson, “We
have received so much support from the community.”

Thompson has also made it a point to give back
to the community. Pure Image not only offers free or
discounted haircuts to those that may not be able to
afford them, but he also visits nursing homes and
hospitals in order to reach those who can’t come to
him. “Everyone feels better after a good haircut,”
adds Thompson, “So I like to do what I can to make
that happen for them.”

When customers visit Pure Image they will receive
not only great customer service, but a relaxing time
catching up with the staff. For Thompson, interacting

with clients is all a part of
the job, and he takes his
job of making customers
feel and look good very
seriously. 

Thompson says he
attributes part of his suc-

cess to his teacher and mentor Tyson Thompson,
who owns Chris Tyson Barber Shop in Tulsa. Pure
Image also has plans to grow by adding another
chair in the shop, allowing them to provide clients
with even more services. 

“We believe that image is everything,” says
Thompson, “We are a clean, friendly, and profes-
sional barber shop and we invite everyone to visit us.”
Pure Image was also voted Best of Bartlesville for
the last two years, an accolade they intend to con-
tinue to live up to in the future.

For more information on Pure Image and the serv-
ices they provide, check them out on Facebook at 
facebook.com/PureImage9183337873 or give them
a call at 918-333-7873 (PURE).

Look Good, Feel Good

The staff at Pure Image Barber & Beauty includes, from left: 
TJ Armstrong, owner Brandon Thompson & Brittany Nash.

“Everyone feels better after a good haircut, so I
like to do what I can to make that happen for
them. My clients, both young and old, leave my
chair feeling and looking better.”

— Brandon Thompson

BRANDON 
THOMPSON



After all these years . . . . . love never let go!by Keith McPhail
I'm writing this story so all who read

these words will know and feel what I
have wanted to share for such a long
time. An in-depth story, so this love
story can be read years from now by our
grandkids and other couples. I want
them to understand my undying love for
a woman that stood like a rock when I
fell to the ground, who never once
judged me, never completely gave up
on me, loved me when I didn't deserve
to be loved — and with all she had —
which sometimes wasn't very much, she
stood beside me when everything
around us was crumbling at our feet! 

This incredible woman is my wife, my
soulmate, my best friend, and the
absolute love of my life... Christy
Dutcher McPhail. Hum…oh how I love
the sound of that name. I told my
brother after the first time I saw her
when I was 16 in 1985 that I will marry
that girl one day — you watch! I tell her
all the time after all these years, I still
pinch myself that she is my wife. I will
say with all the breath I have, and shout
it out on the highest mountain, that this
woman melts me to my core, she is the

one who moves me, the one I desire, the
one who makes everything brand new,
the one who brought colors back into
my life, and the one I want to give all my
love to! 

Many of you know some of our love
story if you have read past stories I have
written. You know I am very transparent
about my journey and the man I am
today, because of a woman who, when
all hope was lost and everyone had
given up on her and me, she still
believed in me... in us, when I gave her
no reason to believe. Christy stood on
the Rock of His word, and against every-
one’s advice to end the marriage, she
stood strong and told the Enemy and
everyone who was against us that you
will not take my husband and my family.
Because of that stand she took and the
belief she had in me...with tears falling
down my face, I say to you that she is
the only reason you're reading this story
today! Christy never stopped believing
in me, and against all odds, she never
lost her faith! 

We have walked through many fires
and climbed many mountains together

to get this far. Almost 50% of marriages
end in divorce when there is substance
abuse involved. For us, six months into
our marriage, Christy found out her hus-
band had relapsed and was doing drugs
again — while she was carrying our
child, Grace. When all hope seemed lost
and I was at my end because of the
shame that I carried in my heart, Grace
stepped in! When you look at our
daughter Grace today, you will now
know why she carries that name.

Close to 25% of marriages end when
there is a death of a child! Losing Tyler
was an all-out battle on our marriage by
the enemy, and we defeated him again...
with love! Both of these life changing
events happened during our third
anniversary, and only by His grace does
our marriage stand today — stronger
than ever! 

I'm writing this to tell you of a love
story that...some may call it luck, some
call it by chance, some may call it a Cin-
derella story, but I honestly call it
destiny! It is a story of how two people
can love each other from the first time
their eyes ever met; the “true love” they

Love Story
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have always had for each other; and
how it lead us back together after 17
years apart. In my eyes and in my heart
I believe that true love is real because I
hold it everyday when I'm holding
Christy. I believe love will always win out!
I am very aware that many marriages fail,
and I have walked that walk, and Christy
has too. The way I see it, our story is
about “After all these years...Love
never let go!”

Does that make our story any better?
Absolutely not! But those who
have walked this journey
with us say they have
never seen anything
like it. This is my
story of the love I
have had for
Christy since that
fall night in 1985,
and how far we
have come
through the
heartache and
tragedy that has
filled our lives
and our family
after all these years.
I want you to know
this special lady I fell in
love with 34 years ago,
and share some of the let-
ters, notes, and cards I wrote her
when we started dating again. Who
knew after all these years I would be
writing our love story to thousands of

people right where it all began. This is
my way of sharing with you the most
incredible wife, woman, mother, and
best friend that I am so in love with. She
loved me when it was easier not too. To
me, where my love for Christy is con-
cerned, too much is not even enough!

What truly is amazing is that Christy
kept all of these poems, letters, and
notes — even after I dragged her
through hell and back, she still kept
them because she believed in the heart

of the man who wrote those
words, and no matter what

happened with us. She
believed they were

worth saving, and I
was still worth lov-
ing! I don't have
enough pages to
tell you the whole
story of us, but I
will share some
parts of letters
and poems I
wrote during the
time our hearts

and lives recon-
nected, and love

was all there was! 

I loved sending her
flowers when we first

started dating, so here are the
words from some of those cards.

“I may never be able to give you a
perfect man…. Not all days will be

sunny, some days blue, but there will
never be a day that you won't know
how much I love you.” 

“I always notice when you walk into
a room... it shines a little brighter.” 

“I hope these will brighten your day
and bring a smile on your face. Each
flower represents the beauty in you
and how God has touched each of
our lives with his amazing Grace.”

The last one I wrote that I will share
with you is short but powerful and it
said… “If there were nothing else but
love for each other... we would still
have all we need!”

I literally have 100s of these letters
and notes I wrote in that year and a half
we dated. My hope and prayer for this
story, and all the stories I write, is that
my words can help change just one life,
one couple, one family, one marriage...to
give hope when all hope is lost, to know
anything is possible with love...to never
give up, to never quit...to believe when
your belief is lost. To know the darkness
will turn to light, the tears will dry...your
heart will heal in time...that love is worth
fighting for with all you have...and most
importantly is to completely forgive and
only look back so you can see how far
you and your marriage have come.
Because “you held on to love when
love was letting go!”

I’m Simply Yours, Christy

— Keith   
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1

2

3

Bruins Wrestling Will
Rogers Conference
Tournament
8 AM; Bruin Fieldhouse

Bruins Wrestling Will
Rogers Conference
Tournament
8 AM; Bruin Fieldhouse

Before the Storm hosted
by Washington County
Storm Chasers
9 AM; Virginia Ave Baptist
Church Bartlesville 

BHS Band Banquet
6 PM; BPSD Fine Arts Center

Super Smash Bros 
Tournament
6 PM; Level 8VR 
Every Sunday from 6-9 PM,
Registration at 5 PM.

Broadway in
Bartlesville: Legally
Blonde
7:30 PM; Bartlesville
Community Center
A fabulously fun international
award-winning musical based
on the adored movie, Legally
Blonde The Musical, follows
the transformation of Elle
Woods as she pursues of her
dreams. 

BHS Basketball vs.
Sand Springs
5 PM; Bruin Fieldhouse (JV)
6:30 PM; Bruin Fieldhouse (G)
8 PM; Bruin Fieldhouse (B)

Johnstone Irregulars
Book Club
7 PM; Bartlesville Public Library

Book Club Meets Every First
Tuesday of the month from
7:00 PM-8:00 PM, upstairs in
the Literacy Office at the
Bartlesville Public Library.

OKWU Wrestling vs
OCU
7 PM; OWKU Gym

Preschool Storytime
11 AM; Bartlesville Public
Library
Storytime is 20-30 minutes of
books, songs, movement and
fun! Stay afterward for playtime
with puzzles, coloring, toys and
visiting! Storytime is free and no
registration is required.

OKWU Basketball vs
Sterling College
6 PM; OKWU Gym (W)

MMS Choir Pre-District
Contest
7 PM; Fine Arts Center

Wee-Cycle Kids 
Consignment Event
9 AM-7 PM; Washington
County Fair Grounds
We are now accepting
consignor registrations on our
website! Find out all about this
selling and shopping
experience. Come see all the
amazing bargains you can find
on gently used kids items! 

OKWU Baseball vs
Grandview
12 PM & 3 PM; OKWU Field

8

FEBRUARY
CALENDAR
SPONSORED BY

5

6

7
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9

15

16

Parents Night Out
6 PM; Good Shepard Child
Development Center
Good Shepherd CDC Parent’s
Night Out gives our parents the
opportunity to take a well-
deserved break. Go out for a
night on the town feeling
confident that your little ones
are safe and having the time of
their lives with their favorite
Good Shepherd CDC teachers.
The kids will play in the
classrooms, eat pizza, go
outside or to the playroom, and
watch a movie. 6-10 pm $15
per child (cash please)

Wayside Mister & Lil
Miss Dance
6 PM; Wayside Elementary

Wee-Cycle Kids 
Consignment Event
9 AM-7 PM; Washington
County Fair Grounds

Monthly Lego Club
10:30 AM; Bartlesville Library

OKWU Baseball vs
Grandview
12 PM & 3 PM; OKWU Field

OKWU Softball vs
Grandview
12 PM & 2:30 PM; OKWU
Softball Field

26

21

23

18OKWU Baseball vs 
Sterling
1 PM; OKWU Baseball Field

BHS Basketball vs. 
Tulsa Washington
5 PM; Bruin Fieldhouse (JV)
6:30 PM; Bruin Fieldhouse (G)
8 PM; Bruin Fieldhouse (B)

Madison Middle
School Heart Event
7 PM; Madison Middle School

Bruin Classic
9 AM-7 PM; Bartlesville High
School
60 Teams from OK, MO and
KS. Divisions for Boys & Girls.
Grades 3-8 Rec &
Competitive

Run the Streets Kick
Off
12 PM; Bartlesville High
School
Registration is now open for
Season 20 of Run the Streets.
Visit
runthestreets.org/season-
registration/

OKWU Softball vs
Grandview
12 PM & 2:30 PM; OKWU
Softball Field

OKWU Baseball vs
Grandview
1 PM & 4:30 PM; OKWU Field

OKWU Baseball vs Park
1 PM; OKWU Baseball Field

Gentle Reads Book Club
2 PM; Bartlesville Public Library
Contact Ms. Calhoun for more
information 918-338-4169.

Central 5K Race and 1 Mile
Fun Run
8:30 AM; Earl Sears Park

OKWU Softball vs William
Woods
1 PM & 3 PM; OKWU Softball Field

Super Smash Bros 
Ultimate Tournament
Paper Games w/ B-Villains
6 PM; 574 SE Washington Blvd.
17-Under Tournament free
$10 age 18-Over Tournament.

OKWU Baseball vs Mid
American Christian
2 PM & 4 PM; OKWU Field

FOLLOW YOUR
FAVORITE TEAM!
GET THE BRUINS GAMEDAY
EXPERIENCE APP 

 Member FDIC

arvest.com

After Hours Clinic

No Appointment Necessary

Monday - Thursday
5:30pm - 7:00pm

Saturday
9:00am - Noon

Regular Clinic Hours

By Appointment Only

M - Th 8:00 - 5:00
Fri 8:00 - Noon

"Building a Healthy Community
One Individual at a Time."

Elizabeth Sherrock, MD

M. Ryan Vaclaw, MD

William Davito, DO

Donald Simmons, MD

Se Habla Español 918-331-9979www.primarycareassociatesbartlesville.com

Mark Erhardt, DO

Daniel Holdman, MD

Janice Shippy APRN, DNP
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Bartlesville FSU
602 SE Washington Blvd
www.facebook.com/cfabartlesville

©2017 CFA Properties, Inc. All trademarks shown are the property of their respective owners.

Valentine’s Family
Night

Tuesday, February 12th, 2019 •
5:30pm-7:30pm

Join us for a fun evening with Valentine’s activities. Kids
wearing Valentine’s attire (red or pink) will receive a free

Chocolate Chunk Cookie*.

Valid only at Chik-fil-A Bartlesville. *While supplies last.
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Fri, Feb 1
9 AM
Caregiver Support Group
Hopestone Cancer Support Center
206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd.
All Caregivers are welcome.

10 AM
Material Pulses: Seven Viewpoints
Quilt Exhibit Begins
Price Tower Arts Center
510 S. Dewey Ave.
Material Pulses: Seven Viewpoints, an
exhibition focused on the art of quilt-
making, presents seventeen works by
seven fiber artists representing the
United States, Canada, and the United
Kingdom. Curated by internationally
renowned artist and teacher Nancy Crow,
Material Pulses contributes to the dia-
logue of contemporary textile arts.

12 PM
Art Exhibit: The Message 
and the Destination
Bartlesville Public Library
600 S. Johnstone Ave.
A one-man art exhibit in the large display
case throughout February.The event is
free to the public, and the show will
include more than 15 impressionist oil
landscapes by David Lawrence Cade.
The library hours are Monday-Thursday,
9am-9pm; Friday & Saturday, 9am-
5:30pm; and Sunday from 1:30-5:30pm.

7 PM
Movie Night, Yellow Beard
Heritage Theatre Café & Pub
306 E. Don Tyler Ave., Dewey

9 PM
Live Music
Solo Club
408 E. 2nd St.

The Stars Concert
Osage Casino Bartlesville
222 Allen Rd.

Sat, Feb 2
9 AM
Before the Storm
Virginia Ave. Baptist Church
132 S. Virginia Ave.
Washington County Storm Chasers are
hosting a severe weather event "Before
The Storm" with special guest Michael
Seger, Kary Cox, Jesse Post and your
WCSC team.

6 PM
17th Annual All That Jazz
Fundraiser Gala
Hillcrest Country Club
1901 Price Rd.
Save the date – you won’t want to miss
this signature party with a purpose. All
That Jazz benefits W.E. Pro$per job
training, Peaceful Warriors and other
youth programs at Westside Community
Center, a United Way agency since 1951.
Tickets are $100. For more information,
visit the Westside Community Center
website at www.wccbville.org

6 PM
St. John’s Catholic School’s 
18th Annual Gala
St. John Catholic School
816 S. Keeler Ave.
Shake off the winter blues and support
St John’s Catholic School’s 18th annual
Gala! Guests will enjoy dinner, dancing,
live music and a chance to win an Okla-
homa lake house getaway and a garden
makeover.  In addition, there will be a
cash bar and a wine pull.  The event
starts at 6 pm and tickets are $75 per
person. They can be purchased at
www.sjcs-ok.org or 918-336-0603. 

8 PM
Live Music
Price Tower Copper Bar
510 S Dewey Ave.

8:30 PM
Karaoke
Tinkers GlassHouse
600 SE Frank Phillips Blvd.
Come show off your singing skills with
Jacky and Michel. 21 & over.

Open Mic Night
Painted Horse Bar & Grille
110 SW Frank Phillips Blvd.

Live Music with RPM
Heritage Theatre Café & Pub
306 E. Don Tyler Ave., Dewey

Sun, Feb 3
3-5 PM
Life Drawing with Model
Price Tower Arts Center
510 S. Dewey Ave.
Pepper Hume is the facilitator for this
activity, as participants draw a live model.
Cost is $10 per person, and anyone
interested in the sessions, held the first
Sunday of each month, is asked to sign
up by the Wednesday before the session.

5 PM
Super Bowl Party
Heritage Theatre Café & Pub
306 E. Don Tyler Ave., Dewe
Game will be shown in the theatre on the
movie screen! Taco bar available, along
with beer and drink specials!

7:30 PM
Legally Blonde The Musical
Bartlesville Community Center
300 SE Adams Blvd.
A fabulously fun international award-win-
ning musical based on the adored movie,
Legally Blonde The Musical, follows the
transformation of Elle Woods as she
tackles stereotypes, snobbery and scan-
dal in pursuit of her dreams.  This
action-packed musical explodes on the
stage with memorable songs and
dynamic dances.  Equal parts hilarious
and heart-warming, this musical is so
much fun, it should be illegal!

Mon, Feb 4
10 AM
Elder Care Open House Tour
Elder Care
1223 Swan Dr.
Learn about Elder Care’s many programs
that help mature adults live happy,
healthy, independent lives. Take a guided
tour of Elder Care.

1 PM
Watercolor & Acrylic Painting
Classes  for Kids
Price Tower Arts Center
510 S. Dewey Ave.
Instructor Ashley Droigk will teach the
classes from 1-8:30 pm, Monday through
Thursday of each week, by appointment.
Cost is $15 per student for each one-
hour session, or a family rate of $10 per
child per hour is available.

FEBRUARY EVENTS CALENDAR 
Know of an upcoming event you would like to see on our calendar? Visit us at www.bartlesvillemonthly.com to submit a free listing!
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Tue, Feb 5
10 AM
Fine Art Class
Price Tower Arts Center
510 S. Dewey Ave.
Instructor Valerie Jones teaches art tech-
niques at the level of the individual.
Classes are held every Tuesday from
10am until noon, and the cost is $20 per
week, plus a $10 fee if you do not bring
your own art supplies. Visit the website
at valeriejones.com or contact Valerie at
valeriejonesart@gmail to join the class.

7:30 PM
Tapestry - The Carole King 
Songbook presented by BCCA
Bartlesville Community Center
300 SE Adams Blvd.
Music has always been a driving force in
Suzanne O Davis’ life as a vocalist, flute
player, pianist, teacher, and high energy
performer. Her roots started in Ohio at
the age of 5, where she was enrolled in
children’s programs at the Cleveland
Institute of Music. She has voraciously
studied in proper classrooms, private les-
sons, universities, and the road school of
hard knocks. Ticket prices range from
$19-$34 and can be purchased at
www.bartlesvillecommunitycenter.com or
calling 918-337-2787.

Wed, Feb 6
1-4 PM
Open Studio
Price Tower Arts Center
510 S. Dewey Ave.
Bring your own project and supplies to
enjoy the company of others while mak-
ing art. The open studio is free, and one
of the most popular activities at the
Bartlesville Art Association.

7:30 PM
Songbox
Tinkers GlassHouse
600 SE Frank Phillips Blvd.

Music + Bingo = SONGBOX. Free to
play! Win Prizes!

Thu, Feb 7
1-3 PM
Beginning Watercolor Class
Price Tower Arts Center
510 S. Dewey Ave.
Instructor Martha Reyburn teaches this
weekly class. Finish a painting in two
hours and have fun! Cost is $20 per class,
all supplies are included. Contact Martha
at marthareyburn@gmail.com to register
.

1:30 PM
Nutrition & Herb Study Group
Hopestone Cancer Support Center
206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd.
This group will study the uses, both med-
ical & everyday, of different herbs & good
nutritional practices.

5 PM
Business After Hours
Bartlesville Community Center
300 SE Adams Blvd.
Make valuable business contacts while
promoting your products or services.

5:30 PM
Big Brothers Big Sisters Youth
Bowl for Kids’ Sake
Red Apple Bowling Center
300 SE Adams Blvd.
Youth in grades 6 thru 12 are invited to
participate. Sign up at your school. Join
the fun and enjoy two games of bowling,
pizza, door prizes and more! Your partic-
ipation in raising money for Big Brothers
Big Sisters of Oklahoma helps other
youth in our community. This event is Big
Brothers Big Sisters’ largest and most
important annual fundraiser. For info, or
to make a donation call 918-213-4524

7 PM
Stray Kats Movie Night
Heritage Theatre Café & Pub
306 E. Don Tyler Ave., Dewey

Fri, Feb 8
9 AM
Wee-Cycle Kids Consignment Sale
Washington County Fairgrounds
1109 N. Delaware St., Dewey
Open to the public & free admission.
Over 20,000 items for newborns to teens.
Find books, toys, clothes, shoes and
baby equipment at 50-70% off retail!

7 PM
Variety Show
Heritage Theatre Café & Pub
306 E. Don Tyler Ave., Dewey

8:30 PM
Live Music with Ryan Hutchens
Solo Club
408 E. 2nd St.

Sat, Feb 9
9 AM
Wee-Cycle Kids Consignment Sale
Washington County Fairgrounds
1109 N. Delaware St., Dewey
See Feb. 8 for event details.

10 AM
Easter Basket-Making Class
Price Tower Design Center
500 S Dewey Ave.
Instructor Kathy Barham will teach the
class how to make a round, handled, flat
reed basket that participants can use for
Easter, or use different colors for another
holiday or for general use. The class will
run until 4 pm, and is for beginners ages
high school & up. Cost of the course is
$20, plus an additional $20 to cover
materials fee.

NOON
Lunchtime Music with Sophie Walker
Heritage Theatre Café & Pub
306 E. Don Tyler Ave., Dewey

7 PM
Karaoke Contest
Heritage Theatre Café & Pub
306 E. Don Tyler Ave., Dewey

7:30 PM
Heart & Soul presented by
Bartlesville Symphony Orchestra
Bartlesville Community Center
300 SE Adams Blvd.
The Bartlesville Symphony’s annual cel-
ebration of musical romance returns for
you and your valentine! Tickets range
from $14-$44 and can be purchased
online at www.bartlesvillecommunitycen-
ter.com.

8 PM
Live Music
Price Tower Copper Bar
510 S Dewey Ave.

8:30 PM
Karaoke
Painted Horse Bar & Grille
110 SW Frank Phillips Blvd.

Trivia Night
Tinkers GlassHouse
600 SE Frank Phillips Blvd.

Come play trivia with Triviago. Teams of
up to 6 people. Free to play. Prize for
winning team.

Mon, Feb 11
10 AM
OLLI@OSU Lifelong Learning
Classes for Seniors
Various Locations
No tests, no grades, just learning for fun!
Nine OLLI@OSU lifelong learning classes
run weekly from Feb. 11 - Mar. 21. Full
information and registration available
online at education.okstate.edu/olli.

1 PM
Watercolor & Acrylic Painting
Classes  for Kids
Price Tower Arts Center
510 S. Dewey Ave.
See Feb. 4 for event information.

Tue, Feb 12
10 AM
Fine Art Class
Price Tower Arts Center
510 S. Dewey Ave.
See Feb. 5 for event information.

5:30 PM
Women’s Cancer Support Group
Hopestone Cancer Support Center
206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd.
For all women currently in treatment,
newly diagnosed, & all survivors. Join us
to receive support from those who have
been on a similar journey, make friends,
& share ideas. Build lasting friendships &
meaningful relationships. The second &
fourth Tuesday of each month. 

Wed, Feb 13
12 PM
History & Traditions 
of Valentine’s Day
Bartlesville Area History Museum
401 S. Johnstone Ave. 5th Floor
February has long been celebrated as a
month of romance. Join Betty Keim in an
examination of the holiday. The programs
lasts until 1:30 pm.

1-4 PM
Open Studio
Price Tower Arts Center
510 S. Dewey Ave.
See Feb. 6 for event information.

7:30 PM
Songbox
Tinkers GlassHouse
600 SE Frank Phillips Blvd.

See Feb. 6 event for info.

Thu, Feb 14
1-3 PM
Beginning Watercolor Class
Price Tower Arts Center
510 S. Dewey Ave.
See Feb. 7 for event information.

EVENTS CALENDAR
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6 PM
APDA Parkinson's Caregivers 
Support Group Meeting 
Jane Phillips Medical Center Lower
Level Classroom
3500 E. Frank Phillips Blvd.
These monthly meetings provide infor-
mation on Parkinson’s & various
considerations regarding dealing with the
effects from the disease from a care-
giver’s perspective.

7 PM
Murder Mystery Dinner Theatre
Heritage Theatre Café & Pub
306 E. Don Tyler Ave., Dewey
Join us for the production of “The Clock
Struck One.” Tickets are $20 for show
only or $35 with prime rib dinner. Doors
open at 5:45 for dinner service then play
at 7. Great date night or bring a group of
friends and help us solve the crime! Call
918 440-2393 for reservations!

Fri, Feb 15
7 PM
Big Brothers Big Sisters 
Party Days
Red Apple Bowling Center
300 SE Adams Blvd.
It’s easy & fun to gather your team and
fundraise. Support one-to-one mentoring!

Murder Mystery Dinner Theatre
Heritage Theatre Café & Pub
306 E. Don Tyler Ave., Dewey
See Feb. 14 event for details.

8:30 PM
Live Music
Solo Club
408 E. 2nd St.

Sat, Feb 16
8 PM
Poetry Night with Morris McCorvey
Heritage Theatre Café & Pub
306 E. Don Tyler Ave., Dewey

Live Music
Price Tower Copper Bar
510 S Dewey Ave.

8:30 PM
Karaoke Contest
Tinkers GlassHouse
600 SE Frank Phillips Blvd.
Come show off your singing skills with
Jacky and Michel.$100 cash for first
place. 21 & over.

Sun, Feb 17
1 PM
Free Family Funday
Price Tower
510 S. Dewey Ave.
Free exhibition admission and feature
themed crafts that highlight the exhibi-
tion or the season. Crafts will engage
children and youth into an educational,
artistic experience in the gallery of the
Price Tower Arts Center.

Mon, Feb 18
1 PM
Watercolor & Acrylic Painting
Classes  for Kids
Price Tower Arts Center
510 S. Dewey Ave.
See Feb. 4 for event information.

Tue, Feb 19
10 AM
Fine Art Class
Price Tower Arts Center
510 S. Dewey Ave.
See Feb. 5 for event information.

5:30-7:30 PM
Kids Paint Class
Price Tower Arts Center
510 S. Dewey Ave..
Elaine Wilson teaches a monthly painting
class every third Tuesday, for children
ages 6-up. Cost is $20 per class, which
includes all supplies. To register contact
sjewilson@cableone.net or call Elaine at
918-630-7098.

Wed, Feb 20
1-4 PM
Open Studio
Price Tower Arts Center
510 S. Dewey Ave.
See Feb. 6 for event information.

7:30 PM
Songbox
Tinkers GlassHouse
600 SE Frank Phillips Blvd.

See Feb. 6 event for info.

Thu, Feb 21
1-3 PM
Beginning Watercolor Class
Price Tower Arts Center
510 S. Dewey Ave.
See Feb. 7 for event information.

1:30 PM
Nutrition & Herb Study Group
Hopestone Cancer Support Center
206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd.
This group will study the uses, both med-
ical & everyday, of different herbs & good
nutritional practices. 

5 PM
Parkinson’s Support Group
Elder Care
1223 Swan Dr.
Open to those with Parkinson’s disease
& their families. Guest speakers, break-
out sessions & socialization. Call
918-336-8500 for info.

6:30 PM
Happiest Hour with Josh Wright
Heritage Theatre Café & Pub
306 E. Don Tyler Ave., Dewey

7 PM
Big Brothers Big Sisters 
Party Days
Red Apple Bowling Center
300 SE Adams Blvd.
See Feb. 15 for event info.

Fri, Feb 22
7 PM
Big Brothers Big Sisters 
Party Days
Red Apple Bowling Center
300 SE Adams Blvd.
See Feb. 15 for event info.

7 PM
Karaoke
Heritage Theatre Café & Pub
306 E. Don Tyler Ave., Dewey

9 PM
Live Music with Jesse Weaver
Solo Club
408 E. 2nd St.

Sat, Feb 23
8:30 AM
Central Middle School Classic 
5K Race & 1 Mile Run/Walk
Downtown Bartlesville
8th & Cherokee Ave.
Registration fee for 5K is $30 and the
registration fee for the 1-mile fun run is
$15. Registrationfor both will be at Earl
Sears Park. This fundraising  event is
hosted by Central Middle School.

6 PM
Green Country Free Clinic
Trivia Night
Bartlesville Community Center
300 SE Adams Blvd.
This is a fun night of trivia supporting a
great cause! Call 918-914-3874 to
reserve a table of 8 for $400!

8 PM
Live Music
Price Tower Copper Bar
510 S Dewey Ave.

Live Music with Jesse Weaver Band
Heritage Theatre Café & Pub
306 E. Don Tyler Ave., Dewey

8:30 PM
Trivia Night
Tinkers GlassHouse
600 SE Frank Phillips Blvd.

See Feb. 9 event for info.

Mon, Feb 25
10 AM or 1PM
Learn to Paint 10-Week 
Class Begins
Price Tower Design Center
500 S Dewey Ave.
Tulsa artist Ross Myers will teach a 10
week painting class on Mondays.
Choose between morning or afternoon
sessions. New students will need to
come 30 minutes early for the first 3 ses-
sions for a drawing lesson. Bring drawing
paper, graphite pencils and eraser.
Classes will be held from 10am-noon, or
from 1-3pm. Cost of the 10-week course
is $242.

1 PM
Watercolor & Acrylic Painting
Classes  for Kids
Price Tower Arts Center
510 S. Dewey Ave.
See Feb. 4 for event information.

Tue, Feb 26
10 AM
Fine Art Class
Price Tower Arts Center
510 S. Dewey Ave.
See Feb. 5 for event information.

5:30 PM
Women’s Cancer Support Group
Hopestone Cancer Support Center
206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd.
For all women currently in treatment,
newly diagnosed, & all survivors. Join us
to receive support from those who have
been on a similar journey, make friends,
& share ideas. Build lasting friendships &
meaningful relationships. 

Wed, Feb 27
1-4 PM
Open Studio
Price Tower Arts Center
510 S. Dewey Ave.
See Feb. 6 for event information.

7:30 PM
Songbox
Tinkers GlassHouse
600 SE Frank Phillips Blvd.

See Feb. 6 event for info.

Thu, Feb 28
1-3 PM
Beginning Watercolor Class
Price Tower Arts Center
510 S. Dewey Ave.
See Feb. 7 for event information.

5:30 PM
Golden Hour
Elder Care
1223 Swan Dr.
Free social evening with live entertain-
ment, food, and giveaways. The event is
open to anyone in the community over
the age of 60. No RSVP is required.

6:30 PM
Happiest Hour with Matt Sanders
Heritage Theatre Café & Pub
306 E. Don Tyler Ave., Dewey

EVENTS CALENDAR
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MONDAY
9 AM
Yoga & Meditation
Bliss Studio

10 AM
Citizenship Class
Bartlesville Public Library

5 PM
Vinyasa Yoga
2nd Street Flat

5:30 PM
Spanish Class
Bartlesville Public Library

6 PM
Yoga & Meditation
Bliss Studio

TUESDAY
8 AM
Yoga & Meditation
Bliss Studio

10 AM
Fine Art Class
BAA Price Tower Design Center

Caregiver Support Group
Elder Care

6 PM
Prana Vinyasa Flow Yoga
Hillcrest Country Club

Yoga & Meditation
Bliss Studio

7 PM
Yoga & Meditation
Bliss Studio

Tuesday Trivia
Painted Horse Bar & Grill

Darts
Solo Club

WEDNESDAY
9 AM
Yoga & Meditation
Bliss Studio

9 AM
Tapestry Weaving Class
Price Tower Design Center

10 AM
Babies & Toddlers Storytime
Bartlesville Public Library

11 AM
Preschooler Storytime
Bartlesville Public Library

Wednesday Worship
K-Life Building, 107 E Frank Phillips

1 PM
Open Studio
Price Tower Design Center

6 PM
REFIT
Bartlesville Public Library

Vinyasa Yoga
2nd Street Flat

Citizenship Class
Bartlesville Public Library

8 PM
Bartlesville Amateur Radio Club
Club repeater at 146.655. PL tone of
88.5 required

9 PM
Karaoke
Solo Club

THURSDAY
8 AM
Yoga & Meditation
Bliss Studio

9:30 AM
Prana Vinyasa Flow Yoga
Bartleville Civic Ballet Studio

10 AM
Babies & Toddlers Storytime
Bartlesville Public Library

ESL Conversion Class
Bartlesville Public Library

WW Wellness Workshop
Bartlesville Community Center

11 AM
Preschooler Storytime
Bartlesville Public Library

12 PM
Upper Room Noon 
Worship Service
Johnstone/Sare Bldg. - 3rd Floor

1 PM
All-Ages Storytime
Bartlesville Public Library

Beginning Watercolor Art Class
Price Tower Design Center

5:30 PM
WW Wellness Workshop
Bartlesville Community Center

6 PM
Yoga & Meditation
Bliss Studio

7 PM
Nightshift Karaoke
Osage Casino

9 PM
Angelo’s Karaoke (21+)
Angelo’s Tavern

FRIDAY
9 AM
Yoga & Meditation
Bliss Studio

10 AM
Fine Art Class
Price Tower Design Center

12 PM
Eat Healthy, Be Active
Bartlesville Public Library

Men’s Bible Study
Sterling’s Grille

6 PM
Deaf Coffee Chat
Starbucks

9 PM
Live Music
Solo Club

9 PM
Live Music
Osage Casino

SATURDAY
10 AM
Bartlesville Artisan Market
Washington Park Mall

WCSPCA Adoption Event
Petco

7 PM
Gentle Stretch Yoga
2nd Street Flat

SUNDAY
7 PM
Gentle Stretch Yoga
2nd Street Flat

RECURRING
E V E N T S

2nd Street Flat
118 A W. 2nd St.

Angelo’s Tavern
130 S. Cherokee Ave.

Bartlesville Art Association
Price Tower Design Center
500 S. Dewey Ave.

Bartlesville Artisan Market
Washington Park Mall
2350 SE Washington Blvd.

Bartlesville Public Library
600 S. Johnstone Ave.

Bliss Studio
319 S. Dewey St, Ste. 100
Inside Curbside Closet

Elder Care
1223 Swan Dr.

Osage Casino
222 Allen Road

Painted Horse Bar & Grille
110 SW Frank Phillips Blvd.

Solo Club
408 E. 2nd St.

Bartlesville Weight Watchers
Bartlesville Community Center
300 SE Adams Blvd.

Bartlesville Yoga
MON/THURS: Bartlesville
Civic Ballet Studio, 110 W. 2nd
TUES: Hillcrest Country Club,
1901 Price Road

Upper Room Noon 
Worship Service
Johnstone/Sare Bldg. - 3rd Floor

OPUS NO. 35
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28 • CIRCLE CINEMA, TULSA 

PURCHASE TICKETS AT: OKMMUSIC.ORG • 918.336.9900

CELEBRATING OKM MUSIC’S 35 TH ANNIVERSARY WITH HORS D’OEUVRES, DRINKS, 
MUSIC BY HARMONY PROJECT TULSA & THE FILM, MR. HOLLAND’S OPUS

EVENTS CALENDAR



Remembering a
Bartlesville Icon
by Rita Thurman Barnes

To quote the late Ocie Oran Bald-
win, owner of the historic Baldwin’s
Rexall Drug, “I was born July 14, 1897
in Indian Territory about nine miles
south of Poteau, Oklahoma, in a small
community called Kennedy
on Goat Ridge, just four
months and two days before
Statehood”. And after his
birth, he set out to make his-
tory in Bartlesville. There were many
drug stores in the area, and they all
were worthy of patronage, but Ocie
Baldwin’s Rexall Drug Store on the
corner of South Keeler and 3rd Street
was a drug store to remember. 

Baldwin attended school in the
small town of Wister, and later moved
with his family to Gore. He recalled
that he was one of only two students
in his school who were not full-blood
Cherokee. They often sat on his
mother’s porch without speaking a
word, and she was very kind to them.
The family moved again to Sallisaw,
where his father was a Nazarene min-
ister. The young Ocie attended school
and church with the boy who grew up
to be Pretty Boy Floyd. 

The family moved once again to the
boom town of Hominy, where Baldwin
worked for a pop bottling company. He
remembered in an earlier interview that
it took three days to make and bottle
the pop, and three days to deliver it to
area oil camps. The family’s next move

found them in Osage which is now
under the waters of Keystone Reser-
voir. 

Baldwin also related, “We later
moved to Okesa, where life was very
exciting for a boy of 15. My dad
opened a barber shop there and out-
laws ran free and almost unnoticed.”
Baldwin recalled meeting many early-
day Oklahoma bandits, including Silas
Miggs, Al Spencer, and Henry Wells -
whose horse Baldwin saddled the day
he set out to rob the bank at
Nelagoney.  

Ocie Baldwin moved to
Bartlesville in 1923, where he was
employed by Empire Oil and Gas
Company, which later became Cities
Service. He married Zula Ann Pace

on December 24, 1926. He
shared that he became
interested in the drug store
business and went to work
as a “soda boy” for Don

Freiday Drug, where he worked his
way up and finally became owner.
He renamed the business to Bald-
win’s, and was in business for more
than 50 years at the time of his death
in January of 1983. Arnold Moore
was included among his pallbearers.

The Baldwins were well-known in
Bartlesville and were civic-minded and
active in their church. Ocie Baldwin
was survived by three sons at the time
of his passing – Jack, Don, and Robert
Baldwin; and one daughter, Mrs.
Norma Sue Baldwin Nuckols, and by a
community of loyal friends and
patrons of his store. 

Many Bartlesville residents still
have memories of Ocie Baldwin – not
as a youngster who saddled Henry
Wells’ horse, but as the dependable
and dedicated man who was forever
on his feet, seeing to it that the repu-
tation of his business lived on long
after him. And it has. 

Ocie 
Oran
Baldwin

Ocie Oran Baldwin with a customer at his Baldwin’s Rexall Drug

OCIE ORAN BALDWIN

“We later moved to Okesa, where life was very excit-
ing for a boy of 15. My dad opened a barber shop
there and outlaws ran free and almost unnoticed.”

— Ocie Oran Baldwin
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Teachers, do you have a co-worker 

who deserves a little extra credit? 

A teacher who goes above & beyond to make a difference in kids’ lives? 

Tell us about them!

Send us a message on Facebook with their name, school & grade level

taught and let us know in 500 words or less why they deserve to be

named Teacher of the Month!

@bmonthly magazine

We’ll recognize one winner each month now through the end of the school year. The Teacher of the Month

will be featured in our next month’s issue and receive an awesome prize package. Nominations are 

due by the 10th of each month. Once nominated, every teacher will remain a contender throughout 

the school year.  All winners will be entered into our Teacher of the Year contest.

Monthly Sponsors

Tate Boys Tire & Service

Chick-fil-A

Sugarica

Outpost Coffee

Denial Hair Salon

Sal’s Daylight Donuts

Bartlesville Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram

Fusion Massage & Wellness

Painted Horse Bar & Grille

Pop’s Daylight Donuts

123 W 2nd St, Bartlesville • (918) 504-7436

3kidsacake.bigcartel.com

$5 Valentine’s Day delivery to any school or business!



Teacher of the Month: Heather Smith Davis
by Tim Hudson
bMonthly is happy to announce the
February Teacher of the Month con-
test winner is Heather Smith Davis,
of Central Middle School. We had
the opportunity to sit down with
Heather and learn a little bit about
her and her passion for teaching. 

Where are you teaching, what
grade, subject and how long?

A: I’m teaching seventh grade Eng-
lish at Central Middle School. This is
my seventh year at Central and my
twenty-fifth year over all.

Give us a story where you felt
like you made a difference as a
teacher.

A: Last semester I had a group of
three boys come to me because they
hadn’t read a book for their book
project. I recommended a book for
them titled “A Long Way Down,” by
Jason Reynolds. It’s in verse and is a
fairly quick read. I brought them in
for Encore [an added hour for stu-
dents who need the extra time for
various reasons] and we read it
together. They were enthralled!
These boys are not bookworms by
any means. They have a list of
twenty-dozen other things they’d
rather be doing aside from reading.
When we finished the book, we had
a great discussion and they com-
pleted the book project and turned it
in on time. I felt pretty good about
the whole experience, but I felt really
amazing when they asked if we
could continue reading together.
Now, once a week, they come to my
room first thing in the morning and
we read together and then discuss
what we read. Currently, we’re read-
ing “All American Boys,” by Jason
Reynolds and Brendan Kiely. I
bought them their own books so we
can annotate in it if they want. I’m
not certain they’ll continue reading
when they’re no longer in my class,

but for now, these boys are readers.
That’s pretty amazing--that’s why I
step into the classroom everyday. 

What made you want to go into
teaching?

A: I used to sit in high school and
think of how I would teach lessons
differently. I actually used to do les-
son plans during my class. I never
had the nerve to share those plans
with my teachers, thank goodness!
But I figured out fairly quickly that I
was good at it. 

What could readers do to help
teachers?

A: GET INVOLVED! Public Educa-
tion is the cornerstone of a free
society. If you like working with
people, get involved with your
neighborhood elementary school or
one of the secondary schools.
There’s always a child who needs
mentoring, or even lamination that
needs to be cut out. If you know

that’s not your forte, get involved
with advocating for public educa-
tion at the state level. Write letters
or emails, make phone calls, go to
the capitol and visit. While 2018
was a historic year in our state, with
ground-breaking advances in public
education, it was just the start. We
have many miles to go before we
sleep, and these kiddos in my
classroom today (and tomorrow,
and the next year) are totally worth
the efforts. 

What are your plans for the
future?

A: I’ll be teaching, I think, until I’m 97
1/2 years old, give or take a few
years. Our daughters are in high
school and when they go on to col-
lege, I want to see them out on their
own and functioning before I give up
a “real” paycheck. When I do retire,
I’ll continue advocating for public
education, because I like living in an
educated society. 

Teacher of the Month Heather Smith Davis with one of her Central Middle School students.
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Josie
Oulds
by Debbie Neece, 
Bartlesville Area History Museum

L’Ouverture was an all-black school
established in 1908 to serve the
African-American community of
McAlester, Oklahoma during the pre-
civil rights era. L’Ouverture students
were constantly reminded of their her-
itage, as they participated in “Negro
History Week” programs and were
taught to be proud of their heritage. 

The school was not much different
than Bartlesville’s Douglass School
except two people who graduated from
L’Ouverture, fell in love and moved to
Bartlesville to build a life together. 

Ernie Lee Oulds Jr. was born in
Wilburton, Oklahoma in 1946, received
his education at L’Ouverture, and
obtained a Bachelor’s Degree in Math-
ematics at Oklahoma State University. 

His mother passed away when he
was only 10 years old and his father
remarried to Ruby Moten. 

Ruby mentored children though
education. She received her teaching
degree at Langston University and
taught first grade in McAlester for over
40 years. She also attended the Julliard
School of Music in New York and taught
private piano lessons in their home. 

Josie Marie Wilson was born in
McAlester in 1951, attended L’Ouver-
ture from first through eleventh grade,
and was awarded Valedictorian and
National Honor Society awards in the
sixth grade. Desegregation required
L’Ouverture students to transfer to
McAlester High School for grades 7-
12, where Josie graduated in 1969.  

During her high school summers,
Josie attended East Central State
College in Ada as an Upward Bound
Student, a program offered for disad-
vantaged youth, low-income families
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or first-generation college students who could possibly
need additional assistance to prevent academic failure.
Josie excelled.

Ms. Ruby was not only Josie’s First Grade teacher, she was
her piano teacher as well. Ernie and Josie met during one of
Josie’s private piano lessons. Josie was 11 years old and Ernie
was 16. Sometimes, if it was raining, Ernie took Josie home.
Due to the age difference, Josie always thought he was a

“man,” definitely not a life partner. 

After church one Sunday, Josie and her two friends went
to the Dairy Queen with Ernie and his brothers, Bennie and
James. Josie’s mother thought this was a safe daylight desti-
nation. She didn’t realize boys were STILL boys, even though
they went to church. Ernie’s youngest brother was driving and
he leaned over and pecked Josie on the cheek. Ernie said,

“Let me show you how a REAL man does that.” Josie blush-
ingly said, “He REALLY kissed me and I thought, I think I like
this man!” And that was how the love story began.  

The couple became engaged and Ernie came to
Bartlesville to teach mathematics at Sooner High School in
1970. Josie was completing school at that time but traveled
via the bus to check out Bartlesville. When she arrived in
March of 1970, it was the first and last time Bartlesville saw a
20” snowfall. Josie said, “When I looked out the window, I
looked right into a pile of snow; it
was window deep. And I thought
where in the world is this man
taking me.” She had never heard
of Bartlesville and she was dealing with snow up the “wazoo.”
But, Josie was not deterred. 

Ernie and Miss Josie Marie Wilson were married June 26,
1971, and after their honeymoon, they settled into their apart-
ment on Osage Avenue. 

On August 10th, Josie applied for a position at Phillips
Petroleum Company; the 11th she was called for an interview;
and the 13th she accepted a position as an accounting clerk,
from which she retired in 1998. 

Life is full of surprising
opportunities. In 1975, one
of Ernie’s students failed
his mathematics class at
Sooner High School. The
mother was extremely
upset and vowed to have
Mr. Oulds fired. Josie
declared, “Oh, no, he is
not being fired. He is the
only one around with the
nerve to tell you that you
have bad children and you
need to face the fact that
they need to straighten up.”

Don Eve did not defend
his son, he stood behind
Mr. Oulds and said he

“appreciated that Mr. Oulds did what needed to be done.” Then,
Don Eve offered Mr. Oulds an employment opportunity making

more money than the public
school paid. The result was a
thirty-year project management
career with Eve Industrial Supply
and Sodexo Marriott. 

Ernie’s sister, Patricia Ann Oulds, came to Bartlesville
about 1975 and was a cashier at Safeway for a few years
before accepting a teaching position at Jane Phillips School,
where she taught for over 35 years. She passed away in Jan-
uary 2018.

In 1976 Ernie and Josie’s son, Jerry Lee, was born. He
received his education at Bartlesville Public Schools and now
resides in Texas with his beautiful bride, Shannon-A'lyce Oulds.

Ernie and Josie Oulds have greatly impacted the
Bartlesville community. Through their membership at the
Greater First Baptist Church, Ernie served on the deacon
board, drove the church bus, taught Sunday school, and sang
in the choir. He was also a community mentor.

In 1997, as part of Bartlesville’s centennial celebration,
Josie wrote the detailed history of Bartlesville’s west side. She
has also participated in many Martin Luther King Day and
Black History Month programs, including “Miracle at Beck
Yard” and Westside Community Center programs.     

Although Josie’s prince charming passed away in 2011,
her sense of humor is bigger than life itself and there is no
voice that rejoices in the Lord as much as Josie Marie Oulds,
because she knows the meaning of life is LOVE. 

In spite of Josie’s physical limitations, her love of family
and friends is shadowed only by her passion for life and God.
She said, “If anybody asks you who I am, tell them ‘I'm a child
of God! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!’”

JOSIE & ERNIE OULDS

“I don’t want to not be black; you just don’t have to
treat me differently because I am black.”

—Josie Oulds

ERNIE OULDS
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Take a Shot
at Better 

Senior Living

Call (918) 335-2086 to schedule a visit.
1025 Swan DriveBartlesville, OK 74006

When it comes to choosing the right senior living 
community, a little smart strategy comes into play. 
Whether you or someone you love is considering 
independent living, assisted living or memory care, 
we hope Green Country Village is on the table. 
With exceptional private residences, welcoming 
neighbors and nearly non-stop activities, it’s the 
place to live, connect, grow.

GreenCountryVillage.com

1025 Swan Drive  •  Bartlesville, OK 74006 Not-For-Pro昀t Organization
9/18
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Janice Shippy APRN, DNP

Dr. Danny Holdman is an Okie native with a love of the 
outdoors. He is Board Certified and has extensive practice in 
Emergency Medicine. Danny currently serves as Medical 
Director for SAFE-NOW.

Janice Shippy received her Doctorate of Nursing in 2014 after 
more than 20 years of experience as a Nurse Practitioner. Janice 
has been an instructor for the BSN program at OKWU since 2008 
and recently moved to Bartlesville from Caney.

INTRODUCING

NOW SEEING PATIENTS

Daniel Holdman, MD

918-331-9979
www.primarycareassociatesbartlesville.com

4150 SE Adams Rd
Bartlesville, OK 74006PRIMARYCAREASSOCIATESPLLC

Board Certified by the American Board of Family Medicine
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LOOKING BACK SPONSOR

We saved you a place At the Top to celebrate and
luxuriate in your very own Jewel Box

• 5 unique one bedroom hotel apartments 

• In the heart of downtown  

• Laundry room with washers and dryers- free for tenant use 

• All utilities included: electric, water, trash, internet & wi-fi 

• 2 separate floors available for rent, 

each can hold 300 people

• Lobby 

• Great downtown views 

• Restrooms on each floor 

• Bridal party dressing rooms

• ADA compliant

• Elevator 

• Elegantly industrial Chicago 

school style building

• Building originally built in

1910, and was completely 

restored after a devastating

fire in 2010.  

• See us on TheKnot.com!

• Fully furnished

• Stainless steel appliances 

• Smart TV in each apartment

johnstone.sare@gmail.com | www.johnstone-sare-theroomatthetop.com | www.facebook.com/johnstonesare | instagram: @johnstone.sare.events

(918) 534-6011 100 SW Frank Phillips Blvd | Bartlesville, OK 74003 | 8 am-5 pm, Monday-Friday
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From the Prairie to the ‘Ville
George Tann was the First Doctor in the Bartlesville Area
by Kay Little, Little History Adventures

“She opened her eyes and saw a big black face close
above her face. It was coal-black and shiny. Its eyes
were black and soft. Its teeth shone white in a thick, big
mouth. This face smiled and a deep voice said softly,
‘Drink this, little girl.’” Those words are from Laura
Ingalls Wilder’s book, Little House on the Prairie, talking
about the doctor who saved her family from ague, while
they were living about 35 miles north of Bartlesville.

George Tann was born in 1835 (not 1825), in Penn-
sylvania, to free black farmers. In 1858, he married
Catherine and they had a son, William. George left
home to join the Union army during the Civil War. It is
believed this is when George became Dr. Tann.

Shortly after the Civil War, George moved without his
wife and son to Rutland Township, Kansas, a few miles
from Independence and less than a mile from the
Ingalls family.

In early 1870, Dr. Tann was led to the Ingalls’ cabin
by the family dog, Jack, to care for his human family,
who were all suffering from ague. The opening para-
graph of this article describes that incident. In August of
1870, Laura had been playing away from home. When
she returned, she found a neighbor lady and Dr. Tann
helping her mom with a new baby, her sister, Carrie.

Within the next several years, George married Eliza
and they had two daughters. Some people have been
concerned about what happened to the first wife, and
if he was legally married to Eliza. One theory is until
1888, there were no public records of weddings involv-
ing black people, which also meant no divorce records.

Shortly after his marriage to Eliza, George opened a
doctor’s office in Jake Bartles store, on the north side
of the Caney River, becoming the first doctor in this
area. The Bartlesville newspaper described him as “one
of the first doctors of recognized standing in this area.”

The pioneering Dr. Tann opened a “Hospital House”
along Coon Creek, just north of what is now the Price
Baseball Fields, off of Tuxedo Boulevard. Patients
received excellent care while at the 16-room hospital,
which sat on the claim of Sam Beck, a Cherokee Freed-
man. West of the hospital was the Beck Cemetery, named
for Sam. Several of the people buried in the cemetery
were some of the less fortunate patients of Dr. Tann,
including white, black, and Native American people. He
did not play favorites. Some people believe the unmarked
headstone surrounded by a fence is the grave of his
mother. He had been taking care of her at the hospital,
which is gone now, but the cemetery still exists.

Tann left Indian Territory in 1902, after someone com-
plained he did not have a true license. He returned to
his Kansas home and continued to practice medicine
there until his death in 1909. His obituary read, “A leader
among his race and his familiar figure will long be
missed.” He was held in such high regard that he was
buried in a prominent spot in the Independence, Kansas
cemetery, and not in the separate black section. 

This 16-room “Hospital House” was opened by Dr. George Tann.

The entrance to the Beck Cemetery, named after Sam Beck.
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Call us today. We’d love 
to have your business! 

918-338-4390

Downtown Bartlesville
300 SE FRANK PHILLIPS BLVD.

www.bancfirst.bank

where design creates results

918.337.2781     |     www.coppercupimages.com     |     design@coppercupimages.com     |     117 W 5th St, Ste 410, Bartlesville, OK 74003

Give us a call at 918.337.2781, or email us at design@coppercupimages.com



NOW HIRING
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FUNNY YOU SHOULD ASK

Not so Good Vibrations
by Jay Webster

Hello, my friends. Welcome to February - the month of love.

Wow. I really wish we could revisit this whole holiday calendar
issue. Whose idea was it to celebrate love in the bleak mid-win-
ter? Most of us are still working off the damage we did to our
bodies back in November and December. We have skin that
hasn’t seen daylight in months. And, we’re operating on a shave-
as-needed basis. But by all means, let’s stop now and try to

present ourselves as attractive to people who live with us and
know the truth. It can’t be done, I tell ya!

It’s really the Romans fault. They’re the ones credited with
coming up with this holiday in the first place. That should tell you
a lot, right there. We’re following in the footsteps of a people given
to wearing white togas (after Labor Day, mind you) and celebrating
gluttony in giant bath houses. No one looks good wearing a
queen-sized bed sheet and a rope belt. It’s just not slimming. And
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accessorizing with a dry, leafy
laurel you’ve been trying to keep
fresh in the freezer since fall,
doesn’t help much either.

I think we ought to move
Valentine’s Day to the spring. Now that’s a romantic time of year.
At the very least, we could switch it with St. Patrick’s day. You can
wear green and drink lime-colored Budweiser in any weather. And
who knows, the icy temps could actually dissuade many revelers
from getting stupid and freezing their shamrocks off. That would
be very lucky for the rest of us.

Speaking of lucky, I’m proud to say my mom and dad just
became full-time Oklahomans again. They’ve spent several years
living with dual citizenship between here and Texas. They went
from a condo in the concrete jungle of Houston (where turn sig-
nals are optional and you only drive fast if you want to stay alive)
to five acres and an open prairie sky.

My dad’s been celebrating by outfitting his “man-cave” with
every human convenience; along with accolades from his storied
career and exploits as a hunter. That means when you walk in, it
looks a bit like the lodge at Woolaroc, coupled with strange, but
rare, Asian artifacts. Chief among the oddities is a gift from a Chi-
nese client…a bowling-ball-sized glass sphere with my dad’s
likeness painted on the inside. So imagine a crystal ball, with my
dad’s head filling it, but now he’s a quarter Chinese and watching
you wherever you go. It’s a treasure to be sure.

On our last visit, he was eager to show me his latest “toy.” It
was a reclining, fully automated massage chair from Costco. He
was really excited about it. “And you don’t even have to put quar-
ters in it! You just push the button.” He immediately trained me on
the massage remote control, with varying levels of heat and vibra-
tion and intensity and duration. “It’s just like a real massage.”

After dinner he scheduled each of us a “massage session.”
Mine fell toward the end of the night. Dad insisted on walking me
out to the man-cave and running me through the remote control
high points again. Do you know how hard it is to get yourself into
a “relaxed state of being,” with your Dad talking to you about
pressure points and torque? “You’re gonna love this, ‘Sheila’ does
an amazing job! It’s just like a real massage.”

At that moment, I totally overruled the desire to ask my dad how
he decided on calling his Costco chair “Sheila.” Whatever the rea-
son was, I was absolutely sure it wouldn’t result in more relaxation.
Finally, he just rubbed my shoulders for a minute, gave me a quick
swat on the butt with a wink and left. “Take care of my boy, Sheila.”

So there I was, alone with “Sheila” and a giant bowling ball
with my dad’s face painted inside. I turned my dad around, but it
didn’t really help. He was still there. So I covered him with a towel.
I also disconnected the security camera. There was no reason to
keep record of this. Then I turned out most of the lights.

From there, well, it just got awkward. I never know what to do
at a massage. Do you get naked or do you leave your underwear
on? Do you talk? What happens if you need to pee? It’s a whole
laundry list of issues for me. And Sheila was no help. It’s not like I
could ask her these questions. It would make me look like a “mas-

sage novice.” I wasn’t about to
embarrass myself in front of a
chair from Costco. (Eventually, I
just manned up, locked the door
and stripped down to my boxers
- just to be safe.)

From there I had to select from all the options like I was build-
ing a sandwich at Subway. I settled on something called a “deep
tissue massage” with radiating heat and stress relieving vibrations
for 30 minutes. Sheila immediately began arguing with me in a
series of beeps. I told her, “She doesn’t know me like that and I
know exactly what massage I want! Give it to me. I can take it.”

Now, what most people won’t tell you about a massage chair,
is that they are a little creepy (like being cuddled by Darth Vader)
and very disorienting. It starts when you close your eyes. Then the
chair begins to warm just past 98.6 degrees. Some little rollers
begin to knead your neck and within two minutes you have no
idea where you are. So, you’re completely unaware that the chair
has reclined backwards past a 45-degree angle, so that your feet
are nearly touching the ceiling of the man-cave. I only became
aware of it when I stopped breathing momentarily. It turns out I
was suffocating because the movement of the chair had inadver-
tently pulled the towel off my dad’s crystal ball and onto my face.

That’s also when I realized Sheila had my arms and legs
locked helplessly in her leather-clad vice grips. I tried to get free
but she only squeezed me tighter.  I swung my head wildly to try
and shake the towel off my face as the chair just kept rising. When
the towel finally fell to the floor, I was face to face with two stuffed
geese locked forever in a taxidermy induced dogfight. I nearly
passed out from the Borax and glue.

Do you know how embarrassing it is to have your grandma
walk in for her “session,” while a Costco massage chair holds you
up by one ankle as you desperately try to cover your exposed
Valentine boxers? It’s not “relaxing,” I can tell you. And, I can
promise that’s not like any real massage I’ve ever had.

(Grandma and I just agreed to never talk about it - or look each
other in the eye - again. It’s been different between us.)

For what it’s worth, I just let dad think it was grandma who dis-
connected the security cam and covered his bowling ball head. I’d
been through too much as it was.

At any rate, I really hope you’ll give my calendar idea some
thought. If we can move a holiday like Valentine’s Day, I really
believe as a people, there’s nothing we can’t do. It might just be
the start. Who knows, maybe
we could do something truly
lasting and monumental.
Maybe, at long last, we could
rise up with one voice and tell
those in power: Stop Daylight
Savings Time! It’s almost too
much to think about.

Until that day my friends,
keep the dream alive. Talk
soon.

Do you know how embarrassing it is to have your
grandma walk in for her “session,” while a Costco 
massage chair holds you up by one ankle as you 
desperately try to cover your exposed Valentine boxers?
It’s not “relaxing,” I can tell you.
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A Builder
of People
by Maria Gus

Rich in kindness with a loving spirit, Ear-
line Thompson left a legacy of building up
the people around her. Her way was gentle
but the results were powerful. Bartlesville
will reap the benefits of her influence for
years to come. 

Thompson was born in Sapulpa, Okla-
homa in 1930, and grew up in Bartlesville
with her nine brothers and sisters. She
attended Douglas School and was a mem-
ber of many service organizations that
helped others grow and succeed. Thompson
belonged to organizations that, like her,
worked hard behind the scenes to quietly
help others, and
make a signifi-
cant difference in
their lives. Some
of those organi-
zations were
Oklahoma Home,
Community Education of Washington County,
Westside Community Center, and the Feder-
ated Color Women Organization, whose
motto in 1910 was a fitting example of
Thompson’s spirit — “Lifting as we Climb.” 

Earline Thompson raised her own chil-
dren in Bartlesville, but she was also
employed by other families to help manage
their homes. Thompson shared her time
between her family and those families she
worked for, but somehow she knew exactly
how to guide her children and give them the
freedom they needed to learn about life on
their own. 

“One of the favorite things I love about
my mom is that she never interfered with her
children’s lives,” said Beverly Robinson,
Thompson’s daughter. “She was always
involved in our lives, but she never tried to
get you to change to please her. She would
let you figure things out. She was a great lis-
tener, also.”  

No doubt this is what made Earline
Thompson a favorite with her friends and

her employers. Thompson wasn’t one to
take the spotlight, but her quiet strength
made a lasting impression.

Earline Thompson’s strength and
determination played an important role
with her children. Her son, Gary, recalls
how she helped him find his way when he
was a teenager.

“I was about 16 years old, and I was just
terrible bad,” said Gary, “[When I turned 17]
mom had to catch a cab to take me to get
on a bus to go to the army.” Gary Thompson
said that action from his mother not only put

him on the right
path, but also
saved his life.

Robinson added,
“I have to admit
when I was a
young girl, I

would be jealous of the children in the fami-
lies that my mother worked for because she
would always brag about them when she
came home. Of course, later when I grew up,
I came to see that there was plenty of mom
to go around and she loved us all.  It really is
comforting to know that she is remembered
so lovingly by so many.” 

“She was just mom,” added son, Gerald
Thompson. “She loved us. She loved all that
she came in contact with. She gave us her
all, all five of us. Loved us, all five. Disci-
plined all five of us. Poured her life into ours.”

Thompson,
who passed
away December
26, 2018, was
the mother of
Pamela Young,
Beverly Robin-
son, Gerald Thompson, Gary Thompson,
and Kevin Harris. She worked in the homes
of the Beesleys, Kirbergers and Dutchers.
She also worked at the Westside Commu-
nity Center for a time.

“Mom really loved her church and the
community,” said Robinson. “She loved
being involved with groups that worked for
the betterment of people.”

Thompson taught by example and
showed her children that family should
always be a priority. Her children fondly
remember gathering every weekend. Earline
had two sisters who lived in Tulsa, Laura and
Puddin (Marietta. Nothing could keep those
sisters from being together. Thompson
never learned to drive, so she would load up
her family on the Greyhound bus or the train
to travel to Tulsa.

“Our Mom was a hard worker, and I’m
glad she taught all of us about the value of
working hard and helping others in need,”
said Robinson. “I look back now and won-
der how did she, for the most part,
single-handedly raise five children. I’m sure
her faith in God played a big part.”

Her love and strength grew beyond her
own family and
the families she
served. Many of
the people Ear-
line Thompson
touched are also
out in the com-

munity, serving others, and offering
encouragement to their own friends and
familes. Earline Thompson was a critical
piece to the lasting legacy of kindness her
family now shares.

Earline Thompson left a legacy of building up
people all around the community.

“Earline was family. When you talk about
content of character, she was one of THE
best examples.She shaped my views in a
silent manner by always being present,
loving, loyal, and kind.” 

— Christy Dutcher McPhail

“1 Peter 3:4 She had the ‘imperishable
quality of a gentle and quiet [peaceful]
spirit which is very precious in the sight of
God.’ She made us all feel safe. We love
you dear friend.”  

— Dona Beesley Dutcher
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Long-ago Summer Days
Remembering Warmer Days & Looking Ahead to Summer
by Rita Thurman Barnes

The coldest weather of the season, thus far, is moving
into the area as I’m writing this story today. Everyone I
spoke with over the recent Christmas holiday was happy
we had escaped the icy hand that Old Man Winter could
have dealt us, and so was I. 

But, as the years have gone by, I’ve grown fonder of
winter and have come to appreciate the beauty of its
stark glory. I remember walking to grade school in snow
that was literally knee-deep, and by the time I reached the
entry door to Horace Mann Elementary, my rubber boots
were filled to the brim with the white stuff that winter used
to impart so freely to those of us here in the old home-
town. When I was growing up, it snowed so often and so
heavily that school was often cancelled. We just weren’t
as prepared to handle nature’s winter bounty back then. 

So, while the clouds of winter are hanging low, I find
myself thinking of warmer days and fun times on the lake,
at area parks, and on the Caney River. We recently cele-
brated our 50th Wedding Anniversary, but when we were
just dating and mere newlyweds, my husband and I often
boated on the Caney, up toward neighboring Kansas. We
loved to pack a lunch and fish the day away. We both
recall coming to a spot on the river where it narrowed
down and became so shallow that boaters ahead of us

were having a hard time navigating. We managed to make
it through and enjoyed the trip, but I’ll never forget it. 

My mother’s family once enjoyed picnicking and cele-
brating at Johnstone Park. When the whole family
gathered for homemade ice cream or ice-cold water-
melon, we were a sight to behold – our parents, cousins
by the dozen, with aunts  & uncles all over, and my grand-
parents, as well. Later on, my husband and I also enjoyed
warm summer days at Johnstone Park, where our kids
wiled away the hours just as we did when we were their
age. And we’ve enjoyed taking our Dillon and Anika there
as well – five generations taking advantage of the gem on
the Caney.

On some of those long-ago warm summer afternoons,
my friends and I or a cousin or two, would ride our bikes
down to the river and have fun as only kids can do. There
wasn’t as much playground equipment to play on back in
those days, but what was there we enjoyed immensely. 

On the day the photos were taken that you see with
this story, I couldn’t help but think of all the fun-filled
and happy times that my family and I had enjoyed on
the spot of land on the Caney named after William
Johnstone, one of our city founders. So, while I wait
today for the barometer to drop and the thermometer
to do the same, I look forward to the warmer tempera-
tures that will return once again to Bartlesville and to
Johnstone Park. 

Rita Thurman Barnes at one of her favorite spots on the Caney River.

Rita Thurman Barnes enjoying a warm summer day while thinking
about the warm summer days that are just around the corner.

FEBRUARY 2019 | b Monthly 59

ONCE UPON A TIME



Pioneer Families
Chambers & Nash Families Helped Define Bartlesville
by Lori Just

Two of Bartlesville’s outstanding pioneer black families are
the Nash and Chambers.  

Roosevelt Adair moved to the outskirts of Bartlesville in the
20s as a farmer. He married Claire Turner in 1927 and together
they raised 10 children. 

Farming became difficult in the 30s and the Adairs moved
into Bartlesville. Living on the west side of town was still con-
sidered rural so they farmed, raised chickens, and grew
vegetables.

According to Ruth Adair Nash, 77 years young, “My dad
wanted to work for the railroad, but my mom didn’t like the
idea of him being gone. Therefore, he worked at Douglass
School as the janitor, which was real cool because we got to
attend all the games.”

The Adair children attended the all-black Douglass School.
Ruth played the clarinet for the Douglass Dragon band and was
a majorette, Girl Scout and a member of federated clubs such
as the National Association of Colored Women. She was nomi-
nated president of her ninth grade class and the following year,
she attended College High School.

Ruth married her school sweetheart, Rudolph Nash, follow-
ing high school graduation in 1960.

Rudolph came to Bartlesville in 1949 and also attended Dou-
glass. For Ruth,  “it was quite noticable, for how he moved and
how he sat down real easy.” Such notable “moves” were
explained by Rudolph as his fear of the new, big school. 

Rudolph attended two years at Bartlesville Junior Business
College. In June of that year they were married  they moved
back to Bartlesville and Rudolph began a ministry at Westside
Church of God in Christ. The church building experienced a fire
in 1976, but the structure was rebuilt and the congregation
merged with another church.

Their eight children all have college degrees, and some have
master’s degrees and range in occupations from teachers,
finance and energy, to business. She said, “As parents, we
always stressed the importance of education.” Ruth now has 22
grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren.

Drena Nash married Keith Goree and they live Bartlesville
with their three children. She is a special education teacher
at Bartlesville High School and is currently working on her
master’s degree. She is also the music director at Miracle
Temple Church. 

Lowell Nash is a heating and air technician at Phillips Petro-
leum Company in Bartlesville and pastor at Miracle Temple. He
and his wife, Valarie, have three children. He was a boxer
through the Boys and Girls Club, then enjoyed kickboxing as he
grew older.

Dana Nash pursued a biology degree at OSU in pre-med.
She married Marlanda Thompson and they have two children.

Mitchell Nash attended college on a football scholarship. He
received his degree in marketing and has a master’s degree in
human resources. He is Lives in St. Louis with his wife, Yvonne,
and their two children, and is employed at Boeing. He also
served 20 years in the U.S. Army.

Dana shown praying, with family members from left Mark, Lowell,
Mitch, David, Ruthie, Kristin, Ruda, and Drena.

Ruthie Nash with parents Roosevelt Adair & Claire Turner.Ruthie Nash with parents Roosevelt Adair & Claire Turner.
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Mark Nash attended college on a football and choir scholar-
ship and played the cello. He married Sonya and they have five
children. He works at the Wal-Mart Distribution Center in Texas.

David Nash received a full-ride scholarship from the Boys
and Girls Club/Phillips 66 and has a marketing degree and MBA.
He married Renesia and they have three children, living in Texas.

Ruda Nash lives in Texas with her four children. She holds a
master’s degree and is in the teaching field. 

“Liddle” Chrisston Nash also had a full-ride scholarship from
Boys and Girls Club/Phillips 66 and received a marketing degree.
She married Daveric Green and they have three children. They
live Texas, where she is also in the teaching field.

Rudolph Nash passed away in March of 1997, after 36 years
of marriage. He was the mild-mannered mentor of their family
and community. As a tribute, their church created the R.U.D.Y
Family Award in his honor, which is presented each year to an
individual or family based on the criteria of being Respected in
the Community, Understood by others, Dedicated to family and
Yielded to God.

The Chambers family also established themselves in
Bartlesville as a spiritual family who taught their children life
skills, work ethic, and how to be part of a family. 

Corinne Burgess was born in 1935 to Clarence and Maggie
(Rider) Burgess. She moved to Bartlesville with her family during
the sixth grade, where she and her siblings (Mary “Mae” Ellen,
Sarah Lee and William “Bill”) attended Douglass School. 

Her father was a construction worker and owned a barbecue
place, while her mother did domestic work in homes and
opened an eatery at the Westside Community Center, where she
cooked and sold meals.

After graduating Douglass High School, Corinne married
Harland “Pony” Chambers in 1953. 

Pony also attended and graduated from Douglass High
School, having excelled in football and basketball. He went on

to further his education at Kansas Tech Institution for two years,
before he and his four brothers were drafted into the United
States Army. Pony served in an all-black infantry during the
Korean War and returned home to Bartlesville in 1955.

Upon his return, he worked at Baldwin Rexall Drugstore
before securing employment in the janitorial department of the
United States Postal Service in Bartlesville. After several years of
hard work and dedication, he advanced his position to become
the first black mail carrier in Bartlesville in the 1950s. Throughout
his career, he was subjected to daily adversity, but continued his
employment with the Postal Service until retirement.

Pony and Corinne were the parents of Gwen, Brenda, Steven,
and Harland “Ron,” who passed away in 2005. 

Although the Chambers family faced segregation challenges,
Corinne focused her efforts on improving opportunities for black
and minorities with special attention to education. Her efforts
opened opportunities for her children to be among the first
black children to integrate Horace Mann School. 

She was also an active member of the Bethel AME Church,
Black Women Federated Club, The Four Leaf Clover, and the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP).

Well known among some of the notable families in
Bartlesville, Corinne helped support the Chambers family with
domestic service and catering endeavors. 

Corinne Chambers passed away in Bartlesville in December
of 2017, at the age of 82. As a strong black woman and influen-
tial figure, her life’s work, ambition, and sacrifices will forever be
treasured by her family and those in the community that were
impacted by her spirit. 

Corinne Chambers was known for her catering endeavors.

Corinne Chambers passed away in Bartlesville in 2017.
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Visit TriCountyTech.edu/HS
to learn more about our programs.

Jump-start your career or get a head start on 

college with certif ications earned for free at

Tri County Tech. These programs are designed 

high school sophomores, juniors, and seniors 

who live within the Tri County district which 

includes: Barnsdall, Bartlesville, Caney Valley, 

Copan, Dewey, Pawhuska, Nowata, Oklahoma 

Union, South Coffey ville, Wesleyan Christian 

School, and Wynona. Tri County Tech also 

serves many homeschooled students.

You have the option to complete a one-year 

certification or a two-year diploma. Upon 

completion of your program, you will be 

prepared to enter the workforce or continue 

your education. High School credits are 

received for all courses. Visit us online to 

learn more about our programs!

Automotive Collision Repair

Automotive Service Technology

Applied Welding Technology

Computer Repair & Networking

Construction Technology

Cosmetology

Culinary Arts

Early Care & Education

Education Accelerated By Service & Technology

Graphic Communications

Marketing Management

Medicine & Biosciences

Pre-Engineering

Pre-Nursing

Precision Machining Operations

Teacher Prep

H I G H  S C H O O L  P R O G R A M S
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FIELDS’ PHILOSOPHY

Yes. This simple, yet powerful word can be transfor-
mational – it can help you to avoid procrastination, stick
to commitments, and build better relationships. This les-
son came to me more than 20 years ago, and the
wisdom still resonates with me today. The experience
helped me rethink how I interacted with people close to
me, and the results have been very positive.

The knowledge came to me at a small breakout ses-
sion at a conference I attended. The speaker was a
gentleman by the name of Lee Manzer, who is now an
icon at Oklahoma State University. That day he shared
a story about him and his wife. He told us how every
evening his wife would have a diet soda and had done
so for years. After a very long day, Lee arrived home to
a panicked wife. There was no soda in the house. She
asked Lee to go to the store and get her one. Lee was
less than excited to help. He reminded her that she had
this routine for years, she had been out and about all
day, and she should have got her own. Lee continued
to lament about his long day. After a bit, he relented and
got the soda. He returned not as a hero, but instead as
a heel. You can imagine how the rest of the evening
went.

The story is more than 20 years old. The exact events
may be slightly off, but the point is clear.  Lee went on
to say, if you're going to do it, then do it and reap the
benefits. Don't complain about it then do it. The way I
see Lee's point is that you might as well get the “love”
for your good deed. 

Today, the lesson I share has evolved to “Say YES.”
When your partner asks you to go pick up a soda, say

“YES.”  If they ask you to walk the dog - “YES,” empty
the dishwasher - “YES,” make the bed - “YES,” fold the
clothes - “YES.”  All the things I mentioned take less
than 10 minutes.  While I internalized the idea years ago,
I have to admit I haven't always been committed.  A few
years of experience have helped me learn to “pick my
battles” and to recognize it is not about keeping score.  

Occasionally, when asked to do a task I respond by
saying, “I'd be happy too.”  That is just icing on the
cake.  The key is about responding positively and
timely.  Author and speaker Mel Robbins wrote the book

“The Five Second Rule.” The five-second rule is simple.
If you have an instinct to act on something, you must do
it within five seconds or your brain will kill it.  I have cou-
pled Robbins’ thinking with Manzer's, and it works to
get me to respond “yes” to a request from someone by
acting on my instincts.  

This technique has helped me tremendously with my
daughter, Eva.  When she asks to play “hide and seek,”
Candy Land, or to read her a book, I quickly say “yes”
and away we go.  Ten minutes later, she is content, and
I am back to what I was doing.  Now, I don't always
have it within me, but more times than not the idea
works, and I am happy that I did.

I want to encourage you to give it a try.  You will be
amazed at how people close to you will respond, and
you will be surprised at how others will follow your lead.
Just say “YES,” you'll be glad you did.

Say ‘Yes’ & Transform Your Relationships
by Lindel Fields
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Available at:

• Price’s Meat Market
• Pure Image 
Barber Shop

• Grayson’s Donut Hole
• Peck’s Custom 

Butchering

Or 

order online

on Facebook

A Tradition of Excellence

BBQ Done Right!!
THEN

Grandmother, Lillie Mae

NOW

JEFF HALL REAL ESTATE
Jeff Hall
Realtor®/Broker
(Licensed Broker in OK and NC)

1740 SE Washington Blvd
Bartlesville, OK 74006

918.440.9199
jrhall@kw.com

BARTLESVILLE
Each office is independently owned and operated

4701 Silver Lake Road, Bartlesville, OK 74006

List Price: $1,700,000
Sold Price: $1,600,000

Under Contract in only 1 week!

JOHNSTONE RANCH BRURUD RANCH MIDTOWN PHILBROOK/GARDEN DISTRICT

Silver Lake/Old Tulsa Road, Ochelata, OK 74051

List Price: $1,200,000
Sold Price: $1,200,000

Under Contract in only 2 weeks!

1390 E 26th St, Tulsa, OK 74114

Main House • Pool/Spa • Carriage House

List Price: $839,000

CURRENTLY FOR SALE!

“My commitment to service is 
my commitment to you!”

33 Years of Real Estate Knowledge!

STARVIEW ESTATES

Executive Enclave in Premier Location 
across from Hillcrest Country Club

Lot Prices: $130,000 - $246,000
CURRENTLY FOR SALE!
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Making life work is our life’s work.
• Skilled nursing

• Physical therapy

• Occupational therapy

• Speech therapy

• Personal care, hygiene

• Companionship

• Assistance with
  errands

• Medical social work

• Transportation

• Home-health
  management

Free consultations, call 918.333.8500

A Heavenly Touch ™
Cleaning    Service

We don’t just clean...we care!

Residential & Commercial
Call for a FREE estimate

aheavenlytouchcleaning.com • 918.914.2159

Residential & 
Commercial Cleaning

aheavenlytouchcleaning.com
918.914.2159

You Will Love
How Clean 

Your Home Is

A Heavenly Touch™

Cleaning    Service

We don’t just clean...we care!

Call for a FREE estimate

Happy Valentine’s Day

The commitment to excellent orthopedic care doesn’t stop 

at our main campus in Tulsa. The expertise of the Tulsa  

Bone & Joint team is available right here in Bartlesville with our  

dedicated physicians and physical therapists. We keep life moving 

forward for our local patients with advanced prevention, care 

and treatment, and on-site physical therapy – close to home.

BARTLESVILLE • 4140 SE ADAMS RD (EAST OF THE QUARTERS) • TULSABONEANDJOINT.COM • 918.214.8232

BARTLESVILLE

Bartlesville’s solution for orthopedic excellence 
conveniently located close to home.

Scott D. Cochran, MD

Experienced Physicians and On-site Physical Therapy

David O. King, DO Henry F. Stroope, MD



Since 1908, the Church has been a Beacon of Hope for Many
by Rev. Victor Paul Sr.

In 1908, a small group of Christians
saw the need to organize a Baptist
Church in Bartlesville. They formed the
New Hope Baptist Church under the
leadership of Pastor Kilgore. Being
organized in 1908 makes Greater First
Baptist Church, formerly New Hope Bap-
tist Church, one of the oldest, if not the
oldest, churches in Bartlesville.

The church was located in the 700
block of Rogers Street, known as the

“Brick Yard.” It was also called “Shackle
Rods,” because nothing existed
past Rogers Street except
pumping oil wells. Shackle rods
were the long rods attached to
each oil well that pumped up
and down.

In 1925, New Hope Baptist Church
members approved a resolution to
change the church name from “New
Hope Baptist” to “First Baptist Church.”

Signing that resolution were Pastor J. W.
Jones, Church Clerk Ira O. Garcia, and
witnesses, John and Susie Hollingshed.
Initially, the church name was recorded
as “First Baptist – Colored,” because
there was already a First Baptist Church
in the records. The church congregation
later decided to change the name to
Greater First Baptist Church, now affec-
tionally known as “GFB.” 

The church was moved to the 600
block of West Street during the mid-

1920s. It was during this period the
church, under the leadership of Rev. W.L.
Owens, decided to begin work on a new
building at 616 West 7th Street, which
was renamed Adams Boulevard.
Bartlesville’s new Washington County
Jail parking lot is now located on this site.

Pastor Owens was also instrumental
in organizing Greater First Baptist Church
into viable working departmental struc-
tures. He led the church to establish a
Trustee and Deacon Board, Dea-

conesses, adult choir, youth department,
Baptist Training Union, Benevolent Fund,
Building Fund, and Brotherhood.

Previous pastors of GFB include Rev.
Kilgore, Creigh Frieson, J.L. Jennings,
Rev. Holt, S.M. Hill, F.O. Brown, T.S.
Sanders, W.L. Owens, R.A. Johnson, R.D.
Drew, George Hester, D.C. Sargeon,
James Johnson, Donnell Smith, and Tim-
othy Jackson.

Greater First Baptist Church, like
other churches located on the
west side of Bartlesville, has
been a continuing anchor and
beacon of hope in the commu-
nity. These churches were
played a key role in the Civil
Rights Movement, and have

been involved in many community initia-
tives for the betterment of people of color,
who in the early days primarily lived on
the west side of the city. Greater First
Baptist Church has a great legacy, and is
still striving to lead people to Jesus
Christ and be an integral spiritual asset,
not just on the west side, but in all of
Bartlesville.

On a personal note, Greater First
Baptist Church has been instrumental in
most of the spiritual milestones in my life.
This is the church that led me to Christ
and baptized me. I started preaching and
was ordained at GFB in the ‘70s and
more than 5 years ago, God sent me
back to my spiritual roots…but this time
as pastor. The great history of GFB is a
part of my history, as well. 

Greater First Baptist

Greater First Baptist Church has a great legacy, and
is still striving to lead people to Jesus Christ and be
an integral spiritual asset, not just on the west side,
but in all of Bartlesville.

— Rev. Paul
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• PRIVATE SECURITY

• PRIVATE INVESTIGATIONS

• PROCESS SERVICES

• BACKGROUND CHECKS

• MISSING PERSONS & 

SKIP TRACING

• NOTARY SERVICES

Security & Professionalism Guaranteed
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

USMC Woman 
Veteran Owned Business

517 Castle Road
Bartlesville, OK 74006

Charlia Mooney, Owner
charliamooney@oksecprof.com

918-440-8802

POOL CONSTRUCTION
SERVICE  •  CHEMICALS

WEEKLY POOL MAINTENANCE AVAILABLE
918.333.4442  •  412 SE WASHINGTON BLVD, BARTLESVILLE, OK 74006

SWIM’N HOLES

swimnholesinc.com

Schedule NOW
Swim this Summer

Call now to schedule your pool opening!
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Cooking Up Something New
Rolling Pin Looking to Start a New Chapter this Spring
by Ann-Janette Webster

Her joy for baking began as a little
girl.  A proud owner of a “Suzy Home-
maker Oven,”  the five-year-old chef
delighted in baking small-scale treats
with heat from the little light bulb
inside…until one day Susan Miller’s lit-
tle oven bulb went out. Her mother
allowed her to use the “real” oven for
the very first time…and the dream
began.

“I always loved to be in the kitchen
whenever my mom was cooking. My
family grew and raised our own food,”
said Miller. “When my little oven’s light
bulb heat was no longer working, and
my mother let me use her oven for the
first time, I was hooked....even though
I learned the hard way the importance
of using oven mitts.”

Decades later, Miller started using a
“real” oven again - this time as a profes-
sional - when she established the
beloved eatery “Rolling Pin Bakery &
Deli” in downtown Bartlesville, in 2006.
Miller said she wanted to create a
place where people could get home-
made food with a healthier edge. A
place where customers and friends
could set aside the stress of life and
feel at home for a bit.

“It makes me happy when people
enjoy my food creations, and when I
see people enjoying good food and
good company,” said Miller.  “I think
the combination of homemade food
and friendly faces keeps people
coming back.  The Rolling Pin is like
a big family. I have the greatest cus-
tomers and I love being a part of our
community!”

After being one of downtown
Bartlesville’s favorite lunch spots for 13
years, Miller received news their loca-
tion on Johnstone Avenue would no
longer be available for rent. So, Susan

and the Rolling Pin went to work cook-
ing up a new chapter in their story.  

“When I got notice we needed to be
out by year’s end, I realized remodeling
another building and moving a busi-
ness was a bigger commitment than I
was willing to make,” said Miller.  “I
taught school for 20 years before I
started the Rolling Pin, and then had
13 years running a food establishment,
so I am ready to slow down a bit. But
the Rolling Pin is not disappearing…
We are just ‘Crossing 2nd.’”

Come spring, the Rolling Pin will
join forces with a new place called

“Crossing 2nd,” at 215 E. 2nd Street.
Once renovations are complete, the
new eatery will serve Rolling Pin
favorites for lunch, and will offer new
menu options, coffees, as well as wine
and beer, in the evenings.  Susan’s
loyal customers will also be able to
place orders online for delicious delec-
tables - like her famous loaves of
bread, quarts of soup, quiche, and
tasty homemade pies. The Rolling Pin
team will continue to bring flavor to the

downtown Farmers Market with an
expanded menu, beginning in May.

Susan’s love for both teaching and
baking are the perfect ingredients for
another new venture.  Miller is on tap
to teach cooking classes once a
month as part of the Bartlesville Public
Library’s new Health Literacy Program.
Classes begin February 5, and will
focus on “streamlined and simplified
cooking… that’s still fabulous.”  Cook-
ing students will be treated to topics
like reducing prep time, repurposing
leftovers, cooking with homegrown
herbs and local produce, parchment
packet meals, and bread making… just
to name a few.

Susan says she’s grateful for the
end of this chapter while excited for all
the new possibilities ahead.  And she
should be. Seems like the Rolling Pin
has a great recipe ready for a delicious
new adventure.

You can keep tabs on the Rolling
Pin crew through their Facebook page,
or send them an email at 
contactus@rollingpinbakeryanddeli.com.

Susan Miller and her Rolling Pin Bakery & Deli will be “Crossing 2nd” this spring.
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4107 NOWATA RD, BARTLESVILLE
918-335-1260

MON - SAT, 5-11 AM

“Donuts Done Right”

Reserve Your Valentine’s

Donut Bouquet Today!

Only $9.99

Limited Availability!
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Bill Pickett Considered the
Father of Steer Wrestling
by Mike Wilt

He was a cowboy who happened to
be black. And by most accounts, Bill Pick-
ett was one of the best who ever lived. 

Family records show that Willie M.
Pickett was born December 5, 1870, in
a rural community about 30 miles
northwest of present-day Austin, Texas.
Bill, as he would later be known, was
the second of 13 children born to
Thomas Jefferson Pickett, a former
slave, and Mary “Janie” Gilbert, a small
woman of Negro, Mexican, Caucasian,
and Indian heritage.

In what many consider the definitive
biography of Bill Pickett, author Colonel
Bailey C. Hanes chronicled a day in
1881 that served as a harbinger of Pick-
ett’s future. 

Young Bill Pickett was totally capti-
vated by Texas cowboys. One day he
spotted a bulldog holding a cow by its
upper lip. (Many ranchers of the day
used dogs to help herd cattle.) Pickett
noticed how the dog’s tenacious grip
rendered the bovine motionless. 

A few days after, Pickett decided to
emulate the bulldog. He grabbed a calf
by the ears, sank his teeth into the calf’s

upper lip, released his hold on the ears,
and twisted the calf to the ground. 

Pickett later repeated his newly-
found skill for some cowboys who were
having difficulty holding a large calf for
branding. The cowboys were stunned
upon witnessing how Pickett bit the ani-
mal into submission until the branding
was done. 

“Thus, began a legend that was to
grow into one of the most colorful reali-
ties of the sports world in the twentieth
century,” wrote Colonel Hanes. 

Long known for displaying his “bull-
dogging” skills at rodeos and county
fairs, Pickett was in his mid-30s in
1905 when he joined brothers Joseph,
George, and Zack Miller at their
sprawling 101 Ranch. Located on
110,000 acres of Indian Territory near
modern-day Ponca City, Oklahoma,
the 101 Ranch was at the time the
largest farm and ranch operation in
America. For many years, Pickett
worked as both cowhand and per-
former in the Millers’ Wild West Show.
Dubbed “The Dusky Demon,” Pickett
was the only professional bulldogger in
the world, and traveled the globe

entertaining hundreds of thousands of
amazed spectators. One of the stops
included the Dewey (OK) Roundup,
one of the three largest rodeos in the
world during its day. 

Considered the “father of “steer
wrestling,” Pickett impressively earned
respect, notoriety, and success as a
black man in an era of racial prejudice
and inequality. 

Bill Pickett died on April 2, 1932,
after being kicked in the head by a
bronco while working at the 101. 

“(He) was the greatest sweat-and-dirt
cowhand who ever lived – bar none,”
said his longtime employer Zack Miller.

“When they turned Bill Pickett out, they
broke the mold.” 

Books, articles, postage stamps,
halls of fame inductions, and statues all
came in the years and decades that fol-
lowed Pickett’s passing. 

While his headstone was erected
just south of the Kay County, Oklahoma,
line some 87 years ago, Bill Pickett, in
many ways, is still with us.

The Original Bulldogger
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WIC supports 53% of all infants
born in the U.S. Someone you
know may be eligible.

Pregnant and Postpartum Women, Infants and Children up
to age 5 who receive SoonerCare automatically qualify! 

Participants DO NOT have to be Native American to receive
benefits! Spread the word! Call 1-800-460-1006 for more

information. Clinic locations in Pawhuska, Skiatook, Hominy,
Bartlesville, Tulsa, Sand Springs, Fairfax, and McCord!

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

LET YOUR BUSINESS 
A PART
OF THE MOST READ

MAGAZINE
IN BARTLESVILLE.

Call Christy or Keith McPhail today 
for advertising opportunities.

918-214-4968
keith@bartlesvillemonthly.com
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The Story of Henry Kemps & the Dewey Bulldoggers
by Bill Woodard

It was Armistice Day 1938. Homer Hill,
one of the most successful coaches in
Dewey football history, had his Bulldog-
gers on the field ready to play Sand
Springs for the Verdigris Valley Confer-
ence championship. The stands were full.
The team was waiting for the opening
kickoff when Coach Hill walked onto the
field and conferred with Carl Burget, the
team captain and quarterback. Moments
later the entire team walked off the field,
leaving a stunned stadium to wonder
what had just happened.

Henry Kemps was arguably the
biggest football fan in the town of Dewey.
He seldom missed a practice, and never
missed a game — home or away. He
knew all the players by name, and they
all knew Henry. He would often greet the
players as they made their way across
the track in front of the grandstand after
practice, passing out chewing gum. A
piece of gum might not sound like a big
deal in 2018, but in 1938 it was.

Henry not only knew all of the football
players, but he also knew and was
known and respected by almost every-
one in town. He worked for
one of the local doctors,
giving patients a ride to and
from the doctor’s office in
his Model T truck. He also
delivered for two of the local
pharmacies and did some
janitorial work. Henry had a
lot of friends in Dewey. They
spoke to Henry when they
passed him on the street
and he spoke to them. This
wasn’t common in a town
like Dewey in 1938, because Henry was
different from most of his Dewey friends.
You see, Henry was black. Today, Henry
would be known as African American. In
1938 he was known as Negro, or col-
ored, or worse. In 1938, Henry couldn't
drink from a public water fountain. He

couldn’t use a public restroom or a pub-
lic phone booth.

So, it wasn’t unusual
when Henry was not
allowed to buy a ticket and
enter the Sand Springs
football stadium to watch
his beloved Bulldoggers.
What was unusual was the
response of the white citi-
zens of Dewey and the
reaction of the Dewey
coach and players when
they were told that Henry

was not allowed in. No one knows for
sure how long the game was delayed,
but it was long enough to make it clear
that the Bulldoggers weren't going to
play unless their No. 1 fan was in the
stadium.

Reluctantly, the Powers-That-Be
relented and allowed Henry to enter. It
would be nice to report that the Bulldog-
gers were rewarded for their courageous
stand and went on to win the champi-
onship, but the game ended in a tie,
giving the championship to Sand Springs.

The victory the Bulldoggers did win
that night was much bigger than any
football game.

For the Love of Henry

HENRY KEMPS

HOMER HILL
You are encouraged to read a much more
complete account, from which most of the
above was taken, at:

http://thislandpress.com/2012/09/14/th
e-trouble-with-henry

A very special thank you to Anne Barajas
Harp and This Land Press for ensuring this
story was not lost to history.
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John “Wolfman Black” Wooten
by Debbie Neece, Bartlesville Area History Museum

John Wooten is a Bartlesville icon, and where you find him, you
will find his faithful companion, a nearly 18-year-old Arabian/Mustang
named Topaz. 

Topaz is often seen hitched to a post or tree in the downtown area
while J.W., her companion since 2004, is “taking care of business.”
Since J.W. is legally blind, a handicap card is prominently placed
upon Topaz while she awaits J.W.’s return.

A multi-layered individual, J.W. plays the drums for his
R&B band, “Dues Paid,” and is a Buffalo Soldier histo-
rian — a passion that began as a scout with the
Darnell Ebbs’ Buffalo Soldier First Riding Club,
riding in parades and participating in the
nation’s oldest African-American rodeo, the
Okmulgee Invitational Rodeo. 

Located a short distance from Musko-
gee, Rentiesville is home to about 125
residents, until the Rentiesville Dusk ‘Til
Dawn Blues Festival converges upon the
small town each Labor Day weekend. One
of the first musicians to arrive and the last to
leave is the “Dues Paid” drummer, Wolfman
Black, who was inducted into the 2015 Okla-
homa Blues Hall of Fame. 

Traveling around the Bartlesville area might seem like
a challenge for a legally blind man, but J.W. and Topaz are often seen
as far from home as Yocham’s Custom Leather. 

In 2017, the traveling companions ventured to Lawton for a meet-
ing of the Lawton-Fort Sill Chapter of “Buffalo Soldiers of the
American West.” The 240 mile trek would take about 3½ hours by
automobile, but J.W. and Topaz traveled 20-30 miles a day for the
first 160 miles, camping or visiting friends along the way, until Topaz
needed a rest and they received a welcomed ride to finish the journey.

They returned home exhausted but rewarded, and vowed to make
this an annual event. 

J.W. holds a deep connection to the Buffalo Soldiers, a connec-
tion shared with the likes of General Colin Powell, whose office and
home are decorated with memorabilia celebrating the Buffalo Sol-
diers. The connection is recognition of the United States Colored
Troops, organized May 22, 1863, and who fought valiantly though the

Civil War. 

At the close of the Civil War, Congress passed the
Army Reorganization Act, creating the 9th and 10th

Cavalries, who played a role in the establishment
of the American West and became known as

the Buffalo Soldiers. 

As of 2015, 90 Congressional Medals of
Honor have been awarded to African Amer-
ican service personnel, 23 were presented
to Buffalo Soldiers between the end of the
Civil War and the start of World War I, in
recognition of their combat valor above and

beyond the call of duty.  

On July 28, 1992, President  George H.W.
Bush proclaimed the day as Buffalo Soldiers Day

and, in conjunction, General Colin Powell dedicated
a 16-foot bronze Buffalo Soldier monument at Fort Leav-

enworth, Kansas, the birthplace of the 10th Calvary.

In 2010, Lawton sculptor Gary Gardner presented his city with a
bronze Buffalo Soldier statue which was dedicated at the Buffalo Sol-
diers Heritage Plaza.

At the age of 111 and living in Washington, D.C., Mark Matthews,
the nation’s oldest living Buffalo Soldier, died in 2005 and was buried
in Arlington National Cemetery, the last of our Buffalo Soldier heroes. 
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Dedicated to Helping
Bettye Williams Helped Open Many Doors in Bartlesville
by Kelsey Walker

Bettye Williams did not sip an ice-
cold Coke at the counter of one of
Bartlesville’s many dime stores in the
50s. It was a simple pleasure – sitting
at the counter – and taken for granted
by many. Bettye was expected to pay
for her soda and enjoy it elsewhere,
simply because her skin was brown.

When Williams arrived in
Bartlesville in 1955 with her husband
and daughters, even she — just four
generations removed from the slavery
of her ancestors — was shocked and
disheartened at the segregation and
inequality she encountered. Rather
than simply accept the state of things,
she launched a lifelong journey of civil
rights activism and leadership in the
black community.

“I really had no goals beyond taking
care of my family, until the problems
started to surface in the 60s and it
became apparent that we were being
denied so many rights in Bartlesville,”
she recalled in an interview in “Tap-
roots,” published by the Bartlesville
Women’s Network.

Williams was born October 15,
1933, to Lindsey and Mittie Dailey, in
Marietta, Oklahoma, and was one of
six children. At a young age, she went
to live with her aunt in Claremore,
where her parents felt she had an
opportunity for a better education.
After she completed eighth grade, she
moved back home to Marietta and
attended the “separate but equal”
Douglass school, where she met her
husband-to-be, Shelton Williams. The
two were married on July 12, 1951.

Shelton enlisted in the U.S. Army
and served in the Korean conflict.
While he was away, their first child,

Sonya, was born, and the next year,
Bettye attended Langston University.
Shelton was wounded and honorably
discharged in 1953. The couple
moved to Okmulgee, where he stud-
ied at Okmulgee State Tech School,
before they moved to Bartlesville.

The housing situation in Bartlesville
was bleak – “no housing was to be had
except in a limited area,” she said.
They finally found a small house on
South Rogers with no indoor plumbing.

The move was “traumatic” for Bettye,
who missed her life in Okmulgee.

“I knew absolutely no one, and after
I had been here awhile, I discovered
that the things we did in Okmulgee
were not done here,” she said.

Okmulgee had a larger number of
businesses that were owned by black
people, she recalled, so it was never a
worry if they wanted to go out to din-
ner. But in Bartlesville, they couldn’t

Bettye Williams believes her mission in life is to help others and not herself.
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step foot in the front door of a restau-
rant and be served.

“If I went to H.L. Greene’s, or
Woolworth’s, or one of the dime
stores [in Bartlesville], I could not sit
down at the counter and have a
Coke,” she recalled. “I had to take it
and leave the store. It became evi-
dent that if you lived in other places,
you had opportunities that you
didn’t have in Bartlesville.”

She got involved in the local
NAACP, where she began fighting for
students’ rights and equal treatment,
and participated in discussion groups
with community members about the
problems in Bartlesville.

“We were wanting to better our-
selves and to have opportunities for
our youth,” she said. 

“Citizens from the west side of town
met with white citizens and church
groups in dialogue sessions, and
eventually Churches United for Com-
munity Concern was organized in
1967,” Williams said.

“The best thing that came out of the
struggle was the formation of the Con-
cern group. We had 17 churches and
religious affiliations that could band
together to do something.”

There were nearly a dozen proj-
ects to be addressed. First on the
list was child care so black citizens,
especially mothers, could work. Out
of that need arose the establishment
of what is now the Concern Child
Learning Center.

“As we talked, we saw that
Bartlesville had problems that not only
affected the west side of town, but
were also problems for the whole
town,” she said. “There was a lack of
housing and a lack of job opportuni-
ties for certain people. There was no
help if you were older and you
had a home that was run-
down…You couldn’t get bank
loans to buy a house.”

One of Bettye’s concerns was that
talented young black people were
leaving Bartlesville. She was deter-
mined to help fix the problem. She
joined a group of community mem-
bers who contacted the city’s major
employers to see how they could
ensure jobs for black people.

At the time, Bettye and her hus-
band were juggling multiple jobs to
provide for their four daughters, Sonya,
Gwendolyn, Cynthia Renee, and Shel-
ley. Soon, Bettye received a call from
Phillips Petroleum Company who had
agreed to start a work-study program
for black employees. It came with a
stipulation: They would hire six people
— if Bettye would be one of the six.
Having no office experience, she
labored over the decision, but eventu-
ally agreed and entered the Success
Secretarial School. She attended
classes in the morning, and worked
afternoons at Phillips. In August 1968,
she was offered her first full-time posi-
tion at Phillips and began a steady

progression of jobs, retiring as coordi-
nator for the corporate employee
assistance program after 27 years
with the company.

Shelton’s death in 1987 was a dev-
astating loss to Bettye and her family,
but she remained solid in her passion
and mission in life – God first, others
second, and then self.

She was active with the United
Way, Agape Mission, Desk & Derrick,
the Jane Phillips Society, Women &
Children in Crisis, the Alcohol & Drug
Center, and other nonprofit organiza-
tions. She is still a welcoming face at
the Washington County Election
Board. In 2016, Bettye was awarded
the Bartlesville Regional United Way’s
Spirit Award, which recognizes excep-
tional commitment and leadership in
the community.

“I feel that God’s mission for me in
life is to help others and not myself,”
she said. “It becomes my charge to let
whatever I do in life reflect my heritage

and the principles I have been
raised with, to use my God-
given talents.”

Sources for this story
included “Taproots” Volume 4.

Bettye Williams shown here with her friend, Mary Towers.

“The best thing that came out of the struggle was
the formation of the Concern group. We had 17
churches and religious affiliations that could band
together to do something.”

— Bettye Williams
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2650 SE Washington Blvd.
918-333-3663

Celebrate Love this Valentine’s Day
NOTHING’S SWEETER!

Chilled Champagne
&

Godiva Liqueur
for a perfect celebration

OBRIEN’S
Couples Cakes &

Dipped Strawberries
available for pick up at Bartlesville Spirits

Order online on Obrien’s Facebook

or call 918.337.9193

918.333.8225

1501 SE Bison Rd,

Bartlesville

bisontrails-ok.com

Now Leasing: 1, 2, & 3 Bedroom apartments
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