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UPFRONTWHAT’S INSIDE

As we roll into August, families all
throughout Bartlesville and the surrounding
areas are gearing up for back-to-school! In
our family, we have Mary Beth who will be
a senior this year at the University of
Arkansas... so hard to believe! Madison is
entering her sophomore year at Oklahoma
State, Parker will be driving himself to the
high school as a sophomore, and our little
Gracie girl will be a seventh grader at Cen-
tral. It seems like yesterday that we were
driving all these kids to school!

Most of you know that I love history,
especially Bartlesville history, so I wanted to
showcase some of our schools from the
first high school in town where the Ritz
apartments stand today to the renovated
Central School where high school students
actually attended while our current high
school building was being constructed.  

Education has always been a corner-
stone of this community and Mike Wilt does
a great job telling the story which dates
back to classes taught on the Caney River
to our beautiful high school today.

When I considered ideas for the cover, I
knew that I wanted to show the progression
of the high school from past to present. I
put a little something special on the cover
from when Christy and I went to school and
were high school sweethearts! So let’s see
if you can figure out what it is! We gradu-
ated in 1987 and I wanted to show our
senior pictures. Boy, how times have
changed... and our hair! One thing that has-
n't changed for me is how beautiful Christy
was then and still is today! 

My days at BHS were nothing more
than to see how many days I could skip (63
to be exact) and where the next party was!
Because of my absences from school, I
was kicked out three weeks before gradu-
ation and did not get to walk with my fellow
students. I regret that and wish I would
have taken school more seriously!

I wanted to take a quick trip back to
1987 to see what was going on then. The
Simpsons show debuted, as did Full House.
A gallon of gas was 89 cents, President
Ronald Reagan made his famous speech at
the Berlin Wall. Dirty Dancing, Three Men
and a Baby, and Fatal Attraction were big
movies that year. Michael Jackson’s “Bad”
album, U2’s “The Joshua Tree” and George
Michael’s “Faith” albums all debuted. In
October of ‘87, the stock market crashed,

dropping 508 points, and the average
income was $24,000 a year!

We have been embracing some transi-
tions here at bMonthly over the last month.
The biggest change is that we are now
working with Copper Cup Images who is
doing all our graphic design and helping us
put the magazine together. I do want to
thank PDG, who did the job previously, for
their work and especially Natalie for always
helping us put out the best product possi-
ble! We also will be adding City of
Bartlesville’s Kelli Williams’ popular piece,

“City Beat” each month, starting in Septem-
ber. We also want to want to welcome
Ann-Janette Webster, with all her years of
experience in film, videography and writing
to our staff. We now have both Jay and
Ann-Janette Webster writing for us and we
could not be more thrilled!

We are also bringing back the Teacher
of the Month award and, this time, we have
even more prizes for our deserving teach-
ers. For all you teachers out there, please
send us a message at Facebook.com
/bartlesvillemonthly and nominate a
teacher who you think is deserving of this
award. In May, the Teacher of the Year,
selected from the Teachers of the Month,
will receive $2,500! 

I have a lot of great memories of BHS
and made many lifelong friends. For you
seniors, Class of 2019, embrace this
moment and give it your all to become the
best student. More importantly, be the best
person you can be so your light will shine
on others. Don't get to the end of your sen-
ior year only to look back and say, “I wish I
would have...” Be that person that says, “I
gave all I had and regret nothing.” The best
thing that happened to me was that I met
Christy and now we are writing our own his-
tory of today and the good old days of
being a Bruin! Welcome back to school and
God bless!
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PROFILEPROFILE

by Rita Thurman Barnes

If you haven’t already met
Spence Rigdon, you’re in for a
real treat. This January baby,
born in Bartlesville, is from a
large family. Brother to five sib-
lings – Tami, Shelley, Travis, Kim
and Steve. 

The baseball-loving Bartlesville
High School grad shared, “Com-
ing from a large family that spent
lots of time with grandparents,
aunts and uncles... I also grew up
with lots of cousins... and being
the youngest kid... provided me
with instant heroes like sisters
who could drive (and) brothers
playing sports. They all pos-
sessed gifts that I looked up to. 

“As a kid,” he continued, “I
spent most of my time involved
in sports, from neighborhood
games to organizational sports.
Whatever the (sports) season
was what we all played.”

Rigdon attended Kansas City
Community College and gradu-
ated from Pittsburg State
University in Pittsburg, Kan.
While seeing other interests as
worthy opportunities, he was led
to play baseball while pursuing
his degree, taking advantage of
a baseball scholarship earned
from playing high school football
and baseball. This left-handed
pitcher also played running-
back for three years on the
varsity football team and won
Honorable Mention, All-State in
1991. He was a three-year var-
sity player and selected to the
Sunbelt Classic in 1991. 

Spence
Rigdon

At Pittsburg State, he represented
Kansas City, Kan. in the league All-
Star game and was team captain his
senior year. 

Rigdon began his career as head
baseball coach in Marysville, Kan. in
1996 while coaching junior-level
football and basketball. He later
returned to Bartlesville to coach jun-
ior high football and basketball and
freshmen baseball. In 2001, he
began coaching varsity football and
was varsity assistant coach in base-
ball in 2004. 

Ultimately becoming head base-
ball coach in 2005, Rigdon also
coached American Legion baseball
from 2000 to 2009. A member of the
Oklahoma Coaches Association,
Oklahoma Baseball Coaches and
member of the Stadium Operating
Committee, he also served on the
Washington County Baseball/Soft-
ball Board. 

As a teacher of history in the BHS
alternative high school, Rigdon
served as head
baseball coach for
the past 13 years
and returned to
Bartlesville in June of
this year as the
school’s new Activi-
ties Director.  

“Being in charge is an
exciting opportunity to
help our programs
excel," he said. “I want
to help each program at
BHS become the best it
can be.”

Looking back at his
experiences as a student,
Rigdon recalled many
teachers who made an
impact on him.

“It’s hard to pick one
or two...” he said. "I
loved and wanted to be
like all my coaches.
People like Ram Gonza-
lez, Dale Dishman, Terry
Hughes, Kenny Cross,

Ray Schaefer, Rod Berger, Buck Vest,
Jerome Gibson, Mickey Ripley,
Steve Hesser, Blan Cunningham,
Stan Walton, Cindy Dronyk, Nelda
Wilson, Mary Williamson, and Mary
Hughes to list just a few. They are all
people who have impacted my life
greatly.”

Introduced by a mutual friend,
Rigdon described meeting his wife. 

“I met Christina, my wife of 22
years, at Kansas City Community
College. We have three kids: Rilee
who is 18 and a stand-out distance
runner for the Bruins, Bradee, 15 and
Cy who is 9. My family attends East
Cross Methodist Church and I enjoy
golf and hunting and spend a lot of
time with my kids and their activities.
I hope they are able to chase their
dreams and I hope my wife and I can
be a base that they will always return
to but also a launch pad for them to
jump from.

“Bartlesville is home to me,” he
continued. “It’s family and friends
who support you in all seasons of life.
I came home because I love being a
Bruin. I want to give back what I
received as a youngster in this com-
munity. It was because of the people
– teachers, coaches and parents –
that I had the opportunities I experi-
enced. I want to give those
experiences to today’s kids and to
help them pursue their dreams.”  

Rigdon believes all things have a
higher purpose.

“Things from the past were meant
to be and I don’t question them any-
more. However, 20 years from now, I
hope to be alive and still around and
watching my family grow. I want to
be here for them when life becomes
difficult and to help them navigate
their way through life. This commu-
nity is amazing in its support for all
organizations and Bartlesville has
been a huge blessing to my family in
the recent past as I went through a
fight with cancer. From encouraging
messages, fundraisers and prayers,
we have been touched by this com-
munity. We want to do our part to
give back and follow the lead of this
city to be a servant to others.”

He concluded by recalling the
thoughts of a favorite baseball
player, George Brett. 

“He’d like to be remembered as a
guy who always played hard and ran
out every ball,” said Rigdon. 

And as the impending school year
approaches, you can count on this
dedicated lover of baseball being
Johnny-on-the-spot and running out
every ball in his new position as
Activities Director for BHS. Certainly
his students and all of Bartlesville

wish for him all the
wonderful things he
will be, of a certainty,
giving back to this
community and to
this most special of
high schools.

“Bartlesville is home to me. It’s family and friends who
support you in all seasons of life. I came home
because I love being a Bruin. I want to give back
what I received as a youngster in this community. It
was because of the people – teachers, coaches and
parents – that I had the opportunities I experienced.”
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SCHOOL UPDATE

It’s a great time to be a Bruin.

After wrapping up a 2017-2018 school year filled with
academic and athletic achievements, as well as a headline-
grabbing statewide teacher walkout, Bartlesville Public
School District Superintendent Chuck McCauley is looking
forward to another positive year for the BPSD. And the key
to that success is solid community
support.

“Our district is bolstered by our
unique and involved community
that has always supported its stu-
dents and teachers through
donations, grants, volunteer work
and bond issues,” he said. “The
employers and patrons in our com-
munity help us build a quality of life
which works to attract and retain
qualified teachers.”

However, the BPSD has not
been immune to a lingering
statewide teacher shortage. The
April walkout resulted in a salary
raise for teachers, making Okla-
homa jobs regionally competitive.
Now McCauley hopes this aca-
demic year will be the start of an
effort to rebuild the BPSD teaching
corps. But he also notes that
schools are still woefully underfunded
by the state for operating expenses.

“That means we cannot offer all of the courses our stu-
dents deserve, our class sizes are higher than they should
be and we are forced to rely heavily on bond issue funding
for basic operating expenses,” he said. “It will take years for
us to recover and we must remain vigilant.”

McCauley said the district continues on a path toward
its 2020 Strategic Plan. One of the goals of that plan is to
implement a comprehensive STEM (science, technology,
engineering and math) program, which encompasses all
elementary, middle and high schools.

“This year, all BPS kindergarten through fifth-grade
classrooms completed a computer science module through

Project Lead the Way Launch,” said McCauley. “Central
and Madison middle schools were two of the three middle
schools in the state designated as Distinguished Schools
by PLTW.”

In August, the next phase of the 1:1 Student Computing
Initiative provided all freshmen with a Chromebook for use

at school and at home, while iPad
carts were placed in elementary
schools to support the PLTW Launch
program. New this year for elemen-
tary students are PLTW Launch
biomedical and engineering modules,
as well as a new PLTW cybersecurity
course to be offered at the high
school. Chromebooks will be rolling
out to all high school students as well
as additional iPad and Chromebook
carts for elementary schools.
McCauley said the rollout of 1:1
Chromebooks will expand to include
middle school students in 14 months.

Bartlesville High School will also
continue to build its impressive
resume as it competes for champi-
onships in athletics and other
activities, highlighted by a revamped
Bruin football program.

“Our new football coach, Lee
Blankenship is changing the culture
of our football program,” McCauley

said. “I believe our community will be thrilled to see the
transformation when the season begins.”

The BPSD will continue to strive to provide the best edu-
cation for every child who walks through its doors, he said.

“I eagerly look forward to the continued blossoming of
our STEM program, ever-increasing student and staff use
of instructional technology and the operational efficiencies
from modernizing our systems and procedures,” he said. “I
am excited about another year of excellence in multiple
sports programs, which have been racking up state cham-
pionships in recent years.

“This is a great time to be a Bruin.”

BPSD SUPERINTENDENT 
CHUCK McCAULEY

by Kelsey Walker

State of the Schools

Insuring Bartlesville
Steve McConnell
320 SE Delaware Suite 5
PO Box 996 | Bartlesville, OK 74005

918-333-5151 AGENT FOR
GOODVILLE
MUTUAL
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Teachers, do you have a co-worker

who deserves a little extra credit? 

Tell us about them!

A teacher who goes above & beyond to 

make a difference in kids’ lives? 

Send us a message on Facebook with their name, school &

grade level taught and let us know in 500 words or less why

they deserve to be named Teacher of the Month!

We’ll recognize one winner each month now through the end of the

school year. The Teacher of the Month will be featured in our next

month’s issue and receive an awesome prize package. Nominations

are due by the 10th of each month. Once nominated, every 

teacher will remain a contender throughout the school year. 

All winners will be entered into our Teacher of the Year contest.

@bmonthly magazine
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A GOOD WORD

A student of mine, upon my
request, delivered to me a moun-
tain of mail from my school
mailbox today. After thanking the
student for their effort, I began
sifting through what was needed
and what I could toss. 

I happened across an envelope
with a message and card from the
Bartlesville Businesses Back
Teachers Association. The card
was for district teachers to use for
discounts from restaurants, retail-
ers and service providers.
Several – and I mean several –

businesses participated in show-
ing their appreciation for the
teachers and education system in
our community. 

This occurred
less than a
month after a

“Teacher Walkout”
that supported
teacher raises in
order to attempt
to keep a mass
number of great
teachers from
fleeing our state
to others. It also,
just as impor-
tantly, stood for our kids to be
appropriately funded so that they
may have every opportunity to
compete and succeed with others
at a high level. This is good. This
is our community. This is a com-
munity that cares and gets
involved.      

Bartlesville, to me, is different.
It’s unique in that there is a level

of character and pride that exists
here which is not always easy to
explain. Whether it’s Woolaroc,
the Bartlesville Community Center,
Sunfest, OKM Music or numerous
other places or events,
Bartlesville is built on a culture
that doesn’t exist in many cities of
similar population. It’s not perfect.
It’s not Pleasantville. But it is
pretty dang good. 

Having grown up in the Ville, I
would not have changed a thing
about my childhood. With that
being said, as a Bartlesville grad-
uate, I swore when I left for
college that I would never be
back and seek bigger and better.
This was all good until it was time
for me and my wife, Lisa to raise
a family. Then I received a phone
call from former Bartlesville Ath-
letic Director Tink Patterson who
asked me if I would like to come

back home. He
went on to say that
Bruin Coach Steve
Hesser had a bas-
ketball coaching
position that he
would like me to fill. 

It was an easy
decision. Easy
because we
wanted to raise our
children in a com-
munity and

atmosphere that we believed to
be good as a whole; not perfect,
but solid... a place where it feels
like people care about what is
good and are constantly giving of
themselves for the betterment of
the community. Our three children
were raised in this city of ours
with all of these benefits. 

It is absolutely no guarantee of
success being from Bartlesville.
However, I believe that if a person
is willing to make their best effort,
along with the support of our
community, their chances of
being a successful citizen in our
world are multiplied greatly. 

We are blessed to have kids
that have had success at a high
level, both professionally and per-
sonally. Some of that is because
they are a product of their envi-
ronment. Some of it is because
they chose to be successful. We
believe a lot of that is by the
grace of God . Getting caught in
the trap of negativity in today’s
world is quite easy. Maybe it’s
time that we shift our sights to
what is good. Let me be the first
to start. The "good word" for
today is... Bartlesville.

The Culture of the ‘Ville
by Rick Johnson

“Bartlesville, to me, is
different. It’s unique
in that there is a level
of character and
pride that exists here
which is not always
easy to explain…
Bartlesville is built on
a culture that doesn’t
exist in many cities of 
similar population.”

RICK JOHNSON

“Getting caught in the trap of nega-
tivity in today’s world is quite easy.
Maybe it’s time that we shift our
sights to what is good.”

ACADEMIC SUCCESS
Power Hour (Homework Assistance)

Power Readers
Daily STEM Activities

CHARACTER AND CITIZENSHIP
Torch Club (Service Learning Leadership Club)

Youth of the Month
SMART Moves 

(Skills Mastery And Resistance Training)

HEALTHY LIFESTYLES
Kickball League

Flag Football League
Basketball Fundamentals

Daily Challenges
Roller Skating

TEEN PROGRAMS
Keystone

(Service Learning Leadership Club)
Career Launch

(Career Awareness/Job Readiness)
#weownfriday

(Teen Late Night Events)

Programs

Spaces
• Gym
• Gameroom
• STEM Lab
• Computer Lab
• Education Spaces
• Recording Studio
• Outdoor Court
• Artificial Turf Multipurpose Field
• Dedicated Space for Teens
• Dance Room
• Video Wall
• Full-Service Kitchen
• Arts & Crafts Room

OF BARTLESVILLE

FOR INFO CALL 918-336-3636
OR VISIT 401 S. SEMINOLE FOR A TOUR

Behind the Blue Door
When School’s Out, Clubs are In.



Public education in Bartlesville
has a long and storied history
that predates Oklahoma becom-
ing a state in 1907. On Jan. 15,
1897, Bartlesville, in what was
then known as Indian Territory,
was officially declared a town. In
September of 1898, a formal
Bartlesville school board was
established. A year later, the first
free school sessions were held. 

While a few schools had been
built prior to 1910, one could
assert that public education took
a big step forward in the spring of
that year with the construction of
the first school that had enough
room to organize classes by age
and level of learning. It was the
second version of Garfield School,
a large brick building located at
611 S. Cherokee Ave. The local
school board approved a con-
tract for construction of a smaller,
earlier version in June of 1904,
which was the first brick school in
Bartlesville when it was com-
pleted in 1905. 

In 1929, Garfield School
underwent a remodel that cost
$64,000, the equivalent of
$923,000 today. Seven class-
rooms were added along with an
assembly hall. Garfield School
and its teachers faithfully served
young students and the commu-

nity for 45 years. Decreased
enrollments caused the school to
be closed and the board of edu-
cation sold the property to the
city. It was leased for a time by
the First Baptist Church but was
eventually demolished in 1979 to

by mike wilt

Bartlesville
Schools 101

Garfield School was the first school building constructed in Bartlesville.

make way for the Bartlesville
Community Center.

Today, visitors can make their
way to the northeast corner of
Dewey Avenue and Adams
Boulevard to view an actual
piece of history. To memorialize
the first permanent school build-
ing in Bartlesville, a section of
light-colored stone taken from
above Garfield’s doorway was
placed on the corner with an
inscription that reads, “19 –
Garfield School – 04.”

In 1909, two years after state-
hood, a two-story brick building
known as Highland Park School
was opened in the country east
of Bartlesville. It housed two
teachers and 60 students. It was
demolished and replaced in 1920.
The second school building was
expanded in 1938, 1948, 1951
and again in 1953 to accommo-
date accelerated growth on the
east side of town. 

Students were transferred to
Woodrow Wilson Elementary
after Highland Park was closed

in 1984. The acreage that was
once home to Highland Park
and its large playground area is
now occupied by Quik Trip,
Hampton Inn and a variety of
other businesses at the inter-
section of Highway 75 and
Tuxedo Boulevard.

Named after a pre-Civil War
public education reformer,
Horace Mann Elementary was
built in 1907 at 11th Street and
Jennings Avenue. The three-story,
brick building was constructed
on 1.05 acres of land. As with
other facilities, it underwent a

GARFIELD SCHOOL 

HORACE MANN SCHOOL

HIGHLAND PARK SCHOOL
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A History Lesson In
Local Education
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of the Lincoln Elementary
students and teachers. 

Other school buildings still
around include McKinley Elemen-
tary at 16th Street and Keeler
Avenue, Southview School at 216
E. 20th St. and Will Rogers Ele-
mentary at 4620 E. Frank Phillips
Blvd. McKinley was built in 1924
and served elementary students
until 1985 when it became the
Alternative High School.
Southview was built in 1950 for
students in kindergarten through
third grade. Some 30 years later,
students were transferred to
Richard Kane Elementary. Will
Rogers was built in 1955 and has
been opened and closed
throughout its history, operating
as a both a school and a site for
a variety of different functions.
Today, it houses the school dis-
trict’s technology services. 

Two years after Will Rogers
opened, special education serv-
ices for disabled children began
at Garfield and later at Jefferson.
In 1967, The Mental Health
Association agreed to sponsor
preschool children with multiple
needs in a small house on
Howard Street north of Jane
Phillips Medical Center. Owned
by a group of physicians, it

became known as Bellringer
School. Low enrollment and
decreased funding forced clo-
sure of Bellringer in 2000.
Half-day classes for students
were held for several more years
at the vacated Southview
School. 

In addition to Woodrow Wil-
son and Richard Kane, the
district currently has four other
elementary schools in operation:

Jane Phillips (1948), Ranch
Heights (1957), Hoover (1958)
and Wayside (1959). Oak Park
Elementary (1956) was closed in
2011 due to budget constraints.

The local school district’s first
facility exclusively devoted to
high school students was an
impressive brick edifice on
Dewey Avenue between 10th
and 11th Streets, currently The
Ritz Apartments. Constructed in
1910, the massive structure fea-
tured four floors, a basement
and a clock tower. By 1924, the
building designed for 250 stu-
dents housed nearly 400.
Planning soon began for an
expansion of Central Junior High
School, which then became
Central High School, also known
as Bartlesville High School. 

The first junior high school in
the state of Oklahoma was
established in Bartlesville in
1917. Today it is known as Cen-
tral Middle School between

A group of young students pose for a picture outside McKinnley Elementary School,
which was constructed in 1924 and served in that capacity until 1985.

series of expansions and addi-
tions before closing in 1968.
Today, the Bartlesville Public
Schools Education Service Cen-
ter is located on that same tract.

The first Washington School
was built in 1907 at Third Street
and Seminole Avenue across
from the present-day Boys & Girls
Club. Water leaked into the base-
ment in 1924 and caused
considerable damage. Repairs
were made but the board of edu-
cation voted to close the school
in 1929, a decision that was quite
unpopular with parents and
neighbors. Once one of 
Bartlesville’s finest schools,
Washington burned down some-
time between 1929 and 1930. A
new school was built on the
same land and remained open to
students until 1978. Humble
Road Church resides in part of
the building today. 

Jefferson Elementary School
had very modest beginnings
when it was built in 1909 at 314 S.
Choctaw Ave. By 1948, it had
become another massive school
structure with hundreds of stu-
dents. Richard Kane Elementary
School was opened in 1985,
paving the way for Jefferson’s
closure and eventual destruction.
Torrey Place Apartments are now
located on that site.

Limestone School was located
on the southwest corner of
Nowata Road and Highway 75. It
was constructed in 1939 as a

Works Progress Administration
project under President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt’s New Deal.
The school was not originally part
of the Bartlesville School District
but was annexed in 1951. Today,
the site is home to Armstrong
Bank. 

Lincoln Elementary School
was constructed in 1914 at 116 S.

Rogers Ave. on the city’s west
side. Unlike other early
Bartlesville schools, Lincoln still
stands today. It was closed to
students in 1983 and became the
home of Service & Technology
Corporation in 1986. Two years
later, founder and former CEO K.
Vasudevan started a scholarship
fund in remembrance 

A group of students and teachers gather for
a picture on the steps of Limestone School.

A group of students attend class on the Caney River.

LINCOLN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

LIMESTONE SCHOOL
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cot in the fall of 1983. Freshmen
and sophomores attended
classes at the former Sooner
High while juniors and seniors
attended Bartlesville High School.

Many significant and impres-
sive changes have occurred
during the past two decades. In
2001, the community supported
a 10-year $23 million bond issue
that resulted in construction of a

new fine arts center, gymnasium,
library and science wing. In 2013,
another bond issue was passed
to serve students in grades nine
through 12 by adding science
rooms for sophomores and a
separate freshman academy. In
2016, Phillips 66 funded a $1.7
million grant for science, tech-
nology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM) programs

at all secondary schools. Today,
STEM modules for elementary
students is underway as is a
phasing in of Chromebooks for
secondary students. 

As Bartlesville public school
teachers and leaders look ahead
and plan for the future,, they can
also look back on a full and col-
orful history of education. 

Bartlesville Schools have seen several important improvements and upgrades over the past 20 years, 
including the track and football field shown above.

Bartlesville High School as it looks today with several upgrades, 
improvements and renovations over the past several decades.

Delaware and Cherokee
Avenues, just south of Adams
Boulevard. When the original
Bartlesville High School build-
ing closed in 1926 due to
overcrowding, students in
grades seven through 12
moved to Central. It featured
two separate wings: one for
junior high and one for high
school. One year of junior col-
lege was added to the
curriculum. During the 1931-32
school year, additional curricu-
lum created a two-year junior
college. In January 1940,
grades 11 and 12, along with
the junior college, were moved
three-quarters of a mile south
to a new high school building at
1700 Hillcrest Dr. Central again
became Central Junior High. 

Bartlesville Senior High
School and Junior College
served juniors, seniors, and jun-
ior college students from 1940 to
1950. When the junior college
closed, sophomores moved from
Central to the Senior High.
Despite the absence of a junior
college the school became

known as College High School
or Col-Hi in 1953. 

Integration arrived in 1956 as
the first black students from Dou-
glass School began attending
Col-Hi. Steady growth in the stu-
dent population continued
through the end of the decade
and into the early 1960s, leading
to the construction of Sooner
High School in 1966. Today, it is
known as Madison Middle

School along Baylor Drive on the
east side of town. 

The Col-Hi Wildcats and
Sooner High Spartans were
friendly but fierce sports rivals for
nearly two decades. Stories sur-
rounding pep rallies, parades and
games are the stuff of legend. But
it all came to an end with consol-
idation of the two high schools at
the end of the 1982 school year
and the birth of the Bruins mas-

DOUGLASS SCHOOL

McKinnley School was built in 1924 and served elementary students until 1985
when it then became used as the Alternative High School.
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Recent Bartlesville High School graduate and longtime
Boys & Girls Club member, Kismet Okyere has a name that
means “fate or destiny.” So she shared in an essay that has,
in part, won her over $80,000 in scholarship funds through the
Boys & Girls Club Youth of the Year program. 

“I think it was fate that brought me through those club doors
ten years ago,” she wrote. 

Those doors stand for a lot to Okyere, as well as to the four
million other children and teens served by the national non-
profit organization which provides programs for youth to put
them on the path to great futures.

“As I entered the blue doors, I didn’t want anyone to know
anything about me or my struggles,” Okyere recounted in her
Youth of the Year speech. 

Overcoming life-changing struggles that left her single
mother supporting three children, Okyere found the Boys &
Girls Club to be a second home with people she could trust
who she said helped keep her mind on the future and gave
her the tools to succeed. 

As a high school junior, she represented the Boys & Girls
Club of Bartlesville at the 2017 state competition for Youth of
the Year. Competing against seven other finalists, she
impressed the panel of judges with her essays, speech and
interview to take home the state title. In 2018, she did it again. 

“I wouldn’t say it’s never happened before but I would say
it’s very uncommon,” said Boys & Girls Club of Bartlesville
CEO Jason Barta of Okyere’s earning two consecutive state
titles. He recalled that she had spent almost every weekday
at the club since she was six years old. 

“She was dealt some tough challenges growing up,” he
said. “There were some periods when she didn’t always make
the best choices… but she continued to come to the club.”

“The staff never gave up on me,” said Okyere. “I realized
that if they could take the time for me, I should be giving back
what I was given.” 

She began taking on leadership positions within the club
before eventually becoming a junior staff member at age 14.
Her passion for serving at-risk youth drove her beyond the
club to become a counselor for New Day Camp, a week-long
summer camp for children with incarcerated parents. This
month, she will head off to the University of Missouri where
she plans to pursue both her bachelor’s and master’s degrees
in psychology in order to help young people. 

“I want to work with those who society has given up on and
(who) have given up on themselves. I am determined to give
them a chance to succeed, like I was,” she said.

Barta is confident in Okyere’s future success.

“We’re pretty proud of the caliber of kids coming out of our
club,” he said, pointing out that three out of the last five years,
a Bartlesville club member has been awarded Oklahoma
Youth of the Year and another was runner-up. “Our local club
winner that won in 2014, Nakia Smith received $85,000 in
scholarships through the Youth of the Year program. She
graduated college in three-and-a-half years with a degree in
microbiology and is currently working in Kansas City.

“We’re just as proud of Kismet and have no doubt she will
go on and do great things."

Barta and his staff are grateful to the community which
places a high priority on young people and generously sup-
ports the club. Because membership is priced affordably (at
only $40 per child for one year), he said they could not do
what they do without the community’s support. 

For more information on membership or supporting the
Boys & Girls Club of Bartlesville, call 918-336-3636 or stop by
for a tour at 401 S. Seminole Ave.

Great
Futures
Start Here
Boys & Girls Club 
Oklahoma Youth of the Year
by Katy Holland

KISMET OKYERE

Leveling the
Playing Field
Replay Sports
by Tamra Winter

Sometimes it’s not about whether you win or lose a
game as much as it is about playing on the same level
as your teammates. “Leveling the playing field,” as it is
said, is a common concern and can be a drawback for
a lot of young athletes who might not be able to commit
as much as their teammates, financially. The high cost
of sports equipment is leaving some talented children
behind who cannot afford to play the sport they love.

Replay Sports is a local non-profit organization that
collects donations of new and gently used sports
equipment, shoes and apparel for young athletes in the
Bartlesville community.

Founded by two local teens, Tom Beard and Peyton
Winter, Replay Sports aspires to provide athletic equip-
ment for youth organizations and individuals in need to
help them obtain quality equipment needed to experi-
ence all the joy and benefits of playing sports.

Both teens have been involved with organized
sports since early grade school and they recognize the
social, mental and psychological benefits such sports
offer over general physical activity. 

Beard grew up playing several sports, primarily foot-
ball and basketball. He competed in the Amateur
Athletic Union basketball league and played football for
the YMCA. He will play his fourth season for both the
Bartlesville High School Bruins Varsity Football and
Basketball teams this year.

Winter has played soccer since the age of four,
competing with the Tulsa Soccer Club Hurricane and
continuing her fourth year this spring for the BHS Lady
Bruins Varsity team. She is also looking forward to run-
ning cross country for BHS this year.

“We want to empower local athletes in need with the
equipment to succeed, to promote an active lifestyle
and encourage a commitment to good health,” she said. 

Studies show that student athletes typically have
higher grades, attendance rates, test scores and
healthier eating habits. Enrolling a child in organized
sports can help improve their self-esteem, help
develop self-discipline and social skills, as well as
teach them about teamwork. It also promotes a healthy
habit of physical activity into adulthood.

“We believe that every child should have the oppor-
tunity to play sports with the same quality equipment
as their teammates,” said Beard. 

To make an equipment donation, email
ReplaySportsBartlesville@gmail.com to arrange a pick-
up. Replay Sports only accepts used equipment in good
quality condition and does not accept kick balls or items
for swimming, skiing, cycling or ice skating. Cash dona-
tions to purchase new equipment are also welcome. 

Replay Sports invites you to help make a difference
to athletes in the community. If you would like to sup-
port or partner with Replay Sports in assisting with
collecting items or organizing an event, send an email
or reach them on Facebook and Instagram at
ReplaySportsBartlesville.

Tom Beard and Peyton Winter are the founders of Replay Sports.
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918.559.2510
candicevannphotography candicevannphotography

SCR
PLUMBING

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

License #00124950

•  New Construction
•  Remodel
•  Complete Plumbing (Service & Repairs)
•  Gas – Water – Sewer Lines
•  Sewer & Drain Cleaning
•  Hot Water Heaters

Serving Bartlesville, Skiatook, Dewey, 
Nowata, Pawhuska & Surrounding Areas

918-977-0516
24 Hour Service

Shaun Schutkesting
Owner

Commercial • Residential

COLE’S MOVING
SERVICES

NEED
HELP
MOVING?
• We move homes and

businesses

• Packing is available

• Locally or Nation-wide

• Call for more 
information or to 
schedule a moving date

Mon - Fri. 8am to 4pm
Saturday 8am to 12pm

918.331.8025
916 SE Madison

Coach Mike Cole’s Lawn Care & Moving Service
by Maria Gus

Mike Cole has had many titles in
his life. Son, brother, husband, father,
grandfather, athlete, teacher, coach
and small business owner. If you
asked him what one thing helped
him navigate through all these
phases of his life, he would sum it up 

Raised in Lane, Kan., Cole moved
to Coffeyville as a high school fresh-
man in 1966. The youngest of six
children, he learned from an early age
that his family valued hard work and
effort. His supportive parents also
made a huge impression in his life.

“My parents were so good to me,”
remembered Cole. “They never
missed anything.”

The support and faith Cole's par-
ents placed in him carried on
through every aspect of his life. From
working with students to now work-
ing with customers, he maintains a
work ethic that demands depend-
ability and tenacity.

When Cole moved to Coffeyville,
his football skills weren’t where they
needed to be. Later, sometime
between high school and his career
with Missouri Southern State Univer-
sity in Joplin, it all clicked.

“Hard work helped me go from a
nobody football player to a starter on
(a) National Championship team, all
because of putting in a lot of hard
work and doing what’s right,” he said.

Cole moved to Bartlesville in 1987,
for what he anticipated would be just
one year. He  taught at Madison Mid-
dle School and coached football at
the high school, where
Coach Mickey Ripley served
as head coach and Don Burt
defensive coordinator.

“From my first impression
of Bartlesville to what it is

now is a complete 180. I came from
blue collar to white collar and it took
me a while to adjust. If it hadn’t
been for (Ripley and Burt), I
wouldn’t have stayed,” said Cole,
explaining how Bartlesville has
since been “so good” to his family
and children, especially through its
community and public schools.

In 1994, while still teaching, Cole
decided to start a lawn care busi-
ness so that his children would have
a summer job. In 1995, Cole’s Lawn
Care and Moving Service, as it is
known today, took off and, in 2004,
Cole decided to hang up his coach's
clipboard for a full-time job in quality
customer service. While he missed
coaching football, Cole drew inspira-
tion from his athletes' determination. 

“The thing I enjoyed most was the
toughness of the kids and the effort,”
he said. “Winning was a bonus.”

This attitude of hard work is what
helped Cole’s small business grow.
Through a willingness to take on any
job, great customer service and
good word of mouth, Cole’s Lawn
Care and Moving Service has
become increasingly successful.
Today, Cole’s business is still a family
affair and each of his children con-
tinue to play a role. Sons, Josh and
T.C. work for the company as well as
daughter, Brittany.

“I work with a group that takes
care of our school clients,” said Brit-
tany Cole. “T.C. does the outdoor
work and Josh has more of a focus
on the moving aspect.

“Working with my family has
always been like a safe-haven for
me. We are definitely a bunch of per-
sonalities,” Brittany Cole continued
with a laugh, “but it works for us and
for what we do. I'm proud of how
hard my dad has worked to build all
of this and I'm happy to have always
had a little part in it.”

Whether clients need lawn care,
moving or other odd jobs, Cole’s has
a strong team to tackle the challenge.

“That’s how we built this busi-
ness,” said Cole. “We started out as
a lawn service and then we started
getting asked to do other things like
moving. Ninety percent of our cus-
tomers (come) from word of mouth.”

Committed to continuing the
growth of his business, Cole is
eager to encourage others through
his success. 

“I really want people
to know (that) you may not
be the best but you can
work hard enough to
achieve great things. Life is
full of adjustments.”

Football Field to the Business Field

Mike Cole met his wife Maryann while in college at
Missouri Southern State University. In addition to
their three children, they have eight grandchildren.
Find Cole's Lawn Care & Moving Service at 
Facebook.com/colesrental or call 918-331-0226.

Mike Cole and wife, Maryann
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LA FIESTA
MEXICAN RESTAURANT

MONDAY - SATURDAY 11 AM - 10 PM

SUNDAY 11 AM - 9:30 PM

3800 SE WASHINGTON BLVD.

918-333-0032
Daily specials for lunch and dinner. 

99¢ Bud Light draft every day. 
99¢ Margarita Thursday (Small, All Day). 

Kids eat free Sunday, 3pm-close and all day Monday. 

LUIGI’S ITALIAN RESTAURANT
TUESDAY - THURSDAY 11 AM - 9:30 PM

FRIDAY - SATURDAY 11 AM - 10 PM

SUNDAY 11 AM - 9 PM • CLOSED MONDAYS

3822 E FRANK PHILLIPS BLVD.

918-333-4646
We are a family owned and operated establishment 

dedicated to serving you the best in Italian cooking carefully
prepared and served to you in a friendly and relaxed 
atmosphere. Catering and Banquet Room available. 

PAINTED HORSE
BAR & GRILLE

MONDAY - THURSDAY 7:30 AM - 9 PM

FRIDAY 7:30 AM-12 AM

SATURDAY 8 AM - 12 PM • CLOSED SUNDAY

110 SW FRANK PHILLIPS BLVD.

918-333-1100 • PAINTED-HORSE.COM

Painted Horse Bar & Grill, together with Wolf Creek Ranch 
owners, Mark and Kelly Spencer, are proud to offer our locally

raised, guaranteed all natural Angus beef products. 

MONTEREY’S LITTLE MEXICO
SUNDAY - THURSDAY 11 AM - 9 PM
FRIDAY - SATURDAY 11 AM - 10 PM

3815 SE ADAMS RD.

918-333-5524
Located east off of HWY 75, Monterey’s Restaurant has a 

family-friendly atmosphere serving Tex-Mex food. 
Come enjoy our daily specials. Reservations are welcome 

and we offer catering for your group event! 
All sizes and venues can enjoy some of our menu items 

like our famous Chili Con Queso or Fajitas. 

SEÑOR SALSA
SUNDAY -THURSDAY 11 AM -9 PM

FRIDAY - SATURDAY 11 AM - 10 PM

621 SE WASHINGTON BLVD.

918-333-TACO (8226)
WWW.ELSENORSALSA.COM

Voted #1 Mexican Restaurant in Bartlesville. 
Come and enjoy true Mexican food.

RIB CRIB
SUNDAY - SATURDAY 11 AM - 10 PM

2077 SE WASHINGTON BLVD.

918-333-6200
WWW.RIBCRIB.COM

All You Can Eat Ribs every Tuesday from 4-close 

We offer fundraising for organizations. 

We can cater 10-10,000 people. 

Is that the lunch bell?
Time for a midday meal, served 
up hot! Whatever the time of day,
wherever you may find yourself in town,
Bartlesville's got the dishes to satisfy.
Our monthly lineup of local eateries makes
meal planning (or not planning!) easier on
you. Whether your busy schedule demands a
quick bite to-go or family dinners depend on a little
help from the professionals, pay a visit to someplace 
familiar or try out something new. Let our restaurant guide point
you in the right direction! 

DINING GUIDE DINING GUIDE

by Keith McPhail

Yum!
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CHICK-FIL-A®

MONDAY - SATURDAY 6 AM - 10 PM • SUNDAY CLOSED

602 SE WASHINGTON BLVD.

918-331-9956
WWW.CHICK-FIL-A.COM/LOCATIONS/OK/BARTLESVILLE

Serving a breaded, boneless chicken breast between two buttered
buns is a seemingly simple idea, but it was a novelty for its time. In

1964, he finally arrived at the perfect recipe. On that day, the
Chick-Fil-A® Chicken Sandwich was born. We are excited to bring

Chick-Fil-A® to Bartlesville at 602 SE Washington Blvd in the East-
land Shopping Center with the highest quality chicken and service!

WEEZE’S CAFE
MONDAY - FRIDAY 6 AM - 1:30 PM

SATURDAY 6:30 AM - 11:30 AM • SUNDAY 6:30 AM - 1 PM

328 S DEWEY AVE

918-337-0881
WWW.WEEZESCAFE.COM

It’s a great place to start your day! 
Voted one of the 10 restaurants in Bartlesville. 

We offer an All-American menu from biscuits and gravy to
homemade chicken and noodles. We cater small to large groups. 

Serving the Bartlesville area since 1995.

FRANK & LOLA’S
TUESDAY - FRIDAY 11 AM -2 PM (LUNCH)

5 PM -9 PM (DINNER) • SATURDAY 4 PM - 9 PM

200 E 2ND ST • SUITE 1
918-336-5652

FRANKANDLOLAS.COM

Located in the heart of historic 
Downtown Bartlesville, 

we serve only the highest quality 
American cuisine in a fun, family friendly atmosphere.

SHORTIES
MONDAY - FRIDAY 10:30 AM - 2 PM

FRIDAY EVENINGS 5 PM - 9 PM

BREAKFAST TACOS: TACO TUESDAY 7:30 AM - 10:30 AM

NEW LOCATION

DOWNTOWN BARTLESVILLE (BEHIND PHAT TIRE)

Text  Your Order To Go
918-331-6868

FACEBOOK: @SHORTIES.GRILLE

SABORES MEXICAN RESTAURANT
SUNDAY -THURSDAY 11 AM -9 PM

FRIDAY - SATURDAY 11 AM - 10 PM

317 S OSAGE AVE, DEWEY

918-860-5051
Sabores is nearly four years old. Come by and see our 

new patio. Don’t get confused with the Madison location or 
Sabores in Tulsa. We strive to have the best service while 
offering different flavors right here on Hwy 75 in Dewey. 

Try our delicious homemade recipe margaritas. 
We can't wait to see you!! - Chris and Chelly Crocker

DINING GUIDE DINING GUIDE

COPPER RESTAURANT
TUESDAY-SATURDAY 11 AM - 2 PM
TUESDAY-THURSDAY 5 PM - 10 PM

(DINNER SERVICE UNTIL 9 PM)
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 5 PM - 11 PM

(DINNER SERVICE UNTIL 10 PM)
TUESDAY-FRIDAY 4 PM -6 PM — HAPPY HOUR

510 S DEWEY AVE.
918-336-1000

PRICETOWER.ORG/DINE

Located on the 15th floor of the Price Tower, Copper offers guests an amazing high-
rise dining experience. Enjoy a creative menu by Wright Chef Jimmy Sanabria and
regionally inspired drinks — while supporting Price Tower Arts Center. Outdoor
terrace seating available, weather permitting. Dinner reservations recommended.

SAM’S SOUTHERN EATERY
MONDAY -SATURDAY 10 AM -9 PM

SUNDAY 11 AM - 7 PM

830 S MADISON BLVD.

918-876-3500
WWW.SAMSSOUTHERNEATERY.COM

Home of the Jumbo Shrimp! Come see what made 
us #1 in quality and quantity! Try our mouthwatering 

homestyle southern cooking. We offer 
Po’ Boys & burgers, seafood and chicken.
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11th ANNUAL

KAN-OKLA
100+ Mile Highway Sale

City-Wide Yard Sales
& Flea Markets

Visit our 30+ Antique Stores 
along our sale route

Featuring:

Second Weekend in September
Sept. 14, 15 & 16 2018

Come explore over
100 miles

of yard sales and flea markets, 
with everything from antique to 
unique, one of a kind treasures.

Plan to spend the weekend having a 
fun filled shopping experience!

Contact Info:
Dewey, OK • 918-214-2443

Space available along route for
ALL individuals wishing to sell.

Southeast Kansas:
Along Hwy 75, 169 and 166

Northeast Oklahoma:
Along Hwy 75, 169 and 60

OKLAHOMA

KANSAS

OPEN   RAIN   OR    SHINE

Email: Kan-Okla-100mile@sbcglobal.net
www.kanoklahighwaysale.net

we’d love to work with you

918.337.2781     |     www.coppercupimages.com     |     design@coppercupimages.com     |     117 W 5th St, Ste 410, Bartlesville, OK 74003

Give us a call at 918.337.2781, or email us at design@coppercupimages.com

$20Sports 
Physicals
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Member FDIC

apply at arvest.com/rewards

See program terms for full details.



AUGUST 2018 | b Monthly 33

EVENTS CALENDAR

We Proudly Support

Mechanized Distribution Center of the Year 

for the Second Year in a row!

All Area Schools
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Wed, Aug 1
6 PM
Early Childhood Development Pro-
gram Open House
St. John Catholic School
816 S. Keeler Ave.

Open house for Pre-K 3 and 4-year-old
students. Parents and children can meet
the teachers and experience the quality
education since 1912 for children of all
faiths.

Thur, Aug 2
5 PM
Business After Hours
Boys & Girls Club of Bartlesville
401 S. Seminole Ave.

Sponsored by Julie Daniels & Scott
Ambler. Make valuable business con-
tacts while promoting your products or
services. On average, over 100 members
attend each month. This gathering
includes food and door prizes. 

5:30 PM
Hopestone Community 
Appreciation Open House
Hopestone Cancer Support Center 
206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

Stop by for some snacks and drinks and
see exactly what we have to offer to the
community. Everyone is welcome.  

7 PM
Stray Kats Movie Night
Heritage Theatre Cafe & Pub 
306 E. Don Tyler Ave. in Dewey

Come early and order dinner from the
menu.

37th Annual Green Country Rodeo
Bartlesville Round Up Club 
US Hwy 60, 1 Mile West of Hwy 123

Thursday through Saturday! Adults - $10,
kids - $5, kids under 6 - free. Thursday
night all kids FREE. Modern and clean
restrooms, handicap parking, conces-
sion with full menu, so come hungry.
Nine traditional rodeo events.  

Fri, Aug 3
7 PM
Bartlesville Film Society Presents
“Welcome Home Roscoe Jenkins” 
Heritage Theatre Cafe & Pub 
306 E. Don Tyler Ave. in Dewey

Come early and order dinner from the
menu.

37th Annual Green Country Rodeo
Bartlesville Round Up Club 
US Hwy 60, 1 Mile West of Hwy 123

See Aug. 2 event for more info. 

Sat, Aug 4
4 PM
Skate Art Demo with Erick Eley
Price Tower
510 S. Dewey Ave.

Join 7ply: The Art of Skateboarding artist
Eric Eley for a unique skate art demo in
the main gallery of the Price Tower Arts
Center. Admission is free! 

7 PM
Ice Cream Social & Music on the
Grounds
Frank Phillips Home
1107 S. Cherokee Ave.

Enjoy Christian contemporary music at
no charge, sponsored by Truity Credit
Union. Bring your blankets, lawn chairs &
picnic baskets!

#Sk8Wright Jam 
Skate Competition
Price Tower
510 S. Dewey Ave.

Come join the fun! Registration is free.
Divisions: girls, beginners, intermediate.
Advanced prizes, giveaways, food ven-
dors and live music.

37th Annual Green Country Rodeo
Bartlesville Round Up Club 
US Hwy 60, 1 Mile West of Hwy 123

See Aug. 2 event for more info. 

8 PM
Live Music with Corky Davis 
& Cowboy Swing
Painted Horse Bar & Grille
110 SW Frank Phillips Blvd.

Live Music with 
Michael Colaw & Friends
Price Tower Copper Bar
510 S. Dewey Ave.

9 PM
Back to School All-Night 
Bowling Party
Red Apple Bowling Center
1414 SE Washington Blvd. 

An all-night cosmic bowling party for
ages 8-18 from 9 p.m. to 7 a.m. full of
music, bowling and fun. Call 918-393-
0003 or visit front desk for more
information.

Mon, Aug 6
10 AM
Elder Care Open House
1223 Swan Dr.

Enjoy coffee and a pastry while taking a
tour of Elder Care. Spend time learning
about the programs of Elder Care and
getting your questions answered. 

11:30 AM
State of the Schools Lunch
Bartlesville High School Commons
1700 Hilcrest Dr.

Join Superintendent Chuck McCauley as
he reviews the 2017-2018 school year
and gives an overview of the district's
priorities for 2018-2019. 

Know of an upcoming event you would like to see on our calendar? 
Visit us at www.bartlesvillemonthly.com to submit a listing! It’s free! 

CALENDAR SPONSOR
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After Hours Clinic

No Appointment Necessary

Monday - Thursday
5:30pm - 7:30pm

Saturday
9:00am - Noon

Regular Clinic Hours

By Appointment Only

M - Th 8:00 - 5:00
Fri 8:00 - Noon

"Building a Healthy Community

One Individual at a Time."

Elizabeth Sherrock, MD

M. Ryan Vaclaw, MD

William Davito, DO

Donald Simmons, MD

Michael Souter, DO

Se Habla Español 918-331-9979
www.primarycareassociatesbartlesville.com

Mark Erhardt, DO

Daniel Holdman, MD

Janice Shippy APRN, DNP

Tues, Aug 7
7 PM
Johnstone Irregulars Book Club
Bartlesville Public Library
600 S. Johnstone Ave.

Wed, Aug 8
6 PM
Cell Phone Class
Bartlesville Public Library
600 S. Johnstone Ave.
Call 918-331-531 to reserve your spot.

Thur, Aug 9
6 PM
Live Music with Robbe Bell
Heritage Theatre Cafe & Pub 
306 E. Don Tyler Ave. in Dewey

Come early and enjoy some wonderful
food before the live music. Bar will be
open for adult drinks.

APDA Parkinson's Caregivers 
Support Group Meeting
Jane Phillips Medical Center Lower
Level Classroom
3500 E. Frank Phillips Blvd.

The topic of this month's meeting will be
care-giving and family dynamics. These
meetings provide information on Parkin-
son's and various considerations
regarding dealing with the effects from
the disease from a caregivers' perspec-
tive. For more information, call Support
Group Leader Rudy Geissler at 918-
766-2996.

Fri, Aug 10
6 PM
Big Event Glamping 
Presenting RSVP Deadline
Hilton Garden Inn 
2065 SW Frank Phillips Blvd.

Have a party with your friends at our
party! Reserve a table for 8 guests and
invite your friends to purchase tickets
and join you for a FUN evening. Join the
party and help Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Oklahoma provide vulnerable children
with the one-to-one mentor that can
change their lives for the better, forever.

7 PM
Live Music with 
Bill and Rosi Caswell
Heritage Theatre Cafe & Pub 
306 E. Don Tyler Ave. in Dewey

Come early and enjoy some wonderful
food before the live music. Bar will be
open for adult drinks.

8 PM
“The Outsiders” Outdoor 
Movie Showing
Price Tower
510 S. Dewey Ave.

Presented by the Bartlesville Film Society
and Woolaroc Museum and Wildlife Pre-
serve. 

Sat, Aug 11
10 AM
Doll-Making Class
Woolaroc Museum & Wildlife Preserve
1925 Woolaroc Ranch Rd. 

Join Theresa at Mountain Man Camp as
she teaches the basics of doll-making!
The class costs $60 and includes all
materials and admission to Woolaroc.
Guests are encouraged to bring their
lunch, water and lawn chairs. Registra-
tion is limited. 

6 PM
Samaritan Sports Spectacular 
Hilton Garden Inn
205 SW Frank Phillips Blvd.

Samaritan Sports Spectacular is a kick-
off to fall and winter sports events in our
community. It is a tailgate party that
serves as the fall fundraiser to generate
funds that support the work of the
Samaritan Counseling & Growth Center.
Attendees are encouraged to wear their
favorite sports attire. Tickets are $30 per
person or $240 for a table of 8.

8 PM
Karaoke
Painted Horse Bar & Grille
110 SW Frank Phillips Blvd.

Live Music with Jo 
Hemian Jazz Syndicate
Price Tower Copper Bar
510 S. Dewey Ave. 

Sun, Aug 12
1 PM
Dog Days of Summer Pool Party
Frontier Pool
312 S. Virginia Ave.

Admission is $5 per dog (all dogs must
have current vaccinations & pet license
tag). Proceeds go toward support &
maintenance of Cooper Dog Park.

Wed, Aug 15
2 PM
Overdrive Class
Bartlesville Public Library
600 S. Johnstone Ave.

Learn how to download e-books from
our online library.

Thur, Aug 16
2 PM
Gentle Reads Book Club
Bartlesville Public Library
600 S. Johnstone Ave.

5 PM
Parkinson’s Support Group
Elder Care
1223 Swan Dr.

Our Parkinson’s Support Group meets
monthly and is open to those with
Parkinson’s disease and their families -
guest speakers, break-out sessions and
socialization. Call 918-336-8500 for more
information.  

6 PM
Happiest Hour with 
Steve Sutherland 
Heritage Theatre Cafe & Pub
306 E. Don Tyler Ave. in Dewey

Heritage Theatre's Happiest Hour is a
great way to unwind after a long day!
Food and drink available. If you are
bringing a group, call 918-440-2393 to
reserve a table.

Fri, Aug 17
8 PM
Live Music with 
Dustin Pittsley Band 
Heritage Theatre Cafe & Pub
306 E. Don Tyler Ave. in Dewey

Come early and order dinner from the
menu.

Sat, Aug 18
11 AM
Clear the Shelter
Washington County SPCA 
16620 State Highway 123

WCSPCA is teaming up wit NBC and
Telemundo stations across the country
for the fourth annual Clear the Shelter
Animal Adoption Drive.  

5 PM
Murder Mystery Dinner Theatre
Heritage Theatre Cafe & Pub
306 E. Don Tyler Ave. in Dewey

This is a trip to die for. Work together as
a group to find out who killed who. This
evening will be filled with delicious food
and much mystery. Call 918-336-8500 to
reserve your spot. Open to anyone 60 or
older.

6:30 PM
Astronomy Night - Members Event
Woolaroc Museum & Wildlife Preserve
1925 Woolaroc Ranch Rd. 

Calling all members! Join us as we host
the Tulsa Astronomy Club and the
Bartlesville Astronomical Society for a
night under the stars! RSVP by Aug. 16. 

7 PM
Poetry Night - Open Mic
Heritage Theatre Cafe & Pub 
306 E. Don Tyler Ave. in Dewey

Come early and order dinner from the
menu.

8 PM
Live Music with Mark Gibson
Price Tower Copper Bar
510 S. Dewey Ave.

Live Music with Dixon Road
Painted Horse Bar & Grille
110 SW Frank Phillips Blvd.

Sun, Aug 19
1 PM
Free Family Funday
Price Tower 
510 S. Dewey Ave.

Free exhibition admission and features
an activity or craft in conjunction with the
7ply:The Art of Skateboarding exhibition. 

Tues, Aug 21
5 PM
Murder Mystery in Dewey 
Heritage Theatre Cafe & Pub
306 E. Don Tyler Ave. in Dewey

This is a trip to die for. Work together as
a group to find out who killed who. This
evening will be filled with delicious food
from The Heritage Cafe and much mys-
tery. Call 918-336-8500 to reserve your
spot. Open to anyone 60 or older.

5:30 PM
Know the Ville
Arvest Eastside Branch
4225 SE Adams Rd.

Get the latest scoop from key community
leaders on what is happening in
Bartlesville.

6:30 PM
Blue Star Mothers Bartlesville
Monthly Meeting
Assisted Living Center Apartments
1009 Leisure Ln. Bldg. C

Blue Star Mothers, supporters, family
and friends of deployed or discharged
veterans. Recently revamped group
meets monthly for morale, fundraising,
volunteer sign-ups, donation drives and
fellowship with snacks. Memberships
open, do not need to be a mother to join.

Thurs, Aug 23
5:30 PM
Golden Hour 
Elder Care
1223 Swan Dr.

Free social evening with live entertain-
ment, food and giveaways. No RSVP
required. Open to anyone over the age of
60. This month’s theme is Dog Days of
Summer with entertainment provided by
Scott Taylor.  

6 PM
Happiest Hour with 
Stephanie and Timbo 
Heritage Theatre Cafe & Pub
306 E. Don Tyler Ave. in Dewey

Heritage Theatre's Happiest Hour is a
great way to unwind after a long day!
Food and drink available. If you are
bringing a group, call 918-440-2393 to
reserve a table.

Fri, Aug 24
9 AM
Wee-Cycle
Washington County Fairgrounds
1109 N. Delaware Ave. in Dewey

Shop this HUGE sale Friday & Saturday!
22,000+ high quality items with BIG dis-
counts. Clothing, baby needs, furniture,
books & toys! 9 a.m.-7 p.m. FREE
admission.

7 PM
Karaoke
Heritage Theatre Cafe & Pub 
306 E. Don Tyler Ave. in Dewey

Come early and order dinner from the
menu

Sat, Aug 25
7 AM
Low Cost Spay/Neuter Clinic
Animal Rescue Foundation
399519 US Hwy 60

Payment must be made in cash and in
advance to confirm reserved spots. Call
ARF for details at 918-766-0991.

9 AM
Wee-Cycle
Washington County Fairgrounds
1109 N Delaware, Dewey

See Aug. 24 event for more info.

10 AM
Doll-Making Class
Woolaroc Museum & Wildlife Preserve
1925 Woolaroc Ranch Rd. 

See Aug. 11 event for more info.

5 PM
Wild Brew 
Tulsa Cox Business Center
100 Civic Center in Tulsa

Join us for the “Greatest Party Ever
Hatched!” supporting the wildlife conser-
vation efforts of the Sutton Avian
Research Center. Ticket holders have
free access to hundreds of beers and
fare from more than 40 restaurants. Plus
live music and silent auction. 

6 PM
Big Event - Glamping
Hilton Garden Inn 
2065 SW Frank Phillips Blvd.

Have a party with your friends at our
party! Reserve a table for 8 guests and
invite your friends to purchase tickets
and join you for a FUN evening. Join the
party and help Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Oklahoma provide vulnerable children
with the one-to-one mentor that can
change their lives for the better, forever
.

8 PM
Live Music with Pete & 
Jennifer Marriott Band
Painted Horse Bar & Grille
110 SW Frank Phillips Blvd.

Live Music
Price Tower Copper Bar
510 S. Dewey Ave.

Mon, Aug 27
6 PM
Wild Ponies Backyard 
House Concert
Ford Home
2700 Kingston Dr.

Nashville-based Doug & Telisha Williams
know about music & songwriting. $20
per person suggested donation. Bring
snack to share & chair or blanket to enjoy
the show.

Tues, Aug 28
11 AM
Empty Bowls Fundraiser 
for Agape Mission
Bartlesville Community Center
300 SE Adams Blvd.

Ticket price includes lunch and choice of
a hand-painted bowl. We will have lots of
beautiful bowls and many local eateries
so please come and help us feed those
in need in our community.

Thur, Aug 30
11 AM
29th Legislative Golf Tournament
Adams Municipal Golf Course
5801 E. Tuxedo Blvd.

$125 per person. Includes golf, lunch
and prizes. For more information, contact
Tressa at tcruse@bartlesville.com.

6 PM
Happiest Hour 
Heritage Theatre Café & Pub
306 E. Don Tyler Ave. in Dewey

Heritage Theatre's Happiest Hour is a
great way to unwind after a long day!
Food and drink available. If you are
bringing a group, call 918-440-2393 to
reserve a table.

Fri, Aug 31
7 PM
Live Music
Heritage Theatre Cafe & Pub
306 E. Don Tyler Ave. in Dewey

Come early and order dinner from the
menu.
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MONDAY
9 AM
Yoga & Meditation
Bliss Studio

Zumba
Tri County Tech

10 AM
Citizenship Class
Bartlesville Public Library

5 PM
Vinyasa Yoga
2nd Street Flat

5:30 PM
Spanish Class
Bartlesville Public Library

6 PM
Yoga & Meditation
Bliss Studio

7 PM
Darts
Solo Club

TUESDAY
8 AM
Yoga & Meditation
Bliss Studio

10 AM
Fine Art Class
BAA Price Tower Design Center

Caregiver Support Group
Elder Care

4 PM
Throwback Dance Fitness
Tri County Tech

6 PM
Prana Vinyasa Flow Yoga
Hillcrest Country Club

Yoga & Meditation
Bliss Studio

7 PM
Yoga & Meditation
Bliss Studio

Tuesday Trivia
Painted Horse Bar & Grill

WEDNESDAY
9 AM
Yoga & Meditation
Bliss Studio

9 AM
Tapestry Weaving Class
Price Tower Design Center

10 AM
Babies & Toddlers Storytime
Bartlesville Public Library

11 AM
Preschooler Storytime
Bartlesville Public Library

1 PM
Open Studio
Price Tower Design Center

6 PM
REFIT
Bartlesville Public Library

Vinyasa Yoga
2nd Street Flat

Citizenship Class
Bartlesville Public Library

9 PM
Karaoke
Solo Club

THURSDAY
8 AM
Yoga & Meditation
Bliss Studio

9 AM
Throwback Dance Fitness
Tri County Tech

9:30 AM
Prana Vinyasa Flow Yoga
Bartleville Civic Ballet Studio

10 AM
Babies & Toddlers Storytime
Bartlesville Public Library

ESL Conversion Class
Bartlesville Public Library

Bartlesville Weight 
Watchers Meeting
Bartlesville Community Center

11 AM
Preschooler Storytime
Bartlesville Public Library

1 PM
All-Ages Storytime
Bartlesville Public Library

Beginning Watercolor Art Class
Price Tower Design Center

4 PM
Throwback Dance Fitness
Tri County Tech

6 PM
Yoga & Meditation
Bliss Studio

Bartlesville Weight
Watchers Meeting
Bartlesville Community Center

7 PM
Nightshift Karaoke
Osage Casino

9 PM
Angelo’s Karaoke (21+)
Angelo’s Tavern

Live Music
Solo Club

FRIDAY
9 AM
Yoga & Meditation
Bliss Studio

10 AM
Fine Art Class
Price Tower Design Center

12 PM
Eat Healthy, Be Active
Bartlesville Public Library

SATURDAY
8 AM
Bartlesville Farmers Market
Chamber Park

10 AM
Bartlesville Artisan Market
Washington Park Mall

WCSPCA Adoption Event
Petco

7 PM
Gentle Stretch Yoga
2nd Street Flat

SUNDAY
7 PM
Gentle Stretch Yoga
2nd Street Flat

RECURRING
E V E N T S

2nd Street Flat
118 A W. 2nd St.

Angelo’s Tavern
130 S. Cherokee Ave.

Bartlesville Art Association
Price Tower Design Center
500 S. Dewey Ave.

Bartlesville Artisan Market
Washington Park Mall
2350 SE Washington Blvd.

Bartlesville Public Library
600 S. Johnstone Ave.

Bliss Studio
319 S. Dewey St, Ste. 100
Inside Curbside Closet

Elder Care
1223 Swan Dr.

Osage Casino
222 Allen Road

Painted Horse Bar & Grille
110 SW Frank Phillips Blvd.

Solo Club
408 E. 2nd St.

Tri County Tech
6101 SE Nowata Road

Bartlesville Farmers Market
Frank Phillips Park
222 SW Frank Phillips Blvd.

Bartlesville Weight Watchers
Bartlesville Community Center
300 SE Adams Blvd.

Bartlesville Yoga
MON/THURS: Bartlesville
Civic Ballet Studio, 110 W. 2nd
TUES: Hillcrest Country Club,
1901 Price Road
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LOOKING BACKLOOKING BACK

In the late 1800s, most of the black children in the
Bartlesville area were descendants of Cherokee slaves
and went to school with white and Indian children in the
first schools on the banks of the Caney River, including
Jake and Nannie Bartles’ son, Joe. They also attended a
subscription school in a farmhouse northwest of future
Dewey and then at Post Oak School, an early Baptist Mis-
sion School established by the Delaware Indians.

By 1911, Daniels and Martin Schools were established
as separate schools for the black children of the area and,
in 1917, Dunbar, a one-room school, opened for the black
children in the Dewey area.

The year Oklahoma achieved statehood, in 1907,
seven black students met in an old Methodist Church
building on the west side of Bartlesville. They then moved
to Perry’s grocery store on Virginia Avenue until a 1912 fire
displaced them. At that time, there were 45 students who
moved to the one-room building at Fifth Street and Virginia
Avenue. This school became Douglass School, serving
grades one through eight.

As the student body continued to grow, so did the
school building with three additions by the time the school
closed in 1971. The largest graduating class was in 1949
with 24 seniors.

By 1933, Douglass School was a fully-developed
school serving grades one through 12 and offering
extracurricular activities like band, glee club, homemaking,
auto mechanics, shop, speech and debate, journalism
and student council. 

Luvenia Brown attended Emporia State Teacher’s Col-
lege and began her teaching career at Douglass School in
1910. Her educational dedication made her one of the stu-
dents' favorite teachers through 1940. In 1924, she
organized the Renaissance Club and served as president
for 28 years. In 1939, the Renaissance Club and
Bartlesville Council for Church Women established the

Luvenia Brown Day Nursery at Douglass School with 21
black children enrolled. In 1937, the club purchased a
piece of property at 520 S. Cheyenne Ave. which was
used as a rental and meeting site. Then, in 1945, the Luve-
nia Brown Nursery moved to the Cheyenne location from
Douglass School. At one time, a clinic was held at the
nursery where the children were examined by a local doc-
tor and given their immunizations. 

And what school would be complete without sports?
Douglass supported basketball, track and the Douglas
Dragons football team that took the field colors of pur-
ple and white. Their “High Steppers” marching band led
the school’s annual homecoming parade through down-
town Bartlesville.

The Eyes of Douglass by Kay Little, Little History Adventures

“We were proud of our marching band, and the Dou-
glassaires Glee Club was one of the best in the state.
Our basketball, football and track teams, namely the
Douglass Dragons, always scored well in athletic
activities. The smallest class ever to graduate was our
first graduating class with one member, Bessie Love
in 1927. The largest class to graduate was the class
of 1949 with 24 members. Our colors were purple
and white, our symbol the dragon, our song was ‘The 
Eyes of Douglass.’” 
- Former Douglass Student

Members of the Douglass Dragons “High Steppers” marching band

In 1955, the Douglass Dragon football team made
Bartlesville sports history when Coach Charles “Cool City”
Smith assembled a team that won the co-state champi-
onship. Supported by the team – James “Buster” Denison,
Harvey Hicks, Richard Ponder, Roy Lee Jamerson, Pre-
ston Hatter, George Ishem, Larry Chambers, Wane
Chambers, Charles Day, Lorenzo Jones, Willie Dean White,
Joe Jones, Earnest Lee White, Rudy Nash, Bill Burgess,
Samuel Martin, Richard Towers, Johnny Denison, Rudy
Goree, Clarence Barnett, Larry Guary, Clarence Downing
and Egan Thomas – quarterback Venson Cumby chewed
up anything in his path to bring the Douglass Dragons
home with the co-championship. During the 13-6 victory
against Ada that brought Douglass the prestigious award,
Dennison rushed for more than 200 rushing yards and
scored a touchdown.

The season playoffs were held in Frederick, Okla. How-
ever, the Bartlesville Board of Education would not fund
the trip for the playoffs so the Bartlesville Douglass Drag-
ons and the Boyd High School Bombers of Frederick
settled for sharing the O.I.A.A. Class B State co-champi-
onship title. In spite of the circumstances, the dragons
were very proud of their trophy and team members took
turns displaying it in their homes, between reunions. 

In 2009, the Douglass alumni realized the team mem-
bers would soon all be gone and wondered, “What will
become of the trophy?” They decided to donate the tro-
phy and a plaque describing their story to the Bartlesville
Area History Museum to preserve their legacy. 

In 1956, Bartlesville Schools began integrating black
students into the city high school, which caused Douglass
School to be reduced to grades one through eight. Each
year, more grades were integrated, as was happening in
many school districts across the United States.

In 1968, “Entitled Enrollments” was announced. This
meant that all fourth, fifth and sixth-grade grade students

in the Douglass School area living west of Virginia Avenue
were asked to enroll at the Lincoln School and those living
east of Virginia Avenue and north of Seventh Street were
asked to enroll at Washington. Those students east of Vir-
ginia Avenue, south of Eighth Street and west of the tracks
were enrolled at Garfield.

By 1971, Douglass School offered only kindergarten
through third grades, so the Bartlesville School Board
voted to officially close Douglass School and integrate all
the students for the 1971-1972 school years. After the
school was closed, the buildings were sold. 

For many years, the gymnasium was the only building
standing and was used by EmployAbility, a program
organized in 1972 to help teach disabled children. The
dilapidated gymnasium was razed in 2012, creating space
for an up-to-date facility for the program.          

The 1955 Douglass Dragons High School football team
was inducted into the Bartlesville Athletic Hall of Fame
Class of 2013 with a ceremony attended by the surviving
team members.

The Bartlesville Douglass School legacy continues to
be celebrated every three years as the Douglassaires
gather for a fellowship reunion. 

Members of the Douglas Dragon football team (left)
Douglass High School graduating classes (above)
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OUT AND ABOUTOUT AND ABOUT

CMT’S THE LITTLE MERMAID

WOOLAROC’S KIDSFEST

59TH GLEN WINGET TOURNAMENT

FOURTH OF JULY FREEDOM FEST
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MILESTONES

Central Middle School’s Carol Seals
by Lori Esser

The year was 1982 and a
fresh-faced Carol Seals
stepped across the brick
threshold of Central Middle
School, housing sixth to eighth
graders, eager to start her pro-
fession as a Central Cub.

Seals started as a classroom
assistant in a special education
classroom. She would work with
these students
on a daily
basis for the
next 15 years,
watching them
grow up and
attending their
graduation ceremonies.

“Some of my first students are
now in their 50s,” she said. “It’s
been amazing to see what they
could learn and become produc-
tive citizens.”

Later, when the special educa-
tion class moved to the Mid-High
and High School, Seals moved to
the position of PASS (Positive
Alternative to School Suspension)
Director for in-school suspension
for the next eight years.

“During this time, I was named
‘Queen of Testing’ as I was in
charge of taking quarterly
assessment tests to the Will
Rogers complex to scan the
answer sheets and compile the

testing results for the teachers,”
she said.

The most rewarding part of
this role was seeing former stu-
dents who seemed to be headed
into troubled waters find ways to
turn their lives around.

“One student I figured would
end up in jail surprised me when
he returned (for a visit) to Central

earning a 4.0
grade average
in college,”
she said. “He
is now on his
way to making
his mark in the

medical field. Other former Cen-
tral students have made their
marks in politics. I even had one
of our Oklahoma Representatives
spend some time with me in
PASS!”

When Phyllis Nicholson retired
as the Secretary to the Assistant
Principal and Attendance Secre-
tary, Seals was given the
opportunity to interview for the
position. She was called in by
then-Principal Earl Sears where
they agreed she was the best
candidate for the job. She was
the last employee Sears hired
before he retired in 2006.

“I have now worked under four
assistant principals and will begin
assisting the fifth one, Shawn

Imhoff this upcoming 2018-2019
school year,” she said.

During her tenure, Seals wit-
nessed the 90s remodeling of the
entire facility to match the original
1917/1924 structure and updated
facilities. However, the biggest
change she has experienced over
the last three decades is the role
of electronics.

“The introduction of computers
has been a step up in the learning
process,” she said. “It has
opened a whole new way of
learning, and it has opened up
the world to students they would
never experience any other way.
The only downside is cell phones
have become quite a distraction
in the classrooms.”

As fads have changed from
shoulder pads and perms to ath-
leisure and skinny jeans, Seals
has enjoyed being a part of the
Central family over the last 36
years, making special and
rewarding friendships with staff,
students and their parents.

“I love what I do,” she added.
“It is very rewarding to get to
know the kids and their parents
on a personal level. I love the
people I work with because,
when there is a need, everyone
steps up to assist in any way
they can.”

Three Decades
& Counting

“I love what I do. It is very rewarding
to get to know the kids and their
parents on a personal level. I love the
people I work with because, when
there is a need, everyone steps up to
assist in any way they can.”

LET YOUR BUSINESS 
A PART
OF THE MOST READ

MAGAZINE
IN BARTLESVILLE.

Call Christy or Keith McPhail today 
for advertising opportunities.

918-214-4968
keith@bartlesvillemonthly.com
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NEW BUSINESS

Buying a home can be a lengthy
process that involves a lot more
than just finding a property you like
and signing a contract. From find-
ing the right real estate agent to
negotiating a fair deal, the entire
event can lead to more questions
than answers.

One such question might be:
what is a title? With so many things
to learn throughout the home-buy-
ing process, it can be hard to
remember the specifics of every
aspect. Here is a review. 

A title is the legal documenta-
tion that details the specifics about
a property. It's one of the most
important steps in buying a home.
Many first-time buyers may not
have even heard of title documents
or title insurance but understand-
ing their part in the home-buying
process is critical to making sure
there are no surprises during the
transaction.

That’s where the company
FirsTitle comes in. New to
Bartlesville but well-known
throughout Oklahoma, FirsTitle
provides closing and title services
with speed and personalization to
its customers. 

FirsTitle Escrow Officer Caylon
Stumpff Arundell is no stranger to
the home-buying process. Born
and raised in Bartlesville, Arundell
started her career working the front
desk at ProMortgage and eventu-
ally went on to work as a loan
officer for financial institutions
including Truity Credit Union, Arm-
strong Bank and RCB Bank.

Now with FirsTitle, Arundell pro-
vides one-on-one service with the
power and support of a company
that stretches throughout the entire
state of Oklahoma.

“I enjoy the job and I feel sup-
ported,” said Arundell. “I have a
professional team that has 25
years’ experience.”

FirsTitle was eager to partner
with someone with a wealth of
experience and understanding of
the local landscape. Arundell is
familiar with the home-buying
process  not only from the per-
spective of the mortgage office but
the whole loan process. Having a
staff member that thoroughly
understands the process from
beginning to end and knows the
community was just what the com-
pany was looking for.

“We’re Oklahoma-owned,” said
Nate Sanow, Business Develop-
ment Director at FirsTitle. “We’re
Okies through-and-through and
we’re growing. I like to believe
we’re the fastest-growing (and)
largest independently-owned and
operated title company in the state.

“We provide customers with
speed and service,” he added.

“Everybody can say that but we can
do it in every county in the state.”

FirsTitle has 13 offices across
Oklahoma, can offer
titles anywhere and they
offer abstract services in
eight counties. 

“And that’s only grow-
ing,” said Sanow.

The company uses its unique
resources, updated technology
and focus on speed and quality
service to meet customers on the
local level. FirsTitle has been in
Pawhuska for a couple of years
and also provides services in
Osage County through their part-
ner abstract company, Smith
Brothers Abstract.

“I look forward to building a
strong presence and stronger rela-
tionships for FirsTitle in Bartlesville
and Pawhuska,” said Arundell.

Arundell and FirsTitle are
located at 425 E. Fifth St. in down-
town Bartlesville.

Simplifying Home-Buying
FirsTitle Abstract & Title Company
by Maria Gus

“We’re Oklahoma-owned. We’re Okies
through-and-through and we’re growing. I
like to believe we’re the fastest-growing (and)
largest independently-owned and operated
title company in the state...”

CAYLON STUMPFF ARUNDELL
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

by James Johnson

As a baby, Jack Settle would
dance and sway in his stroller to the
cicadas' song and point to the
stereo all day long, asking to hear
music before he could even say the
words for what he wanted. When he
was three, his preschool teacher
told his mom that he was definitely
the class singer and musician. 

As Settle grew, his interests
broadened to include nature,
insects, birds, origami and photog-
raphy. At 13 years old, by taking a
picture of an Oklahoma jumping spi-
der, he won an international
photography contest which landed
him in London and the House of
Commons. 

Last summer, at the age of 17,
while studying photography at the
prestigious Oklahoma Summer Arts
Institute, he experienced a medical
emergency. He awoke to discover
that he was completely deaf in his
right ear and could not balance to
sit up or walk. Shortly afterward, he
received the news that something
had attacked all of the structures in
his inner ear and his hearing loss
was not only permanent but also so
profound that a hearing aid would
not help him. 

Although he could still play the
guitar, drums, and piano, he could
no longer sing because the sound of
his own voice inside his head was
overwhelming. Settle thought he
would never be able to sing again.
After three weeks of prayer and
extremely painful injections through
his ear drum, Settle regained his
ability to walk and enough hearing
to be able to sing again.

Having thought he had lost that
gift forever, Settle realized how
important singing is to him and he
hasn’t stopped singing since! He

rejoined the school choir, earning
spots in the Jazz Choir and District
Honor Choir, performed the National
Anthem at the Great American Col-
lege Basketball Conference
Championships and headlined at the

Centennial Rodeo Opry in Oklahoma
City. He graduated from Bartlesville
High School in May and is currently
in Nashville pursuing his country
music dreams! Follow him online at
facebook.com/jacksettlemusic.

Artist Wouldn’t Settle for Less

Not even a serious medical emergency kept recent Bartlesville High 
School graduate Jack Settle from pursuing his Nashville dreams.
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NOW YOU KNOWNOW YOU KNOW

If you speak to an elder person
about their education or the hard-
ships of growing up, most likely you
will hear the same old story: “When I
was a kid, we had to walk barefoot in
the snow, uphill both ways to school.”
While this may be an exaggeration
that brings “eye rolling” from
younger generations, the truth is,
obtaining an eighth grade education
in the late 1800s and early 1900s
could be quite challenging.  

During a time of “living off the
land,” families were large and chil-
dren were required to help with the
family chores before making their
trek to school each morning. They
were farm hands during planting and
harvest seasons creating a situation
where school terms operated May to
August and September to November.
Depending on the size of the family,
some older boys may have only
been able to attend the fall term due
to their farm workload.   

Education in early-day Indian Ter-
ritory was limited to the availability of
subscription schools.  Teachers were
either male “schoolmasters” or
female “schoolmarms.” Every family
in the community did their part in
caring for the teacher’s needs, often

providing living quarters, food or
other necessities in addition to pay-
ing the standard fee of one dollar per
pupil per month of instruction.  

The Cherokee government fre-
quently paid the salary of teachers
who instructed Indian children at
subscription schools which were
often held in church buildings,
homes or any available facility before
one-room school buildings were built.  

The teacher followed a strict code
of self-conduct and if a female
teacher married, her teaching career
ended so she could care for her hus-
band and their family household.  

One of the earliest subscription
schools in Indian Territory was estab-
lished by early pioneer Nelson Carr

along the Caney River, near the cur-
rent Oak Park area. Serving the Carr
children and as many as fifteen
pupils living in the area, Millie Smith
was hired to teach the children while
residing in the Carr family home.   

Most children attending one-room
schools were not always privileged
to have a pony to ride the multi-mile
trip to school so they set out early
with their lunch pail in hand to arrive
before class began. The older chil-
dren were required to haul wood for
the “pot-bellied” stove and water for
drinking and hand washing before
the school bell rang indicating school
was in session.  

Since the students ranged from 6
to 16 years of age in a one-room

Standard Education: The One-Room School
by Debbie Neece, Bartlesville Area History Museum

Garfield two-room school, 1902

class setting, the teacher did not tol-
erate misbehavior. The class
schedule was precise and orderly
and disruptions were dealt with seri-
ously. Some of the discipline could
be considered child-abuse in current
times; however, parents supported
the teacher’s situation by applying
additional punishment when the
child returned home.  

There have been as many as
ninety one-room schools docu-
mented in Washington County
before the Curtis Act of 1898 author-
ized the establishment of free public
schools. In 1899, a city ordinance
was passed to levy taxes to support
public schools and word spread
quickly that Bartlesville would be
providing free education. The result
was an influx of rural families moving
into Bartlesville to take advantage of
this educational opportunity.   

Many of the rural one-room
schools continued to be utilized until
towns were formed and the schools
were consolidated. By the end of
1908, there were twenty school dis-
tricts and eighteen substantial

school buildings in Washington
County. Among these building was
the brick Garfield School built at
Sixth Street and Cherokee Avenue in
1904 to replace the previous clap-
board two -room school house.

Fletcher Pomeroy arrived in
Bartlesville in 1905 as a blacksmith
and wagon maker. By 1913, Copan
had gained in oil wealth and com-
missioned Pomeroy to build twelve
enclosed horse –drawn school wag-
ons as transportation for the rural
students. Then in the 1920s, the
wagons were motorized and
equipped with tire chains and drop-
down curtains as weather protection.    

Long before the thought of a
Chromebook computer for every stu-
dent, one-room schools seldom had
enough school books, slate chalk
boards or chalk for each pupil. And
the “three R’s” were considered the
standard of education–Reading, ‘Rit-
ing, and ‘Rithmetic. 

Completing an eighth grade edu-
cation was an accomplishment and
very few people attended college. To
graduate, an eighth grade student
had to complete a final exam con-

sisting of questions like: “A wagon
box is 2 ft. deep, 10 feet long and 3
feet wide. How many bushels of
wheat will it hold?” Or “Find the cost
of 6,720 lbs. coal at $6.00 per ton.”

“Use following words correctly in
sentences: Cite, site, sight, fane, fain,
feign, vane, vein, raze, raise, rays.”
Could you pass the test?

Now You Know*

Pictured above from left to right are 1914 Post Oak School, 
1921 Oglesby School, and Bartlesville High School in 1910.

In 1910 the Bartlesville High School
was built between Tenth and
Eleventh Streets on Dewey Avenue.
Although classes were not held at the
building after 1926, it was not until
1939 that the building was razed. The
Ritz Apartments were built at that
location using part of the High
School’s brick structure in the fa-
çade of the apartments. In addition,
the stone and brick building at 203 W.
Hensley Blvd., originally the Ozark
Apartment building, was built using
remnants of the 1910 High School
building. AND, the stone pillars of the
archway that once graced the
entrance of the High School were
built into the front of the Hensley
building.

did you know?

1911
Fish Creek
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FUNNY YOU SHOULD ASKFUNNY YOU SHOULD ASK

Hello, friends. Welcome to August. The heat is on!

Why is it that when August comes along, I want to
re-write Edwin Starr’s song, "War?" “August, h’uh, what
is it good for… absolutely nothing. Say it again, ya’ll.”

Obviously, that’s just the Oklahoma heat talking. The
truth is, I simply appreciate august as an adjective ver-
sus a noun, as in august, meaning “respected” and
“impressive” rather than August, meaning “oppressive”
and “melty.” I suppose if you had a particularly robust
month, you could use the two together. “We’ve had a
very august August.” Try it at a dinner party when you
leave the house again in October.

Hot as it is, it may seem strange to think of August
as the January of the school year, but here we are.
Back-to-school is upon us. I remember that irony as a
kid. All the back-to-school promotions included fall
leaves and kids in snappy jackets. Meanwhile, at recess,
my corduroys were sticking to my legs and my new
white shoes were streaked by black glue-y asphalt that
couldn’t harden because of the daily sauna heat.

It feels like we keep starting this process earlier and
earlier too. Did we really start school in mid-August
when we were kids? Maybe this is what they mean by
year-round school years. We’re just going to keep
adjusting the start and end of school until they bump
into each other. Problem solved.

I do remember the week before school started, get-
ting the “supplies list” and heading for the store. Back
then, everything you needed for the process of learning
fit neatly into a cigar box. (In hindsight, maybe connect-
ing education with the addictive smell of tobacco

products wasn’t the best plan, but it was efficient.) I can
remember the list typically ran: No. 2 pencils, eraser,
ruler, Elmer’s Glue and a pad of Big Chief lined paper.
Now that we’re parents, our daughter’s back-to-school
spending rivals our Christmas budget. She may have to
drop out after sixth grade. But, hey, that’s all the edu-
cation my great grandfather needed and he built this
country… or so he said.

Granted, a lot has changed since I was in school. My
first back-to-school was in 1977. Back then, the most
coveted assignment a kindergardener could have was
to be in charge of taking the cart to the cafeteria and
getting the mini-milks for lunch. The task was made
easier by the fact that milk only came in one flavor on
the prairie: original. There was no chocolate or straw-
berry or soy… It was just standard-issue white and that
was it.

I loved the job because the cafeteria was near the
gym and, in 1977, everything was about Star Wars. The
halls were flooded daily with the symphonic stylings of
John Williams. Apparently, the older students were
incorporating musical routines into their P.E. classes.

Somewhere in the dairy delivery process, I had a
regrettable encounter with the school janitor. The end
result was me kicking him and then being asked not to
return to school. I graduated kindergarten early. (Schools
did not give kids the benefit of the doubt in the 70s.) 

It was an odd occurrence for me because I wasn’t an
exceptionally violent kid growing up. I wasn’t an excep-
tional anything growing up. My family was what you
might call passive affectionate. We assumed you knew

An August
August
by Jay Webster

how we felt. We didn’t feel like we needed to exclaim it
with touching or words or affirmation.

With age (and an affectionate wife), I’ve gotten better
over the years. Now I actually enjoy hugs and I’m willing
to let people into my personal space… as long as they
don’t stay too long. Having a kid will challenge your per-
sonal space too, I’ve found. Your personal space,
personal time, personal finances, personal conversa-
tions… all of those quickly evaporate when you add to
the population directly
with a child of your own.
I find myself in the bath-
room a great deal, not
because I’m getting
older but because it’s the
one room with a lock in
our house.

I learned that lesson
fairly early on. One sum-
mer Saturday, after what
felt like an excessive
amount of yard work and
sweating, I was encouraged – strongly – to take a shower.
Halfway through the rinse and repeat cycle, I felt another
presence in the room. I peeked out to find my five-year-
old “doing her business” on the potty next to me. 

“Honey, we have more bathrooms than humans in this
house. Why did you pick this one…to do that?” 

"I wanted to be near you, Daddy.”

But, again, I don’t really mind… much. Taking out a
personal loan for school supplies is a small price to pay to
watch someone else suffer back-to-school the way you
were forced to as a kid. Like many others in any New Year
scenario, they start off with such enthusiasm and hope.

But you know what’s
around the corner from
August… an august
school year where new
school supplies lose
their shine and all you
have to look forward to
is a milk run every two
weeks when it’s finally
your class assignment. 

The world can be a
hard place. That’s why
it’s nice to be a parent,

so you can watch somebody else go through it. 
That’s entertainment.

See you soon, my friends.

“Taking out a personal loan for school 
supplies is a small price to pay to watch someone else suffer 

back-to-school the way you were forced to as a kid.”

“Back then, the most
coveted assignment a
kindergardener could
have was to be in
charge of taking the
cart to the cafeteria and
getting the mini-milks
for lunch. The task was
made easier by the fact
that milk only came in
one flavor on the
prairie: original.”



From Here to “Prosperity”
Remembering Long-Ago 
Back-to-School Days
by Rita Thurman Barnes

A decade or two ago, when it was time for Bartlesville
kids to return to school, I waxed sentimental about the
days when my own two sons went back to further their
education. Memories returned of the days when I headed
up South Maple Street to walk across the Viaduct Bridge
that crossed over the railroad tracks. My boys motivated
their way to McKinley on Keeler Street and the younger of
the two finished up his grade school education at Osage
Hills Elementary and got there via county bus. My memory
also carried me back to the days when my mother told me
bedtime stories about her days at a rural Oklahoma school
and about walking there with her siblings.

But I guess the back-to-school stories which are the
most vivid to me are the ones my dad told me about his
days at his school in Prosperity, Mo. That decade or two
which I referred to above drew me to check into whether
the old school my dad attended was still standing. After a
little research, I learned that not only was the school still
there but that it had been purchased by a dedicated couple
who had turned it into a bed and breakfast, so Hubby and
I went there to spend a few days.

I had been in the area before, as my father was born in
Prosperity. He often joked about wondering if, during the
Great Depression, ‘prosperity’ would ever return. It did and
he grew up. His family settled in Osage County and he met
and married my mother in Pawhuska, Okla. They had three
children early on who began their schooling in Pawhuska
and later attended Horace Mann on Jennings Avenue after
the family settled here. They, too, walked to school since it
was just around the corner.

Due to a transfer by Phillips 66, I began school in Borger,
Texas. I also walked to school since it was just down the
street and up a little hill. The school was called Weatherly
but, after moving back to Bartlesville, I followed my siblings’

footsteps to Horace Mann which then stood on the
grounds that the Education Service Center now occupies.

This time of year, so many older Bartlesville folks are
also thinking back to the times they were preparing to head
to school at Washington, Lincoln, Garfield, Jefferson, High-
land Park, Limestone, McKinley, Horace Mann, Labadie
Heights and too many others to list. Everyone grows sen-
timental when school-time rolls around as we think of
favorite teachers, first loves, football games and favorite
classes. Only now it's our grandchildren and great-grand-
children we’re thinking
about as August returns
and we’re hoping and
praying that all of them
get to enjoy their
upcoming days and
years as much as we did,
as our parents did and
as our grandparents did
as well. In essence, we
wish for them the kind of

‘prosperity’ they will remember all the days of their lives.
God’s speed to every one of them!

“Carpe Diem!”

“Everyone grows sentimen-
tal when school-time rolls
around as we think of
favorite teachers, first
loves, football games and
favorite classes. Only now
it's our grandchildren and
great-grandchildren we’re
thinking about...”

Horace Mann School

Prosperity School in Missouri
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ONCE UPON A TIME
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SPOTLIGHT

Ready to make your
home spick and span!

We don’t just clean...we care!

Cleaning    Service

A Heavenly Touch

Residential & 
Commercial Cleaning
Weekly • Bi-weekly • Deep Cleaning

Carpet • Tile & Grout • Windows

Call TODAY
918.914.2159

aheavenlytouchcleaning.com

You have seen gyms advertise “open
24 hours.” You have heard about gas sta-
tions and grocery stores being open all
night. Some fast food chains have
extended hours over the weekend. But
chances are you have never heard of a 24-
hour thrift store.

Meet the Cantrells: Gregory, Duane,
Barbara and Theodore. They are the family
behind the idea of having an antique and
overall general store open all hours of the
day in Bartlesville.

“As far as I know, we are the only 24-
hour thrift store in the U.S.,” said Gregory
Cantrell. “People from larger towns come
into the store and are shocked to find us
open all hours of the day and night… I love
it when people call and ask what time we
close and there is always a long pause
when I tell them we don't. It's not a fluke
or a typo in their Google search. 'You
mean you're always open?' Yep. 24/7.
That always makes me smile.”

As an avid fan of antiquing, or what he
calls “going junking,” Cantrell had a dream
several years ago
about opening a
store called The
Junk Shop. The
dream was made
reality when he
opened his first store
in Pawhuska. It was a big hit in the com-
munity but Cantrell wanted to be closer to
his home in Bartlesville. An opportunity
presented itself and he opened a second
location in Bartlesville three months later.
Both stores were successful until 2016

when Cantrell said the business in
Pawhuska “just dried up.” 

"We had hoped to hang on until the
Pioneer Woman's Mercantile opened but
the financial drain... would have bank-
rupted me. Before we closed that store,
we had a few 24-hour sales in Bartlesville
(whenever) we had large estates come in,”
he explained. “While we were processing
(inventory) in the parking lot… we just
stayed open.  

“People who were probably just curious
kept stopping by and shopping the store.
So when we made the sad decision to
close Pawhuska, we also made the deci-
sion to keep Bartlesville open 24/7. We did
not want our loyal Pawhuska customers to
ever find this store closed after making the
30-mile journey to shop with us.”

Walking through The Junk Shop, treas-
ure-seekers will find an ever-rotating stock
of jewelry, antiques, movies, children’s
toys, electronics and appliances; every-
thing guaranteed to work or it can be

returned, within reason. Men can even
shop the “man-tique” room.

“We literally have treasures for every-
one,” said Cantrell. “And, as I like to say,
‘the best treasure is buried treasure; some-
times you just have to dig!’ ...From tools to
toys, we've got it covered… maybe not

right now but eventually, we
will have it.” 

Most of the store’s inven-
tory is purchased from
estate sales or auctions and
priced well-below the indus-
try standard.

“We never know what we
are going to have,” he said.

“My favorite part is getting to go through all
the cool new things that arrive with every
estate. I love discovering an item, then
learning about its history. It’s like Christ-
mas every day!

“We love people,” continued Cantrell. “I
make new friends all the time. People are
so happy to find out that we're also a kid-
friendly store with an area dedicated to

children. We call it
Theo's toy box. Kids
can come and play
with some of the toys
while their parents
shop and, if Theo is
around, he likes to play

and make new friends too, if only for a few
minutes at a time." 

The Junk Shop has seen customers from
several states looking to find the unusual as
well as everyday items. While it has been
slow getting the word out, the Cantrells have
seen a steady increase in traffic. 

“Unlike other thrift stores, most of the
time, we have everything,” said Cantrell. “If
your washer breaks down overnight and
you need something washed, you can
come see us and we may have a washer
for you! We’re always here!”

The Junk Shop is located at 1300 SW
Frank Phillips Blvd. and can be reached by
phone at 918-214-4968

The Junk Shop by Lori Esser

All-Day Bargains

“People who were probably just curious kept stopping by and shop-
ping the store. So when we made the sad decision to close
Pawhuska, we also made the decision to keep Bartlesville open
24/7. We did not want our loyal Pawhuska customers to ever find
this store closed after making the 30-mile journey to shop with us.”

WIC supports 53% of all infants
born in the U.S. Someone you
know may be eligible.

Someone you know may be eligible. 
If you are on Sooner Care, you automatically qualify 

and you DO NOT have to be Native! Spread the word! 

Visit us at www.osagenationnsn.gov 
or call 1-800-460-1006

Clinic locations in Pawhuska, Skiatook, Hominy,
Bartlesville, Tulsa, Fairfax, and McCord!

"Where history never stands still" 
located in the historic 1909 Hotel Maire  

4o1 S. Johnstone - City Hall - 5th floor
Bartlesville, Ok  74003

open Mon. - Fri. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
918.338.4290 

www. Bartlesvillehistory.com 

Gregory Cantrell
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FIELDS’ PHILOSOPHY

CONNECT WITH US
TriCountyTech.edu/Adult

YOUR MIND
TCT PROGRAMS DESIGNED TO FIT YOUR LIFESTYLE

ENRICH YOUR LIFE.

There are over 5,400 job openings per year on the Oklahoma Critical Occupations 

list that don’t need a college degree. You can develop your craft for these high-

skilled, well-paid jobs right here in Bartlesville at Tri County Tech. 

 ▼ Accounting

 ▼ Applied Welding Technology

 ▼ Basic Electronics Technician

 ▼ Basic Phlebotomy

 ▼ Certi昀ed Nurse Aide (CNA)

 ▼ Cisco Certi昀ed Entry Network Technician

 ▼ Cisco Certi昀ed Networking Associate

 ▼ Computer Technician Comp TIA A+

 ▼ Emergency Medical Technician 

 ▼ Graphic Design Bundle 

 ▼ Maintenance & Measurement Technician

 ▼ Medical Of昀ce Coding

 ▼ Medical Of昀ce Specialist

 ▼ Precision Machining Operations

Our Flex programs are designed to 昀t your busy schedule. Many of these 

FLEXIBLE courses can be completed in less than a year. We are proud to say  

our average adult student earns over $18 an hour after graduating. We offer 

昀nancial assistance and are here to help you succeed!

Before Christmas last year, my daughter, Jordan, told
me she was going to Asia. I said, “Well, that is fantastic!”
But, inside, I was full of apprehension and fear. After all,
she is my daughter and was 24 at the time. She has
lived and traveled extensively abroad. Yet, I suspect a
father's concern will always be present regardless of
how old his children are. 

I also thought that her excursion would be rather
short. It was about three weeks before Christmas and I
assumed she would be home for the holidays. Well, we
know what assumptions can do. When I asked when
she planned to be back, she explained that she would
be home in May or June. “Six months? Are you kidding?”
I thought to myself.

A few days later, she was off for the adventure of a
lifetime. Her six months in Asia took her places that
many of us only dream of visiting. She went to Thailand,
India, Malaysia, Japan, Indonesia, South Korea and
many islands in between. As you can imagine, she saw
some of the world's most beautiful sites. But, if you
were to ask her what she admired most, she would tell
you it was the beautiful people that occupy the lands
she visited. 

Asia has a rich and ancient culture steeped in diverse
religions and ethnicities. Many people who call Asia
home live a much simpler life. By American standards,
most are destitute. Jordan visited a village where the
goal for children is to learn English so they can attract
American tourists to the town. Jordan stayed in one of
those villages for a week. She paid “momma” about $30
for her stay.

After Jordan returned, I interviewed her during my
weekly Fields' Philosophy program. I asked her about
her favorite places to visit, favorite activities and favorite
foods. During the interview, I could sense a calmness or
peace about Jordan. The trip had changed her. For
some reason, I asked her if she thought the destitute
people in Asia were happier than Americans. And, her
response was a resounding “yes.” She explained that
the people she met would love to come to America, to
have a passport with the American stamp, but she was
confident that they were a happier people.

She went on to say that, in America, “we work to live
at 65.” That may be one of the most profound state-
ments that I have ever heard.

In a couple of weeks, schools will be opening their
doors across America. At some point, teachers will ask
their students, “What do you want to be when you
grow up?” The children will excitedly respond with fire-
fighter, policeman, a teacher like you, doctor, pilot or
one of many other noble professions. We associate
growing up with pursuing a certain job or career and
rightfully so. Yet, if you think about Jordan's statement
of “working to live at 65,” it hardly seems like a path to
ultimate happiness. 

Figuring out what we want to be when we grow does-
n't have to be one and done. Jordan will likely live to be
100. Her time is finite but her opportunities are not. And
neither are your opportunities. 

So, let me ask you, what do you want to be when you
grow up?

What Do You Want to be When You Grow Up?
by Lindel Fields
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BUSINESS

Food Truck Fusion
Shorties Grille
by Maria Gus

Chris Barnhill has been in the
food business for about 25 years but
he really hit his stride when a woman
named Myrtle came into his life. 

“We found Myrtle on Craigslist in
Colorado,” said Barnhill, owner of
Shorties Grille, “(My wife) Morgan
and I took a weekend trip up and
had her towed back.” 

Myrtle was a blue food truck
Barnhill used when he first started
selling his unique blend of Mexican,
Asian and American recipes in
downtown Bartlesville. Now, Myrtle
is “out to pasture," as Barnhill said
and a lovely white and green truck
named Pearle has taken her place. 

For the owner and his staff, Pearle
seemed like the perfect name as
Myrtle’s best friend. “(They’re) part-
ners in crime,” joked Barnhill. 

Shorties Grille officially opened in
May of 2012. Barnhill took his time
testing out the menu to develop what
patrons enjoy today. After moving
Myrtle’s operations from the food
truck to a full-kitchen restaurant,
Barnhill eventually decided to bring
Shorties back to its roots.

“The plan was to set a completely
different atmosphere that would
match our menu,” said Barnhill. “The
menu was designed to fit the food
truck atmosphere we felt we were
lacking in the brick and mortar.” 

In a move fitting for a food truck,
Shorties can now be found in a
garage located in the alley of the 300
block between Johnstone and
Dewey Avenues. Moving to this loca-
tion has enabled Shorties to not only
use the food truck as their full-time
kitchen but also allows them to take
the entire operation to catering func-
tions and other events.

Barnhill says that having Shorties
located next to the garage has helped
the fast casual restaurant provide
even faster service to their customers.
They have also implemented a deliv-
ery option for those wishing to place
an order by text or phone. 

The most important piece of the
puzzle is Shorties unique menu with
a perfect mix of fusion and flavor.
Claiming inspiration from books, tel-
evision shows and specifically
recipes that showcased street food,
Barnhill developed his menu to be
different and delicious. 

Today, the most popular menu
items at Shorties are the Asian Beef
Tacos, Margarita Chicken Salad and
Ally’s Twisted Fries. 

“The tacos have been on the
menu since day one,” said Barnhill,

“and the Twisted Fries were created
by my daughter, and (the fries’)
namesake, Allyssa.”

Shorties uses all fresh ingredients
and the sauces are made in house or

“in food truck,” in this case. The
restaurant has also added wraps to

the menu recently, which have
proven to be very popular.

The restaurant is open 10:30 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Monday through Friday as
well as 5 to 9 p.m. on Friday. Barnhill
plans to be open more evenings
soon and Bartians might even see a
guest food truck occasionally.

For now, the best way to enjoy
Shorties is to park on the 300 block
of Johnstone Avenue or Dewey
Avenue and take the short walk
through a paid parking lot or the alley
to the to the fantastic food truck
located behind Phat Tire Bike Shop.
It’s totally worth it! 

To place an order, call 918-331-
6868. To learn more about Shorties
Catering, contact Chris Barnhill at
shortiescatering@gmail.com or use
the “get quote” button at Face-
book.com/shorties.grille. 

Chris Barnhill
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A Whole New Ball Game
BHS Welcomes 
New Coaches
by Matt Hancock

With summer in full-swing, excite-
ment is in the air for the 2018-2019
athletics calendar at Bartlesville High
School. This new school year in par-
ticular brings fresh faces to football,
girls basketball and baseball. Three
new head coaches have been wel-
comed to the school with several
new assistants to help guide student
athletes to success.

Several BHS students have par-
ticipated in summer leagues and
have traveled to camps across the
state – some even going out of state
– in hopes of improving their team-
work and building team unity. 

Spence Rigdon has been named
the new Director of Athletics and
Activities and BHS staff are excited
to see continued growth in the ath-
letics department under his
leadership (See Profile, page 6). 

Fall sports have been gearing up
for their respective seasons daily.
Football is seeing record numbers in
their membership and attendance
through summer off-season and
camp participation. Softball and vol-
leyball are also preparing for
upcoming contests on Aug. 7. Sev-
eral other spring sports have been in
full-swing during the off-season,
focusing on team and individual
improvement in strength, condition-
ing and teamwork.

Both staff and students are very
pleased with the progression
of the BHS strength and
conditioning program led by
Daniel West. Student ath-
letes are able to have the
focus and attention of a

trained professional who is dedi-
cated to working with coaches to
improve the overall fitness and men-
talities of students. 

BHS is also grateful for the com-
munity partnerships that are
providing invaluable resources
through their support of student ath-
letes. It’s a great time to be a Bruin!

Meet the New Coaches at BHS

Lee Blankenship – Football

Coach Blankenship comes to
Bartlesville via Beggs, Okla.
Blankenship is a high-energy, kid-
first coach with a tremendous
passion for building character and a
winning attitude among his student
athletes. His passion and love for the
sport are highly contagious. He has

already helped build the program’s
numbers to higher levels than in pre-
vious years.  And his attention to
detail and knack for getting the best
out of his players has helped build
unity among players.

Perhaps the most exciting part of
Blankenship being in Bartlesville is
his energy and presence in the hall-
ways. He is the first to reach out to
kids during the school day and is a
great teammate for the school staff
and administration. He is willing to
lend his hand in any way possible to
do what is right for the school and
kids. The fact that he extends that to
his players is inspiring.

While in Beggs, Blankenship
helped lead the Beggs High School
Demons to the state championship

game in 2017. He has also
spent time as a coach in
Gore, Okla.  

Blankenship and his
wife, Abbey have two sons,
Cole and Clay.

Lee Blankenship will take over as head coach of the Bartlesville 
High School football team. Blankenship comes to town via Beggs.

Perhaps the most exciting part of Blankenship
being in Bartlesville is his energy and presence
in the hallways. He is the first to reach out to kids
during the school day and is a great teammate
for the school staff and administration.

Donnie Martin – Girls Basketball

Coach Martin joins the BHS staff
by way of Pryor, Okla. There he
helped improve the Pryor High
School Lady Tigers’ record from a
combined 13-83 into 51-32 overall in
just three years. In 2017, the Lady
Tigers finished the season as the
Class 5A State Runner-Up.  

Prior to his time with the Tigers,
Martin spent two years in Inola,
Okla. and was named the confer-
ence coach of the year. He was also
named the Oklahoma Coaches
Association All-State Coach in 2015
and honored as the 2018 Regional
Coach of the Year.  

Martin's wife, Lori will be an
assistant coach for the Lady Bruins
and will also be teaching math at the
high school. The two make a formi-
dable duo and the BHS staff is
excited to see the bright future they
will develop among athletes, parents
and the community.

Joining the Martins will be their
three children, Chloe, Maggie and Bo.
Chloe Martin will be a member of the
Lady Bruins. Last year, she was the
leading scorer for the Lady Tigers

and was a First Team All-State
Selection by the Daily Oklahoman.
She was also a Second Team All-
Metro Selection by the Tulsa World.

Since arriving in Bartlesville, Don-
nie Martin has worked hard to build
camp schedules and conduct out-
reach sessions with his players and
parents. He is another high-charac-
ter individual who BHS is proud to
see serving its student athletes.

Austin Jarvis – Baseball

Coach Jarvis comes to
Bartlesville from Ada, Okla. where he
turned a 14-win team (over two sea-
sons) into a 23-14 record-holding
team in his first year as coach. The
Cougars attained their first ever bi-
district championship during his lone
season at the helm. 

Previously, Jarvis led a Top 5 pro-
gram at Victory Christian High School
in Tulsa, Okla., winning nearly 80
games in a five-year span. Additional
coaching stops included Rivercrest,
Jay and Locust Grove, Okla.    

Like Coaches Blankenship and
Martin, Jarvis has experience
rebuilding and developing players
into great people with high character.
He grew up on a dairy farm near
Vinita, Okla. and is an Afton High
School graduate.  This is not the first
experience Jarvis will have with
Bartlesville. He was a member of the
Oklahoma Wesleyan baseball team
and earned a master’s degree from
the university as well. Joining Jarvis
are his wife, Jamie and their nine chil-
dren: Aliah, Jalen, Zoie, Wyatt, Gage,
Tristyn, Isaiah, Kynzie and Ace.

Donnie Martin will coach the Bartlesville Lady
Bruins basketball team, and his wife, Lori, will

be an assistant coach for the Lady Bruins.

Austin Jarvis, pictured with his wife Jamie, will coach baseball for the 
Bartlesville High School Bruins. The Jarvises have nine children.

“BHS wants to share their excitement with the community and
extend a sincere welcome to these excellent new coaches.
There is no one they would rather have influencing and 
inspiring Bruin student athletes.”
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE

The Pawhusk Business Development Center 

proudly offers these services in Pawhuska:

▼  Incubator Services for Start-up Businesses 

and Business Consultations

▼ Technology and Safety Training

▼ Meeting and Conference Room Space

▼  Community Education Experiences from 

Painting Parties and Calligraphy to Career 

Development Opportunities

▼ Testing Services

1225 Virginia Short Street  ▼  Pawhuska, OK

918.287.3357  ▼  TriCountyTech.edu

Pawhuska Business Development Center

Love. 
Grow.
Bloom.
by Lori Roll

What’s a mother to do when her daugh-
ter leaves for college and she’s worried
about not being there to guide and protect
her? Christina Culver shared that concern
about her three daughters.  

“I was thinking about what I wanted my
daughters to get out of college. I wanted
their focus to be more about personal
growth and who they were going to be
when they finished school... not just boys
and parties,” she said.

One day, she had an epiphany.

“I had shipped a box of Quest bars to the
girls, straight from Amazon, and wished I
had the time to do a real care package with
a meaningful note inside. I thought, 'Wait a
minute. I bet there are other moms who feel
like this.'"  

While numerous subscription compa-
nies exist, Culver envisioned a subscription
service that would be from families to their
daughters at college, keeping them con-
nected by giving them personal
encouragement along with fun products.
She queried her family about the idea and
they encouraged her to do it.

Culver started Love. Grow. Bloom. in
May of 2017 and by the end of the school

year, the business had sold over a hundred
subscriptions and shipped over 400 boxes
to girls across the country.  

Subscribers can sign up for a single box
or six boxes per school year and may can-
cel the series at any time. Three boxes are
shipped to recipients each semester with
products related to themes of organizing,
staying healthy, happiness, self worth, love
and friendship. Items may include health
and beauty, tech, college lifestyle, acces-
sories and fun or trendy products, along
with notes of encouragement and motiva-
tion which Culver writes relating to the
theme. Each box can be personalized with
a hand-written note specified by the sub-
scriber.  

Culver operates Love. Grow. Bloom.
with the help of her daughters Olivia,
Gabrielle and Vivian.

“The girls tell me what they want to see
in the boxes and I search for the products.
They’ve been great at anticipating what
people want. In every box, I highlight a
product from a woman-owned U.S. busi-
ness,” she said.  

Culver is not new to start-up businesses.
She worked as Coordinator of the Women’s

Business Center in Tulsa for almost two
years. The Center is funded in part by the
U.S. Small Business Administration to
assist Oklahoma entrepreneurial women
who want to explore starting or expanding
a business.  

“I was helping other women start busi-
nesses and it gave me a clearer picture of
what I could do. Before that, it seemed
overwhelming to start a business,” she
said. “But counseling and actually doing it
are two different things. We’ve honed the
business over the past year with great cus-
tomer feedback and through trial and a lot
of error.”  

Culver checks in monthly for fresh
ideas and assistance from the Oklahoma
Small Business Development Center in
Tulsa, which provides free services to
entrepreneurs.  

“My vision is that girls would be inspired
by the concepts and products. Maybe
they’ll read something they needed to hear
or see a product that inspires them to know
they can follow their dreams. I want it to be
a positive, fun and inspirational way to keep
moms and daughters connected. It’s some-
thing to look forward to rather than another
nagging text from mom,” she said with a
knowing smile.   

Culver also wants to reach girls who
need extra love, encouragement and atten-
tion.  Several subscriptions were given to
girls who had lost their mothers or who
were having difficulty.  

“You get to send a box they look forward
to, with lots of positive messages and guid-
ance tucked inside, during a time when girls
have to deal with lots of major changes and
growth,” said Culver.   

For more information, visit lovegrow-
bloom.com, facebook.com/lovegrowbloom
or find @lovegrowbloom on Instagram.

Christina Culver
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ON THE OSAGEON THE OSAGE

1915, Loretto There are currently over three-hundred
functioning boarding schools in the United States. Dur-
ing the late 1800s, children of wealthy families were often
sent to boarding schools to continue their education past
the eighth grade education obtained at rural one-room
schools. But, in Osage County, one-room classrooms
were not readily available. 

Established by Quaker Missionaries about 1882, the
Hillside Mission Dormitory and School was operated four
miles north of Skiatook with up to fifty pupils residing at
the boarding house that furnished with meals, lodging
and laundry. However, not all students resided at the
boarding house, many traveled daily by buggy, foot or
horseback. The monthly cost was a one dollar to board
a horse in the barn and one dollar for the student to
attend the Mission school which later closed in 1908.  

One of the most well-known boarding schools for
Native American children was the Carlisle Indian School
in Pennsylvania which was a flagship Indian Boarding
School from 1879-1918. While you may have heard of
this school, few have heard of the Native American
boarding schools in Osage County.  

And most certainly most Americans do not recognize
the name Katharine Drexel or the fortune she bestowed
upon the Osage Tribe of Indians and Osage County. 

Katharine was born in Philadelphia in 1858 to wealthy
banker, Francis Anthony Drexel. Upon his death,
Katharine and her two sisters became the heiresses of

his estate. During her 1887 European travels in search of
missionaries to aid the charities she was funding, she
was privileged to a private audience with Pope Leo XIII.
The Pope instructed her to become a missionary herself.
In 1891, she formed The Sisters of the Blessed Sacra-
ment at Philadelphia with the main goal of providing
missionary work among the “Indian and Colored” people
of the United States. 

The St. Louis Boarding School for Girls at Pawhuska
was the inspiration of Mother Drexel who used her for-
tune to build schools and missions for
Indian children. In 1887 the original St.
Louis Catholic boarding school was
built near Palmer and Main Street in
Pawhuska which burned in 1889 and
was replaced by a four-story
native sandstone building in the
Clear Creek area. The nearly
one-hundred students were
taught
by Catholic 
Sisters (Fran-
ciscan Sisters
1887-Sisters
1915-1942
and Blessed
Sacrament
Sisters 1942-
1949).

by Debbie Neece, Bartlesville Area History Museum

The Osage County Saint

“Education is the most powerful weapon
you can use to change the world.”

– Nelson Mandela

Saint Katharine 
Drexel statue 
photo taken from 
the Immaculate 
Conception 
Catholic Church 
in Pawhuska 
Facebook page 
and used with the 
permission of 
Father Sean Donovan
fr.sean.donovan@dioceseoftulsa.org

The St. John’s Boarding School for Boys on Hominy
Creek, near Gray Horse, was built in 1893 and mod-
eled after the St. Louis school. The building was also
four-story sandstone, almost identical in architecture
to the St. Louis school and also conducted by Catholic
Sisters. The school closed in 1913. 

Although the mission schools operated under the
direction of the Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions,
the bulk of the financial support was donated by
Mother Drexel who offered over $100,000 per year
and supplied the faculty from the Sister of the
Blessed Sacrament. Once oil was discovered in
Osage County, more of the financial responsibility fell
upon the government. 

Katharine Drexel died in 1955 but through her
courageous work to address “social inequality within
minorities” and create better lives for African Ameri-
cans and Native Americans across the United States,
her legacy stands tall. 

She has been recognized as the second American-
born saint to be canonized by the Catholic Church. On
October 1, 2000, Mother Katharine Drexel became
named Saint Katharine Drexel, patron saint of racial
justice and philanthropists, by Pope John Paul II.

In May of 2017 a shining star embraced the Immac-
ulate Conception Catholic Church of Pawhuska as a
statue of Saint Katharine Drexel was dedicated in
honor of a woman that left a her mark on Osage
County by believing education can change the world.

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt was visiting Osage County and making a stop at the Indian Village. 
The children of Indian Camp School lined the roadside to see the “First Lady” Eleanor Roosevelt who 

delighted the children as she vigorously waved from her automobile filled with her Native American escorts.

Osage Mission Schools at Pawhuska, boys’ dorm pictured above,
girls’ dormitory shown below.
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DISCOVER DEWEY

The First Dewey Schools
by Bill Woodard

The very first school in Dewey, as
in many frontier settlements, was a
subscription school and held classes
for one term in 1900. Tuition for this
type of school was typically $1 per
month, per pupil and the teacher was
expected to provide a place to hold
class out of his or her earnings. Miss
Vi Dumenil was the teacher in this
first Dewey school. The community
came together that same year to
construct a school building, relieving
future teachers of the expense of
renting a classroom. Jake Bartles
donated the land and volunteers
hauled rocks in wagons from a quarry
near Post Oak Creek. J.K. Green, a
stonemason, supervised construc-
tion of the school, located on the
north side of 10th Street between
Osage and Shawnee Avenues. 

Mr. and Mrs. W.B. Allen were two
of the first teachers in the new build-
ing, which continued to operate as a
subscription school until 1906, when
it was organized as a town school
after Dewey was incorporated on
Dec. 8, 1905. The initial board of edu-
cation consisted of H.J. Smith,
chairman; W.B. Allen, clerk; and W.A.
Letson, treasurer. 1906 also saw the
first eighth grade graduating class
and, in 1908, high school level
instruction was included for the first
time. By 1908 Dewey had long-since
outgrown the little rock building and

classes were now being held in sev-
eral locations throughout the town.

On May 3, 1909, construction
was begun on a $50,000 school
building that, when completed,
would house all grades, one through
12, and, according to the Dewey
Sentinel, would be the “finest and
best-equipped school in the county.”
Amazingly, on October 15, 1909, the
Sentinel reported the new building
would be ready for occupancy in
November. The November date
turned out to be a little premature
due to a delay in the shipment of
furnishings and fixtures. But by mid-
March, 1910 the building was ready
for students. One can hardly imag-
ine such quick construction
happening today; a large, new,
stone and brick school completed in
ten months! It should come as no
surprise that Joe Bartles, serving as
clerk of the school board, was one
of those leading the way for the new
Dewey school. Joe Bartles was a
tireless advocate for Dewey with

ideas, actions and often his per-
sonal finances. 

1912 was a trying year for the
Dewey school system. On Feb. 5,
the beautiful new Dewey school
burned. Starting sometime in the
middle of the night, the fire was dis-
covered about 2 a.m. The Bartlesville
fire department was called and
arrived within 20 minutes – which, for
1912, was an immediate response –
only to discover there was no water
pressure in the Dewey mains. The
school board, townspeople and the
firemen stood by helplessly and
watched the beautiful new school
burn. However, the very next day,
they rolled up their sleeves, began
making arrangements for the stu-
dents to finish out the school year
and, in May, held their very first high
school graduation! Three young
ladies made up this first graduating
class. One of these ladies, Ms. Min-
nie Baird, attended a Dewey High
School reunion in 1987. The names
of the other two remain a mystery.

& Old Fashioned Soda Fountain

Owner: Pat Cleveland
814 North Shawnee
Dewey, OK 74029

(918) 534-0610

Hours of Operation
Mon - Sat, 10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Sun, 1 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Find us on Facebook!

• 40 Antique Booths
• Sunnee Place Gift Shop
• Soda Fountain

• Come and visit all of
our local Antique Stores!

• Open 362 days a year

lingerlonger@sbcglobal.net

323 E Don Tyler
Dewey, OK 74029

Steven & Sandra Marshall
918-214-2443

family owned and operated,
serving Dewey over 14 years

MUSEUM HOURS: APRIL-NOVEMBER

910 DELAWARE, DEWEY, OK 74029
10 AM - 4 PM - TUES. - SAT.

918-534-0215 • wchs-ok.org

DEWEY HOTEL MUSEUM

The Grand Ole Lady of the Prairie

TOM MIX
MUSEUM

TOM MIX
Cowboy, Lawman, 

Screen Star,
King of the Cowboys....

Exhibits and 
free Tom Mix movies

GIFT SHOP
Western Books

& Movies,
Turquoise Jewelry,

Collectibles
and more!

Open Tuesday - Saturday
10 am - 4:30 pm

February through December

721 N. Delaware  Dewey, OK
918.534.1555

www.TomMixMuseum.com
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SPORTS

Homeschool students in the Bartlesville area can now
compete in multiple sports throughout the year – including
volleyball, basketball, baseball and slow-pitch softball – as
part of the newly-launched Washington County Homeschool
Ambassador team.

WCHA founder and commissioner Casey Parham is also
the lead pastor at Dewey Christian Church. He is excited for
the WCHA’s inaugural season, which will kick off with junior
high and high school girls volleyball. The eight-game season
runs from August to September.

“We’re really excited for the kids,” he said. “And I’m excited
to see it grow.”

Following the volleyball season will be varsity and junior
high basketball for boys and girls. The hoops teams will hit
the court October through early spring. Home basketball
games will be played at Oklahoma Wesleyan University.

Spring will also bring varsity baseball and varsity slow-
pitch softball. Parham is still finalizing local venues for the
home baseball, softball and volleyball games.

The WCHA is an independent league but will be able to
participate in the National Christian HomeSchool Champi-
onships. Conference play will be held in Tulsa with regionals
in Wichita, Kan. and nationals held in Springfield, Mo.

As part of the NCHC, homeschool students within a 100-
mile radius of Dewey Christian Church can participate on the
WCHA teams. Parham said there are several homeschool
groups in the area totaling up to 400 students. The WCHA will
be open to all homeschool families.

“I’m excited about playing at OKWU. I’m excited about the
NCHC, the national
championships,”
said Parham. “I’m
excited that that is
an opportunity for
the kids to have an
end-of-the-year tour-
nament and end-of-the-year acknowledgements.”

From his involvement in the Classical Conversations
homeschool group, which meets regularly at Dewey Christian
Church, Parham was aware of the need for an athletics pro-
gram for area students. For many of those involved in or
interested in homeschooling, the question of athletics is often
one of the first on many parents’ minds.

“‘Where do you play sports?’ It’s every dad’s first question,”
said Parham.

Other groups had tried to organize a local homeschool ath-
letics league but ran into stumbling blocks when trying to
secure a practice facility, finding coaches and scheduling the
season. But Parham’s prior experience as athletic director at
both Wesleyan Christian School and Tyro Christian School
helped him build a local program.

The WCHA is
already off to a suc-
cessful start on the
heels of summer
volleyball and bas-
ketball camps. And

in addition to the regular season sports, the league will also
host volleyball and basketball intramurals. Volleyball intramu-
rals will be held on Sept. 8, 15, 22 and 29, with signups this
month. Basketball intramurals will begin in December.

For those interested in participating with the WCHA,
Parham said “It’s never too late to join.” 

For info, email Parham at pastorparham@gmail.com or
find Washington County Homeschool Ambassadors on Face-
book or on Twitter @WACHAambassador.

Home(school) & Away Games
WCHA’s Homeschool Sports Teams by Kelsey Walker

“I’m excited about playing at OKWU. I’m excited about the national cham-
pionships. I’m excited that that is an opportunity for the kids to have an
end-of-the-year tournament and end-of-the-year acknowledgements.”

— WCHA Founder & Commissioner Casey Parham

Members of the Washington County Homeschool Ambassadors  boys
basketball team recently participated in the Ozark Basketball Camp.
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SECURITY SERVICES

“It’s important for us to have our
clients not only to feel safe, but to
be safe,” said Amanda Jacobson,
Operations Manager of Elite Security,
describing the mission of her and
her husband, Don Jacobson's local
security company which provides
private, residential and commercial
and patrol services for the greater
Bartlesville area. 

“Our clients count on us a lot more
than they first expect. We make sure
we offer them great service."

Elite is currently servicing close
to two dozen clients, ranging from
major apartment complexes to
churches. 

“Elite’s guards are on patrol from
7 p.m. to 5 a.m. every day,” she
said. “We have been good at keep-
ing vandals and trespassers away
and we have caught several vandals
in the past few months.”

The Jacobsons said their desire
to keep people safe was really what
started the company back in 2012. 

“I was working guard services for
another company but it got sold
and was eventually closed,” said
Don Jacobson. “I didn’t want to
leave the clients without security so
I kept helping.” 

Amanda Jacobson remembered
the time as a flurry of activity and
life-changing decisions.

“We had just had a baby and
were frantic for what we would do
for a job. So we went to all the
clients that the other owner had,
got all the required
licenses and
everything. Before
long, Elite Security
was formed,” said
Jacobson, who

less than a year later would go on
to become the owner of local
salon and spa, Fusion Massage
and Wellness. 

“Don had been in security for 18
years total and, originally, we didn’t
want to go out on our own but it was
kind of a whirlwind... And now we
are dual entrepreneurs,” she said.

While Don Jacobson prefers to
do his work frightening away
would-be criminals from clients'
property, he said the Elite crew
does quite a bit of surveillance trav-
elling around town. 

“We do pretty good,” he said.
“Our guards patrol about 100 miles

throughout the Bartlesville area per
night. They spotlight and walk the
premises... We have been there for
several disturbances and domestics
and our guys come to the rescue.” 

Elite boasts a close working rela-
tionship with local law enforcement
in their shared goal of keeping peo-
ple and property safe from crime. 

“We have a good relationship
with the police in town and they
have been really good to work
with us,” said Amanda Jacob-
son. “I think that’s really
important, as is awareness. Peo-
ple need to know that even
though we live in a small town,
there are things that go on at

night they don’t
know about and
we want to let
people know we
are on their side.”

Stay Safe & Sound with Elite
by James Johnson

Elite Security’s Amanda and Don Jacobson, with their son Anthony and dog, Buddy

“Our guards patrol about 100 miles throughout 
the Bartlesville area per night. They spotlight and 
walk the premises... We have been there for 
several disturbances and domestics and our guys
come to the rescue.” 
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PARTIES PAST & PRESENT

In his book “Oilman,” author Michael
Wallis wrote, “Outlaws fascinated Frank.
He loved their look and swagger,
enjoyed their company, listened to their
tales, banked their money and loaned
them some if they asked for it. Starting
in 1927, Frank hosted an annual party
for them at his ranch… he called these
annual blowouts the ‘Cow Thieves &
Outlaws Reunion.’ Nothing before or
since ever quite compared.”

Uncle Frank did indeed set the bar
high for this wonderful party but since it
was resurrected some 13 years ago by
several local business people (and out-
laws!), it has managed to regain its
original swagger and once again
become a can't-miss event that people
quickly put on their calendars! In addi-
tion to Cow Thieves being an incredible
party, it has also raised more than $1.5
million dollars for Woolaroc over the last
13 years!

Funds raised from the event have
gone toward several improvements at
Woolaroc including:

• Renovated Lodge 
• New walking trails
• Museum improvements
• Children’s playground
• Clyde Lake improvements

Proceeds from last year’s party will
go toward two new permanent exhibits
in the old Bunkhouse, recently named
the Wildlife Gallery. The building has
been transformed thanks to the
“magic” of Woolaroc and the skills of

the Woolaroc construction staff. It now
features the “must-see” Sam and Mary
Lou Daniel Waterfowl Collection and the
Stephen Dixon African Collection. Pro-
ceeds from this year’s event will support
the anticipated renovation of the chil-
dren’s playground in 2019. 

“We are so excited about the 2018
party,” said Woolaroc CEO Bob Fraser.

“We anticipate setting all kinds of
records for crowds, sponsors, money
raised and fun!”

The evening will begin at 5 p.m. with
a Sponsor’s Party at the Lodge featur-
ing the music of Open Prairie playing on
the rocks above Clyde Lake. The main
event at Clyde Lake will begin at 6:30

p.m. Painted Horse,
Shortie’s Grille and Ster-
ling’s Grille will provide
gourmet dinner fare fol-
lowed with delicious
dessert by Cup N Cakes.
Recording artist Rachel
Louise Taylor will per-
form during dinner.

“The Artist Pavilion
at Cow Thieves is
something that people
always look forward to,”
said Committee Chair
Rick Loyd. “Years ago,

we decided that we would let others
do the silent and live auctions; we
wanted something that was unique to
Woolaroc. Each year, through a juried
process, 12 artists are selected to sell
their wares to our guests. These
include paintings, bronzes, jewelry,
custom knives, clothing and much
more. Not only are these artists tal-
ented in what they sell, they donate 20
percent of their sales back to
Woolaroc!”

Following a spectacular fireworks
show set to country and western
music, guests are advised to buckle
their seat belts as Big Time Grain
Company hits the main stage. This
touring group out of Kansas City has
generated rave reviews everywhere
they have performed.

“While we can’t turn the clock back
to 1927," said Fraser, "we are certain
that we are throwing a party that Frank
Phillips and his guests would have
loved, especially his outlaws... The last
few years, we have had 800-900 peo-
ple at Clyde Lake, enjoying the
company, the music and relishing the
significant history of this party. It’s a
special event at a very special place…
a September evening just doesn’t get
any better than that!”

by Robert Marshall
Cow Thieves & Outlaws Reunion

The Best Damn Party in the State!

Coming to Woolaroc Sept. 29, 2018

Gourmet Western Dining

Cash Bar    Dancing

Artisans    Fireworks

SATURDAY, SEPT. 29
6:30PM    CLYDE LAKE

rachel louise taylor

Featuring the music of:

BIG TIME GRAIN CO.
and

1925 Woolaroc Ranch Road  |  Bartlesville, OK 74003  |  woolaroc.org  |

Get tickets online or by calling (918) 336-0307  ext. 11 



AUGUST 2018 | b Monthly 7574 b Monthly | AUGUST 2018

COMMUNITY TRIBUTE

How does one describe Della Craighead? She would have
enjoyed that first sentence because she was all about the ques-
tions. In my close to 20-year-career as a writer, I figure I have
written more about her than anyone else. And each time I begin
another story, I think, surely, it will be the last – that I will run out
of words about the life of this mother, grandmother, teacher, and
all-around humanitarian – but, I never have. 

Born 101 years ago in Durant, Okla., Craighead graduated
from Southeastern Oklahoma State University and later from
Oklahoma State University at age 18. She began her long career
teaching Home Economics at Albany, Okla. and later went to
Union Valley to teach high school English. 

She married Emery Manes Craighead in 1941 saying, “He
was the only man I ever loved from the first moment I saw him.” 

She taught at College and Sooner
High Schools in Bartlesville and was
involved in many civic groups including
Musical Research Society, Alpha Delta
Kappa Honorary Education Sorority,
League of Women Voters, Bartlesville
Garden Club, Church Women United,
Women’s Network and others. She
also served on the boards of the
Bartlesville Public Library and the
Cookson Hills Cherokee Indian Center
near Tahlequah, Okla.

I met her in the fall of 1964 when
she taught my English Literature class at College High. I knew
from the time she first addressed us that her class would be dif-
ferent. As her eyes traveled over each of our faces, she seemed

to be letting us know without words that her goal was to teach
us more than just English Literature – she wanted us to know
that she would be doing her best to teach us about life. I later
learned that she began her morning in an empty classroom with
this prayer: “God, this is your classroom and not mine.”

Craighead received a master’s degree from Tulsa University,
raised her family, worshiped at her church and sang in its choir.
After class, she answered questions about every subject a
youngster could entertain and took their phone calls as well.
She was often torn between loyalty to her family and to her pro-
fession and it was not always easy. But, in the end, the life that
she led was one many of us would be hard-put to replicate. She
was the first inductee into the Bartlesville Educators Hall of
Fame. And, now, there is a scholarship fund at Bartlesville High
School in her name. 

I never dreamed that I would be
asked to speak during her memorial
service, after she passed in March this
year and, to be honest, I didn't know if
I could do it. She had been like a
mother to me but I learned recently
that she was a mother-figure to almost
everyone. The last time I spoke with
her, she called while she was in hos-
pice. Just the sound of her voice was
a comfort. That is what a mother does.
Run out of words about her? I think I
could write a book. 

To donate to the memorial fund scholarship in Craighead’s
name, visit gofundme.com/della-craighead-bps-memorial-fund.

Della Craighead and Allan Edmonds, good friend and 
College High School classmate (class of 1965)

BARTLESVILLE – Although Agape Mission has been in
existence for more than 18 years, this year marks an
important milestone.  This is the 10th anniversary of the
Empty Bowls Fundraiser which supports the mission’s
lunch program as well as the Food 4 Kids Snack Pack
Program. This year’s event is set for August 28 at
Bartlesville Community Center from 11 a.m till 1 p.m.

Sherri Smith, Agape Mission executive director said,
“If you don’t think Bartlesville has hungry children, think
again. Some 50 percent of Bartlesville’s elementary and
junior high kids qualify for free or discounted school
lunches.”  Worse, she adds, probably few people ever
wonder what those same children are eating on week-
ends. For some kids, it’s little or nothing.

“That’s where Agape Mission comes in,” she explains.
“With as little as $3.50 per school snack pack, Agape
Mission ensures through the ‘Food 4 Kids Snack Pack
Program’ that more than 650 kids have food every week-
end.”  In addition, the Agape Mission at 309 SW Bucy
Street serves more than 3,600 on-site meals every
month--six days a week with the aid of many community
donors, churches, civic groups and the Bartlesville
Regional United Way.

That’s why everyone in the community is being asked
to help Agape Mission fund their programs.  It’s a win-win.
Those attending get to munch down on a variety of foods
from a large number of local restaurants and caterers.
Plus, they get to select a beautiful hand-painted bowl as
a take-home gift.  At the same time, their money helps
underwrite this very worthy cause.  

Presenting sponsors thus far include Bartlesville
Regional United Way, Truity Credit
Union, Susan Dick Financial
Services LLC, Phillips 66,
ConocoPhillips, City
Church, Spirit Church,
Steve and Sue Clark,
Leon and Brenda
Williamson. Presenting
sponsorships including those
at the Golden Spoon, Silver

Spoon and Wooden Spoon levels are still available. For
information, call Agape Mission at (918) 336-5410.

Individual Empty Bowl tickets are available in advance
at $25 each.  Beginning in late July, they can be pur-
chased online via the Empty Bowls Facebook page, at
Agape Mission or Arvest Bank downtown. Tickets may
also be purchased at the door.  

Each year, a highlight of the event is a Silent Auction,
which includes numerous hand-painted bowls and items
of various designs and shapes, as well as other gift items
donated by local merchants.

Cindy Kuehler of Nowata, a woman with an amazing
talent for creating hundreds of one-of-a-kind bows, along

with her team of painterly friends are cre-
ating some 800 gift bowls attendees

will get to choose from for
attending in support of Empty
Bowls. Already, and in spite
of the June heat, they are
busy without air-condition-

ing in her workshop, creating
many new designs, shapes

and colors everyone will love.

Empty Bowls
Annual Event Celebrates
10th Year of Raising 
Funds to Feed the Hungry

Della
Craighead
by Rita Thurman Barnes
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DESTINATION DOWNTOWNDESTINATION DOWNTOWN

Most would agree that downtown
Bartlesville holds many hidden gems
within its borders but a newly-completed
showpiece brings a brilliant shine all its
own. Housed inside the historic walls of
the former “1904” or “Rightway Building,”
the stylish Jewel Box Hotel Apartments
offer urban living set in a perfect pairing
of yesteryear and modern sophistication. 

Centennial Restoration Director of
Design and Development, Crystal Sare
said the inspiration behind the name and
ornamentally-classic design is a nod to
the building’s colorful history. 

“The building was originally The Right-
way Hotel Annex and the historic
nickname of the building was ‘The Jewel
Box of the Downtown,’” said Sare. “So,
we decided to make each apartment dif-
ferent – with a lot of sparkle and color to
play on the idea that each space is one’s
own individual jewel box.” 

The idea for the sleek, one-bedroom
lofts first came
about years ago
when Sare dis-
covered an article
on the concept of

“microlofts” which
she shared with
her late father,
developer Clyde
W. Sare. 

“I didn’t intend to build hotel-type lofts
at the time but he latched onto the idea.
The micro concept required very careful
spatial planning and mechanical, electri-
cal and plumbing planning and
execution,” said Sare. “To maximize
space, we also have some European
appliances and built-in wardrobes and
all other built-ins are quite custom. Also,
we feel the small spaces are better
suited to the jewel box effect.” 

The five “jewel boxes” are nestled
inside the “Rightway” adjacent to the
second floor of the Johnstone-Sare
building and each loft is equipped with
the latest in modern conveniences.
According to Sare, stainless-steel appli-

ances, 52-inch
smart-screen TVs,
front-loading
washer/dryers
and beautifully-
appointed fixtures
ensure tenants
and visitors are
treated to the
romance of the
structure’s past

while enjoying state-of-the-art accom-
modations. Although joined to the
Johnstone-Sare building, the apart-
ments have a separate, private entrance
on Frank Phillips Boulevard above Hide-
away Pizza. 

The Jewel Box Hotel Apartments are
the latest in a long line of restoration
projects completed by the Sare family
since 2010 when Clyde Sare and his
wife, Pat purchased the buildings follow-
ing a tragic fire. Since then, the family
has worked tirelessly to rehabilitate the
well-known buildings and to help create
new life in downtown Bartlesville. 

Crystal Sare has always seen the
new Jewel Box Hotel Apartments as an
important piece of the overall vision for
the Johnstone-Sare Building and down-
town revitalization as a whole. 

“Living space in the downtown area is
extremely important to the redevelop-
ment process and, above all else, I want
thriving downtown redevelopment for
the people and businesses of Bartlesville.
It’s my hometown, after all, and I love it.” 

Jewel Box Hotel
Apartments Ready 
to Brighten B’ville
by Ann-Janette Webster

New
Downtown
Gem

“Living space in the down-
town area is extremely
important to the redevelop-
ment process and, above all
else, I want thriving down-
town redevelopment for the
people and businesses of
Bartlesville. It’s my home-
town, after all, and I love it.”
– Crystal Sare

The opening of the apartments
marks the completion of an extensive
phase in the restoration process. The

“Rightway,” which sits next to and is
connected with the Johnstone-Sare,
was completely gutted on all floors.
The substructure of the building was
excavated to bedrock and all dirt was
replaced with Ph-neutral dirt. Then an
entirely new substructure and sub
flooring was put in place. 

“The roof of the building was then
pulled tight to stop corners separating
and a steel system was put on the roof
to secure the main block of the build-
ing, top and bottom, by that point,”
said Sare. “All floors are composed of
a joist system topped with structural
insulated panels, then a fire barrier.
That was just a beginning. In all,
between the buildings, 7,000 tons of
debris were removed.” 

The restoration team, headed by
Crystal Sare along with building man-
ager Monte Glover, is pleased with the
aesthetic achieved in their newest proj-
ect. They hope the feel of the
apartments is both classic and modern,
while being bright and colorful at the
same time. 

“Doors, moldings, hardware should
always be classic in line, to my way of
thinking,” said Crystal Sare. “Open ceil-
ing joists, bare brick and very playful
lighting and refracting crystals all bridge
the industrial with the ‘jewel box’
effect… which is classic.

“The colors are current, not period
colors, because I delight in color and
color plays on the gemstone idea of a
jewel box. I love the lapis lazuli look of
the lighted ceiling in the hall, because it
leads one onward, around angles, remi-
niscent of the old Rightway Hotel.”

In many ways, the Sare family’s
restoration of these historic buildings is
a gift to downtown Bartlesville. As Crys-
tal Sare builds on her father's legacy, she
feels it has been an honor to help pre-
serve Bartlesville’s rich history in this way. 

“This restoration is the last thing I did
with my Father before he died with much
left to be done,” she said. “The building
memorializes something very personally
important for me as well. Clyde Sare’s
first office was in the building… as was
his last.” 

The Johnstone-Sare building and the
new Jewel Box Hotel Apartments are
seen as a key part of ongoing efforts to
revitalize downtown Bartlesville. Crystal
Sare said they truly hope these projects
are helping to change the landscape of
the city for a brighter future. 

“I do hope our projects change the
city of Bartlesville for the better. One
seeks to do good work when one is able.
That such work might honor the history
of one’s hometown and be held within
the compass of one’s own family is a gift
for which I am immensely grateful,” she
said. “Above all, I have been grateful for
the opportunity, and am constantly

amazed by the goodness of the people
of Bartlesville in their support.” 

As for what the city can expect next
from the Sares’ Centennial Restorations
team, Crystal Sare said there are always
more creative ideas on the horizon. 

“My vision hasn’t faltered much from
the beginning and I’ve always liked the
idea of a Boutique Hotel, especially after
all the business that has spontaneously
generated in our Room at the Top event
space. It’s just an educated guess, of
course, because… you never know…
but I wouldn’t be surprised to have a
honeymoon suite and other hotel rooms
very soon.” 

The Jewel Box Hotel Apartments
are the latest gem set in the heart of
Bartlesville's ever-evolving downtown.
The five urban lofts can be viewed by
the public at an open house 4-6 p.m.
on Aug. 4. 

Information can be found via Face-
book at the Johnstone-Sare Building
page or by contacting manager Monte
Glover at johnstone.sare@gmail.com. A
complete history of the restoration can
be found at johnstone-sare.com. 
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LIVE HERE GIVE HERE

Musselman Abstract Company in
Bartlesville has long been associ-
ated with supporting the community
from which it draws its success.
Founded in 1906 – a year before
Oklahoma achieved statehood – the
title and abstract company passed
through four generations of Mussel-
man family leadership before new
owners Drew and Jordan Ihrig took
the reins in 2015. 

Faithful to a successful business
model, the Ihrigs proudly continue
the Musselman legacy of giving
back to local nonprofits and com-
munity efforts. Beginning Aug. 1, a
new campaign will solidify that com-
mitment as Musselman Abstract
kicks off its new campaign, “We live
here. We give here." For every clos-
ing Musselman Abstract facilitates
from Aug. 1 through Oct. 31, the
company will donate $20 to the
public school district in the home-
buyer’s neighborhood.

“Buyers are excited about their
new home, and they love their new
neighborhood,” said Jordan Ihrig.

“We believe this is  a great way to
invest in our customers, in Bartlesville
and in all the surrounding communi-
ties we serve.”

Each school district recipient will
have the freedom to use the donation
however it is needed. Funds gener-
ated from closings in Bartlesville will
be donated to the Bartlesville Public
Schools Foundation to be distributed
district-wide.

“This campaign is another example
of Musselman Abstract Company’s
consistent support of our public
schools,” said Blair Ellis, Executive
Director of the Bartlesville Public
Schools Foundation. “Drew and Jor-
dan Ihrig recognize the importance of

providing local support for quality
education and we appreciate their
role in making Bartlesville a place we
are all proud to call home.”

The late Sherry Musselman-Cox,
the last Musselman to helm the com-
pany, took pride in the legacy of her
family’s business but she was also
dedicated to her community and a
strong supporter of education. When
she decided to pass on her company
to the Ihrigs, she made sure it would
still be operated like her family would
have done.

“She ensured the legacy that she
had created would be continued,”
said Drew Ihrig.

“Giving back to the community is a
cornerstone of our business,” added
Jordan Ihrig. “All of our 16 employees
live in the local area, attend our
schools, shop our stores and more.
We’re all neighbors in our tight-knit
communities. When we say, 'we live
here, we give here,' we truly mean it.”

With more than 100 years of con-
tinuity and experience under her
family’s leadership, Musselman-Cox
passed on a strong work ethic, excel-
lence in service and attention to
detail. The Ihrigs and the dedicated

staff at Musselman Abstract are
proud to offer quality abstracting
services, title insurance and efficient
closing solutions.  Drew Ihrig, as a
practicing attorney, adds legal serv-
ices to the Musselman portfolio.

“Everyone in this office has a hand
in each file by the time it gets to the
closing table,” he said. “What sets us
apart – other than the level of talent
and years of experience that every-
one collectively has here – is that we
take it personally. We take it person-
ally because it’s personal to you.”

At Musselman Abstract, it’s not
just another closing, the Ihrigs say.
Every closing is “the closing.” And it’s
this commitment to community
which both sets them apart and
strengthens their ties to the people
they serve.

The purpose of the “We live here.
We give here.” campaign is just that
simple, the Ihrigs said.

“We’re here, and we’re all in this
together.”

For additional information, visit
www.musselmanabstract.com or call
918-336-6410.

Committed to Community
by Kelsey Walker
Musselman Abstract Co. Campaign for Local Schools
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LAST CALL

Wild Brew

Sutton Avian Research Center Director of Development
Audra Fogle has a lot to be excited about, what with helping to
repopulate the world with bald eagles, supporting recovery
efforts for two new endangered species and preparing for the
upcoming 20th anniversary of Sutton Center's wildly successful
Wild Brew fundraiser.

“We are really looking forward to the 20th Anniversary of Wild
Brew," she said. "It’s a great event and, best of all... its air-condi-
tioned! (Plus, beer from) 50 breweries and fare from 40 of Tulsa’s
best restaurants, and if you’ve never seen owls up-close, we will
have a barred owl, screech owl and a spectacled owl there for
folks to see up-close.  

“Once you buy your
ticket, all the food and the
craft beer is free,” Fogle
explained. “And there will
be live music from the Fab-
ulous Midlife Crisis Band,
featuring Shelby Eicher and
Mark Bruner.”

This year’s Wild Brew
will be held at the Cox Con-
vention Center in Tulsa on
Saturday, Aug. 25. The
event will include a massive
silent auction, corn hole
games, giant Jenga, an
opportunity to get your pic-
ture taken with an eagle

and other entertainment to make for “an enjoyable way to sup-
port the Sutton Avian Research Center’s education and
conservation programs.”

“The eagle is Bensar,” said Fogle, explaining that Bensar’s
name stands for Bald Eagle Northern Sutton Avian Research.
“He’s 29 years old, his pic has been projected on the side of the
Empire State Building and the Basilica in Rome, plus, he’s made
several television appearances… He’s famous!”

The Sutton Avian Research Center currently has two facilities,
the main campus of which was gifted to the organization by
Harold and Sandy Price, who most locals know as the patrons of
the world-famous Price Tower. 

“They generously donated their 40-acre home site on Circle
Mountain to the Sutton Center when they moved to California and

Harold continues to be a loyal supporter and board member to
this day,” said Fogle. 

“The Sutton Center was started initially in 1983 because of the
decline of the bald eagle,” she explained. “We were so successful
in helping to restore the population to this part of the country that
the eagle was removed from the endangered species list in 2007.
Every year, we are seeing more eagles in Oklahoma.

“We have gone from zero eagles in the state in 1983 to more
than 170 active nests this year! Because of the success, we don’t
raise eagles at the center these days but we do continue to mon-
itor them in Oklahoma... We have eagles in Bartlesville but
sometimes people can’t tell. They don’t get their white head
feathers until they are five years old and they travel all over the
countryside. When they are ready to nest, they will come back to
where they fledged and set up a permanent residence.

“If you happen to see a nest (it’s the size of a Volkswagon!), you
can report it on our website at suttoncenter.org. You can also visit
the site to volunteer to help out,” she said. 

The website also features footage from Sutton Center’s pop-
ular “eagle nest cams” that have been viewed by people in over
190 countries. 

“One nest had two chicks... but the wind knocked out our
camera and we can’t go up to the nest to fix it while the chicks
are there. The parents would tear us up,” laughed Fogle. 

For those interested in supporting the Sutton Center’s work,
Fogle invites everyone to come out to Wild Brew. 

“It will be a lot of fun and goes to a great cause,” she said.
“Drink a beer and save a bird is what we always say.” 

For tickets and more information, visit wildbrew.org. 

The Greatest Party Ever Hatched
by James Johnson

Sutton Avian Research Center Fundraiser
Saturday, Aug. 25 

Cox Convention Center, Tulsa



Truity Credit Union has many home loan options including:

 ▸   Conventional mortgages
 ▸   Mortgage re昀nances
 ▸   FHA and VA loans 

 ▸   Home equity loans
 ▸   Construction loans
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