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UPFRONT

Where do I start? How do I begin this 
Upfront? What words can I write to help 
you and your family ease the pain of what 
we ALL had to go through — and many of 
us are still going through — over the last 
40 days? Everyone of us has had our lives 
turned upside down. All we knew as nor-
mal has been thrown in the air and left 
scattered on the ground. I have been star-
ing at this screen now for an hour praying 
to God to find the right words to help 
inspire and help lift up this city and our 
state ... lift us up out of the Hell we all have 
had to go through and continue to go 
through. None of us were prepared for 
these challenges.  

The word that keeps coming to me 
is “HOPE” and, friends, that's a very 
important word to me! The word means 

“something good you want to happen in 
the future, or a confident feeling about 
what will happen in the future.” I have 
written many stories with that 
word HOPE in them ... sometimes it was 
all I had to hold on to. For all who have 
lost their jobs, their way of life, or even 
some who have lost a loved one in these 
times, I pray that God will give you a 
peace that passes all understanding.  

It absolutely breaks my heart that peo-
ple passed away with not one family 
member by their side and funerals that 
very few, if any, could attend. What do we 
do? How do we act? Do we not shake 
hands anymore? Do we not hug the ones 
who mean the most to us? Do these 
masks we wear become our new way of 
life? Is there no more school? No more 
church? No more sports? I say NO! I 
boldly say NO! I will not let this become a 
way of life for me and our family. I will not 
let this define me and change the way I am 
and who I am. Every day that I wake up is 
a gift and I choose not to walk in fear.  

Through the many ups and downs this 
city has gone through over the years, one 
thing remains the same — us, this city’s 
people. This city has always come 
together in hard times. We have so much 
pride in the foundation, the history, the cul-
ture, and the way of life that we have all 
worked so hard to have. Christy and I 
believe Bartlesville is the “Greatest Little 
City in America.” Over the last six weeks, 
this greatness of Bartlesville and the sur-
rounding areas has been shown through 
the many people and organizations that 
have come together with one goal in mind 
... keep this city going. And, oh, how we 
have done that.  

We want to personally thank all the 
men and women who keep fighting on the 
front lines to help us continue to live in a 
somewhat normal way. Thank you to all 
the medical personnel, doctors, nurses, 
firemen, policemen, grocery store workers, 
daycare workers, and the school system, 
which had to completely change the way 
our children were taught. Thank you to all 
of our city leaders, who have stayed up for 
countless days trying to figure out what to 
do to keep our city running! Thank you to 
the small businesses and the restaurants 
that kept food on our tables and gas in our 
cars. Thank you to the truck drivers and 
delivery personnel who kept goods com-
ing to our homes. Each one of you is a 
hero and the words “thank you” can never 
be enough for all the sacrifices you have 
made. To each business that had to shut 
down because of state and federal guide-
lines, we pray that you will be able to open 
your doors and serve this community. 

Finally, for the cover of our May issue, I 
envisioned a drone shot of downtown with 
the sun shining down on our great city with 
the title “We will Rise,” and that vision is 
exactly what you are holding in your 
hands! I want to thank Tyler Deaton for this 
incredible picture and understanding the 
importance of this cover. In the days, 
weeks, and months to come, I want us all 
to remember that we will rise and we will 
come out stronger. We will look back at 
these historic events and know that we, 
the citizens of Bartlesville, Oklahoma, 
never quit and never stopped believing in 
the strength and grit of her people. We will 
know Bartlesville was the city that every-
one looked up to and helped bring this 
state off its knees. Never quit ... Never give 
up ... Never. God Bless. Keith and Christy 

upfront

ABOUT THE COVER
Photo by Tyler Deaton 

Creative Concept by  
Keith and Christy McPhail 

Design by  
Copper Cup Images 

Volume XI 
Issue V 

Bartlesville Monthly Magazine is published by 
ENGEL 
PubLishiNG 

Offices located in Downtown Bartlesville 
 in the historic Price Tower 

510 Dewey Ave, Suite 400, Bartlesville, OK 74003 
 

P.O. Box 603, Bartlesville, OK 74005 
www.bartlesvillemonthly.com 

facebook.com/bartlesvillemonthly 
 

Publisher 
Brian Engel 

brian@bartlesvillemonthly.com 
 

Art Direction 
Copper Cup Images 

design@coppercupimages.com 
 

Director of Sales & Marketing 
Keith McPhail 

keith@bartlesvillemonthly.com 
 

Community Liaison 
Christy McPhail 

christy@bartlesvillemonthly.com 
 

Project Manager 
Andrea Whitchurch 

andrea@bartlesvillemonthly.com 
 

Calendar/Social Media 
calendar@bartlesvillemonthly.com 

 
Contributing Writers 

Debbie Neece, Kay Little, Jay Webster, Maria Gus, 
Tim Hudson, Lori Roll, Lori Kroh, Roseanne McKee, 
Kelly Bland, Rita Thurman Barnes, Keith McPhail, 

Ann-Janette Webster, Sarah Gagan, Caly Johnson, 
Carroll Craun, Brent Taylor, Mike Wilt, 

Rhonda Webb, Kelsey Walker 
 

Contributing Photographers  
Tyler Deaton, Bartlesville Area History Museum,  

Jay Webster, Bartlesville High School,  
Caly Johnson, Nowata History Museum 

 
 
 

Resource Pages 
Jessica Smith 

 
 
 
 
 

 

All Rights Reserved. 

No part of this publication may be reproduced, copied  

or otherwise, without prior permission of Bartlesville Monthly, Inc.

Keith & Christy McPhail, 
 bMonthly managing editors



4     b Monthly | MAY 2020

--

 
3 0 6 1 S E  Wa s h i n g t o n  B l v d  |  9 18 .3 3 3 .2 2 2 2



Self-Reliance and Friends
What Do We Do When Things are Truly Out of Our Control?
by Lori Kroh

“Some old fashioned things 
like fresh air and sunshine are 
hard to beat. In our mad rush 
for progress and modern 
improvements let’s be sure we 
take along with us all the old-
fashioned things worth while.” 
This is what I read from her 
book. I shut the old cover and 
wiped salty tears from my eyes. 
How did she know what to 
write? Her words soothed me 
now and yet, she lived them 
back then. Oh, how I want to 
live this life to face the hard 
things in a way that can be told 
to inspire others like never 
before.   

Much like those of Laura 
Ingalls Wilder back on the 
prairie, I believe we are in times 
of self-reliance and friends. Her 
family faced all sorts of 
mishaps, setbacks and events 
that were beyond their control. 
Somehow they pulled together 
as a family and Pa found time 
to play the fiddle, Ma baked 
bread, and laughter poured out 
from the little house and 
echoed through the evening.  

This could be the struggle ... the fact that truly things are out 
of our control ... and we have lost ideas on self reliance. I don’t 
know of anyone playing a fiddle now. I do know plenty of people 
baking bread. I have heard some laughter from neighbors walk-
ing by our home in the evening.  

I guess the real question is what do we do when things are 
truly out of our control.  

I have done so much reading lately to see me through in the 
darkest of hours. Words do that for me, and I hope mine can do 
that for you.  

This land of ours has seen its share of hard times and the 
people have not only endured, but become known for being 
good neighbors. In the worst of times, Oklahomans become 
their best.  

Remember in Laura’s book there came a time when the 
creek dried up. There was no one to bail them out ... Ma prayed 

for rain and they had to use 
only one bucket of water from 
the well for each day. They 
rationed and prayed until the 
thundercloud came and the 
cool rain broke the heat of the 
day so the grass could grow 
again. She wrote about that 
time and it helps me even now. 
Although there is a bailout, I 
believe we will have to get our 
own bucket to bail for our-
selves and be willing to help 
our neighbors as well.  

This invisible drought that 
dried up our creek has ceased 
the rushing of waters and 
caused a failure to flow.  

For some it burned our 
future, for the graduating sen-
iors ...  it scorched their past. 
For many of us there is no 
shade for us to rest. It’s a bur-
den that we all share and 
causes the heart to grow faint. 
The drought leaves us wanting 
and takes all that isn’t rooted 
and nourished deep down. All 
we have and what we need is 
within us. We are going to need 
to ration and pray and wait for 

the cool rain to come again. I would write and say to rely on 
what you know to be good, true, and worthy of a life worthwhile. 
My Great Grandmother would say “You have everything you 
need to make it. Use what you have to make a living ... your 
knowledge and your connections are your net worth. Make sure 
and grow a garden. Reuse and repurpose so as not to cause 
waste. Have a cheery heart and be willing to share with others 
less fortunate. Be grateful for your now and spend time with the 
family, for this too shall pass.”  

I think Laura would be proud of us working together, 
because true grit cannot be bought and perseverance cannot 
be faked. She would want us to appreciate the old fashioned 
values and all the things worth while. She would run through the 
fields and catch a butterfly as they waited for the rain. So, for 
now we give thanks to God for what we have and pray for what 
we need. Let hope arise and reach out to those you see and lis-
ten for laughter that echoes through the evening.  
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The Man Who Makes the Clothes
Mike May Was One of Bartlesville’s Beloved Residents
by Sarah Leslie Gagan

It’s often said that clothes make the man, but what can be 
said for the man who makes the clothes? When it comes to 
Bartlesville’s most beloved clothier, Mike May, perhaps there 
aren’t enough words in the dictionary to define him.  

At the age of 25, Mike began actively managing May Broth-
ers alongside his father, Jake May. During the high school 
summers spent working at the family store, Mike developed a 
deep love for the clothing business, and for the community. 
While he had many achievements attending University of Michi-
gan, as well as his following Navy service, it was Bartlesville that 
drew him home.  

As a third-generation businessman, Mike carried on the val-
ues of his grandfather, H.M. May, who immigrated from Russia 
in 1889. H.M. and his son, Ben, entered the clothing business 
as tailors and would go on to start a chain of men’s clothing 
stores. Ben May, the eldest of the five original May brothers, 
opened the department store on the dirt street of 100 W Frank 
Philips, in the newly built Johnstone building, with its iconic 
rounded corner and signature triple upper windows. When 
Ben’s youngest brother, Jake, returned from WWI, he took over 
as store manager in 1918. Jake would proceed to father the 
next generation of May brothers, Jack, Mike and Larry.   

Mike was born with a natural leadership ability, a passion for 
business, and community spirit. His quiet strength and patience 

were enhanced through hardship as a young child stricken with 
rheumatic fever at the tender age of seven. Enduring the dis-
ease and lengthy recovery helped develop his resilient, patient 
character — a character that led him to become a beloved pillar 
of the Bartlesville community as he served his friends and 
neighbors with integrity and honor.  

Quoting Larry May, Mike’s younger brother, “Mike was a real 
straight arrow. The room just lit up when he was in it. You just 
left feeling better about yourself when you were with Mike.”  

Mike May loved his job, and he loved being his own boss. 
When Mike was elected national president of Apparel Retailers 
of America, he was quoted as saying, “Job satisfaction, I think, 
is the most important thing, outside of family, that you can have 
in life. And as long as you’re doing something that you want to 
do, that’s important.” This sense of job satisfaction enriched 
Mike’s service-oriented mindset, not only in his store, but also 
in his community. He has served on many councils and boards 
in the Bartlesville community, including a 60-year membership 
in the Rotary Club of Bartlesville.  

His practical common-sense approach to issues in our com-
munity served him and our citizens well. Mike walked the walk 
of a righteous life dedicated to giving back, ever grateful to be 
part of such a special place as Bartlesville, Oklahoma. One 
example of many is the season he was on the board of the Boys 

Mike and brother Larry with the Mays boys.
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and Girls Club. Mike was co-chairman of the capital campaign 
that raised a record-shattering $7 million. Going above and 
beyond was commonplace for Mike May.  

Through several generations, the May family invested their 
time in many worthwhile causes. Mike served in a variety of vol-
unteer roles in addition to Rotary and Boys and Girls Club. He 
was also involved with Boy Scouts, Kiwanis, Chamber of Com-
merce, YMCA, USO, Hillcrest Country Club, Jane Phillips 
Hospital, and the American Legion. 

Mike’s wife, Marty, also served the community through a 
variety of organizations, including Service League, the Boys and 
Girls Club, the Landmark Preservation Council, the Price Tower 
Arts Center, and the Friends of the Frank Phillips Home. In 2009, 
Mike and Marty May were awarded the Bartlesville Legacy Hall 
of Fame Award in recognition and appreciation for years of self-
less “good works” for the betterment of our community.   

The Bartlesville area held great love and respect for the May 
family throughout their history in our town. In January 1951, a 
fire broke out on the southwest corner of 2nd street and John-
stone, threatening the May Brothers store. Members of the 
community moved quickly as the fire raged, moving the store’s 
entire inventory to the safety of the nearby Union Bank lobby. 
The May Brothers building was spared, but the family never for-
got the kindness of the community, banding together to protect 
their livelihood.  

The 1980s were a peculiarly unstable and dark time for 
Bartlesville due to several threatened hostile take-overs of 
Phillips Petroleum. For larger towns, this was not a big deal, but 
for a town the size of Bartlesville, it was a tragedy, especially for 
retailers. Mike recalled a particular threat occurring right before 
Christmas, when the town rallied around Phillips, staving off the 
buyout. There was a Christmas that year after all, although 
future buyout attempts would follow.  

Mike was president of the Chamber of Commerce at that 
time when he received a call from an Ohio Congressman who 
wanted to talk to him about coming to 
Washington to testify before a subcom-
mittee looking into hostile takeovers. He 
told the representative, “I’m just a small 
business guy, but we’ve got a unique 
story here. If you're really interested in 
hearing it, I’ll come. Otherwise, call some-
body else.” Mike did indeed testify before 
Congress regarding the toll the threat-
ened takeovers had on his hometown. 
Mike said, “It was a great experience for 
me and something I will never forget.” 

 Mike greatly valued family. He and his 
wife Marty gave birth to four sons, Mark, 
Scott, Tigger, and Billy, a new generation 
of May brothers. Despite operating the 
store six days a week, Mike always made 
time to attend his children’s events and 
school functions. He encouraged their 
education and individuality, nurturing 
them to discover and become what they 
were called to be in life, even if it didn’t 
lead them to take over the family busi-

ness. He showed pride in who they were, and who they grew up 
to be, no matter where life led them.   

Mike had many favorites in his hometown. Saturday lunch at 
Murphy’s Steakhouse, breakfast at Weeze’s Café, or a slice of 
strawberry-rhubarb pie at Pies-N-Such — he loved them all. He 
honored his fellow small businesses in his hometown, and they 
returned the favor, helping to make May Brothers the longest-
running Oklahoma clothing business to occupy the same 
location under the original family ownership, for a total of 99 
years, contributing to the inclusion on the register of the Okla-
homa Historic Society.  

One of Mike’s most endearing qualities was his lifelong love 
of golf. He grew up playing at Hillcrest 
Country Club, which was like a second 
home to him. At College High School, he 
played with dear friends John Kane, Fos-
ter Doornbos and Ted Cobb. A 2-time city 
junior champ as a youth, Mike was partic-
ularly proud that he shot his age or better 
from the age of 74 to 84.  

In the fall of 2019, Mike noticed that 
he was losing his ability to grip his much-
loved golf clubs. This early symptom 
would lead to his pending diagnosis of 
ALS, also known as Lou Gehrig’s Disease. 
His health began to decline, resulting in 
his passing on March 31st, 2020. 
Bartlesville lost a pillar of the community 
that day, a true force to be reckoned with 
in the leadership of our town, and an 
important piece of our history. As he 
slipped from this world to the next at sun-
set, perhaps his son Billy said it best. Billy 
imagined his father locking the store one 
last time and heading home for dinner.  

This picture of Marty & Mike May was taken in December of 2001.
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Affordable apartments where  
you can enjoy new friends  

and feel right at home!

•     All utilities paid; including basic cable 
•     24-hour emergency response 
•     Fully equipped kitchen 
•    Patio with sliding glass door 
•     Restaurant-style dining or you can have meals delivered  
       directly to your apartment 
•     Planned activities; to include regularly scheduled happy hour 
•     Scheduled transportation for shopping

•     Housekeeping 
•     On-site laundry 
•     On-site beauty shop 
•     Daily exercise classes offered 
•     Year-round building & grounds maintenance 
•     Interior maintenance 
•     Pet-friendly

We have independent living apartments available to rent for those ages 55 or older.

All apartments are unfurnished, 1 bedroom, $850 per month and include:

3434 Kentucky Place  •  918-333-9545  •  www.bartlesvillehealthandrehab.com

Sandra Brown, Administrator



Bartlesville Strong
Local Residents Show Strength of Character During Crisis
by Maria Gus

Bartlesville has survived crises before, 
but never quite like this.  

This community stood together in the 
face of the takeovers from T. Boone Pick-
ens in late 1984 and Carl Ichan in 1985. 
They supported neighbors after the Okla-
homa City bombing in 1995. The 
community has experienced disaster and 
loss in many ways, and somehow we 
always find a way to come together.  

So how does Bartlesville come 
together when what’s best for the com-
munity is to stay apart? 

Governor Kevin Stitt declared a state 
of emergency for Oklahoma on March 15. 
Prior to that, stay-at-home orders and 
social distancing recommendations had 
already begun across much of the coun-
try, as Americans were only beginning to 
understand the severity of the pandemic. 
Several Bartlesville residents had begun 
spring break vacation when they realized 
the Bartlesville they returned to would 
not look exactly like the Bartlesville they 
left on March 14. 

What happened next 
seemed to move quickly 
and in slow motion all at 
once. People began work-
ing from home, some lost 
their income altogether, 
and Oklahomans began to 
adjust to a lot of changes. 
The last six weeks have 

been challenging to so many Bartlesville 
area residents. 

Then Bartlesville did what it always 
does — and stepped up. 

Helping the community in a crisis 
such as this wouldn’t look like anything 
Bartlesville had ever done before. Every-
one would have to navigate the current 
situation together but, well… not.  

“This time of trial has brought us all 
closer together even as we socially dis-
tance,” said District 11 Representative 
Derrel Fincher. “Oklahomans who are 
able are reaching into their pocketbooks 
and supporting those who are more 
affected by this crisis — whether it is a 
page where people can provide financial 
support to a nursing home, or helping 
and donating at a local charity.” 

The community found a way to help 
each other despite the distance. Social 
media played a role in connecting people 
to everything from restaurants open for 

delivery to which stores had toilet paper. 
In the face of an incredibly historic 
moment, Bartlesville chose to roll up it’s 
sleeves and ask how to help, even if it 
meant treading new ground. 

Various organizations and individuals 
jumped right in. Bartlesville Child Nutri-
tion began feeding any child under 18 for 
breakfast and lunch for free. Volunteers 
at places like Agape began new health 
and safety procedures to feed people 
safely, and the United Way developed a 
team to help fund non-profits as they 
assisted the community through Covid-
19, just to name a few.  

Chuck McCauley, superintendent of 
Bartlesville Public Schools, pointed out 
that the BPS team is always ready to 
focus on what is best for kids. “Some 
examples include distributing over 4,000 
meals daily, creating wifi hotspots for 
staff and students, and countless hours 
of professional development by our 
teachers.”  

The daily meals for area 
children have been overseen 
by Jon Beckloff, Director of 
Child Nutrition for Sodexo. 

“It’s been one of the most 
daunting challenges I’ve ever 
faced,” said Beckloff. “Day 
one we fed 700 and by day 
15 we were up to 4,000.” 
Beckloff said although they 
cannot predict what is going 
to happen every day, he has 
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been amazed to see the partnerships 
that have developed. 

“There’s not a single person that has 
to be at work,” added Beckloff. “They are 
choosing to be here.” Beckloff said his 
staff is making a big impact on the com-
munity. Staff like Cheryl Egan, who 
distributes meals at Central Middle 
School, are glad to be able to give back 
to the community.  

“It’s so nice when the children come 
through and they know my name and say 
hi,” said Egan. “I feel like they’re family. 
It’s been a blessing for me.” 

Other Bartlesville residents found cre-
ative ways to help out. People like 
Brooke Cox, who started the Bartlesville 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors Facebook 
page in order to help get people con-
nected to resources. Cheryl 
Clinkenbeard, service coordinator for 
Gorman Management and one of the 
administrators for the Facebook page, 
has spent hours upon hours gathering 
information to share with not only her 
clients, but anyone with questions. 

“I knew our community needed a 
place to find reliable information,” said 
Cox, whose family recently returned to 
Bartlesville. “I also knew there would be 
people in need of help to make it through 
this crisis. We couldn’t come together in 
person to help our friends and neighbors, 
so I wanted to create an online commu-
nity to help one another weather this 
storm.” 

Clinkenbeard said she has seen 
churches donating food to ensure sen-

iors in the community have groceries and 
people dropping food by the Chamber of 
Commerce food bank every day.  

“So many people have amazed me 
with their willingness to help,” said 
Clinkenbeard. 

Sherri Wilt, president of the 
Bartlesville Chamber of Commerce, said 
the support for small businesses has 
been refreshing. “The pandemic has 
changed our views on the importance of 
shopping locally,” said Wilt. “People are 
asking how they can support local busi-
nesses and help them make it through 
this.” 

Arvest Bank’s Senior Vice President 
for Community Relations Chris 
Batchelder helped create the Bartlesville 
Virtual Tip Jar, and has seen several step 
up to help those in the service industry 
whose lives were turned upside down by 
recent events.  

“The virtual tip jar was designed to 
help patrons provide a tip that they 
would normally leave for their favorite 
professionals,” explained Batchelder. 

“Just a way to say thank you and help try 
to sustain those families. The reaction 
was unbelievable. It really renews your 
faith in people.” 

Time and time again, Bartlesville res-
idents have found a way to connect to 
people when they can’t physically be 
there for them.  

Then there were the masks.  

Dozens of people began sewing 
masks to help those in the healthcare 
industry or other essential businesses. 
Wherever there was a need, someone in 
the sewing community would get them 
connected. Organizations like Martha’s 
Task and volunteers like Marcia Hansen 
have worked tirelessly to supply masks 
to public and private entities. 

“The most visible sign of Oklahomans 
coming together are the masks, often 
homemade, and the hundreds of volun-
teers throughout the state making them, 
whether sewing them or 3-D printing 
them,” said Rep. Fincher. “People just 
stepped up.” 

For many in the community, stepping 
up isn’t about donations of treasure or 
talent, but a sincere donation of time.  

Rev. Kelley Becker of Disciples Chris-
tian Church noted the increased sense of 
community, both in her neighborhood 
and her church. “It’s a joy to see people 
intentionally taking time to check on 
neighbors and friends and sharing 
resources.” 

Bartians not only want to help as 
much as they can, but seeing others 
pitch in gives an overall sense of encour-
agement. Local resident and community 
volunteer Amy Borg noted how people 
are actually talking more and spreading 
the word about helpful resources. ”The 
urgency to make sure the message gets 
to the people who will benefit is so 
incredible and warms my heart,” said 
Borg. 

So for Bartlesville, community has 
taken shape in many ways. Challenges 
lie ahead, but residents are steadfast in 
their commitment to lifting each other up 
together — no matter the distance. 

Bartlesville Community Center Man-
aging Director Val Callaghan has been 
amazed at how creative business owners 
have been during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The community is actively trying 
to support restaurants, and some have 
sold more gift cards than ever before. 

“We are Bartlesville strong, and that 
makes me proud to live, work, and play 
in this beautiful town!”
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Take a Shot
at Better 

Senior Living

Call (918) 335-2086 to schedule a visit.
1025 Swan DriveBartlesville, OK 74006

When it comes to choosing the right senior living 
community, a little smart strategy comes into play. 
Whether you or someone you love is considering 
independent living, assisted living or memory care, 
we hope Green Country Village is on the table. 
With exceptional private residences, welcoming 
neighbors and nearly non-stop activities, it’s the 
place to live, connect, grow.

GreenCountryVillage.com

1025 Swan Drive  •  Bartlesville, OK 74006 Not-For-Pro昀t Organization
9/18

Green Country Pet Cremation Service offers  
private pet cremation with timely return of ashes 
in your choice of a decorative wooden urn with 
an engraved nameplate. If no return of ashes is 
requested, the ashes will be gently scattered on  
a beautiful pastoral/garden property. 

We are located in Bartlesville, Oklahoma and 
gratefully serve pet owners from a wide area  
surrounding Bartlesville, Dewey, and Northeast 
Oklahoma. 

For our fee schedule, please feel free to call us at 
any time.

918-766-3812 
GCPetCremation@aol.com      Like us on 



Investment Planning • Tax & Accounting • Retirement Planning • Business & Estate Planning • Insurance

Investment advisory services are offered through Sutterfield Financial Group, Inc., a SEC Registered Investment Advisor.

501 E Fourth Street 
Bartlesville, OK 74003 

918.338.2255

@sutterfieldfg

To Invest In Your 
Child’s Future

It’s Never Too Early
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Class of 2020
Graduating Seniors Lives’ Bookended by 9/11 & COVID-19
by Rhonda Rizzo Webb

September 11, 2001. 
I was in a meeting at 
church when our 
church administrator 
came in to tell us of the 
bombings occurring in 
New York and Washing-
ton, DC. Most of us 
remember exactly 
where we were that 
morning.  I was 33 
weeks pregnant with 
my daughter, Scout. An 
unrecognized level of 
fear crept up in my 
heart. Into what kind of 
world is my sweet baby 
being born? 

What does that 
have to do with the 
Class of 2020? Scout is a member of the Class of 2020. As with 
most members of her class, the events of 9/11 marked the begin-
ning of her life. 

Fast forward 18 years. Global pandemic. No school. No Senior 
trip. No outings with friends. Not even getting to see friends. No 
Prom. No Graduation. Nothing about any of this is normal, or even 
resembles what these kids have looked forward to for their entire 
lives. Fifteen years of education, extracurricular activities, com-
munity service — leading up to what? More unknown. 

It seems almost like bookends with 9/11 on one side and 
COVID-19 on the other. Bookends of the first 18 years.  

While most adults realize that life just begins at high school 
graduation, it’s probably not the time to say “It will be okay,” or 

“It’s not that big of a deal.”  It’s not okay with them. It IS a big deal. 

Things I’ve noticed about these kids.  

They are service-oriented. Leading Bible studies, serving on 
the Superintendent’s Advisory Council, participating in future plan-
ning for our school system, mentoring other students, interning at 
local businesses are just a few examples. They serve their tribes, 
their churches, and many other organizations throughout our 
community. 

A major event at Bartlesville High School is MAD Week. (Make 
a Difference Week). Students work all year planning activities that 
are both fun and profitable. (Mr. Bartlesville Competition, Duct-
taping the principal to the wall, etc.) The goal this year was to raise 

enough money to grant 
wishes for three Make-
A-Wish kids. All the 
plans were set. All the 
social-media posts 
were completed. Then, 
school was cancelled. 
Another loss.  

They have big plans. 
The members of this 
class at BHS have 
plans for the future. 
Many are planning to 
serve in our military. 
Many will attend tech-
nology school to learn 
trades that are vital to 
our country’s future. 
Many are going to col-
leges like OU, OSU, 

Nebraska, UCO, Pittsburg State, Evangel University, Princeton, 
Texas A&M, Baylor, Harding, Washington University. They have 
plans to be leaders in their universities, and in their adult lives. Big 
plans. 

They are exceptional. I’ve heard it said that the youth of today 
are “entitled.” Get ready to change that stereotype. Meet the 
Class of 2020. I’m sure there are a few who have an “entitled” 
mindset. But the ones I know are genuine, caring, thoughtful, 
polite, sincere, brave, and loyal. They love their school. They set 
a goal to leave Bartlesville High School a better place than it was 
when they started as freshmen. That says a lot about these kids. 
They were not just biding time — they were investing in their 
school and our community. 

I’m proud of these kids. They will obviously rise above the 
disappointment of missing the last quarter of their senior year; 
of missing out on all the events they’ve been looking forward to 
for their entire lives — Senior Prom & Graduation. But for now, 
they are grieving. I hope as a community we can support them 
and make intentional efforts to tell them how proud we are of 
their hard work, their positive attitudes, and their relentless abil-
ity to carry on.  

The events that seem to bookend the lives of these amazing 
kids do not define them. Instead, the Class of 2020 has a unique 
outlook along with a source of strength and character that will 
truly distinguish them. They are going to bust out of these book-
ends, most likely surprise all of us, and no doubt change our 
world for the better. 



Julianna Ahlert Dylan ArgoIsabelle AmesGustavo AmbrizGabriella Amaro

Evelynn Avalos-Arias Brittany BanhLisa BakerOlivia BaileyJaci Baginski

Desiree Barrows Joshua BealDara BaxterTrinity BaumgartnerKenzie Barton

Felicity Bernal Kylie BostwickBrooke BluhmMichael BlowerJoshua Bishop

Aubrey Boswell Sawyer BrewsterGracie BrashearJames Boudreaux

Sponsored by
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Katelynn Briggs Ruth BrownKelvin BrownBriley Anne BrownTyler Brooks

Kamden Bryan Daylon CarseValery CalhoonKaitelyn BullenJordan Bryer

Gloria Castillo Rose Charbonneau

Heaven Choate

Claire ChipindaKaleb ChildressBreanna Chew

Krista Chuculate

Kayla Clemons

Juralain ClementeAbigail ClaussenLuisa Clausen- 
Gregorio-Romualdo

Reagan ColawLaken ClowdusKeagan Clemons

Sponsored by
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Jonah Collins Sylvia Comer

Tadessa Cordrey

Blake ConleyMary ConeAnne Cone

Alan Covarrubias

Jaylenn Cross

Simon CrawfordAlyssa CoyazoMakaila Cox

Sadie Culver

Tavis Danes

Jennifer CutlerJozi CurranDarbie Cummings

Nevaeh Davis

Ethan Elias

Halle DuganAbbie DoyleJordan Delonia

Devin Erwin-AckerWilliam EnglehartAndrew Ely

Sponsored by
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Taylor Fairchild

Daniela Ferguson

Devin FellowsAlex FeesClemons Family

Jade Fielder

Anthony Garrett

Elizabeth Galvan-
Munoz

Alissa FrittsElena Fries

Robert Gilbert-Keehn

Angelica Gohl

Robert GlennEthan Gilkey Bryce Gilley

Cathlene Gonzales

Lauren Greene

Jarrod GrayRegan GormanSarah Gonzalez

Jenna GunterJuan Angel GuevaraSariah Greenhalgh

Adan Estrada

Sponsored by
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Tori Hackenberger Dominic Hadley

Spencer Hales

Nicholas HalesIsabella HalesLaura Halcom

Connor Halferty

Alice Henisey

Madison HarveyLogan HartmanCorbin Hamlin

Francisco Hernandez

Kathryn Hollenbaugh

Justin HobelsbergerBrandon HinesNicole Hicks

Cierra Holliman

Taton Hopkins

Dillon HopkinsClaire HopkinsCassidy Hood

Alexander HowardHailey HouseTrent Horinek

Sponsored by
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Jacob Hunter

Ariel Jimison

Donald JenningsJaden JamesMadison Ingmire

Allison Johnson

Kurt Kauk

Matthew JonesDawn JonesMorgan Johnson

Grace Keene

Lydia Knollmeyer

Reagan KloseRyan KingBailey Kemp

Ambika Krishnan

Meghan Landers

Bradley LakadoschJeffrey LaFrancoisChloe Lacey

Brienne LaversBrooks LanghamBaylee Langham

Madeline Hudson

Sponsored by
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Brody Lawson Alexander Le

Carissa Leonard

Gracie LeMasterAllison LeeAlexis Leake

Alex Lingnau

Alexa Longpine

Seth LongAustin LongTreabein Moore 
Liston

Lusvin Lopez

Matthew Mack

Adriana LuevanoGrace LouthanAbigail Lott

Ezekial Maddock

William Marshall

Jaden MardaJohn MannTreasure Magana

Taylor MashburnFaith MartinChloe Martin

Sponsored by
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Alyssa Medina

Donovan NashTaylor Nading

Leah MimsEmily Mendoza

Sarah Neal

Gabriel OntiverosNicholas Olsen

Cameron NickelsTaryn Nelson

Chase Orr

Anastasia ParkerOlivia Park

David PackardEvelyn Ortiz

Tyler Parrett

Madolyn PoolSydney Perry

Liberty PeatlingLillian Patterson

Victoria PostSierea Porta

Cassie McCurdyKale McCormick

Sponsored by
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Jack RaineyZachary Rainer Austin Ralph

Trent RegisterRylee Reese

Alexis Reaves-ClarkAmelia Ray

Isabella Rencountre

Freddy RochaCanaan Roark

River RiddleBaylee Reynolds

Myla Rogers

Reba SaenzNicole Ruth

Alexandra RuckmanAndreya Rouse

Conner  
Schollenbarger

Hollye SheetsKianna Shaw

Claire SettleKaimron 
Schoonover

William ShifletKeith Shelts

Sponsored by
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Tanner Sitton

Christopher SotoRuth Soriano

Lawrence SmithKahler Smith

Hannah Sparks

Haley StevensEmma Stevens

Kaitlyn StappMatthew Spornitz

Aurora Stice

Isaac SummersZoe Stratton

Colby StrachanChelsey Stine

Garreth Sumner

Anela TakahashiBritney Sweat

Ashlyn SweatLogan Swanson

Brilee TaylorCody Tate

Rhiannon SilvaHunter Shoulders

Sponsored by
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Seth TayrienBrycen Taylor Anna Terrell

Regan ThompsonGreer Thompson

Ciairra ThompsonMcKinzie Terry

Trinidy Tolle

Annabelle  
Underwood

Jaylee Turney

Cheyanne TurnerBrody Tucker

Kamryn Underwood

Guadalupe  
Villanueva

Jillian Veley

Erin VeitMary Vaclaw

Christian Ward

Scout WebbChristopher Weavel

Connor WatsonShelby Ward

Kyla WhiteJaidon White

Sponsored by
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Since 2017, Christy and I have dedicated our May 
issue to Memorial Day, and to the men and women who 
have sacrificed everything for our country. This year’s 
May issue is completely different in all ways. We are hon-
oring our Bartlesville High School Class of 2020 by having 
each one of them in our magazine. We have watched the 
Class of 2020 have many rites of passage stripped from 
them this year. They have had no prom, no senior day, no 
senior skip day, no senior trip, no hugs and high fives, 
and most importantly, no graduation. 

We understand the great disappointment of not being 
able to do these things as part of the celebration of com-
pleting 12 years of school. The Class of 2020 has shown 
great strength by finishing the school year amidst social 
distancing and the academic challenges of virtual learn-
ing. We want to say thank you to all the seniors of every 
school around the state and country for rolling with the 
changes and holding your heads high. 

We can not wait to see what the future holds for the 
Class of 2020. Congratulations! 

We want to thank Trevor Sutterfield with Sutterfield 
Financial Group and Tatton Manning with Patriot Auto 
Group for helping us share these seniors with you!  

Stay strong and God Bless...Go Bruins!

Benjamin Winters

Sereniti WrightCorbin Wright

Nicolaus WorkmanFrank Wirth

Mallory Wyatt

Frankie Young

Noah YazzieStone Yang

Kaleb Zaun Yuhao Zhang Isabel Zielenski

Cooper WilliamsBrendan Williams
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Congra
tulation

s

Matthew Alvey 
Trysha Andrews 
Abril Aranda 
James Austin 
Thanida Auttapracha 
Raphael Barnes 
Damon Bertolo 
Emily Bixler 
Crystal Leigh Bohannon 
Skye Boling 
Anthony Boucher 
Gracie Butler 
Jonathan Caldwell 
Cornelius Colbert Trussell 
James Collins 
Jania Colter 
Mackynzie Compston 
Emory Courtney 
Desaray Crawford 
Rosa Cumings 
Tristan Dagel 
Cassandra Driskill 
Jessica Dunaway 
Britney Duncan 
Enzo Fiore 
Alexis Garcia Perez 

Brianna Griffith 
Elizabeth Gunnell 
Olivia Hadrava 
Rachel Harper 
Dalton Hart 
Kyle Hedman 
Gabriel Jackson 
Brendon Lane 
Jordan Lee 
Andrew Lee 
William Leeson 
Ricardo Lugo 
Cheyenne Martin 
Peter McGonigal 
Greg Medina 
Mary Miller 
Landon Moody 
Jacob Mooney 
Matthew Mooney 
Casper Naegle 
Kamron Parra 
Andrew Patterson 
Camber Peterson 
Declan Plooster 
Morgyn Price 
Brandon Ray 

Tate Reid 
Maria Reiz 
Colton Rouse 
Rania Sharpton 
Dalton Shrum 
Shane Simpson 
Kody Sims 
Kenneth Standish 
Chandler Stearman 
Olivia Stewart 
Chloe Sullivan 
Kaily Sutterfield 
Haley Swart 
Darion Swift Hawk 
Nicolus Tessier 
Daryl Thompson 
Shai’Ron Thompson 
Vahlen Thompson 
Rylee Townsend 
Shyanne Tucker 
Jaelie Williams 
QueShaun Wilson 
Mia Woods 
Julius Young 
Diana Zhang

Seniors Not Pictured:
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FEATURE SPONSOR STORY

Building Your Financial House
Sutterfield Helps Clients Build a Solid Financial House
by Lori Roll

There is an old fable involving three little pigs, three houses 
and a big, bad wolf. The first pig built his house of straw 
because it was the easiest thing to do. The second pig built his 
house of sticks, which was a little bit stronger. The third pig built 
his house of bricks, which was the strongest of all. A big, bad 
wolf came along and blew down the first and second houses 
and ate the plump little pigs. He could not blow down the third 
house, and the clever pig roasted him for supper when the wolf 
tried to climb down the chimney and fell into the boiling pot on 
the fire. The moral of the story is that hard work and dedication 
to building a solid house pay off.   

At Sutterfield Financial Group, Inc. in Bartlesville, their goal 
is to help clients build a solid financial house. “People want to 
do the right thing, but can get overwhelmed with how and where 
to start. We work with our clients to establish a blueprint for their 
financial house, to help them all the way through the process. 
This includes the building blocks of a firm financial foundation, 
a solid structure and financial framework, and a protective roof,” 
said Trevor Sutterfield, CEO and Founder. The Sutterfield team 
includes legal, investment, and financial advisors who work with 
clients to create savings, retirement, education, and estate plan-
ning strategies.  

Founded in 1995, SFG is a comprehensive financial services 
provider based in Bartlesville, with advisor affiliates across the 
United States. They work with individuals, families, and busi-
nesses to facilitate financial stability and security for their clients.  

SFG helps clients avoid costly mistakes in poor financial 
construction by working together step by step through the blue-
print process. “The first step in building a firm financial 
foundation is to create a budget, including an emergency fund 
of six-months living expenses,” said Sutterfield. While the emer-
gence of the COVID-19 pandemic has 
upended millions of lives across the country, 

Sutterfield believes the financial building process will help 
clients now and in the future.  

“It may seem unlikely to establish a budget with a six-month 
cushion during this time of financial uncertainly, but this is 
exactly the time to look ahead,” he said.  He believes the budget 
should include life, health, and disability insurance as part of a 
strong financial foundation. Life insurance can be structured to 
help families secure their financial future to assist with mortgage 
payments, education, and unexpected expenses. Health and 
disability insurance guards against unforeseen medical 
expenses and loss of income.   

The second SFG building block is the structure and financial 
framework, which includes reducing bad debt and creating a 
blueprint for the future. The primary aspects of the framework 
begin with creating a will and trust to safeguard an individual’s 
wishes. The long-range planning process includes funding edu-
cation, retirement, and taxes. “Our mission is to assist our 
clients in every aspect of their financial lives. This includes plan-
ning for unexpected and potentially catastrophic events, like the 
pandemic we are currently facing, and other unforeseen events 
we will face in the future,” said Sutterfield.    

Finally, a solid financial house is covered with a protective 
roof. This step includes a long-term savings account for home 
improvements, vacations, and luxury items. Long-term planning 
can reduce the opportunity for financial emergencies to deter or 
demolish long-held dreams.  

Wealth management of investment accounts and retirement 
planning tools assist clients in securing peace of mind through 
different stages of life. Estate planning is the final piece of the 
protective roof, establishing a legacy for clients, their families, 

and businesses.   

When the big, bad wolf comes knock-
ing, SFG wants their clients to feel safe 
and protected by having planned and 

built a strong financial house.  
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Tri County Tech does not discriminate on the basis of religion, race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in its programs and activities. The following person has been 
designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies: Tara Stevens, Compliance Of昀cer, 6101 Nowata Road, Bartlesville, OK, Tara.Stevens@TriCountyTech.edu

Apply online at TriCountyTech.edu

If you are ready to learn a new skill, or prepare for a new exciting career, we
have your back! From the moment you step onto our campus, you’ll experience

state-of-the-art technology and world-class customer service.

Pick from a variety of class styles that are catered to you. An easy application 
process and our in house financial assistance program will make this life-

changing decision as smooth as possible. You don’t have to wait.

“Getting into Tri County Tech was a defining moment of my life. 
Thanks to TCT, I now have a certification, make more money than I’ve 

ever made, and I’m debt free after completing my degree!”
-  M A L O R I  T . ,  2 0 1 9  -

D O E S N ’ T  H A V E  T O  W A I T



A retired gentleman visits a health-
care facility for regularly scheduled lab 
tests. He is greeted at the entrance by 
clinical staff who take his temperature 
and pepper him with a series of ques-
tions. A nurse asks if he has been 
outside the state.  

“Outside the state? I haven’t made it 
past my mailbox in weeks!”  

True story.  

While healthcare workers, first 
responders, grocery store employees, 
truck drivers and the like have all bravely 
kept this city and country going, many 
have been spending a lot more time at 
home the past seven weeks. And it’s 
probably safe to say that we’ve all been 
on scavenger hunts for toilet paper and 
have been washing our hands like Lady 
Macbeth. Personally speaking, it took me 
two weeks before I found a six-pack of 
TP and I’ve scrubbed my hands so much 
that crib notes from my 1981 Biology II 
test showed up.  

But I digress.  

Curious how others have han-
dled being homebound, I 
searched for some sequestered 
stories. Not surprisingly, I found 
many who have been working 
from home.  

“I love, love, love not having to 
wear makeup, fix my hair, and 
wear jewelry,” said one profes-
sional woman. “My commute is 
the best — from bed to kitchen 
table in two minutes flat.”  

A professional man said it’s been nice 
waking up without an alarm clock, 
leisurely making coffee, and eating 
breakfast.  

“And then I’ll walk downstairs to my 
office. Maybe I’ve showered, maybe I’m 
still in my jammies.”  

He enjoys seeing his working wife 
more, and the family dog seems quite 
content to have them both around during 
the day.  

One couple loves their home and has 
no plans to move, but… 

“We decided that ‘Could I be quaran-
tined here?’ should be a determining 
factor in the home buying process,” 
laughed a young wife and mother of two 
cats. “Oh, yes. We get toy offerings all 
day long and they let us know when 
meals should be served.”  

For those with children, being quar-
antined has been much different.  

“I’m a homeschooler, Mother’s Day 
Out teacher, and nanny along with work-
ing my full-time job,” said one harried 
mom of four.  

Many working folks and retirees who 
serve on local boards have become 
familiar with Zoom video conferencing 
that allows groups of people to be seen 
and heard via computer.  

“It works well if everyone doesn’t try to 
talk at once… and if everyone remem-
bered to wear pants,” said a local 
business owner.  

Zoom participants now know they 
need to be sensitive to what’s behind 
them while on camera.  

“I noticed several people had impres-
sive book displays or paintings behind 
them,” said a civic volunteer. “My back-
ground was my recliner without dirty 
clothes on it or an empty wine glass 
nearby, thank goodness.”  

One woman laughed out loud 
after getting a text from a fellow 
Zoom participant. “She said that I 
needed to water my plants!”  

Cleaning house, taking up new 
hobbies, binging on Netflix, and 
playing board games are just a few 
other ways people have been 
practicing social distancing. But 
everyone is ready to get back to 
some normalcy. 

“I am so missing Mexican food. 
Just not the same at home.”  

Enough said. 

Life at 
Home
How People Are 
Dealing With 
Being Homebound
by Mike Wilt
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Still Open For You
Monday - Thursday

8:00am - 5:00pm

Saturday
9:00am - Noon

"Building a Healthy Community
One Individual at a Time."

Elizabeth Sherrock, MD

M. Ryan Vaclaw, MD

William Davito, DO

Donald Simmons, MD

Se Habla Español
918-331-9979

www.primarycareassociatesbartlesville.com

Mark Erhardt, DO

Daniel Holdman, MD

Janice Shippy APRN, DNP
Friday

8:00am - Noon

Sick visits for patients suffering 
from potentially infectious or 

transmissable conditions from 
1:30-5pm only, Mon-Thur.

ZOO & MUSEUM 
LIVE FEEDS 
Search for zoos and museums
around the country who are doing
live feeds and tutorials. 

DIY STAINED GLASS
WINDOW 
Grab some painters tape, washable paint and pick a
window. Make a design with the tape and paint around
it. Then you have your very own stained glass window.
Check out pintrest for some cool designs. 

WOOLAROC
Woolarac is open for FREE
drive threw every Wednesday 
from 11:30am-4:00pm. 

GET OUTSIDE
Go for a walk on pathfinder
or around the block. Play in 
your backyard. 

BAKE SOMETHING &
LEARN TO COOK

     Bake  cookies  and  decorate  them . 
   Teach the kids how to make a full meal.

As your kids accomplish each
reading task, they cross off each 
reading square. Winner gets a prize
or treat.  

READ AT
HOME BINDO

 

FAMILY WORKOUT 
Find a workout online your family 
can do together. Whether it be
outside or inside, its a great way to
stay healthy as a family 
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NEW WEBSITE Coming Soon!
bartlesvillesymphony.org

Online Resources for Everyone: 

FREE BREAKFAST & LUNCH FOR AGES 1-18
OPEN FOR
BREAKFAST
8AM-9:30AM
LUNCH 
11AM-12:30PM

Guests drive up with eligible children and notify staff how many meals they need. Guest must remain in
the vehicle until instructed otherwise. 

AGAPE MISSION
Agapebartlesville.com
facebook.com/Agapebartlesville/
918-336-5410

MARY MARTHA 
cceok.org/marymarthaoutreach
facebook.com/Mary-martha-outreach
918-337-3703

CONCERN OUTREACH
concerncares.com
facebook.com/Concern-Bartlesville/
918-336-4693

Bartlesvilleuw.org
facebook.com/Bartlesvilleuw
918-336-1044

“Friendly dealers, great showroom and vehicles, very accommodating. Really appreciate  
being called by name.” — Matt from Wichita, KS

Hwy 75 in Bartlesville • (918)333-8010 • gopatriotauto.com
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FUNNY YOU SHOULD ASK

Before writing this column, I posted on Facebook that I 
was taking requests this month. I let readers suggest things 
they’d like to be included in the column. Is there something 
you’re curious about? Do you have a question for me or my 
family? Do we have a shared experience — that doesn’t 
involve the police —that you think readers might enjoy? 

I actually got a lot of feedback and the results varied 
widely. In some cases, people were interested in our quaran-
tine experience. In others they wanted me to talk about 
anything but. I get it. It may be the most universal and all-
encompassing episode we’ve faced. It’s engrossing and 
altogether redundant at the same time. 

I think maybe I can do both. Over the last couple of weeks, 
I have made a number of observations (that happen to have 
been at least amplified by the quarantine.) Maybe you’ve had 
some similar observations. 

Here’s the first: Evidently, biology would suggest that at 
some point in my life I was an eight-year-old human. It stands 
to reason then that I would remember that all eight-year-olds 
are required, without fail, to emit sound at ALL times (unless 
they are doing something they shouldn’t be.) But for the life 
of me, I can’t recall making the constant flood of speech and 
sound that comes in unceasing waves from my daughter. It 
gives new insight into the term “streaming.” 

by Jay Webster

How I Became ...
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FUNNY YOU SHOULD ASK

Maybe that’s part of the problem. Is there such a phenom-
enon as Adolescent Amnesia — whereby we forget how 
incredibly annoying we were as kids? Not that my daughter 
isn’t a precious gift from the Lord. If it’s not the constant nar-
rating of her every thought, it’s the incessant humming (while 
other music is playing!) of her own soundtrack, followed by 
questions with completely obvious answers. “Yes, honey. I 
do think Lucky Charms have sugar.” “Yes, honey. I’m sure 
Mrs. Perry misses you and the rest of the class.” “No, honey. 
I don’t know when the Coronavirus will be over.” “No, honey. 
I’m not mad at you.” 

Adding to the challenge is the fact that there’s no “off 
switch.” I can threaten to literally throw every toy we own in 
the trash if there’s not five minutes of absolute silence — and 
it will only result in two effects: discussion (But, why Dada?) 
and/or a continuous low grade humming that her vibrating 
juvenile body can’t help but generate at a frequency inaudible 
to her own ears. (PLEASE, stop making that sound… What 
sound?) 

In March, I wrote about my personal discovery of the 
“Five Love Languages” at the hands of my wife/nurse, who 
drugged me and interrogated me about our relationship while 
I recovered from a hand injury. Readers were quick to 
demand more details. 

I can’t relate what happened for any number of legal rea-
sons, but I can say I have recovered fully-ish. The end result 
is my middle finger on my left hand sorta looks like a turtle 
straining to get out of its shell. (Likely socially distancing him-
self from his eight year old humming inside the domicile.) 

It’s okay, I guess. I’m just happy to have a full compliment 
of fingers at this point. And the reality is, fingers just aren’t 
that attractive as body parts go anyway. Mine have always 
been long and boney. They look like fish sticks that got left 
out during a manager’s reception at a Howard Johnson’s. 

So yes, my hand modeling days are behind me. But I can 
type and the mobility has mostly returned, so I am not per-
manently giving the bird to all I meet. (Which is a plus or 
minus, depending on how you look at it.) 

Here’s another observation I’ve made, since you asked. 
My skillset is apparently the exact definition of “non-essen-
tial.” For the last (nearly) 25 years, I have been a professional 
writer and video producer. My wife and I actually own a 
whole company that provides just those services. (I know. I 
thought after a quarter century we’d be further along too.) 

To make matters worse, I actually went to school to 
groom these once highly-marketable skills. I paid to be here. 
My wife and I have traveled all over the country, offering our 
talents to people willing to pay for them. 

But then this little pandemic hit and suddenly the only 
marketing going on is mom selling the kids on delivery pizza 
again tonight. That kinda sells itself. 

On various social media accounts and websites, I have 
touted that “I make stuff up for a living.” It turns out in the 

end times, that’s not what people are looking for. You know 
what they are looking for? Someone to work at QT so they 
can get gas (and maybe a taquito). They’re looking for some-
one to stock shelves, hopefully with TP. They’re looking for 
minivan drivers who will bring them their Amazon packages.  

What they’re not looking for is someone dressed in mod-
ish black clothing and earrings with a bachelor’s degree in 

“making stuff up” from the University of Oklahoma. I am the 
current equivalent to the court jester in the king’s inner quar-
antine circle — absolutely the first to go. 

That means I had a lot of free time during the virus. I was 
essentially retired. And I gotta say, it was pretty fantastic. I 
thought I would miss being productive or adding value to the 
community. Turns out I don’t on either account.  

Instead, I cleaned and I planted and I mended and I built 
— all while not earning or producing anything and only occa-
sionally writing. I got comfortable not getting dressed. I 
learned I can cut my own hair — not that I should, but I did. 
We played monopoly and dominos and crazy eights. (I dom-
inated.) We celebrated two birthdays and one holiday in near 
seclusion. And we had engaging conversations like, “Which 
neighbor do you think would be eaten first if the grocery 
stores closed?” (Good luck, Shirley.) 

Obviously, the long-term effects of this pandemic remain 
to be seen. How will it change us as a people and as the 
world? Despite the painful devastation, it still has the power 
to bring us together. (I actually had a dream during lockdown 
that I hugged someone…) It was nice to see so many people 

“out” in the neighborhood. Our block was alive with people 
walking and kids riding bikes (loudly) and runners running. It 
was like we’d gone back in time to the 40s. I hope we don’t 
lose that when all this wraps up. 

I only scratched off three items from the “All-Request-Col-
umn,” but it feels good to talk with you again. I hope you’re 
well. I hope the summer brings more good than bad, more 
hope than despair. And, I hope to see you here again next 
month. 

Cheers, my friends.
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• Skilled Nursing Services 
• Physical, Occupational & 

Speech Therapy Services 
• Long-Term Care 
• Private and Semiprivate 

Rooms 
• Support Services 
• Outstanding Care

• Open Dining and 
Restaurant-Style Dining 

• Local Medical Director 
• Outstanding Activities 

Program 
• Highly-Qualified Staff 
• Transportation

Providing a trusting, safe home away from home for our residents

1244 Woodland Loop, Bartlesville, OK 74006 
918-335-3222 

info@hvnrc.com

Under New Management

 SUMMER READING 
PROGRAM! 

     June 8-July 31 

Downloawnload thethe Beanstastack app to to 
regregistester r forfor Summemmer Reading. 

  Log reareading and actitivitvities, s, and 
  accessss thethe scschedule of f evevents!ts!  



Our Promise to You.  We care about our clients.  
Providing exceptional customer service is how we 
do business and is the driving motivation for each 

member of the Regent Bank Team.

Regent Bank is working to help small 
businesses expand and create jobs.  

As a preferred SBA Lender, we can 
help expedite the process.  

(918) 273-1227
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Shattered Hopes & Dreams
19 Years, 5 Months, 4 Weeks, and 1 Day
by Debbie Neece, Bartlesville Area History Museum

At the National Mall in Washington, 
D.C., a slow solemn walk along the Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial brings 
inconsolable emotion as visitors stroll 
past the sunken letters on the plate of 
black granite searching for an unforgot-
ten life and a treasured pencil rubbing of 
a name forever etched in the history of 
the United States and the Vietnam War.  

Standing as a memorial to the ulti-
mate sacrifice of the more than 58,000 
U.S. service personnel who gave their 
patriotic lives in an effort to defeat com-
munism, the two 246 foot, 9 inch long 
walls are listed on the National Registry 
of Historic Places, maintained by the 
National Parks Service and visited annu-
ally by an estimated three-million people 
holding memories and seeking the touch 
of a loved one they can no longer hold.  

The Vietnam War began November 
1st 1955 and ended April 30th 1975; 19 
years, 5 months, 4 weeks and 1 day.  

The United States landed 3,500 U.S. 
Marines near Da Nang, South Vietnam 
on March 8,1965 marking the beginning 
of U.S. participation in a war that bridged 
five Presidents; Dwight Eisenhower, John 
F. Kennedy, Lyndon B. Johnson, Richard 
Nixon and Gerald Ford. 

Among the list of names on the Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial are 990 
Oklahomans and even more personal, 22 
Washington County boys. John Delbert 

“J.D.” Starrett III’s name joins the list.  

J.D. was born in the small Osage 
County town of Shidler in 1947 and at six 
months of age the Starrett family moved 
to Bartlesville. David, Janice and 
Claudean Starrett joined their brother in 
attending Bartlesville schools and grad-

uating from College High School, J.D. 
with the class of 1965. Seeking a 
Bachelor of Science in Business 
Administration, J.D. enrolled at 

Oklahoma State University and was 
completing his final semester, with grad-
uation on the horizon, when Fort Polk 
demanded his presence June 24, 1969 
for boot camp. Drafted from his future, 
J.D. entered his Vietnam service June 9, 

1970 leaving with a goodbye wave and 
silly grin from a Greyhound bus window.   

 During the Vietnam War, cassette 
voice recordings filled G.I.s and families 
with hope. J.D.’s communications 
allowed his family to trace his travel deep 
into the heart of the Vietnam jungle. The 
eerie sounds of helicopters in the back-
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ground confirmed the dangerous reality 
of war. The weather was wet and hot, the 
ground deep in mud and the dense veg-
etation of tall grass and brush limited 
visibility to less than five feet.  

“Log day” arrived every 3-4 days deliv-
ering mail, water and food. Care 
packages from home maintained a con-
nection to the “world” G.I.’s protected 
8,584 miles away. Bland C-Rations were 
the staple so receiving Heinz 57 Steak 
Sauce, chili powder and other spices 
made them more palatable. Of course 
the usual brownies, gum, cookies and 
photographs of loved ones eased home-
sickness too. Although seldom available, 
one of the more popular meals was dried 
Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol 
Rations (LURP). Just add ½ a canteen 
cup of hot water to create a hot meal of 
spaghetti with meat sauce, chili con 
carne, beef stew, beef with rice, chicken 
stew, chicken with rice, beef hash or ham 
and scalloped potatoes.  

Moving further and further north, 
marching sunrise to sunset over moun-
tain after mountain, J.D. carried a 70 
pound pack on his back through the jun-
gle. Once they arrived at a place of rest 
and built poncho tents as shelter, he 
exhaustedly wrote a few lines to family 
as the sun set over another fearful day. 
Through the night, vicious leeches, ants 
and termites terrorized the G.I.’s; and the 
mosquitos were fierce.   

On August 11, 1970, J.D. Starrett 
said, “Don’t worry about me. I’m not a 
medal seeker.” However, his service was 
highly decorated:  

“For heroism in connection with 
ground operations against a hostile 
enemy force in the Republic of Vietnam. 
Sergeant Starrett distinguished himself 
by valorous actions on September 18, 
1970. When his unit became engaged 
with a determined enemy force, with 
complete disregard for his own safety, he 
exposed himself to the intense hostile fire 
as he moved forward to the point of 

heaviest contact and began placing a 
heavy volume of suppressive fire upon 
the insurgent forces. His actions were an 
inspiration to the other members of his 
unit and were instrumental in the suc-
cessful completion of the mission. His 
display of personal bravery and devotion 
to his duty is in keeping with the highest 
traditions of military service and reflects 
great credit upon himself, his unit and the 
United States Army.” For this action, he 
was awarded the Bronze Star for Merito-
rious Service.  

Army Sergeant John Delbert Starrett 
III joined military service June 9, 1970; 
assigned to Company D, 1st Battalion, 
5th Cavalry of the 1st Air Cavalry Division. 
Four months later, he became the 9th 
Washington County causality at 23 years 
of life. “On the morning of October 4, 

1970, J.D. was with one of two patrols on 
reconnaissance when the patrols mis-
took each other as enemy forces and 
became engaged in a firefight.” J.D. was 
killed instantly, ending his dreams of a 
college degree, children and returning to 
a life he had only begun.    

Flags fell to half-staff and condolence 
letters arrived from the President of the 
United States, Governor of Oklahoma, 
Department of the Army, Gold Star Wives 
and others. 

Escorted by his brother-in-law, USNR 
William LeMaster, J.D. Starrett arrived at 
Tulsa International Airport at 1:42 a.m., 
October 10, 1970 where Neekamp 
Funeral Home greeted him and facilitated 
his military honors at Memorial Park 
Cemetery. 

 The National Archive reports of the 
8,744,000 United States service person-
nel in the Vietnam War: 153,303 were 
wounded; 58,193 were killed and 1,672 
are missing.  

Near the 
end of October, 
John Delbert 
Starrett III’s 
personal belong-

ings were returned to 
the family. Among the 
possessions were J.D.’s 
muddy eyeglasses and his Car-
avelle wrist watch, missing the 
crystal….the time stopped at 

10:10…time of death.  

In November 1985, 
Claudean and Janice Star-
rett escorted their elderly 

parents to the Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial to share a 

family moment with J.D. and 
obtain a rubbing of his name on the wall 
of honor…gone but never forgotten.  

J.D.’s Additional Medals
Air Medal 

Armed Forces Honor Medal, Second 
Class 

Army Good Conduct Medal 

Army Presidential Unit Citation 

Bronze Star with Valor Device  

Bronze Star First Oak Leaf Cluster for 
heroism  

Combat Infantryman Badge 

Good Conduct Medal 

Marksmanship Badge 

National Defense Service Medal  

Sharpshooter Badge with rifle and 
automatic rifle bars 

The Purple Heart 

Vietnam Campaign Metal  

Vietnam Gallantry Cross 

Vietnam Service Medal

J.D. Starrett planned to return to 
college after his service. On October 
25, 2019 the Board of Regents for 
Oklahoma State University voted 
unanimously to award a posthumous 
Bachelor of Science Degree to Mr. 
John Delbert Starrett, III and will be 
presenting the well-deserved diploma 
to his family at the 2020 University 
commencement ceremony, May 9. 

Now You Know*

Did You Know?
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Letters home from J.D.

On September 30, 1970 J.D. Star-
rett sent his final letter home. His 
wife received this letter just after 
the U.S. Army telegraph arrived on 
October 7th announcing J.D.'s 
October 4th departure from life. 
Shattering their hopes and dreams.
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Insurance  
Made Easy

Commercial • Personal

Family Owned & Operated Since 1926 
Proudly Serving NE Oklahoma



Jewel Box  
HOTEL APARTMENTS

• 5 unique one bedroom hotel apartments  

• In the heart of downtown   

• Laundry room with washers and dryers- 

free for tenant use 

• All utilities included: electric, water, trash, internet & wi-fi  

• Fully furnished 

• Stainless steel appliances  

• Smart TV in each apartment

Celebrate and Luxuriate 

in your very own Jewel Box

100 SW Frank Phillips Blvd | Bartlesville, OK 74003 
8 am-5 pm, Monday-Friday

(918) 534-6011

The Room At The Top Events

johnstone.sare@gmail.com | www.johnstone-sare-theroomatthetop.com | www.facebook.com/johnstone.sare.events | instagram: @johnstone.sare.events

42     b Monthly | MAY 2020

LOOKING BACK SPONSOR



Homeschooling Then & Now
Current Distance Learning Not the Same as Homeschooling
by Kay Little, Little History Adventures

Pandemic schooling is not homeschooling. It is  crisis 
schooling and the official name is distance learning. As a former 
homeschooling mom who is now teaching my granddaughter 
while her mom works, I can tell you firsthand that the two are 
very different.  I saw a meme on Facebook that said it well,  

“None of us are truly homeschooling; we are quarantine-school-
ing. Homeschooling involves visits to libraries, parks, the 
ice-skating rink, play dates, museums, co-op, gymnastics, etc... 
This is completely different.” As heatheranneworld.com says, 

“Parents who choose to homeschool research for months or 
even years before embarking on their journey. Crisis schooling 
is stressful and even trauma-inducing. You and your children are 
grieving and experiencing loss. Give yourself a lot of GRACE! 
She goes on to say, “Read, read, read, read!”  

One of the things I enjoyed about homeschooling was that I 
could customize the curriculum around my children’s interests 
and level of understanding. We participated in many activities, 
while being on our own schedule. I had a taste of this on April 
15, when I took my grandkids to Woolaroc for their first drive 
through day. Of course, the biggest differences were we could 
not get out of our car and we sat on the highway with hundreds 
of other people for two hours waiting to get in! That was hard 
on us, as we tend to be impatient people. I kept reminding them 
we had nowhere else to be. 

I visited with Chuck McCauley, Bartlesville Public School 
superintendent, about how the schools are handling distance 
learning. He agreed that this is not homeschooling. Using his 
upbeat, positive attitude, he told me the teachers are working 
to check on their students daily. Much of the schoolwork is done 
online, especially with all secondary students using Chrome 
Books. The District is providing wifi hotspots to the students 
and teachers who do not have access to the Internet. 

The philosophy of BPS right now is whatever grade the stu-
dents had at spring break will remain unless they are able to 
raise their grades. 

My grandchildren attend Wesleyan Christian School, 2nd and 
7th grades. I have been helping with the 2nd grader, while her 
brother is able to work on his assignments by himself for the most 
part. His teachers make videos, send emails, and are available to 
help. The 2nd grader sees her teacher on Facebook Live every 
morning so she can understand her lessons that the teacher pre-
pares and leaves on the porch at school once a week. My 
granddaughter loves seeing her teacher every weekday. 

I combine her schoolwork with some homeschool-type les-
sons. We watch Bob Fraser give tours of Woolaroc and the 
Phillips Home. We also watch the Tulsa and Cincinnati Zoos. 
She is having fun learning about local history and animals. Both 

zoos also include craft projects, which she loves. She is also 
keeping a journal. 

Her class is reading Laura Ingalls Wilder’s Farmer Boy, and 
she and I make a weekly video for the class while wearing our 
prairie dresses and showing artifacts I have that correlate with 
the chapters they are reading. This has been really good for me 
because I miss giving my history presentations. 

Rocky Clark, superintendent of WCS, agrees with McCauley, 
in that we are NOT homeschooling. The parents are working 
with the teachers to help their children continue to learn. 

When I homeschooled my boys, we had lessons in the core 
subjects, but we also took many field trips to correlate with our 
studies. We participated in co-ops with other families to help 
with lessons. We also took weekly trips to the public library. Now, 
students are going to the library online. Ms. Laura from the BPL, 
reads books to children once a week online. By the way, she 
was one of my students when I taught 4th grade in Copan.  

We can watch art, music, science, history, language, and 
other subjects online, but we will all be glad when students are 
able to participate in person.  

Another quote from heatheranneworld.com: “Life will go on 
if you are not stellar during a worldwide crises.” This applies to 
students, parents, and teachers. This is all a new experience for 
us and it changes every day. As my friend Lisa Robbins wrote 
in her blog, “In your journey of the new normal, be prepared to 
change and change again and maybe even one more time. Love 
your kids!” 
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Making life work is our life’s work.
• Skilled nursing 

• Physical therapy 

• Occupational therapy 

• Speech therapy

• Personal care, hygiene 

• Companionship 

• Assistance with 
  errands 

• Medical social work 

• Transportation 

• Home-health 
  management

Free consultations, call 918.333.8500
Now Leasing: 1, 2, & 3  

Bedroom apartments

bison trails 

918.333.8225 

1501 SE Bison Rd, Bartlesville 

bisontrails-ok.com

Come and meet Heather Wright, the new manager at Bison Trails.

Pregnant and Postpartum Women, Infants and Children up to age 5 
who receive SoonerCare automatically qualify. Participants DO 
NOT have to be Native American to receive benefits! Spread the 

word! Call 1-800-460-1006 for more information.  
Clinic locations in Pawhuska, Skiatook, Hominy, Bartlesville,  

Tulsa, Fairfax, McCord and Ponca City! WIC MOBILE COMING SOON!! 
 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

WIC supports 53% of all infants 
born in the U.S. Someone you 
know may be eligible.

A Heavenly Touch
Cleaning    Service

We don’t just clean...we care!

aheavenlytouchcleaning.com 
918.914.2159

™

do theWe’ll
• Weekly        •  Deep Cleaning 
• Bi-Weekly   •  Carpet  
• Monthly      •  Windows

Residential &  
Commercial Cleaning

Show your mom  
how much you  
love her. 

Cleaning!
Gift  

Certificates 
Available!
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Yes! I would like a subscription of bMonthly delivered to my mailbox each month!

Name: 

Address: 

City:  State: Zip:

1-Year Subscription (12 issues)  $48 

2-Year Subscription (24 issues)  $84   (save $12) 

3-Year Subscription (36 issues)  $120 (save $24)

Check        Visa        Mastercard 

Card # 

Expiration

Mail to: bMonthly Magazine, PO Box 603, Bartlesville, OK  74005

29th ANNUAL 
DEWEY ANTIQUE SHOW AND SALE 

Saturday, June 6, 2020, 8AM - 5PM* 
Washington County Fair Building  

1109 Delaware St, Dewey, OK 74029 

 
Advertising, quilts, decorating, paper, glass, pottery, furniture, country, retro, western,  

primitive, toys, linens, books, post cards, holiday, mercantile, vintage & more! 

LARGEST 1-DAY SHOW IN THE AREA. SEE IT ALL UNDER ONE ROOF! 

Food, music, and demonstrations available during the day. 

Admission $4 
Sponsored by & like our Facebook Page antiquecollectibleassociation 

* Date subject to change. Check our Facebook page for updates.

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
Leah 918-440-3375 or Gail 918-440-5200

100 BOOTHS, DEALERS FROM 6 STATES.  
GREAT VARIETY OF TREASURES & PRICES!
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ONCE UPON A TIME

Remembering Dinner with Della
A Long-Ago Dinner With Della Craighead Proved Memorable
by Rita Thurman Barnes

Once upon a time, I received a phone call from my former 
College High Literature teacher, Della Craighead, inviting me to 
attend a luncheon at Green Country Village. Towards the end of 
the call, Della surprised me by saying, “Now, Rita darling, I want 
you to bring Larry and join my visiting grandson and me for din-
ner” I was surprised because we had just finished lunch so I 
asked her when she would like us to come. She replied simply 

“tonight,” and I told Della we’d be there.  

We returned early that evening to meet her grandson and 
soon we were off to the dining room where we joined four of 
Della’s regular dinner partners - Bruce Bates, age 93 at the time; 
Ken Engleman, who was 97; Dorothy Logue, 96; Betty Dowd, 
88; and Della, who was 97. Missing from the usual diners was 
Julius Schneider, who was a mere 102 years old. 

We had dined with Della many times before. But this evening 
would be nothing I had anticipated. The conversation centered 
around polite inquiries and genteel banter through the salad 
course. While waiting for the entrees Della’s ever-gracious voice 
rocketed from veritable silence and commanded, “Rita! Tell us 
about your writing!” I had not been forewarned. 

I’d had an eventful day and had accepted the invitation 
thinking it would be a fairly quick evening until I was given the 
task of “entertaining” the whole table. I had just written about 
Mr. Ossie Grimmett’s former home on 7th Street of old and that 
was the first thing that came to my mind. I mentioned the 

“Ambassador of Adams Blvd” as I had dubbed him years earlier 
and the faces of every 90+ year old at the table lit up like the 
proverbial Christmas tree. I knew I had struck a chord.  

After they exchanged memories of Mr. Grimmett, we moved 
on to other town characters and memo-
rable personas including Hipolito 
Chavez known to many Bartians as “The 
Hot Tamale Man.” Everyone either knew 
his family, had eaten his tamales or had 
witnessed his long walks home after 
closing up shop on the corner of 3rd 
and Keeler by the depot.  

They all remembered downtown 
Bartlesville’s reliable resident — “Smiley” 
Elvin James — and oh, how the memo-
ries flowed at the mere mention of his 
name. Everyone enjoyed the repartee 
through the roasted pork and potatoes 
and during dessert the conversation 
turned more personal when hubby 
asked Mr. Engleman if he had a son 
named Joe. His eyes lit up as hubby 
replied that he had attended high school 

with Joe. The same thing happened when Mrs. Logue asked if 
hubby knew her daughter Pat. The small-world theory was once 
again proven when it was determined that Pat had attended 
College High the same years as my husband and Joe.  

The talkative table had by then grown more intimate when in 
a very quiet moment Della asked Mrs. Logue if she would turn 
to the piano and play “her” song. Mrs. Logue didn’t put up 
much resistance and, at 96 years, she lithely spun around on a 
dime and began to play. I don’t know what I expected from this 
near-centenarian but what came from her fingers was nothing if 
not magic. She played with grace a song from the early 1900s 

called “Whispering.” I watched as her fin-
gers moved lightly across the keyboard 
like the young girl she once was, and she 
never missed a note.  

The dining room had nearly cleared 
except for the staff which was setting up 
for breakfast. But Della’s big round table 
by the piano was still sharing something 
very special — a trip back in time to a 
place few bother to visit anymore — a 
place filled with friendship, memories and 
the magic of music. It was an evening I’ll 
never forget.  

Honestly, I was too tired to visit Della’s 
dinner table that long-ago night. I was 
ready for pizza and a movie. But when I 
think back now about that evening at the 
big round table, I realize I wouldn’t have 
missed it for all the pizzas in the world! 
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320 SE Delaware Suite 5 
PO Box 996 | Bartlesville, OK 74005 

918-333-5151
AGENT FOR
GOODVILLE
MUTUAL

Innovative Solutions 
For Your Safety

Locally owned & operated  |  Serving Bartlesville since 1974
State Alarm License # OK 0158

Glennsecurity.com 

918-337-0600  |  800-375-7233
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providers

Since 1999

primarycareassociatesbartlesville.com

WILLIAM W. DAVITO, DO 

MARK D. ERHARDT, DO 

DANIEL J. HOLDMAN, MD 

ELIZABETH R. SHERROCK, MD 

DONALD R. SIMMONS, MD 

MICHAEL RYAN VACLAW, MD 

JANICE L. SHIPPY APRN, DNP 

AMANDA GUTIERREZ, LPC

Still open for your  

HEalth needs!

918-331-9979 

sick visits for patients suffering from  

potentially infectious or transmissible  

conditions from 1:30-5pm only, Mon-Thur

Same-day appointments  

Mon-Thur 8am-5pm | Fri 8am-12pm | Sat 9am-12pm

Telemed 

appointments 

Always  

Available
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Broken Arrow 918-615-4892 
Catoosa 918-416-0020 
South Tulsa 918-550-8879

Downtown Bartlesville  918-876-5255 
Hwy 75 Bartlesville 918-876-5283 
Skiatook 918-578-2350 
Owasso 918-376-0227

 TATE BOYS TIRE & SERVICE IS NOW  
OFFERING TBTSAFER@HOME 

—a complimentary pick-up and drop-off service for all your car care needs.  
With TBTSAFER@HOME, you can practice social distancing while keeping  

your life—and your car—in motion.

 Available for a limited time, TBTSAFER@HOME is FREE and offered at all 7 of our Tate Boys locations!

Learn more at  tateboys.com

Call your local Tate 
Boys Tire & Service to 
schedule a pick-up. 

Our team will pick up 
your vehicle and drive 
it to the store of your 
choice. 

Once your vehicle is 
complete, we’ll request 
your credit card  
payment information. 

Then, our team 
will deliver your 
car back to you. 1 2 3 4

IN LOVING MEMORY SPONSOR



Love is a Daily Choice
How My Grandparents Exemplified Authentic, Agape Love
by Caly Johnson

Grandparents are a gift. They teach us the things that our 
parents are often too busy to share. From grandparents, we 
learn how to cook, how to garden, how to play sports, proper 
social etiquette, business tips, information about our lineage, 
and so on. In my case, my grandparents George and Nola 
Meese taught me what they would consider essential life les-
sons, such as how to use backspin as your secret weapon on a 
tennis court, from Grandpa, and from Grandma, that cheese 
and butter are core food groups.  

What I didn’t realize from gleaning all of this wisdom from 
them over the years was that the greatest lesson they would 
teach me is what love truly looks like. 

Grandpa George and Grandma Nola are two of my favorite 
humans and are essentially my second parents. I grew up think-
ing they were perfect. Grandpa is a retired Phillips 66 executive, 
a former mayor of Bartlesville, a deacon at Bartlesville First Bap-
tist Church, and a well-respected pillar in the community. People 
initially love him for his charisma but are won over by his hon-
esty, integrity, and gentleness. Grandma has been the ideal wife 
— involved in the community, volunteering with the deaf ministry 
at church, and, like the true southern woman she is, checking 
in to make sure no one is hungry every 30 minutes. She is also 
as hilarious and as sassy as they come, with a strong affinity for 
loving on others, always with a sparkle in her eye. As a couple, 
they are known for their unmatched generosity, kindness, serv-
ice, hospitality, charm and humor, and, of course, their deep 
love for and commitment to the Lord. 

As I grew older, I 
realized that every 
relationship, no mat-
ter how seemingly 
perfect — including 
theirs — has its ups 
and downs. I’ve been 
able to witness these 
two fight for each 
other through thick 
and thin and show me 
what it’s like to 
CHOOSE to love 
someone, day in and 
day out. From watch-
ing their marriage I’ve 
learned what commit-
ment, unconditional 
love, selflessness, 
and laying down your 
life for someone else 
looks like.  

We celebrated their 67th wedding anniversary on April 5th a 
little differently this year. Grandma was in a physical rehabilita-
tion center in town and could not have visitors due to the 
city-wide quarantine restrictions. Grandpa decided he wanted 
to throw Grandma a surprise anniversary party and worked with 
the rehab center to plan the perfect event, complete with cake, 
balloons, sparkling grape juice and flowers, with Grandma cel-
ebrating in the center’s entryway and Grandpa just on the other 
side of the door. He was giddy planning it. And it was truly per-
fect. Sadly, a couple of days later, Grandma went back into the 
hospital, and our beloved Nola passed away on April 17th.   

Sometimes life doesn’t look like we thought it would. It takes 
twists and turns (read: like global pandemics). As much grief as 
we are experiencing from losing her, especially in this unprece-
dented time, we are keeping our eyes open to finding joy and 
hope in the midst of hardship.  

Real love does exist. Grandpa and Grandma’s relationship is 
proof. Not the fairytale kind of love, but the messy, gritty, 
authentic kind. The kind that looks a lot like Jesus’ unconditional, 
no-holds-barred, self-sacrificing love for us. Agape love — the 
greatest lesson my grandparents ever taught me. 

George & Nola Meese had to celebrate their 67th, and final,  
anniversary differently in April of this year.
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Legacy Hall of Fame Gala   
by Mike Wilt

The Dunlap family has been in 
Bartlesville since 1937. Originally from 
Hardy, Arkansas, Ray and Lucile Dunlap 
and their young son, Ken, moved to 
Bartlesville when Ray had an opportunity 
to work for his uncle who was a home 
builder in town. Ray went on to found 
Dunlap Construction Company in 1939.  
In 1945, daughter Theresa was born, 
which completed the first generation of 
Dunlaps in Bartlesville.  

While Ray operated the family busi-
ness, Lucile was active in many 
organizations. She also helped with 
Ken’s Boy Scout troop, taught Sunday 
school at the Bartlesville Church of Christ, 
and was the cook at the local Girl Scout’s 
Camp Wah-Shah-She for 40 years. She 
was once described as, “A fine Christian 
lady who loved her family, her community, 
state and nation, and served all of them 
well.” Lucile passed away in 1975.  

After graduating from College High 
School in 1949, Ken attended Oklahoma 
A&M then transferred to Drury College in 
Springfield, Missouri. There he met and 
married his Drury College sweetheart 
Levah Bishop of Springfield.  They 
returned to Bartlesville where Ken joined 

Ray in the family business. Father and 
son spent nearly 30 years working 
together before Ray passed away in 
1982.  

 Ken and Levah raised three sons, 
Mike, Tom, and Jim, in Bartlesville. The 
boys all attended Will Rogers Elementary, 
Madison Middle School, and Sooner 
High School. They all earned college 
degrees and returned home to work with 
their dad at Dunlap Construction. Levah 
also worked in the family business for 
many years until her passing in 2010. 
Ken passed away on March 7 of this year. 

Theresa taught science Central Mid-
dle School for 31 years. She lives in the 
home she grew up in at 10th and Jen-
nings. Theresa continues the traditions of 
her mother by being a volunteer for the 

home-bound and needy throughout the 
community.  

Mike and his wife Paula have three 
adult children. Ryan is a Marriage and 
Family therapist in Jackson, Mississippi 
where he lives with his wife, Bridget, and 
daughters, Kennedy and Blakely. Travis 
and his wife Sophia live in Bartlesville 
where Travis owns a piano and percus-
sion business. He served in the 
Oklahoma House of Representatives for 
four years. Kelsey currently works in 
business services in Breckenridge, Col-
orado. Paula is retired after working for 
the construction company and then 
ConocoPhillips. Mike served four years 
on the Bartlesville City Council including 
two as vice mayor. He has served as 
Washington County Commissioner since 
2007.  

The Dunlap Family

KENNY & LEVAH DUNLAP
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  Honors 3 Local Families
Tom and his wife Janey have two 

daughters, Emma and Sara. Janey has 
spent 23 years in public education, 
including 17 years as a Pre-K teacher at 
Will Rogers and Wayside Elementary. 
Emma, a first-grade teacher at Wayside, 
married Tim Hamilton and they have one 
daughter Evelyn.  Sara is married to 

Skyler Scullawl, and she works for Cono-
coPhillips. Tom has recently retired from 
Dunlap Construction and is enjoying time 
with his first grandchild Evelyn.  

Jim and his wife Pam have three chil-
dren Harrison, Preston, and Avery. From 
1997 to 2005, Pam was CEO for the 
Bartlesville Area Chamber of Commerce 

and is one of the founders of the 
Bartlesville Community Foundation. Jim 
represented Bartlesville in the Oklahoma 
House of Representatives from 1988 to 
1996 and in the Oklahoma Senate from 
1996 to 2004. Jim and Pam live in 
Edmond where both are government 
affairs consultants. 

Bartlesville has been home to the 
Vaclaw family for 100 years. Walenty 

“Joseph” Vaclaw arrived as a Polish 
immigrant in 1920. His original name 
was Waclaw, but he changed the 
spelling because a “W” sounds like a “V” 
in the Polish dialect.  

Joseph and his wife, Bernice, had 
four children: Pauline, Josephine, Ann, 
and Mike. The Vaclaws lived in a small 
frame house next to the local smelter 
where Joseph worked. Bernice worked 
as a maid for the Burlingame Hotel and 
would bring home leftovers from the 
lobby cafe. All of the children worked to 
support the family. Ann worked as a 

maid for Frank Phillips, both at his home 
and Woolaroc Ranch.  

Tragically, Pauline died from blood 
problems, Berniece succumbed to dia-
betes, and Joeseph committed suicide 
during the Great Depression.  

Mike, the only son, graduated high 
school and joined the local fire depart-
ment. He worked there for 20 years and 
became the senior captain. During his 
time there he met his future wife, 
Katherine, a waitress at the Brass Rail 
Cafe. They married in 1938 and had a 
son, Michael, in 1942. Katherine had 
two children from a previous marriage, 

Jack and JoAnne 
McCarty. After grad-
uating from Col-Hi in 
1949, Jack entered 
the Navy and estab-
lished his home in 
the Norman area. He 
passed in 2004. 
JoAnne graduated 
from Col-Hi in 1951 
and married Taz Burt 
in 1953. They had 
three children, and 
JoAnne lived in 
Bartlesville until her 
passing in 1996. 

JoAnne worked for Phillips Petroleum 
for over 30 years.  

After retiring from the fire department, 
Mike went to work for Phillips Petroleum 
Company. He retired in 1980. Katherine 
worked for Koppel’s Clothing Store until 
1949 and then sewed from her home. 
Mike passed away in 1986, and Kather-
ine passed in 1997.  

The Vaclaw Family

ROBBIE & MIKE VACLAW
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Emile Hubert Lyon was born on 
March 26, 1906 in Elmo, TX, forty miles 
east of Dallas. After graduating high 
school, he attended Texas A&M College 
where he played on the football team. 
When he was a freshman, his team-
mates called him “Ted” after Chicago 
White Sox pitcher Ted Lyons. The nick-
name stuck throughout his life.  

Ted left college in 1924 and worked 
as a tank car inspector for Pierce Petro-
leum Company of Dallas. He met and 
dated Melody Simmons of Sweetwater, 
TX. The couple married on December 29, 
1928.  

Ted began his 37-year career with 
Phillips Petroleum Company a month 
later. He started as a district salesman in 

Amarillo, TX. His abilities as a business-
man served him well as he worked his 
way up the sales management field. He 
became vice president of sales in 1959, 
and was elected to the company’s 
board of directors in 1962. Ted took 
early retirement on February 1, 1965. 
Besides his involvement with Phillips 
Petroleum Company, he became very 

Their son, Michael, graduated from 
Col-Hi in 1960 and attended the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma on a football 
scholarship. He met his future wife, 
Roberta, while participating in the All-
State football game. They married in 
1964 and established a home in 
Bartlesville in 1971 after Michael had 
completed dental school and served in 
the Army. Michael operated his dental 
practice for 34 years before retiring in 
2005. He and Robbie have been active 
in community projects throughout their 
lives.  

The Vaclaws raised eight children, all 
of whom graduated Bartlesville High 
School. Ryan Vaclaw is the oldest child 
and a veteran family physician. He and 
his wife, Julie, have four children.  

Stacy, an esthetician technician, is 
married to local dentist John Lard. They 
also have four children. Tyler and wife, 
Amanda, have four children. Tyler works 
for L&T Infotech and has served on the 
Bartlesville Board of Education for nine 
years. Amanda, RN, is a practical nurs-
ing instructor at Tri County Tech.  

Russell is an Oklahoma associate 
district judge for Washington County. He 
and his wife, Emilie, a dental hygienist, 
have three children.  

Bartlesville’s New Year’s baby in 
1975, Lorne is director of retail for Mur-
phy Oil in Edmond, OK. He and his wife, 
Heather, have two children.  

Amy, a dental hygienist, and hus-
band Brian Christenson live in Dallas 
where he is CFO for two tech compa-
nies. They have four children.  

The youngest son, Marcin, is a podi-
atrist who lives in The Woodlands, TX. 
He and his wife, Brittany, have six chil-
dren. The youngest, Katie, is a special 
needs individual who lives in Tulsa.

The Lyon Family

ROBBIE & MIKE VACLAW
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involved in the cattle industry and 
owned a 700-acre ranch stocked with 

“white faced” cattle, as he called them.  

Elsewhere, Ted saw a promising 
future in a small refining company 
named Bell Oil and Gas. The business 
grew and prospered and Ted became 
the major owner of the company. Later, 
he worked out an agreement with Jack 
Vickers of Wichita, KS. Vickers owned a 
retail petroleum marketing company 
with service stations throughout the 
Midwest. The two men eventually sold 
their company to Swift Meat Packing 
Company and received stock in Swift. 
Over the years, the stock increased in 

value and was a major part of his estate 
at the time of his death.  

In addition to three ranches, Ted had 
a resort at Grand Lake. After his death, 
the resort was sold and is now known 
as “The Coves” housing addition.  

By the early 1970s, Ted realized he 
had amassed a considerable fortune. He 
realized he needed to do something to 
avoid the federal government getting a 
substantial portion of his estate. Ted and 
Melody didn’t have children, but they 
were close to four nieces and one 
nephew. The created a unitrust, which 
would become effective after their deaths 
and provide income for the nieces and 

nephew. When they were all deceased, 
the unitrust would terminate and the 
assets would be transferred to the E.H. 
Lyon and Melody Lyon Foundation.  

Ted passed away on April 15, 1978 
at the age of 72. Melody passed away 
less than two weeks later on April 27 at 
the age of 68.  

Except for a couple of years in Utah, 
Ted and Melody lived in Bartlesville 
beginning in 1944.  

By 1972, Lyon had already shown 
evidence of his generous nature and his 
philosophy of giving. In 1967, he per-
sonally conducted the fundraising drive 

to build a coronary care center 
in what was then Jane Phillips 
Episcopal-Memorial Medical 
Center. He himself contributed 
today’s equivalent of $69,000 
to the project. A few years 
later he donated the equiva-
lent of 345,000 to help 
construct the hospital’s inten-
sive care unit. But helping 
young people, civic projects, 
and educational facilities was 
also part of the Lyon’s philos-
ophy of giving. 

EMILE “TED” HUBERT LYON MELODY LYON
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ON THE OSAGE

When going through times of trouble, the words of an old 
song always seem to come floating across my mind… 

“The anchor holds, though the ship is battered. The anchor 
holds, though the sails are torn. I have fallen on my knees, as I 
faced the raging seas, but the anchor holds in spite of the storm.”  

Those words always seem to encourage my heart. In these 
unprecedented times, I’ve hummed more than just a few bars 
of this ballad. 

It’s in times like these it does us well to take our thoughts 
captive and herd them in a direction that will do us some good, 
rather than shake us in our shoes. Let’s talk “Overcomers” for 
just a moment. 

Like Mollie Bivin in Shidler, 
Oklahoma, who came to this 
country from Europe and mar-
ried a man who planted her up 
on the far northern corner of 
Osage County out in the pasture. 
It’s on this piece of Oklahoma 
prairie the two of them planted a 
garden, transformed the topog-
raphy, called it the Bivin Garden, 
and opened it up to the public. 
That’s pretty amazing — but, I’ll 
top that one for you. After her 
beloved “Bivin” passed away, 
Miss Mollie continued to care for 
that garden, work in her commu-
nity, and even serves on the 
Osage County Tourism Board to 
this day. Miss Mollie is 90 years 
old. Fear does not drive this 
Brit’s ship. She’s an overcomer. 

Or how about the whole 
community of Fairfax? These 
western edge-of-the-Osage 
overcomers saw a tornado blast 
through their downtown over a 

year ago, leaving many store buildings unusable. Many owners 
were not local, the buildings had no insurance, and repairs 
seemed impossible. What did Fairfax do? I’ll tell you in just a 
moment, but first, let’s look even further back to the early 1920s, 
when Fairfax was the place of unprecedented crimes against 
the Osages that made the feud between the Hatfield’s and 
McCoy’s look like an ice cream social. Overcoming hard times, 
pain, and sorrow is not a new concept in Fairfax. Like when their 
hospital fell into financial trouble and couldn’t pay its workers. 
You know what they did? Well, after the tornado, they went on 
and held their Fall Festival and danced in the streets — right in 
front of those damaged buildings. Those employees at the Fair-
fax hospital — they went to work anyway and worked for free 

— because they cared. Fairfax is 
full of overcomers. 

I could tell of small-town 
squabbles, business challenges, 
and the infectiousness of nega-
tivity. I could even talk about old 

“King Corona” today, but I’d 
rather set your gaze on the hori-
zon — where I believe your BEST 
days are about to rise. There’s a 
pioneering spirit up here in this 
part of Oklahoma that’s faced the 
dust bowl, droughts, and cattle 
market crashes; that’s enabled 
the people to press in, hold fast, 
and hang on. We’re a place 
where neighbors love their neigh-
bors and where optimism lives. 
It’s a place called Osage County, 
Oklahoma, and we’ve set our 
sails to overcoming and invite 
you to hop in.  

#TheAnchorHoldsInSpiteOfTheStorm 

Follow along on Facebook 
and like the “Visit the Osage” 
page. 

True Grit
Herd Your Thoughts In  
a Direction That Will  
Do Everyone Some Good
by Kelly Bland

The Brit Flag flies at the entrance to the Bivin Garden in Shidler.

This John Wayne cutout is at Mudpies 2 Gift Shop in Pawhuska.



60     b Monthly | MAY 2020

C O N TAC T  YO U R  E L I T E  T E A M  O F  AG E N T S

Charlene Bejcek
918-440-4763

Cindy Folk
918-559-9905

Dusty Brown
918-766-4126

Tom Blain
918-886-2276

Chris Hester
918-333-8700

Janette Roark
918-907-1327

Brian Saltzman
918-214-3053

Amos Radlinger
918-766-2361

Andrew Gordon   
918-230-0864

Caryn Nevins
918-350-4311

Kay Clopp
918-440-7077

Max Lutke
918-914-3813

Kim Tate-Connor
918-335-7193

Keeli Hand-Droege
Managing Broker

 918-697-8509

Kathlene Blevins
918-440-1859

Freda Brown
918-418-9506

Lindsey King
918-500-9170

BARTLESVILLE

BruinsBruinsBruins

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 0

Congratulations

CCBARTLESVILLE.COM
5 0 6 1  S E  W A S H I N T O N  B LV D  |  9 1 8 . 3 3 3 . 2 2 2 2



Tim Hudson
Writing Comes Naturally to Popular Local Artist
by Maria Gus

Tim Hudson grew up southeast of 
Bartlesville in the New Harmony area. 
Even though he lived in the same house 
while growing up, he was, at times, in 
three different school districts. He 
attended Oglesby, Caney Valley, and 
finally ended up at Bartlesville High 
School his junior year. Hudson graduated 
in 1988. 

Hudson’s path to the written word 
wasn’t a traditional one. Serving as the 
publicity chair of the underground Chris-
tian rock venue “The Where-House” from 
2000 - 2006, Hudson honed his skills 
writing reviews and press releases. His 
natural ability led to a job at the local 
newspaper, where he worked for many 
years. Now, in addition to writing for 
bmonthly Magazine, he also edits the 
Owasso and Broken Arrow magazines 
owned by Engel Publishing. A true ren-
aissance man, Hudson has also written 
theatrical plays and he’s working on his 
first book. 

“It was just something I was good at,” 
said Hudson. “When I was doing The 
Where-House, it was near the beginning 
of the internet age and we had a website.” 
Hudson used the opportunity to create 
content while building himself quite a 
resume. “When the opportunity came 
along at the newspaper, it turns out I had 
a portfolio of work thanks to all that 
music writing.” 

Hudson’s time as the promoter at The 
Where-House was full of A-list bands 
that came through before they made it 
big. “It is without a hint of hyperbole that 
I say some of the shows were legendary 
in scene circles,” said Hudson. “It was so 
much fun, and such a great time to be a 
part of things.“ 

The longtime Bartlesville writer and 
community volunteer has also written 
two radio plays and is currently writing a 
third. Hudson credits Kaleb Potter at 
Bartlesville Radio for supporting the air-

ing of the plays during Halloween. Hud-
son not only re-wrote Orson Welles’ War 
of the Worlds with a modernized 
Bartlesville take, he also wrote DEAD FM, 
where zombies invade Bartlesville. 

“The great Chris Cauthen has been 
our engineer and the voice talent has 
been everyone from Tony Award nomi-
nated Joe Sears, to City Councilor Alan 
Gentges, to Judge Russ Vaclaw,” said 
Hudson, adding they are a lot of fun and 
he always centers them around Hal-
loween — as it’s his favorite holiday.  

“This year’s is called Exit Earth, and it 
involves a Captain Nemo-type mad sci-
entist attempting to push the reset 
button on humanity,” said Hudson. “I 
think when you have a good idea, it sort 
of writes itself.” Hudson is also looking 
forward to releasing another theatrical 
play for Theater Bartlesville in October 
titled The Comeback.  

As for writing at bmonthly, Hudson 
said he absolutely loves the vision and 
community spirit that runs throughout 
the magazine. “You can see it on every 
page,” said Hudson. “Keith and Christy 
and Brian are straight up visionaries that 
take what our town is and ask ‘where 
can we go from here?’  Thankfully, they 
are good enough to share that answer 
and enjoy the ride with us.” 

A proud husband and father, Hudson 
is married to Rhonda, the director of Ray 
of the Hope Advocacy Center, and they 
have two daughters, Madeline, 18; and 
Emma, 16.  

“Madeline is headed to TU next year to 
study psychology,” said Hudson. “She’s 
going to set the world on fire. My other 
daughter, Emma, is an artist, and I am 
amazed daily at the great things that 
come out of her brain.” 
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• Retaining Walls 
• Landscaping 
• Garden Gifts

• Custom Planting 
• Irrigation 
• Much More

111 SE Beck, Bartlesville 
918-333-3248

OPEN: Mon - Fri: 8 am - 5:30 pm,  
Sat: 9 am - 4 pm

Mother’s Day Week: May 4 - 9 only

20% Off 
Everything

Family owned since 1954

Member FDIC Loans subject to credit approval

arvest.com/homeloan

TRUST THE HOME 
LOAN EXPERTS.
TRUST ARVEST.
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Distance Learning
A Look at What BPS Is Doing to Help Students
by Tim Hudson

In today’s topsy-turvy world, one 
group is striving to keep some nor-
malcy in the lives of Bartlesville kids 
and families. The Bartlesville school 
system and Child Nutrition Department 
Director Jon Beckloff are hard at work 
providing school meals for kids in the 
district used to having them. We had a 
few minutes on the phone with BPS 
Superintendent Chuck McCauley, to 
talk about what the district is doing to 
facilitate distance learning. 

In what ways are you guys pro-
viding for the students now that we 
are doing distance learning? 

A: In terms of the meals, our Child 
Nutrition Department provides break-
fast and lunches. They have them daily 
at Central and Madison middle 
schools and then they also deliver 
them throughout the town. They are 
available to any kid from one to 18 
years of age, whether or not they qualify for a free or reduced 
lunch. We’ve been doing that since we’ve been in this mode 
after spring break, and we have been distributing over 4,000 
meals daily.  

How do you go about it?  

A: Our Child Nutrition Department has done a great job. At both 
Central and Madison they have it set up where people can pull 
through. Madison has a drive-through in the back where they 
pull around and basically just however many kids are in the vehi-
cle they will give them that amount of grab-and-go food. They 
have a to-go pack and do the same thing at Central. They 
gather the meals up at the schools and they have them at those 
two places for people to come by and pick them up. They also 
distribute them throughout town on the bus routes.  Busses 
actually take them out to the different neighborhoods through-
out town. The Child Nutrition Department also has a Facebook 
page that they continually update. We’ve had a great response; 
I think the first day we distributed about 750 meals, and by the 
end of that first week it was over 4,000. I think 4,500 has been 
the largest number, but it has been consistently over 4,000 
daily.  

Did you decide to do this because the need was there? 

A: Every summer, as part of the Child Nutrition Program, we 
offer food at schools that qualify. We have a large number of 

kids that qualify for free and reduced 
lunches, and typically that’s been 
done in June and July. The same 
opportunity came up two years ago 
during the teacher walkout, and we 
had that for eight days. It was obvi-
ously a big issue and concern, 
because many of our kids really count 
on that food throughout the day. 
Schools are doing different versions of 
this around the country and it made 
sense. What  Jon Beckloff had learned 
was that it seemed like the bigger 
need was to get the food out to the 
neighborhoods, because not every kid 
has the opportunity to get to the 
school to pick up their lunches. It’s 
really been a good thing. Everyone 
needs routine, and it’s hard to have 
one during this time. The kids have 
been out of school for so long, and 
this gives them a kind of daily routine. 
When the bus is coming they can go 

and maybe see some kids around, which has been comforting 
for them, as well.  

Have you gotten much feedback? 

A: It has been overwhelmingly positive. We’ve seen tremendous 
feedback from across the community, very appreciative. We 
have a little less than 6,000 students in the district, so 4,000 
meals daily is a pretty big number.  

How’s the distance learning going? 

A: It’s a little different depending on the ages of the kids. The 
6th to 12th-grade kids already have a Chromebook that makes 
it possible to interact with their teachers. The elementary is a lit-
tle different because they don’t have a device. So we sent a 
packet home and the teachers are communicating with the kids 
as often as they can. Overall, the feedback has been positive. I 
think everyone understands this is a huge undertaking with very 
short notice. Thankfully this happened at the end of a school 
year and a lot of the curriculum has been covered. It’s been 
going as well as it could. We are learning lessons on a daily 
basis on things we can do to improve. One big hurdle we had 
was that we had 6th to 12th-grade students that didn’t have 
internet connectivity, so we purchased 275 hot spots for kids. 
We are making plans just in case this extends into the next 
school year.
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Life Proves Best Recipe
Wright Chef Winner Jordan Keen’s Life Led Him to Cooking
by Ann-Janette Webster

The school of life taught Chef Jordan Keen all he needed to 
know about making people happy with food. This self-taught 
culinary creator began cooking for his siblings out of necessity 
at a young age, and took on his first professional gig at age 15 
at a mom & pop pizza place outside Chicago. Over the next two 
decades Keen was thrown into the fire in many a kitchen — 
leaving no time for formal training. But that didn’t matter. He was 
already too busy doing his craft and refining his own flavors. 

“I have never been to culinary school. I was going to go at 
one point, 20 years ago, but I ended up raising my oldest son 
by myself instead. By the time I was able to go, I didn’t see a 
point in it. I felt I already new more than what most people 
learned in culinary school,” said Keen. “I was fortunate to learn 
from some very talented chefs, and also lucky to work for some 
lazy chefs — that let me take over their kitchen. Now I have over 
22 years experience in the industry.” 

After being promoted from pizza to upscale Italian dining in 
Chicago, life took Keen from the Midwest to continue his train-
ing in the warmer waters of Venice Beach, Florida. He began by 
cooking “basic Florida food” at a high volume, before working 
his way into fine dining for several different Florida country clubs 
over the course of seven years. 

“I struggled when I first moved to Florida, not liking any of the 
food. I didn't understand why all the seafood everywhere was 
fried. After a while, I started in fine dining and fell in love with it,” 
said Keen. “Later on I opened Element, a fine dining steak 
house in downtown Sarasota and was Chef De Cuisine in 2017, 
writing and executing the menus and training all staff. Most 
recently I was Chef De Cuisine at The Living Room in Dunedin, 
Florida — where I trained all staff and recreated the menus to 
reflect modern new American cuisine.” 

After a successful culinary career in Florida, Jordan and wife, 
Al, along with their young baby, were ready for a new adventure. 
While dreaming of his next professional step, Keen happened 
upon Price Tower’s “Wright Chef Competition.” Keen said he 
thrives on the thrill of competing and the chance to share his 
food with new people. So the contest not only seemed exciting, 
winning would provide a timely change for his family. 

“Winning the Wright Chef competition was an awesome 
experience. I had a lot of fun getting to know some of the other 
chefs, and although we haven’t been able to do much here yet, 
we’re still so thankful we are here,” said Keen. “Most people in 
the hospitality industry in Florida are out of work and many 
restaurants, unfortunately, won’t be able to reopen. Bartlesville 
has been great and everyone has been very nice and welcoming.  

Current restrictions on restaurants have only served to stir 
up the new Wright Chef’s culinary creativity. For the time being 
he’s been busy crafting a new “Curbside” menu for Copper 
Restaurant + Bar, reflecting more of a ‘fast-casual’ version of 
what his fare will be once Copper re-opens its dining room. 
Making everything fresh in-house, a few favorites include a vari-
ety of flavorful specialty tacos and pupas (Keen’s take on El 
Salvadorian street food). Another uniquely-tasty treat is the new 

“Crispy Pork Belly,” which showcases Keen’s passion for Japan-
ese and Korean food. 

“I am proud of the whole curbside menu and I am grateful 
that I’m still able to share my food with people in these times 
that many are out of work,” said Keen.  

“That being said, I can’t wait until we open and I am able to 
offer my dinner menu, which will bring the focus back to modern 
fine dining.” 

Keen says he also looks forward to finally experiencing all 
that Bartlesville and Oklahoma living have to offer his family. 

Food-lovers can pick-up and enjoy Wright Chef Jordan 
Keen’s curbside creations from Copper Restaurant + Bar 
Wednesday - Saturday, from 11 a.m. - 7 p.m., and Sundays 
from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Menus and ordering instructions are avail-
able online at pricetower.org or by calling 336-1000 ext. #5. 
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JOHNSTONE SARE BUILDING 
100 SW Frank Phillips Blvd 

Bartlesville 
918-333-8181

Hours:  
Monday - Friday 8:30 am - 5:30 pm 

Saturday 8:30 am - 12:00 pm 
Sun Closed

Mother’s Day 
is May 10

We will be open for curbside 
service beginning  

May 4  
to serve our valued customers!

Back in the 
Saddle Again!
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A full year of ambulance service  
for you and your family for one low  

payment of $78.00

Bartlesville Ambulance Provides: 
 • Coverage 24 Hours a day, 7 days a week 

 • Professionally trained Emergency Medical Technicians 
& Paramedics 

 • 2-Way Radio Communications with Police, Sheriff, and
many Hospitals in Oklahoma 

 • Local and Long Distance Transportation

BARTLESVILLE AMBULANCE 
P.O. BOX 1051 

BARTLESVILLE, OK 74005 
918-336-1111

Annual Membership Fee: 
$66.00 - Individual 
$78.00 - Household

1976-2020 44 Years of Service

Memberships will not be sold after May 31, 2020 ENROLL NOW!

 STUMPFF



During the summer of 1969, I found 
solace among the trees. I was a kid, 
playing baseball alone in our yard, 
framed with oaks in a gentle arc. I imag-
ined the trees as the outfield fence in St. 
Louis’ Busch Stadium as the evening 
shadows enhanced my fantasy.  

During the autumn of 1968, the 
Detroit Tigers beat my Cardinals in the 
World Series. It wasn’t until the summer 
of 1969 that I found justice, and lost my 
innocence.  

Game seven of the 1968 World 
Series motivated me to bring my tran-
sistor radio to Limestone School in 
hopes of listening to the game. I 
approached my 4th grade teacher, Mrs. 
Karbosky, who was famous for the say-
ing, “Class, I would like your undivided 
attention.” I was frozen with the fear of 
her belittling my banal desire to listen to 
a ball game, to “divide my attention” as 
it were. To my amazement she said yes, 
so Stan Baughn and I huddled in the 
back of the classroom listening to Harry 
Caray and Jack Buck call the game as 
Bob Gibson duelled Mickey Lolich. 
When the bell rang, dismissing us for 
the day, I sprinted two blocks to my 
home to watch the end of the game on 
television. The Cardinals lost and I 
walked out my front door and screamed, 

“I hate the Tigers!” Then I went back 
inside and cried. My heroes were not 
invincible. 

I sought redemption for that defeat 
by building a stadium where players 
came to play gravel baseball, emerging 
from the oaks like Shoeless Joe Jack-
son appearing out of a cornfield. That 
lineup of Cardinals spent the summer of 
1969 slugging gravel into the trees of 
our backyard using my wooden bat, a 
30″ Louisville Slugger autographed by 
Mickey Mantle and stamped by Hillerich 
and Bradsby. In this alternate universe, I 
envisioned an elaborate game of rock 
hitting with different tree levels providing 

a target for singles, doubles, triples, and 
home runs. My heroes, Lou Brock, Curt 
Flood, Roger Maris, and Orlando 
Cepeda never lost a game to the Tigers 
all summer. 

After a summer of gravel baseball, 
deep within the gathering dusk, the 
head of the bat flew into the trees as the 
bat barrel could stand no more abuse, 
chiselled by the pounding of limestone 
aggregate deep into the trees. Before 
that final swing of my Louisville Slugger, 
it looked like a beaver had taken a bite 
from the meat of the bat head. Worn to 
a precarious sliver, it was gone. I always 
knew my bat from the summer of 1969 
would die and things would never be the 
same again. Backyard games fade to 
oblivion — as do our heroes — but our 
memories live on. 

Later that summer, I sat with my dad 
at Busch Stadium in St. Louis watching 
a ball game. I asked my dad, “Can I go 
get a hot dog?” Remarkably, he let me 
go alone. We lived in a safer world then, 
or perhaps we were simply oblivious 
kids pedalling bikes without helmets, 
trailing a fog of DDT, safe in the assur-

ance that a saccharine-laced Fresca 
washing down a nitrite-infused hot dog 
was healthy. I felt safe, until a street-
smart kid stole my five dollars and my 
innocence.  

I approached the concession stand 
and a grizzled St. Louis concessionaire 
said, “Stick that five dollar bill in your 
pocket and quit waving it around!” I felt 
the currency leave my hand, whereupon 
I turned to stare in disbelief at a boy run-
ning up the ramp with my five bucks 
clenched in his fist.  

Somewhere out there a man about 
my age owes me five bucks. We share 
the same world and a five dollar bill and 
I hope he’s stopped running. If I ever see 
him, I’ll thank him. Not for stealing my 
five bucks, but for making me under-
stand folks have passions and needs I 
can’t understand. Boys who haven’t 
found their wooden bat and a pile of 
gravel inside a leafy stadium. A place 
where you are no longer a boy, you are 
a hero, and you hit until your hands are 
blistered and your bat breaks in half and 
soars deep into the woods.

Backyard Games & Lessons Learned
The World Series, Cardinals & Summer of ‘69
by Brent Taylor
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A FRESH PERSPECTIVE
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General Home Repairs 

Hard Surface Flooring 

Finish Carpentry 

Drywall Repairs and Texturing 

Interior and Exterior Painting

918-332-5686  
pratherrepairs@gmail.com 

We can be found on Facebook and Instagram  

Before

After

WHAT WE DO:



Striving for Quality
Turn to Prather Repairs for Home Renovation Projects
by Kelsey Walker

For your next home renovation project, let a professional han-
dle the labor and take the worries away. Prather Repairs of 
Bartlesville will strive for quality, safety, and customer satisfaction. 

Owned by Cole Prather, the business offers repairs and ren-
ovations including hard surface flooring, interior and exterior 
painting, kitchen renovations, bathroom renovations, and small 
interior and exterior home repairs. 

“We strive for quality in everything we do, and we want the 
client to be satisfied with the project, whether it is small or large,” 
Prather said. “We also work to provide a clean and safe jobsite 
by utilizing newer tools for dust extraction, safety gear, and also 
by keeping up with all local and state guidelines. We try to go 
above and beyond for all clients.” 

Prather, 26, started his home repair business in May 2016, 
but the first step in branching out on his own was a long time 
coming. Raised in Bartlesville, Prather volunteered at On the 
Rock Ministries for a number of years and was on staff for a few 
years as an AmeriCorps member. His duties at the Rock con-
sisted of working with skaters, helping with after-school 
programs, and cleaning the original building. 

Prather had grown up around the family trades of painting, 
flooring, and carpentry. But he also gained valuable hands-on 
experience during the construction of The Rock’s ever-expand-
ing campus, and was able to meet and interact with local 
contractors, builders, architects, and skate park builders from 
out of state. 

“It ended up turning into a large and wonderful campus that I 
got to see transform from unsafe, awful, dingy, dirty buildings,” 
he recalled. “The director saw something in me, a young 14-
year-old rollerblader, and decided to allow me a chance to 
volunteer. During my time there, I feel like he was so hard on me, 
but really he was training me and I just didn’t know what for. I 
got to see the ugly process behind what it really takes to do a 
project, and I was also taught to press on.” 

Cole met his wife, Destiny, when the two were just teenagers 
at a fundraiser dinner hosted in Bartlesville. Both were waiting 
tables at the event and their first interaction was when Destiny 
spilled ice and asked Cole if he could help her clean it up. They 
started dating just over a year later. Now married for nearly 
seven years, Cole and Destiny have two children, Carston, 5, 
and Amiya, 2 this month. 

As Cole grew older, he wanted — needed — to make a life 
for the family he was creating. He knew he wanted to serve oth-
ers, to use his hands and brain to work, and to see finished 
projects. And, he thought, who better to help than those in his 
community?  

So he started out, working on project for people he knew 
that included painting, staining decks, mowing yards, laying 
flooring, and other miscellaneous home repairs. Through his first 
year in business, and in the years that followed, Prather spent 
time learning from others who had perfected their trades over 
many years, so that he could further develop his own skills. 

Destiny pitched in, handling bookkeeping and assisting with 
quotes, customer emails, and even lending a hand on the vari-
ous jobsites. 

“She is so sweet and is most definitely my best half,” Prather 
said. “The work she does for our family and our company is so 
appreciated!” 

The mission of Prather Repairs is to provide a service that 
enhances the lives of clients through improving their homes and 
making their home renovation dreams a reality. Cole and his 
team work to uphold this mission by putting the client first and 
striving to ensure every project is clean, safe, and meets the 
quality expected from clients — and Cole himself.  

“I’m forever grateful to the people who pushed me as a young 
man so I could have what I needed for this journey of owning a 
business,” Prather said. “I get to serve everyday and it gives me 
such joy.” 

For more information about Prather Repairs, find them on 
Facebook or call 918-332-5686. 
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BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT



On May 6, 2017, during a special ceremony on the opening 
day of the Nowata County Historical Society Museum, the 
Nowata Newton Martin McKellar American Legion Post 101 
made a dream come true. The American Legion post dedicated 
the Freedom is Not Free exhibit as an official Battlefield Memorial 
for the state of Oklahoma to all the men and women of Nowata 
County who died in service to our country. Not only is the exhibit 
dedicated to those who died, but it also recognizes the contribu-
tions of the many women and men from Nowata County that 
have made sacrifices for our country since before the Civil War. 

There are three main exhibit areas in a temple-like setting, 
with a domed ceiling, a small chandelier, and columns that help 
to instill a feeling of reverence for the heroic — as well as every-
day — actions that our service people have endured. Situated in 
the center of the temple is a symbol of a fallen soldier, with hel-
met, rifle, dog tags, and pair of boots. Wreaths are placed here 
at special times of the year and a book is available for visitors to 
leave messages and comments to our veterans. An American 
Flag and a Prisoner of War flag stand as sentinels at the entrance 
to the exhibit. 

 A handmade flag, over eight feet long and five feet wide, 
serves as a backdrop and honors the fallen from WWI with gold 
stars. Blue stars represent others from the county serving in that 
conflict. There are cannon balls from the Civil War, gas masks 
worn to protect against mustard gas, mess kits, armaments, and 
uniforms, as well as photos of individuals. One famous person 
from that period is Admiral Jocko Clark, from Old Alluwe, who 
later led the search for missing aviatrix Amelia Earhart. One arti-
fact that always gets attention is a prosthetic leg fashioned by 
hand from wood, rubber tires, and an old leather belt. This is one 
of the realities of battle. 

Walls hold photos of many of our heroes,  designated by serv-
ice eras, and the section between WWII and recent conflicts is 
further divided into family groups, showing the impact conflict 
has not only on one person, but 
an entire family. There are photos 
of fathers and sons, brothers and 
uncles, cousins, men, and 
women. 

The Wolverton family, for 
example, had one serving as an 
admiral and another serving as 
captain in the Navy during WWII, 
both at the helm of battleships. 
The Korean and Vietnam con-
flicts saw the Wesson family 
have all five brothers in service 
(they all came home). The Bar-

rowman family had father and son serving in two different con-
flicts, Vietnam and the more recent hostile actions. The Gibsons, 
Turners, Clingans, Owen twins and their foster cousins are just a 
few of the many families that made sacrifices. 

The section dedicated to the War to End All Wars, WWII, high-
lights uniforms, heroes that were captured and suffered as 
prisoners of war such as Joseph Hindman, journals written by 
servicemen to their families (Glenn C. Moore, pilot of a P-47D 
Thunderbolt, wrote  Dear Mom and Dad and came home to 
become superintendent of Nowata Schools), Life Magazines, Red 
Cross uniforms, the Purple Heart and Air Medal awarded to Sgt. 
Bennie Ballard on Oct. 28, 1944, and a host of other items that 
servicemen and women would have used at that time. Man-
nequins wear uniforms representing the different branches of our 
military. The third section is a combination of the more recent 
conflicts up to today, with photos of two heroes that gave their 
lives for our county and freedom. These are Spec 4 Jimmy Rae 
Callison and Staff Sgt. Kenneth Berry, both killed in action in Viet-
nam. A narrative film from National Geographic, Gun Trucks of 
Vietnam shows the firefight that took the life of Spec 4, Jimmy 
Rae Callison.  

One of the ongoing projects for this exhibit is the collection of 
as much information as can be 
acquired about all the service 
people of Nowata County. One 
board member, Nita Wesson, 
has undertaken the task of find-
ing, recording, and providing a 
photo, if possible, of all of them. 
The information is put into 
binders that any visitor can enjoy. 
The Historical Society is contin-
ually looking for more names and 
information to add. If you wish to 
contribute, bring the information 
in and it can be scanned with the 
originals returned.

Freedom Is Not Free
Exhibit at Nowata Museum an Official Battlefield Memorial
by Carroll Craun
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KNOWING NOWATA



NEW, MODERN 
AUTO-BUYING 

EXPERIENCE
• New Hyundai service drive  
   heated and air conditioned 

• New Hyundai waiting room 

• New state-of-the-art 
   Hyundai showroom and offices 

• Interactive touch-screen  
   Hyundai brochure 

• All new lot lighting

2001 SE Washington Blvd, Bartlesville  |  www.GoPatriotAuto.com 
Sales: 918-608-9092  |  Service: 918-608-9117

STILL OPEN TO SERVE YOU



Score your

If you’re looking for a new home for you and your basketball 
star, let Truity Credit Union’s experts help you with your loan. 

 ▸ Conventional Mortgages 
 Construction Loans
 ▸ Home Equity Loans and Lines of Credit

Find the home loan option that’s right for you today! 
Come in or apply online at TruityCU.org/HomeLoans.

DREAM HOME
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