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uPfrOnt

I cannot believe I am writing the August 
Upfront ... this summer has just flown by. We 
really love creating this magazine each 
month for our thousands of readers. Each 
issue has its own flare and magic, but 
Christy and I are especially excited about 
this “Back to School” issue! We brought 
back the Col-Hi vs Sooner rivalry! It is our 
largest feature story and magazine we have 
printed. Ten pages and 4001 words for the 
feature story and 88 pages for this issue. 
And, oh, is it good. Again, Mike Wilt hit a 
gigantic home run on this feature story. He 
also wrote about the seven-OT basketball 
game that the Spartans and Wildcats played 
against each other. For years, it was the 
longest high school game played in Okla-
homa history. 

I moved here in 1985, so I don’t remem-
ber this rivalry. To be quite honest, it wasn’t 
really talked about by students or faculty. I 
am here to tell you that it is awesome to have 
this incredible history here. I’m going to keep 
saying this because it is so true ... we live in 
one of the most unique little cities in the US. 
In 1970, Bartlesville had a population of 
29,683, and we had two high schools. You 
just don’t see that anywhere. I am so proud 
of our history, and the people who helped 
shape what I believe is the “Greatest Little 
City in America.” 

We love our “Back to School” issue 
because this same time two years ago, I 
took over the cover design. I love wowing 
people with the end product, like this cover 
— with all the memorabilia shown here. My 
idea for the cover was for you, our readers, 
to keep looking at it, finding different items 
that represent the 15 years of history from 
these two great high schools. 

Christy and I literally spent two weeks 
gathering all these Wildcat and Spartan 
treasures. We want to thank Spence Rigdon 
for allowing us to take the Wildcat mask. 
What a treasure it was to hold that 70-year-
old mask! We also want to thank Bob Fraser, 
Marty Lowe, Beth Beard, Lisa Johnson, and 
our very good friend Shelley Greene Stewart 
& her mom Claudean Stotts for allowing us 
to use the late Charlie Greene’s Spartan let-
terman jacket, his helmet and jersey.  

We also started a new way to showcase 
our senior athletes by having a two-page 
spread with a small bio. This provides some-
thing the seniors and their parents can have 
and share with their own kids one day.  Every 
month we spend countless hours putting all 
these stories together and matching the writ-
ers with each of the stories. For Christy and 

I, we want to put together the best and most 
complete city magazine in the state. We 
believe we hit that mark each month 
because of readers like you. We thank you!  

We want to remind everyone to go 
support our athletes at their events this 
year. We have a new era in volleyball 
beginning, as Coach Jen Ward takes the 
helm. We also have a great story written by 
Beth Beard on our new head football 
coach, Jason Sport, who I really look for-
ward to getting to know. I love the way he 
is bringing our boys together. 

This school year, Christy and I have three 
left in school. We have Madi, who is a junior 
at the University of Arkansas; Parker will be 
a junior at BHS; and our little Gracie-girl will 
be an eighth grader at Central. I still shake 
my head at that.  

It is 11:45pm on July 23rd as I write this. 
For me, this day is one that forever changed 
my life, and I want to share a few words of 
the significance of this day. On this day 14 
years ago, Christy and I were married. We 
had been apart for over 17 years, and we 
brought our love story to the forefront. For 
me, it was a day that came full circle and 
shows me how you never give up on your 
dreams. Christy is simply the love of my life 
and my best friend. We have walked down 
many dark paths over the last 14 years, with 
my drug addiction, losing Tyler, and keeping 
our family together through it all. It has not 
been easy, but one thing I do know is that I 
am married to the most loving, caring, & 
compassionate woman in the world. I don’t 
know how long God will give us together, but 
what I do know is that we will not waste one 
day. We will  love each other with all we have 
and spread His good word of faith, hope and 
love! Go Bruins and God Bless!      
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a gOOd WOrd

Barely Getting a Leaf Out
Our Contribution to a Beautiful Tree May be a Single Leaf
by Brent Taylor

My friend Ralph once told me something in college that 
made me look at him with a tilted head, like a dog that’s 
been given kale. “Our generation got cheated out of a war,” 
he told me bemusedly. Once my head leveled back, I 
understood him to mean that the cheated part was the glory, 
the John Wayne and Sands of Iwo Jima stuff. Those of 
us who never served in combat often think 
just of the glory and flag-waving valor, 
dismissing the reality that we can 
never fully understand, the 
price paid for freedom.  

For instance, David 
Brooks wrote in the 
New York Times 

about 
victims 

of Post 
Traumatic 

Stress Disorder. 
“The victims of PTSD 
often feel morally tainted 

by their experiences, 
unable to recover 
confidence in their 
own goodness, 
trapped in a sort of 
spiritual solitary 
confinement, look-
ing back at the rest 

of the world from 
beyond the barrier of 

what happened.” 

This is difficult for me to 
comprehend, since I never 

fired a shot in combat. But, for 
many Americans who did engage in 

combat defending our nation — and who 
struggle to understand the value of what 
they have done — they are part of a tap-
estry of sacrifice that is bigger and more 
powerful than they can imagine. And 
sometimes from within the ashes and 
horror of war, a fresh story of hope rises.  

JRR Tolkien understood blood and guts and sacrifice. 
Tolkien was a soldier in World War I who became a writer, 
to a large degree, because of what he saw and felt and 
heard at the Battle of the Somme. His vivid imagination 

was greatly influenced by his experiences in battle. His 
book, Tree and Leaf, contains a story about a man who 
could barely get a leaf out. The author of The Lord of the 
Rings trilogy, wrote about a painter named Niggle, who 
spent his whole life trying to paint a very beautiful tree 
with snow-capped mountains and forests behind it. In 

spite of his efforts, when Niggle dies, he has finished 
painting only one leaf. 

Tolkien’s Tree and Leaf reminds me of the story about 
Vernon “Buck” Lewis, a long-time Bartlesville resident. 
Buck served during the Koren War in the Army, and he 
encountered  a North Korean soldier who had lined up a 
South Korean family with the  intent to execute them — 
including their children. Buck shot the North Korean sol-
dier and saved the family. Many years later, he was playing 
golf at Adams Golf Club in Bartlesville and he happened 
upon a couple of younger golfers. Since play was slow 
they decided to play together. Buck noticed one of the 
young men stealing glances at him, as if he knew him. 
After several holes the younger man looked the old soldier 
squarely in the eyes and said, “You saved my life, many 
years ago in Korea. I was a child then. You saved us. 
Thank you!” 

What happened to the painter in Tolkien’s story? Disap-
pointed that he only finished one leaf, he goes to his reward 
and sees something in the distance. As he approaches, he 
sees his beautiful tree with snow-capped mountains and 
forests behind it. This was the picture that he was trying to 
paint his entire life! 

Whether it’s everyday life or a bloody battlefield, we 
often find ourselves disappointed, discouraged, even disil-
lusioned, at how little we’re able to accomplish. We feel like 
there’s so much unfinished, so much still to do. Tolkien 
believed that our vision of what we want to accomplish is 
inspired by God, and that in the end, God can weave our 
leaf together with the leaves of others to create the beautiful 
tree. The one leaf that we paint goes together with the 
leaves that others paint to create a beautiful tree.  

Thanks to those artists and soldiers who have gone on 
before us, and to those who still paint from the palette of 
hope, longing for the beauty that lies beyond the horizon. 



Jane 
Sears
by Kelsey Walker

Jane Sears did not always plan 
to become a teacher, but quickly 
realized her calling to the field of 
education. 

She moved to Bartlesville with 
her family in 1970, when her mom 
was transferred with Phillips Petro-
leum from Los Angeles, California.  
Despite concerns that Bartlesville 
might resemble the Oklahoma she 
had read about in Dust-Bowl era 

“The Grapes of Wrath,” she was 
pleasantly surprised to find that her 
fellow students “were just regular 
kids.” Despite planning to someday 
head back to the beaches and 
mountains of California, she discov-
ered that Oklahoma was a good 
place to be. It didn’t hurt that she 
met husband-to-be Earl Sears soon 
after moving to Bartlesville. 

 “I was cruising up and down the 
road with my friend and we stopped 
at a parking lot, and [Earl and I] met,” 
she recalls. “We went out a few 
times, and then we didn’t start dat-
ing until we were in college. I 
graduated in May of 1975, and we 
were married that October.” 

As a teen, Jane had not planned 
to attend college, but she did dream 
of someday becoming a forest 
ranger or game ranger. Earl per-
suaded her to apply to Northeastern 
State University, so she did. Jane 
originally studied natural sciences to 
prepare for her dream job, before 
deciding the chances of a woman 
(at that time) being hired as a game 
ranger in Oklahoma were slim. She 
worked for a while at the Depart-
ment of Energy, but then noticed 
how different Earl’s teaching posi-
tion was from her current career. 

“I really liked hearing the stories 
of being around kids, and things 
being different every day,” she said. 
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She had not previously considered teaching, but it was not a 
matter of disliking school or the teachers she’d had over the years. 
Quite the opposite, she says. There were great influential teachers 
the entirety of her education that she adored, and who influenced 
her thoughts about learning and motivation to learn. One in partic-
ular was her American Literature teacher, Mrs. Ruth White, who 
nurtured her love for the classics. 

“Oh, she was a great teacher,” Sears says. “I’m probably one of 
the few people that really liked ‘The Scarlet Letter,’ because she 
certainly made it interesting!” 

So she changed course, going back to NSU and picking up her 
education courses, completing her student teaching requirements. 

Earl and Jane made their home in Bartlesville in the same 
neighborhood that Earl had called home since his birth. He 
taught at Central Middle School, while Jane started her first year 
of teaching at Madison Middle School, in 1977. Earl served 32 
years at Central as a teacher and later as principal, before even-
tually representing Bartlesville in the Oklahoma House of 
Representatives for 12 years. Their common career in, and call-
ing to, education created a stronger bond between them. 

“We supported each other as far as the difficulties you might 
be going through — a difficult student, or parent,” she said. “The 
other person certainly understood it, and could provide the sup-
port or be an encouragement when you needed it.” 

Jane taught seventh-grade science for seven years, intent 
on offering her students as much hands-on experience as she 
could to pique their interest. She recalls fondly those moments 
when students would discover something for themselves and 
have a sort of “aha” moment. A guaranteed fun activity was 
when students would use the microscope for the first time and 
focus on something through the lens for the first time. 

“Their excitement was really rewarding,” she said. 

She spent her final year at Madison serving as a counselor, 
then spent 19 years at Bartlesville High School, first as a coun-
selor, then as assistant principal and finally principal. Serving 
students as they reached the end of their high school education 
was both challenging and rewarding. It was fun, she said, to see 
new doors open for kids as they were leaving high school. But it 
was also a struggle, in that there were kids who were in difficult 
or at-risk situations, just trying to hang on so they could at least 
have a diploma. She spent the most time with kids who were 
struggling academically, socially or emotionally. Every so often, 
one of those kids comes back and thanks Sears for her impact. 

“I had a student in 7th grade science … when I was at the 
high school, who had gotten involved in drugs,” she said. “I 
talked to him on a very regular basis. Several years later, he 
came back and he said, ‘It was you, who talked to me all the 
time, that made me quit using drugs.’ 

“It’s things like that.” 

She served at BHS until 2005, when she decided to pursue 
another passion — culinary arts — at Tri County Tech, while 
working part-time as a counselor at Central Middle School. But 
she discovered that becoming a chef was hard work. 

“If I was going to work that hard, I’d rather work with kids than 
work with food,” she said. “Food needed to be a hobby, and 
kids were more of a calling.” 

She spent three years at Central Middle School before retir-
ing — again — but it didn’t last long. She soon decided she just 
really liked to work. 

“Why did I decide I was going to retire?” she laughs. 

From there, she served as principal of St. John Catholic 
School from 2008 to 2013. She retired briefly again, before 
returning to Central to work as a counselor once more, and offi-
cially retiring in 2018 to spend more time with her two children 
and three grandchildren. 

She serves as a board member for Lowe Family Young 
Scholars, where she has been a mentor since the organization 
was founded in 2006. The nonprofit aims to assist academically 
promising students in need of financial assistance in the 
Bartlesville Public School System in earning a college degree. 
Students are matched with a volunteer mentor, who works with 
them regarding educational success, future opportunities, goal 
setting, and career planning. 

 “Who wouldn’t jump at an opportunity to be associated with 
a young person … and help them take advantage of what’s 
being offered; something so important as a college education,” 
she said. “I want to be a part of that.” 

Sears encourages anyone interested in mentoring to contact 
LFYS at 918-766-6675 or online at www.loweyoungscholar.org. 

She also encourages students to take a second look at the 
education field, despite it being a hard job with a salary not as 
high as other occupations. The personal value, she says, makes 
up for it. 

“If people are looking for a job that really is meaningful and 
really does make a difference, and you want a job that makes a 
difference for society, then education is that job,” she said. “We 
really need good teachers. A good teacher is what makes a dif-
ference in a student’s life.” 

Jane & Earl Sears with daughter Hollye Sears Hunt & son Ryan Sears.
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Oklahoma’s Singing Ambassador
Dr. Dale Smith Touched the Lives of Many Local Students
by Debbie Neece, Bartlesville Area History Museum

Born in Picher, Oklahoma in 
1930, Dale Smith’s father worked 
as a zinc miner. His mother’s roots 
were in Missouri where her family 
made stringed musical instruments, 
which were peddled at gospel tent 
gatherings. From her musical back-
ground, Dale’s mother taught him 
to play the guitar and mandolin and 
introduced him to the sound of 
music … gospel music.      

He graduated Picher High 
School and attended NEO College 
in Miami before enlisting in the U.S. 
Air Force during the Korean War 
from 1951-1953. During that time, 
he was accepted into the Officer 
Candidate School where he was a 
member of the Men’s Glee Club and 
received a commission as second 
lieutenant. After the war, he entered 
into the Air Force Reserve, later 
retiring with the rank of Major.  

He then attended the University 
of Illinois where he obtained his 
Bachelors (1957) and Masters 
(1959) in Music Education, was the 
President of the University Choir 
and lettered three years on the Uni-
versity’s golf team.  

Armed with an impressive resume, 
Dr. Dale accepted the position of 
Vocal Director at College High School 
in 1959 where he touched the lives of 
many Col-Hi Wildcats during 
his tenure. Educators have 
the ability to make a signifi-
cant difference in the forever 
of their students. Rita Thur-
man Barnes, who was in the 
1962 Col-Hi choir said, 

“What ‘struck’ his students 
was the smile that literally 
ran ear to ear and that head 
full of gorgeous hair which 

he still has today. He could be 
demanding; he could be funny; he 
could be a taskmaster; he was in fact 
all those things and more. The ‘more’ 
part is where the lessons learned at 
his feet have stayed with me and 
thousands of his former students and 
protégés. Dr. Dale was never 
ashamed of his faith and it shone 
through his teaching vocation.”  

But Dr. Dale was still climbing to 
the top. He accepted the position of 
Assistant Principal at Sooner High 

School from 1966-1973. Then he 
served as Sooner High School’s 
Principal from Fall 1973 to Spring 
1978, while working to obtain his 
doctorate degree in education from 
Tulsa University. 

A Principal sets the tone for the 
student body. It takes friendship, 
personality and respect. “Respect to 
receive respect,” Smith said. With an 
absenteeism of 18%, Dr. Dale went 
to work to steer the student body 
towards a new path. He said, “We 

are all going to come to 
school and be with our 
friends ALL DAY, and while 
we are here we will do some 
work. I want our school to 
be a place where kids WANT 
to be instead of a place 
where you DON’T WANT TO 
BE.” In just two years, the 
absenteeism rate dropped 
to 2%.  

“Dale Smith could always see the best in people, 
see their promise, their potential, their gifts.” 

— Mary Willis, 1975 Sooner graduate, who 
became the Associate Professor of Music at 

Texas College in Tyler, Texas 
 

“I was constantly in trouble. Dale Smith believed in 
me. He made all the difference in the world.” 

— Dan Thornbury, 1976 Sooner graduate and 
husband of Mary Willis
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In 1978, Dr. 
Dale took a 
slight career 
turn as he 
became the 
human 
resources 
director for the 
First National 
Bank while his 
vision was in 
the oven. As part of the Diamond 
Jubilee program celebrating Okla-
homa’s 75th birthday (1981), 

“Oklahoma Kids” became a reality 
and by Senate Resolution, Dr. Dale 
was named “Oklahoma’s Singing 
Ambassador” for his Diamond 
Jubilee theme song, “You’re Doin’ 
Fine Oklahoma.” 

Mark Twain once said, “Find a job 
you enjoy and you will never work a 
day in your life.” Well, Dr. Dale 
walked away from “work” to follow a 
dream and help fulfill the dreams of 
others.  

By 1985, he had established 
“American Kids” children’s programs 
in Texas, Kansas, Arkansas, Missouri, 
Louisiana, Iowa and Illinois; a pro-
gram recognized as “a big league of 

little entertain-
ers” with the 
goal of giving 
young people 
the platform of 
encouragement 
to blossom into 
world-class 
performers.  
Now headquar-
tered in 

Branson, the American Kids perform 
more than 300 shows annually and 
have performed at Silver Dollar City 
10 straight summers.  

Dr. Dale is still an Okie at heart. 
He has used his skills as a song-
writer and performer to create a 
musical history of Oklahoma when 
he created “Oklahoma’s Will” to 
commemorate Will Rogers’ 100th 
birthday, “The Will and The Wind” an 
Oklahoma Dust Bowl tribute, and his 
song “Oklahoma Wind” was named 
Oklahoma’s official waltz by Senate 
Resolution No. 42. 

For some people, reaching 
retirement brings visions of 
long sleeps and a fishing 
pole or golf club. Don’t 
get me wrong, Dr. 
Dale spends time on 
the golf course; after 
all, remember he let-
tered on his college 
golf team. However, at 
the age of 89, his Ameri-
can Kids vision continues.  

When the Sooner Class of 1973 
installed their “Sparty” Buffalo at 
Sooner Park in 2014, Dr. Dale arrived 
to deliver a little heckling to Bill 
Beirschmidt and lead the kazoo 
playing audience in singing the 
Sooner Fight song and our Alma 
Mater which he wrote for Sooner 
students while he was Principal. And, 
when the Sooner Class of 1974 
unveiled their “mini Spartan,” Dr. 
Dale returned to Bartlesville for their 
ceremony as well.  

Dr. Dale said, “When we look 
back upon our years in school, we 

don’t look so much upon 
what we did, but in how 

we felt being there.” 
Thank you Dr. Dale 
Smith for helping 
create 19 years of 
school memories 
while bringing pos-
itivity to our student 

bodies and sporting 
events – long live the 

Sooner High Spartans 
and the College High Wildcats.

Dr. Dale Smith in 1973, when he served as 
Sooner Highs principal.

“[I remember Dale Smith] visiting 
Noel Kaiser’s choir class with guitar 
in hand, he was always cheerful 
and happy. I followed his American 
Kids talent organization as they 
traveled from town to town doing 
talent show auditions and ran into 
him in Enid one year. He was his 
usual cheerful happy sparky self.” 
— Lori King, 1973 Sooner graduate

Dr. Dale Smith’s American Kids 
began in Oklahoma as a non-
profit, volunteer staffed, 
organization whose alumni has 
included Blake Shelton, Carrie 
Underwood, Kristin Chenoweth, 
Kata Hay and Alaska and Madi of 

“The Voice,” and Darci Lynn, 
“America’s Got Talent” winner.  

Now You Know*

Did You Know?
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In 2006, Barry and Karen Lowe 
established the Lowe Family Young 
Scholars to help expand future educa-
tional possibilities for economically 
disadvantaged students. One way they 
do this is by partnering with Big Broth-
ers Big Sisters of Oklahoma to match a 
mentor with one of these students. 
LFYS also partners with Rogers State 
University, Oklahoma State University, 
and Oklahoma Wesleyan University. 

Recently, I had the privilege of visit-
ing with one of the first mentor/mentee 
pairs, who have a fascinating story. 
Cindy Dronyk is an extraordinary volun-
teer and educator. A former math 
teacher, she is passionate about peo-
ple from all walks of life receiving a 
good education. Shortly after LFYS 
started, Cindy was paired with a young 
student attending Jane Phillips Ele-
mentary, Miracle Morgan, now Payne.  

Cindy and Miracle connected from 
the beginning. They have become part 

of each other’s families. In fact, Miracle 
has traveled to visit Cindy’s daughter. 
Miracle told me she feels very lucky to 
have three mothers in her life; her mom, 
Cindy, and now her mother-in-law. 
Cindy and Miracle’s mom collaborated 
together to help keep Miracle on track 
to attend school. Cindy always wanted 
to be there for Miracle, as her mom had 
her hands full raising other children, a 
grandchild, and working full time. 

Cindy always had high expecta-
tions, as if Miracle was her own 
daughter. Cindy continued to mentor 
her through college. She was deter-
mined that Miracle would graduate 
from college and be a successful adult. 
Miracle has now graduated, is married, 
has a successful job, and is working 
on her master’s degree.  

Cindy said that Miracle had the 
desire and ambition to make it, and 
Miracle told of how Cindy gave her 
choices and helped her plan, which 
helped a lot in school. Miracle is very 
proud of the fact that she has a planner 
and is organized now.  

When Miracle was asked her 
favorite thing to do with Cindy, she said, 

“Just doing anything together is a happy 

experience, like baking, cooking, help-
ing with homework, or just hanging 
with Cindy’s family.” Miracle has 
always known she could talk to Cindy, 
no matter how hard school and life was. 

“Mentors are very important for 
LFYS,” said Michael Secora, Executive 
Director for LFYS. He also said that 
LFYS partners with several organiza-
tions, including Dr. Unruh, who 
provides braces for up to two students 
each year — Miracle was one of those 
students. Michael went on to tell me 
the organization needs to raise money 
to help support students academically, 
mentor support activities, and for stu-
dents to explore different careers. They 
have had nine college graduates, with 
several working on their masters. If you 
would like to be a mentor, contact 
loweyoungscholar@aol.com. 

Because of Miracle’s experiences, 
she wants to volunteer with programs 
through LFYS and to mentor some-
one —  much like Cindy did for her. 

When I commented on how fun it 
was to see Cindy and Miracle interact 
with each other, Miracle responded, 

“How can you not be close to someone 
who wants to help you?”  

Lowe Family Young Scholars
Program Offers Mentoring & Scholarship Opportunities
by Kay Little, Little History Adventures

Cindy and Miracle at Mentors Day in Oklahoma City.

Cindy & Miracle at the beginning of their 
mentor/mentee relationship.
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State of the Schools
by BPSD Superintendent Chuck McCauley

Bartlesville Public Schools 
has some new and exciting 
projects for the 2019-2020 
school year. 

The Student Computing 
Initiative rollout continues 
with middle school students 
being checked out take-
home Chromebooks during 
school registration in August. 
Then all students in grades 6-
12 will have their own device 
for modern digital assign-
ments, instruction, and 
electronic textbooks. Stu-
dents have given us rave 
reviews on Canvas, the digi-
tal learning service used with 
the Chromebooks, and 
teachers are collaborating in 
building new digital lessons 
with it. This year we’ll expand 
from two to six or more 
Chromebook carts at each 
elementary school, with students able to quickly access 
a wide variety of online services for individualized 
instruction. 

The high school and both middle schools have been 
named Distinguished Schools for their Project Lead the 
Way STEM programs. The district STEM program contin-
ues to expand across the elementary grades, thanks to 
the support of the Bartlesville Public Schools Foundation 
and other community partners. Engineering modules will 
be implemented in all kindergarten through fifth grade 
classrooms, joining existing computer science and bio-
medical modules tailored to our youngest students. We 
will now offer complete computer science and engineer-
ing pathways from kindergarten through graduation. 

We are excited to finally join the state’s other 6A 
school districts in providing agriculture education. In 
2019-20, a certified agriculture teacher will offer an intro-
ductory class at both middle schools and an Introduction 
to Agriscience course at the high school. An August 13 
bond issue would fund building an agriculture classroom 
and shop on the high school campus, near the indoor 
practice facility. This would not be an animal barn, but 

would provide space and 
equipment for students to 
develop their hands-on skills, 
along with the program’s aca-
demic components. 

Schools across our state 
are working to find ways to 
help students whose difficul-
ties at school reflect adverse 
childhood experiences. A 
new elementary alternative 
program called ATLAS (for 
Academic Therapeutic 
Learning Alternative Setting) 
will launch in August. It will 
serve 24 elementary school 
students who have been 
severely impacted by such 
events, providing a therapeu-
tic learning environment 
designed to meet their emo-
tional and academic needs. 
We expect improved atten-
dance rates, more students 

who can satisfy the state’s Third Grade Reading require-
ments, and an eventual improvement in the high school 
dropout rate. A dozen early childhood students will be 
served for half the day and a dozen older elementary 
students the other half of the day, all by a full-time mas-
ter teacher and teaching assistant. A partnership with 
Grand Lake Mental Health will also provide a behavior 
health coach and a certified mental health therapist for 
the students. 

Over the summer, facility improvements include inte-
rior painting projects at each school, exterior painting 
at the high school, some HVAC work at Hoover and 
Wilson, a renovated special education classroom at 
Madison Middle School, and parking lot repainting 
across the district. 

The high school will be moving to a closed campus 
for lunch, so the kitchen and serving areas have been 
reworked and furnishings added to provide tasty hot 
lunches for all students. There will also be a coffee bar 
off the main building foyer for students and staff to enjoy. 

We’re looking forward to another great year serving the 
students and parents of our community. GO BRUINS! 



Platinum Cigar Company provides a unique lounge atmosphere to  
ever-growing downtown Bartlesville.  A well-stocked humidor and bar  

with a casual atmosphere to relax and enjoy your day or night.

314 S. Johnstone Avenue, Bartlesville, OK  74003
Tue - Thu  Noon - 10 pm  |  Fri & Sat  Noon - 12 am

918-397-3099
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For 15 Years, From 1967 until 1982, Bartlesville’s Two High     
by Mike Wilt

What started 52 years ago and ended 37 years ago still 
lives in the hearts and minds of many current and former 
Bartlesville citizens. Today, many locals are unaware that 
for a 15-year period the town had two high schools: Col-
lege High and Sooner High. From 1967 to 1982, there was 
a palpable crosstown rivalry that seeped into sports, aca-
demics, and fine arts as well as the more substantive areas 
of dating, dances, and new cars. It was a gilded age of 
authentic, fervent emotions that permeated the two 
schools and the one town.  

A Brief History 
The large, white, Streamline Art Deco-style building at 

1700 Hillcrest Drive that today is known as Bartlesville High 
School was constructed in 1939. Its official name then was 
Bartlesville Senior High School and Junior College, and from 
1940 to 1950 it served juniors, seniors, and junior college 
students. Eventually, the junior college closed. Nonetheless, 
the school became known as College High School (or Col-
Hi) in 1953. The school colors were black and gold, and the 
mascot was the Wildcat, reverent references to the city’s 
petroleum industry.  

The baby boom caused cramped conditions at Col-Hi 
with almost 2,000 students on campus by 1964-65. That 
led to the building and opening of Sooner High School in 
1966 at 5900 Baylor Drive just south of Sooner Park and 
east of Madison Boulevard. However, it took three elec-
tions before voters approved the new school. At just under 
135,000 square feet, the facility opened in 1966-67 with 
grades 10 and 11, going to grades 10-12 in the 1967-68 
school year. The mascot: Spartans. School colors: Kelly 
green and old gold. 

A Rivalry is Born 
Intense. That is the word used by most everyone familiar 

with the crosstown rivalry between Sooner and College High. 
And it was intense from the very beginning.  

“It was only natural,” said Washington County Commis-
sioner Mike Dunlap (Sooner ‘71). “We were divided by the 
Caney River and then there was the existing rivalry between 
Central and Madison middle schools.”  

Another factor contributed to the friction. Sooner was in 
the “new” part of town. Residential development resulted in 
families moving into the neighborhoods that surrounded the 

Col-HiCol-Hi
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       Schools Shared an Intense Crosstown Rivalry

school. Not surprisingly, many of the families were headed 
by moms and dads who worked for Phillips Petroleum 
Company. This produced a rather 
consistent demographic. 

“We were quite homogeneous,” 
laughed local realtor Kim (Cook) 
Kayser (Sooner ‘72). “And back in 
those days, you were judged by what 
your daddy did.”  

On the other end of the spectrum 
was Col-Hi. 

“We were a veritable melting pot,” 
said former district attorney Rick 
Esser (Col-Hi ’70). “We were a mix of 
every demographic group you can 
name – white, black, rich, poor, mid-
dle class – we had it all.”  

There was the normal strife that 
comes with the daily interaction of 
teenagers. Otherwise, Col-Hi school 
life was calm.  

“You have to remember that there were a lot of neighbor-
hood elementary schools,” said Esser. “We had such a mix 

from an early age that we pretty 
much figured out how to get along 
by the time we all reached high 
school.”  

The stark demographic differ-
ences led Col-Hi students to refer to 
Sooner students as “tea-sippers.” It 
was not a term of endearment, and it 
would not be the only nickname 
handed out by the Wildcats.   

Then there was the ongoing effort 
by officials at both schools to keep 
everything as equal as possible.  

“If something was happening at 
Sooner people began asking about 
Col-Hi, and if something was hap-
pening at Col-Hi people began 
asking about Sooner,” laughed Bill 

Sooner HighSooner High
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Beierschmitt, a Sooner teacher, coach, and principal 
through the 1970s and early 1980s.  

Dunlap recalled how the air conditioning at Sooner was 
not turned on because Col-Hi didn’t have air conditioning.  

“That’s just the way it was.”  

It was an ongoing balancing act. Sooner was newer, but 
Col-Hi was larger. Col-Hi was renowned for its rigorous aca-
demics while Sooner was recognized for an outstanding fine 
arts program led by Noel Kaiser (choir) and Mort Cuplin 
(band).  

“We were exceptional,” said Kayser who sang soprano in 
the choir and played clarinet in the band. “We mopped up,” 
she chuckled.  

Even proud Col-Hi folks had to admit that Sooner school 
musicals and other productions were much-anticipated 
community events.  

Keeping things equal even extended to the many 
parades held throughout the year.  

“The bands always took turns leading the parade,” said 
Donna (Holland) Copeland (Sooner ’71) who played flute for 
the Spartans marching band. “When we weren’t leading the 
parade, we were marching at the end of the parade…behind 
the horses,” she laughed. “True story.”  

Col-Hi trumpet player Esser confirmed it.  

“Ah, yes…the horses,” he grinned.  

Football  
 The Sooner vs. Col-Hi rivalry was omnipresent in every 

sport for both boys and girls, but it mainly manifested in 
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football. Leading up to the big game every year, students at 
each school would construct large replicas of the other’s 
mascot…and then set them on fire.  

 The Wildcats definitely had the upper hand in football 
winning all but two games. That did not seem to lessen the 
rivalry between the “Green Wienies” and “Col-Who?”  

 “It was the biggest thing of the year, hands down,” said 
local dentist Dr. Steve 
Beard (Sooner ’81) who 
played center and line-
backer. He holds the 
distinction of scoring 
the last touchdown for 
the Spartans after 
recovering a fumble. 
Col-Hi won 20-10.  

 In the second year 
of the two schools, 
Sooner beat Col-Hi 20-
14 in 1968. The next 
win for the Spartans 
didn’t come until 1979. 

Therefore, the black and gold dominated the green and gold 
when it came to the gridiron.  

 “It was a lot of fun,” said Dr. Chuck Holland (Col-Hi 
’75) who played running back for the Wildcats. “There 
may have been a little trash talking, but the games were 
always clean.”  

 That could not be said for off-the-field activities in the 
later years of the two-school era.  

 “It seemed like things escalated each year,” said Dennis 
Pannell, who became Col-Hi’s principal in 1975-76, and was 
the first principal for what became Bartlesville High School. 

“It started with alternating incidents of theft, graffiti, and mild 
vandalism, but it got a little more serious toward the end.” 

 Pannell politely declined to be specific, but he did con-
firm that many area grocery stores refused to sell eggs to 
anyone under the age of 18. However, that didn’t stop stu-
dents from getting their hands on a few dozen and 
launching the poultry-produced projectiles at each other 
and their cars.  

 “There was an unwritten rule that you only threw eggs 
at a car that had people in it,” said David Oakley Jr. (Col-Hi 
’79), a recently retired owner of a three-generation, family-
run car dealership. “That way, the people in the car could 
clean it before the eggs caused any real damage.”  

 Students with eggs in their cars who were caught by 
police were typically handed over to their respective school 
principal. If athletes were involved, the principals handed 
them off to the coaches who imposed some rather lengthy 
and grueling physical exercise.  

 “At the start, the mayhem only lasted from Thursday 
night to after the game on Friday night,” Pannell said. “But 
it eventually grew into the worst week of the year. We had 
no idea what might happen.”  

 School officials were limited in invoking their authority 
since much of the mischief occurred after school hours and 
off school property.  Dr. Steve Beard shown here scoring the last touchdown for the  

Spartans against Col-Hi.
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 The year prior to consolidation, athletic contests 
between the two schools were held for every sport except 
football. School officials feared that the intensifying off-the-
field incidents might reach a dangerous crescendo with 
students knowing it would be the final Sooner vs. Col-Hi 
game ever played. The game scheduled for the fall of 1981 
was cancelled.  

Basketball  
 Wrestling, swimming, track, tennis, golf, and baseball 

also had spirited rivalries. In fact, Sooner and Col-Hi played 
each other in the finals of the 1980 state baseball champi-
onship. Coached by Jerome Gibson, Col-Hi defeated 
Sooner to win the title 11-1. That same year, the Sooner girls 
softball team won a state title.  

 But placing a close second to football in the scrappy 
series was basketball. The tone was set early when the 
Spartans and Wildcats split their two-game series in 1967-
68 and again in 1968-69.  

 “When the ball went up, it got intense,” said Bob 
Pritchard (Col-Hi ’71), a 6’6” three-year starter who went on 

to be a standout at the University of Oklahoma. “There was 
a lot of talkin’, but the competition never got dirty.”  

 Rick Johnson (Sooner ’78), a 6’5” center for the Spar-
tans, agreed.  

 “It was the real deal. After tip-off, it was definitely game 
on.”  

 The two teams annually played a home-and-home 
series, and both gymnasiums were always loaded and loud.  

Members of the Col-High Wildcats basketball team.
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 “The referees had to clear a spot for us to take the ball 
out of bounds because the stands came right down to the 
floor,” Johnson said. “The fans were virtually on top of us. 
And the noise was just deafening.”   

 While the games were always fierce, they never got out 
of control.  

 “We all knew and liked each other because we grew up 
playing at the Boys Club, the YMCA, and the Phillips league,” 
Johnson said.  

 Even the opposing coaches were friends. Joe Holladay 
(Sooner) and Ken Bruno (Col-Hi) genuinely liked and 
respected each other. One year, both teams qualified for the 
state tournament and were placed on opposite sides of the 
bracket. The two coaches brought their respective squads 
together to practice with each taking turns posing as other’s 
upcoming opponent.  

 “As competitive as we were, that was kinda cool to 
come together like that,” said Johnson. “I think we both got 
a lot of out of it.”  

 Both teams got ousted before reaching the title game.  

Holladay went on to have a remarkable career as an 
assistant under Roy Williams at Kansas and North Carolina. 
His assistant, Doug Tolin, had a stellar career at Oklahoma 
Baptist University. His team won the NAIA title in 2010. 
Bruno remained at the high school level, but he also had a 
very successful career winning five regional basketball 
championships and six state golf titles.  

 Unlike the football games, the basketball battles were a 
little more balanced. Of the 30 games played during those 
fifteen years, Col-Hi won 20. However, from 1976-1980, 
Sooner won seven of eight. Often, the games were close 
with 23 of the 30 being decided by single digits and 16 
decided by five points or less including a thrilling one-point 
Sooner victory that last over three hours and seven over-
times. (See separate Sports History article on pages 60 & 61 
of this issue).  

School Spirit  
Throughout the fifteen-year history of the school there 

were many different pep clubs, but among the very first was 
an all-boy squad at Col-Hi in the late 1960s.  

 “It had never been done before,” said Kirk Martindale 
(Col-Hi ’71), who today owns a Tulsa-based film and televi-
sion production company.  

 Martindale talked about one of the early, short-lived 
chants:  

Rah-rah-ree, kick ‘em them in the knee 
 Rah-rah-rass, kick ‘em in the other knee 

 “The boys got called into the principal’s the next day,” 
Martindale laughed. “It was a different day back then.” 

 Martindale himself is proof of that. A friend of his man-
aged to get a live bobcat in a cage. The two teens draped a 
blanket over the cage and hauled it in a pickup truck to the 
Adams Building Gymnasium for a Col-Hi vs. Sooner basket-
ball game.  

 “We carried it in and set it down in front of the Col-Hi 
pep squad. In the middle of one of the spirit chants we 
ripped the blanket off the cage revealing the live bobcat and 
the place went crazy! So did the bobcat!”  Col-Hi Wildcats beat the Sooner Spartans in the State Baseball  

Championships in the 1979-80 season.
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LEFT: In keeping with school tradition, the Spartan is prepared for burning. RIGHT: The last remnants of the Spartan go up in smoke.

 Martindale and his friend were immediately escorted out 
of the building.  

 “We took the bobcat out west of town, released it, and 
we two slow white boys took off running for the truck.”  

 Dr. Dale Smith is 88 and living in Branson, Missouri, but 
he was the principal at Sooner from 1974 to 1978. He 
recalled one year in which he put 50 motorcycle “hoods” in 
charge of leading a parade consisting of the band, cheer-
leaders, pom squad, and even elementary school students. 
In a tight formation, the motorcycle riders led the group 
around the track at Custer Stadium in front of a stunned and 
silent Col-Hi crowd.  

 “It was all about school spirit and building student body 
unity. Of course, we got 
beat, but nobody knew 
that we lost.”  

 Pep rallies, cos-
tumed mascots, 
marching bands, 
parades, and an endless 
inventory of pranks, 
shenanigans, and hijinks 
(toilet papering houses, 
anyone?) were all part of 
life during the two-
school era. But topping 

the list was the traditional burning of the mascots. Students 
from both schools would work until midnight for several days 
constructing massive replicas of a Spartan and a Wildcat. 
Lumber, cardboard, chicken wire, newspaper, fireworks, and 
spray paint were all key ingredients.  

 “Keeping the thing hidden so the other school couldn’t 
steal it was a big part of activities leading up to the football 
game,” said Oakley Jr. whose residential garage was Col-
Hi’s Fort Knox for their version of the Spartan.  

 Students from both schools would boast of efforts to 
locate and steal the other’s project, but the bravado never 
seemed to lead to burglary.  

 In Oakley’s senior year, the rivalry game was played in 
the fall of 1978. Col-Hi students managed to construct a 
Spartan that stood 34 feet tall. Packed with some 300 
pounds of newspaper and a cache of fireworks, it was car-
ried by a team of teen boys to “Shawnee Field” where Kane 
Elementary stands today. The ensuing towering inferno was 
spectacular. Col-Hi won 22-13.  

 In the fall of 1979, the Col-Hi class of 1980 tried to best 
the previous year’s effort and built a 36-foot high Spartan. 
During the pep rally it broke in half and burned while on the 
ground.  

 “It was a bad omen,” Oakley chuckled.  

 Sooner beat Col-Hi 18-7.  
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End of an Era 
Remarkably, talk and controversy about consolidating 

the two schools started in 1970, just a few years after 
Sooner had opened. Discussions continued in 1973-74, but 
no action was taken. Decreasing enrollments led to consol-
idation proposals being revived in 1977 with formal 
committees tackling the issue in 1978. A September 1980 
bond issue for renovations and additions was defeated by 
a large margin. Shortly thereafter, the school board voted to 
consolidate the two high schools.  

A “spirit committee” was formed to help with the transi-
tion. It was comprised of teachers, parents, students, and 
community members.  

“We wanted everyone’s input on everything,” Pannell said.  

The committee discussed, debated, and decided on a 
new mascot, new colors, band uniforms, cheerleader uni-
forms, letter jackets, the alma mater, and fight song. All 
recommendations were forwarded to the school board for 
final approval.  

The rivalry between the Col-Hi Wildcats and Sooner 
Spartans ended with the establishment of the unified 
Bartlesville Bruins in the fall of 1982.  

Freshmen and sophomores began attending classes at 
the former Sooner High School. It was renamed Bartlesville 
Mid-High School and served ninth and tenth grade students 
from 1982 to 2015. Today, it is Madison Middle School. Jun-
iors and seniors settled into the former College High 
building, renamed Bartlesville High School. Today, all stu-
dents in grades 9-12 are at the campus on Hillcrest Drive.  

While the consolidation process was relatively smooth, it 
did have its detractors. For once, Spartans and Wildcats 
were on the same team when it came to keeping alive what 
was good at both schools. For example, there seemed to be 
a consensus that Sooner had a better alma mater while Col-
Hi had a better fight song. Also, Sooner students thought 
their school’s name should remain intact since they were 
losing both a name and a building whereas Col-Hi was just 
losing a name. But school officials were adamant about 
being unified going forward.  

“That first year (1982-83) was one of the smoothest years 
I ever had,” chuckled Pannell.  

That’s not to say there wasn’t a bump or two along 
the way.  

“That first pep assembly was the worst ever,” said Beth 
(Whistler) Beard, a Col-Hi Wildcat cheerleader her junior 
year but a member of the first class of BHS Bruins her sen-
ior year (1982-83).  “We had assigned seating based on our 

homeroom class. Everyone wanted to sit together as juniors 
and seniors. It was awful.”  

Pannell agreed.  

“Quietest assembly I’ve ever been to,” he laughed.  

Pannell and others were concerned that in the first year 
back as one school the vestiges of the rivalry might cause 
the pep assembly to have former Wildcats on one side of 
the gym and former Spartans on the other side. Ergo, the 
assigned seating. It did not go well.  

“I had 30-40 kids outside my office after it was over,” Pan-
nell said.  

But he and the students had a cordial discussion and 
decided things would be different. Pannell made an over-
head announcement that juniors and seniors could sit with 
their respective classes at the next pep assembly.  

“I got a standing ovation,” Pannell chuckled.  

Otherwise, the transition went well.  

“Nine months is not a very long time to get to know each 
other,” Beth Beard said. “So many new people. But I think 
it really improved everything from advanced academic offer-
ings to the fine arts.”  
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Rivalry was Good 
A variety of elements comprise a good rivalry, and 

Sooner and Col-Hi had several.  

Stakes: The teams involved must fight for something. 
While there was no trophy up for grabs, one gets the sense 
that all that needed to be at stake for Spartans and Wildcats 
was the title to bragging rights.  

 “We wanted to beat ‘Sewer High School’ at everything,” 
laughed Esser. “Even when it came to new cars.”  

 Feelings were mutual. 

“We were always the underdog,” Dr. Beard said. “But we 
were always competitive and played just a little bit harder 
against them.”  

Proximity: As previously mentioned, the two schools 
were topographically separated by the Caney River. But for 
several early years, the east-west thoroughfares were in 
their infancy. Tuxedo Boulevard, Frank Phillips Boulevard, 
and Nowata Road were not the four-lane arterial streets they 
are now. Today’s Adams Boulevard was once known as 
Toalson Road, which turned into a gravel road just east of 
the Hot-Warm-Cold water towers. In short, traversing the 
community in either direction was somewhat arduous. How-
ever, the schools were just a few miles apart in a town with 
a population that ranged from 28,000 in the beginning to 
around 34,500 at the end.  

Familiarity: Everyone knew each other. Local churches 
and community organizations were filled with both Spartans 
and Wildcats. For many years, kids from both schools rou-
tinely visited the Hilltop Drive-In Theater where 
the Bartlesville Examiner-Enterprisebuilding is today. Every 
Wednesday night was “Buck Night,” when admission was 
only a dollar…per car.  

Driving a sky blue two-door American Rambler, Donna 
(Holland) Copeland and her Sooner friends would drive 
around town interacting with Col-Hi kids at the local hot 
spots.  

 “We would cruise by the Tastee Freez where the Sonic 
on Nowata Road is today. And there was a place called 

Zesto’s on the west side. It had a reputation for being rough, 
so we never stopped there,” she laughed. “Gas was 50 
cents a gallon. We could drive all night and never run out!”  

Competitiveness: Both schools enjoyed success in all 
areas. But the rivalry went beyond wins and losses, awards 
and accolades.  

 “It kept everyone at their very best,” said Carol Green, a 
Sooner basketball, volleyball, and softball coach in the late 
1970s - early 1980s. “There was tremendous school spirit 
on both sides, and it included many students who were not 
involved in any extra-circular activities.”  

 Pannell agreed.  

 “Good competition? You bet. Both academically and 
athletically. I think it was healthy.”  

 And it produced some incredible teams, male and 
female athletes, students, and musicians. Time and space 
do not allow for the chronicling of an impressive catalog of 
honors, titles, championships, and awards; the vast collec-
tion of achievers who went on to excel at the collegiate level 
including a remarkable number who attended NCAA Divi-
sion I schools; and the number of National Merit Scholarship 
semi-finalists. Had the two schools been combined during 
those 15 years, it is thought Bartlesville often would’ve had 
the most semi-finalists of any school in the state.  

 “It was enjoyable to watch such good competition,” said 
Beierschmitt. “When they played each other, they played at 
a very high level. It was also gratifying to see them go on to 
have success on the next level as well as in their personal 
and professional lives.”  

Fans: “It got a little nuts, but it was A LOT of fun,” said 
Beth (Whistler) Beard. In addition to having been a student 
at both Col-Hi and BHS, she completed the trifecta by dat-
ing Spartan Steve Beard. Her wearing of his letter jacket 
over her Wildcat cheerleading uniform is remembered to this 
day. Beth and Steve would later wed and join the untold 
numbers of Sooner and Col-Hi mixed marriages.  
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 But it just wasn’t the kids. Sooner and Col-Hi parents 
were also a big part of the rivalry.  

 “It was always interesting to watch the parents be such 
vocal supporters of the students’ schools and then go back 
downtown to work alongside each other for the benefit of 
the company (Phillips Petroleum),” Beierschmitt smiled.  

Community Support  
Col-Hi and Sooner alumni along with former school offi-

cials were unanimous in their praise of the support they got 
from parents and the business community.  

 “Many of us were more than happy to support the 
schools, but you almost couldn’t afford not to,” laughed for-
mer longtime downtown merchant Mike May of May 
Brothers Clothing. “Especially me.”  

 May had one son who attended Col-Hi, another son who 
attended Sooner, and two sons who graduated as Bruins.  

 Find a yearbook from any school from any year and you 
will find a May Brothers ad.  

 Many also praised the town’s major employer.  

 “Phillips was fantastic,” Pannell said. “The company 
truly supported both schools.  

 And there’s the adults.  

“The parents loved all of the kids,” said Dr. Beard. “The 
community as a whole supported Bartlesville sports and the 
other activities, and that’s why both schools succeeded.”  

 Who Now?  
While he didn’t arrive in Bartlesville until 2001, BPS 

Superintendent Chuck McCauley is familiar with the 
Sooner and Col-Hi rivalry. He was asked if the Bruins 
have a rival today.  

 “Not like that,” he said quickly.  

 Some might consider Ponca City a rival since the two 
football teams annually play in the ConocoPhillips Bowl. But 
Ponca officials say they enjoy a good relationship with 

Bartlesville. Ponca fans consider Enid or Stillwater more of 
a rival.  

 Coach Carol Green signed on as an assistant at Sooner 
in 1977-78, ten years after the era of two schools began. 
But as a native of Wakita, she knew all about rivalries.  

 “All we ever wanted to do was beat Medford,” she 
laughed. 

 Green said that everyone needs a rival.  

 “I think we lost that little extra spark. I don’t think we 
realized just what we had at the time.”  

 Beth Beard agreed.  

 “It was just so much fun to have an in-town rival. I think 
the parents worried more about things than the kids did.” 

Full Circle  
 Since that very first class of Bruins in 1982-83, students 

at Bartlesville High School have carried on the tradition of 
excellence and achievement in all areas – academics, ath-
letics, and the fine arts. And since that time, many Spartans 
and Wildcats have found themselves in the stands, audito-
riums, and bleachers sitting next to their former crosstown 
rivals. 

 “In 2003, I sat with several Sooner guys to watch our 
kids play together on one team from one school” said Dr. 
Holland, the former Wildcat. “Funny how it all comes 
around.”  

 While the Sooner and Col-Hi rivalry lasted only fifteen 
years, it will forever be an extraordinary part of Bartlesville’s 
colorful history, and it will remain in the hearts and minds of 
those who were a part of it. 



Smokin’ Hot!
Platinum Cigar Company Downtown’s New Luxury Destination
by Maria Gus

There’s a new kid on the block, and downtown 
Bartlesville looks smoking hot.  

It all started when a group of friends found a nice little 
cigar bar in Tulsa and decided they’d like to have one a 
little closer to home. Could they be the ones to move for-
ward with this idea? Did Bartlesville need a cigar bar? 

For partners Andy Allen and Dr. Tom Britt, the answer 
time and again was, why not?  

So with that, Platinum Cigar Company became 
Bartlesville’s luxurious destination for cigars, cocktails, 
and relaxing atmosphere.  

General Manager Matthew Shafer helped create the 
look and feel of the lounge in the hopes of building an 
inviting environment for people, whether they are cigar 
smokers or not. Shafer describes the bar as a cigar and 
whiskey lounge with something for everyone. “We wanted 
this to be a relaxing place for anyone to come. All are wel-
come,” said Shafer.  

With large chairs, a classic drink menu, and a stocked 
humidor, Platinum Cigar Company has everything a cigar 
aficionado needs to unwind.  

“Our cigars range in price from $3 - $500,” said Shafer, 
“But you don’t have to buy an expensive cigar to get a 
good one.” Shafer said the lounge also has cutters, ash-
trays, and matches on hand so even a newbie will be “all 
hooked up.”  

If the idea of choosing a cigar seems intimidating, 
that’s where tobacconist Jonathan Bryan comes in. One 
of only five tobacconists in Oklahoma, Bryan is also in the 
process of becoming a certified sommelier. Once he com-
pletes the process, he’ll be the 
youngest sommelier in the United 
States and one of only two in the state 
of Oklahoma. “Jonathon has been a 
great addition to the group,” said 
Shafer. 

On August 3, Platinum Cigar 
Company plans to have an open 
house with their tobacconist on hand, 
tours of the building, and an oppor-
tunity for the public to see the 
humidor, understand cigar taste, and 

pair the perfect drink. “We plan to teach people how to 
cut the cigar, light the cigar, and give them a full expe-
rience.”  

When asked for his favorite pairing, Shafer said that he 
likes a mild cigar like the Camacho Connecticut paired 
with a Blue Moon with an orange or Pendleton 1910 Rye. 

“Everyone’s taste buds are different,” said Shafer, We 
can help you with a pairing, but you can do whatever you 
want!” 

Platinum Cigar Company is open 
Tuesday through Thursday from noon 
until 10 p.m. and Friday & Saturday 
from noon until midnight. They plan to 
have even more special events in the 
future, including cigar rolling, live 
entertainment, and plans are in the 
works for a back patio by next spring.  

“Learning how to run a business 
from the ground up has been wonder-
ful for me,” said Shaffer. “The 
opportunities have been endless.” 
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Madison Middle School 
Transition Camp 
8 AM - 1 PM; Madison Middle 
School 
Cost is $10. Transportation is 
provided if needed. Shirt 
included 
 
Central 8th Grade  
Registration 
9-11 AM & 1-3 PM; Central 
Middle School  
Every student will receive a 
Chrome Book this year. Please 
allow extra time for this 
registration. To speed the 
process you can pay for the 
insurance online before you 
come. 

Pistol Pete Program  
7 PM; Bartlesville Public 
Library 
The Bartlesville Area History 
Museum Education 
Coordinator Betty Keim will 
present an educational 
program examining the life of, 

“Frank Eaton, a.k.a. Pistol Pete, 
the man and the Legend." 
 

Free Babysitting  
Classes 
9 AM; Jane Phillips Medical 
Center 
In the first-floor classroom. 
Classes are for ages 11–14. 
Limited seating available. 
Preregistration is required. Call 
Julie Blount at 918-331-1148 
to schedule a student or email 
at Julie.Blount@ascension.org 

Bruin Camp for  
incoming 9th Graders 
12-4 PM; BHS Auditorium 
Registration starts at 12:45. 
Pickup at 3:30 p.m. Bus Pick 
Up: Former Oak Park 
Elementary and Wilson 
Elementary at 12:15 Boys and 
Girls Club and Ranch Heights 
at 12:25 Jane Phillips and 
Madison at 12:35 Central 
Middle School and Wayside at 
12:45 

First Wesleyan Family 
Fun Night  
6:30 PM; Sooner Pool 
Join us for Family Fun night at 
Sooner Pool. Free Admission. 
 

NEORC FREE Family 
Mini Golf Night 
1 PM; Sooner Junior Miniature  
 

Senior Registration 
8:30-11 AM & 12:30-3 PM; 
Bartlesville High School 
 
 
 
 

Madison Middle School 
8th Grade Registration 
9-11 AM & 1-3 PM; Madison 
Middle School 
NEW enrollments MUST 
contact Mrs. Johnson @ 918-
333-4444. Please do NOT 
show up to registration to 
enroll. Every student will 
receive a Chrome Book this 
year. Please allow extra time 
for this registration. To speed 
the process you can pay for 
the insurance online. 

Oklahoma Dustbowl 
Program 
12 PM; Bartlesville History 
Museum 
Kay Little of "Little History 
Adventures" will present the 
educational program "The 
Rain Will Come Tomorrow." 
The brown bag event will be 
held from noon to 1:30 p.m. at 
the museum, located on the 
fifth floor of City Hall, 401 S. 
Johnstone Ave.  
 

Junior Registration 
8:30-11 AM & 12:30-3 PM; 
Bartlesville High School 

Madison Middle School 
7th Grade Registration 
9-11 AM & 1-3 PM; Madison 
Middle School 
Same info as 8th grade, but all 
7th graders MUST have TDap 
immunization before starting 
school.  
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Bruin Varsity Volleyball 
Preseason Scrimmage 
6 PM; Bruin Fieldhouse 
 

6th Central Cubs  
Transition Camp 
8 AM - 3 PM; Central Middle 
School 
Cost is $10, but scholarships 
are available. Bring your 
schedules and chromebook.  

Sophomore Registration 
8:30-11 AM & 12:30-3 PM; 
Bartlesville High School 

6th Grade Registration 
9-11 AM & 1-3 PM; Madison 
Middle School 
Same info as 8th grade. 

State of the Schools 
Luncheon 
11:30 AM; BHS Commons 
Join us as BPS 
Superintendent Chuck 
McCauley reviews the 
highlights from the 2018-19 
school year and gives an 
overview of the District's 
priorities for 2019-2020. 
 

Freshman Registration 
8:30-11 AM & 12:30-3 PM; 
Bartlesville High School 
 
 
 
 

Madison Middle School 
Late Registration 
9 AM - 3:30 PM; Madison 
Middle School 
If you missed your registration 
date, this is the day to come 
pick up schedules, etc. Use 
visitor entrance in to the main 
office. 
 

Back to School Rally 
10 AM; BHS Auditorium 
 

First Day of School 
Times Vary; BPS Sites 
 

Summer Sunset 
Screenings: Matilda 
9 PM; Price Tower 
The Bartlesville Film Society 
and the Price Tower Arts 
Center are excited to present 
this year's Summer Sunset 
Movies. The start time is 
tentative. The movie will begin 
as soon as it is dark outside. 
Please plan to attend at dusk. 

Bruin Varsity Volleyball 
Tournament 
9 AM; Bruin Fieldhouse 
 

Bruin Varsity Volleyball 
Tournament 
9 AM; Bruin Fieldhouse 

BHS Back to  
School Night 
6 PM; Bartlesville High School 
 

Central Back to  
School Night 
6 PM; Central Middle School 
 

Convoy of Hope 
10 AM; Johnstone Park 
Free groceries, health and 
dental screenings, haircuts, 
family portraits, meals and 
much more. 
 

Bruin Varsity Volleyball 
vs Sand Springs 
6 PM; Bruin Fieldhouse 
 

Madison Back to 
School Night 
6 PM; Madison Middle School 

Bruin Varsity Volleyball 
vs Edison 
6 PM; Bruin Fieldhouse 
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Just fOr KIds

Tantrums  
& Toddlers
Tantrums and Tears can be a Positive Thing for Toddlers
by Sherry Rackliff

We have all observed that child in the store or park that has lost 
it and is screaming, maybe throwing himself on the floor, and just 
totally out of control. When it is not our child, we can easily say, “If 
that were my child, I would …..!” It is so easy to judge when we are 
not the ones “in the moment.” However, tantrums are quite com-
mon with toddlers.  

Children ages 1 – 3 years have not fully developed their social 
and emotional skills to the point where they can deal with “big” 
emotions, especially if they are tired, hungry, or out of their normal 
routine. They may look and sound like they are mature because 
they are more vocal and can express when they are hungry, or may 
come to you for a cuddle when they need it. They also have a con-
flict within themselves that they 
want to be independent and 
make some choices, but they 
fear being separated from their 
parent. My 3-year-old grand-
daughter will go to her grandpa 
and say, “I want you to hold me 
like a baby.” He will scoop her 
up in his strong arms and let her 
be a baby again. She has begun 
to recognize those needs within 
her and has found a positive 
way to express that need and 
get it fulfilled. 

However, another day she 
did have a meltdown when she 
was with a group of people — and she is a social child — and was 
enjoying herself and then had to sit down and be quiet because 
the “program started.” The “program starting” had no value to her, 
and she could not understand why she had to act differently all of 
a sudden. It was also her naptime. All of those things combined — 
the stimuli from being around a group, then having to all of a sud-
den manage those feelings to the point where she had to stop 
them, and being tired — she broke down and did just the opposite 
of “settling down” and had her tantrum as the program began.  

It did not mean that she was trying to manipulate the situation 
to get her way, it simply meant that she could not manage those 
endorphins she was experiencing and had the tantrum as an outlet 
for those emotions she could not “turn off” at will. What she was 
also doing, though not consciously, was observing how her mother 
responded to those big feelings she was having. She will use that 
experience as a cue to help her know how to respond in the future.  

When a little person is having a tantrum, it is best to remain 
calm and help them have a positive way to experience those emo-
tions, not to suppress them but as an outlet to manage them. 

Tantrums and tears can be a positive thing for toddlers 
because it allows them to release the stress of the situation. Tears 
contain a stress hormone, cortisol. When a child is crying, they are 
literally releasing that stress. "Crying is not the hurt, but the 
process of becoming unhurt," explains Deborah MacNamara, 
Ph.D., a parent educator and author.    

Tantrums can also be an indication that the child feels safe 
enough with you to express those big emotions in the only way 

they know how; although it may 
not always feel like it. When one 
of my daughters started kinder-
garten years ago, she would 
walk in the door from her half 
day of kindergarten and burst 
into tears. It was very alarming 
to me at the time, until I realized 
that she was able to “hold it 
together” with everyone else 
until she was with someone that 
she loved and felt safe with. We 
eventually learned how to man-
age the tears so she was not 
holding on to all of that stress 
during the time she was in class. 
In fact, the stress dissipated 

after she became comfortable and confidant with the routines of 
kindergarten.  

Remember that tantrums do not mean your child is trying to 
manipulate the situation, you are a bad parent, or that your child is 
punishing you. Tantrums do mean that your child is overwhelmed 
and trying to express a need, they are learning how to handle sit-
uations, and they love you and feel safe with you! It is okay to let 
them cry it out and release those tears and stress while being with 
them and being a calming influence.  

Finally, after those challenging emotional moments with your 
child, take time to rejuvenate yourself, talk with a friend, have a 
good laugh, and maybe have a cry yourself. Staying calm during 
the moment takes practice, but when we manage it, we are literally 
rewiring our brains to become calmer, more peaceful parents.  
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Thu, Aug 1 

10 AM 

Woolaroc Animal Barn & Mountain 
Man Camp Open for the Season 
Woolaroc Museum & Wildlife Preserve 

1925 Woolaroc Ranch Road 

1 PM 

Watercolor & Acrylic Painting 
Classes for Kids 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S Dewey Ave. 

Class is held every Monday-Thursday, 1-
8:30 p.m. & taught by Ashley Droigk. 

1:30 PM 

Nutrition & Herb Study Group 
Hopestone Cancer Support Center 

206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

Study the uses, both medical & everyday, 
of different herbs and good nutritional 
practices. 

7 PM 

38th Annual Green Country Rodeo 
Bartlesville Round-Up Club Arena 

1 mile W of town (across from airport) 

Come out and experience some rodeo 
action. Bronc riding, calf roping, steer 
wrestling, barrel racing, bull riding, team 
roping, breakaway roping, and a new 
event added this year is ranch saddle 
bronc. Come out and enjoy an evening of 
rodeo thrills and excitement. 

Frank “Pistol Pete” Eaton: The 
Man and the Legend 
Bartlesville Public Library 

600 S Johnstone Ave., Meeting Room A 

Bartlesville Area History Museum 
Education Coordinator Betty Keim will 
present an educational program 
examining the life of Frank Eaton, a.k.a 
Pistol Pete, the man and the legend. 

Movie Night with the Stray Kats 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

Fri, Aug 2 

9 AM 

Caregiver’s Support Group 
Hopestone Cancer Support Center 

206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

7 PM 

38th Annual Green Country Rodeo 
Bartlesville Round-Up Club Arena 

1 mile W of town (across from airport) 

See Aug. 1 event for information. 

Movie Night with the Bartlesville 
Film Society- Audience Choice 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

9 PM 

Live Music 
Solo Club  

408 E 2nd St. 

Live Music 
Osage Casino Bartlesville 

222 Allen Rd 

Sat, Aug 3 

8 AM 

Bartlesville Farmer’s Market 
Frank Phillips Park 

Every Saturday through October. 

10 AM 

Bartlesville Artisan Market 
Washington Park Mall 

2350 SE Washington Blvd., Ste. 218 

Held every Saturday from 10 a.m. until 4 
p.m. at Washington Park Mall. 

8:30 PM 

Trivia Night 
Tinker’s GlassHouse 

600 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

4 PM 

Billy Cook Benefit 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

7 PM 

38th Annual Green Country Rodeo 
Bartlesville Round-Up Club Arena 

1 mile W of town (across from airport) 

See Aug. 1 event for information. 

Sun, Aug 4 
Life Drawing with Model 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S Dewey Ave. 

Mon, Aug 5 

10 AM 

Elder Care Open House Tour 
Elder Care 

1223 Swan Dr. 

12 PM 

Bartlesville Area History Museum 
Oklahoma Dust Bowl Program 
Bartlesville Area History Museum 

401 S Johnstone Ave., 5th Floor 

Kay Little, of Little History Adventures, 
will present “The Rain Will Come Tomor-
row,” an educational program on the 
Oklahoma Dust Bowl. Little will portray a 
woman living in the Oklahoma Panhandle 
during the late 1930s. She will share 
what life was like before, during and near 
the end of the dust bowl. The brown bag 
event runs until 1:30 p.m. 

Wed, Aug 7 

8 AM 

“Remembering the Mystery and 
Appeal of Shin’enKan” Exhibit 
Bartlesville Area History Museum 

401 S Johnstone Ave., 5th Floor. 

The exhibit, held in the Bartlesville Area 
History Museum, will be open Monday 
through Friday, from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m. 

7:30 PM 

Songbox 
Tinker’s GlassHouse 

600 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

Music + Bingo. Free to play! Win prizes! 

AUGUST EVENTS CALENDAR 
Know of an upcoming event you would like to see on our calendar? Visit us at www.bartlesvillemonthly.com to submit a free listing!
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Thu, Aug 8 

5:30 PM 

Hillbilly Heaven 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

Hillbilly Heaven is the biggest musical 
event of the Summer! Reservations 
required, includes barbecue dinner and 
the show. See all the great country stars 
come to life and sing the songs we all 
love! Tulsa performer Aaron English, 
plays Johnny Horton, Gina Turner plays 
Minnie Pearl in the star studded show! 
Call now for tickets, (918) 440 2393 
Doors open at 5:30 pm, show is at 7 p.m. 
Tickets are $38 and reservations are 
required. 

6 PM 

ADPA Parkinson’s Caregivers  
Support Group Meeting 
JPMC Lower Level Classroom 

3500 E Frank Phillips Blvd. 

Fri, Aug 9 

5:30 PM 

Hillbilly Heaven 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

See August 8 event for information. 

9 PM 

Live Music 
Solo Club 

408 E 2nd St. 

Live Music 
Osage Casino Bartlesville 

222 Allen Rd. 

 

 

 

 

Sat, Aug 10 

10 AM 

Safari Zoological Park 30th  
Anniversary Celebration 
Safari Zoological Park 

1751 A County Rd 1425, Caney, KS 

Lions, tigers and Bears. Oh, My! Don’t 
miss the educational guided tours of this 
unique park. Established in 1989 as a 
refuge for endangered species, this park 
has become one of Southeast Kansas’ 
favorite attractions. Ticket prices are 
$14.95 for Adults, $12.95 for Seniors 
over 60 and $12.95 for ages 2-12, under 
2 & over 90 are free. Military discount. 
VIP packages start at $30, free hotdogs. 

5:30 PM 

Hillbilly Heaven 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

See August 8 event for information. 

6 PM 

Samaritan Sports Spectacular 
Hilton Garden Inn 

205 SW Frank Phillips Blvd. 

A kickoff to fall and winter sports events 
in the community. It is a tailgate party 
that serves as the fall fundraiser to gen-
erate funds for the Samaritan Counseling 
and Growth Center. Tickets are $30 per 
person. For more information, call 918-
336-1463. 

Sun, Aug 11 

1 PM 

Dog Days of Summer Swim Party 
Frontier Pool 

312 S Virginia Ave. 

Admission is $5/dog. Proceeds go 
towards support & maintenance of 
Cooper Dog Park. Pool party runs until 4 
p.m. 

Tue, Aug 13 

5:30 PM 

Women’s Cancer Support Group 
Hopestone Cancer Support Center 

206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

6:30 PM 

Music on the Grounds & 
Ice Cream Social 
Frank Phillips Home 

1107 SE Cherokee Ave. 

Enjoy live music on the lawn of the Frank 
Phillips Home, presented by the Jane 
Phillips Sorority! Pack a picnic, games, 
and your lawn chairs for this free family 
event! Entertainment will be provided by 
the Tulsa Tones Quartet, Bartlesville 
Blend, and the Sweet Adelines. Food 
trucks will be available and provided by 
DJ's Southern Snow and Prairie Fire 
Grille & Catering Mobile Restaurant, and 
JPS will be offering free ice cream. 

Wed, Aug 14 

7:30 PM 

Songbox 
Tinker’s GlassHouse 

600 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

See Aug. 7 event for information. 

Thu, Aug 15 

Times Vary by Site 

First Day of School 
Bartlesville Public Schools 

1:30 PM 

Nutrition & Herb Study Group 
Hopestone Cancer Support Center 

206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

See Aug. 1 event for information. 

5 PM 

Parkinson’s Support Group 
Elder Care 

1223 Swan Dr. 

The Parkinson’s Support Group meets 
monthly, and is open to those with 
Parkinson’s disease and their families. 
Includes guest speakers, break-out ses-
sions, and socialization. Please call 
918-336-8500 for more information. 

6:30 PM 

Music with Jimmie Johnson 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

Fri, Aug 16 

7 PM 

Family Movoe Night 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

 

 

 

 

9 PM 

Summer Sunset Movie Showing of 
“Matilda” 
Outside Price Tower 

510 S Dewey Ave. 

The Bartlesville Film Society and the 
Price Tower Arts Center are excited to 
present this FREE screening of "Matilda" 
outside under the stars at the Price 
Tower beginning at dusk. Bring your lawn 
chairs, blankets, and families to this all-
ages community event. 

Live Music 
Solo Club 

408 E 2nd St. 

Live Music 
Osage Casino Bartlesville 

222 Allen Rd. 

Sat, Aug 17 

7 PM 

Warriors Roll Call “PTSD  
Awareness” Concert 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

Featuring music from New Kings and 
special guest Swingin’ Hammers. Spon-
sored by Gap Medical Clinic and Pure 
Image Barber & Beauty. Partners in 
attendance will include Mission 22, 
Warhawk PTSD Service Dogs, and Doll-
house Road Brewing. 

8:30 PM 

Trivia Night 
Tinker’s GlassHouse 

600 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

events calendar
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Matt Spence, Agent

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

124 SW Frank Phillips Blvd  
Bartlesville, OK 74003-6607

Office: 918-336-3333 
Cell: 918-338-9350 
Fax: 918-336-9829 

 

matt.spence.wpdz@statefarm.com 
mattistheagent.com

Karaoke 
Painted Horse Bar & Grille 

110 SW Frank Phillips Blvd. 

Sun, Aug 18 

1 PM 

Free Family Funday 
Price Tower 

510 S Dewey Ave. 

Free exhibition admission and feature-
themed crafts that highlight the 
exhibition or the season. Crafts will 
engage children and youth into an edu-
cational, artistic experience in the gallery 
of the Price Tower Arts Center. We 
encourage parents and grandparents to 
take advantage of these family-friendly 
events designed to inspire a celebration 
of the arts. There is no cost to attend 
Family Fundays. 

Wed, Aug 21 

7:30 PM 

Songbox 
Tinker’s GlassHouse 

600 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

See Aug. 7 event for information. 

Thu, Aug 22 

5:30 PM 

“Delaware Tribe in the Cherokee 
Nation” History Presentation 
Bartlesville Public Library 

600 S Johnstone Ave., 2nd Floor 
Meeting Room A 

The Bartlesville Library and the 
Bartlesville Area History Museum will co-
host a program on the Delaware Tribe by 
Dr. Brice Obermeyer, Delaware Tribe His-
toric Preservation Officer. 

Golden Hour 
Elder Care 

1223 Swan Dr. 

Free social evening with live entertain-
ment, food, and giveaways. The event is 
open to anyone in the community over 
the age of 60. No RSVP is required. 

6 PM 

VIP Sale for all Wee-Cycle  
Volunteers 
Washington County Fairgrounds 

1109 N Delaware St., Dewey 

All volunteers for the Wee-Cycle Con-
signment Sale will be treated to a special 
sale just for them. 

6:30 PM 

Music with Robbi Ball 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

Fri, Aug 23 

9 AM 

Wee-Cycle Children’s  
Consignment Sale 
Washington County Fairgrounds 

1109 N Delaware St., Dewey 

12 PM 

“Delaware Tribe in the Cherokee 
Nation” History Presentation 
Bartlesville Area History Museum 

401 S Johnstone Ave., 5th Floor 

The Bartlesville Area History Museum will 
host a program on the Delaware Tribe by 
Dr. Brice Obermeyer, Delaware Tribe His-
toric Preservation Officer. The brown-bag 
event runs until 1:30 p.m. 

7 PM 

Karaoke 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

9 PM 

Live Music 
Solo Club 

408 E 2nd St. 

Live Music 
Osage Casino Bartlesville 

222 Allen Rd 

Sat, Aug 24 

8 AM 

Wings, Wheels & Wishes Fly-In, 
Car & Bike Show 
Airman Acres Airport 

7300 E 126th St. North, Collinsville 

A fundraiser benefitting the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation of Oklahoma. 

9 AM 

Wee-Cycle Children’s  
Consignment Sale 
Washington County Fairgrounds 

1109 N Delaware St., Dewey 

The sale will be open until 3 p.m., then 
close for an hour to prep for the discount 
sale, which will be held from 4-7 p.m. 

2 PM 

Movie Matinee Showing of  
“The Goonies” 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

7 PM 

Poetry Night 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

Sun, Aug 25 

5 PM 

Community Sing-Along & Ice 
Cream Sundae Social 
First Presbyterian Church 

505 S Dewey Ave. 

Starts with singing in the sanctuary — 
Camp Fire, Broadway, Old Favorites, 
Country, Barber Shop & Special Guests. 
After will be sundaes in Fellowship Hall. 
Everyone is welcome. Bring a friend.  

Tue, Aug 27 

11 AM 

Empty Bowl Fundraiser for Agape 
Mission 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd 

Tickets are $25 each and includes choice 
of a hand-painted bowl. We will have lots 
of beautiful bowls, many local eateries so 
please come and help us feed those in 
need in our community. Tickets can be 
purchased at Arvest, Agape Mission or 
the Agape Mission Facebook page. 
Agape Mission is a non-profit and non-
denominational organization located in 
Bartlesville, Oklahoma. By the daily 
grace of God and with the help of dedi-
cated volunteers, they minister to the 
physical and spiritual needs of those in 
our community who are unable to meet 
those needs on their own. Agape pro-
vides over 2,000 nutritious meals a 
month for people in need. The mission 
also gives over 1,400 sacks a month of 
nutritious snack items to local school 
children who are at risk of going hungry 
over the weekends while attending 
school. Food 4 Kids Program was 
started during the 2005-2006 school year 
and now reaches every school in Wash-
ington county that is interested, totaling 
12 schools. 

5:30 PM 

Women’s Cancer Support Group 
Hopestone Cancer Support Center 

206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

Thu, Aug 29 

7 PM 

Dinner & A Movie 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

Fri, Aug 30 

7 PM 

Open Mic Comedy Night 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

Opening Ceremonies for 1st Annual 
Midwest Regional Cricket Tournament 
Bartlesville Soccer Complex 

Daniels Park 

Featuring Lt. Governor Matt Pinnell to 
kick off the tournament. 

Sat, Aug 31 

10 AM 

1st Annual Midwest Regional 
Cricket Tournament 
Bartlesville Soccer Complex 

Daniels Park 

Presented by Bartlesville Cricket Club & 
Leadership Bartlesville Class 28. Pro-
ceeds to benefit Washington Co SPCA. 

6:30 PM 

Music with Let it Ride 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

Cost is $5 per person at the door. 

9:45 PM 

Copan Lakeside Fireworks Show 
Copan Lake 

Previously scheduled. 

events calendar



AUGUST 2019 | b Monthly     37

events calendar
MONDAY 

9 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

10 AM 

Citizenship Class 
Bartlesville Public Library 

4:30 PM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

5 PM 

Vinyasa Yoga 
2nd Street Flat 

5:30 PM 

Spanish Class 
Bartlesville Public Library 

TUESDAY 

8 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

9:30 AM 

Gentle Yoga & Meditation 
Bliss Studio 

10 AM 

Fine Art Class 
BAA Price Tower Design Center 

Caregiver Support Group 
Elder Care 

6 PM 

Prana Vinyasa Flow Yoga 
Hillcrest Country Club 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

7 PM 

Tuesday Trivia 
Painted Horse Bar & Grill 

Darts 
Solo Club 

WEDNESDAY 

9 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

9 AM 

Tapestry Weaving Class 
Price Tower Design Center 

10 AM 

Babies & Toddlers Storytime 
Bartlesville Public Library 

11 AM 

Preschooler Storytime 
Bartlesville Public Library 

1 PM 

Open Studio 
Price Tower Design Center 

4:30 PM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

6 PM 

REFIT 
Bartlesville Public Library 

Vinyasa Yoga 
2nd Street Flat 

Citizenship Class 
Bartlesville Public Library 

THURSDAY 

8 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

9:30 AM 

Prana Vinyasa Flow Yoga 
Bartleville Civic Ballet Studio 

Gentle Yoga & Meditation 
Bliss Studio 

10 AM 

Babies & Toddlers Storytime 
Bartlesville Public Library 

ESL Conversion Class 
Bartlesville Public Library 

WW Wellness Workshop 
Bartlesville Community Center 

11 AM 

Preschooler Storytime 
Bartlesville Public Library 

1 PM 

All-Ages Storytime 
Bartlesville Public Library 

Beginning Watercolor Art Class 
Price Tower Design Center 

5:30 PM 

WW Wellness Workshop 
Bartlesville Community Center 

6 PM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

7 PM 

Nightshift Karaoke 
Osage Casino 

9 PM 

Angelo’s Karaoke (21+) 
Angelo’s Tavern 

FRIDAY 

5:30 AM 

Power Yoga & Meditation 
Bliss Studio 

9 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

10 AM 

Fine Art Class 
Price Tower Design Center 

11 AM 

Power Yoga & Meditation 
Bliss Studio 

12 PM 

Eat Healthy, Be Active 
Bartlesville Public Library 

9 PM 
Live Music 
Solo Club 

9 PM 
Live Music 
Osage Casino 

SATURDAY 

8 AM 

Bartlesville Farmers Market 
Frank Phillips Park 

8:30 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

10 AM 

Bartlesville Artisan Market 
Washington Park Mall 

WCSPCA Adoption Event 
Petco 

Gentle Yoga & Meditation 
Bliss Studio 

7 PM 

Gentle Stretch Yoga 
2nd Street Flat 

SUNDAY 

7 PM 

Gentle Stretch Yoga 
2nd Street Flat

RECURRING 
E V E N T S

2nd Street Flat 
118 A W. 2nd St.

Angelo’s Tavern 
130 S. Cherokee Ave.

Bartlesville Art Association 
Price Tower Design Center 
500 S. Dewey Ave.

Bartlesville Artisan Market 
Washington Park Mall 
2350 SE Washington Blvd.

Bartlesville Public Library 
600 S. Johnstone Ave.

Bliss Studio 
319 S. Dewey Ave.

Elder Care 
1223 Swan Dr.

Osage Casino 
222 Allen Road

Painted Horse Bar & Grille 
110 SW Frank Phillips Blvd.

Solo Club 
408 E. 2nd St.

Bartlesville Weight Watchers 
Bartlesville Community Center 
300 SE Adams Blvd.

Bartlesville Yoga 
MON/THURS: Bartlesville 
Civic Ballet Studio, 110 W. 2nd 
TUES: Hillcrest Country Club, 
1901 Price Road

Upper Room Noon  
Worship Service 
Johnstone/Sare Bldg. - 3rd Floor
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LET YOUR BUSINESS 
A PART 
OF THE MOST READ
MAGAZINE
IN BARTLESVILLE.

Call Christy or Keith McPhail today  
for advertising opportunities.

918-214-4968 
keith@bartlesvillemonthly.com

www.coppercupimages.com        9183372781 

design 
 

happy
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dInIng guIde

PAINTED HORSE BAR & GRILLE 
COFFEE BAR: MON-FRI 9AM-9PM, SAT 10:30AM-9PM 

KITCHEN: MON-FRI 10:30AM-9PM 
* LIMITED MENU AVAILABLE FRI & SAT 9-10 PM 

BAR HOURS 
MON - THU 10:30 AM - 10 PM 

FRI & SAT 10:30 AM - MINDIGHT 
110 SW FRANK PHILLIPS BLVD. 

918-333-1100 • PAINTED-HORSE.COM 
Painted Horse Bar & Grill, together with Wolf Creek Ranch  

owners, Mark and Kelly Spencer, are proud to offer our locally 
raised, guaranteed all natural Angus beef products. 

RIB CRIB 
SUNDAY - SATURDAY 11 AM - 10 PM 

2077 SE WASHINGTON BLVD. 

918-333-6200 
WWW.RIBCRIB.COM 

All You Can Eat Ribs every Tuesday from 4-close  

We offer fundraising for organizations.  

We can cater 10-10,000 people. 

WEEZE’S CAFE 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 6 AM - 1:30 PM 

SATURDAY 6:30 AM - 11:30 AM • SUNDAY 6:30 AM - 1 PM 

328 S DEWEY AVE 

918-337-0881 
WWW.WEEZESCAFE.COM 

It’s a great place to start your day!  
Voted one of the 10 restaurants in Bartlesville.  

We offer an All-American menu from biscuits and gravy to 
homemade chicken and noodles. We cater small to large groups.  

Serving the Bartlesville area since 1995.

by Keith McPhail
Is that the lunch bell? Time for a midday meal, served 

up hot! Whatever the time of day, wherever you may find 
yourself in town, Bartlesville's got the dishes to satisfy. Our 
monthly lineup of local eateries makes meal planning (or 
not planning!) easier on you. Whether your busy schedule 
demands a quick bite to-go, or family dinners depend on 
a little help from the professionals, pay a visit to someplace 
familiar or try out something new. Let our restaurant guide 
point you in the right direction. 

Yum!
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dInIng guIde

Wood fire grilled chicken, fish, beef, and vegetables. 
Smoked meats and bread baked in-house daily. 
6,000 square feet and two full-service bars. 

Upstairs event room and private meeting room.

600 E Frank Phillips Blvd, Bartlesville, OK 74003

 Monday - Saturday,  11am 918.214.8054
SHORTIES 

MONDAY - FRIDAY 11 AM - 2 PM 
FRIDAY EVENINGS 5 PM - 8 PM 

NEW LOCATION 

DOWNTOWN BARTLESVILLE  
(IN THE ALLEY BEHIND PHAT TIRE) 

Text or Call in Your Order To Go 
918-331-6868 

FACEBOOK: @SHORTIES.GRILLE

MURPHY’S STEAKHOUSE 
EST. 1946 

SUNDAY - THURSDAY 11 AM - 9 PM 
FRIDAY - SATURDAY 11 AM - 10 PM  

1625 SW FRANK PHILLIPS BLVD. 

918-336-4789 
A Bartlesville Tradition. Home of the World Famous Hot  

Hamburger with “Gravy Over All.”
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• PRIVATE SECURITY 

• PRIVATE INVESTIGATIONS 

• PROCESS SERVICES 

• BACKGROUND CHECKS 

• MISSING PERSONS &  

SKIP TRACING 

• NOTARY SERVICES

Security & Professionalism Guaranteed 
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

USMC Woman  
Veteran Owned Business 

517 Castle Road 
Bartlesville, OK 74006 

Charlia Mooney, Owner 
charliamooney@oksecprof.com

918-440-8802



Kris Cordero is set to change the world.  

“I’m very transparent with people that regard-
less of what’s happened in life, you still can 
overcome,” he said. Powerful words, considering 
the 36-year-old has been in a wheelchair since 
the age of 16.  

He’s currently in the middle of writing a book, 
that he describes as a “timeline of my life,” opti-
mistically called “Empower, Motivate and 
Overcome: The Power of a No-Quit Attitude Dur-
ing Life’s Most Difficult Seasons.” Additionally 
there’s a Channel 6, Lori Fullbright segment on 
Cordero set to be broadcast on August 15, where 
he meets back up with the guy he was wrestling 
when he was originally paralyzed.  

“It was absolute closure on both ends,” 
Cordero said. “He’s a kind man and he’s not an 
arrogant person, and you could tell he felt bad 
about the situation; it was very surreal.” 

 The story effectively began on January 15, 
2000, when Cordero was wrestling in a three-day 
tournament in Sapulpa. He had drawn Robert 
Daniels, a heavyweight senior from Lawton 
Eisenhower; Cordero was a Sophomore at the 
time. “I remember every part of it. It was incredi-
bly violent, and I remember seeing it, feeling it, 
and it was incredibly painful. It was like my body 
was on fire and it literally exploded my neck,” he 
said. “Most wrestlers wear headgear, and at the 
time I had very sticky head gear and the matt 
was very sticky too. We wrestled the first match 
and we were at a stalemate. Then the ref flipped 
a coin. I won the toss and I chose down. I wanted 
to ride it out and just get a win. I did this move 
where I was going to go forward and push him off 
me, and he grabbed my ankles as we both 
went froward. My headgear got caught on 
the matt and all his weight and my weight 
folded my neck. It literally exploded my neck, 
and he could hear it break.”  

Unfortunately, though wracked with 
excruciating pain, Cordero never lost con-
sciousness. He said his memories were that 
he was struggling to breathe, since in addi-
tion to breaking his neck it had also 
paralyzed his diaphragm. “It effected my 
arm movement, and I tried to push myself up 
with my arms and I had no strength. Everyone 
was quiet and they knew it was bad, and they 
were trying to keep me calm. It was consistent 
pain, and I was going into shock,” he said. “They 

backboarded me, took me out of the arena, and 
took me to St. Johns in Tulsa; that wasn’t fun.”  

The coming weeks and months were spent in 
multiple attempts to repair the damage, including 
stints and traction, all to no avail. “After we had 
the MRI, I had a seasoned neurologist that said 

‘It is what it is, you are going to be paralyzed for 
the rest of your life,’” he remembers. “When I 
came out, reality hit me real quick.”  

The next years were spent in a mixture of 
depression and desolation. That finally ended as 
Cordero moved toward being a counselor and 
helping people who, in many cases, were going 

through less than what he had gone through. “I 
identified that I wanted to be a therapist when I 
was at Craig for about six months. When sports 
were taken away from me, I didn’t know what I 
wanted to do with my life. This situation came up 

where there was this young man in rehab with me, 
and they asked me to talk to him. I just wanted to 
see him have some hope restored,” he said. “I 
graduated high school, got a bachelor’s and a 
master’s degree. I work at Grand Lake Mental 
Health and did internships with Youth and Family 
Services before ending up on the adult side. 
Being in a wheelchair is not always a bad thing, 
it’s kind of a tactical edge.”  

For years, however, there was the question of 
Robert Daniels, at whose hands Cordero’s jour-
ney in the wheelchair began. “I wanted to reach 
out, but didn’t know how to for a lot of years. But 
now the power of the internet is quite a thing, and 

I put it out there a few times and no one 
came back with anything. Finally, a friend of 
mine who is good at such things found him 
a few months ago,” he said.  

As plans were being made for the two to 
meet, however, Cordero’s mother had a 
stroke and his time became occupied with 
other things. “I eventually reached out to 
him on Facebook and we facetimed. It went 
well and then we contacted Lori Fullbright,” 

he said. “We both understood it was an accident. 
There’s a lot of power in this kind of story. Hope-
fully this will help someone else.”  

Cordero’s segment on the News on 6 will be 
broadcast on August 15. Check listings for times.

Changing the World
Cordero Doesn’t Let His Wheelchair Slow Him Down
by Tim Hudson

Kris Cordero is using his tragic accident to make a difference in other people’s lives.
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Bartlesville    
   Podiatry

Put Your 
Best Foot
Forward!
Quality, Professional 
Foot Care Since 1992

Services Include:

•   Bunions                    •   Heel Pain 
•   Hammertoes           •   Diabetics 
•   Fractures                 •   Flat Feet 
•   Ingrown & Fungal Nails 
•   Foot & Ankle Sports Injuries 
•   Trauma & Fractures

•   Sports Medicine    •   Night Splints 
•   Custom and OTC Orthotics 
•   Much More

Dr. James E. Webb JR 
1631 SE Washington Blvd  

918-333-1622



Living the Dream
Dr. James Webb Loves His Community & Profession
by Kelsey Walker

Longtime podiatrist Dr. James 
Webb, DPM, has provided quality 
medical and surgical care of the 
foot and ankle for patients at 
Bartlesville Podiatry, 1631 SE 
Washington Blvd., since 1992. 

Webb is also a deep-rooted 
resident of the City of Legends, 
having moved to Bartlesville at 
just six weeks old, when his father 
took a job with Phillips Petroleum 
Company in 1963. Aside from the 
decade he spent pursuing his 
medical degree out of state, he’s 
been in Bartlesville ever since. 

Reflecting on his growing up 
years, Webb says 1960- and 1970-
era Bartlesville was very much the 
idyllic setting of Americana. An 
only child, his father held a doctor-
ate in sedimentology and had 
many positions in the exploration 
and production departments at 
Phillips. His mother participated in 
several Bartlesville clubs and 
activities, and was instrumental in 
the Service League of Bartlesville. 
Webb recalls his numerous neigh-
borhood activities, as well as 
involvement in Boy Scouts Troop 104, First Baptist Church, and 
various other civic organizations around town. 

He attended the former Limestone Elementary School under 
the direction of George Tyner. Interestingly enough, Mr. Tyner 
was one of Webb’s very first patients upon his return to 
Bartlesville. “His first comment to me, after having not seen me 
for 15 years, was that ‘I hadn’t gotten very far’ — keeping in 
mind that my office is less than 100 feet from my first-grade 
classroom,” Webb said. 

He later attended Central Junior High, and was among the 
final graduating class of the former College High School, in 1982. 
There was a certain bonding effect, he said, of being part of that 
last class, and a significant amount of school spirit, especially 
when it came to the never-ending rivalry with the across-town 
Sooner High School.  

His teen years were also 
an early exposure to the full 
breadth of medicine. He was 
hired at age 15 by the late 

cardiologist, Dr. Stan DeFehr. 
With much more lax licensure 
requirements at the time, Webb’s 
duties included drawing blood 
for laboratory tests, taking x-
rays, running treadmills and 
EKGs, and assisting Dr. DeFehr 
with procedures. 

He soon set off for Westmin-
ster College in Fulton, Missouri, to 
begin the pursuit of his own med-
ical career. 

“I was one of those kids that 
was leaving this little town and 
never coming back,” he recalls. 

While in college, Webb 
became acquainted with a Tulsa 
podiatrist who, much like Dr. 
DeFehr, mentored him in his craft. 

“Podiatry offers, in my opinion, 
the best of all worlds in medicine,” 
he said. “There’s a vast amount of 
pathology that will stimulate one’s 
brain, and there are many patients 
that benefit from your services.” 

He settled on podiatry as his 
specialty, attending the California 

College of Podiatric Medicine in San Francisco, where he gradu-
ated in 1990. Following an internship at the University of 
Southern California Los Angeles County Medical Center, he com-
pleted the Maryland Podiatric Residency Program in Baltimore. 

He contemplated a job offer in Tulsa, but then learned that a 
Bartlesville podiatrist planned to leave his practice. That same 
week, Webb’s father called to tell him the building at 1631 SE 
Washington Blvd. would be for sale. 

“He thought it would be a great location for a practice,” 
Webb said. “So, as Providence often does, I found my way 
back to Bartlesville … I can honestly say there’s nowhere else I 
would rather live, and no other profession I would rather do. 
This town, with its history, its culture, its friends, and its family 
values, is truly one of the most unique places in the country. I’m 

proud to call it home.” 

For more information about 
Bartlesville Podiatry, you can call 
918-333-1622 or visit them online 
at www.bartlesvillepodiatry.com.

“I can honestly say there’s nowhere else I would rather 
live, and no other profession I would rather do. This 
town, with its history, its culture, its friends, and its  
family values, is truly one of the most unique places in 
the country. I’m proud to call it home.” 

— Dr. James Webb, DPM

James Webb & wife Rhonda during Col-Hi Homecoming in 1981.

AUGUST 2019 | b Monthly     45

cOMPassIOn & care



       

  

 

  

       

  

 

  

       

  

 

  

       

  

 

  

       

  

 

  

       

  

 

  

       

  

 

  

       

  

 

  

       

  

 

  

       

  

 

  

       

  

 

  

       

  

 

  

       

  

 

  

       

  

 

  

       

  

 

  

       

  

 

  

At Tri Cou

programs

       

  

 

  

Tunty Teech, we are here to

s f built foor ybusy adults. Ea

       

  

 

  

d. Wo help you succee Wee h

-fasy-to-apply foor ffiinanci

       

  

 

  

have over f30 afffordable

ial assistance, hands-on

       

  

 

  

n 

       

  

 

  

p g

training, an

“Tri County

       

  

 

  

y

nd iffllexibble schedules can

r YrPPiicturee Yoours
Picture Y

y TTeech believed in me eve

       

  

 

  

f

y pp y

r fn help you take you fiirst

rsself r ftaking the fiirsst
urYYoo rsself dsucceediing

n we when I didn’t believe i

       

  

 

  

,

fo a ft step t fuulfiilling caree

step.
.

fn mi myyself..” - Katie B., 201

       

  

 

  

er.

19

       

  

 

  

y TTTrri Count Teech does not discriminate on the basis of 
activities. The following person has been desi

yTtTrriiCountyTeech.edu

       

  

 

  

rreligion, race, color,, national origin, sex, 
ignated to handle inquiries regarding the

| y TplAp ly Tooday  |  91

       

  

 

  

ydisability,, or age in its programs and
 non-discrimination policies:

8.331.3333

       

  

 

  

       

  

 

  

       

  

 

  



AUGUST 2019 | b Monthly     47

fIelds’ PhIlOsOPhY

There is nothing quite like the energy that fills the hall-
ways on the first day of school. Students and educators 
have a bit of anxiety and excitement for what the new school 
year can bring. After a few days, everyone begins to settle 
into a routine, and that excitement levels off — unless you’re 
at Tri County Tech. Sure things settle a bit, but our customer 
focus ensures the excitement and energy prevails through-
out the entire year. This way of doing business is a result of 
a mantra we adopted many years ago. 

Early in our “performance excellence” journey, our lead-
ership team visited the QuikTrip headquarters. We were on 
a benchmarking trip as part of our quest to become a “Best 
Place” to work in Oklahoma. During our visit, we learned that 
one of QuikTrip’s core values was: “If you’re not taking care 
of the customer, take care of someone who is.” Our host 
explained that some employees had face-to-face interac-
tions with customers, but many more were working behind 
the scenes and struggled to understand how they fit into the 
organization. The value also ensured that they kept their cus-
tomers at the center of everything they do. 

If you think about a business, this makes sense. If a com-
pany doesn’t take care of its customers, they won’t be in 
business long.  

The visit provided a moment of clarity for us. We adopted 
the mantra, and it worked. Overnight, everyone in the organ-
ization knew precisely how they contributed to the vision of 
our organization. Today, we hold sacred that students are 

“customers,” and that if you don’t work directly with the stu-

dent, then you take care of someone who does. Simple and 
non-negotiable. 

“If you’re not taking care of the students, take care of 
someone who is,” is a powerful statement. This mantra 
ensures that students and their experience with us are at the 
center of every decision we make. For example, a few years 
ago, we revamped many of our traditional programs to meet 
the needs of working adults. We created Flex programs, 
which converted five-day-a-week programs to two nights 
per week and one Saturday per month. As a result, 170 stu-
dents have graduated from our Flex programs. Completing 
a Flex program means a student sees an increase in earning 
potential, confidence, and a chance at a better life. It is also 
important to note that these graduates leave with an average 
debt of only $205 and can work full-time jobs if needed. 

It was not easy to change something that had been in 
place for 50 years, but it was in the best interest of our stu-
dents. Therefore, the change was in the best interest of our 
business. Change may be hard, but not as hard as becom-
ing irrelevant. 

Four other mantras have followed since the inception of 
“take care of a student or someone who does.” These simple 
mantras are woven into every aspect of Tri County Tech. 
They provide clarity of expectations for educators who can 
quote them all. This clarity led us to earn the designation of 
Great Place to Work® in the U.S. and being named a Mal-
colm Baldrige National Quality Award recipient, in the same 
year. Tri County Tech is education done differently. 

Tri County: Education Done Differently
by Lindel Fields
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Take a Shot
at Better 

Senior Living

Call (918) 335-2086 to schedule a visit.
1025 Swan DriveBartlesville, OK 74006

When it comes to choosing the right senior living 
community, a little smart strategy comes into play. 
Whether you or someone you love is considering 
independent living, assisted living or memory care, 
we hope Green Country Village is on the table. 
With exceptional private residences, welcoming 
neighbors and nearly non-stop activities, it’s the 
place to live, connect, grow.

GreenCountryVillage.com

1025 Swan Drive  •  Bartlesville, OK 74006
9/18

918.333.8225 

1501 SE Bison Rd, 

Bartlesville 

bisontrails-ok.com

Now Leasing: 1, 2, & 3 Bedroom apartments



AUGUST 2019 | b Monthly     51

neW leader

On June 1, Dr. Jim Dunn officially 
took the reins as president of Okla-
homa Wesleyan University, 
becoming just the sixth president in 
OKWU’s history. Dunn continues a 
long family affiliation with OKWU, 
dating back more than 50 years. 

“Since 1965, somebody [in my 
family] has either been on the board 
of trustees, been a faculty person, or 
been a student,” said Dunn. “I’m the 
youngest of six, and five of the six 
siblings graduated from here.” 

Originally from the west, Dunn 
was born in Phoenix. His father was 
a district superintendent and pastor 
in the Arizona-New Mexico District of 
The Wesleyan Church. His father 
also served on the board of trustees 
of then-Bartlesville Wesleyan College 
(now OKWU). The family later moved 
to Indiana, where Dunn’s father led 
the Wesleyan Investment Foundation. 
He recalls visiting Bartlesville often, 
as several of his older siblings 
attended BWC. 

“I was here a lot visiting my sib-
lings … It was just always a place I 
had a lot of affinity for and comfort 
with,” he said. “When I was a senior 
in high school, I was offered a schol-
arship to play basketball here.” 

Dunn, a sixth-generation pastor, 
had been called into ministry at the 
age of 12. He was drawn to the BWC 
ministry program and its professors 
– including Dr. Larry Hughes, Dr. Bob 
Black, Bob Rogers, Dr. David Eaton, 
and Dr. Mark Weeter. Dunn received 
scholarship offers from other schools, 
but his comfort on campus, and 
good relationships with professors, 
ultimately convinced him that BWC 
was where he needed to be. 

“I felt called to come here,” he said. 

Dunn is an alumnus of Oklahoma 
Wesleyan University and a former 
member of the board of trustees, 
having served the OKWU community 
directly in numerous ways over the 
years since his graduation. He has 
taught at OKWU, Wesley Seminary, 
and Indiana Wesleyan University, and 
served in many leadership roles on 
boards within the Wesleyan commu-
nity. He is also a graduate of Asbury 
Theological Seminary and Trinity 
Evangelical Divinity School. He 
served as pastor of Brown’s Chapel 
Wesleyan Church in Greenfield, Ind. 
for 15 years, and since 2016 has 
served as vice president of church 
relations for the Wesleyan Invest-
ment Foundation, whose mission is 
to encourage and help local 
churches reach their next level of 
ministry effectiveness. 

Dunn and his wife, Wendy, also 
an OKWU alumna, were not antici-
pating changing jobs or moving 
back to Bartlesville, though they 
both had good memories at BWC. 
However, they felt called to partici-
pate in the selection process. Of the 
nearly 20 candidates the board of 
trustees considered, Dunn was 
elected unanimously. 

“It’s pretty surreal,” he said. “Hav-
ing the kind of relationship that our 
family has had with the university, it’s 
unreal. It’s a heavy mantle, a serious 
role, and I take it seriously. I’m going 
to do the best I can, and hope to 
help the university grow and become 
more effective. 

“We’re excited to be here, excited 
to be in Bartlesville, and looking for-
ward to being a good partner and 
serving the community.”

Dunn Takes Reins at OKWU
His Family Has Been Affiliated with the School Since 1965
by Kelsey Walker

Dr. Jim Dunn and his wife, Wendy, are both OKWU alumni.



Happy August my friends.   

If you’ve been reading this column for a while, you may 
already know — August is not my favorite month. Even so, I try 
not to be the guy who complains about the obvious, unavoid-
able, unchangeable, life-sucking, kill-all heat of the Midwest 
August. It could be worse. We could all live in Texas. And, as the 
saying goes, “I can’t complain, because it wouldn’t do any good 
if I did.” 

I approach August with the philosophy I learned from one of 
my daughter’s favorite books as a toddler, “We’re Going on a 
Bear Hunt.” In the repetitive saga, a caucasian family is torn 
from the pages of an LL Bean catalog and forced to face a 

series of natural hurdles on their way to hunt a bear. (It’s hap-
pened to all of us at least once.) With each challenge, the 
mantra is the same: We can't go over it ... We can't go under it 
... Oh, no! ... We've got to go through it! 

And that’s August for me. 

There’s no escaping it, avoiding it, or complaining it away.  
We've got to go through it!  So while we’re here, let me also just 
say: Happy Holidays … speaking of things we’ve got to go 
through.  (I just wanted to beat Walmart to the punch on that 
one, as we enter the official four-month Christmas Season. 
Though I’m sure there are already a few lights available in Lawn 
& Garden.) 

August is a Must
by Jay Webster
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August does have a few positives. It signals the start of 
school (and more importantly, routines and schedules and reg-
ular bedtimes and — God Save the Queen — that’s a 
wonderful thing.)   

Also the heat, like dementia, becomes a wonderful excuse 
for a myriad of bad behaviors.  Lose your mind and rob a bank? 
Plead temporary insanity due to the heat. Trust me, a jury of 
your peers will get it.  Get caught nearly naked in a Braum’s 
freezer while spooning a gallon of Premium Double Chocolate 
Chip Cookie Dough? Your brain was baked! Who can blame 
you?  Start a fight with your spouse, where you describe them 
as bombastic and a little heavy? That’s the heat talking! You 
can’t be held responsible for “August talk.” (If that does happen 
to you though, I suggest some Premium Bordeaux Cherry 
Amaretto as a peace offering.  And for God’s sake, stay away 
from anything that says light or low-cal.) 

You’re laughing, but even mild physical discomfort can lead 
to emotional trauma. This year I had to fast nearly 24 hours for 
an afternoon colonoscopy. I still suffer from PTSD over the 
episode. For those who have never had the pleasure, a 
colonoscopy is when they tape a camera to a hose and run it 
through the back door of your sewer system, looking for hang 
ups. If they find any, they burn them off … inside your body! 
When I was done, they gave me a photo in a cardboard frame 
like I’d just gone down the log ride on Splash Mountain. I put it 
on the fridge.  

All in all, it’s been a pretty good summer for my family. 
Thanks for asking. 

We successfully avoided a major contemporary pitfall — 
over-scheduling. We essentially let our daughter enroll in one 
extra-curricular activity at a time. We’re firm believers that bore-
dom is the root of brilliance. Give a kid a chance to lay on their 
bed and stare up at the ceiling, and they’ll write songs, and 
invent games, and act out plays of their own imagination. 

That having been said, if there’s only one activity, you 
have to choose it wisely. We’re fortunate that a number of 
activities (mainly the athletic ones) have been removed for 
us by natural selection. 

In the months leading up to our daughter’s birth, I spent a lot 
of nights lying awake and wondering what kind of person she 
would be. What traits would she inherit from either of us? And 
would she be part alien — because the birthing video in our 
Lamaze class made that seem like a distinct possibility. 

Obviously, there are some traits you hope you can pass 
along: empathy, an appreciation of the written word, the ability 
to walk into a room and address bad lighting.  There are others 
where you hope for a genetic miracle.   

Neither of Evanjalyn’s parents are expressly gifted athletes. I 
mean, I don’t want to be too hard on myself, but to my knowl-
edge I am the only little leaguer to be hit by a pitch … in T-ball.  
(But a base is a base after all.) 

Unfortunately for our daughter, the apple didn’t fall far from 
the tree there. (Not that she could have caught it if it did though, 
is all I’m saying.) 

So, when your scheduling your summer and you remove 
sports, well it leaves you with theater.  And that’s what we’re 
doing this summer. 

I know what you’re picturing here: a bunch of kids inside an 
air-conditioned theater, wearing berets, doing vocal exercises, 
and tapping into their seven-year-old angst to better recite 
Shakespeare. But it wasn’t like that.  There were no berets any-
where. I was disappointed. 

Actually, we signed up for CMT’s production of “Frozen Jr.”  
(I say we, because the parents were immediately drafted as well, 
for behind-the-scenes roles ranging from parking attendant to 
makeup and wardrobe.)  To be honest, the three-week project 
was a lot for a seven-year-old (and her parents). I really won-
dered if Evanjalyn could handle it. But when I saw several of the 
other kids attempting to run across the stage without falling, I 
knew she was in the right place. She was with her people. (We 
actually had a really great CMT experience. It’s a wonderful bap-
tism into the musical theater world.)  

Now, we’re leaving on a not-so-annual summer vacation.  
I didn’t grow up in a “vacation family.”  If it wasn’t a wedding 
or a funeral, we didn’t go. I was 16 before I found out roller-
coasters were real. Before that, I just believed they were cold 
war propaganda. 

My wife’s family was a vacation family, but only in the 
sense that they went to stay at someone else’s house for a 
week, so the kids could be bored in another state. Sometimes, 
that’s enough. 

We like to travel with Evanjalyn because a hotel is still a big 
deal to her. She loves amenities: chlorine-heavy pools, “compli-
mentary” breakfast, someone besides her parents making the 
bed, free note pads & pens, and tiny soaps. We live a rich life. 

I know you’ll forgive me if I don’t tell you where we’re going 
until we get back. It’s always a little awkward when you see peo-
ple you know on vacation. There’s a sense that you should talk 
and make eye contact, instead of hiding behind the hotel waffle 
maker. Plus, I don’t really want everyone to know “vacation me.” 

And, I may not want to see you either, because what if you’re 
that person who only drinks frozen drinks when you’re at least 
300 miles away from home. That’s dangerous. Or worse yet, 
what if you’re the person 
who thinks it’s cute to 
come down to breakfast in 
your PJ pants and stuffed 
Tweety Bird house shoes 
before emptying the entire 
fruit loops dispenser into 
your bowl. I’m not prepared 
to see you like that. 

So for now, just know 
that I love you and fall is 
coming. The rest will take 
care of itself. Until then, 
cheers my friends. August 
too shall pass. 
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WIC supports 53% of all infants 
born in the U.S. Someone you 
know may be eligible.

Pregnant and Postpartum Women, Infants and Children up 
to age 5 who receive SoonerCare automatically qualify!  

Participants DO NOT have to be Native American to receive 
benefits! Spread the word! Call 1-800-460-1006 for more 

information. Clinic locations in Pawhuska, Skiatook, Hominy, 
Bartlesville, Tulsa, Sand Springs, Fairfax, and McCord! 

 
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.



Coach Joe Gilbert
Beloved Barnsdall Icon Still Coaching at Age 86
by Maria Gus

Barnsdall has a few legends. The town was founded in 
1905 and originally named after Osage Chief James Big-
heart. After the success of the oil boom, the community 
renamed the town for Theodore Barnsdall and his Barnsdall 
Oil Company. Clark Gable worked the oilfields for a time in 
Barnsdall and it’s even rumored he sang in a quartet there. 
For such a small town, it certainly has a “big heart.” 

Coach Joe Gilbert is another legend from Barnsdall, with 
a heart as big as the 65 years and nearly 4,000 wins he’s 
seen as a coach in the small Oklahoma town. With his big 
heart comes humility, determination, and a seemingly unend-
ing passion for supporting the athletes he has coached. 

A native of Buffalo, Missouri, Gilbert graduated from 
Northeastern State University in the spring of 1954, started 
working at Barnsdall the following August and never left. 

In June of 2019, Gilbert was inducted in the National 
Federation of State High School Associations Hall of Fame. 
This was just the latest award in his coaching career, after 
receiving the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Tulsa 
World in 2018, his 1981 entry into the Oklahoma Coaches 
Hall of Fame, and his state titles in Oklahoma high school 
baseball, slow pitch softball, and numerous other state 
runner-up awards. 

However, Gilbert is not one to bask in the limelight. For 
him, all of these awards are only about one thing — the 
young athletes he’s been privileged to coach. 

“Well, it's nice to get recognized,” said Gilbert, with his 
strong yet kind coach’s voice. “But ya know, the reason for 
all this is all the young men and women I've been lucky 
enough to have through all the years. That is a big thing, 
the boys and girls that I've coached. They're the ones that 
need an awful lot of credit.” 

Gilbert went on to explain that he has seen a lot of stu-
dents over his 65 years. “I’ve had kids that worked hard for 
me, and some that didn’t work hard enough,” he explained. 

“You deal with a lot of different 
personalities, but no two are 
exactly the same.” 

When asked if managing all 
those personalities has helped 
him in the “real world,” he 
responded quickly to say, “You 

better believe that! And it helps the students in the real 
world, too.” 

For now, Coach Gilbert has his sights set on the 
upcoming season. He stated that he’s “only coaching bas-
ketball this year.” At 86 years old, Gilbert coaching “only” 
one sport seems to be his version of retirement — or as 
close as he’s going to get.  

“I just want to be successful,” said Gilbert. To him, suc-
cess doesn’t always mean winning — it means trying to 
improve his students enough so that they can be compet-
itive all the time, on and off the court.  

“I hope I've reached a lot of kids,” adds Gilbert, “I've been 
fortunate and lucky. I've certainly been dealt a good hand.” 

At last count, he totaled 3,896 in six sports — 1,129 in 
fastpitch softball, 917 in girls basketball, 801 in baseball, 
649 in boys basketball, 395 in slowpitch softball and the 
five in football. 

Under his direction, the Panthers won a Class A state 
baseball title in 1980, a 2A slow-pitch softball crown in 
2013, and had several state runner-up finishes, mostly in 

fast and slow-pitch softball. 

Gilbert is a 1954 graduate of 
NSU and is a member of the 
Athletics Department 1992 Hall 
of Fame Class where he played 
basketball, baseball, football, 
and track.

NOTED ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
June 2019 NFHS National Hall of Fame 

TW BCBS Lifetime Achievement Award 2018 
1980 Barnsdall Class A State Title Baseball 

2013 2A Slow Pitch Softball 
1981 OK Coaches Hall of Fame

Coach Joe Gilbert,  inducted into National High School Hall of Fame, 
with former player Michala Allison.
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Celebrating our 13 year anniversary

Take a

From Cleaning
VACATION
Weekly • Bi-weekly • Deep Cleaning 

Carpet • Tile & Grout • Windows

Residential &  
Commercial Cleaning

A Heavenly Touch
Cleaning    Service

We don’t just clean...we care!

aheavenlytouchcleaning.com  
918.914.2159

™

CLOSE TO WORK, HOME & FAMILY

• Fall classes begin August 19 

• Now enrolling at www.rsu.edu 

• Earn college credit while in high school 

• Complete your Associate or Bachelor’s degree

To learn more contact the RSU Bartlesville 
Enrollment Office at 918-338-8000

DOWNTOWN BARTLESVILLE | WWW.RSU.EDU/BARTLESVILLE

SWIM’N HOLES

POOL CONSTRUCTION 
SERVICE  •  CHEMICALS

WEEKLY POOL MAINTENANCE AVAILABLE 
918.333.4442  •  412 SE WASHINGTON BLVD, 

BARTLESVILLE, OK 74006

swimnholesinc.com



Paths to Independence
by Lori Just

Every parent looks forward to the day their child calls them “mommy” 
or “daddy.” For Dana Hemminger, that day didn’t come until her son, Ben-
jamin, was eight years old. 

“Benjamin was born with Down syndrome,” explained Hemminger.  “As 
he got older, we noticed there was a bigger gap between him and others 
in the down syndrome community. So, we had secondary testing done 
and found he was also on the autism spectrum.” 

They enrolled Benjamin at Paths to Independence in Bartlesville, and 
said they have noticed growth in his social awareness, engagement with 
people, and problem-solving abilities after the last two years. 

“Dealing with a secondary diagnosis was disheartening, but PTI has 
been such a place of hope for us,” she added. “For the most part, my son 
is non-verbal. During his first year there, he finally called me momma for 
the first time, and you can’t put a price on that.” 

Paths to Independence’s mission is dedicated to providing educa-
tional and support services to children and adults with autism spectrum 
disorders and their families.   

PTI is an accredited private school, structured to meet the needs of 
individuals diagnosed with autism spectrum disorders.  Their goal is to 
offer a life-long view of education, promoting functional independence 
from a young age.  

“We are set up to provide instruction in all academic areas, communication, 
social skills, recreation, and independent living,” said Clair Bartley, director.  

PTI’s founders are Bartley and Jean Jensen.  Bartley’s background in 
special education includes teaching in autism programs for Norman Public 
Schools and Owasso Public Schools.  Additionally, she spent nine years 
teaching children with special needs at Central Middle School in Bartlesville.  
Jensen is the mother of Kieffer, a 15-year-old student at PTI.  Jensen and 
Bartley started PTI to provide the best possible education for Kieffer. 

PTI opened in June of 2012 with an 8-week summer program.  From 
the success of that program, PTI opened for the 2012-13 school year with 
only Kieffer and one other student. 

“We ended the school year with four full-time students and four part-
time, as people became aware of our program,” added Bartley.   

After completing accreditation in June 2013, PTI was eligible to receive 
the Lindsey Nicole Henry Scholarships. This made the school more afford-
able for parents. For the 2013-14 school year, 21 students were enrolled. 
For this upcoming school year, they will have 58 students. 

“Paths to Independence is unique in the state of Oklahoma, because 
we include any student with autism, without regard to their level of func-
tioning,” said Bartley. “Additionally, we start services at age three and 
continue through adulthood. We have a policy of not sending students 
home for behavior.  We work to alter the environment and increase support 
as needed to ensure each student’s success.” 

Samuel, age 17, just completed his third year. He went to the Owasso 
School District up until his eighth-grade year before his parents decided 
he needed a better fit. 

“High school is hard enough fitting in for anyone,” said Dena Wind, 
Samuel’s mom. “He is a very smart, very fun kid, but fitting in was a chal-
lenge. And just getting him to a place where he can learn was such an 
amazing thing to find.” 

Wing said she’s impressed by the support her son receives, and being 
surrounded by people who love him being there. 

“They build on their strengths and pull the best out of them,” she said.  
“He feels so much better about himself, and has made several friends. He 
looks forward to going to their weekly fun night. It gives my husband and 
me alone time. It’s been so supportive for the entire family. 

All the families agree that the staff has a passion for what they do. 
And the teachers aren’t just looking to pass students to the next grade, 
but to support a fulfilling and productive future with jobs and involvement 
in the community. 

“We support public education, but here he’s able to get so much more 
one-on-one,” said Hemminger. “They have resources that other schools 
can’t offer.” 

PTI rents the Will Rogers Building from Bartlesville Public Schools, but 
intends to make a bid to purchase the building very soon. PTI works 
closely with BPS to provide services when needed to BPS students. 

“Funding was a big challenge for our first five or so years, but we are 
making great strides in this area,” said Bartley. 

Another challenge PTI has is finding the right teachers and staff for its 
students. Currently, PTI is looking to hire two new teachers and a 
speech/language pathologist, as well as several teaching assistants.   

“With all the support our son gets from these teachers, it will change 
our future drastically,” said Wing. “It’s more than we could have ever envi-
sioned for him.” 

Kenny and Tami Tate were concerned for their sons, Marshall, 19, and 
Carter, 17, as they were aging out of public school. 

“They were in no way prepared for the transition into adult life,” said 
Tami. “We believe God led us here, and the staff has been an enormous 
blessing and source of support since day one.” 

Tami added the staff has created individualized plans for each of the 
boys and change as their needs change. 

“PTI makes accommodations for all the students and meets them at 
the level at which they function,” she said. “In the last year, I have literally 
made the difference between my seeing my sons as permanent children, 
to now being able to see them as young, adult men with bright futures!” 
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Passion to Serve - Experience to Succeed
(918) 331-8437
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Most college scholarships reward grade point average, 
but some scholarships are geared toward a student’s proven 
character, abilities, and passion for their field of interest.   

One such scholarship is the College High Wildcats 
Memorial Scholarship Fund, the dream child of Bartlesville 
College High School graduate Jim Hess. “I got the idea in 
1985,” he said. “People were so upset about the change 
from Col-Hi to Bartlesville High School that I wanted some-
thing good to come out of it. I got a few class lists and 
mailed a brochure about the idea. If you join, each year on 
your birthday, you send a donation equal to the year you 
graduated.”  Hess is Chairman of the program, and current 
administrative committee members include Vice Chairman 
Bart Williams, Imogene Peaster, Tom Tate, Roger and Judy 
Couch, and George Tarbox. 

From a small endowment which made its first scholarship 
award in 1987, the fund has grown to over $300,000, and 
has helped more than 130 students attend college. “I tell 
people I’ve had a lot of good ideas, but this is the only truly 
great idea I’ve ever had,” Hess said.  The scholarship is 
listed on the BPSBHA.org website.  Application criteria 
include financial need, parent and student employment, area 
of interest, school club involvement, and reason for wanting 
to attend their college of choice.  Application deadline is 
April 15 of each year.  As many as seven recipients are 
selected annually by Wildcat Scholarship committee mem-
bers.  “We’re not a scholarship beauty contest.  We started 
with the idea of sending kids to trade schools, which is 
becoming more important.  We look for kids who would fall 
through the cracks of other programs, but still need help.  
You may have gotten a ‘D’ in Algebra, but want to cook and 
go to culinary school,” he said.  The latest round of five 
awardees was chosen in May of this year, and seven former 
recipients are still in college. The initial $1,000 award is 
repeated each year the student maintains a ‘B’ average and 
submits a certified transcript to the committee. Students can 
go to any college, and scholarship monies are distributed by 
the college registrar.  If tuition, room, and books are covered, 
students can use up to 15% of the monthly fund for inciden-
tal expenses.  

The Wildcat Scholarship committee also manages the 
Denny “Zoot” Freeman Memorial Music Scholarship — 
named for Wildcat graduate Denny “Zoot” Freeman, a suc-
cessful musician who toured with country star Charlie 
Daniels and singer Brenda Lee.  The “Zoot” scholarship is 
also found on the BPSBHS.org website. 

 In addition to college scholarships, the Wildcat Schol-
arship fund helps other educational pursuits in the 
community such as The Little One Room Schoolhouse at 
the Bartlesville Area History Museum.  “Probably my 
favorite thing I’ve done is The Little One Room School 
House,” said Hess.  A replica of the first school in the area 
built by Nelson Carr and his wife, it has offered third and 
fourth graders the opportunity to be taught for a day by 
retired teachers in period dress. The Wildcat Scholarship 
fund also partnered with local donors to provide the protec-
tive tiles for the new Bartlesville High School gymnasium 
during functions other than athletic games.   

Hess wants to make sure the Wildcat Scholarship fund 
administration continues in perpetuity. The youngest remain-
ing College High graduates are now in their 50’s. Hess said, 

“We make recipients honorary Wildcats, and we hope some-
time in the future they will want to help run the program.”  

Col-Hi’s Special Scholarship
Jim Hess’ Dream Has Helped More Than 130 Students
by Lori Roll

Col-Hi graduate Jim Hess created the College High Wildcats Memorial 
Scholarship Fund in 1985. The Fund has helped over 130 students.



What a Game!
Seven-OT Thriller Highlighted Sooner vs. Col-Hi Rivalry
by Mike Wilt

During the 15 years of the feisty rivalry between Bartlesville’s 
Sooner Spartans and College High Wildcats, high school bas-
ketball games were hard-fought and often very close. Of the 30 
games played between 1967 and 1982, 23 had single-digit mar-
gins. In 16 games, the margin was five points or less including 
four games in which a single point separated the two teams. 
One of those games required over three hours and seven over-
times, but it immediately became a Bartlesville sports classic.  

“What a game!” said just about 
everybody who was there.  

The two teams had clashed ear-
lier in the 1978-79 season with the 
Spartans winning 52-46. The second 
meeting was on February 13, 1979 
in Phillips Petroleum Company’s 
Adams Gymnasium to better 
accommodate the massive number 
of fans. The facility held well over 
2,200 people, double the capacity of 
the schools’ gyms. It was still stand-
ing room only.  

“And it was wild!” said Jim Dunlap, 
a then-Sooner senior who served as 
the Spartans’ public address 
announcer. Sooner was designated 
as the home team for the second 
game, but Dunlap felt that he just 
couldn’t remain neutral even on a 
neutral court. He handed the 

announcing duties to a Col-Hi teacher and parked himself at the 
end of his team’s bench.  

“One of the smartest moves I’ve ever made,” he chuckled.  

Ranked third in the state, Sooner entered the game as the 
heavy favorite against unranked Col-Hi. But rankings and records 
are irrelevant when it comes to passionate crosstown rivals.   

The Wildcats led 58-54 with 1:35 remaining in the fourth 
quarter, but the Spartans came back 
to tie the game 58-58, sending the 
game into overtime. Sooner led in the 
first OT, but Col-Hi rallied to tie even 
though the Wildcats’ top scorer, 6’3” 
Bob Bridendolph, had fouled out just 
28 seconds into the first extra frame. 
He finished with 27 points and 10 
rebounds. Col-Hi led in the second OT, 
but Sooner rallied to tie. Col-Hi led 
again in the fourth OT, but Sooner 
came back again. The noise was deaf-
ening as fans continued to cheer, 
chant, and yell.  

“All of the players were looking at 
each other as if to say, ‘Is this really 
happening?’” said longtime cattleman 
Robert Hughes, who was a Col-Hi 
senior guard.  

Fellow senior Martin Pryor agreed. 
Dan Keleher hit the winning shot during the epic  

thriller between the Spartans and Wildcats.
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“It was back and forth, up and down. It was mind-numbing.”  

When the sixth OT ended in another tie, it was 11:15 p.m. on 
a Tuesday night. 

“Students kept calling their parents on the pay phones to ask 
if they could stay until the game was over,” Dunlap laughed.  

Many more were later confronted by angry parents who 
didn’t believe the game had lasted that long.  

Sooner trailed 93-92 with just 12 seconds left. Spartan Steve 
Burkett snagged a rebound and passed the ball ahead to Dan 
Keleher Jr., who quickly dribbled down the court. With only three 
seconds left, the junior guard launched and drained a 20-footer 
from the top of the circle to give Sooner a 94-93 win at 11:45 p.m.  

“The place went berserk,” Dunlap said.  

Earlier, Keleher scored 16 points in the JV’s win over Col-Hi. 
He entered the varsity game halfway through the seventh OT.  

“The only reason I got into the game was because nearly 
everyone else had fouled out,” he smiled.  

Erroneously identified in several newspaper accounts as 
“Don,” Dan is now a local architect and president of a venerable 
family-owned billboard company. He admitted he didn’t have 
much time to think about the shot.  

“I knew I had to take it because we were running out of time 
and there was no one open to pass to. I practiced a lot from the 
top of the key, so I didn’t have any second thoughts about tak-
ing the shot.”  

Keleher’s magic moment would not have been possible if not 
for several of his teammates, including 6’4” center/forward Clark 
Meese. The fellow junior was sent to the Sooner bench after 
fouling out in the fifth overtime, but not before having a phenom-
enal night. Meese hit 17 of 20 from the field, eight of 12 from the 
free throw line, and set a Sooner school record with 42 points. 
He also hauled down 16 rebounds.  

“It was quite exciting,” said Mees,e who today works for 
Chevron-Phillips and lives in The Woodlands, TX. “It was close 
the whole game. Both teams had chances to win it earlier.”  

Hughes, who played the entire game with blood running 
down the side of his face from a ruptured ear drum, said while 
the loss was disappointing it wasn’t devastating.  

“We didn’t think we could hang with them. They had a great 
team and they made a great shot. 
But we gave them a helluva game.”  

Pryor, who now lives in Connecti-
cut and works for Capital One in New 
York City, was initially filled with 
mixed emotions. 

“We didn’t think the game was 
ever going to end. It would’ve been 
nice to win, but we were all so 
exhausted that it was somewhat of a 
relief the game was over.”  

Dunlap, who would go on to serve in both the Oklahoma 
House and Senate, said that while Sooner won the game, the 
thrill of victory was different.  

“If we had won in regulation or in the first or second overtime, 
we would’ve had a big post-game celebration. But when it 
finally ended, we all just collapsed. Col-Hi didn’t lose that game. 
We just came out on top.”  

Meese agreed.  

“Although we were on different teams and attended different 
schools, we respected each other because we grew up together, 
went to church together, and often socialized together. We real-
ized that it very easily could have gone the other way. Plus, we 
were so worn out, we just wanted to go home.”  

That included the fans too. School officials recall how oddly 
calm and silent it was as everyone filed out of the building, nei-
ther celebratory nor sad, just exhausted. All realized that they 
had just been part of something special. There seemed to be a 

reverence for the game that tran-
scended a mere win or loss.  

There was no three-point line 
back in those days. Chances are the 
game would have ended much ear-
lier because many baskets would 
have been counted as “threes.” But 
they weren’t. Thus, the 1979 Sooner 
vs. Col-Hi seven overtime battle 
became and remains the second-
longest in Oklahoma history.  

What a game, indeed.  COACHES JOE HOLLADAY & KEN BRUNO
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For you, for your loved one – start the
healing from addiction today.

•    On-site medical detox and MA

ial TVVaalley Hope Resident Trreatment Program
•    Located on a historic acreage in Cushing, Oklahom
•    Full-time care in a structured environment. 
•    Compassionate, comprehensive care delivered by
      team of clinical experts.

ATT therapy options.
•    Family therapy options. 
•    Discharge planning and return to work assistance
•   Coverage with most insurance plans.

Admissions 24/7  |  800.544.5101 
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Call 918.225.17

100 Southh Jones A

736 to schedule an assessm

valleyhope.org
Avve. Cushing, OK  74023

Hope. For

• retaining Walls 
• landscaping

• Irrigation 
• Much More

• garden gifts 
• custom Planting 

OPen: Mon - fri: 8 am - 5:30 pm. •. sat: 9 am - 4 pm

111 SE Beck, Bartlesville 

 918-333-3248

Large Selection of 
• Vegetables • Shrubs • Annuals • Perennials

BARTLESVILLE’S  

FAVORITE  
GARDEN  
CENTER



BARTLESVILLE’S LARGEST  

INDEPENDENT FAMILY PRACTICE

LAB  |  XRAy  |  DEXA SCAN  |  SMARTBEAT- Cardiac SCREENing

William W. Davito, DO 

MArk D. Erhardt, DO 

Daniel J. Holdman, MD 

Elizabeth R. Sherrock, MD

Donald R. Simmons, MD 

Michael Ryan Vaclaw, MD 

Janice L. Shippy APRN, DNP 

Amanda Gutierrez, LPC

4150 SE Adams Road  |  918-331-9979 

primarycareassociatesbartlesville.com

Services

providers

Since 1999

effective sept. 1, 2019 

extended hours 

monday - thursday 8am-8pm  

(for scheduled appointments) 

Friday 8am - noon 

saturday 9am - noon



Primary Care Associates
 Holdman has experience as an Emergency 

Room Physician and a Resident Physician in 
Family Medicine. He is Board Certified by the 
American Board of Family Medicine, and is fully 
certified in BLS, ACLS, PALS, and ATLS. He has 

an active unrestricted Oklahoma medical license, as well as full 
DEA/OBNDD registration. 

Holdman is the current Medical Director for SAFE-NOW, an organi-
zation providing forensic exams, medical treatment, and other forms of 
support to victims of sexual assault, domestic violence, and child abuse.

Daniel J. Holdman, M.D.

Elizabeth Sherrock, M.D. has a private Family 
Practice with Primary Care Associates, PC. She 
graduated from the University of Texas South-
western Medical Center in 1992, and earned a 

Bachelor of Science degree with a major in Chemistry in 1987, from 
Southern Methodist University. 

She graduated cum laude with honors in chemistry from SMU, 
where she was also a President’s Scholar, a Lazenby Chemistry Scholar, 
and an Alumni Scholar.

Elizabeth Sherrock, M.D.

Erhardt has been with Primary Care Associ-
ates since 2006. He earned his undergraduate 
degree from the University of Michigan, and his 
medical degree from the Lake Erie College of 
Osteopathic Medicine in 1997. He served as the 

Senior Medical Officer for the Naval Special Warfare Group Two out of 
Norfolk, Virginia until 2003. 

Erhardt currently is licensed to practice medicine in both Virginia and 
Oklahoma. Some of his honors include three Navy and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medals, a National Defense Medal, as well as Expert rat-
ings in both rifle and pistol.

Mark Erhardt, D.O.

Vaclaw has experience as an Emergency 
Room Physician at four different hospitals, as well 
as Primary Care experience. He has been a part-
ner at Primary Care Associates since 1999, and is 
also currently serving as the Medical Director at 
the Bartlesville Care Center and Trinity Hospice. 

Vaclaw earned his medical degree from the University of Oklahoma 
College of Medicine - Tulsa, and a Bachelor of Science degree in Zoology 
from the University of Oklahoma. He is a member of several medical 
association. 

He is fluent in Spanish, an active member of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. Vaclaw enjoys sports, fishing, hunting, and 
most outdoor activities.

Michael “Ryan” Vaclaw, M.D.

Davito has been with Primary Care Associates 
since 2002. Prior to that he was with the Gemini 
Medical Group and the Bluestem Clinic. Davito 
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology 
from the University of Tulsa, then his D.O. degree 

from the Oklahoma State University College of Osteopathic Medicine in Tulsa. 
He holds an Oklahoma license to practice medicine, and is Board Certified 
in Family Practice. 

He is the Medical Director at Comforting Hands Hospice. Prior to that 
Davito served as the Medical Director at Trinity Hospice, and has also been a 
Board Trustee and member of the Medical Executive Committee at Jane 
Phillips Medical Center.

William W. Davito, D.O.

Simmons has been with Primary Care Associ-
ates since 2015, and has a wealth of experience in 
Home Health & Hospice, Nursing Home, Emer-
gency Room, Hospital, and Clinic experience. He 
has served as the Chief of Staff at three hospitals 

in Texas from 2002-2014. Simmons has served as the Medical Director for 
five Texas nursing homes.  

Simmons is also fluent in Spanish, and has Electronic Medical Records 
Proficiency in Pulse Systems, Meditech, NextGen, CPSI, and Cerner 
licenses in Oklahoma & Texas. He enjoys spending time with his family, trav-
eling, computers & technology, and golf.

Donald Rae Simmons, M.D., FAAFP

Shippy has been teaching as an adjunct pro-
fessor at Oklahoma Wesleyan University since 
2008. She earned her Doctorate of Nursing Prac-
tice from Waynesburg University in 2014. She 

received an MSN-Family Nurse Practitioner from Wichita State University in 
1998, and a Bachelors of Science in Nursing from Pittsburg State University 
in 1993. 

She is a member of Sigma Theta Tau, was the OKWU Professor of the 
Semester in 2012, and from 2004 to present holds AANP-Certification_FNP.

Janice Shippy, APRN, DNP
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2700 SE Washington Blvd 

918-331-2329 
restorationsmedicalspa.com

Kiss  
DULL SKIN 
Goodbye!

Botox 

Dermal Fillers 

Hair Removal 

Photofacials 

Permanent Make-Up 

Medically Supervised  
Weight Loss 

Skin Care Products 

Mineral Make-Up 

Microneedling

• We’re here to educate & help patients 
with a medical marijuana card safely 
treat chronic symptoms with medical 
cannabis 

•  CBD line of products with terpenes 

•  Education-driven environment 

•  Physician ownership 

Relief is here

2700 SE Washington Blvd       |       918.214.8775       |       GreenLeafBartlesville.com
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The Bulldogger
The Roundup, The Blimp, The Admiral  
& the History of DHS Yearbooks
by Bill Woodard

When this 1962 graduate of Dewey High 
School discovered that The Bulldogger, the high 
school yearbook, was no longer The Bulldogger, 
he was quite unhappy. Does no one have any 
respect for tradition? He knew the first few year-
books were called The Roundup, but that was 
okay. What he didn’t know was the many names 
that had come between the first Roundup and the 
2018 Our Roots. 

My very favorite of all the DHS yearbooks 
would have to be the very first, in 1914. The cover 
was cowhide. It had 122 pages, and was elegant 
inside and out. There were nine seniors in 1914, 
with four of those serving on the annual staff. The 
yearbooks from 1914 through 1921 were all 
called The Roundup, were all similar inside, and 
all well done. There is no record of a yearbook for 
1918, likely due to World War I. 

After 1921, there was a seven-year gap. The 
1929 yearbook was 20 pages counting the front 
and back cover, had more ads than information, 
and was inexplicably called The Blimp. 1930 saw a 

return to a more traditional yearbook 
of 100 pages, not unlike those of the 
early years and in fact, not unlike 
those of the 1940s, 1950s, 1960s, 
and 1970s. The cover said simply 
Dewey High School Yearbook, 1930. 
Only two other yearbooks were pub-
lished during the 1930s. 1935 saw a 
traditional publication of about 70 
pages called The Admiral. Inside was 
stated: “The Senior Class of 1935 
presents The First Volume of The 

Admiral”, with no explanation as to the origin of the 
name. It was the first and the last The Admiral. The 
senior class of 1939 published a much-abbreviated 
yearbook with only 16 pages, and included only 
information on the senior class. This yearbook was 
called The Dewian. 

Of the 90 DHS yearbooks, the 1940 issue 
would have to be the most unique. The books 
were all done by hand. The cover was wood (per-
haps done by the manual training class?) with 
1940 Dewey High Seniors hand stenciled in red. 
The seniors’ pictures in the book were photo-
graphs like those in a photo album. The names 
under the photographs were actual signatures. A 
work of art; a work of love by a determined class. 

It was in 1941 that for the first time the year-
book was called The Bulldogger. And The 
Bulldogger it remained, with the exception of one 
year, 1942, for the next 47 years. You can see 
why this child of the ‘40s, ‘50s, and ‘60s would 
assume The Bulldogger it had always been, and 
believe The Bulldogger it should always be. 
Beginning in 1971, the yearbook covers became 
more diverse. Some were traditional, some cre-
ative, and some simply strange. Only three 
between 1988 and 2018 had Bulldogger in the 
title, the last in 2008. But to so very many of us 
Bulldoggers the DHS yearbook will always 
be The Bulldogger. 

A special thanks to the Bartlesville Area His-
tory Museum and the Dewey High School 
administration staff for access to their collections 
of yearbooks. 

First Bulldogger

Last Bulldogger 1989: A New Generation of 
Dewey Yearbooks



We saved you a place  
At the Top to celebrate and 
luxuriate in your very own 

Jewel Box

The Room At The Top Events

• 5 unique one bedroom hotel apartments  

• In the heart of downtown   

• Laundry room with washers and dryers- 

free for tenant use  

• All utilities included: electric, water, trash, 

internet & wi-fi  

• Fully furnished 

• Stainless steel appliances  

• Smart TV in each apartment

• 2 separate floors available for rent,  

   each can hold 300 people 

• Lobby  

• Great downtown views  

• Restrooms on each floor 

• Bridal party dressing rooms 

• ADA compliant 

• Elevator  

• Elegantly industrial Chicago  

   school style building

• Building originally built in 

   1910, and was completely  

   restored after a devastating 

   fire in 2010.   

• See us on TheKnot.com!

johnstone.sare@gmail.com | www.johnstone-sare-theroomatthetop.com | www.facebook.com/johnstonesare | instagram: @johnstone.sare.events

(918) 534-6011 100 SW Frank Phillips Blvd | Bartlesville, OK 74003 | 8 am-5 pm, Monday-Friday
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A Look at Non-Public Educational Opportunities
by Kay Little, Little History Adventures

Private religious schools in the United States date back to 1727, 
with the first Catholic School in New Orleans, where girls could get 
an education in a world that often excluded girls. Today, many pri-
vate schools organize to provide a religious curriculum. 

In 1912, St. John’s Catholic School opened in Bartlesville. The 
school is the 2nd oldest continuously operating school in the Tulsa 
Diocese, and was originally staffed by Ursuline Sisters of Padola, 
Kansas. St. John’s was originally built to hold 150 students, in 
grades 1-6. Today, the school enrollment is approximately 157 stu-
dents, with grades PreK-8. 

In the early 1940s, grades 1-9 attended, but by ’49, a lack of 
9th grade students caused that grade to be removed. In 1969, the 
school dropped 7th & 8th grades, but too many parents com-
plained, so they reinstated the two grades. 

In the early 1960s, a Catholic church and school opened on the 
east side of town.  St. James School opened in 1965 with grades 
1-6 and 50 students, but it closed in ’69 because of low enrollment. 
St. John’s is the only Catholic school in Bartlesville, and includes 
a new addition that was built in 2016. Christ-centered education 
and small class sizes attract students to the school.  

In 1976, Pastor Franklin Hauser, of First Wesleyan Church, told 
his congregation that he had a dream of a Protestant school. That 
dream was realized in 1977, as an all-day kindergarten and day-
care (Kiddie College) were opened. By 1984, Wesleyan Christian 
School offered grades K-6. The 7th and 8th grades were added in 
1985, and high school grades were added in 1999, with the first 
graduating class in 2003. Today, the campus houses approxi-
mately 300 students, grades PreK-12. 

The students, who come from 30 local churches, score high 
ACT scores and boast significant college acceptance. The curricu-
lum offers honors classes, concurrent enrollment with OKWU, 

STEM classes, several sports, and, like St. John’s, provides a 
Christ-centered curriculum and small class sizes. 

A small group of moms met in a local park in 1987 to form a 
homeschool support group. Many of these moms wanted a Christ-
centered education, but did not desire one of the private schools. 
Most of them also wanted the entire responsibility of overseeing 
their children’s’ education. Many families like the idea of being able 
to travel as a family any time of the year. My husband and I home-
schooled our two boys, and often we would focus the curriculum 
around a trip. Most homeschool parents teach the same subjects 
as public schools, and keep a transcript. Colleges became more 
homeschool friendly as they saw the students performing well on 
standardized tests and in concurrent enrollment.  

In the beginning of the homeschool movement, parents indi-
cated religion was their primary reason. But now, many families are 
choosing homeschooling for different reasons — with one being 
safety concerns.  

Parents can enroll their children in a free online public school for 
K-12, called Oklahoma Connections Academy, which has had great 
success. The Bartlesville area homeschooling community has 
grown from that small group of moms to over 100 families. 

Bartlesville has excellent education 
choices, whether public, private, or 
home. 

1912 ST. JOHN’S SCHOOL DEDICATION

1989 GROUP OF HOMESCHOOLERS

School Bells
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JEFF HALL REAL ESTATE
“My commitment to service is my commitment to you!”

Jeff Hall, Realtor®/Broker 
(Licensed Broker in OK and NC) 

1740 SE Washington Blvd, 
Bartlesville, OK 74006 

918.440.9199 • jrhall@kw.com

      BARTLESVILLE 
Each office is independently owned and operated



When Family Crisis and Counseling 
Center abruptly closed in December of 
2018, a literal gaping hole was left in 
Bartlesville for survivors of domestic 
abuse. The agency had, among other 
things, arranged for protective orders for 
victims of domestic violence and assured 
services to them — services that the area 
simply could not be without.  

“We had a crisis on our hands,” Asso-
ciate Judge Russell Vaclaw said.  

“Without any warning, we learned that 
FCC and the women’s shelter had closed 
and [Ray of Hope director] Rhonda Hud-
son was one of the first people I spoke to. 
She understood that there may be vic-
tims who needed help with nowhere to 
turn.  Without her leadership we would 
not have been able to resolve this crisis  
as quickly as we did.”  

He said that the two were on the 
phone for the next several days “trying to 
put a band-aid on this problem.” 

“It was Rhonda and the good people 
at Ray of Hope who saw the crisis and 
would not be content with the status quo. 
FCC were the court advocates for vic-
tims of domestic abuse who we worked 
with on an almost daily basis. But more 
importantly, they were the point of con-
tact for those needing assistance as 
victims of domestic abuse. Rhonda knew 
this, and went to work to get those peo-
ple the help they needed in the most 
desperate of times,” he said.  

In June, Ray of Hope officially part-
nered with Domestic Violence 
Intervention Services (DVIS) of Tulsa to 
launch a certified response to domestic 
violence, sexual assault, and 
stalking for the Bartlesville area. 
The DVIS mission is to rebuild 
lives affected by domestic vio-
lence and sexual assault 

through advocacy, shelter, counseling, 
and education. 

“We have worked with the Oklahoma 
Office of the Attorney General, Victims of 
Crime Act grantors, and community 
leaders to fill the gaping hole for sur-
vivors of domestic abuse, sexual assault, 
and stalking,” Hudson said.  

“We now have a full-time court advo-
cate and case manager on-site at Ray of 
Hope to provide assistance with protec-
tive orders, court advocacy, safety 
planning, and assistance with emergency 
safe-shelter and transitional housing.”  

Beginning in this month, a full-time 
mental health professional will also be 
onsite to provide individual and family 
counseling for victims of child abuse, 

sexual assault, and domestic violence, 
as well as providing support and educa-
tional groups for clients. 

“Following the closure of Family Crisis 
and Counseling, our board and staff 
thoughtfully planned how we could best 
be a part of a solution, because we know 
children are not safe when families are 
not safe,” Ray of Hope Board President 
Jordan Ihrig said. “We’ve looked at child 
abuse and family violence trends both 
locally and nationally. There is a clear link 
between domestic violence and child 
abuse. We simply could not ignore this 
need in our community.” 

Ray of Hope serves families in Wash-
ington, Nowata and Osage Counties, as 
well as southern Kansas. 

Additional information 
on Ray of Hope can be 
found their website  
at www.rayofhopeac.org 

Stepping Up in a Time of Need
Ray of Hope Averted Crisis After FCC Closure
by John Howard

The Ray of Hope staff includes Michelle Ramsey, Shelbi Vik, Lori Rose, Rhonda Hudson, 
 Kara Marts, and Bobee Horn.

“It was a critical time for those needing help with access to 
our justice system.  Ray of Hope was one of those agencies 
that stepped up to help those in need.”  

— Associate Judge Russell Vaclaw
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Seniors Set for Season
Lydia is the daughter of Tonya and Tim Knollmeyer. She has 

one sister, Tori Knollmeyer. 

Outside of school volleyball & basketball, she plays club vol-
leyball. When not playing sports, she enjoys painting & baking. 

After high school, Lydia plans on playing college volleyball 
while earning a degree in Chemical Engineering. 

One of her favorite volleyball season memories is from the Still-
water Tournament her sophomore year, when the team stopped at 
The Pioneer Woman’s restaurant [The Mercantile in Pawhuska], 
where they had amazing food. 

Her advice to younger girls is to enjoy 
whatever you are doing right at this 
moment. “This is a cliché, but high 
school really does fly by. If you are 
constantly looking at what’s next, you 
are going to look back at the end of 
your senior year and realized you 
missed a lot. Do what you love and be 
passionate about every second of it. 
Cherish your moments in your Bruin Jer-
sey,” she said.

Brook is the daughter of Randy & 
Rhonda Bluhm. She has a younger 

brother, Carsten Bluhm. 

Some of her hobbies include hang-
ing out with friends, watching scary 
and funny — but not sappy — movies, 
workouts with the family to compete 
with them, and listening to music. 

Brooke plans on going to a four-year 
college and continue on to medical 

school, where there is a good pre-med pro-

gram and volleyball team.  She has visited Nebraska-area univer-
sities, where her family is from. 

One of her favorite volleyball memories is from the fifth set of 
regionals last year. The game close was and the winner would go 
on to play Stillwater to get a chance to go to State.  She tied the 
game on a line-shot kill.  She also enjoyed last year’s K-State camp, 
because of wonderful teammates who made it a blast. 

Her advice to younger girls is to get to know your teammates, 
because they will have your back.  Give it all you got every time 
you step on the court, and enjoy every minute — as it will be over 
in a heartbeat.

Julianna is the daughter of Jeff & Lori Ahlert. Her siblings 
include Amanda Vaclaw, Jon Eve, Matt Eve, Ivan Ahlert, and 
Isaac Ahlert. 

Julianna enjoys doing a lot of different things, but said some 
of her favorites are spending time with her friends & family, as 
well as traveling. 

Julianna plans on attending the University of Oklahoma. 

One of her favorite volleyball memories is making 13 consec-
utive aces against Broken Arrow her sophomore year. 

Her advice to younger volleyball girls 
is to always  work hard in practice. As 
cliche as it sounds, hard work will 
always trump talent in the end. She 
would also tell younger Bruins to 
remember to have fun and enjoy 
time with their teammates. Their sup-
port will help you get through difficult 
practices!  Have as much fun as you 
can while working hard!

Claire is the daughter of David & 
Sonja Settle. Her siblings include 
Jack & Brooke Settle. 

Claire enjoys hanging out with 
friends and being outside. 

Claire is still weighing her options 
after high school. She isn’t sure what 

she wants to do next, but said she definitely plans on going to 
college. She is undecided on a field of study. 

She said she had so many wonderful memories from volley-
ball, it would be impossible to pick her favorite. 

Her advice to younger volleyball girls is to not to give up on 
yourself or your teammates. Push through the obstacles and 
become the best player and team that you can be.

Lydia Knollmeyer

Brooke Bluhm

Julianna Ahlert

Claire Settle
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Making life work is our life’s work.
• Skilled nursing 

• Physical therapy 

• Occupational therapy 

• Speech therapy

• Personal care, hygiene 

• Companionship 

• Assistance with 
  errands 

• Medical social work 

• Transportation 

• Home-health 
  management

Free consultations, call 918.333.8500

      TSTSTT  MMUUUTT M  PMMPMMMP FFFP FF F     
3400 E Tuxedo Blvd, Suite A | www.clean-results.com

CALL TODAY! 918.331.9082

Let us take care
of the cleaning.

Make memories. 



Bartlesville High School Football 
will start the 2019 football season 
under the leadership of new Head 
Coach, Jason Sport.  

Sport is not a new face to the 
Bruins or coaching; he was the Bruin 
Defensive Coordinator in 2018 and 
brought 15 years of coaching expe-
rience with him. In 2016-2017, he 
helped lead the Jenks Trojans to the 
Oklahoma Class 6A-1 State Semifi-
nals under the coaching leadership 
of Hall of Fame Coach Alan Trimble. 
Prior to Jenks, Sport was on the 
coaching staff at Lincoln Christian 
(2012-2015), Greenwood, Arkansas 
(2011-2012 winning two 6A State 
Championships), and Sapulpa High 
School (2003-2009).  

Sport is an Alabama native who 
received his Bachelor’s degree from 
Northeastern State University in 
Tahlequah. He and his wife, Ruth, 
have four children: Braylon (13), Cay-
don (12), Addiley (9) and Chloe (1). 
When asked what he liked the best 
about Bartlesville, and why he chose 
to stay and coach the Bruins, Sport 
said, “I love how so many different 
groups of people in Bartlesville are 
working in the same direction. There 
are not many places where everyone 
is on the same page in regards to 
helping all of our students reach their 
fullest potential.”  

Sport brings an amazing ability to 
be a football coach and a life coach 
to the players under his leadership. 
This attitude translates to the 
coaches on his staff, as well. The 
sign above the coaching office 
reads “It’s not about you.”  Sport 
says that the sign “describes our 
staff personality. Our purpose is 

clear. We are here to serve our stu-
dent-athletes and community. 
Football is a resource that we use to 
reach more people.”  

 Personally, as a former football 
mom with a son who played his sen-
ior year under Jason Sport, I could 
not be more excited about the future 
of Bartlesville football. My son, Tom, 
played under three different coaches 
during high school. The coaching 
staff during his senior year of football 
was an amazing group of men, and it 

seemed like the Bruins had put all 
the right pieces in place.  

After that season ended and I told 
Tom that there would be yet another 
head coaching change at Bartlesville 
High School, he was immediately 
upset. But after just a few minutes of 
thought he said, “Mom, if they will give 
the head coaching job to Coach Sport, 
the Bruins will be just fine; they will be 
even better.” After spending time with 
Coach Sport and watching how he 
coached my son and the young men 
around him, I couldn’t agree more. 

Sport Takes Over Bruins
Former Defensive Coordinator Named Head Football Coach
by Beth Beard

Coach Sport with his wife, Ruth, and daughter Chloe.

AUGUST 2019 | b Monthly     75

IntrOductIOns



76     b Monthly | AUGUST 2019



A BIG Event for BBBS
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Oklahoma will host the 20th annual BIG Event 

dinner and auction on Saturday, August 17 at Hillcrest Country Club.  Hon-
orary Chairs are Cheryl & Kenny Green and Gina & Jeff Romines.  Music by 
pianist Wade Daniel will entertain guests with songs from around the world. 
Auctioneer Roger Skelly, along with emcee Clint Musselwhite are always wel-
come additions to the event. Gather your friends together for a party at our 
party! For information and tickets visit www.bigeventbartlesville.org. 

Presenting sponsors are ConocoPhillips, DSR, First Investment Corpora-
tion and Phillips 66.  “ConocoPhillips is proud to sponsor the Big Brothers 
Big Sisters BIG Event,” stated Karen Leinen, Bartlesville Community Relations. 

“We are fortunate to have an organization such as Big Brothers Big Sisters 
supporting families and children in our community. The Big Brothers Big Sis-
ters mentoring program is amazing, and with help from donors, community 
sponsors, dedicated staff and mentors, Big Brothers Big Sisters continues to 
empower youth to reach their full potential and achieve their dreams.”   

Jenny Brown, Phillips 66 Community Engagement, stated “Phillips 66’s 
continued contribution to Bartlesville’s Big Brothers Big Sisters demon-
strates the company’s commitment to the importance of mentoring youth 
and ensuring success for future generations.” 

Kenny & Cheryl Green are the 
owners of First Investment Corpo-
ration.  First Investment 
Corporation is a Registered Invest-
ment Advisor and an independent 
long-term financial planning & 
investment advisory firm that has 
operated out of Bartlesville since 
1985, servicing clients throughout 
the country.  Securities offered 
through Dominion Investor Serv-
ices Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC.  
They strive to maintain a life-work 
balance that promotes faith, family 
and friends.  They were married in 
2000 and have one son, Rylan. 

Cheryl, President of FIC, is the 
youngest daughter of Joyce and the late Jim Phillips.  She began her career 
with First Investment Corporation in 1993 after graduating from Oklahoma 
State University with a bachelor’s in finance and obtained her Series 7 
Securities license in 2001.  She is also a real estate associate with The Prop-
erty Exchange. 

Kenny, Vice President of FIC, grew up in the Texas Panhandle, graduat-
ing from Texas Tech University with a mechanical engineering degree. He 
enjoyed his engineering career but was always intrigued by finance and eco-

nomics. Kenny decided to make a career change and began working with 
First Investment Corporation in 2001, obtaining a Series 7 Securities license 
(2001), the CFP® (CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™) designation (2013) 
and Series 24 principal license (2017). 

FIC’s mission statement is:  To be a catalyst for life giving conversations; 
some of which happen to be financial ones.  Conversation and collaboration 
allow possibilities to emerge. 

“The real voyage of discovery consists not in seeking new lands, but in 
seeing with new eyes.”  Marcel Proust. “It’s through the mentoring of children 
that we as adults have the opportunity of seeing life with new eyes and see-
ing opportunities where we would not have otherwise. That is a why we 
appreciate and support Big Brothers Big Sisters,” says Kenny Green.  

Jeff and Gina began dating at 
Hector High School and married 
during college where Jeff studied 
Accounting and Gina studied Edu-
cation. Upon graduating from 
Arkansas Tech University in 1990 
with a bachelor of science in 
accounting, Jeff joined Conoco in 
Ponca City.  His career with Cono-
coPhillips has taken the family to 
Midland, Houston, Calgary, Kuala 
Lumpur, and now Bartlesville. In 
addition to being a Big Brother, Jeff 
is a mentor at the Bartlesville High 
School Freshman Academy and a 
board member for the Hope Harbor 
Children’s Home and Academy. 
Jeff enjoys tennis and reading. 

“Being a Big Brother is the most fun and personal way I’ve found to help 
someone.” says Jeff Romines, “You are filling a void-and it’s an important void; 
I know because I would have liked a Big Brother when I was young.  I challenge 
anyone to find a more fun way to make a difference. Baseball, racquetball, bas-
ketball, you name it; I even get to eat at McDonald’s (don’t tell Gina).” 

Gina has focused her time raising their two sons, Zac and Will, and as a 
volunteer in the communities where the family has lived. She currently vol-
unteers at the Jane Phillips Elementary Library and in other area public 
schools. Gina loves cats, crafts and reading. 

The family worships at the Adams Boulevard Church of Christ where Jeff 
serves as the benevolence deacon and Gina teaches regularly and serves 
as the pre-school education staffing coordinator. They are also foster parents, 
currently serving as respite providers in partnership with LilyField. 

KENNY & CHERYL GREEN

JEFF & GINA ROMINES
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You’re in the home stretch.  You’ve gotten through years of 
football practices, theater rehearsals, dance performances, math 
tutors, Spanish Club, and state testing.  Senior year is looming, 
when one night you wake up in a cold sweat.  College!  It may 
seem to be in another galaxy far, far away — but college is right 
around the corner. 

Parents of high school students go through the same ritual 
every year, going from soccer practice and homework, to col-
lege exams and the daunting prospect of how to pay for 
college.  Beyond Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), grants, schol-
arship websites (See resources list) and specific scholarships 
offered by colleges, Bartlesville High School is a port in the 
storm. Their website, found at www.BPSBHS.org, provides a 
list of scholarships available to primarily local, senior students 
through an application process, as well as a list of the top 175 
college scholarship in the country.  Each year, BHS counselors 
update the list of available scholarships, which include eligibil-
ity guidelines, award, application information, focus, 
benefactor, and deadlines.   

Over $200,000 in community scholarships is available each 
year.  “Keep watching” is the advice given by BHS administration. 
Scholarships generally become available in the fall of each year, 
but can sometimes be offered as late as spring. Not all scholar-
ships will be up on the site at any given time. Since scholarships 
come and go, and eligibility varies, parents and students are 
advised to stay on top of the website listing monthly, or even 
weekly.  While the major “full-ride” scholarships are most popular, 
smaller scholarships help with additional college expenses. 
Scholarships are generally awarded at the annual Senior Awards 
Ceremony the week before graduation.   

While most BPSBHS-listed scholarships are awarded via 
application process, a number of scholarships aren’t listed, 
because they are awarded by appointed school personnel who 
recognize student excellence and are responsible for choosing 
scholarship awardees.  Claudean Greene established the Charles 
B. Greene Memorial Scholarship in honor of her late son. Charles 
was a 1981 Honor Roll Sooner High graduate who lettered in 
football and track. He was one semester short of graduating with 
an accounting degree 
from Oklahoma State 
University when he 
unexpectedly died. 

“The purpose of the 
scholarship is to give 
recognition to boys 
who have participated 
in school sports, and 
are super achievers 

like my son Charlie,” Greene said. Students can be involved in 
any sport, and BHS coaches are responsible for choosing the 
recipient of the award.  “They are looking for a graduating senior 
boy with high morals, good grades, sportsmanship, and plans to 
attend college,” she said.  Colleges are not limited to Oklahoma, 
and awardees are given a cashier’s check during an appointed 
meeting with Greene. “It’s for students who demonstrate leader-
ship and recognize their opportunities. This scholarship is meant 
to get them through the college door,” she said. Of her 35 schol-
arship recipients, Greene stated each has his own success story, 
including physicians, PhD’s, engineers, accountants, a navy pilot, 
and a construction engineer.   Greene’s recipients gather each 
year in July and at Christmas to meet the new recipients. “We 
have our own little club. Our first recipient is 52 now, and has his 

own kids graduating 
from college. The older 
ones are leading the 
new ones by example. 
It is a pleasure for me 
to look forward to 
each year. All of them 
have proven they’re 
everything a mom 
could ever want.”  

Scholarships 101
Bartlesville High School Offers Great List of Opportunities
by Lori Roll

Resources 
FAFSA – Federal Student Aid 
BPSBHS.org – Counselors tab/Scholarships 
www.okhighered.org/okpromise - Oklahoma’s Promise  
www.fastweb.com – database with 1.5 million college scholarships 
www.okcollegestart.org – college advice, financial aid, scholarships, admission applications 
www.naviance.com – college and career website including scholarship searches 
Native American Tribes individual websites 
College websites with scholarships specific to their students 

CHARLES B. GREENE
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We are excited to announce

CHRIS LAVERS, PA-C  SINCE 2001

Aesthetic Dermatology specializing in Botox,  
Dermal fillers, Lip Augmentation,   

Kybella for submental fat removal.  
Trained extensively under one of the top injectors in  
the country, Larry Blevins, PA of Village Institute Of  

Plastic Surgery in Lady Lake, Florida.

A

Moxie On Second is a one-stop  
shop for unique gifts, apparel,  items 

to make you smile, and many 
Oklahoma-made products.

*Excludes G3 art

Mention this ad to receive

10 % Off

118 E 2nd St   •   Mon-Wed, Fri: 10am-5:30pm  •  Thurs: 10am-8pm  •  Sat: 10am-4pm   •   (918) 876-6943

Located in  
Downtown Bartlesville

*
your total 
purchase

WATCH FOR SCHEDULING INFORMATION AT: 
GAP MEDICAL CLINIC 

5120 E. Frank Phillips Blvd, Bartlesville  
918-876-4470 



As a child, Chris Lavers’ favorite pastime 
was playing with modeling clay. He would 
spend countless hours sculpting and molding 
it into favorites shapes and figures, like foot-
ball helmets and army men. He never 
dreamed his simple hobby would impact 
what he’d someday do for a living as a der-
matological and medical aesthetics 
physicians assistant. As an adult, Chris is still 
sculpting, but now — at Lavers Aesthetics — 
he helps people create a look they love. 

“I find the artistry involved in helping peo-
ple achieve a pleasing aesthetic is something 
I love as well,” said Lavers. “More importantly, 
the time I get to spend with some pretty 
amazing people is the greatest reward. Aes-
thetic appointments take longer than typical 
medical appointments, and so I’m blessed to 
get to know people in more meaningful ways 
than a typical 10-minute appointment allows.” 

Chris Lavers moved from Kansas City to 
Bartlesville with his wife and two daughters 
10 years ago to be closer to family and 
friends.  He grew up in Newkirk, Oklahoma, 
then graduated from the University of Central 
Oklahoma, before joining the U.S. Air Force. 
He served as an aircraft crash survival 
instructor and a paratrooper before entering 
the Interservice Physician Assistant Program, 
accredited through the University of 
Nebraska College of Medicine. He has been 
a physicians assistant since 2001. 

Since 2009, Lavers was the PA for Dr. 
David Eslicker and Dr. Tamara Hill at Regional 
Dermatology. Following that, he was the PA 
for Hill Dermatology.  He provided injectable 
aesthetic dermatology services — such as 
Botox and dermal fillers — as well as both 
general dermatology and surgical dermatol-
ogy. Lavers says his transition from 
dermatology to medical aesthetics has been 
a long time coming. 

“I resisted the transition for years, mistak-
enly thinking it wouldn’t be as rewarding as 
helping people with ‘more serious medical 
problems.’  Ultimately, nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth,” said Lavers. “In hindsight, 
specializing in dermatology left me uniquely 

positioned to make this transition to medical 
aesthetics a rewarding one for both me and 
my patients.” 

Chris and wife/business partner Cory 
look forward to the new adventure of operat-
ing Lavers Aesthetics together. The new 
practice opened its doors in July, partnering 
with Dr. Tom Britt’s Gap Medical Clinic.  Cory 
runs the administrative side, while Chris 
focuses on medical and aesthetic care. Their 
hope is to see the practice and the services 
they offer grow and expand. 

“In the first phase, we’ll start by offering 
injectable Botox, dermal fillers, and Kybella 
for fat removal under the chin. In subsequent 
phases, we plan to add aesthetician services, 
and then radiofrequency microneedling and 
laser services,” said Lavers. “Opening our 
own practice has already been both chal-
lenging and rewarding. In keeping with our 
specialty, Cory and I look forward to sculpt-
ing Lavers Aesthetics into the vision we see 
in our mind’s eye … which is focusing on 
aesthetic excellence and relationships.” 

 When not busy running their business,  
Chris and Cory are busy running their two 
teenage daughters around.  

 “As you might imagine, we spend a lot of 
time with teenagers coming and going at our 

house. We never know how many extras 
might be there for dinner, and we wouldn’t 
have it any other way,” said Chris.  “Also, 
we’re a musical family, so there’s a lot of 
singing around the piano or guitar, and 
always an impromptu performance going on 
somewhere at our house. My most cherished 
time is at the end of the day, however. 
Regardless of how busy the day might have 
been, we end every day together as a family 
with conversation and prayer.  That’s the 
good stuff.” 

 Chris says meaningful relationships in life 
are what’s most important, and also what he 
enjoys the most about practicing medicine. 

 “My patients and I have laughed together, 
cried together, supported and shared our 
lives — because of the trust and genuine 
care we have for each other,” said Lavers. 

“I’m an introvert by nature, and if someone 
had told me 20 years ago that I’d feel this 
way today, I’d have thought them to be crazy. 
I’m blessed to know so many wonderful peo-
ple I wouldn’t have had the opportunity to 
know if it weren’t for the work I do, so for that 
I’m truly grateful.” 

 Lavers Aesthetics is located at Gap Med-
ical Clinic - 5120 E Frank Phillips Blvd, 
Bartlesville - 918-876-4470. 

Sculpting New Futures
Lavers Aesthetics Helps People Create a Look They Love
by Ann-Janette Webster

Chris & Cory Lavers look forward to the new adventure of operating Lavers Aesthetics.
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Empty Bowls Fill Stomachs
Annual Agape Mission Fundraiser Set for August 27
by Kelsey Walker

Agape Mission of Bartlesville opened its new, spacious 
facility last fall — and just in time, as the number of peo-
ple coming through the doors continues to increase. 

Agape’s former location, at 309 S. Bucy, could only 
seat 40 people at a time. The new facility, right around the 
corner at 555 SW Cass, seats up to 92 people in its bright, 
airy dining room. Still, the nonprofit is feeding more peo-
ple than ever. 

“We had 104 new people last month that we’ve never 
seen before,” said Executive Director Sherri Smith. 

In June, Agape served an average of 250 meals a day 
— 4,102 meals for the month — to the hungry, hurting, and 
homeless in Washington County. They were all fed with 
dignity and love, as is the mantra of the mission. Agape 
offers onsite prepared meals for those in need, from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Monday through Saturday (closed all national 
holidays). The nonprofit also operates a Food 4 Kids pro-
gram during the school year, which sends 2,600 sacks 
of nutritious snack items a month home with 
local school children who are at risk of 
going hungry over the weekends. More 
than 600 sacks went home with local 
youngsters attending summer 
school in June. 

The nondenominational out-
reach center opened on 
February 1, 2000, supported by 
First Assembly of God Church, 
and received its designation as 
a nonprofit in 2001. Agape Mis-
sion is now supported by 
several churches, businesses, 
civic organizations, and individuals 
in the community, as well as the 
Bartlesville Regional United Way. 

The capital campaign for the new facility 
is still underway through 2019. Just over $130,000 
is needed to completely pay off the $1.6 million, 9,765-
square-foot facility, Smith says. The former facility on Bucy 
is also for sale, which will either help pay for the capital 
campaign or go to a building fund for the new facility. 

This month, the community also has an opportunity to 
offer a show of support for the soup kitchen by attending 

the Empty Bowls luncheon. The 11th annual event, which 
is Agape’s only fundraiser, is set for 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
August 27, at the Bartlesville Community Center. Nearly 
40 local vendors will offer a tasting menu for the 

lunchtime event. Attendees also get to select 
from an assortment of nearly 800 hand-

painted, one-of-a-kind bowls. Smith 
notes that Cindy Kuehler, of Nowata, 

along with the help of a circle of 
fellow artists, create the gift 

bowls each year. 

“Every year, they just 
outdo themselves,” Smith 
said. 

Tickets for the event are 
$25, and can be purchased 

online via the Empty Bowls 
Facebook page, at Agape 

Mission, or at the door. To-go 
meals will also be available. 

“We’re just very thankful that 
Empty Bowls blossomed into what it 

has,” Smith said. “We just appreciate 
Bartlesville and everything they do. Bartlesville is such 

a unique community because of the caring people who 
live here — not every community is this way.” 

For more information, visit agapebartlesville.com, find 
The Agape Mission of Bartlesville on Facebook, or call 
918-336-5410.



A Promise Kept
War Bullet Removed After WWII Veteran Passed Away
by Tim Hudson

A bit of national and personal history is now in the pos-
session of a World War II veteran’s son.  

“My father had the bullet in his 
back since July 27, 1944,” 
Bartlesvile resident John 
Stephenson said of his father, 
Jack Stephenson.  

Jack passed away on June 3 
of this year, at the age of 94. 
After passing, family members 
had a bullet a German soldier 
shot him with removed, fulfilling 
a promise they had made to him 
for years.  

“We always kidded him that when he died we would cut 
it out and keep it,” John said.  

“He’d just laugh, but that’s exactly what we did.”  

As the story goes, the elder Stephenson said that 
the injury likely happened the second day of the Nor-
mandy invasion.  

“His story is that it was was the second day of Nor-
mandy. He said there was a lot of fighting going on, and 
he had several near misses before he was actually shot. 
Before he was hit, his squad was pinned down by a Ger-
man sniper,” John said.  

“It was probably a guy with an automatic weapon that 
was firing to keep people back. They had been hiding 
being a hedge and he popped his head up and he was hit.” 

The bullet went through Jack’s neck, severed his cor-
rotid artery, his jugular and his windpipe.  

“Basically every thing in his neck on one side. He had 
a tracheotomy in a field hospital”, John said. “They were 
more concerned with the wound to his neck than they 
were the bullet, and he wasn’t bothered by it so they left 
it in. They got him out and took him to England. He rode 
a troop ship back home, and ended up in California, 
where they treated him,” John said. “They were waiting 
for a specialist to show up and he never came in, so the 
doctor just tied everything off. He had no blood flow on 
that side of his neck. And he adapted to it. He eventually 

had two different colored eyes from it. One of his eyes 
changed stories.” 

John said that growing up, he heard the story of the 
bullet many, many times.  

“He would let us feel it in his back,” John said. “He just 
barely missed turning 95; his birthday was July 12, and 
he died on June 3.” 

There is some question as to what kind of bullet was 
lodged in Jack Stephenson for all those years.  

“It looks like a 9mm, and I’ve done some research try-
ing to find out what it was. He always referred to it as a 

“burp gun,” John said. “From what I can tell, it was the 
kind with the folding stock that the Germans have in the 
movies. It was issued to senior officers and was com-
monly used by airborne units. I looked at the timeframe, 
and where the armies were situated, and in his vicinity 
there was an airborne unit that was the closest to him. So 
that’s what I think, but I can’t prove anything.”  

For his bravery and sacrifice, Jack was given a Purple 
Heart and was later awarded to the Bronze Star.  

For now Jack’s bullet will stay with family in 
Bartlesville….. 

JACK STEPHENSON
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CrossRoads Baptist Church is 
slated to host its 3rd Annual Law 
Enforcement Appreciation Day 
(LEAD) in the fall.  

Officers and personnel of the 
Bartlesville Police Department and 
the Washington County Sheriff’s 
Office, along with their families,  are 
invited to attend this special service.  

Started in 2017, this day is to 
show local law enforcement how 
much their community appreciates 
their service. Hosted by CrossRoads 
Baptist Church, local organizations 
and businesses have generously 
contributed to the success of this 
event. Some businesses donate 
services, some donate money to 
purchase other prizes, and some 

restaurants donate food to feed all of 
those in attendance.  

The first year, the church saw 
about 50 officers, personnel, and 
family members attend LEAD. The 
second year, the event more than 
doubled.  

Officers and their families are 
treated to special speakers, a full 
lunch, and door prizes. Special 
speakers have included veteran and 
rookie officers from other depart-
ments, as well as chaplains.  

“We want the officers in Bartlesville 
to know how much they are appreci-
ated. Working closely with these 
officers as a chaplain, I know these 
officers are first rate officers that do 

not do the job for the money. They 
love what they do and they love the 
community they serve. They need to 
know that their community appreci-
ates them and the sacrifices they 
and their families make on a daily 
basis,” said Pastor Brian Schexnay-
der. “Not only the officers, but the 
office staff and dispatchers are vital 
members of the law enforcement 
community. Though they serve 
behind the scenes, their service is 
invaluable.” 

 If you or your business would like 
to participate as a sponsor, please 
contact Pastor Brian Schexnayder at 
CrossRoads Baptist Church by call-
ing (918)333-4440 or by email 
at bpdchaplain.brian@gmail.com 

Police Appreciation
CrossRoads Baptist Church to Host Day for Law Enforcement
by Brian Schexnayder
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