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918-213-4899 
www.cadywealthmanagement.com 
4160 SE Adams Rd, Bartlesville, OK  74006 

Get a second opinion on your  
financial health. 

Investors have survived market swings and corrections before.  But a twinge of uncertainty may 
have you wondering if you should get another opinion to help confirm your wealth is in the right 
place.  That’s why we’ve made it as easy as we can to have a complimentary, face-to-face meeting. 
 

Maybe you just want to know if you’re really on track for retirement or if your investments could be 
better aligned to your goals.  Or in the process of working hard for your money, you worry you’ve 
overlooked some necessary steps to transfer your wealth. 
 

Whatever’s on your mind, we’re here to listen, and we’ll help you evaluate your plan.  Give us a call to 
schedule your appointment today.  It’s free, and there’s no obligation.  Then you can decide if your 
wealth is getting the care it deserves. 

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-
dealer and nonbank a�liate of Wells Fargo and Company. 

Investment and insurance products: NOT FDIC-Insured/NO Bank Guarantee/MAY Lose Value 

0119-02611 
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UPFRONT

It is really hard to believe that I am writ-
ing the December Upfront ... I sit here 
reflecting on this year and thinking — where 
did the months, weeks, and days go? When 
Christy and I went to Pawhuska to shoot the 
cover photo with our famous Santa Claus 
(Ron Adams), it seemed to us like just yes-
terday that we printed our “Back to School” 
issue. For this December cover, I wanted to 
have Santa in a church praying, with the 
stained glass in the background. I love this 
cover and the message that I hope every-
one takes from it. What I wanted this cover 
to convey is simply that no one is too big or 
too small to pray to God for grace, guidance, 
gratitude, and direction for this journey in life 
that I call the “Dance!”  

In the feature story this month, Kay Little 
wrote about the history of the beautiful 
stained glass showcased in our area 
churches. The cover photo, taken by Mr. 
Tony Lehmer, who photographs our Santa 
cover every year, captured this beautiful pic-
ture in Pawhuska’s Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church. If you have never been to 
this church, you have to go. The fascinating 
history and breathtaking stained glass are 
worth the trip.  

We also put together a Holiday Gift 
Guide for all you shoppers. We feature some 
great gift ideas from stores in the area, to 
help make shopping a little easier this year. I 
do want to take this time to thank all the 
businesses that have embraced our vision 
and chosen to advertise with us this year. 
Each month we put together this free, 88-
page magazine, and without these 
merchants advertising their businesses here, 
there would be no magazine. Shop local to 
keep our dollars here, and let these busi-
nesses know you saw their ad in bMonthly.  

December brings together family, which 
for us is the most important part of our lives. 
As our six kids continue to grow, we are 
blessed to have all of our kids within three 
hours of Bartlesville. Two of our babies are 
married (and one more will be in February!) 
and they are beginning their own holiday 
traditions.  

There is so much to do and see in 
Bartlesville and the surrounding area over 
this next month, beginning December 6th 
with Christmas in the ‘Ville. Downtown 
Bartlesville transforms into a winter wonder-
land with ice skating, Santa Claus, horse- 
drawn carriage rides, and lights everywhere! 
In Johnstone Park, you have Fantasyland of 

Lights open nightly through December 30. 
One of our favorite family traditions is to 
drive out to Woolaroc for its annual Wonder-
land of Lights, where there is lots to see and 
do. It's open Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
5-9 p.m. through December 22.  

I want to end this final Upfront of 2019 
with a few words that have been on my heart 
the last few weeks. Many of you know we 
lost a dear friend, a great father, brother, son, 
and husband Spence Rigdon a few weeks 
ago. What a legacy he leaves behind for all 
the young men he coached and the many 
students that he taught. When we lost Tyler, 
he was there to help James through some 
rough patches felt by not playing baseball 
with his older brother. Spence will be greatly 
missed. We also had to say goodbye to a 
sweet angel girl, Beckett Hope, who was just 
three years old. Her parents were told by 
every doctor she would never see her one-
month birthday. What is amazing about this 
is that we met Beckett only one time. We 
were doing a story on pediatric therapy and 
had the pleasure and honor to meet this 
God-sent miracle. She defied every doctor 
and anyone who told her or her parents that 
she couldn't do something ... she did it, and 
did it Beckett’s way!  

I end by saying that we pray for each of 
you who read these words that God may 
bless you and your family, and that He may 
bring healing, comfort, peace, and love to 
each of you. We pray that this holiday you 
will be with your family, no matter how near 
or far they may be, and that God will bring 
you together so you can make lasting mem-
ories. Thank you for such an incredible year. 
Christy and I are truly humbled and blessed. 
We say thank you to all of our thousands of 
readers. Merry Christmas from our family to 
yours! God Bless!  

Keith and Christy 
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Play with us on December 28 to win your share 
of over $157,000 in cash and free play. Hourly 
drawings for free play beginning at 4pm with 

cash grand prize drawings starting at 8pm.  
Start earning entries December 8.

Come ring in the New Year with us on December 
31 and win your share of over $90,000 in CASH! 
Hourly cash drawings beginning at 5pm with 

grand prize drawings starting at 11pm.  
Start earning entries December 11.

Must be 18 to Play. Management Reserves All Rights. See Player Services for Details.

TULSA • BARTLESVILLE • SAND SPRINGS 
HOMINY • PAWHUSKA • PONCA CITY • SKIATOOK

osagecasino.com  

In Cash & Prizes December 28 & 31
Across All Locations

Our local team has over 350 years of  combined experience to serve you and your family.

Trust your investments and your future to Arvest Wealth Management.

(918) 337-4309 
arvest.com/wealth

Investment products and services provided by Arvest Investments, Inc., doing business as Arvest Wealth Management, member FINRA/SIPC, an SEC registered 
investment adviser and a subsidiary of Arvest Bank. Insurance products made available through Arvest Insurance, Inc., which is registered as an insurance agency. 
Insurance products are marketed through Arvest Insurance, Inc. but are underwritten by unaffiliated insurance companies. Trust services provided by Arvest Bank.

Investments and Insurance Products: Not a Deposit
Not FDIC Insured      Not Insured by Any Federal Government Agency      May Go Down in Value

Not Guaranteed by the Bank or its Affiliates

STRENGTH IN NUMBERS
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ONCE UPON A TIME

A Christmas Long Remembered
Christmas Taught Us it is More Blessed to Give than to Receive
by Rita Thurman Barnes

Once upon a time, even I was a little wisp of a girl whose 
heart was set this time of year upon all things Christmas. I 
dreamt of reindeer, sleigh bells and gingerbread men and was 
holding my breath that the little old man dressed in red and 
white would find his way down my chimney top. 

There were four of us Thurman siblings and I was the baby 
of the lot by 14 years. But Mama loved to shop for all of us at 
Christmastime. When I was as young as I was in the photo you 
see here, I assumed that Mama was Santa’s helper and just 
accepted the fact that many of the things I watched her buy 
ended up under the Christmas tree. 

On this particular Christmas in 1951, I was happy for another 
reason than the usual selfish one most little kids entertain. You 
see, one especially tall box under the Christmas tree I’m sitting 
by over 60 years ago was a mystery to me. As soon as breakfast 
was over, Mama invited me to go with her to J.C. Penney’s to 
shop for a new housecoat for my older sister. I have no idea why 
this excited me so much except that I was getting to help pick 
it out.  

We lived in Borger, Texas and at the time, Penney’s was 
comparable to a shopping mall today. It took my mom a while 
to dress because, back then, women wore dresses, hose and 
heels to do their everyday shopping. Even little girls such as I 
wore dresses perhaps with leggings underneath if the weather 
was cold enough.  

We got in the family car and headed for town even though 
my mama didn’t have a driver’s license and we parked the car 
smack-dab in front of the good ole Penney store. I remember to 
this day that Mama made me vow not to tell my sister about the 
new Christmas housecoat she would soon find wrapped under 
the tree on Christmas morning. I gave her my word and she 
even let me carry the beautifully wrapped box to the car 
although it was more than half as big as I was. According to my 

maturing memory, Mama chose a 
few more Christmas presents that 
day and then we headed home. 

My favorite winter past-time in 
1951 was listening to little Christ-
mas records that I had received the 
year before along with the child 
sized record player that played Dis-
ney Christmas music. We lived in a 
new 3-bedroom house. One for my 
parents, one for my sister and one 
that spanned the width of the 
house at the back for my tall, 
teenaged brothers.  

I was yet a twinkle in my daddy’s eye when the house in 
Borger was built so I didn’t have a room of my own and for 
some reason I didn’t seem to mind it at all. I played that little 
record player anywhere my heart desired and I bode my time till 
Christmas.  

When the big day came, the first thing I wanted to do was to 
hand that J.C. Penney box to my sister because I just knew how 
happy it was going to make her. When I did so, she handed it 
back to me and suggested I open it for her. I didn’t understand 
but did as I was told and as I opened the box what I saw 
shocked my little kid’s brain to no end. It was a big walky-talky 
doll and it made my heart so happy.  

I couldn’t understand where the housecoat had gone but I 
don’t remember worrying about it. My doll finally went its merry 
way but I think the big lesson I learned that Christmas from my 
mama and my big sister was that it is indeed more blessed to 
give than it is to receive. Merry Christmas to you all!
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FOR YOU, FOR YOUR LOVED ONE: 
Start the healing from addiction today.

24/7 Admissions // 855-339-1216 
valleyhope.org/location/cushing

Get Help. Find Hope.
// Valley Hope of Cushing offers high-quality substance use treatment         
    in a comfortable residential setting.
// On-site medical detox,  medication-assisted therapy and family program options.
// Compassionate, comprehensive care provided by a team of clinical experts.

//////  Hope. For Life.  //////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

A Gift for the Community from 
The Bartlesville Chamber of Commerce 

Sponsored by: 

Opening Night 
Friday, Dec. 6th 

6-9PM

Tree & Park Lighting, 
Outdoor Ice Rink, Food 
Trucks, Frozen Characters, 
Cookie Decorating with 
3 Kids & a Cake Bakery, 
Movies in the Park, Carriage 
Rides,  and Santa! 

Public Hours 
Dec. 6th-20th

 Friday Family Skate 3-6pm
children 10 & under with adult 

Fridays 6-9pm
Sat. & Sun. 1-9pm 

Dec. 21st - Jan. 5th 
Daily 1-9pm

Enjoy Historic Downtown 
Bartlesville with outdoor 
ice skating, carriage rides, 
movies in the park, Santa 
sightings, holiday photo ops 
and so much more!

Closed Christmas Day 
Dec. 24th & 31st - 1-5pm

BARTLESVILLE.COM
For all Details and Hours 

201 SW KEELER BARTLESVILLE, OK
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COMMUNITY

Christmas in the ‘Ville
Popular Downtown Holiday Attraction Back for 3rd Year
by Mike Wilt

It’s the most wonderful time of the year for downtown as the 
Bartlesville Regional Chamber of Commerce hosts its third 
annual “Christmas in the ‘Ville” festival. The month-long event 
will feature a real ice skating rink located just north of the Cham-
ber Depot at 201 SW Keeler. Sponsored by Sutterfield Financial 
Group, the festival will open December 6 and continue through 
January 5, 2020.  

“We are excited to bring back this fun entertainment gift to 
our community,” said Chamber President/CEO Sherri Wilt. “We 
have a really special downtown and the Chamber staff wants to 
highlight that, especially during the holidays.  

The Chamber’s property will be magically lit from the Depot 
Park at Frank Phillips Blvd. All the way to the north parking lot 
where the vintage AT&SF No. 940 locomotive is displayed. One 
can climb aboard the train and blow the whistle. Four other train 
cars including a caboose are also featured.  

All have been lovingly restored and provide a beautifully-lit 
backdrop to the west side of the ice rink. The rink’s north end 
features trees nestled among a backdrop of red brick buildings 
that take skaters back to another era.  

Rink Public Open Hours 
December  6- 20 

•    Fridays 3-6 p.m. Family Skate Time reserved for families with 
     kids under 10 
•    Fridays 6-9 p.m. Open to the Public 
•    Saturdays & Sundays 1-9 p.m. Open to the Public 

December 21-January 5 
•    Daily 1-9 p.m. Open to the Public 
•    December 24 & 31 1-5 p.m. Open to the Public 

The Rink will be closed Christmas day. 
Admission to the rink is $10 per person and includes skates and 
unlimited time. Besides the carriage rides, all other activities are 
free. There is also plenty of free parking behind the Chamber 
train depot just across the railroad tracks on Frank Phillips Blvd. 

Festival Features 
•    Horse drawn carriage rides  
     through downtown during  
     public open hours.  
•    Movies in the park each evening  
     with hay bales set up like a little 
     drive-in on the north lawn in  
     front of the depot. Families can 
     enjoy watching nostalgic  
     Christmas movies. 
•    Games on the south lawn  

•    Great photo opportunities including the 12-foot walk- 
     through lighted ornament, the 18-foot Christmas tree, the big 
     red sleigh, or at any other designated photo-op stops.  
•    Santa and Mrs. Claus will be available every Saturday  
     from 1-3 for visits while sitting in the big red sleigh. They  
     can also be found strolling during most public hours and  
     stopping to visit with the young and the young at heart.  

Opening Night Community Celebration - Friday, December 6 
•    Park and tree-lighting ceremony begins at 6 p.m.  
•    Food trucks 
•    Characters from Frozen – Anna, Elsa, and Olaf. They will also 
     be at the rink Saturday, December 7 from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.  
•    Visits with Santa and Mrs. Claus 
•    Cookie decorating with 3 Kids and a Cake Bakery 
•    Downtown Crawl with lots of great prizes 
•    Strolling carolers through downtown 
•    Many other surprises  

Wilt said that creating a family-friendly, old-fashioned Christ-
mas atmosphere in the heart of downtown is designed to attract 
visitors from near and far.  

“We want to set ourselves apart from other holiday rinks by 
surrounding guests with beauty and entertainment. We invite 
people to join us for some frosty family fun and create special 
holiday memories.”  

For more information, visit www.bartlesville.com and follow 
on Facebook at Bartlesville Christmas in the Ville. 



Nan & Frank 
Morrison
by Kelsey Walker

Nan Morrison and her husband, the 
late Frank E. Morrison, have created a 
legacy of faith and service during their 
many years as educators, business own-
ers, and volunteers in the Bartlesville 
community. 

Frank E. Morrison was born Novem-
ber 26, 1931, to James and Martha 
Morrison, east of Morris in Okmulgee 
County. He attended Morris Public 
Schools, graduating in 1949, and was 
president of his class. Following high 
school, Frank received his bachelor’s 
degree from the University of Oklahoma 
then served in the U.S. Army. He later 
joined his father in business in 
Bartlesville at Williams Supply and Pump, 
which evolved into Ace Hardware and 
relocated to 209 N. Quapaw. Quapaw 
Ace Hardware was the first Ace store in 
Oklahoma. 

Nan Kennedy was born October 3, 
1934, in Checotah, the oldest daughter 
of Ernest and Norma Kennedy. She 
attended Checotah schools, graduating 
with the class of 1952. She attended 
Connors State College and Oklahoma 
Baptist University, where she graduated 
with a bachelor’s degree in education in 
1955. 

The foundation for her teaching 
career had been laid in her own first-
grade class years prior. 

“My first-grade teacher told me, and 
this was 30 years afterward, that I 
remembered more things that happened 
in the first grade than any other student 
she had,” Nan recalled. “I even used 
some of those illustrations in my own 
classrooms years later. I truly felt called 
to the profession.” 

She taught for one year in Fairfax, 
before moving to Bartlesville to teach 
first grade at Jane Phillips Elementary, in 
1956. When the brand new Wilson Ele-
mentary School opened its doors in 1957, 

Nan was the first first-grade teacher 
there, and later taught second grade. 

Frank and Nan met at the Singles 
Department at First Baptist Church, and 
were married on June 10, 1961, in 
Checotah. They have one son, Alan, and 
made their home in Bartlesville, with the 
exception of one year. 

Frank’s love of young people devel-
oped through his volunteer service to 
Little League, Scouts, and teaching Sun-
day School — and eventually led him to 
teach high school. He earned a master’s 
degree from Oklahoma State University, 
and later a doctorate in education from 
Tulsa University. During his teaching 
career, he taught Distributive Education 
(DECA), served as media director, and 
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later as assistant principal of College 
High School. Under his leadership, his 
DECA class won first in the state in their 
competition. 

“He could find the good in every stu-
dent,” son Alan recalled at his father’s 
memorial service. “His finest hour was 
matching students to teachers to 
develop the best in the student.” 

During the summer between each 
school year, Frank would analyze each 
and every student, determine their learn-
ing style, and match each student with a 
teacher. Hands-on learners were 
matched with teachers who led hands-
on projects such as soap-making, Nan 
recalled, and college-minded young-
sters needing a challenge were matched 
with teachers who required a lot out of 
their students. 

“He loved teaching,” Nan recalled. 

As for Nan, she received a master’s 
degree from Northeastern State Univer-
sity in 1960, then a School 
Administrator’s Certificate from Tulsa 
University. She was named principal at 
Wilson in 1975, serving until 1984. 

One of the remaining tangible things 
from her tenure is the stoplight along 
Tuxedo Boulevard that stops motorists 
so children who live to the south can 
safely cross the four-lane street. It was 
something Nan advocated for to the 
Bartlesville City Council. 

Frank left the education field after 15 
years and returned to the hardware busi-
ness. Following 29 years in education, 
Nan joined Frank at Ace Hardware. The 
business survived the devastating flood 
of 1986 and the couple operated Qua-
paw Ace Hardware until 1997. 

Due to back problems and a severe 
fall, Frank was forced to use a wheelchair. 
But Nan said he accepted the chair as a 
challenge, and continued to run the hard-
ware store and make contributions to his 
community — as well as remodel 10 
houses. 

“He could transfer to and from the 
wheelchair and that enabled him to do it,” 
she marveled. “Have you ever put in new 
plumbing, wired a house, refinished 
floors, or laid tile when your main way of 
moving is a wheelchair?” 

Frank served on the first committee 
of the Chamber of Commerce that 
designed and implemented the “Shop at 
Home” Christmas drawing. He also 
served the city as a member and secre-
tary of the Traffic Committee. Nan 
recalled that he was an ardent baker, 
crafting his signature recipes for cinna-
mon rolls and pies to gift to family and 
friends. 

Nan and Frank were active members 
of First Baptist Church, serving in a mul-
titude of positions. After closing the 
hardware store, they devoted themselves 
to the operation of rent property, remod-
eling homes, caring for family, and 
volunteering at the Price Tower. In the 
first 10 years of being a docent there, 
Nan had people from 24 foreign coun-
tries on her tours, and met scores of 
people that enriched her life. 

After an extended illness, Frank 
passed away in October of 2018. But, 
even in death, he continued his role as an 
educator. 

“He was a teacher at heart,” Nan said. 
“Upon his death, he gave his body to OU 
Medical School so that future doctors in 
their anatomy class could continue to 
learn from him.” 

His impact on his former students 
cannot be understated. Among those 
who cherished the late educator’s role in 
their life were Earl Sears, a former princi-
pal himself and later state representative, 
who called Frank “his hero” and modeled 

his life after the educator. Jo Crabtree 
credited just three people for influencing 
her life: her father, her husband and 
teacher Frank Morrison. And former stu-
dent Marilyn Minter put Frank on the 
same level as her esteemed father, Lloyd 
Minter. 

Those and countless other students 
were influenced by the humble, compas-
sionate Frank, and Nan as well — 
students who went on to become brain 
surgeons, race car drivers, dentists, hair-
dressers, school board members, 
mechanics, opera singers, police chiefs, 
scientists, and even teachers themselves. 

“These are the blessings of being a 
teacher,” Nan said. “We didn’t make a 
fortune, but reaped the rewards of love.” 

Nan continues to serve as a docent at 
Price Tower, and enjoys seeing her 

“extended family” of former students and 
their parents, who continue to hold a 
special place in her heart. One of her 
greatest blessings is for an adult to say, 

“You were my teacher.” 

“A few years ago, I went to the class-
room of a little girl that I had taught and 
she was now a teacher,” Nan recalled. 

“The children were out on the playground, 
and she called them all over. She intro-
duced me to them as the reason she was 
a teacher. That was really my finest hour.”
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2019
Sponsored by American Heritage Bank

Chad Upton & Devin Gaines 
1400 S. Osage Ave.

Scott Holz 
1209 S Cherokee Ave.

*Karen & David Oakley 
2033 Coventry Lane

*Sugar Plum Shoppe here 
**Bake Shop and Frozen Enchilada Sale here

All proceeds to benefit  
Ballet Bartlesville Productions

**Gretchen & Mike Sise 
2200 Kristin Lane

Homс on Tour

Friday, December 13th, 7-9:30 p.m. 
Saturday, December 14th, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Sunday, December 15th, 1-4 p.m. 
Ticket Price: $15 Pre-Tour | $20 At the Door

Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker
Prepare to be enchanted…

December 21 and 22 

Tickets at www.BartlesvilleCommunityCenter.com
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Christmas à la Carte
Bartlesville Civic Ballet Fundraiser Set for December 13-15
by Maria Gus

Bartlesville Civic Ballet ushers in tradition with its 2019 
Christmas à la Carte, taking place December 13-15.  This long-
standing holiday celebration is the perfect way to make your 
days merry and bright. The fundraiser benefits the longtime 
dance company and takes place the weekend prior to their clas-
sic performance of The Nutcracker.  

Christmas à la Carte features four beautifully decorated 
homes and also includes a Sugar Plum Shoppe and the ever-
popular Bake Shop and Enchilada Sale. The Sugar Plum 
Shoppe features nutcrackers, gifts, home decor, and ornaments.  

Decorated homes include 
those owned by Chad Upton 
and Devin Gaines, Scott Holz, 
Karen and David Oakley, and 
Gretchen and Mike Sise. The holiday 
tour includes classic charmers, 
modern beauties, and Upton and 
Gaines’ popular Airbnb getaway.  

Does the combination of enchi-
ladas, Christmas decorations, and 
ballet really bring the holiday 
spirit? 
Absolutely, 
said Christ-
mas à la Carte Chair Kathy 
Zervas. 

“Friday night is my favorite night,” 
said Zervas, “I can’t wait to see how the 
homes are decorated, but it’s also a joy 
to experience the feel of the home and 
the everyday décor.” Zervas also 
highlighted the enchilada sale, 
because the tasty tradition 
usually sells out quickly.  

“It’s just nice to see people out, 
and it’s such a festive time,” added Zervas.  

Bartlesville Civic Ballet’s production of The 
Nutcracker would not be possible without the sup-
port of Christmas à la Carte sponsor American 
Heritage Bank. The ballet company is also sup-
ported by the Oklahoma Arts Council, the National 
Endowment for the Arts, ConocoPhillips, and 
Phillips 66. 

This year, The Nutcracker features two new guest 
artists, the incredibly talented Lauren Kennedy and 

Alexander Akulov. The company will also feature five graduating 
seniors.  

“The beauty of having a pre-professional ballet company is 
that our dancers are able to dance roles they would never have 
the opportunity to do in a large city,” said Zervas. “Bartlesville 
Civic Ballet gives them the experience and the exposure to 

dance these classic ballets.”  

Co-Artistic Director Soili Arvola not only choreo-
graphs performances, but also designs and creates 
the costumes. Co-Artistic Director Katie Matney and 

Instructor Katie 
Boatwright work dili-

gently with 70 dancers 
from the company to bring 

The Nutcracker to life. 
Bartlesville Civic Ballet also 

holds open auditions each year for the 
production. This year promises plenty of little 

angels and mice to enjoy.  

Tickets for Christmas à la Carte can be purchased at Moxie 
on Second, American Heritage Bank, or Buttercup Market and 
are $15 pre-tour and $20 at the door.  

The Nutcracker takes place December 21 at 7:30 p.m. and 
December 22 at 2 p.m. Tickets are available at the Bartlesville 
Community Center, by calling 918-337-2787, or by ordering 
online at www.bartlesvillecommunitycenter.com. 

Celebrate the magic of the holidays with one or both of these 
festive events. They are a perfect way for the community to sup-
port the arts and enjoy the season.  
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VIDEOGRAPHER SPECIALIST 

• HOME • CORPORATE 

• SOCIAL MEDIA • SPECIAL EVENTS 

• HANDHELD & DRONE EQUIPMENT 

PROVIDING VIDEO SERVICES FOR: 
• CAPTURING CHILDHOOD MEMORIES 

• PERSONAL & PROFESSIONAL STORIES 

• CORPORATE COMMERCIALS 

• REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

918-335-3057 
709 NE WASHINGTON BLVD.   
BARTLESVILLE, OK 74006    

earnestheatandair.comTRUSTED SINCE 1968

Are you ready for winter?
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Affordable apartments where you can enjoy new 
friends and feel right at home!

•     All utilities paid; including basic cable 
•     24-hour emergency response 
•     Fully equipped kitchen 
•    Patio with sliding glass door 
•     Restaurant-style dining or you can have meals delivered  
       directly to your apartment 
•     Planned activities; to include regularly scheduled happy hour 
•     Scheduled transportation for shopping

•     Housekeeping 
•     On-site laundry 
•     On-site beauty shop 
•     Daily exercise classes offered 
•     Year-round building & grounds maintenance 
•     Interior maintenance 
•     Pet-friendly

We have independent living apartments available to rent for those ages 55 or older,  
and for a limited time only we will waive the initial non-refundable fee of $300!

All apartments are unfurnished, 1 bedroom, $1150 per month and include:

3434 Kentucky Place  •  918-333-9545  •  www.bartlesvillehealthandrehab.com



Investment Planning • Tax & Accounting • Retirement Planning • Business & Estate Planning • Insurance

Investment advisory services are offered through Sutterfield Financial Group, Inc., a SEC Registered Investment Advisor.

501 E Fourth Street 
Bartlesville, OK 74003 

918.338.2255

@sutterfieldfg

MERRY CHRISTMAS
May Your Days Be Merry & Bright!

FEATURE SPONSOR



Our History of   
by Kay Little, Little History Adventures

Many churches and homes in the Bartlesville area have great 
examples of stained glass. So, where and when did the art of 
stained glass begin? The oldest stained glass window found 
intact is an 11th century AD face of Christ, originally in the Wis-
sembourg Abbey. It is now on display in a German museum. 

Stained glass windows were originally used only for 
churches, because of the belief that the light coming through 
them was spiritual light from heaven. A belief that the win-
dows were sacrilegious caused many of them to be destroyed 
in the 1700s.  

Fortunately, the 1800s found glassmakers making beauti-
ful glass again. Glassmakers in the United States, like Louis 

Tiffany, started experimenting with new types of colored glass. 
Now, lamps and windows produced by the Tiffany Company 
are sought after as collectibles. 

Even though the stained glass was obscure at times, it 
was never a “lost art.” It is very popular today. 

Most Catholic churches are known for having stained 
glass windows, sometimes elaborate. One of the reasons for 
the glass was because the early church was composed of 
many people who could not read. Through the glass, they 
were able to see the Bible stories as the priest talked about 
them. God is the great artist, so why not have great art in His 
churches?
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 Stained Glass
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Bartlesville First Baptist Church 
A very prominent Delaware family helped start the first church 

in Bartlesville. Delaware Chief Charles Journeycake was also a 
Baptist preacher, having become a Christian in 1833.  He began 
to evangelize among his people. After the Delaware were removed 
to Indian Territory, now Oklahoma, Journeycake established a 

church in Alluwe. 

In 1871, he was 
preaching at Silver Lake, 
where many of the 
Delaware lived.  He also 
preached to the commu-
nity on the south side of 
the Caney River, which in 
1897 became incorpo-
rated as Bartlesville, 
Indian Territory. 

In 1891, the congrega-
tion organized to become the Caney Valley Baptist Church, and their first 
pastor was John Sarcoxie, another Delaware Indian. In 1897, the church 
moved to its present location at 4th and Cherokee. In 1938, after a fire 
destroyed the building, a beautiful auditorium was built and several 
stained glass windows were installed.

St. James Catholic Church 
The city of Bartlesville expanded to the east in 

the 1950s and 60s, and there was a need for East-
side churches. St. John’s Church was at maximum 
capacity, so a new church was constructed on Dou-
glas Lane. The Bishop announced in August of 1965 
that the Catholic families west of Highway 75 would 
attend St John’s and those to the east would attend 
the new church, St James. 

As Father Archie was talking to Mitzi McGregor, 
a local artist, he pointed to the empty wall of the 
sanctuary and said, “One day I want the Last Sup-
per on that wall.” In 2012, the church commissioned 
Mitzi to make a Lord’s Supper stained glass. After 
nine months of work, the window was installed on 
that wall. It is 8 feet high and 16 feet wide with 1500 
LED lights. Dave Berry made most of the Stations of 
the Cross windows.
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Grace Epworth United Methodist Church 
Grace Epworth 

Methodist Church and 
United Brethren in 
Christ merged to 
become Grace Epworth 
United Methodist in 
1971. When their new 
building was con-
structed in 1924, they 
incorporated many 
beautiful stained glass 
windows, with various 
sponsors. 

By 2017, the church 
had disbanded and Ray of Hope moved into the building in 2018. East Cross 
Methodist Church acquired the beautiful windows. 

Rau Home 
I was so excited when I found out my friends, Terri and Jerry 

Rau, had a beautiful historic home in Bartlesville with windows 
Mitzi McGregor helped them remake. The Rau home is almost 
100 years old. After they moved into the house in the late 1990s, 
they acquired Mitzi’s services to help them with their 100-year-old 

stained glass 
window that 
needed lots of 
repairs. As a fam-
ily project, the 
Raus took the 
large window 
apart, one piece 
at a time. Mitzi was able to use the colored glass to make new 
windows, and even some night-lights for the family. 

The family believes the house was built in 1920, and maybe 
was a boarding house for single teachers at one time.
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White Rose Cemetery 
Mausoleum 

One of the most prominent architec-
tural and historical sites in this area is 
the White Rose Cemetery Mausoleum. 

One of Bartlesville’s pioneers, 
Sunny Jim Bryant, established several 
businesses in early Bartlesville, and 
had the mausoleum built in 1923 for 
the 1889 cemetery. The Mausoleum is 
his most lasting and notable contribu-
tion, according to a May 24, 1999 
Examiner-Enterprise article. 

Included in the Mausoleum is very 
beautiful stained glass, which allows 
some light to help bring comfort to 
those who are grieving.

First Christian Disciples of Christ Church 
Bartlesville was incorporated in January of 1897, and at the July 4th 

celebration that year, the principal speaker was Reverend J.R. Charlton. 
He stayed to preach a three-week revival in the schoolhouse, and then 
baptized the new converts in the nearby Caney River.  

The people really liked Rev. 
Charlton and asked him to 
remain and start a new church. 
They met in several locations 
before building a basement at 
6th and Osage, where they 
held services for three years 
until they raised money to build 
a sanctuary. On April 10, 1911, 
all the area churches dis-
pensed with their services to 
attend First Christian church 
and help them celebrate! 

In 1968, the church held another celebration, dedicating the new 
Tyler Memorial Chapel, which has several stained glass windows. The 
chapel was built with money given by Mrs. Julia Tyler, in memory of her 
late husband, Don Tyler.
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Redeemer Lutheran Church 
Before the Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church was organized in 

April of 1931, they met in the old Washington County Courthouse, where 
prisoners in the jail overhead would often sing with the congregation. 

In 1952, the second building of Redeemer Lutheran was located at 9th 
and Cherokee. The congregation chose Bruce Goff to design the Educa-
tion Building in Woodland Park, where they had purchased five acres. In 
1961, they moved the Sunday School classes to the new building. After 

the church outgrew their building 
on Cherokee, they built a sanctu-
ary at the Woodland Park 
location in 1982.  

 The church was recently able 
to acquire the beautiful stained 
glass from the Cherokee building, 
and it is prominently located in 
the sanctuary with a nice wood 
frame and LED lights. 

Jim Steine and Mitzi McGregor made most of the other stained 
glass windows in the entryway, hall, and cry room.

Happy Hill Church 
Happy Hill Church is a Pentocostal church in Ramona. From 1916-

1921, several itinerant evangelists traveled to Ringo School to hold revival 
services. People would attend by horseback, on foot, or horse drawn 

wagons. Some even had motorized 
vehicles.  

The congregation eventually was 
able to construct its own building, and 
they named the church The Church of 
God of the Apostolic Faith. People 
would pass by the church and hear 
the congregation crying, laughing, and 
shouting and say to each, “This is a 
happy hill.” The name Happy Hill 
Church became a nickname and sev-
eral years later, the church 
incorporated the name Happy Hill into 
the church name and is now known 
by that name.
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First Baptist Church of Dewey 
Several years after Jake and Nannie Bartles moved to Dewey, Nan-

nie wanted to have a Baptist church in town. Her father, Charles 
Journeycake, Chief of the Delaware and a Baptist minister, helped start 
the first two Baptist churches in the Bartlesville area. 

In 1905, she started the Journeycake Memorial Baptist Church in 
memory of her father. The 
church included stained 
glass windows of Chief 
Charles Journeycake and 
Nannie Bartles. When their 
building was constructed in 
1926, they moved the win-
dows to the building. The 
Nannie window can still be 
seen in the foyer of the 
church, now known as First 
Baptist Church of Dewey.

First United Methodist Church 
First Methodist was started by 

uniting Methodist Episcopal South 
(1895) and Methodist Episcopal 
North (1901) in 1905 as the First 
Methodist Episcopal Church. In 1908, 
they built a new church building at 
5th and Johnstone. In 1968, it 
became First Methodist, as the 
Methodist Church and Evangelical 
United Brethren Church merged. 

The church had many beautiful 
stained glass windows. When the 
church moved to its new location on 
Price Road, they moved many of the 
windows to the new building. The 
church is now known as Bartlesville 
First Church.
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St. John Before the Latin Gate Church 
Before 1901, Catholic families in Bartlesville had to 

travel to Pawhuska for mass. They would leave 
around dawn on Sunday by horse-drawn buckboard, 
sometimes traveling only on trails, with a packed 
lunch because it was an all day trip. The trails were 

not the same every month, 
as many times they would 
have been washed away. 

In 1901, those families 
started meeting once a 
month in a downtown store, 
with the Pawhuska priest 
traveling here. 

The first church building was built in 1903, and when it was expanded in 1910, 
stained glass windows were installed. The church now has 15 windows, with glass 
imported from France.

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Pawhuska 
Immaculate Conception is the Catholic Church in Pawhuska, also 

known as the Cathedral of the Osage. It is known for its beautiful 
stained glass windows.  

The original Osage parish started in 1887, and is the parish the 
Bartlesville Catholics attended before organizing their own. The first 
building in Pawhuska burned, the second flooded, and they outgrew 
the third one. The current building was completed in 1916, but it was 

1925 before they were able to install 
the first stained glass, because WWI 
interrupted the production of the win-
dows at the Bavarian Arts Company in 
Munich, Germany.  

When you take a tour of the church, 
you are also taking a tour of Osage his-
tory, as several of the windows depict 
many of the Osage in the area. The 
parish had to receive permission from 
the Pope to have the Osage Indian windows made. Many of the members of 
the church have ancestors depicted in some of the windows and like to sit next 
to them during mass. 

Many of the windows depicting people from the Bible were made in the 
United States and added in the 1920s. 
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Christmas is the season for giving, 
and Sutterfield Financial Group, Inc. 
wants to encourage everyone to take the 
time to share some Christmas cheer and 
brighten someone’s day with a small act 
of kindness. For years, the employees of 
SFG have spent a lot of time in the com-
munity, finding ways to reach out to 
enrich the lives of others. They have vol-
unteered at Mary Martha’s Outreach, 
supported the PTO Board at Jane 
Phillips Elementary, and offered a Pass, 

Punt, Kick contest to win $10,000 for the 
benefit of the participant and the 
Bartlesville Athletic Department.  

During the work week, SFG employ-
ees spend their time in the office, striving 
to improve the financial lives of their 
clients with a purpose to serve and 
deliver, plus one. They want to encour-
age the community around us to “Pay It 
Forward.” Much like the popular Pay It 
Forward novel (and movie) by Catherine 

Ryan Hyde — SFG encourages the com-
munity around us to look for 
opportunities to give freely without 
expecting anything in return.  

As we are in the midst of the holiday 
seasons and the cold weather, there are 
clothing drives, canned food drives, toy 
drives, and the need for volunteers all 
around us. Find your mission, find your 
passion for this holiday season. Have an 
impact that fills your heart with joy.

Pay It Forward!
Sutterfield Financial Encourages All to Spread Holiday Cheer

Jane Phillips Elementary  
Santa Shop Donations Needed!
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A GOOD WORD

With tussled hair, flannel pajamas, and her excitement grow-
ing with each step, Savanna bounded downstairs. She ripped 
open her gift under the tree and squealed while her parents 
smiled behind their rolling cameras.  

As parents, isn’t that exactly what we want? Yet some gifts 
inherently isolate our children rather than draw them closer to 
us. We all desire deep relationships with our children and to 
pass along our values. And so, when shopping we may consider 
how gifts help communicate values and build relationships.  

The study, Hardwired to Connect, stresses this need due to 
high rates of depression, anxiety, ADD, and other mental and 
emotional concerns among U.S. children and adolescents. The 
article concludes with:  

“In large measure, what’s causing this crisis of American 
childhood is a lack of two kinds of connectedness — close con-
nections to other people, and deep connections to moral and 
spiritual meaning.” 

Let’s look at a few examples of positive gift giving in ways 
that help our children look inward, outward and upward. Despite 
our often “reacting-to-their-wish-list” shopping, we can help 
alter the future of our children by tactically buying gifts that can 
deepen their connectedness. 

Gift Box #1 (Looking inward) 
Chase wanted a new pair of headphones. His parents 

bought them, recognizing the more he listens to music, the less 
they can connect with him. How do we use a gift such as 
Chase’s to deepen connections? Perhaps Chase’s parents can 
ask him questions about his favorite band, or listen and discuss 
lyrics and the values they promote.  

It also may be an ideal gift to teach etiquette and respect. 
Learning how to balance isolation with connecting and being 
attentive to others’ needs is an important skill.   

Gift Box # 2 (looking outward) 
Amy’s dad, an avid bowler, wanted her more involved with 

the family. To do so, and to capitalize on her natural athleticism, 
he purchased a bowling ball for her. Amy’s dad looked fondly 
ahead to bowling together, discussing strategy and creating 
memories. Gifts to interact with your children could include a 
board game, model airplanes to build together, matching gar-
dening gloves, or camping gear.  

Gift Box # 3 (looking upward) 
Will’s mom decided the most important gift she could give 

was value instruction. Together, they planned a purposeful trip 
- part fun and part serving others. Her desire was to spend time 

with Will and create an 
encounter with moral and spir-
itual meaning by seeing 
disparity. She also wanted to 
reinforce a statement she often 
made to him:    

“We are the Browns, and we 
don’t just entertain ourselves, but we serve others.”  

Similar to the Browns, another family decided to spend Fri-
day evenings giving surprise gifts to those in need. After giving, 
they had dessert and discussion about Christmas’ true meaning 
to help impart their values.   

All gifts can be good, though some require more effort to 
achieve connection. If able, consider a strategic gift in each cat-
egory. With purposeful giving we can help create a time for our 
children to look inward, outward and upward. Happy Shopping! 

Though this article is on family relationships, Chris’s voca-
tional focus is on workplace communication and relationships as 
a keynote speaker, coach, and trainer. For more information visit 
ChrisZervas.com.

Beyond 
Santa

Gifting to 
Promote Values 
& Relationships
by Chris Zervas



26     b Monthly | DECEMBER 2019

Downtown Bartlesville
300 SE Frank Phillips Blvd.

918.338.4390



Bartlesville boasts the Frank Phillips Mansion, but nearby 
Nowata has its own architectural jewel — the Glass Mansion, 
built by attorney and oilman Julian Wood Glass Sr.  

Glass, born in Virginia, arrived in Nowata a year before Frank 
Phillips came to Bartlesville.  

Carroll Craun, president of the Nowata Historical Society, 
said Phillips is known to have asked Glass, also a banker, for a 
loan to start his oil business — a request that was declined, 
Craun said, because Phillips was a barber at the time and Glass 
just couldn’t envision Phillips as an oilman. 

Although Phillips may be better known than Glass, Craun 
said that Glass is actually reported to have been the holder of a 
higher number of oil and gas leases at the time of his death than 
Phillips. 

The Glass Mansion, completed in 1933, stands as a testa-
ment to Glass’s success. The mansion, privately owned by the 
Nowata County Historical Society, is meticulously maintained 
by its members. The mansion still contains its original furnish-
ings and paintings.  

“It was bequeathed to the society by Julian Wood Glass Jr.,” 
Mansion Event Committee Chair Gwen Clingan explained. “He 
travelled around the world and purchased art for his collection, 
and gifted many pieces to his mother.” 

John Duncan Forsyth, who first designed the Marland Mansion 
in Ponca City, was the architect. Although the house is large, the 
home’s warmth and livability is one of its most striking qualities.  

The mansion has formal living and dining rooms and a more 
informal sun room beyond the living room. The hexagon-shaped 
room features large panels of wood with landscapes on two of 
the walls flanking the sofa.  

In the living room, there are built-in book shelves and a 1923 
Steinway grand piano in mint condition, where Mrs. Glass taught 
music lessons. The mansion also features a variety of molding 
patterns. For example, the entry foyer has pedestal molding with 
the acanthus leaf, and the staircase has molding depicting waves.  

Upstairs, the home has a large landing and three bedrooms, 
each with its own full bath. One bedroom was for the couple’s 
daughter, Sunny. Several of Sunny’s gowns are currently on dis-
play there. Although the mansion was built while their son, 
Julian W. Glass Jr., was away studying architecture at Harvard, 
a bedroom was always kept for him there.  

Julian’s bedroom contains several distinctive art pieces, 
including religious icons and silk Chinese panels, and several 
pieces of his holiday attire are currently on display.  

The master bedroom is pink, 
the favorite color of the family 
matriarch, Eva Payne Glass. 
The Christmas tree in her room 
is decorated with some of her 
favorite hats and other orna-
ments. A number of the gowns 

of the petite lady of the house are on display throughout the 
mansion.   

Eva Payne Glass, who moved to Nowata after her late hus-
band died of the flu, was a widow with one daughter. She was 
teaching music and elocution when she met her future husband.  

After courting, the couple married and made their home in 
Nowata, where they raised Eva’s daughter from her first mar-
riage. Her name was Ernest, but she was called “Sunny.” The 
couple had one child together, Julian Wood Glass Jr. The Glass 
family supported the arts, and were charter members of the 
Tulsa Ballet, Tulsa Symphony, and Tulsa Opera. Mrs. Glass was 
also a member of the Nowata chapter of the General Federation 
of Women’s Clubs.  

For those who knew her, Eva Glass was someone who loved 
to have the neighborhood children over for peanut butter and jelly, 
egg salad, and tongue sandwiches. She also loved Halloween, 
but she liked visiting children to give a trick or a performance for 
the full-size candy bars she gave in return, Craun said. 

The Glass Mansion, fully decorated for Christmas, is open to 
the public free of charge on two consecutive weekends this 
month, the weekend of Dec. 7 and the weekend of Dec. 14. Sat-
urday hours are 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. and Sunday hours are 1-4 p.m. 
Hot cider and cookies will be served. The mansion, located at 
324 West Delaware in Nowata, is also available for events and 
tours by appointment. Call the museum at 918-273-1191 and 
ask for Gwen Clingan or Carroll Craun to learn more.

The Glass Mansion
Nowata Boasts an Architectural Jewel of It’s Own
by Roseanne McKee
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BAW@FantasyLandOfLights.com • 918-914-1532 • Find Us On Facebook

Drive through a wonderland of displays and lights 

Open Nightly 6-10pm • Nov 20 through Dec 30



DECEMBER 2019 | b Monthly     29

JUST FOR KIDS

Your Child 
and Hugging
The Pros & Cons of Making Your Child Show Affection
by Sherry Rackliff

The holiday season is upon us! That time 
of year when we see family and friends that 
we do not have the opportunity to visit with 
regularly. Your child is now walking and talking, 
and can get to know some of his great aunts 
and uncles and see those second cousins. 
Some of those relatives who you grew up 
knowing will want to give your child hugs. 
What if your child, who does not know these 
relatives, refuses? Should you make them give 
a hug?  

There are two sides to every story. I have 
been reading for a few years about not making 
your child give kisses and hugs if they do not 
want to, especially if they do not know the rel-
ative very well who is asking for a hug. I 
recently ran across an article that had the pros 
and the cons of the dilemma.  

First, we want to teach our children that 
they do not need to offer physical affection or 
even touch someone just to please them. If 
they do not feel like a kiss or a hug, they 
should not be forced to give Great Aunt 
Bessie a kiss or a hug, or even sit on her lap. 
However, they should be polite. They can just 
state that they do not feel like giving a kiss or 
a hug. But they might offer to play a game 
with her or read a book together instead. We 
do not ever want to make our children give 
physical affection if they do not feel like it. We 

want to teach children that their body belongs 
to them and they can offer physical affection 
when they want. They also need you to help 
them out if you see it is making them uncom-
fortable. They need to be supported by you in 
their choice; they need to know you respect 
their decision. We can also teach children to 
be respectful to adults by making eye contact, 
listening, being polite and friendly, saying hello, 

and being responsive when an adult speaks to 
them or asks them questions. 

On the other side of the coin, Dr. Eric Her-
man, a clinical psychologist with Children’s 
Hospital of Michigan, says encouraging affec-
tion toward relatives is just teaching your kids 
how to be part of a family. He goes on to say, 

“I think it’s good socialization. I think we’re 
helping kids to develop their relationships and 
that’s a traditional way to do it.” 

Dr. Herman points out that if we want our 
children to show affection to those relatives 
they do not see often, we need to model that 
behavior, we need to step in and give Aunt 
Bessie a hug. We need to explain to our chil-
dren that this is a safe person that you have 
known since you were a child. However, if they 
still do not want to give a hug, do not force the 
issue but teach your child to decline respectfully. 

The overall theme tends to be that mutual 
respect needs to happen from the adult rela-
tive side and from the child. The parent needs 
to discuss with the child the implications, sup-
port his decisions for physical affection or not, 
and model the behavior and traditions in the 
family that you want your child to adopt.

A program of Washington County Child Care Foundation
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BHS Choir Concert 
7 PM; BHS Fine Arts Center 
 

Christmas in the ‘Ville 
Opening Night 
6 PM; Downtown Bartlesville 
Join us in historic downtown 
Bartlesville for our annual 
community Tree & Park 
Lighting, Outdoor Ice Rink, 
Food Trucks, Frozen 
Characters, Cookie 
Decorating, Face Painting, 
Movies in the Park, Carriage 
Rides, and Santa! 

Parents Night Out 
6 PM; Good Shepherd Child 
Development Center 
Need an evening without the 
kids? Good Shepherd CDC 
gives parents the opportunity 
to take a well-deserved break. 
Open 6-10 p.m. Cost is $15 
per child (cash please). Please 
call ahead at 918-333-1713. 
 

Stuff the Stockings 5K 
& Fun Run 
8 AM; Bill Doenges Memorial 
Stadium 
Hosted by the Doenges Ford 
Indians, OKWU Eagles 
Baseball and Adidas Baseball. 
Run will begin and end in 
Doenges Stadium. Benefiting 
underprivileged youth of our 
community.  
Bartlesville Christmas 
Parade 
6:30 PM; Downtown Bartlesville 

Christmas Cares Day 
9:30 AM; Washington Park 
Mall 
Children within all spectrum of 
special needs and their 
families are welcome to our 
sensory-friendly event to 
experience the time-honored 
tradition of a visit and photos 
with Santa. If you'd like to 
reserve a complimentary ticket 
to this event, please visit our 
event page for more details. 

Holidays at the Home 
2 PM; Frank Phillips Home 
Volunteers will serve 
homemade cookies and 
punch. The 11th Annual Tuba 
Christmas will start at 3:30 pm 
on the main grounds.  
 
Pictures with Santa 
4 PM; Elder Care 
Stop by Elder Care from 4-
6:30 p.m. and get a picture 
with Santa! Light refreshments 
will be provided. Make sure to 
bring your camera! This event 
is free and open to all ages. 
We are so excited to see you! 

Holiday Open House  
5:30 PM; Honey’s Flowers 
Santa Claus will be here to 
serve cookies and drinks. 
Bring the whole family. 
 

OKWU Basketball vs 
Friends University 
6 PM; OKWU Gym (W) 
8 PM; OKWU Gym (M) 

A Christmas Story, The 
Musical 
7 PM; Bartlesville Community 
Center 
Children’s Musical Theatre of 
Bartlesville is proud to present 
A Christmas Story, The 
Musical, this Christmas 
season. Single ticket prices 
range from $14.00 - 24.00.  
 

A Christmas Story, The 
Musical 
7 PM; Bartlesville Community 
Center 
BHS All-City  
Orchestra Concert 
7 PM; BHS Fine Arts Center 
 

Chilly Chili Chase 5k 
Fun Run/Walk 
11:30 AM; Richard Kane YMCA 
Supports the Richard Kane 
YMCA of Bartlesville's 
Scholarship program. 

Christkindl Market 2019 
10 AM; Bartlesville Community 
Center 
Join OKM Music as we 
welcome Christmas in our 
quaint Bavarian Village with a 
festive shopping experience 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

Reindeer Games Kids 
Day Out 
10 AM; Stage Art Dance 
Kids wear their PJs, eat 
pancakes, do a Christmas 
craft, dance class, tumbling 
class, movies and more! 

5

6

14
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"Building a Healthy Community

OKWU Basketball vs 
University of St Mary 
2 PM; OKWU Gym (W) 
4 PM; OKWU Gym (M) 

Pancakes & Pajama 
Party! 
5 PM; The Cupcake Bar 
Join us any time between 5 
and 8 pm for what we hope 
will be a yearly event! We'll be 
giving out prizes on the spot.  
 

Central Middle School 
Choir Concert 
7 PM; BHS Fine Arts Center 
 

Madison Middle School 
Choir Concert 
7 PM; BHS Fine Arts Center 
 

Santa Claus to Visit 
4 PM; Bartlesville History 
Museum 
The Bartlesville Area History 
Museum will host a Holiday 
Open house for children 
Wednesday, December 18, 
4:00 – 5 p.m. 
 

Santa Claus to Visit 
5 PM; Bartlesville Library 
Santa and Mrs. Claus will be 
visiting for stories, treats, 
crafts and a chance to visit 
with Santa! 

BHS Basketball vs. 
Jenks 
4 PM; Bruin Fieldhouse (JV/G) 
5 PM; Bruin Fieldhouse (JV/B) 
6:30 PM; Bruin Fieldhouse (G) 
8 PM; Bruin Fieldhouse (B) 
 
Christmas Break - No 
School 
December 23 - January 5; 
Bartlesville Public Schools 
  

Free Christmas  
Breakfast 
8 AM; First Wesleyan Church 
Cafeteria  
No one eats alone this 
Christmas. Join us for a FREE 
Christmas breakfast at First 
Wesleyan Church, from 8-11 
a.m. There will be busses 
available to pick up anyone 
that needs a ride. Call the 
church office at 918-333-4760.  

 
 

 

December 1-23 
Photos with Santa 
Washington Park Mall 
Monday-Saturday: 12-3, 4-7 
Sunday: 12:30-2:30, 3-5 
Christmas Eve: 10-1, 2-5 
 

Weekends in 
December 

Wonderland of Lights 
5-9 PM; Woolaroc 
A wonderful holiday tradition 
returns again this year at 
Woolaroc Museum & Wildlife 
Preserve with the spectacular 
Wonderland of Lights. 
Admission is: $6 for adults 
ages 12 and up and $1 for 
children ages 4-11. Children 
3-under free. 
 

All December 
Fantasy Land of Lights 
6-10 PM; Johnstone Park 
Fantasy Land of Lights is an 
annual, drive-through 
Christmas light display at 
Johnstone Park has become a 
holiday tradition. 
Sutterfield Financial 
Christmas Light Show 
6-10 PM; Sutterfield Financial 

20

23

2516

17

18

19

Your Trusted  
Community Partner

During the month of December, mention code “Happy Holidays” when booking 
your complimentary consultation to receive our Special Holiday Pricing. 

1820 Hillcrest Drive, Bartlesville, OK 74006 
918.876.3105   |  www.bartlesvillebraces.comLlon H. Clendenen, DDS MS



32     b Monthly | DECEMBER 2019



DECEMBER 2019 | b Monthly     33

“Friendly dealers, great showroom and vehicles, very accommodating. Really appreciate  
being called by name.” — Matt from Wichita, KS

Hwy 75 in Bartlesville • (918)333-8010 • gopatriotauto.com

Sun, Dec 1 

10 AM 

The Woolaroc Retrospective Art 
Exhibit & Sale 
Woolaroc Museum & Wildlife Preserve 

1925 Woolaroc Ranch Road 

The exhibit & sale will run through normal 
Woolaroc hours, through December 29. 

3 PM 

Life Drawing with Model 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S Dewey Ave. 

5 PM 

Woolaroc Wonderland of Lights 
Woolaroc Museum & Wildlife Preserve 

1925 Woolaroc Ranch Road 

The grounds and buildings of Woolaroc 
will be covered with over 750,000 lights 
as the historic ranch transforms itself into 
a magical winter wonderland! In addition 
to the lights, you can enjoy wagon rides, 
live entertainment, Santa Claus in the 
Museum, hot cider/hot chocolate and 
cookies for sale in the Lodge; and, if you 
are lucky, you may catch a glimpse of the 
Holiday Horseman, covered in lights, rid-
ing across the grounds. The lights will be 
on every Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 5-
9 p.m., through December 22. Admission 
to Wonderland of Lights is $6 for adults 
and $1 for children, and 3 and under free. 

6 PM 

Fantasy Land of Lights 
Johnstone Park 

Fantasy Land of Lights is an annual, 
drive-through Christmas light display at 
Johnstone Park that has become a holi-
day tradition. There is no admission 
fee however donations are accepted and 
very much appreciated. The light display 
runs through December 30. 
 

Mon, Dec 2 

10 AM 

Eldercare Open House Tour 
Elder Care 

1223 Swan Dr. 

12 PM 

BAHM Movie Monday — Turnabout 
Bartlesville Area History Museum 

401 S Johnstone - 5th floor 

5 PM 

Pet Pictures with Santa 
Washington Park Mall 

Across from Hallmark on east end of mall. 

Pet nights with Santa are back! Pictures 
can be taken every Monday night 
through December 16, from 5 p.m. until 
close. Dogs & cats only please. 

Thu, Dec 5 

1:30 PM 

Nutrition & Herb Study Group 
Hopestone Cancer Support Center 

206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

 

 

 

6 PM 

Making Bath Bombs & Lotion Bars 
Class 
Bartlesville Public Library 

600 S Johnstone Ave. 

This free, hands-on class will cover the 
basics of making bath bombs and lotion 
bars, with ingredients, tips and tech-
niques. You will make your own bath 
bombs and lotion bars to take home. 

7 PM 

Susan Kates Book Discussion 
Bartlesville Public Library 

600 S Johnstone Ave. 

Susan Kates will discuss her book Red 
Dirt Women: At Home on the Oklahoma 
Plains. Her book is a collection of lively 
profiles, interviews and sketches about 
contemporary Oklahoma women of all 
ages and backgrounds who surround us 
every day and who are as diverse as 
Oklahoma itself. 

Fri, Dec 6 

9 AM 

Festival of the Nativity 
St. John Catholic School  

715 S Johnstone Ave. 

The Festival of the Nativity is a free inter-
denominational community Christmas 
event held each year. The anchor of the 
event is a display of hundreds of nativi-
ties representing the cultures of people 
throughout the world. Family-friendly 
concerts featuring music from local 
churches, schools & ensembles will be 
held. 

Caregiver Support Group 
Hopestone Cancer Support Center 

206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

 

 

 

11:30 AM 

Great Futures Luncheon 
Boys & Girls Club of Bartlesville 

401 S Seminole 

Join the Boys & Girls Club of Bartlesville 
as they announce their Youth of the Year 
winner. Coach Barry Switzer will be the 
guest speaker. 

6 PM 

Christmas in the ‘Ville Opens 
Downtown Depot 

201 SW Keeler  

The annual family festival returns for 
another year. The ice rink and downtown 
festivities will be open from 6-9 p.m. on 
Fridays, and 1-9 p.m. on Saturdays & 
Sundays through December 20. From 
December 21-January 5, the event will 
be open from 1-9 p.m. daily. Admission s 
$10 per person, which includes ice 
skates. Some of the activities include 
carriage rides through downtown on 
Thursday - Sunday evenings, strolling 
Dickens carolers and live nativity on 
select nights, and surprise Christmas 
character sightings. For a complete 
schedule of events & times, follow 
Bartlesville Christmas in the Ville on 
Facebook. 

7 PM 

The Haygoods 27th Annual  
Christmas Extravaganza 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd. 

The Haygoods bring the house down 
with incredibly tight harmonies, innova-
tive, energetic choreography, incredible 
special effects and amazing perform-
ances on over 20 different instruments! 

Movie Night with the Bartlesville 
Film Society 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

 

DECEMBER EVENTS CALENDAR 
Know of an upcoming event you would like to see on our calendar? Visit us at www.bartlesvillemonthly.com to submit a free listing!
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9 PM 

Live Music 
Solo Club 

408 E 2nd. St. 

Live Music 
Osage Casino Bartlesville 

222 Allen Rd. 

Sat, Dec 7 

9 AM 

Festival of the Nativity 
St. John Catholic School  

715 S Johnstone Ave. 

See December 6 event for info. 

10 AM 

Heaven’s Babies Christmas Bazaar 
Highland Park Baptist Church 

300 SE Washington Blvd. 

Christmas shopping doesn’t have to be a 
chore — or a bore! Enjoy cookie decorat-
ing, Santa, crafts, food & more. 

Bartlesville Artisan Market 
Washington Park Mall, Ste 218 

Held every Saturday. 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. 

1 PM 

Christmas Gift Wrap Palooza 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S Dewey Ave. 

The class is offered by the Bartlesville Art 
Association & taught by Kerri Hicks 
Flemming. Make the holiday season a lit-
tle easier with a quick tutorial on 
wrapping gifts! Bring up to 3 gifts in 
boxes to be wrapped: small to medium 
— no TVs or microwaves please! Learn 
the “no seam” technique to wrap pack-
ages the professional way.  

2 PM 

32nd Annual Motorcycle Toy Run 
Big Lots Parking Lot 

3005 SE Frank Phillips Blvd 

All street legal motorcycles and riders are 
welcome. Riders are to bring new 
unwrapped toys for all ages. Parade will 
leave at 2:00 pm and travel west on 
Frank Phillips to Bucy. Toys will be 
dropped off at the Salvation Army to be 
distributed to area children in need. If you 
don’t ride a motorcycle but would like to 
help the kids please bring new 
unwrapped toys to put in the 
Toy Run truck and see the bikes. Santa 
will be there on his sled, bring your kids 
and camera. For more information or to 
order Toy Run T-shirts call Amber at 918-
397-0135. Proceeds from shirt sales go 
to purchase more toys. 
 
 

6:30 PM 

Annual Christmas Parade 
Downtown Bartlesville 

Parade will depart Phillips parking lot and 
head East on Frank Phillips  to Osage 
Ave, South on Osage to 6th Street, West 
on 6th to Armstrong, South on Arm-
strong to Adams Blvd, West on Adams to 
Phillps Parking lot. The Bartlesville 
Christmas Parade is sponsored by the 
Downtown Kiwanis. 

Sun, Dec 8 

9 AM 

Festival of the Nativity 
St. John Catholic School  

715 S Johnstone Ave. 

See December 6 event for info. 

2 PM 

Birth, Death & Resurrection:  
Messiah by George Frideric Handel 
Oklahoma Wesleyan Chapel 

2201 Silver Lake Rd 

Presented by the Bartlesville Choral 
Society. In this second concert of the 
season, come and enjoy the seasonal 
favorite, Handel’s Messiah! This monu-
mental work, written amazingly in only 24 
days, celebrates prophecies of Christ as 
found in the books of the Old Testament. 
Start your Christmas celebration right 
with the Choral Society as we sing about 
the birth, death and resurrection of our 
Lord, Jesus Christ. 

2 PM  

Kids Clay Class: Make Santa 
Gnomes 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S Dewey Ave. 

Christmas is coming and this will be a 
fun project for kids. Each student will be 
making one big and one small Santa 
Gnome and color their hats. Class is also 
offered at 4 p.m. 

Holidays at the Home 
Frank Phillips Home 

1107 SE Cherokee Ave 

The Frank Phillips Home & Jane Phillips 
Society invite parents and children to 

“Santa’s Cottage.” JPS volunteers will 
serve homemade cookies and punch. 

3:30 PM 

11th Annual Tuba Christmas 
Frank Phillips Home 

1107 SE Cherokee Ave 

On the front lawn of the Frank Phillips 
Home. Tuba Christmas features holiday 
classics re-interpreted for tubas & 
euphoniums. 

Mon, Dec 9 

12 PM 

BAHM Movie Monday — Perils of 
Pauline 
Bartlesville Area History Museum 

401 S Johnstone - 5th floor 

5 PM 

Pet Pictures with Santa 
Washington Park Mall 

Across from Hallmark on east end of mall. 

See December 2 event for info. 

Tue, Dec 10 

6:30 PM 

Evening Tours at the Historic Frank 
Phillips Home 
Frank Phillips Home 

1107 SE Cherokee Ave 

Enjoy a tour of the historic Frank Phillips 
Home. Tours until 8:30 p.m. Cost is $5 
per person. 

Wed, Dec 11 

5:30 PM 

Women’s Cancer Support Group 
Hopestone Cancer Support Center 

206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

7 PM 

A Christmas Story, The Musical 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd. 

Presented by Children’s Musical Theatre 
of Bartlesville, the show brings the hilari-
ous 1983 classic movie to life on stage! 
Ticket prices range from $14-24. 

Thu, Dec 12 

6 PM 

ADPA Parkinson’s Caregivers  
Support Group 
JPMC Lower Level classroom 

3500 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

6:30 PM 

Evening Tours at the Historic Frank 
Phillips Home 
Frank Phillips Home 

1107 SE Cherokee Ave 

See December 10 event for info. 

7 PM 

A Christmas Story, The Musical 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd. 

See December 11 event for information. 
 

Fri, Dec 13 

7 PM 

Seven in One Blow, or the Brave 
Little Kid 
Theater Bartlesville 

312 S Dewey Ave. 

A fundraiser/silent auction and show to 
benefit Theater Bartlesville. 

Family Movie Night showing of  
Polar Express (with Santa) 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

9 PM 

Live Music 
Solo Club 

408 E 2nd. St. 

Live Music 
Osage Casino Bartlesville 

222 Allen Rd. 

Sat, Dec 14 

10 AM 

Christkindl Market 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd. 

Hosted by OKM Music. Step into a small 
Bavarian Christmas Market in the heart 
of downtown Bartlesville. Enjoy live 
music, beer & wine garden, delicious 
Bavarian food and drinks, and shopping 
at craft and artisan shops. Entertainment 
will be provided for kids and adults alike. 
All proceeds benefit the annual OKM 
Festival and year-round children’s pro-
gramming. 

11:30 AM 

Chilly Chili Chase 5K Fun 
Run/Walk 
Richard Kane YMCA 

101 N Osage 

Supports the Richard Kane YMCA of 
Bartlesville’s scholarship program. Run 
with the Y through Johnstone Park and 
around the Y, ending with a bowl of hot 
chili at the YMCA. 5K Participants will 
receive and event shirt and additional 
items. Chili lunch is open to everyone for 
$5 on the day of the event. 

2 PM 

Seven in One Blow, or the Brave 
Little Kid 
Theater Bartlesville 

312 S Dewey Ave. 

A family day with Santa & show to benefit 
Theater Bartlesville. 
 
 

EVENTS CALENDAR
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LET YOUR BUSINESS 
A PART 
OF THE MOST READ
MAGAZINE
IN BARTLESVILLE.

Call Keith or  
Christy McPhail today  

for advertising opportunities.

918-214-4968 
keith@bartlesvillemonthly.com

5:30 PM 

32nd Annual Night-Time Christmas 
Parade & Visit with Santa in Dewey 
Downtown Dewey  

Mon, Dec 16 

12 PM 

BAHM Movie Monday — The Stork 
Club 
Bartlesville Area History Museum 

401 S Johnstone - 5th floor 

5 PM 

Pet Pictures with Santa 
Washington Park Mall 

Across from Hallmark on east end of mall. 

See December 2 event for info. 

Tue, Dec 17 

6:30 PM 

Evening Tours at the Historic Frank 
Phillips Home 
Frank Phillips Home 

1107 SE Cherokee Ave 

See December 10 event for info. 

Wed, Dec 18 

4 PM 

Santa Claus to Visit BAHM 
Bartlesville Area History Museum 

401 S Johnstone Ave, 5th floor 

The Bartlesville Area History Museum will 
host a Holiday Open house for children 
from 4-5 p.m. Special guests will include 
Santa and Mrs. Claus.  Each child 
attending will have the opportunity to 
make an ornament to take home and will 
also receive a keepsake Christmas 
bracelet. Refreshments will also be 
served and Santa and Mrs. Claus will be 
ready to hear any last minute Christmas 
wishes from each child. Parents will have 
an opportunity to take pictures of their 
children. 

Thu, Dec 19 

1:30 PM 

Nutrition & Herb Study Group 
Hopestone Cancer Support Center 

206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

Study the uses, both medical & everyday, 
of different herbs and good nutritional 
practices. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 PM 

Santa Claus to Visit Bartlesville 
Public Library 
Bartlesville Public Library 

600 S Johnstone Ave. 

Meet in the Upstairs Meeting Room for 
stories, treats, crafts, and a chance to 
visit with Santa! 

Parkinson’s Support Group 
Elder Care 

1223 Swan Dr. 

6:30 PM 

Evening Tours at the Historic Frank 
Phillips Home 
Frank Phillips Home 

1107 SE Cherokee Ave 

See December 10 event for info. 

7 PM 

Christmas Card presented by Jo 
Sears 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

Tickets are $38. Call 918-440-2393 to 
make reservations. 

Fri, Dec 20 

8 AM 

Low-Cost Spay & Neuter Clinic 
Washington County SPCA 

3423 SE Washington Blvd. 

WCSPCA & PASS will be hosting a low 
cost spay and neuter clinic for low 
income individuals of Washington County. 
Services include $10 spay or neuter for a 
cat or dog, $15 Rabies & DHPP or 
FVRCP, $15 heart worm test, and a free 
microchip with any service thanks to a 
grant from the Petco Foundation. Space 
is limited, so book a spot by calling Mar-
garet at 918-323-5237. 

6:30 PM 

17th Annual Christmas Banquet 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd. 

The Christmas season is always a good 
time to spread love, holiday cheer and 
reflect on family value. Miracle Temple’s 
annual banquet has been designed to 
bring different races, denominations, and 
diversity of cultural together in a com-
mon place, sharing in the expression of 
our celebration of Christ whether it’s 
through praise dance, singing, fashion, 
or skits. This year, you will experience 
again a nice semi-formal environment 
and a wholesome dinner will be provided. 
They create a warm, safe and inviting 
atmosphere, so please join them this 
Christmas season as we celebrate the 
Reign of our King, Jesus Christ! For more 
info visit www.miracletemplebanquet.com. 

7 PM 

Christmas Card presented by Jo 
Sears 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

See December 19 event for information. 

9 PM 

Live Music 
Solo Club 

408 E 2nd. St. 

Live Music 
Osage Casino Bartlesville 

222 Allen Rd. 

Sat, Dec 21 

7 PM 

Poetry Night with Morris  
McCorvey 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

7:30 PM 

The Nutcracker 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd. 

Presented by Bartlesville Civic Ballet. 
Each Christmas the Bartlesville Civic Bal-
let performs The Nutcracker. This 
amazing performance combines the 
remarkable talent of local dancers and 
professional artists - most of which  have 
performed for some of the finest ballet 
companies in the United States and 
abroad. Enhance your holiday season by 
catching this an amazing Christmas tra-
dition. 

Sun, Dec 22 

2 PM 

The Nutcracker 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd 

See December 21 event for info. 

Wed, Dec 25 

 

 

Fri, Dec 27 

7 PM 

Murder Mystery Theater - Killer 
Chili 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

9 PM 

Live Music 
Solo Club 

408 E 2nd. St. 

Live Music 
Osage Casino Bartlesville 

222 Allen Rd. 

Sat, Dec 28 

7 PM 

Pre New Years Eve Party with The 
Usual Suspects 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

Tue, Dec 31 

New Year’s Eve 

8:30 PM 

Vision 2020 New Year’s Eve Party 
Hilton Garden Inn 

205 SW Frank Phillips Blvd. 

General admission tickets can be pur-
chased for $30 and will get you live 
music by the one and only band Zodiac, 
all you can eat appetizers and a compli-
mentary champagne toast to ring in the 
New Year. Upgrade to a VIP ticket for $75 
and enjoy your evening with private 
lounge seating, specialty hors d’oeuvres, 
complementary bottle of champagne, 
coat check, private cash bar, and a spe-
cial souvenir to remember this party of a 
lifetime!

Happy New Year!

EVENTS CALENDAR
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MONDAY 

9 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

10 AM 

Citizenship Class 
Bartlesville Public Library 

4:30 PM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

5 PM 

Vinyasa Yoga 
2nd Street Flat 

5:30 PM 

Spanish Class 
Bartlesville Public Library 

TUESDAY 

8 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

9:30 AM 

Gentle Yoga & Meditation 
Bliss Studio 

10 AM 

Fine Art Class 
BAA Price Tower Design Center 

Caregiver Support Group 
Elder Care 

6 PM 

Prana Vinyasa Flow Yoga 
Hillcrest Country Club 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

7 PM 

Tuesday Trivia 
Painted Horse Bar & Grill 

Darts 
Solo Club 

WEDNESDAY 

9 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

9 AM 

Tapestry Weaving Class 
Price Tower Design Center 

10 AM 

Babies & Toddlers Storytime 
Bartlesville Public Library 

11 AM 

Preschooler Storytime 
Bartlesville Public Library 

1 PM 

Open Studio 
Price Tower Design Center 

4:30 PM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

6 PM 

REFIT 
Bartlesville Public Library 

Vinyasa Yoga 
2nd Street Flat 

Citizenship Class 
Bartlesville Public Library 

THURSDAY 

8 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

9:30 AM 

Prana Vinyasa Flow Yoga 
Bartleville Civic Ballet Studio 

Gentle Yoga & Meditation 
Bliss Studio 

10 AM 

Babies & Toddlers Storytime 
Bartlesville Public Library 

ESL Conversion Class 
Bartlesville Public Library 

WW Wellness Workshop 
Bartlesville Community Center 

11 AM 

Preschooler Storytime 
Bartlesville Public Library 

1 PM 

Beginning Watercolor Art Class 
Price Tower Design Center 

5:30 PM 

WW Wellness Workshop 
Bartlesville Community Center 

6 PM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

7 PM 

Nightshift Karaoke 
Osage Casino 
 
 

9 PM 

Angelo’s Karaoke (21+) 
Angelo’s Tavern 

FRIDAY 

5:30 AM 

Power Yoga & Meditation 
Bliss Studio 

9 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

10 AM 

Fine Art Class 
Price Tower Design Center 

11 AM 

Power Yoga & Meditation 
Bliss Studio 

12 PM 

Eat Healthy, Be Active 
Bartlesville Public Library 

9 PM 
Live Music 
Solo Club 

9 PM 
Live Music 
Osage Casino 

SATURDAY 

8:30 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

10 AM 

Bartlesville Artisan Market 
Washington Park Mall 

WCSPCA Adoption Event 
Petco 

Gentle Yoga & Meditation 
Bliss Studio 

7 PM 

Gentle Stretch Yoga 
2nd Street Flat 

SUNDAY 

7 PM 

Gentle Stretch Yoga 
2nd Street Flat

RECURRING 
E V E N T S

2nd Street Flat 
118 A W. 2nd St.

Angelo’s Tavern 
130 S. Cherokee Ave.

Bartlesville Art Association 
Price Tower Design Center 
500 S. Dewey Ave.

Bartlesville Artisan Market 
Washington Park Mall 
2350 SE Washington Blvd.

Bartlesville Public Library 
600 S. Johnstone Ave.

Bliss Studio 
319 S. Dewey Ave.

Elder Care 
1223 Swan Dr.

Osage Casino 
222 Allen Road

Painted Horse Bar & Grille 
110 SW Frank Phillips Blvd.

Solo Club 
408 E. 2nd St.

Bartlesville Weight Watchers 
Bartlesville Community Center 
300 SE Adams Blvd.

Bartlesville Yoga 
MON/THURS: Bartlesville 
Civic Ballet Studio, 110 W. 2nd 
TUES: Hillcrest Country Club, 
1901 Price Road

Upper Room Noon  
Worship Service 
Johnstone/Sare Bldg. - 3rd Floor

Matt Spence, Agent

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

124 SW Frank Phillips Blvd  
Bartlesville, OK 74003-6607

Office: 918-336-3333 
Cell: 918-338-9350 
Fax: 918-336-9829 

 

matt.spence.wpdz@statefarm.com 
mattistheagent.com

EVENTS CALENDAR
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3rd Annual

C
arketM

LIVE MUSIC • GERMAN FOOD AND DESSERTS 
GLÜHWEIN • KID’S ACTIVITIES • AND MORE!

10am - 4pm • Bartlesville Community Center

Tickets available online at: okmmusic.org,

2019

Bardew Valley Inn
Mary Lynn Mihm

Attorney At Law Jon Nettles

at the door, or 918-336-9900

LOCAL HOLIDAY SHOPPING
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DINING GUIDE

Yum!

by Keith McPhail
Though the weather outside may be frightful, 

Bartlesville restaurants are serving up plenty of things 
delightful! Give your taste buds a gift this holiday season 
and treat yourself to some good local eats with the help of 
our monthly dining guide. Our city has some of the best 
places to gather with family & friends to enjoy all kinds of 
dishes that will warm your belly! Whether you’re trying 
something new or visiting your favorite standby, you’re 
helping support local businesses during the best time of 
the year. Happy eating! 

PAINTED HORSE BAR & GRILLE 
KITCHEN: MON-FRI 10:30AM-9PM 

BAR HOURS 
MON - THU 10:30 AM - 10 PM 

FRI & SAT 10:30 AM - MINDIGHT 

ASK ABOUT OUR CATERING! 

110 SW FRANK PHILLIPS BLVD. 

918-336-1100 • PAINTED-HORSE.COM 
Painted Horse Bar & Grill, together with Wolf Creek Ranch  

owners, Mark and Kelly Spencer, are proud to offer our locally 
raised, guaranteed all natural Angus beef products. 
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200 E 4th Street | Downtown Bartlesville 
Monday - Friday 6am - 2pm | Saturday 7am - 2pm 

www.outpostcoffeeco.com

SLOW-SMOKED

ASK ABOUT OUR HOMESTYLE SIDES

TURKEYS
+HAMS

SUNDAY - SATURDAY 11 AM - 10 PM 

2077 SE WASHINGTON BLVD
918-333-6200 
WWW.RIBCRIB.COM
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WIC supports 53% of all infants 
born in the U.S. Someone you 
know may be eligible.

Pregnant and Postpartum Women, Infants and Children up 
to age 5 who receive SoonerCare automatically qualify!  

Participants DO NOT have to be Native American to receive 
benefits! Spread the word! Call 1-800-460-1006 for more 

information. Clinic locations in Pawhuska, Skiatook, Hominy, 
Bartlesville, Tulsa, Sand Springs, Fairfax, and McCord! 

 
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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HELPING HANDS

Rebuilding a Broken Spirit
United Way Helps Children Get Vital Counseling
by David Austin

Though just a boy himself, “Billy” stood and patiently lis-
tened to his young friend. 

The friend was hurting. He was being bullied at school and 
didn’t know what to do about it, other than to cry whenever the 
emotion welling up inside of him finally spilled over. On top of 
that, his bicycle was broken. 

As he stood with his friend, Billy placed his hand on his 
shoulder. “It’s going to be alright,” said Billy, who would always 
be willing to lend an ear, even if he couldn’t necessarily fend 
off bullies or fix a bike. Though the comfort wasn’t attached to 
any real solutions, the friend took solace in it. He found 
strength in Billy. 

The strength that Billy offered was newfound. Just months 
earlier, he was a victim of bullying himself and would often burst 
into tears at the first hint of trouble. Consistent verbal abuse had 
shattered his self-confidence. But as others had before him, 
Billy got help. His family identified the problem and reached out 
to the Bartlesville-based Samaritan Counseling & Growth Center. 
A non-profit member agency of the Bartlesville Regional United 
Way, Samaritan offers affordable counseling and psychotherapy 
for those in need. 

The help Billy received at Samaritan has rebuilt his sense of 
self-worth and self-image to the point that he can assist not just 
himself, but peers who might be enduring similar struggles. 

Redemptive stories like that of Billy are numerous at the 
member agencies of the Bartlesville Regional United Way. 
Organizations such as the Salvation Army, the American Red 
Cross, the Westside Community Center, and Samaritan regularly 
assist community members who otherwise might not be able to 
afford help.  

Much of the funding for the programs of the member agen-
cies comes from the United Way. So, when you support the 
United Way, you support non-profit organizations that provide 
vital services.  

How can you help? You can do so by visiting the Bartlesville 
Regional United Way’s website at www.bartlesvilleuw.org. There, 
you can learn more about its impact on the community, it’s 
member agencies, and ways to give. 

The Bartlesville Regional United Way is focused on assisting 
people in three foundational areas of their respective lives — 
education, income, and health. Its member agencies offer serv-
ices to those at all points in their lives, from infancy to late 
adulthood. 

The people who serve at Samaritan tend to stay busy. A 
therapist who assists there recently met with 18 children during 

a week’s span. Of those children — an even mix of boys and 
girls — 80 percent had experienced physical and/or sexual 
abuse. Sadly, Samaritan continues to have new patients come 
in daily who have suffered abuse. The United Way helps fund 
the Samaritan Child Guidance program, which offers abused 
children the treatment they need. 

December marks the season of giving. And when you sup-
port the Bartlesville Regional United Way and the programs of 
its 13 non-profit member agencies, you help everyone to live 
better lives.  

Give today. Change our tomorrow. Live United.

The assistance “Billy” received at the Samaritan Counseling & Growth 
Center after suffering from bullying has given him new strength
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BEN JOHNSON 
COWBOY MUSEUM 

HISTORIC DOWNTOWN 
PAWHUSKA H OKLAHOMA 

RANKED #1 
NEW WESTERN ATTRACTION 

in the United States! 
- featured in True West Magazine

Ben “Son” Johnson 
1953 - World Champion Team Roper 
1972 - Academy Award Winner

“It couldn’t have happened to a nicer feller.” 
-Ben Johnson Oscar Acceptance Speech

Mon-Sat: 9am-6pm  |  201 E. 6th St., Pawhuska, OK 74056  |  918-287-9922
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ON THE OSAGE

Walkin’ the Halls with Halsey
Music Legend Jim Halsey to Bring Entertainment to Pawhuska
by Kelly Bland

 There are days when I need to pinch myself and make sure 
this isn’t a dream. Walking into Mr. Jim Halsey’s Tulsa office was 
one of those days. I pulled into the parking lot a few minutes 
ahead of our three o’clock meeting, so I decided to wait the 
extra time out in the car. As I was sitting there in the next-to-the-
last parking spot on the north end, I was thinking about how 
many struggling musicians and singers through the years would 
have given all they had for what I was about to get — an hour 
of the impresario of music’s attention. Well, Little Tourism Gal 
wasn’t walking through the doors with a demo to leave or a 
song to sing — she was bringing her microphone and computer 
for an interview of a lifetime. 

   Stepping inside, I was greeted by the glare of the fluores-
cent ceiling lights reflecting off the gold and platinum albums 
covering the walls from ceiling to floor. The friendly staffs’ faces 
aided in steadying my fluctuating heartbeat. I was out of my ele-
ment and knew it, but at times like these, you pull your shoulders 
back, put a smile on your face, and bravely go where few have 
dared to venture — down the road of chasing your dreams. 

   Halsey’s office was warmly decorated with an adobe fire-
place in the corner. The dark blinds toned down the light from 
the long windows, and the walls were flanked with couches. 
Halsey’s large, dark-stained desk almost hid two Grammies on 
a cabinet behind him — one for Roy Clark, and one for the Oak 
Ridge Boys. His gentle voice, twinkling eyes, and kind smile told 
me everything would be okay, and we proceeded to get to know 
each other as Audacity recorded our conversation. 

   Halsey had grown up in Independence, Kansas. He was 
the son of a store owner, and grew up understanding the power 
of marketing and the inside workings of salesmanship. In fact, 
he was planning on majoring in “Salesmanship” (which is what 
marketing was called back then) and music. Halsey was a sax-
ophone player back in the day. However, during the summer 
between his senior year of high school and freshman year of 
college, Halsey took a risk when an opportunity came his way 
to promote his first show. The risk paid off, and the show was 
an overwhelming success. From there, Halsey promoted many 
various forms of entertainment, including wrestling and even a 
circus, but everything changed when Mr. Hank Thompson 
asked Halsey to be his manager in the early 1950s. “Hank took 
me under his wing and taught me a lot, plus introduced me to 
many people,” Halsey told me, as he turned the pages back. 
From his beginnings in Kansas to his encounter with Hank 
Thompson, Halsey went on to become the largest country 
music producer in the nation. He worked with Roy Clark, Minnie 
Pearl, Willie Nelson, The Judds, Merle Haggard — and the list 
goes on for miles. At one time, Halsey’s company had 42 “Stars” 
as clients. “Not artists — STARS,” Halsey emphasized, to point 

out that his roster was much longer than 42 clients at the time, 
but 42 of his clients were major stars.   

   Now, Halsey is turning his attention toward Osage County, 
Oklahoma. He is working in conjunction with Pierce Arrow Pro-
motions to bring entertainment to the Constantine Theater in 
Pawhuska on a regular basis. On December 27 & 28, Mr. Jim 
Halsey will begin this endeavor, and will be bringing an up-and-
coming talented artist, Mr. Kyle Dillingham, to perform. There 
will be a matinee each day and an evening performance. Tickets 
are $23. Information on how to obtain tickets can be found at 
VisitTheOsage.com or by calling 918-210-9788. Additionally, if 
you would like to hear the entire Halsey interview, filled with sto-
ries and insight, it is available on the “Osagin’ It” podcast on 
Spotify. We hope to see every-
body in Pawhuska, on 
December 27 and December 
28 at the Constantine Theater! 
It’s always a good day to be in 
the Osage — where 
#TheSmilesAreAlwaysFree! 😉 
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MOVING LIFE FORWARD
FOR BARTLESVILLE.

Orthopedic excellence close to home.

Orthopedic Care
& Physical Therapy

4140 SE ADAMS RD (EAST OF THE QUARTERS)
TULSABONEANDJOINT.COM
918.214.8232 BARTLESVILLE

320 SE Delaware Suite 5 
PO Box 996 | Bartlesville, OK 74005 

918-333-5151
AGENT FOR
GOODVILLE
MUTUAL



Rough Childhood Forged Artist
McGregor Overcame Abuse to Thrive with Stained Glass
by Roseanne McKee

The odyssey of Mitzi McGregor is elemental to the award-
winning stained glass artist she has become. Her spiritual quest 
was fomented by the challenges of her childhood. According to 
a recent interview, her mother suffered at the hands of a hus-
band who secretly abused her. When Mitzi was about five, her 
parents divorced. Her mother was unable to care for Mitzi and 
her older brother, so they were shipped off to aunts and uncles 
to be raised — Mitzi to Wisconsin and her brother, Mike, to 
Texas. Although she was well treated, Mitzi decided to move to 
Texas with her father at the age of 15. She didn’t know it then, 
but that was a mistake. Her father was studying psychiatry to 
become a therapist and resumed his secret abuse, this time 
with Mitzi as the target. 

“When I moved in with my dad, I didn’t have a room in the 
house. He had one of the tiny vintage trailers next to his house 
and that was my room. I was an outcast from day one,” Mitzi said. 

Despite being terrified of her father, Mitzi took the coura-
geous step to leave at the age of 16. She hitched a ride, making 
a spur-of-the-moment decision to be let out in Austin, Texas. 
After a time of prayer in a gas station restroom, she remembered 
that she had an aunt and uncle that lived there. The gas station 
staff allowed her to use their phone to call them, and soon she 
found herself in the safety of their home.  

Bob and Connie Kroeker were two of the relatives who 
believed Mitzi’s mother when she told them of her domestic 
abuse. They also believed Mitzi. They took her to a doctor, who 
documented and photographed the welts on her body from her 
father’s abuse. Then, the Kroekers took legal steps to obtain 
custody of Mitzi. 

“They were the difference makers in my life. If they didn’t res-
cue me, I don’t know where I  would be,” she said.  

As a young adult, Mitzi worked for five years at Jo-Jan’s Arts 
and Crafts in Enid, Oklahoma. The owner, Jan Johnson, nur-
tured her artistic aptitude.  

“She pulled out so much in me that I didn’t know was there,” 
Mitzi said. 

Summing up Johnson’s message to her, she said, “you don’t 
lose unless you quit. You just have to keep going.” 

In 1984, Mitzi moved to Bartlesville. In 1985, she became a 
Christian and forgave her father. Coincidentally, that is the same 
year she started working with stained glass. “Before that, I 
dreamed about stained glass,” she said with a laugh. 

Bob Conner, who taught stained glass in Bartlesville, was her 
instructor. “He was very, very big in my stained-glass world,” 
Mitzi said. 

Although she later moved away, she never forgot Conner or 
Bartlesville. Following her divorce, she decided to make 
Bartlesville her home, bringing her mother with her. In 1993, she 
married Larry McGregor and moved her mother, Betty, in with 
them. Betty died in 2008 at the age of 72, but Mitzi said Betty’s 
life was restored and happy during those final years. 

Meanwhile, Mitzi continued to work on her stained glass art. 
Describing her process, she said, “it’s worship to me.” She puts 
on Christian music and lets her creativity flow. “I’m very social, 
but I need alone time to create,” Mitzi said. 

There is a connection between Mitzi’s philosophy and her 
approach to art. She believes that every fragment of stained 
glass is valuable, just as each experience in our lives has value. 
Mitzi sees the process of creating art with theses fragments as 
a metaphor for the way Jesus creates beauty from all of the 
experiences of our lives — even those that are the most painful. 

Mitzi has open houses by invitation and attends one show 
annually, Gifts Marketplace, which features local, women-
owned, small businesses. To learn more about her techniques 
and process, visit Mitzi’s Facebook page – Mitzi’s Stained Glass.
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Prairie Song, I.T.

by Bill Woodard

On the west bank of Hogshooter Creek, in the gently rolling 
hills east of Dewey, lies one of the best-kept secrets in Okla-
homa. To call it a tourist attraction is to do it a great injustice. 
Prairie Song is more than a place, more than a destination. It’s 
where we come from. It’s who we were; and for many of us, per-
haps, who we wish we could still be. It holds the spirit of those 
pioneers who came here when the land was still unspoiled and 
unsettled — the Indians and cowboys, the one-room school 
teacher, the blacksmith, the frontier doctor, the lawman, the 
preacher, the merchant, the 
newspaper man, the banker, 
and those tough pioneer 
wives and children.  

The story of Prairie 
Song — how it came to be 
and the couple who built 
this place — is as fascinat-
ing as the place itself. 
Prairie Song is as difficult to 
describe in words and pic-
tures as the Grand Canyon 
or the Oklahoma City 
National Memorial. You can 
read about it and see all of 
the photographs and 
movies, but until you actu-

ally experience it for yourself you won’t understand — either the 
place or its people. 

Prairie Song is built on a piece of one of the great Oklahoma 
pioneer ranches. Many of the vistas here are little-changed from 
the time Sherman Moore brought his Texas longhorns to Indian 
Territory. To the north is Blue Mound, a landmark the locals have 
used for decades, and likely used in centuries past. Prairie Song 
has deep roots, both cowboy and Indian, and remains proud of 

the heritage of both. It is the 
granddaughter of Sherman 
Moore, Marilyn, and her 
husband, Kenneth Tate, 
who first had the dream 
that today is Prairie Song. 
The longhorns are still there, 
by the way; not really 
enough to be called a herd, 
but enough to remind visi-
tors that ranching was 
considerably different in 
Indian Territory days. 

Growing up, Marilyn’s 
playmates were the cow-
boys who worked her dad’s 
Horseshoe L ranch, and the 
horses she rode and cared 
for. Marilyn is a cowgirl, 
rodeo queen, proud Chero-

Hold in your heart the prairie 
In your memory its song

Prairie Song’s Wildwood Chapel.
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kee, musician, historian, philanthropist, and at one point a rebel 
daughter who left the ranch. But her roots were here, and she 
eventually came back to this place that she never really wanted 
to leave. Kenneth is a truck driver, architect, craftsman, 
mechanic, historian, and builder who was born just a few miles 
south and west to another pioneer Oklahoma family. They are 
both storytellers without peer. If you catch them separately and 
ask how Prairie Song started you would likely hear somewhat 
different stories with different details. You would, however, 
notice the same passion and common dream of a place that 
would preserve the memory and honor the heritage of those 
men, women, and children who settled here. You would learn of 
a place that would remind and educate us on how they wor-
shiped and worked and learned and lived and, most of all, 
persevered. 

Thirty-some years ago, Kenneth and Marilyn found a log 
cabin at Silver Dollar City in Branson, Missouri constructed from 
hewn logs. Kenneth bargained for the cabin, numbered the logs, 
took it apart, trucked it to its current location, and rebuilt it. Mar-
ilyn filled it with furnishings from the early days of Oklahoma. It 
remains one of the Prairie Song showpieces. It was the first of 
the Prairie Song buildings and the last building that was not 
designed and built from scratch by Kenneth. Next came the 
Wildwood Chapel, followed by the Scudder School — both also 
built from hewn logs like the cabin. Then came Naughty Nelle’s 
Saloon, a marshal’s office, jail, post office, smokehouse, general 
store, blacksmith shop, bank, newspaper, and more — many 
more. All built in the old way of native materials with few nods 
to modern conveniences, modern construction technique, or 
material. Kenneth believes in building to last. A few have elec-
tricity, some do not. The saloon is air conditioned. There are 
modern potties on the premises, even though they might resem-
ble an old outhouse.  

Every building is filled with authentic items from Indian Ter-
ritory days. The log cabin is beautifully furnished and would 
have been the envy of ranch wives for miles around 120 years 
ago. The blacksmith shop is cluttered, dusty, and filled with half-
finished projects just as you would have found a territory 
blacksmith shop in the first years of the twentieth century. It is 
also filled with tools and machines that most of us won’t recog-
nize. Kenneth, however, can tell you what every tool is, what 
every machine is, what it was used for, and how it works. He can 

also tell you where he acquired each piece, and might even 
have a story of how he horsetraded for it. And he can do that 
with virtually every item in every building. Thousands of items, 
from a dentist pick to a 15,000-pound bank vault, to an egg 
scale, to a corn sheller, to a tire shrinker. 

You won’t need a lot of money if you visit Prairie Song. It is 
about as different from Silver Dollar City as a bulldog is from a 
banjo. There is nothing for sale, no food, no drinks, no souvenirs. 
There is a small admission charge. But if you don’t think Prairie 
Song is worth the price, Kenneth will give it back to you. If you 
are looking for shows and games, this is not the place. If you are 
an Okie, or have roots anywhere in the west, and want to know 
where you came from, a visit to Prairie Song will help you under-
stand. Prairie Song is a gift from Kenneth and Marilyn to all who 
make the effort to find this spot on the west bank of Hogshooter 
Creek. A unique and marvelous place, not just in Oklahoma, but 
in all of the world. 

~ Acknowledgment: The photos are all from my good friend 
and good friend of Prairie Song, Russell Maddock. 

Kenneth Tate, left, showing a visitor through the hardware store.

A look inside the blacksmith shop at Prairie Song.
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Picture yourself succeeding in a career where you make a difference. At Tri County Tech, we 

have over 30 programs designed for busy adults. Hands-on training and flexible schedules 

can take you from “job” to “career” in less than a year.

No hidden fees. Quick application. No hassle.
You can do this! We’re here to support you and get you ready for a new career. Making 

enrollment easy for you is something we pride ourselves on. We have in-house, easy-to-apply for 

financial assistance that will put you on a path to success without putting you in debt. Getting 

an education doesn’t have to be complicated, so why let it?

1.13.20 - 12.16.20

1.13.20 - 5.21.20 

1.16.20 - 5.21.20

1.14.20 - 12.17.20

1.13.20 - 12.16.20

MW

MTH

TH

TTH

MW

6:00 pm - 9:00 pm

6:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

6:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

6:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

6:00 pm - 9:00 pm

$2,990.00

$1,495.00

$1,495.00

$2,990.00

$2,990.00

Basic Electronic Technician

CompTIA A+

CompTIA Network+

Measurement & Maintenance Technician

Precision Machining Operations

PROGR AM DATES DAYS TIMES COST

Have Questions? Contact Kyle at 918.331.3240 or Kyle.Ppool@TriCountyTech.edu.

Apply today at TriCountyTech.edu
Tri County Tech does not discriminate on the basis of religion, race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in its programs and activities. The following person has been designated to 

handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies: Tara Stevens, Compliance Of昀cer, 6101 Nowata Road, Bartlesville, OK, Tara.Stevens@TriCountyTech.edu
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As a teacher in my early twenties, I 
wanted to change the world. I was going 
to instill my passion and skills into each 
student that entrusted their future to me. 
I developed lesson plans, set up demon-
strations, assigned homework, and gave 
tests. I did everything I was taught to do. 
I replicated the things my teachers did to 
instruct me. So, I was disappointed that 
my students weren’t getting it. 

My students happened to be inmates 
in a medium-security prison, so I ration-
alized my shortcomings to the idea that 
my students didn’t want to or were inca-
pable of learning. As I look back, I am 
embarrassed that I considered such a 
ridiculous notion. 

Fortunately, a mentor helped me 
understand that reaching my students 
wasn’t going to happen until I connected 
with them. Many years later, the idea 
became crystal clear when I heard lead-
ership guru John Maxwell say, “People 
don’t care how much you know until they 
know how much you care.” It wasn’t until 
I began to communicate with my stu-
dents as people that they started 
learning, and ultimately embraced me as 
their teacher. 

The best teachers understand that 
you have to touch the heart before you 

can ask for the hand. Unfortunately, 
touching the heart isn’t taught in a col-
lege class or outlined in a textbook. It’s a 
leadership skill that is needed to become 
a great teacher and, ultimately, a great 
leader of a school, or any organization, 
for that matter. 

Developing leaders is a gap that is 
missing in many of our school systems. 
Good teachers get promoted, and they 
lead as the good teacher elevated before 
them. Eventually, a good teacher makes 
it to the ranks of the superintendent and 
leads by the example set before them. 
As a result, many schools are experienc-
ing a “leadership gap.” 

The process isn’t necessarily bad, but 
it isn’t great, either. John D. Rockefeller 
said it best when he said, “Don’t be 
afraid to give up the good to go for the 
great.”  

There are numerous excellent school 
leaders. Still, I contend that many school 
leaders have the right attitude and are 
willing to work hard, but lack the training 
necessary to bring about significant 
results. Hard work and attitude are like 
the ball and bat in the game of baseball. 
They are required to play the game, but 
aren’t enough to be great at it.  

There is plenty of discussion regard-
ing teacher professional development, 
and rightfully so; but where is the discus-
sion around developing the CEO of a 
school? Successful businesses under-
stand the importance of developing the 
CEO, and hold them accountable to lead 
and to set the example. Companies 
invest in their leaders, and often hire 
coaches to help move them from good to 
great. 

Creating a culture capable of world-
class results doesn’t happen by accident. 
It certainly can’t happen with hard work 
alone. Developing school leaders will 
affect the rest of the school. A great 
leader will improve teacher retention and 
satisfaction, which will lead to improved 
student and school performance.  

Schools are big businesses and need 
leaders capable of running the day-to-
day operations, but it doesn’t stop there. 
A great leader dares to set a bold vision 
and is capable of fostering a culture 
committed to the success of that vision. 
Developing the CEO of a school may be 
one of the most overlooked, yet critical, 
tasks we have as a society. After all, we 
entrust our children and future to the care 
of the organization the person leads. 
Want to improve education? Develop 
those who lead it. 

Give Up Good & Go For Great
by Lindel Fields
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LOOKING BACK SPONSOR

Jewel Box  
HOTEL APARTMENTS

• 5 unique one bedroom hotel apartments  

• In the heart of downtown   

• Laundry room with washers and dryers- 

free for tenant use 

• All utilities included: electric, water, trash, internet & wi-fi  

• Fully furnished 

• Stainless steel appliances  

• Smart TV in each apartment

Celebrate and Luxuriate this Holiday 

in your very own Jewel Box

100 SW Frank Phillips Blvd | Bartlesville, OK 74003 
8 am-5 pm, Monday-Friday

(918) 534-6011

The Room At The Top Events

johnstone.sare@gmail.com | www.johnstone-sare-theroomatthetop.com | www.facebook.com/johnstone.sare.events | instagram: @johnstone.sare.events
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The “Santa Takes the City” headline 
above was also the headline in the 
Examiner on December 17, 1938. 

The local Chamber of Commerce, 
schools, and Frank Phillips all put 
together an elaborate plan to bring Santa 
to Bartlesville in an airplane, then greet 
the children. The plan played out in the 
local papers the week leading up to the 
December 16 event. Santa sent radi-
ograms to the Chamber explaining that 
two of his reindeer were lame, and asked 
if they could send a “big cabin airplane” 
to the North Pole to get him. He also 
asked that they send a good pilot, 
because Santa was anxious since he had 
never ridden in an airplane. Santa also 
asked that the community have a large, 
decorated tree with lights in a convenient 
place to meet the boys and girls. 

The Chamber wrote back to Santa 
that Frank Phillips was excited to lend his 
airplane, saying “it will give me more real 
joy than anything I can think of.” 

The president of the Chamber, Mr. 
Trippet, suggested to Santa that he get 
all his rush work done by December 15, 
so Santa would be able to come to 
Bartlesville, see the boys and girls, and 
still have time to see all the homes that 
would be on his route on Christmas Eve. 
He also wanted Santa to think about 

going modern and using an airplane to 
deliver the toys on Christmas Eve. 

The Examiner posted the schedule 
the morning of the event: At 3:00 Santa 
will arrive at the West Park, followed by 
singing of patriotic and Christmas songs, 
then a parade ending at the community 

tree, located at 3rd and Johnstone. 
Schools were to be dismissed early. 

Santa sent a telegram to Mr. Trippet 
after the plane arrived at the North Pole, 
telling how excited he was that his friend, 
Billy Parker, was the pilot. He was not 
anxious about the flight anymore. 

Santa was such a big hit that the 
crowd of children and adults mobbed 
him, which caused the program to be 
forgotten. 

Santa had planned to return to the 
North Pole the next day, but he had such 
a good time in Bartlesville he decided to 
stay longer. He said, “I don’t want to go 
home. The hospitality is so unexcelled.” 
He also was excited to see all the deco-
rated windows in town. 

After Santa returned to the North Pole, 
he wrote a letter to Frank Phillips, thank-
ing him and the community for such a 
good time. He especially enjoyed the 
plane ride and wanted the boys and girls 
to be assured he would be back the night 
before Christmas. 

Even though he was tempted to use 
a plane to deliver the toys on Christmas 
Eve, he decided to keep using his sleigh, 
because he could see his destinations 
better. He ended the letter saying he 
hoped to be invited back the next year.

Santa Takes the City

Elaborate Plan Brought Santa to Bartlesville in 1938
Kay Little, Little History Adventures



Welcome visitors to your home with 
a festive wreath   

Christmas wreath $75

Better sleep can be yours!  
iComfort Serta Adjustable Base

Kick back in style!  
Large selection of 
Lane recliners and  
recliners and a half 

starting at 
$399

Many styles!  
Large selection of 

headboards  
starting at $199

Serta queen sets 
starting at $349

Unique floral 
arrangement  
Add a touch of  

elegance to any room 
with a unique floral 

bouquet. 

 $75

Chase away the  
winter blues  

A beautiful Christmas 
Cactus in full bloom will 

brighten any room.  
6” pot $35

Holiday Gift Guide
Look no further than right here in Bartlesville when it comes to shop-
ping for the holiday season. This month, local merchants showcase fab-
ulous gift ideas to make your holiday shopping merry and bright. 
Happy Holidays!

JOHNSTONE SARE  
BUILDING 

100 SW Frank Phillips Blvd 
Bartlesville 

9183338181

HOURS: Mon–Fri  
8:30AM–5:30PM  
Sat 9AM–12PM 

Sun Closed

Eastland Center • 9183352940

Give the gift of comfort!



Never lose your keys 
again! GoGo Keychains. 

available in 10+ colors and 
with letters or sayings. 

Custom orders also  
offered! $22.50 each 

Keep hot drinks hot and cold drinks  
cold with Corkcicle items   
Tumblers - $26.99$39.99 
Canteens - $28.99$44.99 

Mugs - $25.99 
Champagne Flutes - $20.99

Add a fashionable touch to 
your phone with Casery 

Phone cases. Each case is 
drop test certified and anti 
scratch, making them cute 
and durable. Phone cases 

$29.99

Bangle Bands 
 $7.99$9.99 each,  

2-Packs $15  
3-Packs $20 

Fusion brings the best in organic wellness products!  
 Try our Eminence Organics facial products rated  #1 in the world for best skin care.   

Along with our paraben and sulfate free Deep Steep body products, we have your skin needs covered.  
And don't forget our amazing Mother Earth flax seed pillows. Covers handmade by Martha's Task.  

Everything you need for complete rejuvenation and relaxation at Fusion Massage & Wellness.

Custom Made and  
Ready Made Baskets 

Bulk Candies and  
Chocolates of All Types

110 SE Frank Phillips Blvd, Bartlesville OK 
9183313855 • BartlesvilleMassage.com

222 SE Frank Phillips Blvd 
(918) 2143604 

MonThur & Sat: 10:30 am2 pm 
Fri: 10:30 am  5 pm

Located in the  
Eastland Shopping Center  

918-876-4390

Mommy & Me attire!  
Adult Olive dress $28.99  
Kids Olive Dress $21.99  

Adult Grey Leopard Sweater 
$17.99  

Kids Grey Leopard Sweater 
$10.99



Seiko Melodies In 
Motion Chime Clock  

18 melodies in the 
finest quality sound. 

$285

Seiko Melodies  
In Motion Clock  Featuring 
six Classic Melodies and six 
Christmas Melodies. Made 
with Swarovski® Crystals 

$695

Seiko Melodies In 
Motion Clock  

 18 melodies in the 
finest quality 

sound. Made with 
Swarovski®  

Crystals $365

Seiko   
 50 Year  

Anniversary 
quartz watch 

$240

Crown Royal Salted 
Carmel  or Peach 
Whiskey  $30.99

Spin the Shot, wheel 
of Shots or Stack 

Drinking Game  
$12.99

Animal bottle holders 
$22.99

1792 Bottled in Bond 
Store Barrel Pick 

$39.99

Maker’s Mark  
Gift Sets  $29.59

Seiko   
 Automatic Divers 
200m watch $495

Seiko   
 Ladies Crystal  

Collection watch $325

Best of the Best  
Mollycoddled Hash 

Slinger Salted Whiskey 
Caramels / Made In 

Oklahoma 
 $16.99

Kendra Scott 
 Harlow Necklace 

 $228

Swig 14 oz insulated 
wine tumbler.  

Many sizes and  
patterns available.  
Dishwasher safe.  

$27.99

HOBO  
Sable / Logan Berry  

 many variety of  
colors 

$108

Bees Wrap Natural Alternative to 
Plastic Wrap price & size varies 

$6.99 $20.99

The Great SanSaba 
River Pecan Company - 

Pecan Pie in a Jar 
$16.99

Custom Jewelry & Watch Repair 
2245 SE Washington Blvd D 

Bartlesville, OK 

(918) 3331311

118 E 2nd St  • (918) 876-6943   
 Mon-Wed, Fri: 10am-5:30pm  

 Thurs: 10am8pm  •  Sat: 10am-4pm   

Tito’s with 
Christmas 

Sweater  $17.99

Monday  Thursday 9AM  10PM •  Friday  Saturday 9AM  11PM

4101 Nowata Road • 9183336020 
Spread a little cheer this Christmas!

Nowata Road Liquor



Start your day on the 
right foot!  Enjoy a  

delicious cup of coffee 
from the comfort of 

your home.  
Starting at $15

Gourmet Hot Cocoa Mix  
Available in Classic Hot Cocoa, 

Dark Chocolate Cocoa, and 
Mayan Cocoa mixes.

Irresistible!  
Chocolates as  

beautiful as they are 
delicious. $9  $25

Locally made Sidekick Design 
co. leather and sterling silver 

earrings will kick up your 
wardrobe. From  $16  $18

Unique! enewton effortless 
jewelry pieces for when you 

want to feel special 
 everyday. From  $48  $58

  Show your style 
SCOUT bags for  
every occasion.  

From  $9.50  $16.50

Celebrate the Season! 
Wide variety of  

Christmas and seasonal 
decor and furniture.

For the man in your life. 10oz. Soaps Packaged 
perfectly for gift giving in a masculine leather 

textured box. Man Bar $9  Candle $10$15

Indulge! 
Individual 
candies 

available.

Just this side of 
heaven! 

Six hand-decorated 
decadent truffles $25

Car Coasters 
$17.95

 Mug and Coaster Set 
$21.95

Tie 
$41.95

 Children’s Book $12.95

Playing Cards 
$14.95

3D Block Puzzle $6.95

Gold Foil Jigsaw Puzzle 
$19.95 Socks 

$15.95$18.95

510 S Dewey Ave • 918-336-4949 
Gift Shop Open 9 am - 8 pm

Unique Frank Loyd Wright gifts for 
 everyone in the family!

100 SW Frank Phillips Blvd #170

Open 7 days a week 
(918) 977-0955

Stop by for 
 great gift ideas!

918-876-0194 
2503 Suite One, SE Washington Blvd
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Westside Paint & Body Shop 
Full-Service Auto Body • 3 Generations • Since 1963 • Ed Jones, Founder • Wes & Travis Jones, Owners 

1755 SW Frank Phillips • 918-336-3130

Life HappensLife Happens

www.coppercupimages.com        918-337-2781 

we love 
Bartlesville
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TRIBUTE

Spence Rigdon
Longtime Bruin Left a Legacy of Selflessness & Kindness
by Maria Gus

Spence Rigdon, longtime Bartlesville coach, educator, 
administrator, and friend, passed away with his family surround-
ing him on November 4, 2019.  

Rigdon was born and raised in Bartlesville, leaving for just a 
short while to attend college and begin his career. Soon he 
made his way back to the community he loved, and built a 
beautiful family. His wife, Christina, and children, Rilee, Bradee, 
and Cy, are very active in Bartlesville. From cross country to 
track and field, baseball, and football, the Rigdons were not only 
a sports family — they were a sportsmanship family. It was evi-
dent in everything Spence Rigdon was. 

I have known Spence since 7th grade. He was definitely one 
of the “cool kids,” but what made him even better was that he 
was also one of the kind kids. At his funeral on November 9, 
many of the hundreds of people that were there had gone to 
school at one time or another with Spence. This group of friends 
came from different backgrounds, different neighborhoods, and 
different classes — but every single person was there because 
Spence Rigdon, without a doubt, was one of the good guys. 

As the stories of Spence Rigdon have been shared over the 
last few weeks, I have been reminded of other good guys. The 
ones that are quiet and strong; the ones that were always there 
even when you didn’t know; the ones that didn’t speak just to 
fill the space. I had these thoughts immediately after Spence 
Rigdon passed. 

 At the funeral, Christina was the last person to speak. After 
she shared a touching tribute to his life, she commented how 
she needed to wrap things up because, as Spence would say, it 
was time to “land the plane.” 

Spence did not speak just to fill the space. 

If Bartlesville were a movie, Spence Rigdon would be the 
wise character that helped the star climb to the top because of 
his honesty, his grit, and his big heart. Spence Rigdon was the 
guy that made you want to try harder, because sometimes he 
believed in you more than you did. 

Friends of Rigdon had much to say about the man, including 
how much he will be missed. Even more, they will miss the way 
he supported his students, his friends, and his family. 

“Spence was selfless and kind,” said Craig Wasemiller, long-
time friend and fellow BHS class of ‘91 graduate. “He was a 
great family man and he loved my kids like they were his own.” 
As with many of his friends, Wasemiller noted that Rigdon 
coached and encouraged many of his friends’ children. He was 
always sincerely interested in others’ achievements.  

“As Coach [Steve] Hesser would say, Spence was a BRUIN,” 
added Wasemiller. “That compliment wasn’t given to many peo-
ple — only the special ones who were tough and gave their all. 
I will miss him terribly; everyone will. He is irreplaceable.” 

“One thing about Spence was he was always taking care of 
others, putting others before himself, always coaching — 
always,” said John Pannell, fellow coach and longtime friend. 

“Whether it was you, a player, a student, a teacher, a janitor, a 
bus driver, a class, a team, a building, a program, or a district, 
Spence made it better. He quietly, very quietly, made it better.” 

There are not enough pages to share the many great things 
about Spence Rigdon. He was someone who always gave 100 
percent and has left a great legacy. Here’s to all that knew him, 
may he live on through all of us working to make things better. 

Spence Rigdon with wife, Christina, and children, Rilee, Bradee & Cy.
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523 County Road 4955, Shidler, OK 74652 
918.604.1077

“IT WAS THE SESSION OF MY DREAMS!” 
I really loved the way Molly truly cared about my opinion during my  

session. I loved the investment she placed in me and the way she made  
me feel confident through the entire experience. 

- Shiloh M.

            BARTLESVILLE 

Each office is independently owned and operated

BARBARA HOPPER

Celebrating 
40 Years 

in the 
Business

B R O K E R  /  O F F I C E R  
918-335-7202 

barbhopper.com 
ABR, CRS, GRI

GET LISTED. GET SOLD. GET MOVING.

December 11 & 12 at 7pm at the 
Bartlesville Community Center 

Tickets can be purchased by calling  
918-337-2787 or online at  

www.bartlesvillecommunitycenter.com
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A FRESH PERSPECTIVE

Traveling Stories
Family Travels Can Lead to Meeting Amazing People
by Brent Taylor

My wife and I love to travel and are 
always amazed at the people we meet. 
After a hot yoga session in Santa Rosa, 
my wife, Karen, sat in a coffee shop while 
a man across the aisle sat with his dog. 
Karen wore sunglasses but no makeup. 
The man looked over at Karen and said, 

“That’s the most beautiful women I’ve 
ever seen.” The man finished his coffee, 
got up and slowly walked past Karen’s 
table and he said to the dog, “Yep, most 
beautiful women I’ve ever seen.” Which 
made me feel good, because I’ve always 
wanted to be married to the most beau-
tiful women in the world.  

On that same trip, we met Dean 
James, a friend of Charles Schulz, the 
creator of the Peanuts cartoon. Since I 
have always 

loved the Peanuts comic strip, it was a 
joy to meet a tennis partner of Mr. Schulz 
on our trip to Sonoma County. Dean has 
a welcoming face that looks like a sun-
faded catchers mitt, with kind, learned 
eyes that twinkle like stars when he tells 
stories about “Sparky,” as his close 
friends refer to Mr. Schulz.  

Dean swims every morning at 5 a.m. 
and is an avid tennis player who often 
played tennis with Sparky. Dean was also 
a well-known professional golfer who 
used to work at the Oakmont Golf Club, 
then went to the Monterey Peninsula 
Country Club and Santa Rosa Golf & 
Country Club. Dean told us that in 1967, 
trying to qualify for the Bing Crosby golf 
championship at Pebble Beach, he 

three-putted the final hole to miss 
qualifying by one shot. But 

he got to play Pebble 

Beach after all, when Charles Schulz 
subsequently asked him to play in the 
pro-am at the Crosby.  

He played for several years, then was 
replaced on Schulz’s team by golf legend 
Johnny Miller. Dean graduated from BYU 
and knew Mr. Miller, who also graduated 
from BYU and was a friend of Mr. Schulz. 
Charles Schulz died 18 years ago, and 
Dean told us about a conversation with 
Miller regarding the eulogy.  

Dean said to Johnny, “You are a TV 
golf announcer, you should do the 
eulogy.” Mr. Miller told Dean, “No, you do 
it.” And so Dean spoke along with Billie 
Jean King at Mr. Schulz’s memorial. One 
day Dean was playing doubles with 
Schulz and Dean missed several shots 
into the net. Dean slammed his racquet 
into the net support, shattering it into a 
useless heap of string and fiberglass. 
Schulz reminded Dean of that outburst 
from time to time ... until one day Dean 
opened the paper and saw a Peanuts 
strip depicting the incident. Dean still has 
a copy of the comic strip autographed by 
Mr. Schulz.  

So keep your ears open when 
you travel. There are many greats 

stories still yet undiscovered. 
And, be careful what you say 

around writers and cartoon-
ist for that matter. You 

might just become 
famous!
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918.333.8225 

1501 SE Bison Rd, Bartlesville 

bisontrails-ok.com

Now Leasing: 1, 2, & 3  

Bedroom apartments

Making life work is our life’s work.
• Skilled nursing 

• Physical therapy 

• Occupational therapy 

• Speech therapy

• Personal care, hygiene 

• Companionship 

• Assistance with 
  errands 

• Medical social work 

• Transportation 

• Home-health 
  management

Free consultations, call 918.333.8500
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Take a Shot
at Better 

Senior Living

Call (918) 335-2086 to schedule a visit.
1025 Swan DriveBartlesville, OK 74006

When it comes to choosing the right senior living 
community, a little smart strategy comes into play. 
Whether you or someone you love is considering 
independent living, assisted living or memory care, 
we hope Green Country Village is on the table. 
With exceptional private residences, welcoming 
neighbors and nearly non-stop activities, it’s the 
place to live, connect, grow.

GreenCountryVillage.com

1025 Swan Drive  •  Bartlesville, OK 74006 Not-For-Pro昀t Organization
9/18

• Retaining Walls 
• Landscaping 
• Garden Gifts

• Custom Planting 
• Irrigation 
• Much More

111 SE Beck, Bartlesville 
918-333-3248

OPEN: Mon - Fri: 8 am - 5:30 pm,  
Sat: 9 am - 4 pm

Large Selection  
of Trees, Shrubs, Annuals and Perennials

Bartlesville’s Favorite
Garden Center

Bartlesville’s Favorite
Garden Center

• Custom Planting 
• Irrigation 
• Much More

• Retaining Walls 
• Landscaping 
• Garden Gifts



HOPS FOR HOPE

CHAMBER GALABUSINESS AFTER HOURS
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OUT & ABOUT



STORMWALKER RANCH

SPORTS HALL OF FAME
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OUT & ABOUT
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• Affordable, accessible and close to home
• Bachelor’s and associate degrees available – on-site or online
• High school students can earn college credit with concurrent classes
• Smaller classes with highly qualified faculty members
• Scholarships and other financial aid available
• RSU maintains internships with major area companies
• Seamless transfer from several area community colleges
• In-state tuition for Kansas residents

RogersStateU | #HillcatNation

RSU BARTLESVILLE CAMPUS  |  401 S. Dewey Ave.

www.rsu.edu/bartlesville  |  918-338-8000

Enroll Now
Classes Begin Jan. 13

POOL CONSTRUCTION 
SERVICE  •  CHEMICALS

WEEKLY POOL MAINTENANCE AVAILABLE 
918.333.4442  •  412 SE WASHINGTON BLVD, BARTLESVILLE, OK 74006

SWIM’N HOLES
swimnholesinc.com

Schedule NOW 
Swim next Summer

FREE  
water testingA Heavenly Touch

Cleaning    Service

We don’t just clean...we care!

aheavenlytouchcleaning.com 
918.914.2159

™

Have a tidy

and a spick & spanChristmas
New Year

• Weekly        •  Deep Cleaning 
• Bi-Weekly   •  Carpet  
• Monthly      •  Windows

Residential &  
Commercial Cleaning

Celebrating  
our 13-year  
anniversary



Phyllis Wyckoff
Director of Non-Pro昀t 
Banking

pwyckoff@regent.bank
(918) 273-4115

Contact Information
Give us a call & 昀nd out why 
our clients are clients for life.

No 昀ne print.  Just free banking for those who 
take care of our community.

Easy to Switch
Private bankers to help assist you.

Free Client Programs
Value-adding resources and access to events like 
our quarterly Non-Pro昀t Leadership Series

No Monthly Maintenance Fees
We don’t believe those who are helping our com-
munities should be bogged down with paying a ton 
of fees.

Contact us for more details!
or visit www.regent.bank/nonpro昀t

(918) 273-1227

Instant-Issue Debit Card
No Waiting for the Mail to Come. 

Stop in, get your account set up, 
receive your instant-issue debit card 
and have it ready to use that day!  

We can also replace the well-worn 
card currently in your wallet in 
minutes by stopping by one of our 
locations.  

Now that’s convenience!

No Fees for Non-Pro昀t 
Businesses

NOW YOU KNOW SPONSOR



Now That’s Entertainment
A Look at Exciting Events in Early Bartlesville
by Debbie Neece, Bartlesville Area History Museum

All work and no play … you know that 
quote. As Bartlesville was developing 
one brick and false-fronted wooden 
building at a time, evenings and week-
ends brought a break from work … and 
boredom. Although church services were 
the focus of community gatherings, 
some areas had Friday evening Literary 
Society meetings and spelling bees, 
debates and box supper auctions in con-
nection with schools events.  

The arrival of a circus or carnival 
brought county wide excitement. The 
thrilling Ringling Brothers Circus came to 
Bartlesville in 1902. After unloading the 
animals from the train cars, a three mile 
long parade announced the arrival of the 

“greatest show on earth.” Teams of six to 
eight horses pulled wagons through the 

streets of Bartlesville carrying the rhinos 
and hippos and the steam calliope called 
patrons to attend the events, which took 
place at the location of the current 
Phillips parking lot.  

Frank Phillips was close friends with 
the owners of the Ringling Brothers Cir-
cus and even into the depressive 1930s, 

“Uncle Frank” arranged for the circus to 
visit Bartlesville where the area children 

were treated to exciting performances 
and given a sack of peanuts to feed the 
monkeys and elephants.    

One of the earliest forms of year-
round entertainment was music and the 
Fortnightly Literary-Musical Association 
organized in 1904 to bring cultural better-
ment to Bartlesville. The residential 
meetings brought ladies together for an 
evening of piano/violin duets, vocal solos 
and literacy readings.  

Originating in 1826, Lyceum programs 
were aimed at self-improvement 
through lectures and discussions on 
literary, scientific and moral topics; 
often presented by local citizens and 
traveling scholars and authors.
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In the fall of 1905, the Bartlesville Fire 
Department announced the need to buy 
a team of horses and firefighting appara-
tus. The City Council approved the 
expense and over the following months, 
the Fire Department arranged a Lyceum 
Course of musical and literary engage-
ments to fund the purchase. The 
fundraising event was a great success.  

Theatrical culture was slow to 
develop in Washington County, but the 
need was addressed by traveling “tent 
shows” with melodrama plays, comedy 
skits and musicals. Before the arrival of 
trains, vaudeville and theatrical troupes 
arrived in Bartlesville by wagons and 
buggies. The shows erected canvas the-
aters on the west side of Dewey Avenue 
between Third and Fourth Streets and 

the drama and comedy lasted a week, 
often incorporating a band or orchestra. 

The Bradley and Bryant building was 
completed in 1903 at 119 E. Third Street 
(later renamed Frank Phillips Blvd.). As 
one of the first brick business buildings 
in Bartlesville, the Bradley and Bryant 
Opera House occupied the second floor 
with a small stage and limited seating.  

In as much as the railroad paved the 
way to export oil, the arrival of the rail-
road also increased entertainment 
opportunities. Traveling companies of 
vaudeville shows offered a broad selec-
tion of entertainment including musicians, 
singers, dancers, comedians, trained ani-
mals, magicians, ventriloquists, acrobats, 
jugglers and one-act plays.  

The Blues and 
Musical Comedy 
show of Ruby 
Darby, known in 
the Midwest as 
the Queen of Oil 
Fields, was a fre-
quent performer 
in Bartlesville dur-
ing the heyday of 

RUBY DARBY

The Civic Center stage was 72 by 38 
feet with 17 dressing rooms and 
auditorium seating for about 2,000.

NOW YOU KNOW



live entertainment on local stages. Her 
tabloid musical comedy troupe was said 
to have put on a pretty “hot” show to a 
packed house at the Oklah Opera House 
at 105-107 W. Third Street. 

Vaudeville shows heavily influenced 
the development of early film and radio. 
Bartlesville’s first motion picture house, 
the Star Theatorium opened in 1907, on 
the second floor of the F.W. Weeks build-
ing, on Second Street, currently 
Wasemiller Insurance Agency. The the-
ater presented silent pictures, enhanced 
by a vocalist who sang the words pro-
jected on the movie screen with a piano 
player accompanist. This theater was 
also called the “Laughatorium,” because 
the theater often showed comedy films. 
Admission ranged from five and ten 
cents for a one-hour show. 

Early silent picture shows were rented 
for a dollar per reel and shipped from 

town to town, like to the theaters in 
Ramona, Dewey, Vera and Nowata.  

The earlier Lyceum Courses evolved 
to become the Circuit Chautauqua which 
was founded in 1874 in western New 
York State. Organized by the Commercial 
Club, precursor to the Chamber of Com-
merce, the Chautauqua first came to 
Bartlesville in 1907 and returned almost 
annually through 1922. The touring sum-
mer variety show and music festival 
featured some of the finest orators in the 
country, melodrama, comedies, magi-
cians, music and choruses. The 1908 
Chautauqua ran thirteen days with thirty 
separate afternoon and evening attrac-
tions on the program. 

One of the most significant Circuit 
Chautauqua events happened in 1920 
with the arrival of 
former president 
William Howard 
Taft. As the Santa 
Fe train arrived, 
Taft was greeted 
by the Washing-
ton County Bar 
Association and 
every Boy Scout 
troop in the area, 
standing at salute. Mr. Taft was a high-
executive official of the Boy Scouts of 
America so the opportunity to meet such 

a prestigious man was significant for the 
youths. Taft arrived on the train from 
Tulsa during his winter Chautauqua tour. 
He was treated to a celebratory parade; 
he presented a speech at the Carnegie 
Library (currently the law office of Kane, 
Kane and Kane); he was escorted to a 
luncheon at the home of Mr. H.V. Foster; 
and spent the afternoon at the Country 
Club. At 6:00 p.m., Taft was the guest of 
honor at an evening meal presented by 
the Bar Association at the Hotel Maire 
where guests highly praised Taft for his 
efforts to “heal our nation” after WWI. 
Before a packed house at the Bartlesville 
High School, Taft took the stage at 8 p.m. 
to deliver his lecture, “The Greatest Inter-
national Document in History: The 
League of Nations.” He was well praised 
with a standing ovation and the lecture 
concluded with the singing of “God 
Bless America.”  

After World War I, in the mid-1920s, 
the need of a community auditorium 
became apparent and plans began to 
build a new Civic Center in the heart of 
the Bartlesville. Construction began in 

The League of Nations was established 
as an international peacekeeping 
organization. Unfortunately, the failure 
of the League became one of the lead-
ing causes of WWII.
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1922 and the building served the city 
with theater performances, musicals and 
public meetings until being razed in 1990 
to create space for the new Bartlesville 
Public Library. 

As vaudeville began to fade, motion 
pictures arrived, creating lifelong memo-
ries for all who have attended. By 1938, 
Bartlesville boasted four moving-picture 
theaters with a total seating capacity of 
2,200 persons. Two theaters occupied the 
300 block of Johnstone Avenue; the 
Odeon which opened in 1913 at 316 S. 
Johnstone and the Crown Theater which 
had recently opened at 320 S. Johnstone.  

The Crown Theater was nestled 
among the shops of Johnstone Avenue 
only a short time. Established about 
1938, the Crown shared a building with 
Edward’s ladies wear to the south and 
the Hotel St. Regis overhead. In the early 
morning hours of January 14, 1940 the 

fire department was summoned to an 
explosive fire that took the lives of three 
men. After the ashes were cleared, the 
clothing stores of Edward’s and Koppel’s 
were rebuilt at that location, directly 
south of the Osage Theater.    

The Odeon Theater moved to 107 W. 
Third Street in March 1940, and the gala 
grand opening of the art deco Osage 
Theater took place at 316 S. Johnstone 
on June 27, 1940. The event brought 
prestigious Osage Tribal leaders and 
movie stars. The premier show was 

“Irene” starring Hollywood actress Anna 
Neagle who was present to cut the rib-
bon for the grand opening celebration. 
Activities included Osage Indian street 
dances, special teas, fashion shows, 
stunt pilot Art Gobel flew over Bartlesville 
and a special guest appearance of the 
Osage tribal leader, Chief Fred Lookout.  

In 1959, the Osage Theater brought 
future President and First Lady Ronald 
Reagan and Nancy Davis to Bartlesville 
in “Hellcats of the Navy” and the “FBI 
Story” with Jimmy Stewart and Vera 

Miles which detailed the rise of one of 
America’s most important law and order 
agencies as they captured some of the 
most notorious criminals of the era, like 
John Dillinger and Pretty Boy Floyd.   

After 34 years of movie memories, the 
Osage Theater closed its doors for the 
last time on April 17, 1974. In May 1981, 
the building was razed and only the 
memories and a parking lot remain. 

If this story has intrigued you to know 
more about the history about Washing-
ton County entertainment and theaters, 
Debbie Neece and Ron Roe have com-
piled their research into a book, 

“Vaudeville to Cinema” available only at 
the Bartlesville Area History Museum, 
401 S. Johnstone Ave, 5th Floor.  

And…That’s Entertainment!

Bartlesville has been credited with many 
“firsts” and on the list is the Telemovie 
Experiment, which arrived in Bartlesville 
September 1957 as the first pay-per-
view television piped into homes. The 
system gained national attention with a 
six-page article in the October 14, 1957 
Life Magazine and others. 

Now You Know*

Did You Know?
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Literacy Services

Available Thursday 10-7, Friday 10-5, Saturday 10-4

December 19th-21st

Fundraiser

Delicious Holiday Baked Goods

You pick up ready to serve!

Support Literacy! 
Take Home Sparkling Eats and Yummy Treats!

Join us for these events:
Baking demonstrations Thursday & Friday at 11, 12, 1 and 2 

Stories with Mr. and Mrs. Claus on Thursday from 5-7 
Pictures with Santa Saturday from 10-4

                                                                                           LLiteracy Services  Literacy Services  Literacy Services  Literacy Services  Literacy Services  Literacy Services  Literacy Services  Literacy Services  Literacy Services  Literacy Services  Literacy Services  Literacy Services  Literacy Services  Literacy Services  Literacy Services  Literacy Services  Literacy Services  Literacy Services   
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The One Gift
by Lori Kroh

I bet everyone has that one 
Christmas where they can 
close their eyes and the mem-
ories seem like yesterday. It’s 
as if I’m in a snow globe and 
all I can see is what’s around 
me, and I’m grasping for more 
of my memories. They are 
fleeting and so hard to hold 
onto. Yet they are there in 
wonder, like little snowflakes 
swirling inside the globe. I shut 
my eyes and slowly they fade 
away.  

I’m 17 ... and these are the 
memories I cherish of one 
Christmas Day. My parents 
had been laid off by the oil 
industry, and my sisters and I 
had no idea what that meant 
to us and how it would change 
our lives. Our parents told us 
how Christmas wouldn’t be 
the same for awhile. We still 
expected this day to be like 
Christmas past — filled with 
gifts for one and all.  

We were used to mounds 
of presents circled around 
Baby Jesus in a manger. Giv-
ing was our parents’ love 
language, and we accepted it 
with gladness. It was a long, 
dry season for us, and somehow Christmas seem to give us 
hope that a new year would come.  

Times were tough, but Okies knew how to tighten a belt. We 
pulled together, helping mom & dad get through this time in their 
lives. My sisters & I all got jobs to help with expenses. We each 
put in money for gas and helped to buy groceries. This was our 
contribution of love. Christmas morning the music was blaring 
from the old stereo, with Andy Williams singing his best. We 
went downstairs to the smell of frying bacon and helped our-
selves to orange rolls. The tree was lit and a fire was already 
roaring in the fireplace. Our stockings drooped and hung empty; 
there was only one present for each of us wrapped under the 
tree. Each of us girls and mom received one gift. I faked a Merry 
Christmas smile at my parents.  

I think we decided to talk about how meaningful it was to 
be with family. I had to go along with the plan because after all, 
what could one gift do for me? As we took turns opening our 

one present, it soon became 
apparent that dad gave us all 
books. He had an extensive 
library, and he had taken a lot 
of time looking through it and 
choosing the best book for 
each of his daughters. He 
chose according to our per-
sonality and what he thought 
we each would enjoy. I 
opened my gift and it was a 
very old book called The 
Imposter. I stared at it in my 
hands.  

As I opened the fly leaf and 
started to read what he wrote 
to me, tears streamed down 
my face. His words were in his 
unique penmanship, and his 
thoughts poured out from a 
weary soul. He wrote his wish 
for me as I read one of his 
favorite books about pirates in 
search of treasure across the 
seas, and how that journey 
may help me. Now it was I 
who was the imposter. I was 
the one faking a Merry Christ-
mas. I was the one pretending 
all was well. I was the one 
cursing the darkness, not 
shining a light in our family. I 
hugged him so hard and 
thanked him and mom for our 

home, our food, and all they had done. It was such a reminder 
to me about what really matters. Isn’t that the reason we even 
celebrate Christmas? The one gift.  

Today, I hold that book in the highest esteem and treasure 
it as one of the greatest gifts I’ve ever received. My beautiful 
red book held by my father’s hands and given to me with love 
and devotion. I will never forget that Christmas day, or the sac-
rifices my parents made during our darkest of times. I will 
thank God for the one gift He gave, and know in my heart I am 
no longer an imposter.  

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices  
For yonder breaks a new glorious morn  
Fall on your knees 
O hear the angels’ voices 
O night divine 
O night when Christ was born 
O night divine, O night  
O night divine 
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Teachers, do you have a co-worker  

who deserves a little extra credit? 

A teacher who goes above & beyond to make a difference in kids’ lives? 

Tell us about them!
Send us a message on Facebook with their name, school & grade level taught 

and let us know in 500 words or less why they deserve to be named Teacher of 

the Month!

@bmonthly magazine

We’ll recognize one winner each month now through the end of the school year.  

The Teacher of the Month will be featured in our next month’s issue and receive  

an awesome prize package. Nominations are due by the 10th of each month. Once  

nominated, every teacher will remain a contender throughout the school year.   

All winners will be entered into our Teacher of the Year contest.

Monthly Sponsors
3 Kids & a Cake 

Chick-fil-A 

Sugarica 

Outpost Coffee 

Sal’s Daylight Donuts 

Fusion Massage & Wellness 

Painted Horse Bar & Grille 

Pop’s Daylight Donuts
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TEACHER OF THE MONTH

Teacher of the Month: Sylvia McFarland
Ranch Heights Teacher Claims Monthly Honor
by Tim Hudson

BMonthly is pleased to 
announce that the Teacher 
of the Month for December 
is Sylvia McFarland. Sylvia 
has been a teacher for over 
30 years and has taught at 
both Wayside and Wilson 
and is currently teaching at 
Ranch Heights. In that time 
she’s taught kindergarten, 
first, third, Title I, and cur-
rently teaches fourth grade. 

What’s your favorite 
subject to teach? 

A: My favorite subjects to 
teach are reading and writing, 
because you get to work 
with small groups of individ-
uals. I teach very small 
reading groups and individu-
als with their writing. You get 
to interact with small groups 
and get to know their per-
sonalities and know more 
about them through their 
writing and their reading. 

What made you want to 
start teaching? 

A: I wanted to build relation-
ships with students and 
teach them, work with them the way I wanted other teachers to 
work with my own children: invest in their lives and teach with 
their hearts. I entered the profession later, after I had children. A 
lot of teachers say they wanted to be a teacher from a very 
young age, but that was not the case with me. After 
I had my last child, and I had two older kids at 
the time, that was my catalyst. I thought I can 
treat children differently from how mine 
had been treated. I wanted to teach from 
the heart. I really do care about the kids, 
and no matter how they do academi-
cally or behaviorally, I’m going to persevere 
to encourage them to be the best they can be.    

Can you give us a story where you felt 
like you made a difference in a stu-
dents life? 

A: Creating a bond with a non-English speak-
ing student that didn’t want to be in this country 

was a challenge. She was 
from Venezuela, and had 
been adopted by a mis-
sionary and was with a 
sister and brother. She 
didn’t want to be here at all. 
In the long run it was a 
good thing, but she was 
pretty miserable at first. I 
met with her every day, and 
loved on her and tried to 
speak to her in a little bit of 
Spanish. I worked with her 
for an entire year. She 
learned English and 
remained a friend. Watch-
ing her bloom was one of 
many successes. I didn’t 
have a lot of contact after 
that, but I saw her recently 
and she just hugged me. 
Through the years I’ve 
worked with a lot of dis-
abled children, and I think 
I’ve made a difference in 
their lives. I really give my 
all to every child I have that 
will let me. 

What do you wish 
people knew about 
teaching? 

A: Every day is an opportu-
nity to meet the challenge of teaching students working at,  
below, and above grade level, plus those that just need a safe 
place to be where they can be loved and get attention. Every 

day is rewarding if you put forth the effort. You go in 
each day and realize that something has clicked 

and you have made a difference. You’re not 
going to do that with every child every day, 

but you hope for one a day and by the end 
of the year you have impacted all their 
lives. 

What are your plans for the future? 

A: My plans are to continue working with children 
and parents by helping parents find ways to 

engage children in play and learning with-
out tech devices nearby. Helping children 

become thinkers, solvers, independent, creative, 
and have self control will be my goal.
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FUNNY YOU SHOULD ASK

Hello, friends. Welcome to December. Let’s close out this 
year, shall we? 

I’m not nostalgic by nature. For most of my life, it feels like I 
have been leaning forward — trying to grow up, trying to get 
through college, trying to grow a company, trying to not let go 
of this Peter Pan complex. Holding hands with the Spirit of 
Christmas past feels regressive. I don’t like looking back in my 
life because I fear I’ll be sucked back into those days and be 
even further from fulfilling whatever inner commission I’m push-
ing myself toward. 

But with Christmas, I often don’t have a choice. Maybe it’s 
because every 12 months, I drag down boxes of memories by 
way of Christmas decorations and lay them out all over the 
house. (Those who know me, know that’s not by choice. And, 
even though it’s an annual event, I refuse to repeat it without at 

least trying to negotiate a Christmas arms reduction treaty — to 
no avail.) 

We tend to romanticize our memories. We cast them in a 
kind of golden sepia tone. We remember things as kinder, gen-
tler, and slower. 

I think my most distinctive early memories of Christmas are 
the music. My mom always had music playing in the house 
when I was young (still does). Our Christmas albums were a 
small assortment of the music she grew up on … Bing Crosby 
and Ray Conniff … and a soon-to-be contemporary classic —
The Carpenters. Bing would divide his albums in half, starting 
with reverent spiritual hymns (What Child is This?, Silent Night, 
Oh Little Town of Bethlehem) before turning to side B for the 
secular, fun-loving hits (Santa Clause is Coming to Town, Jingle 
Bells, Mele Lalikimaka). The Ray Conniff Singers made you feel 

by Jay Webster

Merry Christmas from the 70s
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like you were invited to a Christmas party already in progress. 
The songs were filled with banter and impromptu snowball 
fights. As a kid, you’d recite those lines as much as the lyrics. 
By the time the Carpenters’ album spun, it brought a light 
melancholy into the air that you didn’t seem to mind. Maybe it 
was the 70s reverb, or maybe it was shades of Karen’s soul 
coming through the vinyl cut grooves. Either way, it was haunt-
ingly gentle. 

My parents, of course, experimented with dozens of Christ-
mas albums later in life, but those three are still so evocative to 
me. They come on with an ambience so that you swear you 
smell cider and evergreen when you hear them. I have those 
albums now. And we’ve added to the collection: Charlie Brown 
Christmas, Rob Mathes, Neil Diamond — for some reason Jew-
ish performers make some of the best Christmas music. My 
favorite find in recent years has been: Bob Dylan’s Christmas in 
the Heart. 

This album still makes me so happy. It’s like your uncle got 
drunk and found a pack of Lucky Strikes in his coat pocket from 
last year. Then he went down to the basement and started 
recording Christmas songs “the way it ought to be done.” 
Before it’s all over, he’s forced you and the rest of the family 
down there to sing back-up parts. It’s brilliant. Do yourself a 
favor and take a listen. You’ll probably hate it at first, then you 
won’t be able to stop listening to it. 

After the music, I think my most prominent impressions are 
the visuals. It’s hard to think about my early Christmases without 
seeing those large C9 light bulb strands burning in primary col-
ors. You could cook a roast with just two of those bulbs. Then 
there was the tinsel. Mom was an artist with that stuff. It hung 
in cascading metallic brilliance from every limb.  

Of course, times were very different back then. We had a 
small apartment and the tree was the primary Christmas expres-
sion. Back then we didn’t remodel the home in Yuletide-chic the 
way I’m forced to now. Apart from our tree, there were only two 
other displays: my mom’s nativity scene in frozen adoration and 
a 12-inch plastic Santa with a singular interior C9 glow — which 
I always got to keep in my bedroom window. It sorta let the big 
man know where to find me. I loved that statue of goodness and 
holiday expectation. It was the plastic mold of the 70s Christ-
mas for me. 

From there, my memories turn to the annual Christmas pag-
eants. I wish I had a dollar for every time I put on a bathrobe and 
towel on my head in the hopes of looking just enough like a first-
century shepherd, or Mr. Joseph himself. Do you know how 
hard it is to be devout under four layers of polyester and cotton 
while the 2nd grade butchers Silent Night again? It ain’t easy. 

I had to play it cool those early pageant years because I 
came from a large extended Catholic family. It was like having 
20 surveillance cameras around everywhere we went. 

For a couple of years there, we would all spend Christmas 
Eve together. That meant going to Midnight Mass and then 
rushing to bed before Santa started making the rounds. I’m not 
sure how much time you’ve spent around large Catholic family 
gatherings, but there are couple things you should know: 1) You 

can’t always tell the difference between when they’re fighting 
and when they’re having a good time. 2) There’s usually “Christ-
mas Cheer” involved. 3) They’re always loud. 

They were so loud the year I was eight, that I sprang from 
the bed to see what was the matter. When, what to my wonder-
ing eyes should appear, but mom and her sibling reindeer — all 
assembling gifts and kicking it into yuletide gear. 

My mom rushed me out, convinced I’d just discovered THE 
Christmas secret. But denial has always been a close friend, so I 
played ignorance and rode that Santa train for another two years. 

When I got older, I was able to create my own holiday tradi-
tions. Those also come out of the box of memories each year.  

We’ve had a small group of friends that we’ve traded gifts 
with for years, all under the cover of Christmas Night. Generally, 
we would approach their porches with ninja-like quiet, leave a 
small bundle of joy, and then speed away honking the horn wildly. 

One year, Christmas had gotten the better of us and my wife, 
and I fell asleep on the couch — eggnog still in hand — when I 
heard a tremendous crash followed by a car horn. I jumped up 
to find a gift basket carefully placed outside our front door. 
Apparently, the “Elf” placed it there and then became startled 
when he saw us on the couch. We actually had snow that year 
and in his haste, he slipped and plunged face first into the snow. 
In the morning light, it looked like a snow angel had been mur-
dered and then dragged away. 

Maybe a year or two before that, I had gotten an early seat 
on the “yard inflatables train.” We were the only house for a cou-
ple of years to have a giant air filled Santa and Snowman and 
Penguin. (We don’t do anything small.) Our across-the-street 
neighbors had three young kids that loved to see the yuletide 
resurrection each night when the timer would kick on.  

That Christmas Eve, after several choral services, some holi-
day fatigue, and a couple of enhanced egg nogs (for medicinal 
purposes), we got the idea to give our neighbors a Christmas mir-
acle. So with frozen hands and no lights, we trespassed on our 
neighbor’s lawn, scouring for some hidden electric outlet, and 
fired up all three of those festive inflatables in the neighbor’s lawn 
… so they were waiting for their kids on Christmas morning. 

Man, I was glad to make those things someone else’s prob-
lem. I mean … to bless someone with them. 

Memories like these are probably the only thing I like about 
getting down those boxes of 
decorations each year. I wish I 
could convince my wife to just 
take a photo of them instead 
— it would save so much time. 
But I’m not sure I’ve been 
good enough this year to get 
that gift on Santa’s gift list. 

Regardless, I hope you have 
a wonderful, peace-loving, 
memory-making, love-growing 
holiday season this year.
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Council of Landscape Architectural 
Registration Boards’ (CLARB) President 
Philip Meyer selected long-time volun-
teer and Bartlesville resident Randy 
Weatherly to posthumously receive the 
organization’s prestigious Greg Kopis-
chke Award. The recognition was given 
for his lifelong dedication and support of 
CLARB’s mission and his pursuit of pro-
tecting the public’s health, safety and 
welfare through landscape architecture. 
The award was presented during the 
President’s Dinner at CLARB’s Annual 
Meeting on September 27, 2019 in St. 
Louis, Missouri. Weatherly’s wife, Barb; 
their son, Josh; their daughter, Katie; and 
Katie’s husband, Brice; were in atten-
dance to receive the award on 
Weatherly’s behalf.  

The Greg Kopischke Award was cre-
ated in 2005 to honor the memory of 
Greg Kopischke, a tireless advocate for 
CLARB, licensure, and future landscape 
architects. Kopischke passed away after 
a valiant struggle with cancer. The award 
recognizes outstanding individuals who 
display Kopischke's spirit of going 
beyond the call of duty in contributing to 
CLARB's mission to protect the public 
and environment. The award is only con-
ferred when an individual’s service to 
CLARB exemplifies Kopischke's honesty, 
integrity, dedication, leadership, and 
gentle nature.  

Given only two other times since its 
inception in 2005, Weatherly was 
selected as someone who went above 
and beyond all responsibility during his 
lifetime, devoting himself to furthering 
CLARB’s mission in every way possible. 
During his 10+ year involvement with 
CLARB, Weatherly served in nearly every 
volunteer position the organization had, 
including president. For nearly two 
decades, he also served in his home 
state of Oklahoma as a member of the 
Board of Licensed Architects, Landscape 
Architects, and Registered Interior 
Designers.  

The CLARB Community felt the loss 
of Weatherly after his unexpected pass-

ing in late 2018. “He was always very 
thoughtful in the questions he asked and 
decisions he made, and he was commit-
ted to ensuring CLARB’s future through 
good governance,” said Meyer. “No mat-
ter what he was doing or with whom he 
was speaking, he was a down-to-earth 
guy who was very approachable and 
always willing to help.”  

About CLARB  
Since 1970, CLARB has been dedi-

cated to ensuring that all individuals who 
affect the natural and built environment 
through the practice of landscape archi-
tecture are sufficiently qualified to do so. 

CLARB works to protect the public’s 
health, safety and welfare by establishing 
and promoting professional licensure 
standards for education, experience and 
examination required for the profession 
of landscape architecture. CLARB’s 
members include the licensure boards 
that regulate the profession of landscape 
architecture in the United States; District 
of Columbia; Puerto Rico; and the Cana-
dian provinces of Alberta, British 
Columbia and Ontario.  

For additional information about 
CLARB, please contact Marisa Kushner, 
Communications Specialist, by email at 
mkushner@clarb.org or call 571-432-0332. 

Volunteer Honored Posthumously
Weatherly Recognized with Prestigious Landscaping Award
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Do you need to schedule an  

appointment after 5?  

 Now you can!

Same-day appointments  

accepted until 7 pm* 

Walk-ins still accepted 

918-331-9979 

providers 

WILLIAM W. DAVITO, DO 

MARK D. ERHARDT, DO 

DANIEL J. HOLDMAN, MD 

ELIZABETH R. SHERROCK, MD 

DONALD R. SIMMONS, MD 

MICHAEL RYAN VACLAW, MD 

JANICE L. SHIPPY APRN, DNP 

AMANDA GUTIERREZ, LPC

*Mon - Thur only

Since 1999

primarycareassociatesbartlesville.com



What could be a better gift 

during the holiday season 

than an annual subscription 

to bMonthly Magazine?!

Yes! I would like a subscription of bMonthly delivered to my mailbox each month!

Name: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip:

1-Year Subscription (12 issues)  $48 

2-Year Subscription (24 issues)  $84   (save $12) 

3-Year Subscription (36 issues)  $120 (save $24)

Check        Visa        Mastercard 

Card # 

Expiration

Mail to: bMonthly Magazine, PO Box 603, Bartlesville, OK  74005

Happy  
Holidays
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Event Planning, Gift Shop, 
Custom Wreaths, Interior Decorating

101 SE Frank  
Phillips Blvd 
Bartlesville,  
Oklahoma 

918-213-5863
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Making a House a Home
Robyn’s Nest Offers Event Planning and More
by Roseanne McKee

Some people have a special gift for making a house a home, 
and the owner of Robyn’s Nest, located at the corner of Frank 
Phillips and Johnstone, is one of them. 

Robyn Crow’s new shop, located next to Bambino’s in the 
ITIO Building, opened on November 4. The event planning and 
gift shop features rustic country home dècor, custom wreaths, 
and gifts. Among the wares are statuesque, winged copper can-
dlesticks with a turquoise patina, wrought iron crosses, antique 
furniture pieces, sparkling Christmas ornaments (some with LED 
lighting), deliciously-scented candles, retro leather and canvas 
bags, rustic canvas koozies, children’s books, original framed 
works of art, prints, framed and wooden inspirational messages, 
jewelry, and children’s hair bands & bows by Bartlesville artisans. 

“I like promoting the work of local artists,” Robyn said.  

Among the jewelry pieces are bracelets and pendants using 
vintage silver and stainless steel, and some with natural mate-
rials such as deer antlers. Robyn also makes custom wreaths 
on site, at a variety of price points and in the color scheme of 
the customer’s choosing. If a customer has special mementos 
they’d like included in a wreath, Robyn can design a wreath to 
showcase them — finished with ribbon or deco-mesh accents 
in almost any color or pattern.  

And, Robyn’s skills go beyond home dècor. Robyn’s Nest is 
also an event planning business!  She also has many years of 

experience as an event planner. Robyn’s event planning designs 
elevate any occasion, from weddings and anniversaries to birth-
days and seasonal gatherings. 

Just give Robyn a theme, and she can do the rest. Cus-
tomers may collaborate with her or name a theme and leave all 
of the design and planning to Robyn. 

From casual to formal, Robyn’s designs are sure to impress 
guests. Her design elements include: tablescapes, table runners, 
table linens, seat coverings, silk flower arrangements, wedding 
ceremony arches, and more.  

Robyn knows all the best services in the business to help 
ensure the event is executed flawlessly. “I can put people in 
touch with venues for their event to match the number of guests 
expected, recommend caterers, dee jays, and florists if they 
prefer fresh flowers to silk,” Robyn said. 

With the holidays approaching, customers will be glad to 
know that Robyn’s Nest can assemble gift baskets, and offers 
free delivery within Bartlesville city limits.  

“Customers can come in and choose items for the gift basket 
or call with ideas, and I’ll do the rest,” Robyn said. 

Stop by Robyn’s Nest, located at 101 SE Frank Phillips Blvd, 
Space G, and welcome her to the downtown retail scene!  

Robyn’s Nest is open weekdays 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. Call her at 
918-213-5863 or email her at robynlprice@gmail.com. 



Oh What A Year!
2019 Was Another Year of Growth & Popularity
by Keith McPhail

Here we are in the last month of the year ... December. I 
wanted to take a moment to reflect on 2019 and share some 
memories of this past year. The magazine had an incredible 
year of  growth and popularity, as did bMonthly’s Facebook 
page. We are humbled and blessed that you, our readers, 
have embraced our love for this city, its culture, the people, 
and its amazing history. The year always starts off with a 
HUGE bang in January with the “Baby New Year” issue. This 
past year was a record-breaking year with babies and Face-
book votes. The 2020 baby contest just started, and we had 
75 babies signed up in 2 minutes ... WOW!  

In February, we wanted to do a “Black History Month” 
issue like it has never been covered before. What a change it 
made in us, personally and spiritually. We stepped out and 
wanted to cover the great black men and women who helped 
shape this community. We extensively covered the deep his-
tory of great black families that started here with nothing and 
made a huge impact in Bartlesville and in the black commu-
nity! This will always be a very special issue for us!  

When April came around, we were getting ready for our 
2nd annual “Best of Pets” issue. If something could go wrong, 
it did! When our readers started submitting their pets on our 
website, unbeknownst to us, our website crashed. I started 
accepting everyone’s submissions of their furry friends on our 
Facebook page, still not knowing our website was down. We 
were overwhelmed with submissions and after 36 hours, we 
had 249 pets featured in the magazine.  

In 2019, we started producing more videos on Facebook 
to brag about the great city of Bartlesville. We chose Price 
Tower as our first big video, and to our surprise, we had over 
24,000 views and over 500 shares. We love this building, and 
being able to work out of it each day is just really cool!  

In the month of May, we wanted to produce a video on 
one of the prettiest places on earth ... Woolaroc! With Mr. 
Josh Wright of Wrightfix Media and Tyler Deaton’s amazing 
drone footage, Christy and I put together what I believe is the 
best video produced on Woolaroc. We had the awesome 
opportunity to climb the Woolaroc water tower for our open-
ing shot. I convinced Christy in her high heels to join me — 
and she did! We had over 30,000 people watch it with over 
700 shares. So many of you commented on how the video 

brought you back to your childhood. Thank you for sharing 
your childhood memories of Woolaroc with us! That's good 
stuff!  

In  July, we again focused on historic homes and buildings 
in Bartlesville. The cover of the magazine and the feature story 
was Shin'enkan, the home of Joe Price, designed by the 
world renowned architect Bruce Goff.  

Every  August  since 2017, we have had our very popular 
“Back to School” issue. This year, we hit a home run when we 
featured Col-High vs Sooner. For 15 years, we had two high 
schools here in the ‘Ville, and what a rivalry it was! We ran out 
of over 12,000 copies and our subscriptions quadrupled. This 
was by far our most popular issue of all time ... or was it?  

For our September issue, I wanted to do a full 10-page 
feature story on the Osage Nation. We covered the Nation and 
county like never before, and to date this has been the most 
popular issue we have ever produced. It is simply amazing to 
us that we would completely run out of thousands and thou-
sands of issues on stands in just seven days.  

Our October issue always comes with a heartache 
attached to it. This is the month we lost our son, Tyler, in a 
tragic accident. I wrote a story called “3652 Days” that 
reaches into the depths of losing a child and the struggles 
Christy and our family go through each day.  

Since our first November  issue, we have and will always 
honor our Veterans ... the brave men and women who gave 
their all for this great country. We love putting this issue 
together each year because we are able to show our support 
for our American soldiers, both past and present.  

Most importantly, we want to thank each one of our amaz-
ing writers and photographers for all they do for us. We have 
the best writers and I’m pretty sure our readers would agree. 
We want to thank Melissa, Fritz and their amazing team at 
Cooper Cup Images for helping us create what I believe is the 

“Best City Magazine in the State.” Lastly, we want to thank 
Brian Engel for allowing us the freedom to do what we love 
each and every month — Brag on Bartlesville! You better 
buckle up, because 2020 is going to be amazing!  

God Bless, Keith and Christy  
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Platinum Cigar Company provides a unique lounge atmosphere to  
ever-growing downtown Bartlesville.  A well-stocked humidor and bar  

with a casual atmosphere to relax and enjoy your day or night.

314 S. Johnstone Avenue, Bartlesville, OK  74003
Tue - Thu  Noon - 10 pm  |  Fri & Sat  Noon - 12 am

918-214-8252
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