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UPFRONT

Welcome to April friends, 

There are a lot of things I want to talk 
about going on in the world, our country, 
our state and right here in our beloved city 
of Bartlesville. First, Christy and I want to 
congratulate Winston for being our “Peo-
ple’s Choice” winner with 659 votes. This 
year we had two dogs battling for the win-
ning spot, with Axle at a close 2nd with 
612 votes. It was tough to narrow down 
the top 10 pets to be voted on by our 11 
judges. This year the votes were really 
close, with over 79,000 people seeing Best 
of the Pets post from all around the US. 
We had over 7000 votes for our 124 pets 
this year. Thank you for entering and voting 
on these wonderful family members. We 
can’t wait for next year!  

The big winner this year is Tripp. He 
was picked by our panel judges as the 
Best of the Pets 2020 cover winner. We 
loved spending time with Tripp, taking the 
cover photo out at Christy’s Mom and 
Dad’s ranch. We had our go-to cover pho-
tographer, Mr. Chance Franks, behind the 
lens, and he hit it out of the park again. 
What makes Chance so good is the way 
we work together and how he can see my 
vision and capture it every time. Tripp was 
so easy to work with and just wanted to 
love on everyone. We want to congratulate 
everyone who entered their pet, and for 
making this one of our most popular 
issues every year.  

It’s March 20th at 12:40 a.m., and I’m 
writing my upfront the day before we go to 
print. I usually write it a few days before 
print, but there is a ton of stuff going on 
that I want to get right into. Everything that 
was normal to most of us three weeks ago 
has now been turned upside down on its 
head. It has somewhat put us ALL in a sur-
vival mode. (May the force be with you as 
you go into Walmart.) We all have to stay 
calm. If we come together as a city like we 
have so many times before, whether that’s 
the floods of ‘86 or last year, the drought 
of 2011 through 2015, the T Boone Pick-
ens takeover attempt in the late 80s, or the 
Phillips 66 merger with Conoco and the 
headquarters move to Houston in 2002.  
What a blow these events were to our 
community. At the time, we all thought 
Bartlesville was done, but today this city 
thrives! After each of those trying times, 
we, as a city, have emerged stronger then 
ever and became what I think is the “Best 
Little City in America”  

For our family, we choose not to live in 
fear. We choose to continue living our lives 

as normal as possible ... helping our 
friends and neighbors and just loving peo-
ple. When we put others first and take our 
eyes off ourselves, things just seem to 
happen for the good. Sure it’s hard not to 
think about ourselves and our family at a 
time like this, when everyone is hiding 
behind their doors, worried. God is 
stronger than any virus and I will put ALL 
my trust in Him.The irony about this is that 
this virus does not select different groups 
of people ... rich or poor ... black or white 
... young or old ... it goes after everyone. 
However, our older generation is more sus-
ceptible to the impacts of the virus and we 
need to do everything to protect them. 
When we come together as a community 
for the good of many, great things will hap-
pen. Make sure you are calling your 
neighbors, especially your older neighbors. 
Practice good hygiene. If you’re feeling 
sick, do not go out in public. Call your doc-
tor and get a plan of action before going 
out and potentially harming others. It’s 
been really good to see so many compa-
nies helping their employees and still trying 
to be open, so they can serve our needs. 
To the businesses which have closed, we 
pray that this will pass and your doors will 
be open soon. My prayer for all who read 
this is that God’s wall of protection sur-
rounds you and your family and that the 
citizens of this great city and state will rise 
above and come together and defeat this 
enemy. I pray for peace and healing over 
all the families that are fighting this virus 
right now. I pray for patience for all of us 
and that we keep working together, help-
ing our neighbors and showing the world 
how strong this community is and always 
has been!  

God Bless, Keith  

upfront
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A Simple, Good Day
Happiness Can Be Found In Life’s Simple Pleasures
by Lori Kroh

I grew up by Tuxedo, off of Barbra. Our 
redwood ranch sat on an acre, with a 
gravel driveway and huge elm trees in the 
yard. All of us kids played at night by the 
huge streetlight shining down for us to see. 
We played tag, red rover and hide and 
seek. We had one Nerf football and the 
neighborhood boys thought they could 
beat us girls in a game of flag football.  

We had a big garden with blackberry 
bushes and a few cherry trees. There 
were plenty of lightning bugs to chase 
and we were lulled to sleep by the sound 
of frogs and locusts as we slept with our 
windows cracked open. The smell of hon-
eysuckle came through and we knew no 
troubles. Every day we collected tadpoles 
from the creek nearby with a big metal 
bucket. Turkey Creek was right by us and 
we made a raft to float down it just like 
Tom Sawyer ... only our raft was of sticks 
and white rope from Dad’s garage. It sank 
as soon as we stepped onto it.  

We rode bikes, ate peanut butter and 
jelly sandwiches, and got really good at 
lemon twist. It was a lemon on a rope 
and you attached it to your ankle and 
swung it around and jumped over it with 
your other leg. It was coordination at its 
finest, which gave us something to do 
while the others played hopscotch. We 
had a Collie named Silver and he laid 
right in front of the screen door. We had 
to jump over him to get out of the house. 
Good dog.  

Our parents bought us a playhouse 
exactly the same color of our redwood 
house for twenty bucks. It had real win-
dows that would open and a tower we 
would climb to create our secret club. We 
had blankets, pillows, and little chairs with 
a rickety table inside. Our meals were 
olive loaf sandwiches with Ruffles chips 
and berries as we sat at our little table.  

Water from the hose tasted great, and 
our refuge was the outdoors and our 
imagination. We invented and created 

and ate popsicles. We laughed because 
we could and loved because we did. One 
day Pathfinder was built right near us, 
and it allowed for a whole new world. We 
would cross a log over Turkey Creek and 
then we were on our way to new adven-
tures. It was there we met our friends and 
started our day. We had no sense of time 
or worry as we made up all our games.  

We found old pieces of glass and 
cans and thought they were treasures. 
We would come home to a grilled ham-
burger or spaghetti and eat everything on 
our plates as we sat at the counter and 
turned in our squeaky bar stools. Some-
times, it would be my favorite Hamburger 
Helper Beef Stroganoff with the occa-
sional Pepsi — if Dad cooked — and that 
was a really good day. 

I guess what I want to say is that 
while our parents had their busy jobs, 
and mortgage rates were really high, and 
our station wagon needed work ... our 
world was fine because we knew no wor-
ries and had our imagination.  

As I look back, it was a gift. Happi-
ness was found in just a simple, good 
day. Could we plan to take the lemons 
and twist them into lemonade. Could we 
make simple meals, even if from a box? 
Could we be thankful for the family gath-
ered at the table again? Let’s pet the dog 
and enjoy companionship, love, and 
slowing down. I’m grateful for inventions 
and creative abilities to entertain our-
selves, and use nature as a refuge. 
Maybe, just take a blanket and pillow 
outdoors and have the kids sit and eat 
sandwiches. Let’s call it a picnic.  

There’s a path being formed right now 
in these times, and a seemingly daunting 
log we have to cross over, then we will be 
on to new adventures. May we all use 
our imagination and eat popsicles, 
because there are treasures to be found 
if we look for the adventure.  

I believe what I really want now for all 
of us is happiness from just a simple, 
good day. 
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Perfect Site

Connect With Friends

See A Show Rent Event Space

A

Bartlesville Community Center

Visit BartlesvilleCommunityCenter.com or 
call 918-337-2787 for more information. 
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TRIBUTE

My granddad, Doug Whistler, was 
born on August 4th, 1941, and grew up 
in Nowata. After graduating from Nowata 
High School, he attended Central State 
followed by the University of Tennessee, 
where he received his Doctorate of Den-
tal Surgery in 1964. That same year, he 
returned to Oklahoma to his bride, Betty 
Wigger.  

Most people knew him as Dr. Whistler, 
as he served our community as a dentist 
in his downtown practice for over 40 
years.  

My heart feels heavy writing this, but 
I want everyone to know how he blessed 
each person around him, especially the 
ones who were lucky enough to call him 

“Dampa.” I think all my cousins are in 
agreement that when we would go see 
Dampa, we would find him sitting in his 
chair, ankles crossed, wearing a golf shirt. 
Dampa always had a yellow notepad and 
pencil in hand, writing a Bible study. He 
had an undivided heart for Jesus and a 
contagious hunger to constantly learn. 
He led our family by example, always 
ministering grace and reminding us of 
the promises of God’s Word.  

He taught us to align our actions with 
Jesus and to order our steps, so our walk 

would be worthy of His calling for each of 
us. Dampa’s wisdom and teachings 
brought a little bit of Heaven to each and 
every one of his grandchildren. During 
his final weeks, he told my sister, Betsy, 

“I have done my part in teaching Bible 
studies. For the rest of my life, I want to 
spend my time sitting here writing, so my 
grandchildren can learn what I have 
learned throughout my life about Jesus.” 
When I think about the last few years of 
my Dampa’s life, that is exactly what he 
was doing.  

Growing up as one of his 
grandchildren, it was no 
secret that Dampa loved to 
love on us and spoil us. As a 
child, though, I was unaware 
of the kind of servant my 

granddad truly was. What I realize now is 
Dampa spent his whole life pouring his 
wisdom into the next generation — his 
seven grandchildren. He did not lecture 
us. He loved us and spoke life over us. 
We were being equipped for life, just by 
having a relationship with him.  

Dampa was the ultimate servant, self-
lessly preparing us to take over our 
whole lives. He not only created a legacy 
for Jesus, but a legacy that will be sus-
tained from generation to generation. 
Because of Dampa, I feel confident in 
receiving the baton that he has passed to 
me. I am thankful to have had a grand-
dad who was selflessly focused on the 
future. I pray I, too, can carry on his 
legacy.

Doug Whistler
A Look Back at the Wonderful Life of Dr. Whistler
by Jane Bartley
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With the current need for social distancing.  
We can help provide watch over your loved ones.



Jo Yates 
Baughman

by Sarah Leslie Gagan
The Bartlesville Community Center is a 

most familiar treasure of Green Country, 
Oklahoma. Jo Yates Baughman is a jewel 
in the crown of the BCC, sparkling behind 
the scenes and working tirelessly to bring 
the best of the best to our area.  

With over 15 years as marketing direc-
tor of the Bartlesville Community Center, 
Jo coordinates many aspects of the enter-
tainment scene at the BCC. From 
advertising, writing press releases and 
grants, to organizing receptions for 
patrons and sponsors, Jo is a valued 
member of the wonderful Community 
Center family. She also skillfully acquires 
sponsors and patrons for the beloved 
Broadway in Bartlesville! series each sea-
son. Her energetic flexibility is a true asset 
to the BCC team, as she readily assists the 
rest of the staff in whatever tasks need 
doing at the time.  

Before her current position, Jo worked 
on the staff of the OK Mozart Festival for 
almost eight years as advertising and food 
service manager. This time of her life 
allowed her many opportunities to witness 
numerous outstanding performers visit the 
BCC stage, and she loved visiting with the 
many out-of-town visitors who traveled to 
these early-June shows.  

Jo’s love of marketing became her call-
ing early in life. As one of only 12 women 
in her class of 1,200 students attending 
the University of Michigan Ross School of 
Business, she assisted in breaking the 

“glass ceiling” for women majoring in busi-
ness marketing. It was during this time that 
she learned much about sports. She 
intently learned about football and basket-
ball to provide herself a topic of 
conversation with men, who were the 
majority of her classmates. Jo is still a self-

A Jewel in  
the BCC Crown
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proclaimed “sports freak” 
who enjoys following 
many teams, as well as 
local sporting events.  

Jo was completing 
her undergrad degree 
when she met Bob 
Baughman in a statistics 
class at the University of 
Michigan. Bob was com-
pleting his MBA after 
serving in the Army in 
Korea when their love 
story began. They mar-
ried after graduation in 
1956 and moved to 
Bartlesville, where Bob 
would become the man-
ager of the family 
business, Baughman 
Lumber Company, which 
had opened in Ponca 
City, Oklahoma years 
earlier.  

While Jo enjoys her 
successful marketing 
career, it’s her family that 
is the heartbeat of her life. 
The Baughman’s were 
blessed with two children, 
Beth Baughman Ander-
son, and Robert Yates 
Baughman and his wife, 
Tammy, all of whom live in Bartlesville. They are especially proud 
of their two grandchildren, Austin Anderson, an OU graduate 
who is employed by Leo Burnett Advertising Agency in Chicago, 
and Clara Anderson, who will be graduating from Tulsa Univer-
sity in May, 2020.  

Volunteer work has been a mainstay throughout Jo’s life. She 
served more than 30 years as a volunteer for the Delta Delta 
Delta women’s national fraternity, which allowed her the oppor-
tunity to travel to a great number of campus locations 
throughout the country. She also served as national finance 
director on the five-woman Tri Delta Executive Board from 1992 
to 1996, and was then the vice-chairman of their National Hous-
ing Corporation through 2003.  

Since moving to Bartlesville 
in 1956, Jo has been an active 
member of St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church, holding various leader-
ship positions including altar 
guild directress and both junior 
and senior warden for the priest 
and parish. She also has been 
chairman of St. Luke’s Kane 
Elementary Tutoring Program 
for 20 years, was tri-chairman 

of the State Episcopal 
Convention held in 
Bartlesville, and also co-
chairman of the State 
Episcopal Church 
Woman’s Convention 
held in Tulsa.  

Over the years, Jo 
has served locally on the 
Bartlesville Panhellenic 
Board, the Bartlesville 
Service League Board, 
as well as a board mem-
ber of the original 
Women and Children in 
Crisis program that sup-
ported community 
women in need.   

When reflecting upon 
her role as marketing 
director for the Commu-
nity Center, Jo humbly 
responds, “My greatest 
joy has been supporting 
all the arts and 501c3 
organizations that are 
what make Bartlesville 
such a fabulous commu-
nity in which to live. I 
doubt that many smaller 
cities can state that they 
have ‘something for 
everyone’ in which to 

participate, and also help promote local residents’ opportunities 
for achieving success. The exciting Tower Center at Unity 
Square is about to open, and will provide a fabulous location for 
all to gather for social events, programs and concerts, festivals, 
and a ‘happy spot’ to simply enjoy time in our amazing city. Bob 
and I love living here and are thrilled that the family business 
offered us this opportunity for such a great life which has con-
tinued after Bob’s retirement.”  

Jo’s marketing expertise equips her to focus on bringing the 
many aspects of the arts to all generations of Northeast Okla-
homa and its surrounding communities. She invests her time 
and skill providing a venue for all to enjoy the vast variety of arts 
that will last throughout future generations. So, the next time 
you attend one of the many events at the BCC, whether it be the 

symphony or a children’s musi-
cal or anything in between, take 
a moment to ponder the jewel 
that is Jo Yates Baughman, the 
lovely brunette with a sparkling 
smile and endearing personality, 
who is working behind the 
scenes to bring quality, artistic 
entertainment into your life, for 
all to enjoy.  
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Green Country Pet Cremation Service offers  
private pet cremation with timely return of ashes 
in your choice of a decorative wooden urn with 
an engraved nameplate. If no return of ashes is 
requested, the ashes will be gently scattered on  
a beautiful pastoral/garden property. 

We are located in Bartlesville, Oklahoma and 
gratefully serve pet owners from a wide area  
surrounding Bartlesville, Dewey, and Northeast 
Oklahoma. 

For our fee schedule, please feel free to call us at 
any time.

918-766-3812 
GCPetCremation@aol.com      Like us on 

Take a Shot
at Better 

Senior Living

Call (918) 335-2086 to schedule a visit.
1025 Swan DriveBartlesville, OK 74006

When it comes to choosing the right senior living 
community, a little smart strategy comes into play. 
Whether you or someone you love is considering 
independent living, assisted living or memory care, 
we hope Green Country Village is on the table. 
With exceptional private residences, welcoming 
neighbors and nearly non-stop activities, it’s the 
place to live, connect, grow.

GreenCountryVillage.com

1025 Swan Drive  •  Bartlesville, OK 74006 Not-For-Pro昀t Organization
9/18



Investment Planning • Tax & Accounting • Retirement Planning • Business & Estate Planning • Insurance

Investment advisory services are offered through Sutterfield Financial Group, Inc., a SEC Registered Investment Advisor.

501 E Fourth Street 
Bartlesville, OK 74003 

918.338.2255

@sutterfieldfg

THE PETS IN OUR LIVES!
CELEBRATING

FEATURE SPONSOR



Readers’ Choice 

Winston
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BEST OF THE PETS



Abu AK Allie Allie

Angus Arizona Axle Pants Barlow

Basil Bella Bella Bitty
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BEST OF THE PETS



Bowzer Bubbles Buddy Chapo

Chococat Cissy Cooper Copper

Cowboy Cricket Dexter Dibley

Dixie Dolly Grivette Drake Duke

Congratulations to all our 2020 contestants. And 
special congratulations to Readers’ Choice Winner 

Winston and Judges’ Choice Winner Tripp!
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BEST OF THE PETS



Duke Grivette Finley Finn Frida

Georgia Gracie Boo-Boo Hank

Hans Holly Izzy Jack

Jack Jack Jack Jackson

Special Thanks to 
our Best Of Pets 
Contest Sponsor:

George
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BEST OF THE PETS



Journey Kirby Kodiak

Leila Lele Libby Lil Bit

Link Lizzy Louie Lucie

Lucy Luke Lulu Luna

Maggie Maizy Maple Taylor Green Marley

Jerry Wayne
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BEST OF THE PETS



Marvin Max Maya Michael

Millie Milo Mishka Mishka

Nilla Obi Otto Pablo Clayborn

Pearl Pete Pikachu Puddy

Pudge Ranger Remi Riku
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BEST OF THE PETS



Rocky Roco Romeo

Rose Rosie Belle Rudy Sadie

Sadie Sadie Sadie Sage

Samson Sawyer Scout Shadow

Sky Snickers Snitch Socks

Rocco Rogers
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BEST OF THE PETS



Sophie Spike Spud Stella

Taco Taz Timber Tiny

Titus Tobias Toby Trigger

Tripp Tucker Violet Bucket (pronounced Bouquet) Wang

Winston Yuki Zeppelin Zoey Zazzles
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The Sutterfield Financial Group, Inc. 
utilizes an unusual business model in the 
financial planning world. During their 
formative years in the financial services 
industry, Trevor Sutterfield, SFG Presi-
dent and CEO, and Shelly Sutterfield, 
CFO, recognized a need for cohesive 
financial planning rather than the tradi-
tional piecemeal approach.  

They created Sutterfield Financial 
Group, Inc. in 1995, built on a team 
approach to help clients with every finan-
cial aspect of life, with customized 
solutions tailored to individuals and busi-
nesses. When they say every financial 
aspect, they mean it. No matter what 
financial assistance a client needs, they 
have a department for it. Departments 
include comprehensive tax and account-
ing services, investment planning and 
pension advise, insurance, retirement 
and estate planning, lending coordination, 
business succession planning, and legal 
assistance. “We don’t do car insurance, 
but we can help you find someone who 
does,” said Kaycie Swift, executive 
administrative assistant.  

In addition to Sutterfield Financial 
Group, Inc., the Sutterfield brand extends 
to Sutterfield Properties, LLC, which 
owns and manages local properties.   

Sutterfield is also unique in its 
approach to teamwork, both inside and 
outside the office. Each year the team 
participates in the Office Olympics, where 
they build ever-changing games and 
compete in events such as last year’s 
Hungry, Hungry, Hippos and the Wheel-
barrow Race. They host office birthday 
lunches for each of their 18 employees, 
and once a month two rotating employ-
ees make breakfast for Wake-up 
Wednesday.  “I love working at Sutterfield, 
because the team is like my second fam-
ily. We work together to accomplish goals 
and celebrate when we achieve them,” 
said Lynsea Freeman, CPA. 

This year, four employees are partici-
pating in the K-Life Challenge to run in 
three local races; the Woolaroc 8K, 
Shamrock the Ville 5K and Run the Ville 
10K. Sutterfield staff helps host an 
annual Client Appreciation Day at 
Woolaroc with food, giveaways, a band, 
a bounce house, and fishing derby for 
over 150 clients. In addition to building 
elaborate-themed floats for the annual 
Bartlesville Christmas Parade, their office 
is decorated each year with Christmas 
lights timed to music, which draws spec-
tators in cars lining the neighborhood to 
experience the popular display.  

Kathy Davis, vice president of Insur-
ance, is a seasoned employee who 
shares the team’s enthusiasm. “One of 
the things in life that brings me joy is 
helping others. Working for Sutterfield 
Financial Group, Inc. gives me the 
opportunity to assist our clients in plan-
ning for their financial future. Seeing the 
positive impact we make by doing this is 
one of the things that makes my heart 
the happiest. I also love that we promote 
the opportunity for our employees to be 
involved with our community and we are 
making an impact there as well.” 

Built on the discipline he learned as a 
Marine, Sutterfield’s approach to manag-
ing the multi-faceted business is to guide 
the team with a quiet leadership that 
encourages employees to do their best 
for their clients. “I’ve never worked for a 
business that takes better care of their 
employees than SFG,” said Swift. “They 
do things you wouldn’t expect. The two 
people who built this enterprise are family 
to me. You want to walk in every day and 
do your best, because they do their best.”   

The team’s close-knit support of each 
other extends to their pets — they are all 
dog or cat owners — and the Sutterfields 
bring their dog, Kenzie, to work each day, 
where employees welcome her as part of 
the team. The Weimaraner is known for 
loving bananas and carrots. Sutterfield 
sponsored the 2019 Doggie Dash and 
Canine Carnival, and two employees 
entered their pets into the 2020 bmonthly 
Best of the Pets Contest.  

Sutterfield Financial Group, Inc. 
stands out as a group of people wanting 
to do the right thing to help each other 
and their clients be their best, by creating 
trusting relationships and a secure finan-
cial plan for life. 

Cohesive Financial Planning
Sutterfield Financial Group Offers Unique Approach
by Lori Roll
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Bruin Soccer Seniors
Profiles of the Four BHS Senior Soccer Players
by Lori Esser

Connor Halferty (#18), son of Kari & 
Jay Halferty, looks to conclude his Bruin 
campaign with a return trip to the state 
playoffs. Looking beyond his days as a 
Bruin, Connor plans to attend the Univer-
sity of Arkansas in the fall to study 
architecture and interior design. His pas-
sion for design is deeply rooted in his 
lifelong passion to sketch and draw, mak-
ing architecture a natural fit. Connor chose 
to transition from a Bruin to a Razorback 
because of an invaluable experience that 

he had at the U of A architecture camp last summer. Connor’s 
previous interior design projects include assisting in the design 
of the volleyball girls locker room, a project that further strength-
ened his conviction to pursue architecture and interior design. 
Outside of his reputation for hardnosed play on the soccer field, 
Connor's art projects have been displayed in several school-
sponsored art shows. These arts projects have not gone without 
formal recognition, as Connor received a Scholastic Gold Key 
award for scratch art in 8th grade under the tutelage of Mrs. 
Giovanetti. Outside of soccer and art, Connor’s hobbies include 
riding skateboards and hanging out with friends. Having played 
soccer since the age of 5, Connor would like Bartlesville’s young 
soccer players to work hard but to also be sure you have fun 
and enjoy it. Connor said it best, “You only have a few years left 
so, make the most of the time you get!” From all of Bruin Nation, 
thank you Connor, for your commitment to the program. 

Trent Horinek (#2), son of Todd and 
Tonya Horinek, looks to use his senior 
campaign to cement his Bruin legacy as a 
goal scorer on the field and a vocal stal-
wart in the theater. After Trent hangs up his 
Bruin blue, he plans to enlist a new blue; 
the red, white and blue of the United 
States Air Force. Mrs. Horinek recalls a 
two-year-old Trent proclaiming his patriotic 
passions, with young Trent stating that, 

“he’s going to be an Army guy when he 
grows up!” Trent’s paternal grandfather 

also served in the Air Force. Outside of soccer and his military 
pursuits, Trent’s hobbies include spending time with his friends 
and family, including his younger brother, Trevor. Reflecting on 
his time as a Bruin Soccer player, Trent’s favorite memory is 
from his Junior year when the Bruins beat the Owasso Rams in 
Owasso. This memory is so fond to Trent because he grew up 
playing club soccer with several of the Owasso Ram players 
and it felt good to knock off a team with such talented players. 
Trent’s parting advice for all of the future Bruin Soccer players 
out there, is to work hard and never, ever give up. However, 
most importantly, always have fun! From all of Bruin Nation, we 
can’t wait to watch you, Trent, as you blossom into one of our 
country’s finest. 

Jonah Collins (#23), son of Tracie 
Gillete and Jason Collins, comes from a 
decorated family of athletes and coaches. 
According to Bruin Soccer Head Coach 
Anthony Tucker, “Jonah’s upbringing and 
character has made him one of the most 
selfless kids I’ve ever encountered, he is a 
great teammate and even better person.” 
Outside of playing soccer for the Bruins, 
Jonah relishes his social outings with his 
friends and girlfriend. Beyond the high 
school horizon, Jonah plans to pursue a 

career as a physician’s assistant or sports medicine doctor. To 
achieve such an exemplary profession, Jonah is currently con-
sidering two great institutions, the University of Oklahoma and 
Oklahoma Wesleyan University. Making such a life-altering deci-
sion on educational pursuits is already difficult, but add in the 
fact that Jonah’s mother is the current volleyball head coach at 
OKWU and it might be a tad more complicated. The implied 
benefit of family nearby or joining the 80,000 plus Crimson and 
Cream roaring at Sooner football games — good luck on that 
choice Jonah. When asked why he wanted to pursue a medical 
profession, Jonah referred to his lifelong passion of sport and 
his passion to assist people. For all those little Bruins who may 
one day wear Jonah’s number 23 jersey, he wants you to know 
that you must always work hard and to make good relationships 
with other players on and off the field. Lastly, Jonah wants you 
to have fun! Well, Jonah Collins, we will always remember you 
for your compassion, selflessness and gritty performances. 

Gabriel Ontiveros (#7), son of Daniel 
and Jancie Ontiveros, is seeking to write a 
fairytale ending to his already legendary 
Bruin soccer career. Gabe, as friends and 
teammates know him by, is one of the 
captains of the 2020 Bruin Soccer team.  
Outside of his soccer commitments, Gabe 
currently interns with ConocoPhillips 
through a partnership with BHS. This fall 
will bring a new era for Gabe, as he plans 
to attend Missouri University of Science 
and Technology (Missouri S&T) to pursue 

a degree in mechanical engineering. Gabe’s parting advice to all 
future Bruin athletes is to master the fundamentals of your sport 
and to never be the best player on your team. Being able to 
master the fundamentals is essential if you want to be a player 
of quality on your team. As to the second piece of advice, if you 
are not having to fight and challenge for your position in the 
starting lineup then you will be stunting your athletic growth. 
Being on a team with people who are better than you is a great 
motivational tool to push yourself in every practice and game to 
develop and surpass their abilities with your own. On behalf of 
Bruin Nation, we thank you Gabe and see nothing but bright 
stars and big stages for your next act. 
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Adams Parc is now Ignite Medical Resorts

Offering our Guests Private Suites with Exceptional Care and Rehabilitation, close to home in 
Bartlesville, OK.

Get your spark back after a planned surgery or bout of illness. Ignite’s dedicated team of in 
house therapists will customize a rehabilitation plan to get you back on your feet and back to 
the things you love.

Ignite will soon offer:

Our new hospitality model, LuxeRehab featuring hospitality tablets, room service, the latest in 
technology including virtual reality and contact free vital monitoring coupled with beautiful 
renovations to include our signature LuxeCafe proudly brewing Starbucks Coffee 

Introducing
LuxeRehab

6006 SE Adams Blvd. Bartlesville, OK 74006

Adamsparc.com • ignitemedicalresorts.com



After the hospital, but before home, is 
a place of healing and compassion for 
residents at Ignite Medical Resorts in 
Bartlesville. Surgery can be a stressful 
time for a family, especially afterward, 
when the patient is not quite ready to 
resume normal activities. That’s where 
facilities like Ignite Medical Resorts step 
in to make the transition to home a bit 
easier for the patient and those that care 
for them.  

For Ignite Medical Resorts, the jour-
ney begins with building a 
growth-inspiring environment. “Our staff 
is encouraging and supportive of our 
guests,” said Heather Smoot, patient liai-
son for Ignite Medical Resorts. “From the 
moment they arrive, we treat each guest 
and their family with the dignity and 
respect that creates a supportive atmos-
phere for healing.” 

That environment includes not only 
comprehensive skilled nursing, but the 
staff and owners have gone to great 
lengths to create a warm and homey 
atmosphere. They also take special care 
to treat the whole person by offering 

plenty of encouragement. Ignite Medical 
Resorts also values family involvement in 
the decision-making process, so the 
guest always has a full team to cheer 
them on.  

With a fresh perspective and their 
sights set on the future, Ignite Medical 
Resorts has never been more eager to 
see its facility succeed. Not only do they 
provide a wide array of medical services 
as their guests recover, but there is a 
feeling of home, too. This special touch 
has been a way to set them apart. At  
Ignite Medical Resorts, their goal is to 
not only help heal, but to nurture the 
whole person. That means providing the 
little extras and ensuring the setting has 
a warm and welcoming feel.  

“There are so many good things hap-
pening here,” added Smoot. “We have 
such a caring team, along with the sup-
port we need to constantly strive to serve 
the best needs of our guests.” 

Eventually, Ignite Medical Resorts will 
have even more enhancements at the 
facility to help give guests those extra 

comforts. Not only will Ignite Medical 
Resorts serve up comprehensive care 
from their quality staff, but they’ll also be 
able to serve a hot latte or cappuccino 
with an in-house Starbucks. The well-
known coffee shop will bring guests yet 
another extra perk, and a place for 
friends and family to gather as they sup-
port family members through their 
rehabilitative programs. 

The mission of Ignite Medical Resorts 
is evident in every aspect of what they do. 
With a strong presence in the community 
and a history of partnering to create a 
better network of care,  Ignite Medical 
Resorts is eager to serve those in need 
of skilled nursing. The kindness and 
attention to detail is seen in everything 
from treatment and support services to 
their warm, friendly environment. State-
of-the-art equipment and therapy is 
complemented by the nurturing and 
highly-trained staff.  

For Bartlesville, Ignite Medical 
Resorts is a place that truly represents 
the best in comprehensive health care.

A Path to Recovery
Ignite Medical Resorts, Formerly Adams PARC, Provides Care
by Maria Gus
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Screams of Silence
by Keith McPhail

The month of April is Child Abuse Awareness Month. I 
have decided to write and share the dark times in my life 
when I was violently abused, including horrific sexual abuse 
that lasted for more than two years. I write these words so 
that they may help others share their stories and begin to 
heal ... from their “Screams of Silence.’’ 

For many months now — and honestly, for many years —
this story has haunted me, but has also strengthened me. I 
have talked and wept with Christy over the last few months 
on how to put these feelings into words. I read her my drafts 
with quivering lips and tears falling, so she could help me 
decide whether to put this story in the magazine or keep it 
locked in a box as it has been for years. I prayed to God for 
the strength and courage to write this story, so you can see 
inside those very dark days, months, and years that changed 
me forever. I pray these words will help you to gain hope for 
your healing, trust from your tragedy, freedom from forgive-
ness, strength from sorrow, and peace from the pain.  

I chose this title because during this dark time, I was the 
one with no voice. I was the one silently screaming. In this 
story, I open up chapters in my life that have seriously 
scared me, but most importantly have given me grace and 
mercy. The story you are about to read broke the mold of 
child abuse for me and my family, and all of my years living 
with a fatherless father.  

I have had three men (dads) in my life ... my biological 
father, stepdad, and stepfather - Kenneth McPhail. My bio-
logical father abandoned me, my brother, and my mom 
when I was a week old. My stepdad literally beat me so 
badly that I could not sit down because of the welts and 
bruises covering my legs and torso. My stepfather Kenneth 
McPhail was a good man. He tried his very best, with no 
experience at all, to be a father overnight to four kids. He 
also had to learn how to deal with a rebellious kid like me. 

Today, I carry his last name with pride, because in the end 
he was the only real father I had. However, his life was cut 
short because he could not handle the demons in his head. 
He took his own life and completely changed all of our 
lives forever!   

My mom, stepdad, brothers, sister, and I lived in a 1300-
square-foot, three-bedroom crackerbox house in Little 
Rock, Arkansas. From the living room to the bedroom I 
shared with my older brother, Kevin, was not more than 50 
feet. In 1974, at the age of 5, that 50 feet seemed like it was 
a mile long. My first childhood memory was running as fast 
as I could down that long hallway towards my room, 
screaming with absolute terror. I had to really dig deep and 
open boxes that have been closed for decades. I tried to 
think of something else, but this is what kept replaying in 
my head. 

I was running from the man who I thought was my real 
father. He had his black leather belt, chasing me down this 
narrow hallway, which eventually ended with nowhere to run 
or hide ... and the beating began. I’m not talking about a 
spanking that most of us grew up with ... what I am saying 
is that it was a damn beating. I was only 5 years old and this 
man would lift me straight up in the air with my right arm 
and my feet kicking like I was drowning in water. I would 
stick my left arm behind me to block hit after hit ... bruise 
after bruise, and welt after welt ... there was no such thing 
as three swats with him. It only stopped when he couldn’t 
swing the belt anymore or until my mom came in and took 
her own punishment from him. He would let go of me and 
turn his alcoholic rage on her. I was so sad because I 
couldn’t protect my mom as she looked at me though every 
hit and said to me “it’s okay, Keith. I’m here”.   

I pray and believe with all my heart that the sin and 
shame that comes with abuse can be left at Jesus’ feet, 
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and you can come just as you are and His mercy will draw 
you near. When we tell our stories, it gives others HOPE, 
COURAGE, and STRENGTH so they can tell their stories. 
Sharing our stories reminds people that their lives matter, 
and helps others shine their light so that they can step out 
of the shadows of darkness and NEVER be afraid to tell 
the truth. 

If you have read any of my stories over the past three 
years, you know I am very transparent about my failures and 
my dark years. I always say — and oh how true it is—  that 
only by His Grace do I stand today; that I am able to tell my 
story to help others speak out and let go of all the pain and 
shame in their lives, which threatens to consume you from 
the inside out. It never made sense to me why my stepdad 
would literally beat Kevin and me but never my younger sib-
lings. (Years later I found out why, when I found my original 
birth certificate and his name was not under “child’s father’s 
name.”) The beatings continued with anything he could get 
his hands on, whether that be a rake handle; water hose; 
cowboy boots; and worst of all, the black belt.  

In the end it really didn’t matter, because after a while 
you learn to hide in the shadows. You hide so you can’t be 
seen and your screams can’t be heard. You silence your 
screams by acting out. Acting out because of the shame. 
Acting out because of the anger. Acting out because you 
have no father. This is me ... this is the young boy who just 
wanted a dad ... the dad who comes to my ball games ... the 
dad who goes to my Cub Scout meetings ... the dad who 
loves me ... the dad who is proud of me. But not once did 
any of them say “I Love You and I’m Proud of You.” Those 
words were never spoken to me ... EVER!   

Many of you reading this now might be asking where my 
mom is in this story, or why didn’t she save us ... trust me, 
she was there. What I haven’t told you is my mom took more 

beatings than all of us combined. She saved me many times 
by throwing herself on top of me to take the hits from that 
black belt.  

These words I write are for the ones who still hold on to 
that demon that tries to tell you everyday you’re not worthy 
and your life has no meaning. Let me boldly say to you that 
God can take away those voices telling you it was your fault, 
or that you did something wrong, or it’s because you are a 
stepchild, or maybe you acted a little different than other 
kids, or your grades were D’s and C’s, or you weren’t good 
in sports. NO CHILD should ever be abused! For the tens of 
thousands of readers reading this right now, I am shining a 
HUGE light on this issue. Did you know that over 750,000 
kids were reported abused last year in the US? That’s the 
number reported, and we know there are thousands of 
cases that were never reported. What in the HELL is going 
on?!  You are harming a child, and in many instances taking 
the life of a child, through abuse. Have you lost your mind? 
It shakes me to the core to see the innocence of these pre-
cious children ripped away. We see it in the news all the time, 
where a small child was severely abused and died. You 
made this child. How can you bring tears and pain to an 
innocent child who should have nothing to fear and has full 
trust in you as their parent to protect and love them? 

I was nine years old and I woke up in a HELL that has 
haunted me for over 42 years. I was in complete darkness 
and my innocent body in complete shock of what was hap-
pening to me ... confused and numb on what was being 
done to my body ... I knew nothing about the things being 
done to me ... for GOD SAKES I WAS NINE YEARS OLD! For 
the parents reading this right now, can you imagine this 
happening to your child?  What was I supposed to do? I was 
being beaten practically everyday at home. Was I going to 
go tell my parents what had happened to me? NO! That’s 
just more beatings for me because I would put a scar on too 
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many people. I was sacrificed for many. I lay still with tears 
falling down my face ... I screamed and nothing came out ... 
they were my “Screams of Silence.”  

I lay there a prisoner of a 13 year old boy. I looked up to 
this boy and his twin 
brother, who were the 
same age as my brother. 
Their names were Jeff and 
Justin. The four of us did 
everything together. All I 
ever wanted was to fit in, 
to be one of them. I looked 
up to them so much ... 
they were rock stars to me. 
Kevin was the coolest 
brother ever, and I wanted 
to do whatever he did. 
There was a four-year gap 
between us, but that never 
mattered. We were insep-

arable. This night and many nights to come changed 
everything about me and the next 42 years of my life. I 
would lay there pretending to be asleep, so he would stop 
the abuse. If I wasn’t doing anything back to him, then 
maybe he would stop. He did horrific things to my body and 
forced me to do things to him even as I layed there 
limp. Why God? Why me? Tell me you haven’t forgotten me.  

For the next two years, my body was painfully abused 
and my innocence was ripped from me. I truly believe this 
was the beginning of my 30-plus years of drug abuse. I was 
trying to replace the feeling of being worthy ... being some-
one, not being something! I pray that no child has to see or 
feel the pain and darkness that I felt. I pray for Grace and 
Peace for the ones who keep this inside and never talk 
about what happened. Today I stand with pride and I lift my 
head up from the years of shame that kept me speechless 
and full of weakness. I don’t want this to happen to another 
child. I will NEVER understand why you would hurt and vio-
late the innocence of a child ... for the love of God, what are 
people doing to these kids?? 

For days now I have struggled with how much is too 
much for you, our readers, to read. I really needed to gain 
peace and strength to finish these words. When you walk 
away from reading this story, you will know that the sin and 
pain that these eyes have seen have been forgiven ... not 
forgotten. It was, and still is, hard for me to forgive my step-
father and Jeff for the absolute pain that they afflicted on 
me ... but I do. Not for them, but for my sanity, my identity, 
and my heart. I pray that they have found forgiveness in 
themselves. 

For all who have suffered from abuse and have hidden in 
the shadows for years — afraid to talk, to feel, to trust, to 
love again — you don’t have to hide anymore. It’s not your 
fault. It’s not your burden to carry. These words I write are 
words of freedom to let you know that my story may not be 
that much different from yours, except I choose to tell it, to 
share it boldly, and to 
stand on this Rock of 
Truth. It’s going to be okay. 
You can come just as you 
are. No matter where you 
have been, there is always 
a way home. I pray that in 
your brokenness you can 
find blessings, in your suf-
fering you can find 
salvation, in your misery 
you can find mercy, and in 
your loneliness you can 
find love. I still believe 
today that even when I 
couldn’t see, and all my 
hope was lost, He was 
always there to move the mountains in my life and make my 
giants fall. He protected me through it all, so that one day 
you would read this story and these words I write would 
give you hope and the strength to rise. To let you know that 
your life matters, you mean something to someone, and that 
your courage ... your story ... your voice ... will help change 
lives...Tell your story ... God Bless the broken ones.  

~ Keith  
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Pique your kids’ curiosity this summer with Tri County Tech’s Summer Camp! 
A wide variety of exciting STEM camp themes ensures a fun, safe, and engaging 

environment for your child to have a blast and learn a little something too.

Meet new friends, take a field trip, and explore all our camp has to offer. 
Breakfast, lunch, & snacks are provided. Visit us online to explore our STEM 

summer camp themes everyone can enjoy!

S T E M  F O R  E V E R Y O N E

“My camper had a wonderful time and he can’t wait until next year!!! Thanks for 
having such a great place for our kids! Wish we could do more camps like this!”

S U M M E R  C A M P E R  P A R E N T  -  2 0 1 9

Register online at TriCountyTech.edu/SummerCamp

6.8.20 – 6.12.20

Monday – Friday

8:00 am – 4:00 pm

6.15.20 – 6.19.20

Monday – Friday

8:00 am – 4:00 pm

6.1.20 – 6.5.20

Monday – Friday

8:00 am – 4:00 pm
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“Friendly dealers, great showroom and vehicles, very accommodating. Really appreciate  
being called by name.” — Matt from Wichita, KS

Hwy 75 in Bartlesville • (918)333-8010 • gopatriotauto.com

Eastland Center • 9183352940

"Building a Healthy Community

MUSIC
 THAT IS PERSONAL.

OKMMUSIC.ORG

(918) 336-9900JUNE 12-18 • 2020
36TH  SEASON • OKLAHOMA’S PREMIER MUSIC FESTIVAL



by Jay Webster
Welcome to Spring and April and the most awkward season 

of the year, my friends.  

When you think about it … Spring is really the puberty of the 
four seasons, isn’t it? You’ve left Winter, but you’ve not quite 
reached Summer. Things are springing up and growing out of 
nowhere. Suddenly you have thin little blades of grass popping 

up like one of those awful teenage mustaches. You don’t know 
whether to mow it or let it grow out. 

Then there’s the air. It’s so thick with new scents it feels like 
an adolescent that just discovered Axe body spray. It makes 
your eyes water. 

Spring Into Inaction
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And suddenly you’re filled with all this vigor and energy and 
(God help you) hope. Now — if you’re not careful — you’ll feel 
compelled to start planning things. You’ll use your phone to start 
mapping out the distance to the Grand Canyon and pricing RV’s 
and buying garden plants to neglect once summer arrives. 

I’ve found a way to get around all that. As I hurdle through 
what some have unfortunately deemed as “Mid-Life,” I’ve made 
a number of discoveries. First is that “Life” is the one race you 
run in which you don’t want to know how many miles are left. 
Second, is that I’ve decided that are any number of noble and 
adventurous things I like the idea of doing in my life — I just 
don’t want to actually do them. Here are a couple of examples:. 

A few weeks ago (while it was still winter) we hit one of those 
teaser weekends when temps sailed into the 70s on the wings 
of blue skies and lumbering sun rays. My eight-year-old daugh-
ter got excited and asked if we could get the camping tent out 
and set it up in the backyard. The same tent that lives in the attic 
and hasn’t been raised in 20 years. But we had “talked” about 
doing a camping trip and I thought this would be a good test run. 
I like the idea of being an adventurous family that discovers the 
follies of modern society in the midst of life lessons around a 
campfire … where you also rekindle your love of each other and 
nature. Who doesn’t? 

It took us 90 minutes to build the tent (without instructions). 
From there my daughter dragged out every pillow, blanket, and 
board game available in the house. Then came camping chairs 
and flash lights and folding tables. We essentially moved from 
our home to the backyard. Then my wife and daughter saw the 
opportunity to decorate, so the campsite went HGTV.  

From there we cooked over an open flame, while dodging 
blankets of smoke that targeted me (with no regard for what the 
wind was doing). We made s’mores. We snuggled and then 
(mercifully) it was bed time. We made a pallet of yoga mats and 
blankets and instantly crashed. I almost as instantly woke up 
two hours later, when I began trying to solve the mysteries of 
the universe by staring feverishly at the tent ceiling. 

That’s when it occurred to me — I like the idea of camping, 
it’s just the actual practice I don’t want to do. Now, here’s where 
many of you will tell me “we just did it wrong.” That we needed 
an air mattress. Why do you think it had been 20 years since the 
last time I camped? Air mattresses are specifically designed to 
overinflate so you roll off them onto the ground, or to leak air, so 
once again you are left on the ground. 

While we’re on the subject of spring, here’s another one for 
your consideration: Running. When the air begins to thaw, your 
mind may drift towards exercise. You will say to yourself, “Self, 
the heat is coming and short sleeves and Speedos are sure to 
follow.” I don’t know why your mind automatically goes to 
Speedos. That’s between you and the Lord. The point is, you’ll 
want to get into shape before you start flashing all that flesh. 

And because you’re prudent you may think, “I know, I’ll start 
running! It’s virtually free — apart from the $150 shoes and coor-
dinated LuLu running outfits…” My last seasonally-inspired 
running phase was just a couple of years ago, so it’s still fresh. 

I decided I would not only start running (again), but I would 
give myself a goal. So I entered a popular 5K race in Tulsa. Now 
I should state here that I don’t like running. I never have. I’ve 

never found the “runners high” or “my groove" or anything else 
that would distract me from the unsettling anguish of rubbing 
my legs together for long periods of time. 

But I did train for the 5k. And I did really well … for 4 of the 
k’s. Then an enormous gorilla jumped from the bushes and 
tossed his brother on my back, while he hung from my neck and 
stomached punched me. (And that’s one of the reasons I don’t 
like running…) 

The finish for this race was a long, spiraling uphill climb that 
completely hid the finish line from view. I was laboring to say the 
least. Then an angel spoke to me in the form of a woman behind 
me. She said, “It’s okay, baby. We’re almost there. We’re gonna 
make it!” 

Her words were like water. They revived my soul. I turned to 
thank her and maybe offer some mutual encouragement. That’s 
when I noticed she was carrying an actual baby … and a stroller. 
The baby carrier had broken down halfway through the race, 
forcing her not to call for help, but to pick both up in her arms 
so she could run past me and thus fulfill my shame. 

In all the miles I have run in my life, I’ve decided my favorite 
part is “having run.” That is, I like the way I feel when I’m done. 
That’s it. So, I like the idea of running, just not actually doing it. 

I like the idea of playing old records. I have a whole collection. 
But stopping to flip a disc every four songs (or paying $25+ for 
new albums) I don’t love so much. 

I like the idea of being an amateur chef. I’ll even flip through 
an occasional food mag for new recipes. But taking the time to 
go to the store to buy new ingredients and then cooking from 
instructions … I don’t love so much. 

I love the idea of going green, just not always enough to walk 
two blocks for coffee instead of driving when it’s cold. 

I love the idea of diverse and meaningful conversation with 
people who think different than I do, just not enough to suffer 
through two hours of dinner with you. 

I love the idea of reading the classics, just not enough to … 
read the classics. 

We all have that Pinterest list that would radically shape us 
into a better version of ourselves. And maybe that’s okay. As 
long as we have the list, 
there’s the potential at 
least that we could 
become those better 
people … if we really 
wanted to. 

Until then, your 
secret is safe with me. 
And for the record, I like 
you just the way you are. 
If you go improving your-
self, it just makes more 
work for the rest of us. 

Cheers, my friends. 
I’ll look for you here next 
month. 
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The most popular park in town is 
located at 2400 SE Adams Blvd — 
Cooper Dog Park — a park solely for 
dogs and their owners. 

January 21, 2012, Cooper Dog Park 
opened after several citizens requested 
that the city create the park. Because the 
city could not afford to build and main-
tain the park, several citizens formed the 
Bark Park Buddies and raised the funds 
to build and maintain the park. As past 
City Manager Ed Gordon said, “The 
building of Cooper Dog Park was a 
beautiful example of citizens and city 
government working together.” 

After the K-9 officer Cooper, a 
Bartlesville police dog, died from poison-
ing in 2010, the Bark Park Buddies chose 
to name the park after him. 

Within the park are two fenced areas; 
one for large dogs and one for small 

dogs. The park has become a place for 
dogs and their owners to gather and 
socialize. Steve and Debbie Neece love 
the park and the difference it has made 
in Sadie’s life. “She is so happy to have 
dog friends,” said Steve. This is the sen-
timent for many of the regulars at the 
park. 

The organization is not just a park. It 
is so much more. They now have a Dog 
of the Month contest  and weenie dog 
races. A fundraising opportunity called 
Paws to Remember is a way to memori-
alize your pet with a brick in the Memorial 
Walk. But, the most popular event is the 
Dogs Days of Summer swim party at 
Frontier Pool. It is always held the last 
day of the pool season, usually late 
August. Dog owners are allowed to take 
their dogs to play fetch and swim in the 
pool. Everyone has a great time. 

Area residents are encouraged to visit 
their website, bartkparkbuddies.com, to 
find out how to volunteer, nominate your 
dog for Dog of the Month, buy a memo-
rial brick, donate, become a member, 
and to read the park rules. There is even 
a canine code of conduct. My favorite 
one is “Have fun, play, and wag at will.”  

The dogs learn how to play nice with 
the other dogs, while their owners make 
new friends.  

So, next time you are driving west on 
Adams Blvd from the WalMart area, look 
just west of Lee Lake, between the hours 
of 6 a.m. - 11 p.m. and notice how many 
cars are parked there. Stop and watch 
the fun and visit with the humans and the 
dogs. 

Bark Park President Bill Buckles 
wants us to know, “It’s all for the dogs.” 

Where a Dog 
      Can Be a Dog

Cooper Dog Park  
Gives Dogs & Their 
Humans a Great  
Place to Play
by Kay Little, Little History Adventures
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No Fees for Non-Profits

Our Promise to You.  We care about our clients.  
Providing exceptional customer service is how we 
do business and is the driving motivation for each 

member of the Regent Bank Team.

The perfect partnership. 
Avoid costly fees from other banks.  No fine print, just free banking for 

those that take care of our community.

Easy to Switch
Private Bankers to help assist you.

Free Client Programs
Value-adding resources and access to events 

like our quarterly Non-Profit Leadership Series

No Monthly Maintenance Fees
We don’t think those who are helping our 

communities the most should be bogged down 
with paying a ton of fees.

(918) 273-1227
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The Greatest Story Ever Told
A Look at The Passion Plays from Around the World
by Debbie Neece, Bartlesville Area History Museum

The theatrical production of the passion play, depicting 
Christ’s final days of life, has been noted as the Greatest Story 
Ever Told. Presented in various languages and locations 
throughout the world, the American Passion Play, Veronica’s 
Veil began in New Jersey as a rivalry between two German-
speaking Catholic parishes. The Union City, N.J. parish 
performed the Christian legend-based play (1915-1999) and the 
second parish performed the scripture-based play (1915-pre-
sent) moving to the Park Theater in North Hudson, N.J. upon 
building completion in 1931. 

Fassnacht Passion Play 
As early as 1921, motion picture performances of the Ger-

man-based Fassnacht Passion Play were shown in theaters 
throughout America. However, over 60,000 Americans also trav-
eled to Freiburg, Baden, Germany, to witness the live 
performances, begging the performers to bring the play to the 
masses in America.  

On February 14, 1928 Adolf and George Fassnacht arrived 
in New York City to organize an American tour. Six months later, 
the Pageant Sublime tour group arrived at 
St. Joseph, Missouri, to perform their pre-
mier play in America at the grand opening 
event of the Krug Park Bowl. Reserved 
tickets for St. Joseph’s epoch event were 
$2, and fifty-cents for grass seating.  

The Fassnacht troupe arrived with 
scenery, cast and costumes but it was the 
cooperation of the locals that brought the 
passion play to life. Beyond the cast of 60 
Fassnacht Players, an additional cast of 
approximately 600 was selected from the 
St. Joseph area including a local chorus 
and an orchestra was drawn from players 
across the state.  

The role of Christ had been played by an unbroken line of 
fathers and sons since 1718, seven generations. From child-
hood, Adolf Fassnacht trained for the role of Christ. He played 
the role of St. John at seven and took the role of Christ at twenty 
years of age. The family tradition continued on tour: Adolf 
played Christ; his wife played Mary Magdalene; daughter Amalia 
played Mary; and brother George played Judas, joined by other 
family members. 

The cast traveled with three rail cars loaded with scenery 
and costumes included sets for Pilate’s Temple, the Gate of 
Jerusalem, Mary’s home in Bethany, the house where Christ 
partook of the Last Supper with his Disciples, the Garden of 
Gethsemane, Calvary, Herod’s Temple, and other scenes nec-
essary to portrait the story of Christ’s week of sorrows. 

After five weeks of rehearsals, some sessions five hours in 
length, the acoustically perfect natural amphitheater of the Krug 
Park Bowl drew over 100,000 people during the nine-night per-
formance. The play was performed in German but spectators 
were sold programs with an English play text translation. And, 
area clergy praised the performances as a triumph of artistic 

achievement as individuals did not move 
from their seats, but listened intently for 
two and a half hours in reverent silence…
an occurrence difficult to obtain at Sunday 
worship services.  

The troupe then moved to St. Louis for a 
nine-night performance at the Municipal 
Theater in Forest Park as they performed at 
scheduled engagements across America 
including a stop in Wichita, November 28. In 
the spring of 1929, the Fassnacht Passion 
Play was presented at the New York Hippo-
drome for six weeks where the scenery and 
costumes were greatly enhanced. The per-
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formances became translated in English by 1930 at which time 
George branched on his own with the English translation, while 
Adolf continued to crisscross the states presenting the traditional 
German version of the play. One of the English performances was 
at the Miller Brother’s 101 Ranch in Oklahoma.  

The Miller Brothers left their mark on the history of Kay and 
Osage counties with the 101 Ranch and their Wild West Show 
which toured from 1925-1931. Zach Miller was a go big or go 
home broke type of man; however, after the deaths of brothers 
Joseph (1927) and George (1929), Zach struggled to keep the 
Miller empire afloat. In an attempt to boost the ranch finances, 
he managed to mark his spot on the Fassnacht Passion 
Play tour schedule and added 4,500 seats to the ranch arena in 
anticipation of the little known 101 Ranch 
Passion Play. The Fassnacht troupe com-
pleted their performance at Joplin and 
arrived in grand splendor for three 101 
Ranch performances on July 19 and 20, 
1930. Lighting expert, G.A. Strong, 
installed flood-lighting to create a light as 
day situation for the evening perform-
ances and after two evening and one 
afternoon performance, the traveling cast 
moved on to Shawnee, OK. 

In the midst of growing religious 
protest, the Great Depression and declin-
ing press, in 1930, George Fassnacht 
returned to Germany. The Fassnacht Pas-
sion Play, under the direction of Adolf 
Fassnacht, made a return stop at St. 
Joseph, Missouri, the week of June 29–
July 6, 1932. Then by 1934, the company 
struggled to pay the performers and was 
dissolved. George struggled but failed 
also, in the mid-1940s. 

Oberammergau Passion Play 
Nestled along the Ammer River in Bavaria, Germany is the 

small village of Oberammergau with a population of about 5,200 
residents including potters, glass painters, woodcarvers and 
other traditional tradesmen. With each decadal turn, the town 
swells to accommodate over a half million visitors between May 
and October, and more than half of the visitors do not speak 
Bavarian German.  

During the 17th century, the Thirty-Years War, poverty and 
disease brought wide-spread death, leaving the small commu-
nity of Oberammergau devastated by loss. The community 
vowed the Play of the Suffering, Death and Resurrection of Our 

Lord Jesus Christ would be performed 
every ten years if God would protect the 
community from the bubonic plague. 
True to their word, the Oberammergau 
Passion Play originated in 1634 with only 
60-70 cast members and has grown to 
include a cast of 2,500, including 100 
orchestra, 110 chorus, 41 stage and 7 
lighting crew. And for the “final judgment” 
scene, over a thousand cast members fill 
the stage.   

Under the direction of Christian Stückl, 
rehearsals for the Oberammergau Pas-
sion Play begin two years prior to the 
performance year and anticipation to be 
selected for the performance is excep-
tionally high. Cast members must be 
born in or have resided in Oberammer-
gau for at least 20 years to be accepted. 
And, in case of illness, two cast members 
are selected for the roles of Jesus, Mary, 
Peter, Judas, Pontius Pilate and 
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Caiaphas, as well as the 120 speaking roles. The cast also con-
tains multi-generational performers including grandparents and 
grandchildren. In addition, male performers are required to be 
non-shaven with long locks to look-the-look.   

In 2010, the emotionally moving and spiritually charged 
41st Oberammergau Passion Play was staged for 102 days with 
a run time of about 5 hours, beginning at 2:30 and ending after 
10:30 pm with a three-hour meal break.    

This year, the 42nd Oberammergau Passion Play will be per-
formed daily from May 16 through October 4, 2020 and 
transcend the language barrier with the program text translated 
in various languages. I have heard several Bartians will be in 
attendance this year.   

Highly regarded as a pilgrimage experience, the Oberammer-
gau Passion Play has never strayed 
from its natural habitat. Although, the 
play text has evolved since the first 
performance, the must see passion 
play continues to be a timeless story of 
the suffering, death, and resurrection of 
Christ, which draws global audiences 
from all walks of life.  

The Great Passion Play 
If your vacation plans prevent you 

from traveling across the pond to Ger-
many, The Great Passion Play is only 
three and a half hours east, in Eureka 
Springs, Arkansas.  

Since 1968, a reported 7.9 million 
people have visited the picturesque 
Ozark Mountains to witness the final 
week of Christ’s life in The Greatest 
Story Ever Told. A cast of 250 portray 
Christ’s transitional life between May 

and October, with a few select dates in April. The multi-level, 
4,100 seat amphitheater allows all ages to experience every 
sight on the 500 foot, three story set.    

The majestic Ozark Mountains are a pristine location to 
make family memories with many entertainment offerings. The 
Great Passion Play Christian theme park also contains: The 
Museum of Earth History – credited as having one of the 
largest collections of dinosaur bones in all of Arkansas; The 
Bible Museum – thousands of Bibles in 625 languages and 
dialects including “an original 1611 King James Bible, a page of 
the Gutenberg Bible, an 1898 Bible signed by all of the original 
Gideons (the only one of its kind) and the first Cherokee Bible” 
in the collection; The Sacred Arts Center – a thousand works 
of Christian life art are featured from centuries old to modern 

“Christian artists” in an array of varied mediums along with a 10ft 
by 10ft section of the original Berlin Wall; The New Holy Land 

Tour – offers a tour of the Holy Land 
with a life-sized replica of the Eastern 
Gate in Jerusalem where visitors are 
greeted in the marketplace by Biblical 
craftspeople and characters. 

However, one of the most majestic 
attractions is the Christ of the Ozarks. 
Standing guard over the Victorian vil-
lage of Eureka Springs, Arkansas, the 
two-million pound, hand crafted Christ 
of the Ozarks statue was sculpted by 
the late Emmet Sullivan of cast con-
crete in 1966 and towers seven-stories 
tall with an arm span of sixty-five feet. 

Shadowed by only nine other U.S. 
statues, including the Statue of Liberty 
(46 meters) and Tulsa’s Golden Driller 
(23 meters), the Christ of the Ozarks is 
the tallest statue of Christ in North 
America at 20 meters or 65.6 feet tall.  
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The Holy City of the Wichitas Pageant 
Also three hours away, in southwestern Oklahoma, is the 

Wichita Mountains where the dream of Austrian born-Chicago 
transplant, Rev. Anthony Mark Wallock became reality. On April 4, 
1926, Rev. Wallock established an Easter service and theatrical 
Easter Pageant production, The Prince of Peace, with a cast of 
five people. The pageant grew each year in attendance and atten-
tion. By 1936, the Pageant was broadcast live on Oklahoma City’s 
WKY radio and carried nationwide on two hundred stations. In the 
late 1930s, American theaters featured newsreel footage and the 
U.S. government produced a full-length film of the pageant. Addi-
tionally, in 1949, a full-color Hallmark movie was released 
titled The Lawton Story, featuring the Easter pageant.  

With the support of a $94,000 construction grant, from 1934–
35 the Works Progress Administration (WPA) built the current Holy 
City of the Wichitas from locally quarried granite, a short distance 
from the original location. Upon competition, the 66-acre Biblical 
site contained the temple court, Pilate's judgment hall, Calvary's 
Mount and the Garden of Gethsemane. The following year, WPA 
workers added the Lord’s Supper building, Herod’s Court and a 

replica of the historic Christ Church at Alexandria, VA with beau-
tiful stain glass and wall and ceiling murals by artist Irene Malcolm. 

In the early years of the pageant, the hours-long dramatic per-
formance began during the darkness of night and captivated 
visitors with Christ’s resurrection at sunrise. By 1939, more than 
225,000 visitors made the pilgrimage to Oklahoma’s hidden treas-
ure of rustic stone construction and Biblical memories. 

And, in 2018, the Holy City of the Wichitas Historic District was 
registered on the National Register of Historic Places.  

Welcoming visitors daily during daylight hours, the Holy City is 
located approximately 22 miles northwest of Lawton or 10 miles 
west of I-44, on Holy City Road, Cache, OK. Visitation is always 
free of charge and The Prince of Peace play performances are 
Palm Sunday and Easter Eve. 

Although the examples of Freiburg’s Fassnacht Passion Play, 
Oberammergau Passion Play, The Great Passion Play in Eureka 
Springs, Arkansas and Oklahoma’s own “Prince of Peace Easter 
Pageant” in the gorgeous Wichita Mountains are just a sample of 
the celebrations of faith available, I hope this story has inspired 
you to celebrate your faith this biblical season.  

** Thank you to George Weston, the Oberammergau Passion 
Play and The Great Passion Play for sharing their photo collections. 

Aviator Art Goebel climbed to fame as a Hollywood stunt flyer; 
winner of the 1927 trans-Pacific Dole Race flying the Frank 
Phillips sponsored Woolaroc monoplane; operated the World’s 
First School of Stunt; and was a skywriter for Phillips Petroleum 
Company. In 1935, Goebel took flight over the Holy City of the 
Wichitas sunrise pageant where he artistically penned above 
the pageant grounds, “Christ Arose.” 

Happy Easter to All!  

Now You Know*

Did You Know?



Jewel Box  
HOTEL APARTMENTS

• 5 unique one bedroom hotel apartments  

• In the heart of downtown   

• Laundry room with washers and dryers- 

free for tenant use 

• All utilities included: electric, water, trash, internet & wi-fi  

• Fully furnished 

• Stainless steel appliances  

• Smart TV in each apartment

Celebrate and Luxuriate 

in your very own Jewel Box

100 SW Frank Phillips Blvd | Bartlesville, OK 74003 
8 am-5 pm, Monday-Friday

(918) 534-6011

The Room At The Top Events

johnstone.sare@gmail.com | www.johnstone-sare-theroomatthetop.com | www.facebook.com/johnstone.sare.events | instagram: @johnstone.sare.events
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In 1937, the female employees at Phillips Petroleum Com-
pany noticed the rival oil company in town, Cities Service, had 
organized a women’s club, so they requested their own club. 

On April 7 of 1937, 
101 of the 250 women 
employed within PPCO 
held a meeting, with 100 
voting for a women’s 
club. Management gave 
approval. The first official 
meeting was held April 
14, 1937 to organize and 
elect officers.  

Phillips Petroleum Company had a family atmosphere 
because of owner Frank Phillips and his wife, Jane. They felt 
that the employees were their children, so the community called 
them Uncle Frank and Aunt Jane. This relationship caused the 
women to vote unanimously to name their club the Jane Phillips 
sorority. They felt that without Jane’s guiding hand and spirit, 
there would be no PPCO.  

By the end of the year, 255 of the 300 women employees 
pledged to become members. Annual membership dues were 
$1.00. They met every third Thursday of the month.  

Phillips provided the second floor of the Montgomery Ward 
building at 322 ½ S. Keeler for club use. The women immedi-
ately started painting walls, cleaning, building storage space, 
and making curtains. They held a benefit bridge tournament to 
cover these expenses. After the sorority moved into their new 
building, they purchased kitchen equipment and furniture. They 
sold lunches for 15 cents.  

Jane was named honorary President and became involved, 
calling members “her girls.” She attended several JPS conven-
tions and often paid for expenses. She was a great hostess to 
the club members in her home and in her convention hotel room. 
She was very loyal to each of the members. 

During her lifetime, Jane asked that the club not give money 
in her honor. After her death in 1951, a memorial fund, which still 
exists today, was established to dispense money in her memory. 
Since that first memorial, the club has given over $300,000 in 
Jane’s honor. In 2017, the memorial fund was donated for a 
walk-in freezer for the Agape Mission in Bartlesville. 

When the JPS was formed, they adopted official emblems 
which are still in use today. The yellow talisman rose is the offi-
cial flower; the official colors are royal blue and silver. An official 

prayer and a motto, “In building character, it pays to use only 
the best materials” are used today. 

Additional chapters of JPS were formed for women 
employed in field offices and plants. After 20 years of employ-
ment, the employee would become a life member. As of the 
50th anniversary, 507 life memberships had been granted. 

In 1939, JPS established a Credit Union, with volunteers. 
The women could open an account with only 25 cents. In 1940, 
the credit union was opened to all Bartlesville PPCO employees 
and the name changed to 66 Federal Credit Union. In 2013, the 
name changed to Truity Credit Union, with branches in 
Bartlesville and Houston. 

In 1988, Jane Phillips Sorority changed its name to Jane 
Phillips Society, accommodating a new law allowing men to 
join.  

The JPS will soon establish a gift shop in the PPCO Museum 
in downtown Bartlesville. 

JPS is still a charitable organization and according to Michelle 
Swaney, former President, and current membership director, “We 
have been giving back to the community since 1937 and we are 
still going strong, always looking for new members.”  

Anyone can become a member, if you share their vision. For 
more information, go to the JPS website, jpsbville.org or email 
at jpsbville@gmail.com. 

Still Going Strong
Jane Phillips Society Giving Back to Community Since 1937
by Kay Little, Little History Adventures

JPS members Dee Wiens, Michelle Swaney, Pattie Shipp & Tish Harris.
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Now Leasing: 1, 2, & 3  

Bedroom apartments

bison trails 

918.333.8225 

1501 SE Bison Rd, Bartlesville 

bisontrails-ok.com

Come and meet Heather Wright, the new manager at Bison Trails.

Making life work is our life’s work.
• Skilled nursing 

• Physical therapy 

• Occupational therapy 

• Speech therapy

• Personal care, hygiene 

• Companionship 

• Assistance with 
  errands 

• Medical social work 

• Transportation 

• Home-health 
  management

Free consultations, call 918.333.8500

aheavenlytouchcleaning.com 
918.914.2159

• Weekly            •  Deep Cleaning 
• Bi-Weekly       •  Carpet  
• Monthly          •  Windows

Residential &  
Commercial Cleaning

A Heavenly Touch
Cleaning    Service

We don’t just clean...we care!

™

Pregnant and Postpartum Women, Infants and Children up to age 
5 who receive SoonerCare automatically qualify. Participants DO 
NOT have to be Native American to receive benefits! Spread the 

word! Call 1-800-460-1006 for more information.  
Clinic locations in Pawhuska, Skiatook, Hominy, Bartlesville,  

Tulsa, Fairfax, and McCord! WIC MOBILE COMING SOON!! 
 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

WIC supports 53% of all infants 
born in the U.S. Someone you 
know may be eligible.
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One of a Kind
A Look Back at the Life of Paul A. Roll
by Lori Roll

His handshake was an immutable 
contract as good as his word, spoken 
softly but with firm conviction. His gentle 
kindness was legendary. He didn’t say 
much, but when he did, people listened. 
Some of his familiar mottos were “charity 
begins at home,” “when in doubt don’t do 
it,” “never force anything” and “walk softly 
and carry a big stick,” which he said with 
a twinkle. He understood the passage of 
time marked by a collection of clocks, and 
he diligently wound the prized grandfather 
clock in the front music room where it 
chimed by the quarter-hour. He would 
often tap his finger in the palm of his hand 
and say, “This is all we have. Make the 
most of it. Live one day at a time.” 

Paul A. Roll was known in Bartlesville 
as a dignified gentleman, a humble 
humanitarian, and an astute businessman 
with a compassionate heart. He founded 
the family-operated Heritage nursing 
homes in Bartlesville, which over the 
course of 50-plus years impacted the 
lives of thousands of elderly residents, 
their families, and staff members. He put 
numerous nurses through nursing school. 
A young single mom wrote, “Mr. Roll was 
a benefactor to countless people.” His 
innate compassion, empathy, and training 
prepared him for a life of service to chil-
dren and the elderly.   

He was the 11th of 12 children, born in 
1917 to a devout Roman Catholic family 
in Natrona, Pennsylvania. After attending 
St. Fidelis Seminary in Herman, PA, he 
realized as a young man that his heart 
was in secular service and he entered the 
aviation industry, where he worked for 
Pan American Airways in its South Amer-
ican operations. During WWII, he joined 
the Army Air Corps hoping to serve his 
country as a pilot, but the war ended 
before he attained his pilot’s wings. He 
subsequently worked for Braniff Airways 
and helped open their Lima, Peru station. 
While working in Dallas, he met American 
Airline Stewardess Narnie Woddail, and 
their courtship in 1950 led to a 67-year 
marriage, three children, and four grand-
children.  

Roll became involved in the insurance 
industry when he founded Fidelity Under-

writers to serve military personnel. After 
relocating to Houston then back to Dallas, 
he took the family to Tulsa and occupied 
a floor in the Mayo building. When he dis-
covered an opportunity to purchase two 
nursing homes in Bartlesville, he sold 
Fidelity Underwriters and entered the field 
of long-term care, which he continued for 
54 years with Heritage Hall and Heritage 
House. He subsequently built Heritage 
Manor, Heritage Apartments, and Her-
itage Villa Nursing Center. Heritage 
Apartments were connected by an 
enclosed walkway to Heritage Manor, and 
were one of the first assisted living facili-
ties in the state.  The family subsequently 
sold the Heritage facilities, including the 
last remaining Heritage Villa, in 2015.   

A Rotarian for more than 40 years, Roll 
was Past President of Bartlesville Rotary 
Club and Chairman of the Rotary Polio 
Plus Committee, where he was instru-
mental in inoculating thousands of 
children against polio. He and Narnie par-
ticipated in the Rotary Water Project, 
which installed water wells to bring clean 
water to rural areas around the world.    

He had a penchant for “looking under 
rocks” to explore new opportunities. He 
re-entered the insurance industry in 1995, 
when he purchased Freiburger-Winslow 
Insurance Agency in Bartlesville. He 
changed the name to Phoenix Insurance, 
representing the mythical bird rising from 
the ashes to signify renewal and rebirth. 
Roll remained active in the family busi-
nesses, offering his long years of wisdom 
and experience to help family members.    

The Roll Family was inducted into the 
Bartlesville Community Foundation 
Legacy Hall of Fame in 2015 and they 
continue their legacy of community sup-
port through the BCF. Roll served on 
numerous boards, including the Okla-
homa Nursing Home Association, 
Tri-County Technology Center’s nursing 
programs, and was past president of 
Tulsa Civic Ballet, Bartlesville Civic Ballet, 
Bartlesville Rotary Club, and Bartlesville 
Arts and Humanities Council — where he 
and Narnie were honored for their support 
of the arts. He was named in the Tulsa 
Who’s Who and named by former Okla-
homa Governor Dewey Bartlett to chair 
the Bicentennial Oklahoma “Four Moons” 
Ballerina Festivals in Tulsa and Oklahoma 
City. He was Past Commander of the 
American Legion, and he and Narnie 
donated two downtown buildings to The-
ater Bartlesville and Elder Care.   

After a long life of service, he passed 
away at home with family by his side on 
August 23, 2017. An ardent patriot, he 
was especially pleased to have honored 
the freedom of the United States for a 
century. His golden rule was “treat people 
like you would want to be treated.”  His 
life embodied that rule, and his influence 
is still felt far and wide in the many philan-
thropic and business relationships he 
nurtured throughout his life. A former 
employee wrote, “May we all pay forward 
in respect and care, the blessings Paul 
and Narnie gave. May we never forget to 
lead in kindness and honor.” 
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These days I do most of my traveling 
in my trusty transport chair in which my 
devoted husband pushes me. And most 
evenings find me in my ever-faithful 
recliner. But, neither of those things pre-
vents me from remembering when a 
lonesome nighttime train whistle a few 
sleepless nights ago left me with memo-
ries of other trains and other times. 

When Phillips 66 sent my uncle’s 
company (thus my family) to Borger, 
Texas circa 1940, that town in the Pan-
handle eventually became my birthplace. 
I don’t recall ever seeing a train go by in 
Borger – much less hearing one whistle 
in the night. My mom didn’t drive so 
when we came back to visit her family, 
we always rode a bus or, my favorite 
mode of transportation, a big shiny train 
with countless cars. But, when Mom and 
I returned to Bartlesville to live, it was via 
a passenger train we rode in from Amar-
illo to Bartlesville. The first house where 
we lived in the 1400 block of South 
Maple was about as close to the railroad 
trains as one could get and not get run 
over by the same. 

I was only about nine years old at the 
time and until I left home to be married, I 
never lived very far from the path those 
old trains traveled to wherever they were 
going. When we lived in the first house, I 
attended the new Jane Phillips Elemen-
tary but always looking for a better 
housing opportunity, it wasn’t long 
before Mom and I settled down on South 
Armstrong and I began the rest of my 
grade school career at Horace Mann Ele-
mentary. Walking home from Horace 
Mann on 11th Street everyone had a 
great view of the old wooden Viaduct 
Bridge under which almost every train 
through Bartlesville passed. 

My mom had long-time friends on 
Maple and it always seemed the next 
move we made was closer to the ladies 
she associated with for the remainder of 
her life. And that decision always kept us 

close to the railroad train routes. At one 
point, Mom rented a duplex (both sides) 
across the street from a friend and that put 
us in full audio and visual contact with 
what seemed like every train on the planet. 
On summer nights, I’d lay in bed and listen 
to my favorite train of them all – the one 
pulling cattle cars overflowing with mooing, 
grunting and snorting cows whose con-
stant bellowing filled the darkness. 

If you lived in Bartlesville back in the 
time of the trains, you may recall lunch-
hour at 14th Street where the lengthy 
trains passed slowly and brought traffic 
to a standstill for what seemed like an 
eternity. Or you may remember similar 
scenes on what used to be 7th Street or 
on Frank Phillips Blvd where drivers were 

known to do U-turns to escape the slow-
moving or stationary trains. 

Just about every kid in Bartlesville, at 
one time or another, stood atop the old 
Viaduct Bridge and watched the trains 
passing beneath. I still hear from some of 
those kids as they share their memories 
of Brody Stockard’s Viaduct Grocery and 
the old Viaduct, and all the trains and the 
memories are as sweet as the times they 
spent gazing down upon them. 

The last time I road on a train for any 
distance was as a child from Borger to 
Bartlesville. And the last time I was on a 
train at all was a few years ago on the 
excursion train from Bartlesville that took 
everyone down south for a ways and 
then brought us back home. Buy, that 
hasn’t stopped me from smiling when I 
hear the occasional train from our home 
on Johnstone and I still miss the echoes 
of those “Moos in the Night.” Just 
another memory from my lifetime in 
Bartlesville. If you’re interested in 
Bartlesville history check out my Face-
book group Onceuponatimeinbartlesville. 

Carpe Diem! 

Of Trains & Other Times
Trains Were a Big Part of Yesteryear’s Transportation
by Rita Thurman Barnes

APRIL 2020 | b Monthly     51

ONCE UPON A TIME



52     b Monthly | APRIL 2020

JEFF HALL REAL ESTATE
“My commitment to service is my commitment to you!”

Jeff Hall, Realtor®/Broker 
(Licensed Broker in OK and NC) 

1740 SE Washington Blvd, 
Bartlesville, OK 74006 

918.440.9199 • jrhall@kw.com

      BARTLESVILLE 
Each office is independently owned and operated

320 SE Delaware Suite 5 
PO Box 996 | Bartlesville, OK 74005 

918-333-5151
AGENT FOR
GOODVILLE
MUTUAL



providers 

WILLIAM W. DAVITO, DO 

MARK D. ERHARDT, DO 

DANIEL J. HOLDMAN, MD 

ELIZABETH R. SHERROCK, MD 

DONALD R. SIMMONS, MD 

MICHAEL RYAN VACLAW, MD 

JANICE L. SHIPPY APRN, DNP 

AMANDA GUTIERREZ, LPC
Since 1999

primarycareassociatesbartlesville.com

From Our Family  

To Yours, Welcome!

DR. DAVITO

DR. ERHARDTDR. HOLDMAN

DR. ERHARDT 

DR. SHERROCK

DR. VACLAW

DR. SIMMONS

Do you need to schedule an appointment after 5?  

 Now you can! 
Same-day appointments accepted until 7 pm (Mon - Thur only)

Walk-ins still accepted 

918-331-9979 



DAUGHTERS OF LOT

CHAMBER GALASHAMROCK THE VILLE
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OUT & ABOUT



PRICE TOWER GALA

Photos Courtesy of Brooke Waller Photography
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 STAY SAFE IN THE  
COMING RAINY MONTHS 
by making sure your tires have plenty of 
tread and your vehicle is in safe working 

order. The TATE 12 is our promise to you 
and your family that any tires you purchase 
from us have met the highest of standards.

Learn more at  
tateboys.com
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A GOOD WORD SPONSOR



Turn back the clock to 1991. My dad 
and I had just moved to Tahlequah from 
Claremore. Amidst searching for a new 
vehicle, we came across a 1979 Volk-
swagon bus. It was better suited for our 
needs, appealed to dad’s inner hippie, 
and luckily we were able to bring it home 
for $800. We loved the bus, just as much 
as we needed it. We drove it to Colorado, 
Texas, mini-trips around Oklahoma, Ari-
zona, New Mexico ... anywhere and 
everywhere. It was our oasis. But just 
before we moved to New Mexico in 1994, 
my dad had to sell it. He always regretted 
it, and I gave him a hard time for getting 
rid of it, because if you knew my dad … 
rarely did he let anything go. 

Fast forward to present day. When we 
were going through a few things after my 
mom passed, the family found a wind 
chime that she and I had made out of old 
keys. I hadn’t seen it in years and com-
mented that one of those keys went to 
the old VW. My cousin chimed in and 
laughingly said “why don’t we pop it off 
there and see if it’ll start.”  

I paused.... “Wait. What?”  

He then proceeds to tell me “I know 
where it’s at.” No way ... Like ... THE 
bus? You know where THE bus is?  

Before long we were looking at the 
bus, setting in a field, not two miles from 
my mom and dad’s place. I made a vow 
that day to get it back.  

The following week, my impatience 
got the best of me. It was time to knock 
on the door and see what I could find out. 
I was greeted cautiously by the elderly 
woman who owned the property.  

In short work she firmly told me that it 
was NOT FOR SALE and worse, that it 
was going to be stripped for parts by her 

son. My heart sank and I left 
emptyhanded but not deterred. 
After a string of hunches and 
some leg work, I was able to 
come up with her son’s name 
and was able to find his wife’s 
Facebook page, and we had 
mutual friends! After a few false 
starts, I found that one of those 
mutual friends was her cousin, 
and thankfully she laid down 
some crucial groundwork for 
me to be able to further discuss 
the bus. 

Over the course of the next 
few days, I was able to speak 
with the owner’s 
daughter-in-law, 
then her son. I 
shared pictures, 
stories, and senti-
ment. Then on 
February 6 … I 
put eyes and 
hands on the bus. 
The bus I hadn’t 
seen since I was 
nine. It was like a 
time capsule. 
Everything my 
dad added or did 
was still there. 
The steering 
wheel cover. 
Every sticker that was able to weather 
the years, all of it. My emotions certainly 
got the best of me. I laid all my cards on 
the table. It was no secret how emotion-
ally invested and sentimentally important 
this bus was to me. It was time to ask 
what it would take to get the bus back. 
The response I received was one that I 
wasn’t ready for. They decided to GIVE IT 
TO ME! I couldn’t hold it together. I 
couldn’t believe it. They said that they 
would rather see it go home, than stay 
out in that field. That meant more than 
making any money. Y’all!!! It’s coming 
home!!! 

Now, the condition is slightly better 
than expected for a vehicle left to the ele-

ments for that long … 
but it does have a fair 
share of issues. 
Mechanically, it will 
need to be completely 

overhauled. Engine condition is unknown, 
but it’s there and it’s complete. This will 
never be a restored show vehicle. It will 
be something that my family can enjoy 
and travel in, just as my dad and I did 
when I was a kid. It will show its age, and 
I will tell this story. My girls aren’t getting 
any younger, and time is slipping away … 
so this project won’t just set waiting on 
the back burner. 

The world works in mysterious ways 
sometimes … what’s meant to be, some-
times just can’t be denied. My family and 
I will make memories in this bus, just as I 
did with my dad, and I know his spirit will 
always be riding along ... but this time, 
it’s my turn to drive. 

What’s Meant to Be
Finding Old Bus Shows the World Works in Mysterious Ways
by Chance Franks
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• Retaining Walls 
• Landscaping 
• Garden Gifts

• Custom Planting 
• Irrigation 
• Much More

111 SE Beck, Bartlesville 
918-333-3248

OPEN: Mon - Fri: 8 am - 5:30 pm,  
Sat: 9 am - 4 pm 

Sun: 1 - 4 pm in April & May

Spring is finally here and our greenhouses 
are full of gardening treasures. 

It's Spring  
    Planting Time!

Family owned since 1954

Follow us on Facebook for Customer Appreciation updates

Visit us for our Customer 
Appreciation Days on  
April 10-12 to enjoy  
big discounts!
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FAMILY BUSINESS

A Blooming Family Business
Evans Nursery Has Been Serving Bartlesville for 66 Years
by Mike Wilt

What started as a way to keep two young boys occupied 
has been a family-owned business for 66 years. In 1954, Royal 
and Allene Evans started a small plant nursery to give their two 
young sons, Pat and Bill, some chores to do around the house. 
Evans Nursery started by growing small plants and then selling 
them to Muskogee-based Greenleaf Nursery Company, which 
today is one of the country’s largest wholesale nursery growers.  

“When they first started, there were no plastic pots for the 
plants,” said owner Vicki Evans. “They would go to some of the 
local restaurants and get empty metal cans that their supplies 
came in. The cans were then dipped in kerosene and set on fire 
to clean them out.”  

Evans told the story of a time Pat and Bill misunderstood 
what father Royal had instructed them to do.  

“They set the cans on fire in a wheelbarrow, and the fire totally 
melted the wheelbarrow,” she laughed. “I’m sure there were 
some repercussions from that.”  

Originally an engineer for the Santa Fe Railroad, Royal Evans 
and his family business grew from tending to small trees and 
shrubs to landscaping and mowing lawns as the boys got older.  

Later, the Evans’ daughter, Melissa, started a flower shop 
when she was just 16 years old.  She managed it for over ten 
years before selling it to an employee following the birth of her 
second child.  

  When Royal Evans passed away, 20-year-old Pat took over 
the business. His wife, Vicki, came on board in 1988 following 
the passing of Allene.  

Originally from Michigan, Vicki landed in Bartlesville to teach 
at Tri County Tech. Even though she had a degree in ornamental 
horticulture and a Master’s in education, Pat wasn’t receptive to 
her getting the job.  

“He was on the advisory board that interviewed me and hired 
me. But Pat didn’t think someone from up north should be com-

ing down here to tell everyone what they ought to be doing,” 
she chuckled. “But he eventually warmed up to me or I warmed 
up to him.” 

The couple married in 1983. And just like Royal and Allene, 
Pat and Vicki got their children started in the family business at 
a young age. Now adults, the children are all active in the busi-
ness today. Clay is responsible for all of the “heavy lifting” as he 
oversees all landscaping, construction, irrigation, and electrical 
work. Daughter Gillie manages retail operations and son Ethan 
will soon start his own plant-based business. Sadly, Pat passed 
away in 2015.  

Vicki and her children continue to run Evans Nursery at 111 
Beck, the one and only location since 1954. However, many 
people know it’s at the Silver Lake Extension and Tuxedo Blvd.  

“We are so much bigger today,” Vicki said. “We grow nearly 
all of our bedding plants and shrubs. We have a large selection 
of ornamental items such as fountains and statues along with 
furniture and pottery. We’ve got stuff everywhere!”  

And the Evans’ family tradition continues for a fourth gener-
ation as Vicki’s grandchildren can be found helping with various 
tasks.  

Evans Nursery is open weekdays from 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., 
Saturdays 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Sundays 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. in 
April and May. Their annual Customer Appreciation celebration 
will be Friday-Sunday on April 10-12 with 20 percent off all mer-
chandise and a hamburger and hot dog cookout.  

“I love this time of year,” Vicki said. “I get tired of the gloomy 
weather, so it’s nice to see color again and to see all of our won-
derful customers.”  
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A C A D E M Y

BalletBartlesville BalletBartlesville.com 110 E 2nd St, Bartlesville

Ballet & Jazz
918.213.5557

Ages 3+ Now Enrolling
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GIVING BACK

Visitors and locals alike have been enjoying beautiful Osage 
Hills State Park for over 80 years. In fact, Osage Hills was one of 
the seven original parks constructed for the state by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps in 1935. 

For 17-year-old Boy Scout Kenneth Standish, Osage Hills has 
been a part of his family’s history since the beginning. His great 
grandfather was one of the workers in the CCC that made the 
park the beautifully, rustic setting it is today. Using stone and tim-
ber that was obtained locally, James Otis Fortney was there at 
the beginning and made the park what it is now.  

Kenneth Standish knows the call to improve upon the park is 
in his blood.  

The idea began when another scout decided to do his Eagle 
Scout project at Osage Hills. “I thought that was cool and wanted 
to see if I could do anything [there for my Eagle Scout project],” 
said Standish. “They asked about putting gravel on the road to 
Lookout Lake.” 

But the problem was a bit bigger than just gravel. The road to 
Lookout Lake has three culverts with gravel covering them cur-
rently. Standish knew that heavy rainfall often washed out around 
the culvert, which made for a less-than-ideal situation on the road. 

Standish wanted to build a bridge, so he decided to take up 
his idea with one of the Osage County Commissioners, Randall 
Jones. “Basically, it went from there.” said Standish. Although 
Osage County has no oversight of the park, which operates as a 
part of the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department, Stan-
dish had a goal to bring the two entities together. 

This long-time scout was quite familiar with the park. Not only 
was there the family connection to Osage Hills, but he had been 
exploring the park with Boy Scout Troop 6 for years. His troop 
used the park for practice hikes before heading to Philmont 
Scout Ranch, in Colfax County, New Mexico. Standish and his 
fellow scouts would hike the entire park which, depending on the 
trail, could take two to three hours to complete. 

Today, Standish is using all the tools in his toolbox to give 
something back to the park that has taught him so much. Not 
only has scouting given him an opportunity to do new things like 
repelling, rafting, and canoeing, but he’s also developed leader-
ship skills that will help him well into the future. He hopes to use 
what he’s learned as a senior 
patrol leader and with public 
speaking to bring attention to his 
goal for this Eagle Scout project.  

“This experience has really 
helped him grow,” said Angela 
Standish, Kenneth’s mother. “He 
is very passionate about leaving 

his mark for future generations to see that hard work and deter-
mination pay off.” 

Once the bridge project is complete, Standish looks forward 
to sharing his accomplishment with everyone who has supported 
him, including his mom (“I didn’t know anyone, but she made me 
go,” said the scout), his dad, Kenny, and his younger brother. He 
especially looks forward to thanking his Scoutmaster Charles 
Lewis, who he said has been encouraging him all along the way. 

The first thing he’ll do once the bridge is completed? After 
inviting everyone to the ceremony and celebrating, he looks for-
ward to driving over the bridge with his patch in his hand and 
giving his pin to his mom. 

To date, Standish has raised around $5000, and there is still 
more to go. He’s especially grateful to everyone who has donated 

so far, and looks forward to 
thanking them soon. To 
donate to the project contact 
the Bartlesville Community 
Foundation.  

All donations will be han-
dled by the Bartlesville 
Community Foundation.

Building Bridges
Local Boy Scout Looking to Enhance Osage Hills With Bridge
by Maria Gus

3 Ways to Donate 
• Visit bartlesvillecf.org. From there type in “Look Out Lake Bridge 

Project” in the search bar. Click on “Add to Cart” or “Learn 
More/Donate Now.” Instructions will follow if you choose to 
donate. 

• Call the Bartlesville Community Foundation at 918.337.2287. 

• Email questions about making donations or receiving a tax write-
off letter to laura@bartlesvillecf.org.
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COWBOY  
MUSEUM

HISTORIC DOWNTOWN 
PAWHUSKA H OKLAHOMA 

RANKED #1 
NEW WESTERN ATTRACTION 

in the United States! 
- featured in True West Magazine

BEN JOHNSON

Ben “Son” Johnson 
1953 - World Champion Team Roper 
1972 - Academy Award Winner

“It couldn’t have happened to a nicer feller.” 
-Ben Johnson Oscar Acceptance Speech

Mon-Sat: 10am-5pm  |  201 E. 6th St., 
Pawhuska, OK 74056  |  918-287-9922

Insurance  
Made Easy

Commercial • Personal

Family Owned & Operated Since 1926 
Proudly Serving NE Oklahoma
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ON THE OSAGE

Osage County...
Where We Know “Come Here” from “Sic ’Em”
by Kelly Bland

If Hank the Cowdog were in the Osage, I think he’d feel right 
at home here amongst the rolling hills and bluestem grass, 
where the cattle outnumber the people. He’d fit right in and 
probably be riding shotgun in the front seat of a pickup headed 
for the pasture. After all, Osage County is known for its dog 
lovers. Why, we even have an ice cream shop in downtown 
Pawhuska named after a beloved basset hound known affec-
tionately as Charlie. 

Pondering this a little further, they say you can tell much 
about people just by watching the way they treat their animals. 
I’m not sure who “they” is, but I agree with them. It also seems 
to me that pets can sometimes take on the personality of their 
owners. I say this because many years ago I had neighbors 
whose dog even made the same expression as them at times, it 
seemed to me. Not to say they looked like their dog, but it was 
as if the dog reflected their attitudes in his face. IDK, call me 
crazy — but it’s true. 

Now, getting back to Osage County, what does it tell you 
about a little red-headed gal who loved her Charlie so much that 
she wrote a children’s book about him and named an ice cream 
shop after him as well? Or what does it say about the beautiful 
lady who owns Mariposa Pawhuska, a boutique on Kihekah 
Avenue? Just last week, she told me of cradling up her blue 
healer, Maybel, who she thought was about to die, and putting 
her in bed with her and her husband so they could watch over 
their precious pet all night long.   

I can tell you what it says. It speaks of kindness, and it 
speaks of love. You might say it gets right down to the heart of 
the matter. Of course, some say folks are so in love with their 
pets because it’s safer than dealing with people. Now, this may 
be worth pondering, because I did have a dog who was actually 
more faithful than my ex-husband … but let’s not go there, LOL.  

As I travel with my job, many people come up and ask me if 
that little red-headed gal is actually as nice as she seems on TV. 

I smile and say, “Yes, yes, she is,” because it’s true. Osage 
County is full of folks just like her. You can walk into Treats Cof-
fee Shop up in Fairfax and be greeted with two of the sweetest 
smiles you’ll ever come across. Take a minute and stop by 
the Pawhuska Chamber of Commerce and experience the 
genuine kindness of Joni Nash and Reba Bueno-Conner. 
Speaking of Joni, she’s another dog lover with one of the pret-
tiest dogs in Oklahoma, named Honey Blu. Now, if that’s not a 
dog resembling its owner, then I don’t know “Come Here” from 

“Sic ‘Em.” 

So, load your pets up and visit us in the Osage. We’ll love on 
them — and we’ll love on you too, because that’s just who we 
are here. Also, if you’re looking for lodging with a “pet-friendly” 
policy, look no further than the Historic Whiting Hotel in down-
town Pawhuska, doggone it, and be sure to indulge in some ice 
cream at Charlie’s Sweet Shop, too! 

Come along for the social media ride and follow “Visit the 
Osage” on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and Pinterest. Osage 
County, Oklahoma where #TheSmilesAreAlwaysFree 😊
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Oklahoma’s #1 Independent Real Estate Company
Residential • Commercial • Farm & Ranch • Vacant Land

3061 S.E. Washington Blvd. Bartlesville • 918.333.2222

Partnering With The WCSPCA

Helping Pets Find 
Their Home!



Rita Thurman Barnes
Local Treasure Loves All Things Bartlesville
by Tim Hudson

Rita Thurman-Barnes is a local treasure. Her name is famil-
iar to many people in town. Aside from being an all-around 
good person, she’s been a columnist who’s written “about just 
about everything you can think of at one time or another” and 
a de-facto historian of all things Bartlesville and the surround-
ing area.  

“Once an old gent in charge at the Daily Oklahoman called 
me out of the blue and said “I can tell you write from your heart 
and you write from your gut and don’t let anyone tell you to do 
any differently,” Rita said.  

When you talk to Rita, you get a sense that she’s com-
pletely and totally a fan — and participant — of Bartlesville and 
Washington County. She uses words like “our” and “shared” a 
lot, and that’s especially nice at a time when things can get so 
divided amongst friends. At the end of the day, everyone in 
Bartlesville is a part of the story, and she’s happy to pay atten-
tion to it and write it all down.  

A bit about her own story. She’s been, for most of her life, 
a hometown girl, graduating from College High in 1965 — a 
fact that she easily surrenders upon request. There’s plenty of 
stories about classmates and non-classmates, both famous 
and not so famous, and to Rita they are all worth telling. 

“I always went out and interviewed them. My favorites were 
Smiley and Mrs. Dorothy Glenn Adams,” she said. “Smiley was 
like the old men sitting on what I called spit and whittle corner, 
which is Ettinger’s Supply now. The old men whittled and spit 
and it was Green's Five and Dime then. Smiley was a guy like 
they were. His business was walking and smiling.” 

She said that Smiley’s real name was Elvin James, and that 
he was “a sweet old guy — people took him to church and to 
lunch.”  

When Rita found out that Smiley’s grave didn’t have a 
tombstone, she went into action.  

“I found out that not only did Smiley not have a tombstone, 
but his brother, Zeke, didn’t either. So I did a column on how 
he didn’t have a tombstone and people donated to it,” she said. 

“I got him a tombstone with his picture on it and one for his 
brother. People were bringing in hundred dollar bills like crazy.  

As to her other favorite subject, Dorothy Glenn Adams, Rita 
said she was the mother of a friend from Col High.  

“When I went to interview her, it was kind of like being with 
family again.”  

Another good interview was with the famous Patti Page, 
which was memorable for other reasons.  

“I got to interview Patti, and when I got her on the telephone 
I asked her to sing “Old Cape Cod” and she did! I still knew the 
words and I started to sing with her ... with Patti Page on the 
telephone … It was an amazing, amazing adventure.”  

Rita has since moved on to writing for bmonthly, and hopes 
to have a new book out soon. 

“I have written five books about Bartlesville with some of my 
favorite stories, that people asked to have so they could share 
them,” she said. “I paid for part of a Cadillac with one of them.” 

Besides writing and keeping up with all things Bartlesville, 
Rita says she likes spending time with her  husband of 51 
years, her children, and grandchildren, Dillon and Anika.
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Teachers, do you have a co-worker  
who deserves a little extra credit? 

A teacher who goes above & beyond to make a difference in kids’ lives? 

Tell us about them!
Send us a message on Facebook with their name, school & grade level taught 
and let us know in 500 words or less why they deserve to be named Teacher of 
the Month!

@bmonthly magazine

We’ll recognize one winner each month now through the end of the school year.  

The Teacher of the Month will be featured in our next month’s issue and receive  

an awesome prize package. Nominations are due by the 10th of each month. Once  

nominated, every teacher will remain a contender throughout the school year.   

All winners will be entered into our Teacher of the Year contest.

Monthly Sponsors
3 Kids & a Cake 
Chick-fil-A 
Outpost Coffee 
Sal’s Daylight Donuts

Fusion Massage & Wellness 
Painted Horse Bar & Grille 
Pop’s Daylight Donuts

$50 FOR YOU,
$50 FOR THEM

Member FDIC

The Arvest ReferLive program rewards you for telling friends 
you like banking with us. Refer a friend or family member to 
Arvest for a personal checking account, and both of you will 
receive a $50 Visa Reward Card when your friend or family 
member registers, then opens and uses their new account.*

*Referred Person must register at arvest.com/referlive, then open a new personal checking account and complete the 
following requirements within 60 days of account opening: Have a direct deposit OR automatic payment OR recurring debit 
card transaction on the account AND make 8 purchases with their Arvest debit card. Referred Person must not have an Arvest 
Bank checking account when the new personal checking account is opened.  Account can be opened online, in a branch, 
or by phone. All account applications subject to Arvest approval. Individuals under 18 years of age and Arvest associates 
are not eligible to participate.  Additional terms and conditions apply; visit a branch or see arvest.com/referlive for complete 
offer details.

Sign up at 
arvest.com/referlive
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TEACHER OF THE MONTH

Teacher of the Month: Rochelle LeMaster
Hoover Elementary Teacher Claims Monthly Honor
by Roseanne McKee

Hoover Elementary’s 
Rochelle LeMaster is 
the bmonthly Teacher of 
the Month. Rochelle 
describes herself as a 
military brat, who grad-
uated from Tulsa 
University. She has 
taught in the Bartlesville 
School system for 25 
years with 12 of those 
years at Hoover Ele-
mentary and the other 
13 at Wilson Elemen-
tary. In addition, she 
spent three years 
teaching at Okmulgee 
Public Schools.  

During her years 
teaching she has taught 
first, second and third 
grade. Presently, she 
teaches fourth grade at 
Hoover, and fourth 
grade is her favorite.  

What is your 
favorite subject to 
teach? 
A: My all-time favorite 
subject to teach is 
reading. I was a book 
worm in high school, 
and that was where my 
love of reading began. I 
want students to be 
able to dig deeper into 
stories and find some-
thing they can use in 
their life as they continue to grow. The discussions that I have 
had with each class have, hopefully, planted a seed in their 
hearts, as books did mine. My number-one book to read aloud 
is Hatchet, by Gary Paulsen.  

What made you want to start teaching? 
A: As a sophomore in high school, I started working at a day-
care center in Okmulgee. It was there that I first started working 
with elementary children. I found that I have a connection with 
kids of that age group. I wanted to be their cheerleader. I 
remained in that position for seven years, and I found out where 
I needed to be — maybe a God thing. Not only did I make them 
feel like they belonged, I found a sense of belonging.  

Can you give us a 
story of where you 
felt like you made a 
difference in a stu-
dent's life? 
A: I have had quite a 
few students that were 
inspired to become 
teachers, but I feel like 
all of my students have 
left my class with a 
feeling of love and 
respect. Each year I 
always refer to my 
class as “my kids.” 
One student and par-
ent, in particular, has 
reached out and 
shared with me that 
she was inspired to 
become a teacher 
after being in my 
class.  

What do you wish 
people knew about 
teaching? 
A: Teaching is hard. 
You have to be a 
cheerleader, a mom, a 
counselor, an educator, 
as well as a sounding 
board. I want society 
to know sometimes 
you feel like you are on 
top of the world, and 
other times, it feels like 
you’ve hit rock bottom. 
All in all, when your 
team is up, you cheer 

them on, and when you team is down, you still cheer them on. 
Be a cheerleader.  

What are your 
plans for the 
future? 
A: My future 
plans are to be 
outside, to hike, to 
garden, but most of 
all, to be with my 
husband, my children, 
and my grandbabies.  
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Innovative Solutions 
For Your Safety

Locally owned & operated  |  Serving Bartlesville since 1974
State Alarm License # OK 0158

Glennsecurity.com 

918-337-0600  |  800-375-7233

918-335-3057 
709 NE WASHINGTON BLVD.   
BARTLESVILLE, OK 74006    

earnestheatandair.comTRUSTED SINCE 1968

Offer valid April 1 - May 31, 2020. See your local participating Trane dealer for complete program  
eligibility, dates, details and restrictions. Valid on qualifying products only. Void where prohibited.

Instant
Rebate

up to
Be Ready For

With

April Showers $1000



Curbside / Home Delivery 
NOW AVAILABLE 

Tuesday- Thursday 11AM-7PM 
Friday-Saturday 11AM-8PM 
see the full menu @ pricetower.org/dine
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The world, and now our community is being detrimentally affected by COVID-19. 
Our hearts go out to all affected and we want to do our part to slow the spread of 

the virus. So effective immediately we will be closing our restaurant until April 6th, 
tentatively. We are not willing to expose our employees and customers to the  

potential of being infected and possibly contributing to the further spread of the 
virus. We are encouraging our staff to stay home and practice social distancing. 

This virus has put many in a position of not having any control over what is  
happening and that is hard for all of us to cope with. So, we are taking control and 

will limit our contact with others and exercise social distancing. Please be safe, 
wash your hands and limit contact with others. We believe that is the best course of 

action for our community and world. Looking forward to seeing you soon!

To Our Valued Painted Horse Customers

Mark Spencer
Painted Horse Bar & Grille

JOHNSTONE SARE BUILDING 
100 SW Frank Phillips Blvd 

Bartlesville 
918-333-8181

Hours:  
Monday - Friday 8:30 am - 5:30 pm 

Saturday 8:30 am - 12:00 pm 
Sun Closed



Contact one of our Bartlesville Financial Advisors with ques琀ons or if you would like more informa琀on. 

Cai琀 Parr               
(918) 335-8656 

Dean Surface 
(918) 335-8656 

Levi Walker  
(918) 337-3782 

Beau Eden                                           
(918) 337-3602 

Randy Bluhm                                           
(918) 337-2712 

Garret Parr  
(918) 333-0499 

Dus琀n Hancock 
(918) 331-9236 

Edward Jones is a licensed insurance producer in all states and Washington, D.C., through Edward D. Jones & Co., L.P. and in California, New Mexico and 
Massachuse琀s through Edward Jones Insurance Agency of California, L.L.C.; Edward Jones Insurance Agency of New Mexico, L.L.C.; and Edward Jones 
Insurance Agency of Massachuse琀s, L.L.C. 

Don’t Let Coronavirus Infect Your Investment Strategy 
 As you know, the coronavirus has become a major health concern, not just in China, but in other parts of the world, too  -  and it’s 
also shaken up 昀nancial markets.  As an individual investor, how concerned should you be? 

 The impact of the coronavirus on the markets isn’t surprising.  China is the world’s second-larges economy, and when it 
experiences factory closures, supply chain disrup琀ons and city lockdowns, the ripple e昀ect on the world’s other economies is considerable.  
Plus, the 昀nancial markets simply don’t like uncertainty  -  and there’s a lot of that associated with this outbreak and the e昀orts to contain 
it. 

 Nonetheless, instead of worrying over events you can’t control, try to focus on what you can do in this investment climate.  Here 
are a few sugges琀ons: 

 Don’t panic.  The coronavirus may well cause con琀nued market vola琀lity over the next several weeks, or even months.  But it’s 
important for investors to take a long-term view.  Market correc琀ons  -  typically de昀ned as a drop in investment prices of 10% or 
more  -  are a fairly common occurrence, and we may have been overdue for one even before the coronavirus scare.  In any case, 
it’s generally a good idea not to radically revamp your investment strategy unless you experience a major change in your personal 
life  - a signi昀cant career move, medical condi琀on, change in family situa琀on, etc. 

 Be aware of history.  The coronavirus is certainly serious, but it’s not the only viral outbreak we’ve seen in recent decades.  During 
these earlier pandemics, the 昀nancial markets also took a hit, but they bounced back.  For example, from late April 2003, in the 
midst of SARS (severe acute respiratory syndrome) un琀l late April 2004, the S&P 500 rose about 21percent.*  And other large 
gains were recorded following the outbreak and decline of the Ebola and Zika viruses.  Of course, the past performance of the 
markets in pandemic situa琀ons can’t necessarily predict future market developments; every situa琀on is di昀erent, and over the 
next year, returns might be modest, as prices have already soared in the 11 years since they bo琀omed out during the 昀nancial 
crisis of 2008-09. 

 Don’t try to 琀me the market.  We may well see coronavirus-based vola琀lity in the near future  -  but vola琀lity implies “ups” as well 
as “downs.”  If you try to 琀me the market by guessing at highs and lows, and then “buying High and selling low,” you might get 
lucky once in a while, but you could just as easily miss the mark. 

 Keep a diversi昀ed por琀olio.  In addi琀on to avoiding e昀orts to 琀me the market, you should also stay away from trying to pick 
“winners” and “losers” among individual investments in the marketplace of viruses.  Instead, try to build and maintain a diversi昀ed 
por琀olio, consis琀ng of an array of di昀erent asset classes, with the alloca琀on of these assets based on your risk tolerance and 琀me 
horizon.  Diversi昀ca琀on doesn’t prevent losses or guarantee pro昀ts in a declining market, but it may help reduce the impact of 
vola琀lity on your por琀olio. 

 You may not be able to totally quaran琀ne your por琀olio from this serious virus in the short term, but by following a consistent, 
long-term investment strategy that’s appropriate for your individual needs, you’ll be doing what you can to help yourself move toward 
your 昀nancial goals. 

*The S&P 500 is unmanaged, not available for direct investment and is not meant to depict an actual investment. 

 This ar琀cle was wri琀en by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.  Edward Jones.  Member SIPC. 
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A full year of ambulance service  
for you and your family for one low  

payment of $78.00

Bartlesville Ambulance Provides: 
 • Coverage 24 Hours a day, 7 days a week 

 • Professionally trained Emergency Medical Technicians 
& Paramedics 

 • 2-Way Radio Communications with Police, Sheriff, and
many Hospitals in Oklahoma 

 • Local and Long Distance Transportation

BARTLESVILLE AMBULANCE 
P.O. BOX 1051 

BARTLESVILLE, OK 74005 
918-336-1111

Annual Membership Fee: 
$66.00 - Individual 
$78.00 - Household

1976-2020 44 Years of Service

Memberships will not be sold after May 31, 2020 ENROLL NOW!

 STUMPFF
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

OKM Music Festival
Popular Event Promises a Star-Studded Summer Lineup

Bartlesville has been home to the OKM Music Festival since 
1985, making it one of the oldest and most celebrated music 
festivals in the state of Oklahoma. Every year, some of the 
world’s most acclaimed classical and multi-genre musicians 
travel to Bartlesville to perform during the week-long festival. 
From June 12-18, 2020, the Festival will boast concerts from 
internationally known artists, free children’s programming and 
education, and free community performances that showcase 
talent from across Bartlesville and the state of Oklahoma.  

HIghlights of the upcoming festival season include a return 
favorite, Canadian Brass, who will be kicking off the festival with 
a performance at Woolaroc on Friday, June 12. Canadian Brass 
is one of the most recognized and recorded brass ensembles in 
the world. Their last performance stop in Bartlesville was during 
the 2015 OKM Festival, and they quickly became a fan favorite. 

Other highlighting artists include Dallas String Quartet, who 
have performed classical crossover hits for several United 
States presidents, the College Football Playoff, and NBA and 
NFL organizations. DSQ is known to combine classical and 
modern hits, meaning that fans of both classical and non-clas-
sical music alike can appreciate the stellar musicianship and 
showmanship of their performance. Tina Guo, another classical 
crossover artist, will also make a performance stop in 
Bartlesville. Tina is one of the most recorded solo cellists of all 
time, and can be heard on such Blockbuster hits as Wonder 
Woman, the 2019 Lion King, Dunkirk, Inception, and more, as 
well as orchestra appearances across the globe.  

2020 marks the 250th birthday year of famous composer 
Ludwig van Beethoven, whose music changed the course of 
classical music history. His works will be highlighted during this 
OKM Festival season during performances by Verona Quartet 
and Yi-Nuo Wang. Along with Beethoven, can’t-miss pieces 
from Dvořák, Rachmaninoff, Ligeti, Bartók, and Brahms will also 
be performed.  

Music has the power to unite and bind people, to broaden 
horizons, and to build community. In celebration of the uniting 

power of music and the community of Bartlesville as a whole, 
the Festival’s free finale concert will be held at the upcoming 
Tower Center at Unity Square. Balsam Range, the 2018 Interna-
tional Bluegrass Music Association’s Entertainer of the Year and 
13-award-winning bluegrass group, will provide the headlining 
performance and food trucks, kids activities, and more will add 
to the celebration.  

Free community concerts and kids activities will be held 
throughout the week, including a master class from Verona 
Quartet, special kids-only performances from Tina Guo and Yi-
Nuo Wang, and community concerts from Ryan & Ryan piano 
duo, local jazz performers, Oklahoma Strings Quartet, and 
more.  

For a full lineup and schedule of events, visit okmmusic.org. 
Tickets can be bought online, or by calling the box office at 918-
336-9900. 

CANADIAN BRASS

DALLAS STRING QUARTET



74     b Monthly | APRIL 2020

 Bartlesville, Our Home Since 1936

918.336.6800

 Bartlesville, Our Home Since 1936
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Affordable apartments where  
you can enjoy new friends  

and feel right at home!

•     All utilities paid; including basic cable 
•     24-hour emergency response 
•     Fully equipped kitchen 
•    Patio with sliding glass door 
•     Restaurant-style dining or you can have meals delivered  
       directly to your apartment 
•     Planned activities; to include regularly scheduled happy hour 
•     Scheduled transportation for shopping

•     Housekeeping 
•     On-site laundry 
•     On-site beauty shop 
•     Daily exercise classes offered 
•     Year-round building & grounds maintenance 
•     Interior maintenance 
•     Pet-friendly

We have independent living apartments available to rent for those ages 55 or older.

All apartments are unfurnished, 1 bedroom, $850 per month and include:

3434 Kentucky Place  •  918-333-9545  •  www.bartlesvillehealthandrehab.com

Sandra Brown, Administrator
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE

According to Ray of Hope Director 
Rhonda Hudson, April is a great time to 
join in the fight against child abuse and 
family violence.  

“While we want people to be aware all 
year round, we take this month to raise 
awareness of the impact of child abuse 
in our community.” 

Ray of Hope provides hope and heal-
ing to innocent children following 
allegations of sexual and physical child 
abuse, neglect and witness to violence. 
The agency served 324 alleged child 
abuse victims in 2019 and provided serv-
ices to 281 adults. “This number does 
not represent all of the child abuse and 
neglect cases in our community, but 
rather some of the most concerning 
reports,” Hudson said. “Child abuse can 
be a silent problem and one that many 
people would like to pretend isn’t hap-
pening, unfortunately, no community is 
immune to child abuse. Our purpose is to 
help minimize the trauma children and 
families endure during some of the most 
heartbreaking moments of their lives. 
Ray of Hope honors those children, 
raises awareness to their cause and 
shares prevention tools to help our com-
munity stand up against abuse.”  

In recent years, Ray of Hope has 
taken on a second victim service: in 
addition to serving child victims of abuse, 
neglect, and sexual assault, Ray of Hope 
has added Domestic Violence services to 
their resume. The center’s Domestic Vio-
lence, Sexual Assault and Stalking 
program provides crisis intervention, 
counseling, emergency alternative shelter, 
case management, advocacy, forensic 
medical exams, emergency resources 
and assistance with obtaining protective 
orders. 

A global study out in 2018 of more 
than 125,000 people from all socioeco-
nomic backgrounds found children who 
witnessed domestic violence had the 
same risk and incidence of PTSD as sol-
diers returning from war. Research tells 
us that children impacted by Adverse 
Childhood Experiences (ACEs) can have 
lasting effects on both behavior and 
health outcomes. 

“While the statistics can feel over-
whelming, we want people to remember 
that every child abuse victim has hope 
for a healthy and safe future,” said ROH 
board member Michal Lindblom. “That is 
why Ray of Hope is here, and our team 
sees glimmers of that hope every single 
day in every single child served.”  

Beth Dorsey, another ROH board 
member said there are ways that every-
one can participate in keeping children 
safe. “We all should be familiar with the 
signs of child abuse. Each of us has a 
child or children in our life – whether they 
are our kids, grandkids, neighbors, 
sports players or church members. Ray 
of Hope provides excellent, free training 
to learn how to recognize, report, and 
respond to child abuse.” 

“As a parent and community member, 
I encourage others to research and ask 
about the child protection policies at your 
place of worship, school, daycare, recre-
ational and sports organizations,” 
Lindblom said. “Help friends become 
educated so they feel confident to stand 
up for the children around them if neces-
sary. This is how we grow the circles of 
safety in our community.” 

According to the U.S. Department of 
Human Services, 18.1 percent, or almost 
one fifth, of all child abuse referrals come 
from neighbors, family or friends who 
speak out with their concerns.       

“One of the more concerning out-
comes of child abuse is the direct link to 
long-term health problems,” Hudson said. 

“Without adequate help and healing, 
these children carry the trauma into 
adulthood and it surfaces in a number of 
adverse ways.” 

According to Child Help, 80 percent 
of 21-year-olds who reported childhood 
abuse met the criteria for at least one 
psychological disorder. As many as two-
thirds of the people in treatment for drug 
abuse reported being abused or neg-
lected as children. 

One way to help to prevent child 
abuse is to create more cohesion within 
the family unit.  

“We always hope families find the 
opportunity to have fun and spend time 
together, as that helps to build important 
parent-child connections,” Dorsey said. 

“We are all busy, but it’s more important 
than ever to unplug and just have fun 
with your kids.” 

Ray of Hope is a 501(c)3 multi-service 
organization that is committed to helping 
adult and child survivors and their fami-
lies find the services they need in ONE 
place to recover from child abuse, 
domestic violence, sexual assault, teen 
dating violence, and stalking. The organ-
ization works from a victim-centered, 
strengths-based approach to empower 
survivors and their families on their jour-
ney towards safety and healing. Its 
mission is to facilitate a coordinated, 
community response and to provide 
hope and support to children and fami-
lies impacted by abuse. 

For more information about Ray of 
Hope Advocacy Center, please 
visit www.rayofhopeac.org. To report 
concern for a child, please call the 
OKDHS Child Abuse and Neglect Hotline 
at 1-800-522-3511. 

A Ray of Hope
Join the Fight Against Child Abuse
by Tim Hudson



NEW, MODERN 
AUTO-BUYING 

EXPERIENCE

• All New Customer Waiting Area 
• Brand New LED Lot Lighting 
• Over 300 Vehicles to 
   Choose From 
• More Finance Options to Fit      
   Any Situation

3800 SE Adams Rd, Bartlesville  |  www.GoPatriotAuto.com 
Sales: 918-876-1180  |  Service: 918-876-0798



1.99%
On All Purchases & Transfers For 15 Months. WAC.

FOR ALL NEW CREDIT CARDS
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