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UPFRONT

Well, here we are in the month of April. 
Christy and I hope you love animals, because 
we have 246 of them for your viewing pleasure. 
Wow! We planned on having 100 animals in 
the magazine like we did for January’s baby 
issue, but there were some technical difficul-
ties. You love your pets and the website was 
overloaded with submissions. Before we knew 
it, we had more than 100 entries! That Friday 
evening, just four hours after we started 
receiving submissions, our Facebook page 
started blowing up with messages letting us 
know the website was kicking everyone off. To 
help resolve this issue, I started telling all of 
you to post your furry friends on our bMonthly 
Facebook page. Your submissions came in so 
fast!  We had more than 300 animals submit-
ted, but over 50 of them were rejected due to 
the contest rules. We wanted to keep our 
word to you and let all the pets participate, 
even though we had reached 100 pet entries 
so quickly! I stopped the submissions on Sun-
day morning, less than 48 hours after starting 
the contest, not knowing the exact count. 
Christy and I want to thank you all for being a 
part of this annual tradition and showing off 
your “Best of Pets 2019.” We hope you enjoy 
these beautiful animals.  

Our “Judges’ Choice Winner” and the 
cover photo this year is Beau Jack, a four-year-
old black lab. We took over 130 pictures at the 
4S Ranch, and what a great setting it was. 
Beau Jack is one of the best dogs I have ever 
been around. He minded every command I 
gave him. The cover photo is exactly what I 
wanted. Once again, Chance Franks, who pho-
tographs most of bMonthly’s cover shots, 
knocked it out of the park. We are so blessed 
to have him on our team. This year’s contest 
was so close. It was came down to three dogs 
and a cat, with just two votes separating them 
all. Thank you to our 13 judges whose task of 
picking this year’s winner was not an easy one.  

Congratulations to Sprocket, our Face-
book “Readers’ Choice Winner.”  He had well 
over 300 votes, taking an early lead and never 
looking back! This year we had some great 
pictures and beautiful animals submitted, and 
we thank you so much for being a part of it. 
We can't wait for next year! 

I have to share with you that our hearts 
have been deeply saddened over the last cou-
ple of weeks with the loss of Mr. Lee Warren 
Stone and our dear friend, Mr. Hugh Blaine 
(HB) Fraser, Jr. If you want to know what a true 
American hero is, look no further than these 
two men, who courageously fought in the 
greatest war — WWII.  Their bravery and sac-
rifice during that war is inspiring. We thank 
these men, and all of our brave veterans who 

fought for our freedom. Over the last two 
years, when photographing veterans and 
gathering their stories, we have become close 
to our veterans, but none closer than Mr. 
Fraser, who was 95 when he passed away. 
Christy and I had the privilege and honor of 
visiting him at The Journey Home. His family 
let me pray over him the day before he went 
to Heaven. He touched my life and I will never 
forget what it meant to me to be a part of his 
life. Mr. Fraser and his beautiful wife, Jo An, 
were married for over 72 years. Can you 
believe that? What a legacy to leave to their 
friends, family, and three sons!   

April is also our two-year anniversary with 
bMonthly, which we believe is the best maga-
zine in the state. Our journey is one we never 
expected. Christy and I are so grateful that 
God placed this magazine in our hands, so we 
can share the stories of the people, places, 
history, and legacy of a city we all call home 
— Bartlesville! 

The month of April is very special to me. 
Special because my beautiful, incredibly-
strong mom was born on April 8. She went to 
Heaven three years ago. Oh how I miss her!  
What is really special in April is Christy — the 
love of my life, my best friend, and the most 
beautiful woman I have laid my eyes on. She 
was also born on April 8. It’s crazy to me that 
the two most inspirational woman in my life 
were born on the same day.  

I want to say Happy 50th Birthday, 
Christy. What a blessing and Inspiration you 
have been to me, our family, and this mag-
azine. I love you like crazy! S.Y. Keith... 
God Bless.
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Presented by  
Broadway in Bartlesville! 

TICKETS FOR BOTH SHOWS CAN BE PURCHASED AT THE DOOR 

OR AT WWW.BARTLESVILLECOMMUNITYCENTER.COM

918-336-2787 • 800-618-2787

Saturday, April 20 
7:30 pm 

SUNDAY, MAY 5 AT 6:00 PM

“AN EXPLOSION 
OF MUSICAL JOY!” 

-NPB



by Kelsey Walker
As a child, Sherry Rackliff remembers always wanting 

to be a teacher. Fast forward to the present, and Rackliff’s 
background in education has provided her with the perfect 
blend of experience and know-how in her current role as 
Executive Director of Delaware Child Development. 

She spent her early childhood years on a large farm in 
western Kansas, entertaining herself using materials found 

around the farm. She recalls helping with livestock and 
wheat harvests, and daily chores such as gathering eggs 
from the chickens. 

Her first educational experience away from home was 
a full-day kindergarten program in Copeland, Kansas, 
where there were afternoon naps on the rug and daily 

Photo courtesy Chromatic Reflections

Sherry Rackliff
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snacks of cinnamon graham crackers & milk. She loved 
school and the opportunities to explore and play. 

One of the teachers that most influenced Rackliff was 
Mrs. Metheney, who taught third grade. Rackliff loved 
social studies and learning about the world. 

“Mrs. Metheney was what you would think of as the 
epitome of a teacher in the late ‘50s and early ‘60s,” 
Rackliff says. “She loved her students, read to us end-
lessly about so many adventures, and loved teaching. Her 
classroom was a warm, welcoming place.” 

Rackliff’s family later moved to Ponca City. Between 
high school and college, Rackliff married, had children, 
and worked various jobs while her husband attended 
school and started his career. Later, as she was attending 
college and writing papers on educational philosophy,  
her early experiences kept 
flooding back. 

“I know that I subcon-
sciously remembered these 
experiences of learning in a 
warm, welcoming, nurturing 
environment and learning 
from the doing and partici-
pating, not from the 
lecturing and the worksheets,” she says. 

Rackliff studied early childhood and elementary edu-
cation, and was also certified to teach middle school 
math and high school science. She taught in the public 
and private sector, worked as an education liaison for 
children in the foster care system, and later as a parent 
educator for Parents as Teachers. She also owned her 
own preschool for many years. 

In 1997, she went to work for the Delaware Tribe of 
Indians, which had just received federal recognition and 
was eligible for the Child Care and Development Fund. 
Rackliff was the only employee in the tribe’s early child-
hood program at that time. 

“We had no program, just funding,” she recalls. “The 
tribe allowed me the opportunity to grow the program as 
we could.” 

She applied for several 
state grants on school-age 
care, infant and toddler care, 
nutrition, early head start, 
and support programs for 
early childhood teachers. 
She also wrote grants for the 
Indian Community Develop-
ment Block Grant through 

the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD). Those grants allowed the tribe to construct build-
ings for child care, as well as buildings that would benefit 
the tribe in other areas. Rackliff went on to write and man-
age construction on 11 projects through HUD for the 
Delaware Tribe, and nine ICDBG projects for other tribes in 
Oklahoma. 

Delaware Child Development now has four child care 
centers — soon to be five — and operates two family 
child care homes. They offer an array of other services, 
including child nutrition, resource and referral, parent sup-
port, home visiting, child care subsidy, child care, and 
early head start. Support programs provide training and 
technical assistance to early childhood educators 
throughout nine counties. 

“My role is to guide all of our employees to understand 
the importance of those first few years and how short of 
a time frame we have to make a difference and provide 
them with positive experiences,” Rackliff says. “When you 
look at those first few years compared to an individual’s 
life, we should not waste a second of their early childhood 
years. We should always be connecting with them and 
building strong relationships, helping them feel safe while 
encouraging their independence, and helping them 
develop at their own pace and have fun while doing it.” 

For more information about Delaware Child Develop-
ment, visit www.delawarechild.org.

“When you look at those first few years compared to 
an individual’s life, we should not waste a second of 
their early childhood years. We should always be 
connecting with them and building strong relation-
ships, helping them feel safe while encouraging their 
independence, and helping them develop at their 
own pace and have fun while doing it.” 

— Sherry Rackliff
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LOOKING BACK SPONSOR

We saved you a place  
At the Top to celebrate and 
luxuriate in your very own 

Jewel Box

The Room At The Top Events

• 5 unique one bedroom hotel apartments  

• In the heart of downtown   

• Laundry room with washers and dryers- 

free for tenant use  

• All utilities included: electric, water, trash, 

internet & wi-fi  

• Fully furnished 

• Stainless steel appliances  

• Smart TV in each apartment

• 2 separate floors available for rent,  

   each can hold 300 people 

• Lobby  

• Great downtown views  

• Restrooms on each floor 

• Bridal party dressing rooms 

• ADA compliant 

• Elevator  

• Elegantly industrial Chicago  

   school style building

• Building originally built in 

   1910, and was completely  

   restored after a devastating 

   fire in 2010.   

• See us on TheKnot.com!

johnstone.sare@gmail.com | www.johnstone-sare-theroomatthetop.com | www.facebook.com/johnstonesare | instagram: @johnstone.sare.events

(918) 534-6011 100 SW Frank Phillips Blvd | Bartlesville, OK 74003 | 8 am-5 pm, Monday-Friday
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LOOKING BACK

Mr. History
Elmer James Sark was  
a History Hero to Many 
Bartlesville Area Residents
by Kay Little, Little History Adventures
I have several Bartlesville area history heroes, many I 

never met. Among them is Elmer James Sark, who was 
quoted in 1973, just four years before he died, “My wife, 
Margaret, and I are quite busy helping others, and we believe 
this is one reason we have remained so happy and have 
enjoyed over 60 years of married life.” 

The Sarks were married in 1913 in their home state of Indi-
ana. Shortly thereafter they moved to Bartlesville, where Elmer 
worked in the oil business with Barnsdall Oil Company of 
Bartlesville, Carter Oil Company, and Empire Gas & Fuel Com-
pany before becoming the Washington County surveyor. In 
1927, he joined Phillips Petroleum Company and became a 
noted aerial photographer for them. He retired in 1950. 

Retirement did not keep Elmer from continuing to serve 
the community. He organized the Philresters Club for PPCO 
retirees. He wrote about the history of the Nellie Johnstone 
#1 oil well, the James H. Teel Post 105, the Phillips 66ers 
basketball team, and the first 100-year history of the 
Bartlesville area. He also published a history of Christianity 
in the Bartlesville area that 
included the history of First Bap-
tist Church, of which he was a 
member. He was a life member of 
the Oklahoma Historical Society, 
charter member of both the 
Bartlesville Historical Committee and the Washington County 
Historical Society, and a member of the Indian Territory Pio-
neer Association of Washington County, Oklahoma. 

In 1962, Bartlesville received the All-American City Award 
by the National Civic League, and Elmer and Margaret 
dressed in patriotic attire for the parade in celebration of the 
prestigious event. They also wore their 
patriotic attire for July 4th parades 
throughout the years. 

Elmer was named Mr. History in 
1972 by the Washington County His-
torical Society for his work 
preserving history of Washington 
County and encouraging others to 
follow his example. 

One of Elmer’s favorite ways of preserving our history 
was with his camera, especially from a plane. In 1922, he 
received the patent rights on the shield device he had 
invented for fitting an ordinary camera for airplane service. In 

1920, he took the first aerial pho-
tos of the Dewey Roundup in 
Dewey with famous pilot, Billy 
Parker. They learned later that 
while taking those photos, Bill 
Smith from the 101 Ranch was 
killed while bulldogging a steer.  

Elmer Sark left an outstanding photographic legacy, 
taking photos of everyday life in Washington County and 
often covering subjects and events missed by other area 
photographers.  

I wish I had known Elmer Sark and could show him 
how many of us are working to pre-
serve our history and encouraging 
others to do the same thing. The 
Bartlesville Area History Museum not 
only preserves the area’s history, but 
also preserves Elmer’s history, with 
his photos and publications. I hope 
you will go visit the museum and find 
out more about “Mr. History.”

Elmer Sark and wife Margaret wore their patriotic attire for several July 
4th parades and special occassions over the years.

“My wife, Margaret, and I are quite busy help-
ing others, and we believe this is one reason 
we have remained so happy and have enjoyed 
over 60 years of married life.” 

— Elmer James Sark



HOPE by Keith McPhail

I have to be completely honest. I have really struggled 
over the last several months writing this story...not neces-
sarily the words of the story, but the meaning and the 
life-changing impact it has had on my life over the last 34 
years. I want these words to give hope and inspiration to 
the ones who think there is no hope. Feeling good doesn't 
have to cost a thing. The light that once burned bright can 
shine again as your lighthouse for others to see. It can 
shine as a reminder to believe the pain of hopelessness 
and shame will pass. No one knows how this story, and 
your story, can help just one person: the one who is bat-
tling his or her addiction, the one who has lost all hope, or 
the one who struggles to see their life as a gift.  Life is a 
gift to each of us.  Never give up hope.  Never give up 
faith.  Never quit — never. So here you go. The story you 
are about to read is about a time in my life when all my 
hope and faith were lost, when I was at my weakest. Guilt, 
fear, shame, and emptiness had started to mold my life — 
until His grace covered and rescued me.  As you read 
these words, you will see this is a time when my life 
turned into darkness and when His mercy and redemption 
began. Even when I didn’t know He was there, He was 
always there — the entire time. 

In July of 1984 while living in Arkansas, just after turn-
ing 15 years old, a tragic accident happened. This event 
would shape the man, father, friend, and husband I am 
today.  I can literally count on two hands how many times 
I have told this story, which scarred and changed my life 
forever.  My brother Kevin and I were working for my step-
dad at the time, and my family life was in ruins.  After 
years of extreme abuse, my mom — with four kids — had 

filed for divorce and was looking to move to Oklahoma.  
Today I look back at this time and think how scared I was. 
I had endured 10 years of physical abuse and learned that 
my last name “Jones” was not my real name, that the 
man who beat me all those years wasn’t my real father.  
What would you think?  For me I was happy this man 
wasn’t my dad, but was devastated that my mom never 
told me of my real father.  I had to find my own birth cer-
tificate in a box in the attic for this to come to light.  I was 
a teenager with no father or moral compass to lead me to 
the young man I wanted to be.....I was completely lost.  

Chris Miller was one of my brother, Kevin’s, best 
friends. Chris had graduated from high school that May 
and was working for my step-dad during the summer. 
Chris was voted most popular student  in his senior class 
— everyone wanted to be as cool as Chris!  

My brother, who worked two jobs, was supposed to be 
the delivery driver with Chris that night, but because of a 
scheduling conflict with his job as a manager at a popular 
restaurant,  Kevin wasn’t able to do it. I was told I had to 
help deliver parts and supplies in a big dump truck. I had 
never driven a dump truck before, but my step-dad 
demanded I make the delivery to the city of Hope, 
Arkansas by Tuesday morning.  It was 2:30 in the morning 
when Chris and I finally took off for the two-hour drive.  
Even though I was only 15, I took the first leg of the drive 
because Chris was tired from working that same day.  We 
set off for Hope. 

It was on this night my hell began, and also the begin-
ning of a downhill slide on my path of self-destruction.  

10     b Monthly | APRIL 2019

WORDS OF HOPE



We were less than 40 miles from the job site when I began 
to get very sleepy. Chris had fallen asleep 20 minutes 
after we left the house. Driving 65 miles per hour down I-
30, I rolled down the window so I could stick my head out 

to try to keep my eyes open. Mile after mile I kept sticking 
my head out of the window and slapping my face just to 
stay awake as we drove closer to Hope, trying to get there 
on time. The consequences of not being there on time 
were severe. Then it happened......the unthinkable.......the 
unimaginable......I woke up heading into the center 
median.  My first instinct was to jerk the wheel to the 
right.  As I turned the wheel we started to tip over, so I 
turned the wheel hard to the left. That’s when we started 
to roll. 

The Arkansas Highway Patrol told my mother the truck 
rolled four times.  After the first roll, they believe I was 
thrown out of the truck because my window was down. 
They estimated I was thrown 77 feet into the air across a 
major interstate, landing in the ditch on my knees. When 
I came to, the first thing I remember were all the head-
lights and flashing hazard lights.  People were yelling “is 
everyone alright?”  As I stood up, blood pouring down my 
face, I began running toward the truck, which seemed 
miles away.  Equipment and parts were scattered up and 
down the interstate.  I approached the truck; I remember 
it as if it were an hour ago, the fear of what I was about to 
see.  The driver side of the truck, which I had been sitting 
in just minutes before, was demolished and mangled.  
When I reached the other side of the truck, I was met by 
four young men in their late teens coming back from a 
church camp.  They were pulling Chris out of the smoking 
truck.  I remember screaming CHRIS wake up......oh God 
please, Chris wake up....don’t go.....please don’t go, keep 
your eyes open.....Chris, Chris, CHRIS, I AM SO SORRY, 
NO God, please NO! 

CHRIS MILLER

APRIL 2019 | b Monthly     11

WORDS OF HOPE



Before Chris took his last breath, these four young 
men began to pray over him, and I laid my head on his 
chest and completely lost it. What had I done? This 
was all in a three-minute span of time, and was the first 
time I saw death up close.  Watching Chris take his last 
breath still stays with me today. At the moment he 
passed away, I blamed myself and would carry this 
burden for many years. The highway patrolman told my 
mother in the hospital it was a miracle I had survived, 
and only God Himself could have picked me up out of 
that truck and placed me on the ground with only cuts, 
scratches, and bruises. 

I carried those images and sounds for many years 
and never forgave myself for the damage and loss I 
caused Chris’ family. As I grew up, the burden mani-
fested in my mind everyday, slowly stealing my soul.  I 
kept thinking, “Why am I here wasting my life away 
with drugs, crazy partying, and not a care in the world; 
while Chris, fresh out of high school, ready to start col-
lege, everything going for him?” He had his whole life 
ahead of him and I had stolen that from him. The 
enemy saw this opening and crushed my self-belief 
and self-worth, leaving me no mercy from the memory 
of Chris’ last breath and the last words he yelled as the 
truck started to roll.... “Oh God No.” 

So here is my good word to all who read this.  Only 
God knows why my life was spared that night. Today I 
am left thinking, “What if I would have died in this 
crash?  What if the four boys who came like angels 
after the wreck, and left as quickly as they came, had 
pulled me out of the truck barely breathing and gasp-
ing for air? What if they would have said a final prayer 
over me? What if? Why me? Why you? How could God 
let this happen?” These questions have deeply settled 
in my heart over the years.  What I do know is that it 
would be unbearable for me to think that I would never 
have seen my children being born, seen them take 
their first steps, or heard them say “dada” for the first 
time. It’s unbearable to think I could have missed all of 
our babies getting married and having their own kids 
— our grandkids! 

So, think of all the people you have affected in your 
lifetime. Maybe it’s the friend you helped when his mar-
riage was in trouble, or someone you helped who 
wanted to end it all. Think about the impact you have 
on others. Sure we stumble and fail, but think of all the 
people you have helped because of those failures. 

Think about the first time you kissed a girl and the 
butterflies you felt, and the first dance you asked her 
for; the day you gave your heart to Jesus; the day you 
knelt to ask your wife for her hand in marriage; your 
first daddy-daughter dance; coaching your kids; 
watching your kids take their first drive, or when they 

graduate high school. Is all this pain in your life,  which 
I call the Dance — all the destruction, sadness, the 
incredible loss of a child, and the darkness the enemy 
keeps you in — worth it? YES! 

I think about the first time I saw Christy; the first 
time she spoke my name after 17 years of being apart; 
the day she said yes when I asked her to marry me and 
when she said “Keith I forgive you.”  What if she would 
have gone through with the divorce after finding out 
her husband had relapsed in drug addiction?  Where 
would our kids be today? 

It is easy to be caught up in all the things wrong in 
our lives; how situations aren’t fair; how it seems too 
hard to keep going. But I ask — “What if you weren’t 
here?” How many lives would be affected if you 
weren’t here.  Think of the impact you have made in so 
many lives. I have been through very dark and destruc-
tive days in my 50 years on earth; overdosing three 
times, and being brought back to life. I have experi-
enced failure, shame, and extraordinary loss — and 
stared evil in the eyes. I have seen angels fight for my 
soul and have been close to ending my own life. I 
always say and believe with all my heart that God has 
you exactly where he wants you. We must have faith 
and believe in God’s plan, whether walking in the dark 
or the light. God is never surprised at the place you are 
in your journey. 

You and I are a miracle, and I choose to live my life 
for Him. I choose to spread the good word of His 
redemption and forgiveness because He gave his only 
Son, so we may have eternal life. I believe we are all 
sinners and the shame, hurt, sadness, and darkness 
you may be experiencing right now has already been 
taken from you.  You do not have to walk alone — just 
Let Go and Let God! 

I pray for each of you that God may keep you; that 
He will raise you up from the ashes; that He shines His 
light on your face; and that your silent prayers will be 
answered. I pray that His hope will carry you no matter 
your pain or despair.  God is not finished with you yet!  
On my right shoulder I have a tattoo of a cross with the 
word “Redeemed.”  It is because of that word I am 
able to write this story today. 

I leave you with this verse from my favorite song by 
Garth Brooks called The Dance: 
 
And now I’m glad I didn’t know 
The way it all would end, the way it all would go 
Our lives are better left to chance 
I could have missed the pain 
But I’d have to miss the dance 

Embrace your “Dance”...........God Bless!
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320 SE Delaware Suite 5 
PO Box 996 | Bartlesville, OK 74005 

918-333-5151

Stacy Fowler, Steve McConnell, and Linda Schoonover 

AGENT FOR
GOODVILLE
MUTUAL
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JEFF HALL REAL ESTATE
Jeff Hall 
Realtor®/Broker 
(Licensed Broker in OK and NC) 

1740 SE Washington Blvd 
Bartlesville, OK 74006 

918.440.9199 
jrhall@kw.com 

     BARTLESVILLE 
Each office is independently owned and operated

4701 Silver Lake Road, Bartlesville, OK 74006 
List Price: $1,700,000 

Sold Price: $1,600,000 
Under Contract in only 1 week!

JOHNSTONE RANCH BRURUD RANCH BISON ROAD PROPERTY

Silver Lake/Old Tulsa Road, Ochelata, OK 74051 
List Price: $1,200,000 
Sold Price: $1,200,000 

Under Contract in only 2 weeks!

Prime 40-Acre Tract 

across from Adams Golf Course 
List Price: $300,000 

CURRENTLY FOR SALE!

“My commitment to service is  
my commitment to you!”

33 Years of Real Estate Knowledge!

STARVIEW ESTATES

Executive Enclave in Premier Location  
across from Hillcrest Country Club

Lot Prices: $130,000 - $246,000 
CURRENTLY FOR SALE!

918-333-4872   •   3509 NE Minnesota St, Bartlesville   •   EasyLoaderKennels.com

Easy Loader Kennel
• Fits all standard pickups 
• Virtually indestructible 
• One year warranty

Deuce Kennel
• Made for smaller pickups, SUVs, 

and ATVs 
• One year warranty
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GIVING BACK

Taking a Bite Out of Crime
Bartlesville’s K-9 Officers Undergo Extensive Training
by Mike Wilt

Since 2008, the Bartlesville Police Department has strived to 
take a bite out of crime through use of its K-9 Unit, which pairs spe-
cially-trained dogs with full-time officers. It was established to serve 
as a support unit that has become a valuable asset to all law 
enforcement officers who work diligently to protect citizens.  

“The K-9 Unit greatly enhances our agency’s ability to track, 
locate, and capture wanted offenders in rural and urban environ-
ments,” said Sgt. Troy Newell, a K-9 handler and supervisor of the 
team. “It also is vital in the detection of illegal narcotics.” 

The dogs are trained to sniff out marijuana, methamphetamine, 
heroin, and cocaine. They are also trained to protect.  

“They greatly reduce the safety risk to citizens and law enforce-
ment officers while increasing our effectiveness in apprehending 
criminals and conserving the peace,” Sgt. Newell said.  

But there is a lot that happens before a canine and its human 
partner ever hit the streets. The dog is professionally trained and then 
both dog and officer undergo 120 hours of training 
together. They are also required to log 16 hours of 

“maintenance training” every month, although Sgt. 
Newell said it’s usually around 20 hours.  

“And we test them in high-risk, real-life scenarios.”  

The dogs must also be re-certified every year to 
meet national standards and state requirements.  

“But we’re always trying to find ways to be better, 
to improve,” Sgt. Newell said. 

The canines are provided with food, water, and 
shelter by their handlers. In fact, the dogs live with 
the officers and their families. But make no mistake, 
they are not pets.   

“They don’t chill on the couch with us,” said Officer Andrew Ward. 
“Otherwise, they won’t want to work.”   

From the kennel to training to the car, a dog’s life is structured.  

“We have to set boundaries because they are working dogs,” 
said Officer Steven Silver.  

Both officers and dogs wear protective vests, but the two-
legged members of the duo also carry about 30 pounds of gear. 
This includes a special device that when pressed opens the patrol 
car door allowing the dog to jump out and assist the officer. Officers 
also have a “buddy bag,” a medical kit in the event the dog literally 
gets a nose-full of a dangerous substance.  

“The K-9 Unit is vital to the overall success of the police depart-
ment,” said Chief of Police Tracy Roles. “It provides an additional 
layer of public safety for our community and for our officers. The K-
9 unit is also a great avenue for our officers to really connect, in a 
positive way, with our citizens.”  

The BPD currently has four canines, but Chief 
Roles hopes to expand the unit by two more by the 
end of this year.  

But not just anyone can be a K-9 handler. Offi-
cers must be able to meet certain physical 
requirement including the ability to carrying the dog 
in the event circumstances dictate the need. They 
must also undergo home visits and oral interviews.  

It’s a huge commitment for the officers and their 
families. 

“But it’s very rewarding when the dog does what 
it’s been trained to do,” said Ward. “It makes all of 
the time and effort we put in worth it.”  

Officer Steven Silver & Baron Officer Andrew Ward & Borg Sergeant Troy Newell & Atlas

Officer Josh Newell & Ayko
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SPOTLIGHT

Rooted in Community
Rick Loyd Excited About the Future for Price Tower
by Ann-Janette Webster

 Frank Lloyd Wright’s Price Tower appears to be building up to 
its most exciting chapter yet. As downtown Bartlesville’s Tower 
Center at Unity Square project breaks ground,  the world-renowned 
skyscraper is perfectly positioned for new growth and success — 
and new Executive Director Rick Loyd, seems uniquely suited to 
help it flourish. 

 Loyd came to Bartlesville in 2008 as Truity Credit Union’s senior 
VP of marketing and business development. His 33 years of retail 
banking experience has given him a customer service viewpoint, 
while his efforts on behalf of worthy causes have made him a gen-
uine community ambassador. The Price Tower Board sees Loyd as 
the right man at the right time for the job. They believe he is specif-
ically talented to increase the Tower’s brand and reputation in this 
exciting new phase. 

 Board Member Charlie Daniels says Loyd’s love for the city and 
his enthusiastic leadership style is significant at a key time in the 
Tower’s story. 

 “I’m glad to see Rick come in to run Price Tower because he’s 
got a wealth of experience as a marketing guy for a major financial 
institution,” said Daniels. “The Tower is such an unusual institution 
that it needs someone with Rick’s experience and imagination to tell 
its story and to get people to come marvel at its design and expe-
rience its vibe. Oh, and it doesn’t hurt that he knows just about 
everyone in town." 

 We sat down with Rick Loyd to hear about his new position and 
what he hopes to accomplish with Price Tower. 

Why is Bartlesville so fortunate to have such a well-known 
architectural structure as a cornerstone to the cultural land-
scape of our city? 

Loyd: Frank Lloyd Wright is a world renowned architect and visitors 
from around the world travel to see his amazing structures. Wright 
made an indelible impression on Bartlesville by building Price Tower, 
and bringing in his protégé Bruce Goff to build several homes. We 
have the opportunity to show off the unique and timeless property 
we have public access to. 

What excites you about the future of the Tower?  

Loyd: I’m really excited about promoting and fostering a love of 
Price Tower to the residents of Bartlesville. In my short time here, 
I’m amazed at how many people live here, but haven’t been in Price 
Tower in years. This treasure is for everyone, and I’d like us all to 
enjoy the many elements of the tower: our creative cuisine, our 
beautiful views, and our educational tours. 

Has past leadership helped position the Tower for this next 
chapter? 

Loyd: Scott Ambler did an amazing job of promoting Price Tower 
and its special place in the architectural world. He also was instru-

mental in the Tower Center at Unity Square project. Even now, I see 
and hear the work being done for this amazing project, and can’t 
wait to see how this will change the landscape of our downtown 
and allow many people access to Price Tower. 

How will the Tower Center at Unity Square help Price 
Tower?  

Loyd: People outside of Bartlesville will visit the Green Space for 
concerts and public events, and have an opportunity to enjoy the 
Tower and other attractions in the area. Having that space right out 
our back door will be a tremendous benefit, allowing us to add serv-
ices like walk-up food & beverage on the first floor, and outdoor 
dining and drinks under the canopies. 

What do you hope local people will come to know about 
the Tower? 

Loyd: My number one objective is to have Price Tower become 
‘Top-of-Mind’ for everyone. I would like Price Tower to be seen as a 
treasure, and when friends and family from out of town visit, they’ll  
bring them to the Tower to enjoy a view from our city’s amazing past. 
The more we all know and utilize the opportunities we have, the 
more exposure Price Tower will get to others outside Bartlesville.  

What do you look forward to personally about leading Price 
Tower into a new era?  

Loyd: I am tremendously excited about seeing how we can incor-
porate this structure, built over 60 years ago, into the landscape of 
our lives today. Frank Lloyd Wright was so far ahead of his time in 
creating this amazing structure. I’m honored to be at the helm of 
Price Tower at such an important time in its life….and I look forward 
to working with the staff and community to bring this incredible 
treasure the attention it deserves, here in Bartlesville and beyond.

RICK LOYD



@tinkersglasshouse

600 E Frank Phillips Blvd, Bartlesville, OK 74003

ONLINE ORDERING AT  www.tinkersglasshouse.com

 Monday - Saturday,  11am 918.214.8054

WOOD FIRE grilled MEATS & FRESH BREAD
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DINING GUIDE

PAINTED HORSE BAR & GRILLE 
COFFEE BAR: MON-FRI 9AM-9PM, SAT 10:30AM-9PM 

KITCHEN: MON-FRI 10:30AM-9PM 
* LIMITED MENU AVAILABLE FRI & SAT 9-10 PM 

BAR HOURS 
MON - THU 10:30 AM - 10 PM 

FRI & SAT 10:30 AM - MINDIGHT 
110 SW FRANK PHILLIPS BLVD. 

918-333-1100 • PAINTED-HORSE.COM 
Painted Horse Bar & Grill, together with Wolf Creek Ranch  

owners, Mark and Kelly Spencer, are proud to offer our locally 
raised, guaranteed all natural Angus beef products. 

MONTEREY’S LITTLE MEXICO 
SUNDAY - THURSDAY 11 AM - 9 PM 
FRIDAY - SATURDAY 11 AM - 10 PM 

3815 SE ADAMS RD. 

918-333-5524 
Located east off of HWY 75, Monterey’s Restaurant has a  

family-friendly atmosphere serving Tex-Mex food.  
Come enjoy our daily specials. Reservations are welcome  

and we offer catering for your group event!  
All sizes and venues can enjoy some of our menu items  

like our famous Chili Con Queso or Fajitas. 

SHORTIES 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 10:30 AM - 2 PM 

FRIDAY EVENINGS 5 PM - 9 PM 

NEW LOCATION 

DOWNTOWN BARTLESVILLE  
(IN THE ALLEY BEHIND PHAT TIRE) 

Text or Call in Your Order To Go 
918-331-6868 

FACEBOOK: @SHORTIES.GRILLE

by Keith McPhail

Springtime is a good time...a good time to try some-
thing new, to start fresh or to check out what’s different 
someplace familiar. Bartlesville is a great place to experi-
ence the new season, especially in the kitchen of a great 
restaurant. If you been ready to get out for some fresh air 
and good eats, let us lead the way. Our monthly restaurant 
guide includes some of the best bites you can get around 
the Ville and there's no time like the present to try them out. 

Yum!
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DINING GUIDE

Wood fire grilled chicken, fish, beef, and vegetables. 
Smoked meats and bread baked in-house daily. 
6,000 square feet and two full-service bars. 

Upstairs event room and private meeting room.

600 E Frank Phillips Blvd, Bartlesville, OK 74003

 Monday - Saturday,  11am 918.214.8054
LA FIESTA 

MEXICAN RESTAURANT 
MONDAY - SATURDAY 11 AM - 10 PM 

SUNDAY 11 AM - 9:30 PM 

3800 SE WASHINGTON BLVD. 

918-333-0032 
Daily specials for lunch and dinner.  

99¢ Bud Light draft every day.  
99¢ Margarita Thursday (Small, All Day).  

Kids eat free Sunday, 3pm-close and all day Monday. 
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A full year of ambulance service  
for you and your family for one low  

payment of $78.00

Bartlesville Ambulance Provides: 
 • Coverage 24 Hours a day, 7 days a week 

 • Professionally trained Emergency Medical Technicians 
& Paramedics 

 • 2-Way Radio Communications with Police, Sheriff, and
many Hospitals in Oklahoma 

 • Local and Long Distance Transportation

BARTLESVILLE AMBULANCE 
P.O. BOX 1051 

BARTLESVILLE, OK 74005 
918-336-1111

Annual Membership Fee: 
$66.00 - Individual 
$78.00 - Household

Memberships will not be sold after May 31, 2019 ENROLL NOW!

1976-2019 43 Years of Service

Since it's been a year since Bartlesville residents 
were introduced to Axl, last year’s Best of the Pets 
Contest winner, we thought we would send an 
update.  

Axl is a whopping 80 pounds. He has a high level 
of energy to play, but has a tendency to randomly fall 
asleep in the middle of playing. He knows the following 
tricks & commands: sit, stay, lay, "die", bed, load up, up, 
down, shake and hug. He also enjoys being ridden like 
a horse by his 2-year-old human brother. 

He always knows when you are having a bad day or just 
need a pick me up.  

He never misses a meal or treat and is still enjoying his 
fame and attention he gets wherever he goes!

Last Year’s  
Winner Living  
the Good Life



BARTLESVILLE’S  

LARGEST INDEPENDENT 

FAMILY PRACTICE

LAB  |  XRAy  |  DEXA SCAN  |  SMARTBEAT- Cardiac SCREENing

William W. Davito, DO 

MArk D. Erhardt, DO 

Daniel J. Holdman, MD 

Elizabeth R. Sherrock, MD 

Donald R. Simmons, MD 

Michael Ryan Vaclaw, MD 

Janice L. Shippy APRN, DNP

Services

providers

Since 1999

BEST OF PETS SPONSOR

4150 SE Adams Road  |  918-331-9979 

primarycareassociatesbartlesville.com



Readers’ Choice 

Sprocket
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BEST OF PETS
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BEST OF PETS

Allie

Babe Woof

Bella

Blue

Abu

Aly

Barbie

Bella

Ace the Great

Angel

Beau Jack

Bentley

Alaska

Angel

Bella

Bentley

Alley Cat

Astrid

Bella

Biff

Abbey

Congratulations to all our 2019 contestants. And 
special congratulations to Readers’ Choice Winner 

Sprocket and Judges’ Choice Winner Beau Jack!



Boone

Bryn

Buddy

Captain

Charlie

Chip

Coco

Bristol

Bubba

Bullet

Carly

Chevy

Chloé

Coco

Browning

Bubba

ButterBean

Chanel

Chewie

Cissy

Bruce Wayne

Bubba

Buzz

Charlie

Chewie

Cleo

Bruno

Buddy

Canela

Charlie

Chewy

Coco
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BEST OF PETS



Coco Pebble

Dexter

Drake

Ellie

Frankie

Gracie Boo Boo

Hank

Concho

Dexter

Dulce

Fancy

Glock

Grimly

Harley

Cricket

Diesel

Dutch

Finn Kaufmann

Google

Gunner

Croc

Dixie

Ellie

Flaco

Gracie

Gus

Daisey Maye

Dodge

Ellie

Franco

Gracie

Hank
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BEST OF PETS



Harley

Hurley

Jake

Joni

Judah

Koa

Lilly

Harper

IO

Jasmine

Josie Dawn

Juice

Kodak

Lily

Henry

Jack

JHasper

Journey

K-Town

Layla

Holly Berry

Jacy

Jazzie

Joy

Kane

Leila

Hoyt

Jake

Jill

JP

Kirby

Lexi
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BEST OF PETS



Lily

Luna

Maggie the Wonder Dog

Maxine

Mindy Puggy

Nala

No Name Given

Littleman

Luna

Marley Grace

Mia

Mishka

Nellie

No Name Given

Lola

Mac

Max

Miley Mae

Miss Millie

No Name Given

Lucy

Maci

Max

Millie

Miss Peaches

No Name Given

Lucy Lou

Maddie

Max

Millie

Mister

No Name Given
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BEST OF PETS



No Name Given

Paradises Pistol

Penelope

Piper

Pumpkin

Ralph Dewey

Rizzo

Nya

Parker Wayne Smith

Penny

Pistol

Punkin

Ranger

Rocco

Olive

Patron

Peppers

Poncho

Putt Putt

Ranger

Oscar

Pearl

Pinkie Pie

Presley Jane

Ralph

Rascal

Oz

Pearl

Pinky

Princeton

Ralph

Rex
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Rocky

Ruffy

Ruger

Sadie

Sarge

Scout

Shelby

Rocky

Rufus

Ruthie

Sadie

Sarge

Scout

Shelby Rose

Roxie

Rugar

Saber

Sailor

Sarge

Scruffy Jack

Rubi Roo

Ruger

Sadie

Sam

Sassy

Shawty

Ruby

Ruger

Sadie

Sara Jo

Sassy

Sheba
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BEST OF PETS



Stanley

Sugar

Teddy

Thor

Tiny Tim Tebow

Winnie

Stella Ann

Sundae

Tessa

Thunder

Tonks

Wrigley

Stoney

Swag

Tessa Ann

Tiger

Trigger

Wyatt

Shep

Stryker

Sybill

Texas

TiKi

Wes

Yadi

Sophie

Stuart

Tank

Thomas Wayne

Timber

Willow May

Zeus
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BEST OF PETS



Primary Care Associates is celebrating its 20th year pro-
viding progressive medical care in Bartlesville. PCA was 
founded by a group of local independent doctors who came 
together to form a loosely associated group to share the same 
management company, nurses, staff and administrators. 

Within the first few years of opening its doors in 
Bartlesville, they added three new doctors — Dr. Elizabeth 
Sherrock, Dr. Todd Redding, and Dr. Ryan Vaclaw. In 1999, 
PCA parted ways with the management company and 
formed their own independently-run clinic. PCA still remains 
the only independent group of family practice physicians in 
the area. 

“The doctors of PCA formed their group practice at a time 
when the nationwide trend was for hospitals to buy up inde-
pendent and group practices in primary care and hire 
doctors as employees,” said Dr. Sherrock.  “The doctors of 
PCA wanted to remain independent in order to make their 
own business decisions, so they could prioritize the practice 
of medicine over the business of medicine.” 

Another benefit of being in a private group is their 
anonymity allows them to make decisions that help them be 
better stewards of their patients’ health care dollars. 

Over the years, PCA has remained progressive in its 
approach to practicing medicine. As new technologies 
have become available since the mid-90s, the clinic has 
expanded to offer patients the best possible all-inclusive 
medical environment. 

PCA was one of the first clinics in Bartlesville to offer 
onsite bone density testing, and one of the first to move to 
electronic medical records. 

“We also updated our x-ray system to a fully digital plat-
form,” said Dr. William Davito. “We stay current on 

evidence-based medicine and incorporate new recommen-
dations into our practice style.” 

Physicians from PCA have participated in nationwide col-
laborations that help them record and track health measures 
to maintain and improve the quality of medicine they deliver. 

“We constantly try to improve our care of patients and 
improve patient satisfaction,” said Dr. Mark Erhardt, who 
joined the practice in 2006. “We strive to keep our 
patients current on all recommended health maintenance 
and lifestyle issues, in addition to treating chronic dis-
eases and acute illnesses.” 

To support these measures, PCA offers SmartBeat Car-
diac Screening, an ultrasound evaluation system that give 
each person a snapshot of their current risk for heart disease, 
diabetes, and strokes. 

For added convenience, PCA is able to bring in specialty 
physicians to the office. These include a gastroenterologist, 
a neurosurgeon, and a clinical counselor. Same day appoint-
ments are available and an after-hours clinic is open for 
those who can’t make it during the regular business day. 

PCA’s six physicians and one nurse practitioner see more 
than 20,000 patients a year at the 4150 SE Adams Road 
location. Dr. Danny Holdman is the most recent addition and 
is currently accepting new patients. 

“We love that with our physicians, patients have a wide vari-
ety of personalities they are able to choose from,” said Vaclaw. 

“We want each patient to find a doctor they are fully comfort-
able with so they can maximize the doctor-patient relationship.” 

PCA’s insight, dedication, and timing was the foundation 
of the clinic, and the care the group is still providing 20 years 
later is a testament to its perseverance. Find out more by vis-
iting their website at primarycareassociatesbartlesville.com.

PCA Celebrating 20 Years

Primary Care Associates Progressive in Approach to Medicine
by Lori Just
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FUNNY YOU SHOULD ASK

Okay I’ll just be totally honest — my wife, Ann-Janette, and 
I don’t have a good track record when it comes to pets.   

To start with, Ann-Janette is violently allergic to anything with 
fur. This is ironic, because if there’s anyone who is hopelessly 
romanced by soft, cuddly, furry things it’s my wife. “Adult human 
seeking furless companion” will vastly limit your pool of eligible 
animal companions. 

That qualifier alone should have stopped us from jointly pur-
chasing our first pets, two spotted rabbits. The other red flags 
were no less apparent: we were young and not ready to be par-
ents yet, we still lived in the dorms at OU, we were on a calzone 
only diet making rabbit friendly veggies nowhere to be found, 

and we had no past rabbit experience. It was a harebrained idea 
from the beginning. (Yeah, I went there.) 

Here’s the other thing: When you go to the pet store and leave 
with two rabbits for a dollar, no one tells you what to expect — 
which is rabbits basically do only three things, but they do them 
excessively. First, they make other rabbits. Second, they eat. Third, 
they poop. I don’t mean like you need to take them outside a lot. I 
mean pretty much unless they are sleeping, rabbits are dropping 
pea-sized pellets like they’re Mardi-Gras beads in New Orleans. 

Surprisingly, our dorm rooms were not well-suited for any of 
those things. We owned rabbits for just under two weeks. I was 
not sad to see them go. 

Searching for Love . . .

In all the Wrong Species
by Jay Webster
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FUNNY YOU SHOULD ASK

The rabbits set us back a cou-
ple of years on non-person 
partnerships. In fact, it would be 
another six years before we put our 
toes back in the pet waters. This 
time, we decided to try something 
less bowel-fully bountiful. We settled on a betta fish. The rumor 
about bettas was that they were hearty, colorful fish that were 
emotionally removed, and only wanted to cohabit. Perfect. 

We got a blue betta fish, named him Pepè, and brought him 
to our new office. He became our company mascot.  At the time, 
we shared a downtown, one bedroom apartment with no central 
heat and air… with another business.  It was cozy, but we were 
in business and believed we were all about to take over the 
world, with Pepè swimming alongside us. 

You don’t have to be in Oklahoma long to know the weather 
can change here abruptly. One minute we might be putting the 
red in “red state,” the next we might have a medical Marajuana 
dispensary on every street corner. But that’s not what I mean. I 
mean the actual weather. 

So, when we left the office that fateful Friday, we made sure 
Pepè was well fed, had plenty of magazines, and the radio was 
tuned to his favorite station. It was a delightful 75 degrees out-
side. Just 24 hours later, we were experiencing arctic 
conditions. By the time we reached Pepè, there was frost on 
the top of his water. Pepè was actually hanging on to one of 
the smaller pieces of frost, like the final scene of Titanic. (Sorry 
for the movie spoiler.) 

We were so distraught, we just left him in his bowl for a cou-
ple of hours. We thought maybe if he warmed up, he might 
come back to life. Needless to say, he did not. We couldn’t eat 
sushi for weeks. It was just too painful. 

We waited another 10 years before getting on the pet wagon 
again. This time we went back to fish, but it was an outside fish 
pond. You’re essentially turning wild-ish fish back out into the wild. 

This go-round, we made sure the water was deep enough to 
compensate for extreme weather changes.  We fed and cared 
for the fish, and when we felt safe, we named them. We loved 
that fish pond. Our friends and family loved that fish pond. It had 
a pump that fed a waterfall which made tranquil sounds and put 
oxygen into the happy fishes’ water. 

And we were careful to keep the pond clean, too.  Every so 
often, we would gently corral the fish into a large bucket, it was 
sorta like a mobile home for our finned friends, and I would drain 
the pond and get all the debris out. On one such spring cleaning, 
the city had made a significant change in the chlorine levels of 
our waters. We didn’t know that until one by one — Goldie, Star-
dust, Pepè Jr., Tiny, and the others — all started doing the 
side-stroke. Pet ownership is not for the faint of heart. 

Over the next several years, we would lose fish to raccoons, 
dogs, and one rescued water turtle that required us to drain the 
whole pond again in order to relocate him.  On the upside, most 
goldfish look similar, so they’re easy to replace. (And before you 
get upset, I’m not being species-ist. I have it on very good 
authority that they think we all look the same too.) 

For some unknown reason, we 
got it in our heads that based on 
our past success as pet owners 
and a blatant denial of science and 
medicine, we should try getting a 
dog…with fur…all over its body…

and let it live in our house.  The dog’s Christian name was 
“Noche,” (which is Spanish for night). She was a black cocker 
spaniel and incredibly cute. She did not, however, come with an 

“On/Off” switch or even a “Mute” button, so she talked for two 
days straight. It was the only sound that drowned out Ann-
Janette’s coughing, sneezing and wheezing.  In fact, the only 
time the dog was quiet was on the way back to the Pet store. 
(Probably didn’t see that coming.) 

The one pet we had the most success with is the one that 
required the least from us. There may be a correlation. 

Ann-Janette has long had an affinity toward turtles.  In fact, 
“turtle” was reportedly her first word. As such, she believes every 
turtle crossing the road has likely been orphaned and is there-
fore on a miles-long journey in search of family — which should 
of course be us. Judging by their reaction when we try to pick 
them up or shelter them in our backyard (some would say “hold 
captive”) the turtles don’t feel the same way. 

There was one turtle, however, who came to stay with us by 
choice. In fact, the day we found her, she was digging a hole in 
our backyard, no doubt claiming the land for the reptile nation. 
After a little research, we discovered “Tortie” had actually laid 
eggs that were schedule to hatch eight weeks later. 

As fate would have it, we were working in Chicago eight 
weeks to the day later, but Ann-Janette remembered. She had 
marked the place where the eggs were buried and asked a 
friend if she could check, in the unlikely event something had 
emerged from the ground.  Sure enough there was a small, flat 
replica of the mom turtle, that was about the size of a quarter.  
Ann-Janette had a joy only surpassed (slightly) by the birth of 
our own daughter. 

We ended up naming the baby turtle Lazzie, which was short 
for Lazarus, because on more than one occasion he got dehy-
drated and appeared dead, only to reanimate when we 
sprinkled him with water. Obviously, he was Catholic. Who knew. 

Lazzie stuck around for a couple years, hibernating near the 
pond and eating bugs and strawberries, because he refused 
to feed from the doll bottle that was offered to him multiple 
times. Soon, however, the 
wild called to him. Not 
quickly, but it did call. We 
had to let him go. 

And thus ended our pur-
suit of animal companionship. 
I often wonder if we’ll meet up 
with Lazzie again someday, in 
this life or the one to come.  
But for Lazzie, home is where 
his shell is…and that’s good 
enough for me.

We ended up naming the baby turtle Lazzie, which 
was short for Lazarus, because on more than one 
occasion he got dehydrated and appeared dead, 
only to reanimate when we sprinkled him with water. 
Obviously, he was Catholic. Who knew.
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Making life work is our life’s work.
• Skilled nursing 

• Physical therapy 

• Occupational therapy 

• Speech therapy

• Personal care, hygiene 

• Companionship 

• Assistance with 
  errands 

• Medical social work 

• Transportation 

• Home-health 
  management

Free consultations, call 918.333.8500

A Heavenly Touch
™

Cleaning    Service

We don’t just clean...we care!

Celebrating our 12-year anniversary

Residential & Commercial 

Call for a FREE estimate 
aheavenlytouchcleaning.com • 918.914.2159

Let Us do Your
Spring Cleaning

For You

COMMUNITY

Stumpff.org

©
ad
fin

ity
®

BARTLESVILLE CHAPEL
1600 SE Washington Boulevard

Bartlesville, OK 74006

(918) 333-4300

“Bartlesville’s only crematory”

 STUMPFF
F U N E R A L  H O M E S

&  C R E M AT O R Y

Authorized Licensed Provider of

Stumpff Funeral Home and Crematory 
has been a part of the Bartlesville 

community since 1966.

 Locally owned, locally operated,  
locally managed.



NOW YOU KNOW SPONSOR
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NOW YOU KNOW

Although Bartlesville is miles from the 
ocean spray, the Washington County 
Courthouse has served as Bartlesville’s 
Lighthouse for over 100 years, the sym-
bol of navigational guidance though the 
rough waters of financial, personal, busi-
ness and criminal activities that faced 
our City in her early years. From the 
steps of the Washington County Court-
house one can view all of Frank Phillips 
Blvd. west to the water tower capped 

“Mound.”  

Before the establishment of a court 
system, law and order was difficult to 
enforce in Indian Territory and almost 
total lawlessness prevailed until Okla-
homa’s Statehood. In fact, the lack of 
U.S. and Deputy Marshals, complicated 
by the distance they traveled to enforce 

the law, often created situations where 
individuals enforced the law themselves.   

In 1891, Jacob Bartles was host to a 
crowd of about 5,000 people for one of 
his annual three-day Fourth of July par-
ties. Twenty beeves were barbecued, the 
Indians danced, Bartles’ dynamo gener-
ator supplied electricity to illuminate the 
park and festivities continued well into 
the night. The celebrations got a little out 
of hand and by the time morning arrived, 
15 rowdy and intoxicated revelers were 
securely tied to trees “sleeping it off.” 

U.S. Marshals often trolled the area 
with arrest warrants in hand and a 
barred jail wagon in tow to transport 
prisoners to Fort Smith for trial.  

A building frenzy exploded in 
Bartlesville before Statehood; however, 

County governmental offices were 
spread around town, wherever space 
was found. 

Bartlesville’s first jail was located at 
Second and Johnstone Avenue and 
referred to as the “hen coop.” The “unfit” 
structure was a serious topic of City dis-
cussion when U.S. Marshals refused to 
house prisoners in the dilapidated and 
unsanitary conditions.     

As if that were not bad enough, in 
1907, the U.S. District Court was held on 
the second floor of the now razed Pem-
berton Building at 317-319 S. Johnstone 
Avenue. The Elks Club held their meet-
ings and social events on the third floor. 
Although Bartlesville and all of Indian 
Territory were “dry” at that time, one 
report indicated District Court was 

The Lighthouse of Washington County
by Debbie Neece, Bartlesville Area History Museum
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recessed to mop liquor leaking from the 
third floor festivities. Judge Gill was not 
at all pleased.     

By 1909, the jail matter had reached 
the District Court Grand Jury who ruled 
the jail was “unfit for any purpose” and 
demanded the structure be replaced. 
The new two-cell, concrete block City 
Jail was built at the northwest corner of 
4th Street and Dewey Avenue.  

City Hall was located at 122 W. 2nd 
Street before being relocated to 327 S. 
Dewey Avenue; then 612 S. Johnstone 
Avenue by 1933 (the now razed Civic 
Center); then 600 S. Dewey Avenue in 
1978 (the now razed Church of Christ); 
then in 1999 relocated to 401 S. John-
stone (former Maire/Burlingame Hotel). 

Washington County Commissioners 
thought the time had come to consoli-
date the governmental activities into one 
location. They approached the City 
Council in 1909 to “vacate Third Street 
between Delaware and Shawnee” so a 
courthouse could be built in the center 
of the street. Although the Council 
approved the location, it took three 
attempted bond proposals to obtain the 
$125,000 and final approval of the com-
munity on April 2, 1912.   

In the meantime, a new concrete 
block county jail was built in 1910, at 
509 E. 3rd, near the planned location of 
the new courthouse. This made room for 
the construction of the 1910 City Hall, 
police and fire department building at 
4th Street and Dewey Avenue.   

In 1913, Inland Construction Com-
pany of Chandler OK broke ground on 
the Washington County Courthouse 
designed by architect P.H. Weathers. 
Touted as fireproof, the four-story plus 
basement structure was built of Neo-
Classical architecture, with a 
combination of stone and brick, 
enhanced by a sweeping staircase to the 

second floor entrance below a lighted 
arched entry. The interior was graced 
with oak woodwork, a Tennessee marble 
staircase and the most amazing chande-
lier over the oval courtroom. 

January 26, 1914 the Washington 
County Commissioners ordered an elec-
tric sign to be placed atop the 
Courthouse. The historic two-story, 500 
globe illuminated sign was a lighthouse 
type beacon in the evening and could be 
seen for miles.  

According to a June 1914 newspaper 
article, “Workmen are busy building the 
iron framework which is to hold the elec-
tric sign over Washington County's new 
courthouse. The word ‘Washington’ is to 
be spelled in letters six feet high and 
below it the word ‘County’ will be embla-
zoned in five-foot letters. The Bartlesville 
Interurban Company is paying the 
expense of erecting the sign and the 
cost of lighting will be paid by the 
county.” 

The Courthouse was dedicated May 
2, 1914 with an old-fashion “house 
warming” including a parade and 
bunting decorations.  

Adorned with decorative awnings the 
Washington County Courthouse was 
once a popular location for photo oppor-
tunities as the Courthouse steps were a 
gathering place for WWI draftee calls-
ups, G.A.R. Conventions, Armistice Day 
celebrations, etc.   

After nearly six decades, Washington 
County’s “lighthouse” at 501 SE Frank 
Phillips Blvd. began a new life chapter.  

In June 1973, the County Court was 
relocated to the Federal Building at 5th 
Street and Johnstone Avenue, which 
had been occupied by the federal court 
and post office. The post office moved 
to its new location on Jennings.  

In 1980, the county placed the origi-
nal courthouse building up for sale.  

In 1981, members of the community 
succeeded in placing the courthouse on 
the National Register of Historic Places.  

In 1984, South Country Builders 
rehabilitated the building as First Court 
Place. The building is now home of Gra-
ham-Rogers Insurance and others.  

As for the two-story beacon atop the 
majestic home of the Washington 
County Courthouse? The removal was 
not documented in area newspapers. 
The sign just went away silently.  

Although vacated by county offices, 
the Washington County Courthouse 
building still stands as the statue of right 
and wrong and a beacon in the darkest 
times; the Lighthouse of Washington 
County. 

The construction of the Washing-
ton County Courthouse in the center 
of Third Street interrupted the traffic 
flow prompting the re-routing of Third 
Street and shortening of Second 
Street.   

Famed oilman, Frank Phillips 
passed away August 23, 1950 and as 
tribute to Mr. Phillips, on September 
27, 1951, Third Street was renamed 
Frank Phillips Blvd.  

The Frank Phillips Blvd. bridge was 
built to create a third main artery 
access to Highway 75, as well as ease 
the heavily traveled Hensley and 
Adams Blvd.  

And in case you wondered, in 
1969, to honor K.S. “Boots” Adams, 
7th Street was renamed Adams Blvd. 

Now You Know!

Did You Know?
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1

2

3

4

5

7Bruins JV Baseball vs 
Bixby 
5:30 & 7 PM; Bill Doenges 
Memorial Park Stadium 
   
OKWU Baseball vs  
Randall 
1:00 & 4 PM; OKWU Baseball 
Fields  
Bruins Baseball vs Bixby 
5:30 PM; Bill Doenges 
Memorial Park Stadium 
Bruins Soccer vs  
Ponca City 
6 PM; Custer Stadium (G) 
8 PM; Custer Stadium (B) 

  
Preschool Storytime 
11 AM; Bartlesville Library  
OKWU Softball vs  
Avila College 
4 PM; OKWU Softball Fields  

  
Bruins Baseball vs  
Sand Springs 
6 PM; Bill Doenges Memorial 
Park Stadium 

 

Parent’s Night Out 
6-10 PM; Good Shepherd 
Presbyterian Church 

h’ART of a Child 
12-4 PM; Richard Kane YMCA 
A free event for children of all 
ages. Raffle prizes and every 
child has a chance to win! 
Cookie Decorating 101 
2-4 PM; 3 Kids and A Cake 
Learn to decorate sugar 
cookies using royal icing!  

   
Bruin Tennis  
8 AM; Hillcrest Country Club 
Bruins JV Baseball vs 
Stillwater 
5 & 7 PM; Bill Doenges 
Memorial Park Stadium 

  
OKWU Baseball vs 
Oklahoma City Univ.  
12 PM; OKWU Baseball 
Fields   
OKWU Softball vs 
Southwestern Univ. 
3 & 5 PM; OKWU Softball 
Fields  
Bruins Baseball vs  
Stillwater 
6 PM; Bill Doenges Memorial 
Park Stadium 
 

  

OKWU Baseball vs Avila 
2 PM; OKWU Baseball Fields  
Bruin Soccer vs  
Broken Arrow 
6 PM; Custer Stadium (G) 
8 PM; Custer Stadium (B) 
 
Monthly LEGO Club 
10:30 AM; Bartlesville Public 
Library  
2019 Playdays 
10:30 AM; Bartlesville Round 
Up Club 
Egg Hunt 
10:30 AM; Bartlesville Health 
and Rehab  
OKWU Baseball vs Avila 
12 & 3 PM; OKWU Baseball 
Fields  

 

EC Kids Egg Hunt 
12:15 PM; East Cross United 
Methodist 
Children nursery aged through 
5th grade are welcome.  
 
Easter Egg Hunt 
6 PM; Virginia Avenue Baptist 
Bruin Soccer vs Jenks 
6 PM; Custer Stadium (G) 
8 PM; Custer Stadium (B) 

14

18

APRIL  
CALENDAR  
SPONSORED BY

8

9

12

13
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19 22 28

23

25

27

20

Good Friday; No School  
Bruins JV Baseball vs 
Sand Springs 
5 & 7 PM; Bill Doenges 
Memorial Park Stadium  
OKWU Baseball vs 
Southwestern Univ. 
5 PM; OKWU Baseball Fields  
 

Spirit Church Egg Drop 
9:30 AM; Sooner Park 
7th Annual Easter Fest 
in Dewey 
10:30 AM; Bulldogger Stadium 

Bruins JV Baseball vs  
Skiatook 
1 PM; Bill Doenges Memorial 
Park Stadium 
OKWU Baseball vs  
Southwestern Univ. 
1 & 4:30 PM; OKWU Baseball 
Fields  

Finding Neverland 
7:30 PM; Bartlesville 
Community Center 

29

30

Bruins Baseball vs 
Shawnee 
6 PM; Bill Doenges Memorial 
Park Stadium 

 
OKWU Softball vs 
Kansas Wesleyan 
2 & 4 PM; OKWU Softball 
Fields  
Bruins JV Baseball vs 
Collinsville 
5 PM; Bill Doenges Memorial 
Park Stadium 

 
Bruins Baseball vs 
Muskogee 
4:30 PM;Bill Doenges 
Memorial Park Stadium (JV) 
6:30 PM; Bill Doenges 
Memorial Park Stadium (V) 

 
LEGO Creation Contest 
9 AM; Bartlesville Public 
Library 
To register, visit the library's 
Youth Services desk and pick 
up the official form and rules.  
OKWU Softball vs  
McPherson 
1 & 3 PM; OKWU Softball 
Fields  

  
 
 
 

Sooner Jr Season Opener 
6 PM; Sooner Park 
Hosted by the Kiwanis Club of 
Bartlesville. Play a round on us – 
FREE ADMISSION!  Gates open at 
6 p.m., so enjoy a complimentary 
hot dog on your way in. 

 
Bruins Baseball vs Grove 
5 PM; Bill Doenges Memorial Park 
Stadium 

 
Welcome to the Jungle 
Concert 
10 AM; Bartlesville Community 
Center 
Join tour guide Stephen Fite as he 
leads you on a fast-paced and 
memorable journey through the 
jungle and rain forest. Learn some 
interesting facts, sing some rockin’ 
songs and learn to boogie like the 
animals do when no one is around. 
You never know who you’re going 
to run in to along the way: tigers, 
snakes or even monkeys teasing 
an alligator. Tickets are only $6 per 
seat and can be purchased by 
calling 800-234-9228. 

FOLLOW YOUR
FAVORITE TEAM!
GET THE BRUINS GAMEDAY
EXPERIENCE APP 

 Member FDIC

arvest.com
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Chick-fil-A Bartlesville
9183319956 • 602 SE Washington Blvd
www.facebook.com/cfabartlesville

Join us for colorful activities, fun
decorations and delicious samples!
Kids that attend will receive a FREE

6-count Chick-fil-A Nuggets.

Tuesday, April 16
5:30-7:30pm

FAMILY NIGHT
easter fun
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WHATEVER 
IT TAKES.®

Satisfaction 
Guaranteed!

Mon, Apr 1 

5:30 AM 

Xtreme Fitness Boot Camp 
Xtreme Fitness 

1914 SE Washington Blvd. 

The fitness boot camp is a fast-paced, 
full-body workout that caters to all fitness 
levels. 

10 AM 

Elder Care Open House Tour 
Elder Care 

1223 Swan Dr. 

Learn about Elder Care’s many programs 
that help mature adults live happy, 
healthy, independent lives. Take a guided 
tour of Elder Care. 

Woolaroc Animal Barn Open for 
the Season 
Woolaroc Museum & Wildlife Preserve 

1925 Woolaroc Ranch Road 

The Animal Barn is ever-changing, and 
includes rabbits, goats, chickens, pea-
cocks, donkeys, sheep, and more! 

Woolaroc Mountain Man Camp 
Open for the Season 
Woolaroc Museum & Wildlife Preserve 

1925 Woolaroc Ranch Road 

Learn the proper art of throwing a toma-
hawk, shoot a black powder rifle, view 
the inside of a tipi and see how people 
lived in the 1840's all within the beautiful 
grounds of Woolaroc! 

1 PM 

Watercolor & Acrylic Painting 
Classes  for Kids 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S. Dewey Ave. 

Instructor Ashley Droigk teaches the 
class from 1-8:30PM, Monday through 
Thursday, by appointment. Cost is $15 
per student for each one-hour session. 
Family rate of $10 per child is available. 

6 PM 

Oil Painting from Life 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S. Dewey Ave. 

Anne Spoon instructs the class, which 
runs through May 20, every Monday from 
6-8:15 PM. All ages and levels are wel-
come, and the cost is $220 for the 
course. 

Tue, Apr 2 

10 AM 

Fine Art Class 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S. Dewey Ave. 

Instructor Valerie Jones teaches art tech-
niques at the level of the individual. 
Classes are held every Tuesday from 
10am until noon, and the cost is $20 per 
week, plus a $10 fee if you do not bring 
your own art supplies.  

5 PM 

KWON Cooking Extravaganza 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd. 

Features celebrity chefs on stage. Enjoy 
a fun night out with family & friends, as 
the show highlights celebrity chefs from 
the surrounding area. Watch as chefs 
demonstrate recipes live Tickets are $11, 
and each person in attendance will 
receive a bag full of coupons & goodies, 
including the KWON Cooking Extrava-
ganza Cookbook. 

Wed, Apr 3 

9 AM 

Improve Your Painting! Workshop 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S. Dewey Ave. 

Christopher Westfall instructs the class,  
today & tomorrow from 9AM-4PM. 
Adults of all levels, cost is $210. 

1-4 PM 

Open Studio 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S. Dewey Ave. 

Bring your own project and supplies to 
enjoy the company of others while mak-
ing art. The open studio is free, and one 
of the most popular activities at the 
Bartlesville Art Association. 

7:30 PM 

Songbox 
Tinkers GlassHouse 

600 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

Music + Bingo = SONGBOX. Free to 
play! Win Prizes! 

Thu, Apr 4 

9 AM 

Improve Your Painting! Workshop 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S. Dewey Ave. 

See April 3 event for information. 

1 PM 

Beginning Watercolor Class 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S. Dewey Ave. 

Instructor Martha Reyburn teaches this 
weekly class. Finish a painting in two 
hours and have fun! Cost is $20 per class, 
all supplies are included. Contact Martha 
at marthareyburn@gmail.com to register 

1:30 PM 

Nutrition & Herb Study Group 
Hopestone Cancer Support Center 

206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

This group will study the uses, both med-
ical & everyday, of different herbs & good 
nutritional practices. 
 
 

Fri, Apr 5 

9 AM 

Caregiver Support Group 
Hopestone Cancer Support Center 

206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

All caregivers are welcome. 

7:30 PM 

7th Ave. presented by Bartlesville 
Community Concert Association 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd. 

Combining elements of pop, swing, rock-
abilly, country, and much more, 7th Ave 
is aiming to reinvent and uproot the stan-
dard definitions of those genres through 
innovative arrangements and fun music 
videos. Call 918-336-2787 for tickets. 

9 PM 

Live Music 
Solo Club 

408 E. 2nd St. 

Live Music featuring the Travis 
Kidd Band  
Osage Casino Bartlesville 

222 Allen Rd. 

Sat, Apr 6 

10 AM 

66th Annual Spring Art Show & Sale 
Price Tower Gallery 

510 S. Dewey Ave. 

Entering artists’ work will be displayed at 
Frank Lloyd Wright’s Price Tower and 
compete for awards and prizes. Artists 
may also offer their work for sale. The 
show runs through April 27. 

8 PM 

RPM in Concert 
Heritage Theatre Café & Pub 

306 E. Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

APRIL EVENTS CALENDAR 
Know of an upcoming event you would like to see on our calendar? Visit us at www.bartlesvillemonthly.com to submit a free listing!
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After Hours Clinic

No Appointment Necessary

Monday - Thursday
5:30pm - 7:00pm

Saturday
9:00am - Noon

Regular Clinic Hours

By Appointment Only

M - Th 8:00 - 5:00
Fri 8:00 - Noon

"Building a Healthy Community
One Individual at a Time."

Elizabeth Sherrock, MD

M. Ryan Vaclaw, MD

William Davito, DO

Donald Simmons, MD

Se Habla Español 918-331-9979www.primarycareassociatesbartlesville.com

Mark Erhardt, DO

Daniel Holdman, MD

Janice Shippy APRN, DNP

Sun, Apr 7 

12 PM 

h’ART of a Child hosted by Ray of 
Hope Advocacy Center 
Richard Kane YMCA 

101 N. Osage Ave. 

Join Ray of Hope Advocacy Center and 
celebrate Child Abuse Prevention Month 
with your family at h’ART of a Child, a 
FREE event for children of all ages, at the 
Richard Kane YMCA on Sunday, April 7th, 
from noon-4 p.m. There will be a variety 
of age-appropriate art stations including 
Hand Kites, Tic Tac Toe, Maracas, DIY 
Puzzles, Bookmarks, Photo Booth Fam-
ily Pics and so much more! We will be 
giving away some exciting raffle prizes 
and every child has a chance to win. 

2 PM 

Sacred & Secular: Musical Joy in 
Two Worlds 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd. 

Presented by the Bartlesville Choral 
Society, Sacred & Secular deals with 
issues of life and death in both sacred 
and secular musical. Moving from the 
sacred with “Requiem for the Living” by 
Dan Forrest to excerpts from “West Side 
Story”, “Porgy and Bess”, “Big River”, 

“Cats” and “The Barber of Seville” takes 
us on a journey between two musical 
worlds. 

Mon, Apr 8 

1 PM 

Watercolor & Acrylic Painting 
Classes  for Kids 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S. Dewey Ave. 

See April 1 for event information. 

6 PM 

Technician Licensing Class 
Red Apple Bowling Center 

1414 SE Washington Blvd. 

The amateur radio technician class will 
be held three times a week, Monday, 
Tuesday & Thursday, through June 21. 

Oil Painting from Life 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S. Dewey Ave. 

See April 1 event for information. 

Tue, Apr 9 

10 AM 

Fine Art Class 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S. Dewey Ave. 

See April 2 event for information. 

5:30 PM 

Women’s Cancer Support Group 
Hopestone Cancer Support Center 

206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

For all women currently in treatment, 
newly diagnosed, & all survivors. Join us 
to receive support from those who have 
been on a similar journey, make friends, 
& share ideas. Build lasting friendships & 
meaningful relationships. The second & 
fourth Tuesday of each month.  

Wed, Apr 10 

1-4 PM 

Open Studio 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S. Dewey Ave. 

See April 3 event for information. 

7:30 PM 

Songbox 
Tinkers GlassHouse 

600 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

See April 3 event for information. 

Thu, Apr 11   

1 PM 

Beginning Watercolor Class 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S. Dewey Ave. 

See April 4 event for information. 

1:30 PM 

Nutrition & Herb Study Group 
Hopestone Cancer Support Center 

206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

This group will study the uses, both med-
ical & everyday, of different herbs & good 
nutritional practices.  

6 PM 

APDA Parkinson's Caregivers  
Support Group Meeting  
Jane Phillips Medical Center Lower 
Level Classroom 

3500 E. Frank Phillips Blvd. 

7 PM 

Happiest Hour with Robbi Bell 
Heritage Theatre Café & Pub 

306 E. Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

Fri, Apr 12 

10 AM 

Spring Traders Encampment 
Woolaroc Museum & Wildlife Preserve 

1925 Woolaroc Ranch Road 

The Trader's Encampment is open to the 
public and guests are encouraged to 
park and walk through the camp. There 
is no additional admission required.  

7 PM 

Murder Mystery 3 Door to Death 
Heritage Theatre Café & Pub 

306 E. Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

9 PM 

Live Music 
Solo Club 

408 E. 2nd St. 

Live Music featuring the  
HighFidelics  
Osage Casino Bartlesville 

222 Allen Rd. 

Sat, Apr 13 

8 AM 

Operation Clean House 
Phillips 66 parking lot & the Washington 
County Barn 

Come dispose your hazardous house-
hold waste free of charge. For info 
contact Liz Brittain 918-977-4795. 

10 AM 

The Hangover Brunch: A  
Fundraiser for Theater Bartlesville 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd. 

A late morning brunch hosted by Andy 
Dossett, Emily Allen-Worrell, and Troy 
Martin. Enjoy a breakfast taco bar, bagel 
bar with all the fixings, a sweets bar, 
mimosa bar, bloody mary bar, coffee bar, 
basically any bar you could think of! 
Award for Best Pajamas. Enjoy free trivia 
for prizes, a silent auction, and a major 
raffle for a trip to LAS VEGAS! Tickets are 
$50/single ticket or a table of 8 for $375. 
Price covers trivia, food, non-alcoholic 
drinks and two alcoholic drink vouchers. 
Spring Traders Encampment 
Woolaroc Museum & Wildlife Preserve 

1925 Woolaroc Ranch Road 

See April 12 event for information. 

1 PM 

SAFE-NOW Women’s Self-Defense 
Class 
Guise Premier Martial Arts 

1023 NE Washington Blvd. 

Free self-defense class taught by a 6th 
degree black belt. Open to women & girls 
13 years and older. Space is limited. 
Email oksafenow@gmail.com to register. 

7 PM 

Coppélia presented by the 
Bartlesville Civic Ballet 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd. 

Ticket prices range from $9 to $21. Visit 
the Bartlesville Community Center web-
site or call 918-336-2787 for tickets. 

Jazz Night at the Heritage 
Heritage Theatre Café & Pub 

306 E. Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

Jo Hemian Jazz Syndicate and The Her-
itage Theatre is hosting an evening of the 
Jazz music, featuring an awesome line 
up of performers, including: Ashlee 
Elmore, Zach Elkins, Spencer Wilson 
Dean Demerritt, Chris Peters, Morris 
McCorvey & Sophie Walker. Celebrate 
with a special set of Taxation Libations to 
help you face the ensuing tax day. 

8 PM 

Live Music 
Price Tower Copper Bar 

510 S Dewey Ave. 

8:30 PM 

Karaoke 
Painted Horse Bar & Grille 

110 SW Frank Phillips Blvd. 

Trivia Night 
Tinkers GlassHouse 

600 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

Come play trivia with Triviago. Teams of 
up to 6 people. Free to play. Prize for 
winning team. 

Sun, Apr 14 

2 PM 

Coppélia presented by the 
Bartlesville Civic Ballet 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd. 

See April 13 event for information. 

Mon, Apr 15 - Tax Day! 

1 PM 

Watercolor & Acrylic Painting 
Classes  for Kids 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S. Dewey Ave. 

See April 1 event for information. 

6 PM 

Oil Painting from Life 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S. Dewey Ave. 

See April 1 for event information. 

Tue, Apr 16 

10 AM 

Fine Art Class 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S. Dewey Ave. 

See April 2 event for information. 
 
 

EVENTS CALENDAR
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Wed, Apr 17 

1-4 PM 

Open Studio 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S. Dewey Ave. 

See April 3 event for information. 

7:30 PM 

Songbox 
Tinkers GlassHouse 

600 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

See April 3 event for information. 

Thu, Apr 18 

1:30 PM 

Nutrition & Herb Study Group 
Hopestone Cancer Support Center 

206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

See April 4 for event information. 

5 PM 
Parkinson’s Support Group 
Elder Care 
1223 Swan Dr. 

Open to those with Parkinson’s disease 
& their families. Guest speakers, break-
out sessions & socialization. Call 
918-336-8500 for info. 

6 PM 
Civitan Servant’s Heart Awards 
Ceremony & Dinner 
Bartlesville Senior Citizen Apartments 

1001 Leisure Lane 

This award celebrates an outstanding 
hero in our community who supports 
families & individuals who are affected by 
intellectual & developmental disabilities. 

7 PM 

Happiest Hour with Jimmy Johnson 
Heritage Theatre Café & Pub 

306 E. Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

Fri, Apr 19 - Good Friday 

6 PM 

Showtime Karaoke Contest 
Heritage Theatre Café & Pub 

306 E. Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

9 PM 
Live Music 
Solo Club 

408 E. 2nd St. 

Str8ght Shot in Concert 
Osage Casino Bartlesville 

222 Allen Rd. 

Sat, Apr 20 

7 PM 

Poetry Night with Morris McCorvey 
Heritage Theatre Café & Pub 

306 E. Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

7:30 PM 

Finding Neverland presented by 
Broadway in Bartlesville 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd. 

The winner of Broadway.com’s Audience 
Choice Award for Best Musica. Ticket 
prices range from $21 to $64. visit the 
Bartlesville Community Center website 
or call 918-336-2787 for tickets. 

8 PM 

Live Music 
Price Tower Copper Bar 

510 S Dewey Ave. 

8:30 PM 

Karaoke Contest 
Tinkers GlassHouse 

600 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

Come show off your singing skills with 
Jacky and Michel.$100 cash for first 
place. 21 & over. 

Sun, Apr 21 - Easter  

10:45 AM 

Easter Service 
Eastern Heights Baptist Church 

1331 SE Swan Dr. 

1 PM 
Free Family Funday 
Price Tower 

510 S. Dewey Ave. 

Free exhibition admission and feature 
themed crafts that highlight the exhibi-
tion or the season. Crafts will engage 
children and youth into an educational, 
artistic experience in the gallery of the 
Price Tower Arts Center. 

Mon, Apr 22 

1 PM 

Watercolor & Acrylic Painting 
Classes  for Kids 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S. Dewey Ave. 

See April 1 event for information. 

6 PM 

Oil Painting from Life 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S. Dewey Ave. 

See April 1 event for information. 

Tue, Apr 23 

10 AM 

Fine Art Class 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S. Dewey Ave. 

See April 2 event for information. 

5:30 PM 

Women’s Cancer Support Group 
Hopestone Cancer Support Center 

206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

See April 9 event for information. 

6:30 PM 

ArtNight presented by the 
Bartlesville Art Association 
Bartlesville Art Association 

500 S. Dewey Ave. 

Join us for ArtNight on Tuesday, April 23 
with art dynamo and Bartlesville native 
Mary Beth Babcock.  Described as "ten 
pounds of Okie enthusiasm in a five-
pound bag," some of Mary Beth's 
projects have included Dwelling Spaces, 
Book Smart Tulsa, the Blue Dome Arts 
Festival, and more. Refreshments will be 
served and there will be a raffle with 
donated door prizes. The public is invited 
to this free event. 
 
 

Wed, Apr 24 

1-4 PM 

Open Studio 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S. Dewey Ave. 

See April 3 event for information. 

7:30 PM 

Songbox 
Tinkers GlassHouse 

600 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

See April 3 event for information. 

Thu, Apr 25 

1-3 PM 

Beginning Watercolor Class 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S. Dewey Ave. 

See Feb. 7 for event information. 

1:30 PM 

Nutrition & Herb Study Group 
Hopestone Cancer Support Center 

206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

This group will study the uses, both med-
ical & everyday, of different herbs & good 
nutritional practices.  

5:30 PM 
Golden Hour 
Elder Care 

1223 Swan Dr. 

Free social evening with live entertain-
ment, food, and giveaways. The event is 
open to anyone over the age of 60.  

7 PM 

Happiest Hour with Jason Ray Wilson 
Heritage Theatre Café & Pub 

306 E. Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

Fri, Apr 26 

12:15 PM 
Civitan Park Pavilion Dedication 
Civitan Park 

1430 SE Silver Lake Rd. 

The pavilion at Civitan Park has finally 
been completed! The public is invited to 
this pavilion dedication. 

8 PM 

Fools on Stools: Live at the Heritage 
Heritage Theatre Café & Pub 

306 E. Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

9 PM 
Live Music 
Solo Club 

408 E. 2nd St. 

Pumpkin Hollow Band in Concert 
Osage Casino Bartlesville 

222 Allen Rd. 

Sat, Apr 27 

9 AM 

SAFE-NOW’s Walk a Mile in Her 
Shoes 2019 
Frank Phillips Park 

222 Frank Phillips Blvd. 

Calling all men & women! Grab your high 
heels and walk a symbolic mile to help 
end sexual assault and domestic vio-
lence. To register please visit the website  
crowdrise.com/safenow2019. 

6 PM 

9th Annual Harley Party 
Bartlesville Municipal Airport 

Bartlesville Municipal Airport Hangar No. 5 

Harley Party tickets are $35, which gets 
you in the door and gives you a chance 
to win the ultimate door prize, a brand 
new silver 2019 Harley-Davidson. Only 
1,000 tickets will be sold and must be 21 
to enter. The event supports the Boys & 
Girls Club of Bartlesville. 

8 PM 

Live Music 
Price Tower Copper Bar 

510 S Dewey Ave. 

The Jennifer Mariott Band 
Heritage Theatre Café & Pub 

306 E. Don Tyler Ave., Dewey 

Sun, Apr 28 

12 PM 

8 PM 

Mac Powell and the  
Family Reunion 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd. 

Calling all sisters, brothers, aunts, uncles 
and cousins! If you are a lover of music 
that is a little bit of Rock... a little bit of 
Country... a little bit of Gospel... and a 
Whole Lotta Love... then you are wel-
come to attend the family reunion! 
Tickets Range from $22.50 - $72.50. 
Group Sales: Buy 4 or more tickets at 
one time, save 15% on all price levels. 

Mon, Apr 29 

7:30 PM 

Sons of Serendip presented by the 
Bartlesville Community Concert Assoc. 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd. 

Sons of Serendip were finalists on sea-
son 9 of America’s Got Talent. They 
continue to create beautiful music 
through the use of harp, piano, cello, and 
voice. Ticket prices range from $19 to 
$34. visit the Bartlesville Community 
Center website or call 918-336-2787 for 
tickets. 

1 PM 

Watercolor & Acrylic Painting 
Classes  for Kids 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S. Dewey Ave. 

See Feb. 4 for event information. 

Tue, Apr 30 

10 AM 

Fine Art Class 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S. Dewey Ave. 

See April 2 event for information. 

EVENTS CALENDAR
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EVENTS CALENDAR

MONDAY 

9 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

10 AM 

Citizenship Class 
Bartlesville Public Library 

4:30 PM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

5 PM 

Vinyasa Yoga 
2nd Street Flat 

5:30 PM 

Spanish Class 
Bartlesville Public Library 

TUESDAY 

8 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

9:30 AM 

Gentle Yoga & Meditation 
Bliss Studio 

10 AM 

Fine Art Class 
BAA Price Tower Design Center 

Caregiver Support Group 
Elder Care 

6 PM 

Prana Vinyasa Flow Yoga 
Hillcrest Country Club 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

7 PM 

Tuesday Trivia 
Painted Horse Bar & Grill 

Darts 
Solo Club 

WEDNESDAY 

9 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

9 AM 

Tapestry Weaving Class 
Price Tower Design Center 

10 AM 

Babies & Toddlers Storytime 
Bartlesville Public Library 

11 AM 

Preschooler Storytime 
Bartlesville Public Library 

1 PM 

Open Studio 
Price Tower Design Center 

4:30 PM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

6 PM 

REFIT 
Bartlesville Public Library 

Vinyasa Yoga 
2nd Street Flat 

Citizenship Class 
Bartlesville Public Library 

THURSDAY 

8 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

9:30 AM 

Prana Vinyasa Flow Yoga 
Bartleville Civic Ballet Studio 

Gentle Yoga & Meditation 
Bliss Studio 

10 AM 

Babies & Toddlers Storytime 
Bartlesville Public Library 

ESL Conversion Class 
Bartlesville Public Library 

WW Wellness Workshop 
Bartlesville Community Center 

11 AM 

Preschooler Storytime 
Bartlesville Public Library 

1 PM 

All-Ages Storytime 
Bartlesville Public Library 

Beginning Watercolor Art Class 
Price Tower Design Center 

5:30 PM 

WW Wellness Workshop 
Bartlesville Community Center 

6 PM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

 

7 PM 

Nightshift Karaoke 
Osage Casino 

9 PM 

Angelo’s Karaoke (21+) 
Angelo’s Tavern 

FRIDAY 

5:30 AM 

Power Yoga & Meditation 
Bliss Studio 

9 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

10 AM 

Fine Art Class 
Price Tower Design Center 

11 AM 

Power Yoga & Meditation 
Bliss Studio 

12 PM 

Eat Healthy, Be Active 
Bartlesville Public Library 

9 PM 
Live Music 
Solo Club 

9 PM 
Live Music 
Osage Casino 

SATURDAY 

8:30 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

10 AM 

Bartlesville Artisan Market 
Washington Park Mall 

WCSPCA Adoption Event 
Petco 

Gentle Yoga & Meditation 
Bliss Studio 

7 PM 

Gentle Stretch Yoga 
2nd Street Flat 

SUNDAY 

7 PM 

Gentle Stretch Yoga 
2nd Street Flat

RECURRING 
E V E N T S

2nd Street Flat 
118 A W. 2nd St.

Angelo’s Tavern 
130 S. Cherokee Ave.

Bartlesville Art Association 
Price Tower Design Center 
500 S. Dewey Ave.

Bartlesville Artisan Market 
Washington Park Mall 
2350 SE Washington Blvd.

Bartlesville Public Library 
600 S. Johnstone Ave.

Bliss Studio 
319 S. Dewey Ave.

Elder Care 
1223 Swan Dr.

Osage Casino 
222 Allen Road

Painted Horse Bar & Grille 
110 SW Frank Phillips Blvd.

Solo Club 
408 E. 2nd St.

Bartlesville Weight Watchers 
Bartlesville Community Center 
300 SE Adams Blvd.

Bartlesville Yoga 
MON/THURS: Bartlesville 
Civic Ballet Studio, 110 W. 2nd 
TUES: Hillcrest Country Club, 
1901 Price Road

Upper Room Noon  
Worship Service 
Johnstone/Sare Bldg. - 3rd Floor
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PUTTING THE         INu

OKLAHOMA’S PREMIER MUSIC FESTIVAL

JUNE 8-14

35TH ANNIVERSARY

OKMMUSIC.ORG / 918.336.9900

TICKETS / BARTLESVILLECOMMUNITYCENTER.COM

Painting by Ragon Steele

2019
TICKETS ARE 

ON SALE NOW!



Now Leasing brand new 1, 2 & 3 Bedroom apartments

918.333.8225 

1501 SE Bison Rd, 

Bartlesville 

bisontrails-ok.com



Planting Seeds
Spring Reminds Us that there is Reason to be Hopeful

by Rev. Kelley Becker, Senior Minister at Disciples Christian Church

By the time April comes around, 
most of us are ready for warmer tem-

peratures, more 
daylight hours, 
and the promise 
that spring really 
is just around 
the corner. Fires 
in our fireplaces 
and chili in the 
crockpot have 
long lost their 
appeal. We are 
ready to open 

the windows, let in the fresh air, and 
fire up the grill.  

Spring is a time of fresh beginnings, 
new life, and glimmers of hope. We 
can see the fresh beginnings in our 
budding trees and in the daffodils 
breaking through the soil in our flower 
beds. We can hear the signs of new life 
in the songs of the birds and the chirp-
ing of the crickets. These things 
remind us that the cold and dreariness 
of winter is not permanent. The coming 
of spring reminds us that hope is 

everywhere; we just have to take time 
to notice it. 

Hope requires us to see beyond 
what is right in front of us and look to 
what can be. It encourages us to be 
patient, to use our imaginations, and to 
dream. Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
wrote, “Hope is being able to see that 
there is light despite all the darkness.” 

There’s a hymn our church sings 
around Easter that highlights the 
importance of seeing beyond the here 
and now.  

In the bulb there is a flower; 
In the seed, an apple tree; 
In cocoons, a hidden promise,  
Butterflies will soon be free! 
In the cold and snow of winter  
There’s a spring that waits to be, 
Unrevealed until its season, 
Something God alone can see. 

Words & Music by Natalie Sleeth, 1986  
(Chalice Hymnal, Chalice Press, 1995) 

It’s easy, especially in the dark-
ness of winter, to focus on the things 
about our lives and the world that we 

don’t like. We complain about the 
weather. We aren’t happy with our 

“winter weight.” It’s easy to forget that 
everything changes. Spring reminds 
us, in so many ways, that there is 
reason to be hopeful. There is reason 
to believe the things we don’t like 
about our current situation are not 
permanent. We can see this as 
brown grass turns green and as we 
suddenly realize there is still daylight 
after supper.  

The one thing that is permanent is 
love. Love endures when we are at 
our best and our worst. Love encour-
ages us when we forget we were 
created on purpose, for a purpose. 
Love strengthens us when hope 
seems like a far-off glimmer. My faith 
tradition teaches that all love comes 
from God and God’s love is for every-
one. Know that no matter who you 
are, what you have done or said, or 
what you believe, you are loved by 
God…just the way you are.  

Enjoy the sights, sounds, and 
smells of spring!

REV. KELLEY 
BECKER
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A GOOD WORD



SHAMROCK THE VILLE

PRICE TOWER GALA
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OUT AND ABOUT



BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS

OFFICER OF THE YEAR
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OUT AND ABOUT
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Call today to see how easily 
neighbors can become family 
at Brookdale.

We’re close by  
    if you need us.

© 2018 Brookdale Senior Living Inc. All rights reserved. BROOKDALE SENIOR LIVING and  
BRINGING NEW LIFE TO SENIOR LIVING are registered trademarks of Brookdale Senior Living Inc.

Bringing New Life to Senior Living® brookdale.com

176962 SR

Brookdale Bartlesville South
Assisted Living
3737 South East Camelot Drive
Bartlesville, Oklahoma 74006
(918) 331-9409

Brookdale Bartlesville North 
Assisted Living
5420 South East Adams Boulevard
Bartlesville, Oklahoma 74006
(918) 333-9400

If you’re an older adult living at home, consider a change to Brookdale. We’re located near by,  
and we’d love you to see all the life-enhancing amenities available to you.

• Fabulous, home-cooked meals compliments of our dining team
• Private apartments with the comforts of home
• Personalized services from a dedicated, nurturing staff
• Opportunities to engage your interests, passions and purpose 

ANN I V ERSARY

YEARS & STRONG
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SPRING HAS SPRUNG!

BARTLESVILLE’S  

FAVORITE  

Garden Center

• Retaining Walls 
• Landscaping

• Irrigation 
• Much More

• Garden Gifts 
• Custom Planting 

OPEN: 
Mon - Fri: 8 am - 5:30 pm 

Sat: 9 am - 4 pm

111 SE Beck, Bartlesville 

 918-333-3248

Large Selection of 
• Vegetables • Shrubs • Annuals • Perennials

Take Your Life Back

turnprogram.com

Text “TURN” to 918-350-0120

Does being overweight  

make you sad?

57 LBS LOST! 50 LBS LOST! 146 LBS LOST TOTAL!

$6.90 

 Per Session



The A. E. &
Jaunita Richardson

Foundation

present

Our Prime Sponsors: Bartlesville Print Shop, Bartlesville Regional United Way, 
Central States Business Forms, Dink’s Pit Bar--Que,

Shelley Koster/ Keller Williams Realty, Osage Casino, & Truity Credit Union
Artwork by Tyler Crow



Amidst the open prairie, rolling hills, and big sky of the 
historic Mullendore Cross Bell Ranch, Elder Care will cel-
ebrate The Good, The Bad and The Barbeque for one last 
time on May 11 at 6:00 p.m.  

The 21st annual event will welcome back close to 900 
guests for dinner, live music, dancing, silent and live auc-
tions and unmatched enjoyment. This year will be the last 
year for the event at the Cross Bell Ranch; in 2020 it will 
be moving to an exciting new location. 

“Over the past 20 years we have been very fortunate to 
have been guests of the Mullendore family,” said Event 
Chair Virginia Sawyer.  “They have made a tremendous 

contribution to the suc-
cess of our event and the 
financial support it gener-
ates for Elder Care’s  
important programs for 
seniors and caregivers  in 
Washington, Nowata, and 
Osage counties. Although 
we look forward to estab-
lishing a new tradition for 
the Barbeque in a new 
location, it will be truly bit-
tersweet to leave the 
Cross Bell. We invite 
everyone to join us for a 
last wonderful evening in 
this magnificent setting.” 

Tickets to the 21st Annual The Good, The Bad and The 
Barbeque are $65 per person or $800 for a reserved table 
of eight. To purchase tickets on-line, go to www.elder-
carebbq.org. For more information about the event or to 
become a sponsor, please contact Deirdre McArdle at 
918-336-8500 or dmcardle@abouteldercare.org.  

For additional information about Elder Care’s pro-
grams, please visit www.abouteldercare.org. 

Riding Off Into the Sunset
The Good, The Bad & The Barbeque Moving to New Venue in 2020

Members of the Mullendore family, from left: Madeline Hahnfeld,  
Mary Elizabeth Hahnfeld, John Mecom, Lila Mecom & Alexis Fogarty.

The Good, The Bad & The Barbeque 
May 11 at 6PM 

Mullendore Cross Bell Ranch 

$65 each or Table of 8 for $800
KANDELYNE BISHOP
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END OF AN ERA
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Take a Shot
at Better 

Senior Living

Call (918) 335-2086 to schedule a visit.
1025 Swan DriveBartlesville, OK 74006

When it comes to choosing the right senior living 
community, a little smart strategy comes into play. 
Whether you or someone you love is considering 
independent living, assisted living or memory care, 
we hope Green Country Village is on the table. 
With exceptional private residences, welcoming 
neighbors and nearly non-stop activities, it’s the 
place to live, connect, grow.

GreenCountryVillage.com

1025 Swan Drive  •  Bartlesville, OK 74006 Not-For-Pro昀t Organization
9/18

Teachers, do you have a co-worker  

who deserves a little extra credit? 

A teacher who goes above & beyond to make a difference in kids’ lives? 

Tell us about them!

Send us a message on Facebook with their name, school & grade level 

taught and let us know in 500 words or less why they deserve to be 

named Teacher of the Month!

@bmonthly magazine

We’ll recognize one winner each month now through the end of the school year. The Teacher of the Month 

will be featured in our next month’s issue and receive an awesome prize package. Nominations are  

due by the 10th of each month. Once nominated, every teacher will remain a contender throughout  

the school year.  All winners will be entered into our Teacher of the Year contest.

Monthly Sponsors

Tate Boys Tire & Service 

Chick-fil-A 

Sugarica 

Outpost Coffee 

Denial Hair Salon

Sal’s Daylight Donuts 

Bartlesville Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram 

Fusion Massage & Wellness 

Painted Horse Bar & Grille 

Pop’s Daylight Donuts 
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TEACHER OF THE MONTH

by Tim Hudson

Sandra Fratzke of Wesleyan 
Christian School has been 
selected as the bMonthly Teacher 
of the Month. Sandra has been 
teaching third grade at the school 
for 21 years, and was good 
enough to sit down with us for a 
short interview. 

What is your favorite subject 
to teach? 

A: I love teaching math.  We 
teach a variety of challenging 
concepts and I love to see the 

“lightbulb” click as students catch 
on to the new concepts. 

What made you want to 
start teaching? 

A: I have had a desire to teach 
since as early as I can remember.  
My mother used to take my sis-
ters and I to the library and I 
would use that opportunity to 

“teach” my sisters with our new 
library books in the back of our 
car.  They were my first class-
room of students. 

Can you tell our readers 
about a time when you felt like 
you made a difference in a stu-
dent’s life?   

A: I greatly enjoy teaching Bible 
lessons at the beginning of the 
day.  We are constantly teaching 
to the heart of the student, hop-
ing that through the lessons we 
are instilling biblical character 
within our students.  Biblical  
concepts are being taught 
through all areas of our study and 
our relationships with each other 
throughout the day.  I cannot 

think of only one situation, but I 
pray that I have been able to help 
plant the seeds for life long foun-
dations that will carry the 
students to where God can con-
tinue to use them throughout 
their lifetime! 

What do you wish people 
knew about teaching? 

A: Teaching is not just about edu-
cating the child in academics, but 
we work on social, relational, 
spiritual and academic learning.  

There is so much more that is 
involved within a classroom and 
the seven hours that we are with 
the students.  Teachers do not 
choose the profession of teach-
ing unless there is a calling to 
impact souls for life.   

What are your plans for the 
future? 

A: I don’t see myself doing any-
thing other than teaching. What a 
joy and an opportunity to impact 
the future.

Teacher of the Month: Sandra Fratzke
Wesleyan Christian School Teacher Claims Monthly Honor
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• We’re here to educate & help patients with a 

medical marijuana card safely treat chronic 

symptoms with medical cannabis 

•   CBD line of products with terpenes 

•   Education-driven environment 

•   Physician ownership 

Relief is here

Now Open

2700 SE Washington Blvd       |       918.214.8775       |       GreenLeafBartlesville.com

Like us on 
Facebook to stay 
updated on our 

progress

NOW OPEN

2700 SE Washington Blvd
Bartlesville, OK

74006

918-331-2329

Restorations Medical Spa is Moving!
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Summer Camp Themes

Pique your kids’ curiosity this summer with Tri County Tech’s Summer Camp! A wide variety of 

exciting camp themes ensures a fun, safe, and engaging environment for your child to have a 

blast and learn a little something, too. Meet new friends with similar interests, take a field trip, 

and explore all the camp has to offer! Breakfast, lunch, and snacks are provided. Our camp is 

designed for students in grades 3rd through 9th, with an attitude for adventure.

TriCountyTech.edu/SummerCamp

Art Workshop

Imagineering Crafts

Engineering Quest

Chef Academy

Coding w/RaspberryPi

Daring Drones

Entrepreneurship

Rowdy Robotics

Science, Ewwww!!
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FIELDS’ PHILOSOPHY

In 1999, I traveled north to a hunting camp in Buf-
falo County, Wisconsin. I was beyond excited. At the 
time, Buffalo County was known for producing big 
bucks and had more deer per acre than any county 
in the United States.  Al, my ex-second cousin-in-
law (yes that is a real thing), owned a farm in the 
county and invited a handful of folks from all 
around.  Little did we know at the time, the trip 
would be the first of many that not only produced 
several big bucks but more importantly, created life-
long friends. 

The tradition started around July each year with 
the email invite from Al, and the banter would begin. 
A few months later we would all come together and 
spend a few days hunting, eating, and laughing.  
Each year, I was dead set on harvesting a deer and 
would spend the bulk of my time in the woods pur-
suing “Bullwinkle,” our group’s name for the elusive 

“big one.”  I would be up early, stay late, and hunt in 
the rain and snow — no condition was too harsh.  
On the other hand, Al and Drew would get up bright 
and early, hunt for a couple of hours, then make 
their way back to the comfort of the house where 
they would spend hours talking and reliving the 
good old days.  Al and Drew were high school class-
mates and 20 years older than me. I couldn't believe 
they were not hunting more.  After all, the license to 
hunt was $200, we only had a few days, and that 
was the whole point of the trip. 

Our annual hunt eventually moved to the eastern 
shore of Virginia.  Over the years, others got invited 
here and there, but the three of us remained the core. 

After about eight years into the tradition, I found 
myself spending more time around the table with my 
two dear friends than I did in the woods.  We would 
sit by the fire, laugh, and tell the same bad jokes as 
the year before.  We would also shed a few tears as 
we discussed the reality of life.  Since our tradition 
started, the three of us have lost both of our parents, 
as well as spouses, through death or divorce.  

I still hunted, but my focus shifted from shooting 
to spending precious time with my friends.  Interest-
ingly, an odd thing happened. While I was spending 
less time “hunting,” I became a more successful 
hunter. Don't get me wrong, I prepared and put in 
the time, but hunting wasn't my number priority, my 
friends were. I was no longer trying to impress. 

My professional career has followed a similar 
path.  For years, I spent hours and hours grinding it 
out, trying to impress. Like my hunting, I enjoyed 
some success, but there wasn't a “Bullwinkle” on 
my wall. When I started focusing more on those 
around me than I did myself, I was able to find a real 
sense of purpose that allowed me to harvest plenty 
of “big bucks.” 

However, the real joy for me has been observing 
others that I have helped equip to get the win and 
bring home the trophy. 

Leadership guru John C. Maxwell puts it this way: 
“When you open a door for yourself, you open one 
door; when you open a door for others, you open 
two doors.”

The Real Trophy
by Lindel Fields
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©2019 OSAGE CASINO. MUST BE 18 TO PARTICIPATE. MUST BE 21 TO PURCHASE OR CONSUME ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES. 
MANAGEMENT RESERVES ALL RIGHTS. IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A GAMBLING PROBLEM, PLEASE CALL 1-800-522-4700.

8 7 7 . 2 4 6 . 8 7 7 7  /  o s a g e c a s i n o . c o m

GRAB  YOUR FRIENDS AND HEAD TO OSAGE CASINO – BARTLESVILLE! 

PLAY YOUR FAVORITE GAMES THEN KICK BACK AND RELAX WITH A 
REFRESHING DRINK AND FRESHLY-PREPARED MEAL AT THE NINE18 BAR.

S U N DAY
1 1 A M  –  3 P M

BR U N C H

FRIDAY
5PM –  9PM

SEAFOOD BUFFET

T H U R S DAY
5PM –  9PM

SAT U RDAY
5PM –  9PM

STEAK N IGHT

B U F F E T  H O U R S

L O C A T I O N

Bartlesville

Osage
Casino

ADAMS BLVD.

WOOLAROC

SMOKE SHOP

CR 2145

CR 2706

CR 2145

60

75123

N



There is just no place in the world 
like Woolaroc, the country home of 
Phillips Petroleum Company founder 
Frank Phillips and his wife Jane. 
Every visit is unique, and that is 
mainly due to the animals. Since 
1925, Woolaroc has been home to 
more than 30 varieties of native and 
exotic animals and birds, most of 
which roam free on the 3,700-acre 
wildlife preserve. “Uncle Frank” 
worked with several wild animal 
experts to obtain a wide variety of 
animals from around the world 
because he wanted to make sure 
they could adapt to the Oklahoma 
climate.  

On July 25, 1925, around 200 
Mexican brush goats were the first to 
arrive at the ranch southwest of 
Bartlesville. Phillips eventually sold 
them at a loss and later learned they 
were the source of intestinal para-
sites that killed many other animals. 
In the fall of 1925, Phillips decided 
buffalo should be there. He wanted 
buffalo to be the symbol of Woolaroc. 
He had earlier ordered a dozen bison, 
elk, and white-tailed deer from the 
Wichita National Wildlife Preserve 
when he decided to purchase over 
100 bison from South Dakota. They 
arrived in January of 1926 at the 
Okesa railhead just a few miles from 
Woolaroc. Upon their arrival, Phillips 
owned one of the largest buffalo 
herds in the United States. Many 
descendants of that original herd are 
at Woolaroc today.  

The idea of a game preserve was 
a perfect fit given the spirit of con-
servation that existed at the time.  
But buying and caring for animals 
was totally different than running an 
oil company.  In fact, just finding an 
animal to ensure it remained healthy 
was a real chore. But Phillips was 
determined to be successful.   

Arriving at Woolaroc in the early 
years were wild turkeys, quail, geese, 
swans, ducks and ostriches. Then 
came reindeer, white fallow deer, and 
even zebras. Crowds of townspeople 
would gather at the train depots 
where the animals were delivered to 
watch the unloading and, oftentimes, 
parading around of Bartlesville’s lat-
est arrivals.  

Today, Woolaroc is a working 
ranch that maintains the animals for 
the enjoyment of guests in a natural, 
protected setting. And a lot of hard 
work takes place behind the scenes.  

“Our job is to make sure this place 
is here for people to enjoy 100 years 
from now,” said Ranch Manager Jim 

Marsh who has worked at Woolaroc 
for 33 years.  

The ranch crew, most of whom 
have worked on the ranch for over 
20 years, is responsible for making 
sure the wildlife is taken care of all 
year long.  

While driving the two-mile road 
from the entrance along Highway 
123 to the lodge and museum, it is 
common to spot bison, elk, longhorn 
cattle, and different varieties of deer 
that freely roam the preserve. Water 
buffalo, llamas, aoudads, zebras, 
ostriches, and highland cattle are 
usually easily seen as well. Visitors 
should remember to remain in their 
vehicles because the animals are 
wild and can be unpredictable.  

But adults and children alike can 
get close to some of the smaller 
breeds of animals in the Animal Barn, 
which started in the 1970s. It opens 
again on Memorial Day.  

Yes, Woolaroc is very special…
just like the man who created it. 

Animals Make Woolaroc Special
Preserve has Housed More than 30 Varieties of Wildlife
by Mike Wilt
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WIC supports 53% of all infants 
born in the U.S. Someone you 
know may be eligible.

Pregnant and Postpartum Women, Infants and Children up 
to age 5 who receive SoonerCare automatically qualify!  

Participants DO NOT have to be Native American to receive 
benefits! Spread the word! Call 1-800-460-1006 for more 

information. Clinic locations in Pawhuska, Skiatook, Hominy, 
Bartlesville, Tulsa, Sand Springs, Fairfax, and McCord! 

 
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

LET YOUR BUSINESS 
A PART 
OF THE MOST READ

MAGAZINE
IN BARTLESVILLE.

Call Christy or Keith McPhail today  
for advertising opportunities.

918-214-4968 
keith@bartlesvillemonthly.com

HOME DECOR & MORE - RUSTIC - FARMHOUSE CHIC - VINTAGE INSPIRED
600 NE WASHINGTON BLVD, BARTLESVILLE OK 74006 | 918-331-6477

TUES-FRI 11:30-5:30 | SAT 10:30-5:00 | CLOSED SUN-MON @RUSTICPONYHOMEDECOR @RUSTIC_PONY
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Season Opens  

Saturday, May 4

FRESH AIR!  FRESH MUSIC! 

FRESH SPECIALTY CROPS!

Downtown Bartlesville at Frank Phillips 
Park, Located south of Chamber of 

Commerce (Depot Building)

• PRIVATE SECURITY 

• PRIVATE INVESTIGATIONS 

• PROCESS SERVICES 

• BACKGROUND CHECKS 

• MISSING PERSONS &  

SKIP TRACING 

• NOTARY SERVICES

Security & Professionalism Guaranteed 
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

USMC Woman  
Veteran Owned Business 

517 Castle Road 
Bartlesville, OK 74006 

Charlia Mooney, Owner 
charliamooney@oksecprof.com

918-440-8802

SATURDAY, APRIL 27 AT 6PM 
BARTLESVILLE AIRPORT HANGAR 5 
TICKETS: $35 EACH 
BVILLEHARLEYPARTY.ORG 
DINNER—DRINKS—MUSIC—AUCTION 
ULTIMATE DOOR PRIZE HARLEY-DAVIDSON 
NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN 

21+ TO ATTEND 
 

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB OF BARTLESVILLE IS A BARTLESVILLE REGIONAL UNITED WAY AGENCY 

THANKS TO:

Siemens – Sutterfield Financial Group, Inc.

APEX TITLE – ARMSTRONG BANK – BARTLESVILLE CYCLE SPORTS – 
BOULEVARD PHARMACY – ERNST & YOUNG – OSAGE CASINO  

 REGENT BANK – STRIDE BANK
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www.bancfirst.bank

117 W 5th St, Ste 410 
Bartlesville, OK 74003

we’d love to work with you
Give us a call at 918.337.2781, or email us at 

design@coppercupimages.com

what we love

print web seo
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DISCOVER DEWEY

While some people today might consider a horse a pet, that 
hasn’t always been the case — or at least it wasn’t in 1900, when 
the above photo was taken. This old photograph includes one of 
the first Dewey mayors, the first physician to live in Dewey proper, 
the first Dewey postmistress, and the parents of a young man 
that would become a well-known western artist and movie con-
sultant. This article, however, is not about people — but about 
horses, long before many people considered them pets or ani-
mals seen only in old photographs. 

The role horses played in everyday life in 1900 Dewey, Indian 
Territory, can sound like science fiction, or at best a movie tale to 
the modern reader. In those days, if you lived in the country and 
needed a doctor, you didn't pick up the phone. You saddled your 
horse or hitched up the wagon and headed for town. When you 
tracked down the doctor, he rode his horse or drove his buggy 
back to the farm. 

By 1899 the railroad had reached Dewey, so if you wanted to 
go to Caney, Kansas City, or Denver (via Kansas City) you could 
take the train. However, if you wanted to go to Vinita, Tulsa, or 
Pawhuska, you either drove a wagon or rode a horse or mule. 
Many kids would ride a horse to school. These horses were gen-
erally too old for working on the farm or ranch and plenty gentle 
for the smallest child. It wasn't unusual for two or even three kids 

to ride on one horse. Horses pulled the delivery wagons (no “Two 
Men and a Truck” in those days) plowed the fields, assisted in 
bank robberies, and helped lawmen track down outlaws. 

My teenage son dreamed about a Mustang (not the four-
legged kind), I dreamed about a ‘57 Chevy, and my dad dreamed 
about his first horse. My grandfather never drove a car and rode 
a horse to his Dewey office in the 1940s. It has been suggested 
that I get my resistance to change from my grandfather. 

While researching the life of Joe De Yong, old Dewey, and 
family history, I came across the top photo in the archives at the 
National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma 
City. Seven people from Dewey, on horses, out for a Saturday 
afternoon ride near the river in Bartlesville, I.T. If the lady on the 
far left hadn't taken the time to write on the back it would simply 
be an interesting photograph. As it is, we not only know the 
names of the people, but the date, the location, and even the 
names of the horses — all but one. So my plea to you is this: If 
you have any old photos, take the time to write all you know 
about them on the back, including the names of the horses. Who 
knows, 120 years from now someone will be very grateful. 

Dewey Horses & Old Photos
Horses were Important to Everyday Life in Dewey
by Bill Woodard

Horses pictured above include, from left: Charlie, Beauty, unknown, Big Fred, Sis, Little Fred, and Four Ninety Eight.

Horse Old Paint, circa 1923. Horse Old Paint, circa 1923.



6:00

PM
Washington County Fairgrounds

Call 918-876-4184 or  

visit www.thejourneyhomeok.com

H Individual $75 - includes dinner/1 drink 

H Table Sponsor  $800 - table for  

8 includes dinner/drink

H Dinner and Drinks 

H Carnival Games 

H Amazing Raffle Prizes 

H Music 

H Dancing

Corporate SponsorsPresenting Sponsor

St. John Clinic Hospitalists
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The House that Love Built
by Lori Roll

The hospice movement in Bartlesville began in 1980 with 
Hospice of Washington County. In addition to hospice end-of-
life care, community members sought to create a free-standing 
hospice house; a place where those in the last stages of life 
could safely spend their final days in security and comfort. That 
dream finally became a reality with the founding of The Journey 
Home public charity in 2013, and the rental of a three-bedroom 
house in 2014. Seeking a permanent home, The Journey Home 
moved in January 2018 to the Kaiser Farm House just north of 
Bartlesville, which they will own next month. A soft capital 
fundraising effort allowed them to create six guest bedrooms, 
seven bathrooms, four family areas, and expanded parking for 
up to six guests and their families.   

Jodie Shorter, president of The Journey Home board, remi-
nisced about the long journey to find their permanent home. A 
registered nurse, Jodie founded Cornerstone Hospice in 2001 
and actively worked to pursue a hospice house. “I wanted a 
safe place where dying didn’t have to be scary or lonely,” said 
Shorter.  One day in 2006, Doug Quinn showed up to volunteer 
and told Shorter to put him to work. “That’s all it took,” said 
Shorter, who charged him with making a hospice house a reality. 
Quinn and Shorter studied the social model of hospice houses 
like Tulsa’s Clarehouse and Porta Caeli House. The social model 
provides the kind of family care a person would receive at home, 
while the organization contracts with local hospice providers to 
create a medical plan, deliver nursing care, and provide grief 
counseling. “Our trained staff provides feeding, bathing, repo-
sitioning, dispensing medications per doctor’s orders, and 
supporting family. We don’t do skilled nursing, intravenous ther-
apy, insulin, or tubes.  We’re here to provide a clean, safe, 
secure, and palliative environment. We help families know what 
to expect, to provide comfort, and to encourage them to be at 
their loved one’s bedside,” said Shorter.  The average patient at 
The Journey Home stays less than two weeks and families may 
stay 24 hours a day.   

The Journey Home relies on trained staff and volunteers to 
provide personal care to their guests regardless of income, age, 
or family support. They employ four full-time and five part-time 

staff members to provide palliative care, bringing in temporary 
staff when the need dictates.      

“We are unique in that we don’t charge for our services,” said 
Shorter.  “This is a place where those who are terminally ill can 
get the specialized care required at the end of life, regardless of 
their financial status. Guests are received on a first come, first 
served basis. We operate strictly on donations from foundations, 
corporations, fundraising, and individuals.“   

Quinn, board member and “the numbers guy,” noted that 
over 65% of donations come from individuals whose lives have 
been touched by The Journey Home. “There was a need for this 
service.  The community has been very supportive, and we want 
to continue that support.  We have a unique service that no one 
else provides.  Our model is based on no income stream.  It is 
charity in the truest sense, ” said Quinn. The Journey Home was 
the eighth social model hospice house of now over 50 in the 
United States, and one of only three in Oklahoma.  All are part 
of the national Omega Home Network founded by Kelley Scott, 
executive director of the Clarehouse in Tulsa.  Over 500 individ-
uals have used the services of The Journey Home since 2014.  
While primarily a local resource, they receive referrals from Tulsa, 
across Oklahoma, and sometimes out of state.   While Quinn 
and Shorter emphasize that The Journey Home is not a religious 
organization, they compare their mission to the book of 
Matthew. “It’s about caring for each other and the community.  
This house is about love.  Loving your fellow man.”

The third annual fundraiser for The Journey Home will get under way 
May 4, 6-11 p.m. at the Washington County Fairgrounds in Dewey.  Polly 
Wilson, Chairperson of the event, is excited about the many fun games 
and prizes adults will enjoy at the old fashioned carnival. 

“This is our major annual fundraiser and we’re hoping to raise $75,000 
to support the operations of The Journey Home, which operates solely 
by donations.  We are expecting even more people this year, and our 
sponsorships are already bigger than last year. We have an incredible 
committee that’s making this possible,” she said.   

While billed as a carnival, the evening is an adult event with barbeque 
by Dinks, a cash bar, karaoke, and dancing.  Games with mystery prizes 
include balloon darts, a cake walk, fortune teller, booze toss, Wheel of 
Fortune, photo booth, balloon artist, and conk the crow.  Party goers will 
purchase tickets to participate in the games.  Oklahoma Rep. Judd Strom 
will be the Master of Ceremonies with D.J. Josh Wright providing music.  
Raffle packages include a weekend for two to New York City, a day spa, 
a regional bird hunting trip, a western theme and a Bartlesville/Pawhuska 
duo.  Tickets are $75 per person or $800 for a table of 8, including dinner 
and one drink ticket.

Denim and Diamonds

For information visit www.thejourneyhomeok.com
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MOVING LIFE FORWARD
FOR BARTLESVILLE.

Orthopedic excellence close to home.

Orthopedic Care
& Physical Therapy

4140 SE ADAMS RD (EAST OF THE QUARTERS)
TULSABONEANDJOINT.COM
918.214.8232 BARTLESVILLE
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ONCE UPON A TIME

My family was living in Borger, TX 
when my brother brought home a 
beautiful blonde Cocker Spaniel 
puppy named Butch. Like many 
Cocker Spaniels, it wasn’t long 
before Butch became the main 
attraction around the Thurman 
household. He had those drooping 
Cocker Spaniel ears and big brown 
eyes that set off his face so perfectly. 
Butch played a little to rough to suit 
my young taste and the proof 
revealed itself when I was just a little 
tyke and a neighborhood friend 
came to play one day. She came in 
the back door and walked through 
the long galley kitchen when Butch 
took off at a gallop and lunged upon 
her knocking her down as hard as 
he could. I don’t recall him ever bit-
ing anyone, but it was always hard 
to trust him after that.  

Eventually, my mom and I moved 
back to Bartlesville while the rest of 
the family remained in Borger. I was 
pet-less till the 3rd grade when 
Mama located a Cocker Spaniel-
Terrier puppy mix and I was thrilled 
to finally have a dog to call my own. 
I knew immediately that this little 
furry black bundle was the one I had 
always dreamed about, and she 
would be my friend for many years 
to come.  

She grew as I did, and she waited 
every day for me to come home from 
school. There were no leash laws 
back then and she would be laying 
on the front porch waiting for me 
every day. She was a dream come 
true for a little kid like me and the 
only thing she ever did wrong was to 
get hit by a car she decided to chase 
one day. It scraped the skin of her 
left hip, but the vet said she 
would be fine, and she was 
– never, to my recollection, 
ever chasing a car again.  

She was easily trainable and, as 
I look back, I realize how smart she 
had to have been for a nine-year-old 
to have been her trainer. She went 
up the steps and slid down the slide 
of my swing set and I taught her to 
hold onto the handles and sit on the 
seat of the swing set’s glider and 
she never fell off at all.  

Butch and the rest of my family 
eventually moved back to 
Bartlesville and both of our dogs 
lived out their long lives together. 

Butch’s temperament never 
changed and neither did sweet little 
Skippy’s. Butch suffered a heart 
attack and died at my feet at 19 
while my sweet Skippy lived on to 
21. She was blind, deaf and weak, 
as I carried her to be euthanized and 
I cried all the way there and home 
again. My saving grace was that my 
husband and I were soon to wel-
come our firstborn. I still think of 
them to this day and I’m glad they 
were in my young life. I just wish 

Skippy had lived to wel-
come my firstborn. They 
would have been such 
great pals. 

Remembering Butch & Skippy
by Rita Thurman Barnes

I knew immediately that this little furry black  
bundle was the one I had always dreamed about, 
and she would be my friend for many years to come. 
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Winning the 
Super Bowl of 
Horse Shows
by Ann-Janette Webster

“My parents say they sat me on my first horse at 18 months, and 
I never got off.”   

Stacey Carleton’s love for horses has been a guiding force in 
her life since she was a very young girl. She may have been the 
worlds youngest Rodeo Queen when she won the title in 1986 for 
the Bartlesville Round-Up Club at the age of four. 

 “Horses have always 
seemed to be my love,” said 
Carleton. “I started out barrel 
racing and won Rodeo Queen 
as a four year old. Throughout 
the years I have done jumping 
and team roping, but the show 
horses always seem to pull 
me back!”  

 When it was time for 
Stacey to go off to college, 
she was determined to keep 
her horses as part of her life. 

She told her parents she wasn’t going to college unless she could 
take them with her. 

 “Luckily, my parents let me use their truck and trailer, so I was 
able to take them and board them at a local barn,” said Carleton. “I 
would go do chores before classes in the morning and then set my 
schedule to be done with classes by 3 pm. every day. That way I 
would have time to work them and do chores at night.” 

 Not only did Stacey leave college with a degree, she also per-
fected a keen understanding of how to develop a world class show 
horse. Her process begins by finding a yearling (one year old) that 
is ‘good legged’ — something she describes as legs that are ‘slow, 
flat, springy and fluent.’ Then intense training begins when the 
horse is two years old. 

 “There’s a lot that goes into making a good show horse: looks, 
legs, presence, appearance, and attitude,” said Carleton. “Judges 
look for a good presence about a horse. They want it to like its job 
and of course be good legged! They also have to show very well 
within a large group of horses to prove they can focus.” 

 Stacey admits it’s hard to say just how many horses she has 
owned and trained over the years, but a horse like her most recent, 
Jameson, may come along only once in a lifetime. She says he was 

special because he was very strong, matured quickly, and truly 
seemed to enjoy being shown.  

“To me he had everything in a ‘Hunter-Under-Saddle’ horse you 
look for:  color, height, presence, and he was the best-legged horse 
I’ve ever owned… so far,” said Carleton. “Nothing bothered Jame-
son. He was great in the show pen, his personality was very chill, 
he always had his ears up, had a good top line and was extremely 
fun to show!”  

 Not only was Jameson fun to show, he became a world class 
champion, bringing home five titles at the APHA world show in Sep-
tember of 2018 in Fort Worth, Texas. Stacey and Jameson then 
went on to the very prestigious Quarter Horse Congress in Ohio last 
October, where Jameson was the unanimous winner in the two-
year-old Non-Pro Hunter-Under-Saddle category. 

 “I never dreamed I would have a horse talented enough to go, 
and not only was he talented enough, he won under every judge’s 
card! It was a dream come true,” said Carleton. “The easiest way 
to explain it to “non-horse” people is it’s like winning the Super 
Bowl of all horse shows!” 

 The downside of owning a champion horse like Jameson is the 
process of selling them off after they’ve achieved success, even 
though the sale is what allows a trainer to buy the next horse to 
train. For that reason, Stacey admits it can be a very emotional 
hobby. 

 “Oh my gosh, It’s so hard to see them go,” said Carleton.  “I do 
have a very special mare my parents bought me when I was 
younger that I showed and have never sold. Lacey is 21 years old 
and she will never go anywhere!”  

 Following Jameson’s incredible success,  Stacey Carleton is on 
the hunt for the next “perfect” horse. She hopes to discover 
another winner to train that is talented enough to do the major 
shows. Stacey spends much of her time with her first love — 
horses, but plans to marry her human best friend next year. She 
says her fiance’ is well aware of how much time and passion it 
takes,and looks forward to teaming up to train the next champion. 

 “I’m lucky to be marrying my best friend next year that under-
stands this 100 percent and does it along with me,” said Carleton.” 
The best thing to me about all of it is the horses. They truly are an 
incredible animals. Each horse has its own personality and talents. 
I don’t know what people do without horses.”
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE

From Heartache to Healing
by Kelsey Walker

It’s easy to invest in and fight for the dream of a loved 
one. But what about a relative stranger? That’s been the 
case for Rance Turley and his wife, Chelsey, of Bartlesville, 
who have over the past year befriended and built a busi-
ness with recent widower Matt Schenck. 

Matt and his late wife, Mary (Pippin), who wed in 
August 2014, had toyed with the idea of Matt starting his 
own business so he could leave his job traveling with a 
software company. But just seven short months after their 
wedding, Mary was diagnosed with cancer, and their 
dream was put on hold. 

“It took away from us being able to do anything but sur-
vive,” Matt recalls. 

Mary, who served on the board of directors at Hope-
stone Cancer Support Center, passed away in November 
of 2017. One month later, Matt accepted a job with St. 
John Health System at Jane Phillips Medical Center. He 
met Rance, his workplace trainer, and a friendship was 
immediately forged. In the midst of reeling from a debili-
tating loss, Matt found a support system through his grief. 

“I would have never made it without him,” Matt says. 

For Rance, it was living out the Golden Rule he had 
always tried to adhere to — treating others as you would 
like to be treated. Those first few weeks of their friendship, 
there were a great many conversations on love and loss. 
Matt, though older, found a mentor-like quality in Rance. 

“I couldn’t imagine going through something like that,” 
Rance says. “If I were 
in that position, I 
would hope somebody 
would step in and say, 
‘I’m here for you. If you 
need to talk, I’m here.’” 

There was an 
immediate trust 
between the two, a 
recognition and real-
ization of the integrity 
each saw in the other. 
Soon, the two like-
minded men were 
spouting ideas for an 
IT-related business. 
But first, Matt needed 
to meet Chelsey, and 

she needed to be convinced their business venture was 
a good plan. The trio went out to dinner, and Chelsey had 
the opportunity to squash any fears of building a com-
pany with a man who was nearly a stranger. But when she 
heard Matt’s story, saw his love for Mary and how he 
wanted to honor her by bringing their dream to life, it 
pulled at her heart. 

“It was the driving factor in me being like, ‘OK, let’s do 
this,’” she recalls. “I knew what Rance was capable of, 
and I knew he would be building a company someday. I 
didn’t know how all of those pieces would fall into place 
that would make that happen.” 

The duo moved forward with forming their company — 
Turley-Schenck Innovations, LLC — in February of 2018. 
TSI is a full IT Department with enterprise capabilities for 
small businesses, offering the same services one might 
find at a Fortune 500 company. 

Their friendship is the heart of the company’s story, 
and will be its legacy as the business grows and expands. 

“He’s been my rock,” Matt says. “With his push, grief 
has gotten easier. I couldn’t imagine God would have ever 
put me in another place. He knew I needed to be in that 
place at that time, and he knew I needed to work with 
Rance. 

“I’m just really excited to see all of this coming together 
so well, and I know Mary would be, too.” 

For more information on TSI, visit www.tsi.lc or call 
918-844-0708.

Matt Schenck and his late wife Mary.

Chelsey & Rance Turley and family.
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May 4 - Prom 5:30 - Concert 8:00 

Come to one - Come to both! 
$75 per ticket to the Prom (which includes entry into concert) 

$24 - $44 per ticket for the concert 

Reserve your tickets now! • www.bsook.com. 918.336-7717



It’s difficult to explain to people outside of Bartlesville the unique fac-
tors that make the community so special, but Bartlesville’s Symphony 
Orchestra certainly tops that list. It all began in 1957, when a small band 
of dedicated company musicians came together to spread their love of 
orchestral music. The new community orchestra, lovingly called “The Lit-
tle Symphony” or “The Phillips Symphony,” delighted audiences with their 
first concert inside Adams Auditorium. 

Through the dedication of several devoted members and directors, 
that “little community orchestra” eventually became the Bartlesville Sym-
phony in 1976 and developed into a musical force when then-25-year-old 
California musician Lauren Green became the new conductor. Under his 
four decades of leadership, the BSO has become a thriving 
professional/community Orchestra respected far and wide, providing edu-
cational and arts appreciation opportunities while giving unique and 
exceptional concerts. 

“In the past Bartlesville was tied to a company that knew if people felt 
happy and productive off the job, they would be happy and productive on 
the job. By extension, this attracted people with diverse interests and abil-
ities from all over the world,” said Green. “Many were active in the 
performing arts and similar artistic endeavors, such as the development 
of The Phillips Symphony. Even today, Bartlesville is quite unique for a 
town its size to have a symphony at the artistic level of the BSO.” 

When the renowned Bartlesville Community Center opened its audi-
torium in 1982, the BSO had found a permanent home. Green says a hall 
of such prestige and beauty prompted the orchestra to become a musical 
attraction worthy of its surroundings. 

“In 1982, BSO rapidly became a professional-level orchestra — even 
while retaining its community roots.  Bartlesville valued its new center and 
everything that happened within it,” said Green. “Very little of Bartlesville’s 
cultural growth in the last 40 years would have happened without it. The 
BCC continues to be a major factor even now, with its amazing acoustics 
and professional resources.” 

In addition to having graced the BCC stage with one-of-a-kind con-
cert experiences for decades, Director of Operations Molly L. Collins says 
the BSO is proud to sponsor three community education programs a year. 

“We’re always looking for ways to grow our audience. We take our 
guest artists into the classrooms, have fifth-grade students attend a free 

concert, and finally after fostering musicianship — we see them compete 
to be a young artist,” said Collins. “When I bring a guest artist to a school 
or watch 1,500 fifth-grade students load into the BCC, or see the nerves 
of a young artist about to compete, I know we are fostering the next gen-
eration of musicians and music appreciators.” 

The BSO team is admired for keeping seasons fresh and exciting with 
well-known guest musicians, revered solo artists & entertaining themes.  

“Keeping the symphony out of the ordinary is at the very top of my pri-
ority list,” said Green. “It’s amazing to think that I’ve probably conducted 
at least 250 concerts with the BSO over my tenure. And in every one I’ve 
looked for ways to make each concert different from the previous one, 
and to even make each musical work on a program special… and maybe 
even surprising.” 

Speaking of “out of the ordinary,” music-lovers may be surprised to 
hear BSO’s upcoming May 4 concert is “I Love the 80s.” The festive con-
cert marks the return of Jeans N’ Classics and features the orchestra and 
eight guest musicians performing 80s favorites like “Walk Like An Egypt-
ian” and “Love Shack.” 

“We love live music. We love to entertain — it’s the heart of the musi-
cians, maestro, staff, and board. A symphony is 60-plus musicians live on 
stage playing classics, pop, and everything in between,” said Collins “On 
May 4, I’m looking forward to seeing a whole new generation of audience 
members singing and dancing to music they love, but also understanding 
just how versatile the BSO can be. I am continually in awe of Lauren’s pro-
fessional music standards and the amazing sound of our community 
orchestra.” 

After 40 years, Green and the Bartlesville Symphony Orchestra are 
grateful for their remarkable run, but to all involved it seems their best 
days may still be ahead of them. 

“Somehow back in 1976 I was the right person at the right time, and 
I’m grateful to have had the opportunity. I now find myself in unusual ter-
ritory as a conductor who’s been with the same ensemble for over four 
decades. This doesn’t happen much at any level of orchestra,” said Green. 

“I am quite proud of the way the orchestra has hung together over the 
years, both organizationally and musically. I look forward to continued 
opportunities to make fun, enjoyable, surprising, and meaningful music 
with great players and for an appreciative and supportive audience.”

Creating 
Music for All
Lauren Green and the 
Bartlesville Symphony 
Orchestra Still Going Strong
by Ann-Janette Webster
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POOL CONSTRUCTION 
SERVICE  •  CHEMICALS

WEEKLY POOL MAINTENANCE AVAILABLE 
918.333.4442  •  412 SE WASHINGTON BLVD, BARTLESVILLE, OK 74006

SWIM’N HOLES

swimnholesinc.com

Schedule NOW 
Swim this Summer

Call now to schedule your pool opening!

NEW UNITS 

NoW avaIlablE

Storage Space 
for Rent 

• Electronic Security Gate 
• Video Surveillance 
• Concrete Drives 
• Fenced 
• Lighted 
• 24/7 Access 
• Drive-thru Security

918.335.8700 
Next to ATWOODS

“Ascending”  |  24”x48”  |  Oil by Carolyn Mock

3691 SE Washington Blvd, Bartlesville, OK 
www.carolynmockart.com  |  cmockart@aol.com  |  918.333.0748

Carolyn Mock will open her  
art studio June 8 - 14, 2019 

10am - 6pm 
Wildlife and Western Art  
available in: original oils,  

giclee prints, paper prints, and 
bronze sculpture. 

COMMISSIONS WELCOME!
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The Heart of a Vet
A Look at the Life of an Early Bartlesville Veterinarian
by Rita Thurman Barnes

When the late Homer and Elizabeth Majors lived and 
worked in Lima Peru, they met Gladys Clarissa 
Francesca Meneses. A friendship developed between 
the Majors’ daughter, Lee, and Clarissa and in 1963, 
when the family returned to the USA, they invited 
Clarissa to live with them for a while. Clarissa studied at 
a secretarial school in Bartlesville and shortly thereafter 
she met and married Charles Rowley and also began 
working for, “A great man who became my mentor. And 
what a combination we were; he was a Polish Jew and 
I was a Peruvian Catholic. This relationship lasted 14 
years and I learned most of my daily English from him.” 
Clarissa was referring to the late Dr. H.J. Harkavy whose 
offices were located on West Hensley Blvd. 

Dr. Harkavy said Clarissa was much too young to be 
called Senora so he always referred to her as “Senorita” 
and eventually everyone called her the same. Senorita 
saw every animal imaginable come through the doors of 
one of Bartlesville’s original veterinary clinics. She did 
everything from cleaning kennels to assisting in surgery. 
She was Dr. Harkavy’s right hand along with Mrs. 
Harkavy, who manned the phones and ran the day-to-
day office operations.  

Clarissa reminisced about a skunk named Pepe Dr. 
Harkavy warned her not to try to tame. But she trained 
it to walk on a harness and leash anyway. They were 
quite the site as they paraded around the downtown, 
but Doc’s prediction came true when the skunk eventu-
ally began biting. Clarissa cried when Doc’s advice was 
to put the skunk down. She still recalls Doc’s compas-
sion when her Pepe was euthanized saying, “Doc was 
very kind to me.” 

She also remembers the doc having a great sense of 
humor during the time he spent teaching her the Amer-
ican way of life. When Clarissa became a citizen, Doc 
presented her with her first American flag. She says, 

“He was as proud as I was at the time. My American par-
ents and my husband were present when I was given 
the oath to become a part 
of this great country and 
to have the right to vote 
and proudly wave the 
beautiful colors on special 
occasions.” Sometimes 

she flies her flag just because she feels fortunate to call 
America her home. Clarissa says, “I learned this from 
Doc who proudly displayed the flag daily. She recalls, 

“Dr. Harkavy told me to be as proud of the flag as he was. 
You see, the Doc served during WWII in New Guinea 
and was proud to serve this country.  

The two shared a long working friendship. The 
Harkavys were like parents to her. Mrs. Harkavy walked 
from their home near Col-Hi to their offices on Hensley, 
sometimes arriving on foot before Dr. Harkavy arrived 
by car. Clarissa recalled, “I am here because the oppor-

tunity was given to me 
and I reached out and 
grasped it! I feel very for-
tunate to be part of this 
beautiful land and Doc’s 
great city of Bartlesville, 
USA.” 

“He was as proud as I was at the time. My American 
parents and my husband were present when I was 
given the oath to become a part of this great country 
and to have the right to vote and proudly wave the 
beautiful colors on special occasions.” 

— Clarissa Meneses 
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Lee Warren Stone was born in Smithville, Texas on 
June 28, 1917.  The family moved to Bartlesville in 1920, 
when his father took a job with the Katy Railroad. He 

graduated from Bartlesville 
High School when it was still in 
Central in 1935, then attended 
the University of Oklahoma and 
received his law degree in 1941.   

After Stone passed the bar, 
he began working for Phillips 
Petroleum Company. He was 
drafted into the Army in May of 
1942 and sent to Fort Warren, 
Wyoming for Basic Training in 
the Quartermaster Corps. That 
training lasted three months, 

then he was sent to Camp Lee, Virginia for Officers Can-
didate School, which lasted another three months. Stone 
was commissioned in December of 1942.   

Stone was sent to Fort Worth and assigned to the 
Army Depot, where he was charged with supplying any-
thing the troops overseas might need. He spent several 
months at the Army Depot, before being sent to New York 
City, where he boarded a troop ship bound for England in 
early 1943.  

When Stone saw the Statue of Liberty, he knew he 
was going to war and wondered how long it would take 

to get overseas. The ship landed in Liverpool, and he 
was stationed in Stone, England with the 1221st Quar-
termaster Company in the 84th Air Service Group. As 
the commissary officer, Stone had to find rations every 
day for three mess halls — all full of hungry soldiers. He 
sent trucks to the commissary depot and the food was 
brought back to the base, where soldiers were sent to 
pick up the rations. Stone had to keep records on all 
the food.   

Since he was a lawyer, Stone also had to serve on 
court martial trials for soldiers who got in trouble.   

His unit landed at Utah Beach just three weeks after 
D-Day. He was assigned to the A-7 Airstrip at Cherbourg, 
France.  His unit advanced to Mons, Belgium, and when 
the Battle of the Bulge broke out, he thought there was a 
German behind every bush.  

The unit retreated to Metz, France before advancing to 
Remagen. The bridge was still intact, but the Germans 
brought it down and he crossed the Rhine River on a pon-
toon Bridge.  Stone was in Cologne on V Day and put on 
a ship for the invasion of Japan, but the atomic bomb 
ended the war. 

Stone was discharged November of 1945 and 
returned to Bartlesville.  He passed away on March 1, 
2019.  Stone is a member of the Greatest Generation and 
one of America’s true heroes. 

Lee Warren Stone
by Joe Todd

LEE WARREN STONE

Photo courtesy Chance Franks
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NEW, MODERN 
AUTO-BUYING 

EXPERIENCE
• New Hyundai service drive  
   heated and air conditioned 

• New Hyundai waiting room 

• New state-of-the-art 
   Hyundai showroom and offices 

• Interactive touch-screen  
   Hyundai brochure 

• All new lot lighting

2001 SE Washington Blvd, Bartlesville  |  www.GoPatriotAuto.com 
Sales: 918-608-9092  |  Service: 918-608-9117



If you’re looking for a new home for you and your pets,  
let Truity Credit Union’s experts help you with your loan. 

 ▸ Conventional Mortgages
 ▸ FHA and VA Loans
 ▸ Home Equity Loans and Lines of Credit
 ▸ Construction Loans

Find the home loan option that’s right for you today! 
Come in or apply online at TruityCU.org/HomeLoans.

You make the MEMORIES.
We help make them possible.
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