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918-213-4899 
www.cadywealthmanagement.com 
4160 SE Adams Rd, Bartlesville, OK  74006 

Get a second opinion on your  
financial health. 

Investors have survived market swings and corrections before.  But a twinge of uncertainty may 
have you wondering if you should get another opinion to help confirm your wealth is in the right 
place.  That’s why we’ve made it as easy as we can to have a complimentary, face-to-face meeting. 
 

Maybe you just want to know if you’re really on track for retirement or if your investments could be 
better aligned to your goals.  Or in the process of working hard for your money, you worry you’ve 
overlooked some necessary steps to transfer your wealth. 
 

Whatever’s on your mind, we’re here to listen, and we’ll help you evaluate your plan.  Give us a call to 
schedule your appointment today.  It’s free, and there’s no obligation.  Then you can decide if your 
wealth is getting the care it deserves. 

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-
dealer and nonbank a�liate of Wells Fargo and Company. 

Investment and insurance products: NOT FDIC-Insured/NO Bank Guarantee/MAY Lose Value 

0119-02611 
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UPFRONT

When I started writing the Upfront 
every month over two years ago, I 
wanted you, the reader, to see inside our 
lives as a husband and wife running a 
business together, with seven kids and 
a crazy life just like yours. I love to share 
that we are just normal people with ups 
and downs, struggles, failures, and 
blessings. We give all thanks to God on 
where He has us today, because it was 
very different 10 years ago for us and 
our shattered family.   

For us, October is the month we 
dread the most. For those of you who 
don’t know the story of my stepson and 
Christy’s first born child, Tyler ... it is the 
month Tyler was accidentally shot, and 
from that one second all of our lives 
changed forever. It will be 10 years on 
October 8, and I wrote a story in this 
issue about the last 10 years and titled 
it 3,652 days ... this is how many days 
Tyler has been gone from October 8, 
2009 to October 8, 2019.  

I wanted this story to help other fam-
ilies who have lost a child. I also wanted 
you to know that we struggle daily, and 
just because its been 10 years, a lot of 
times it seems like yesterday for Christy 
and our family. It’s hard every year, but 
there are for sure certain dates in the 
year that we have circled in our hearts 
and minds. It seems like the heart 
always knows that it’s that time of the 
year. Over the 10 years, we have met 
with many families in the area who have 
lost a child. Is it what we thought we 
would be doing eight, nine, 10 years 
ago? No, but this is where we can con-
tinue to keep Tyler’s story alive and we 
pray it will help bring light to others’ 
darkness who suffer with that loss. 

So what do we do for the next 3,652 
days? I say we continue to love God, to 
love others, and help others know and 
love God. Through this journey one 
thing has always been the cornerstone 
of our marriage and our family, and with 
all the crazy ups and downs we go 
through, it’s only by God’s grace and 
mercy that we can share our story ... 
Tyler’s story.  

For the cover this month, we had 
Jesse Edgar from the Oklahoma City 

area come up and shoot photos for us. 
We went to about six different locations, 
and we blended these two photos 
together to make this month’s cover. 
You need to go follow him at his popular 
Instagram account @oklahoma_aban-
doned and his Facebook @Oklahoma 
Abandoned for some absolutely incred-
ible pictures from around the state. It 
was so awesome working with him, and 
we will be showing some other places 
we photographed later this year and 
maybe another cover photo next year.  

Finally, we want to thank all of OUR 
thousands of readers who have 
embraced our love and passion we have 
for this city and its people who make it 
the “Best Little City in America.” Every 
month we hope we can provide you the 
history, the places, cultural events, and 
the people who give so much of their 
time and resources to our great commu-
nity. We are truly blessed that we are 
able to give to you what we think is the 
best-looking magazine in the state. We 
take so much pride in this magazine 
every month, and it feels like one of our 
kids is moving out of the house to go off 
to college when we go to print like today. 
I do have to say that we are ready and 
glad October is over and we have gone 
to print. Now we can start to work on 
our November issue about our heroes ... 
Our Veterans! God Bless! 
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BEAUTIFUL:  
THE CAROLE KING MUSICAL 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15

JERSEY BOYS 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1

THE CHOIR OF MAN 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6

AN AMERICAN IN PARIS 
TUESDAY, MARCH 3

BANDSTAND 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22

Dates & shows  
subject to 
change.

BartlesvilleCommunityCenter.com • 918-337-2787

Season and Single Tickets Now Available!
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Grab your friends and head to Osage Casino – Bartlesville! 
Play your favorite games then kick back and relax with a 
refreshing drink and freshly-prepared meal at the Nine18 Bar.

YOUR PLACE TO PLAYYOUR PLACE TO PLAY
877.246.8777 / osagecasino.com

THURSDAY
5PM – 9PM

FRIDAY
5PM – 9PM

SEAFOOD BUFFET

SATURDAY
5PM – 9PM

STEAK NIGHT

SUNDAY
11AM – 3PM

BRUNCH

Bartlesville

Osage
Casino

ADAMS BLVD.

WOOLAROC

SMOKE SHOP

CR 2145

CR 2706

CR 2145

60

75123

©2019 Osage Casino. Must be 18 to participate. Must be 21 to purchase or consume alcoholic beverages. 
Management reserves all rights. If you think you have a gambling problem, please call 1-800-522-4700.

320 SE Delaware Suite 5 
PO Box 996 | Bartlesville, OK 74005 

918-333-5151
AGENT FOR
GOODVILLE
MUTUAL



Ken & 
Sandy 
Dossett
by Kelsey Walker

Ken and Sandy Dossett could not foresee 
the path God would lead them on when they 
met at a YMCA in Louisville, Kentucky. Need-
less to say, His plan led them to Bartlesville, 
where the dynamic couple would help found 
a much-needed place for city youth. 

Born in Mississippi, Ken is the son of a 
Navy man, born just a few months before the 
attacks on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. His family 
moved frequently, but eventually settled in Mis-
sissippi, where he graduated from high school 
and attended Mississippi State University. 

While in college, Ken was drafted to serve 
in the Vietnam War. He received a deferment 
to complete his student teaching, and then 
joined the Air Force. Because of his marks-
manship skills, he was assigned to military 
police and began training to ship out to Viet-
nam. However, his aching feet were bleeding 
from running 10 miles a day in training. The 
military doctor told Ken that he had flat feet, 
and changed his status to administration. He 
was sent to England Air Force Base in 
Louisiana, where his commanding officer rec-
ognized his experience and passion for 
serving children. Ken was assigned to watch 
after base-dependent military kids. 

“Somehow, it was orchestrated that I didn’t 
go to Vietnam,” Ken recalled. “I did serve four 
years, not even wearing a uniform, and work-
ing with kids.” 

After four years, he left the military and 
served as a youth director at a YMCA in Texas, 
and then as director at a YMCA in Louisville. 
There he met Sandy, a Louisville native 15 
years his junior who volunteered at the Y. The 
duo served the community together for a few 
years before it dawned on Ken that Sandy 
was the one he wanted to spend his life with. 
The couple’s age difference made the union a 
shock to both families, but Sandy’s father was 
surprisingly supportive, reassuring the family 
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that it would ultimately be fine and that Sandy, mature beyond 
her years, was ready for marriage. 

“Forty-five years later … it was fine!” Sandy laughed. 

The couple moved around “quite a bit,” recalled Ken, first to 
Texas, then back to Louisville, later to Mississippi, and then 
back to Texas — holding a variety of jobs along the way. They 
had four kids and stayed busy volunteering with the church, 
serving as part-time youth directors. 

Then Ken interviewed for a youth director position at First 
United Methodist Church in Bartlesville. The Dossetts were 
offered the position and accepted, and spent 11 years working 
with Bartlesville youth. Sandy also graduated from Oklahoma 
Wesleyan with a degree in secondary education. 

During their tenure at FUMC, the couple saw a need to reach 
at-risk kids who might not necessarily come to church. 

“Our youth were really on fire to reach their friends, or people 
hurting at school,” Sandy said. “They wanted to have a Christian 
place to hang out.” 

The youth especially wanted to reach out to local skaters, 
who did not have a place dedicated to skating at that time. Ken 
invited the skateboarders to a meeting at the church to talk 
about their idea. 

“Ken told them we don’t have a dime, we don’t have a place, 
we don’t have anything,” Sandy recalled. “So if God does this, 
you’ll know that it’s him.” 

The Dossetts and the youth started scouring around town for 
a location suitable for their vision. Finally, at 122 S. Park Ave., 
they found a building owned by Pat and Louise Roark, who 
agreed to let them use it. However, the closer the vision came 
to reality, the more it became clear the Dossetts would have to 
do it on their own. 

“The church was not in line with that vision,” Sandy said. “But 
there were people who saw the vision that Ken had, and the 
kids had, and within a month’s time they put together a 501(c)3 
and they raised Ken’s salary.” 

With a team of youth and adults, and the support of the 
community, the Dossetts spent spring break of 1998 gutting and 
remodeling the interior of the building. They planned to incorpo-
rate a coffee shop and skate park in the building. “Pat saw that 

we were taking so much care of the building that he decided not 
only to let us use it, but to give it to us,” Ken said. 

The Rock’s first official Teen Board meeting was held April 
10, 1998, with more than a dozen local youth who would help 
set the tone for what the organization would become. On the 
Rock Ministry officially began, holding programs and youth 
events outside and at other locations until renovations were 
complete at the facility. 

Now going into their 22nd year, the Dossetts continue to 
serve as co-executive directors, along with their son, Andy, who 
serves as co-director. A staff of 25 — and more than 30 volun-
teers — lead the ministry, which sees approximately 600 kids 
per week. 

“The staff loves these kids unconditionally,” Ken said. “We 
have a wonderful staff that works really hard to create an envi-
ronment that kids feel like they’re safe, that they have purpose 
and meaning.” 

The flourishing program now offers a safe and fun place for 
youth in 3rd grade and up. The campus, which has expanded, 
now houses a 6,600-square foot recreation center, a 7,000-
square foot indoor skate park, concert center, computer lab, 
playground, soda fountain, ninja warrior course, climbing wall, 
and outdoor patio.  

“We believe in the three ‘Bs.’ Belong. Believe. Become,” Ken said. 

“As the kids walk in the door, we want them to feel like they 
belong, that this is a place designed for them,” Sandy explained. 

“Then we hope that, as they see us and how we operate, that 
they’ll come to believe what we believe — that there’s a God 
who created them and has a purpose for them. Then we hope 
that they’ll become all that they were created to be.” 

An upcoming fundraiser — The Rock’s only such event each 
year — will begin at 6:30 p.m. on November 9 with dinner at the 
Hilton Garden Inn. Dessert follows just across the street at The 
Rock’s facility. The event offers supporters, board members, 
and the community an up-close look at the campus. 

“We hope that they’ll just fall in love with what the Lord’s 
doing here and want to get involved,” Ken said. 

For more information about The Rock or to RSVP for the 
November 9 benefit, call 918-336-2636 or visit their website at 
www.ontherockministries.com.

OCTOBER 2019 | b Monthly     7

PROFILE



8     b Monthly | OCTOBER 2019

Affordable apartments where you can enjoy new 
friends and feel right at home!

•     All utilities paid; including basic cable 
•     24-hour emergency response 
•     Fully equipped kitchen 
•    Patio with sliding glass door 
•     Restaurant-style dining or you can have meals delivered  
       directly to your apartment 
•     Planned activities; to include regularly scheduled happy hour 
•     Scheduled transportation for shopping

•     Housekeeping 
•     On-site laundry 
•     On-site beauty shop 
•     Daily exercise classes offered 
•     Year-round building & grounds maintenance 
•     Interior maintenance 
•     Pet-friendly

We have independent living apartments available to rent for those ages 55 or older,  
and for a limited time only we will waive the initial non-refundable fee of $300!

All apartments are unfurnished, 1 bedroom, $1150 per month and include:

3434 Kentucky Place  •  918-333-9545  •  www.bartlesvillehealthandrehab.com
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FALL IS FOR PLANTING

BARTLESVILLE’S  

FAVORITE  

Garden Center

• Retaining Walls 
• Landscaping

• Irrigation 
• Much More

• Garden Gifts 
• Custom Planting 

OPEN: 
Mon - Fri: 8 am - 5:30 pm 

Sat: 9 am - 4 pm

111 SE Beck, Bartlesville 

 918-333-3248

Large Selection of 
• Trees • Shrubs • Fall Mums • Perennials

Mention this 
ad & receive 

10% OFF  
any one item.
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MOVING LIFE 
FORWARD

4140 SE ADAMS RD (EAST OF THE QUARTERS)

TULSABONEANDJOINT.COM

918.214.8232 BARTLESVILLE

“After several years of knee pain, it came to 

the point that I needed a knee replacement. 

It was so nice to be able to see a top notch 

doctor, David King, and receive physical 

therapy right here in Bartlesville. I can once 

again enjoy things in life that I just pushed 

to the side because of pain.”

-Steven Meyer

VIDEOGRAPHER SPECIALIST 

• HOME • CORPORATE 

• SOCIAL MEDIA • SPECIAL EVENTS 

• HANDHELD & DRONE EQUIPMENT 

PROVIDING VIDEO SERVICES FOR: 
• CAPTURING CHILDHOOD MEMORIES 

• PERSONAL & PROFESSIONAL STORIES 

• CORPORATE COMMERCIALS 

• REAL ESTATE LISTINGS
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A GOOD WORD

Deliverance & Drowned Hogs
by Rev. Victor Paul

There’s an interesting story in the 
in the Bible about a group of people 
who ask Jesus to leave their town. It’s 
probably hard to comprehend why an 
entire village would ask Jesus to 
leave. One would think they would 
love having Him around, but they 
don’t. Why in the world would an 
entire city not want Jesus around? 

Unfortunately, Scripture doesn’t 
say why, leaving us to conjecture on 
our own. To help us out with clues if 
we’re interested, Jesus had come to 
their area, known as the Gadarenes 
and exorcised more than 2,000 
demons from a naked man who for 
years had been terrorizing the com-
munity. Jesus then permitted the 
demons to enter a herd of pigs, caus-
ing them to run off a cliff into a lake, 
where they drowned. The townspeo-
ple, upon seeing the former demoniac 
in his right mind and the dead pigs 
floating in the lake, became fearful 
and asked Jesus to leave.   

May I suggest some reasons why 
they asked Jesus to leave? Although 
not explicitly mentioned in the text, if 
true, they could help us in our daily lives. 

First, maybe they were afraid of 
change they couldn’t anticipate or 
control. Jesus upset the status quo. 
You see, Jesus is an inconvenience if 
you want things to stay the same. He 
destabilizes the cultural norm. He 
steps over boundaries and rescues 
those beyond help. Sure, change 
can be difficult. But it seems to me 
we can more easily accept unex-
pected change when He is around, 
and when He is around he wants to 
change our lives for the better. 

Secondly, they may have been 
afraid of re-prioritizing their eco-
nomic values. Maybe they valued 
pigs more than people. Perhaps they 
thought profit and material things 

were the most important things in life, 
rejecting anything that might make 
them re-prioritize their values. If true, 
the lesson for us might be that we 
need to keep our priorities straight. 
People really are important, and 
money really isn’t everything. Maybe 
we should be more concerned about 
those trapped by circumstances 
beyond their control, and not make 
decisions based on profit alone but 
factoring in the value and dignity of 
human life. Maybe spending time 
with family is just as important as 
financially providing for them. People 
are important to God, and they 
should be to us as well. 

Finally, maybe they were uncom-
fortable with people in their right 
minds. They see a former demoniac 
sitting at Jesus’s feet, wearing 
clothes and in his right mind. Believe 
it or not there are some people who 
don’t want you to be any better that 
you are now. They seem more com-
fortable with what he was than what 
he has become. A right mind 
changes lives. A right mind blesses 
families. A right mind speaks out 
against wrong and speaks up for 
right. God can help us change for the 
better if we allow him to do so. Is it 
possible he wants to change you? 

Rev. Victor Paul is the pastor at Greater First Baptist Church in Bartlesville.
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2700 SE Washington Blvd 

918-331-2329 
restorationsmedicalspa.com

Kiss  
DULL SKIN 
Goodbye!

Botox 

Dermal Fillers 

Hair Removal 

Photofacials 

Permanent Make-Up 

Medically Supervised  
Weight Loss 

Skin Care Products 

Mineral Make-Up 

Microneedling

• We’re here to educate & help patients 
with a medical marijuana card safely 
treat chronic symptoms with medical 
cannabis 

•  CBD line of products with terpenes 

•  Education-driven environment 

•  Physician ownership 

Relief is here

2700 SE Washington Blvd       |       918.214.8775       |       GreenLeafBartlesville.com
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BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Gary Winters grew up in Antlers, 
Oklahoma, graduated from Southeast-
ern Oklahoma State University in Durant, 
and has spent his entire career working 
in the banking industry. Tony Winters 
grew up in Antlers, graduated from 
Southeastern Oklahoma State Univer-
sity in Durant, and has spent his entire 
career working in the banking industry. 
They must be related.   

“Well, we only found out about 10 
years ago that we are very distant 
cousins,” Gary said. “We have to go 
back a long way to find 
common relatives.”  

But both men work 
closely together as the top 
two officials at Stride Bank 
in Bartlesville.  

“I had graduated college 
with intentions of going to 
Army Officer Candidate School,” 
Gary said. “One day I was in the 
bank that Tony’s dad was presi-
dent of, and he talked me into 
going to work for him. I was only 
going to stay for a few months until 
my wife graduated from college. I’ve 
been in banking ever since.”  

After a brief stop in Haskell, Gary 
arrived in Bartlesville for the first time in 
1982 as president of Plaza Bank. Along 
the way, Gary assembled a group of 
investors to buy the bank from the peo-
ple who had originally brought him to 
town. In August of 1991, he began 
working in Tulsa.  

Later, he joined Boatman’s Bank, 
which had a branch in Bartlesville. The 
powers that be wanted Gary to return 
to Bartlesville. 

“I asked an executive in St. Louis if it 
would affect my career if I turned it 
down,” Gary grinned. “Let’s just say I 
was told yes.”  

Gary continued his banking career 
until finally retiring this past June.  

“Then Tony talked me out of retire-
ment. He made me an offer I couldn’t 
refuse.”  

Gary, age 69, serves as senior vice 
president/lender.  

“I started my career with the dad, and 
I’m finishing my career with the son,” 
Gary said. “It’s all come full circle.”  

Tony, age 53, serves as the 
Bartlesville market president.  

“I grew up a son of a banker,” Tony 
chuckled. “I spent a year at college, but 
I didn’t really know what I wanted to do, 
so I bailed. My dad made a few phones 
calls. The next thing I know I’m in 
Bartlesville working for Gary at Plaza 
Bank in 1986.” 

Tony worked as a teller, opened 
new accounts, and even drove to 
physicians’ offices to pick up their 
deposits. In 1990, Tony returned to 
SEOSU and earned a degree.  

Like Gary, Tony has worked in many 
communities throughout Oklahoma 
including Antlers as a lending officer of 
the bank once owned by his father. But 
it was another relative that brought him 
back to Bartlesville. 

“My brother Wally was working at 
then-Home National Bank, 

and he talked me into 
moving here from Antlers 

in 2008.” (Sadly, Wally 
passed away from cancer 

in 2011.)  

After twice declining to 
accept a new assignment in 

Stillwater, Tony left Bartlesville 
eight months later.  

“It was strongly suggested 
that I accept the third time,” 

Tony laughed.  

In October of 2017, Tony joined 
Central National Bank in Bartlesville. In 
February of 2019, the bank became 
Stride Bank to establish a differentiation 
in an industry where “Central” and 

“National” are commonplace.  

Chartered in 1913 and based in Enid, 
Oklahoma, Stride Bank also has loca-
tions in Tulsa, Oklahoma City, 
Woodward, Blackwell, and Mooreland 
with plans to add others in Las Vegas, 
Nevada and Salt Lake City, Utah. The 
bank serves both commercial and con-
sumer customers.  

“Our name may have changed, but 
we still have the same values and offer 
the same superior service,” Tony said.  

Tony and Gary are banking that their 
customers will relate.  

Banking on Values & Service
Stride Bank has New Name, But the Same Core Values
by Mike Wilt
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NEW LOCATION  
JOHNSTONE SARE BUILDING 

100 SW Frank Phillips Blvd, Bartlesville 
918-333-8181

HOURS:  
Mon–Fri 8:30AM–5:30PM  | Sat 9AM–12PM 

Sun Closed
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HEALTH & WELLNESS

In honor of National Physical Therapy 
Month, we want to bring more awareness 
to the important role played by the many 
talented physical therapists of Bartlesville. 
They improve the quality of life for many 
of our area’s residents. Physical therapists 
are experts on the impact that muscu-
loskeletal and neuromuscular dysfunction 
have on a person’s functional abilities. 
These are abilities that allow them to fully 
participate in day-to-day tasks such as 
sitting up to dress or eat as well as typical 
community-focused activities like a child 
being able to engage in playground 
games with peers. 

As a formally recognized profession, 
physical therapy is fairly recent on the 
scene. World War I changed how individ-
uals survived and undertook journeys of 
recovery following severe injuries that 
limited their participation in daily life. 
Around the same time, the world — 
including Bartlesville — was experienc-
ing an expansive polio epidemic. Polio 
survivors, both children and adults, were 
often left with severe paralysis and, as a 
result, faced significant challenges in 
their ability to thrive and participate in 
their communities. Physical interventions 

such as massage, manipulation, and 
exercise were being recognized in 
Europe as valuable for physical healing, 
but it was the war and polio epidemic 
that brought physical therapy to the 
United States. By 1921, physical therapy 
was being recognized as a distinct pro-
fession, and the American Physical 
Therapy Association was founded. 

Bartlesville is fortunate to have sev-
eral physical therapists with a large 
repertoire of knowledge and skills to pro-
mote participation and quality of life to 
people of all ages. For example, a physi-
cal therapist might work with an infant 
who is born prematurely and instruct 
caregivers in ways to minimize the 
deforming forces gravity can have on a 
little body not yet ready to deal with it. A 
physical therapist might assist in the 
recovery of an injury, such as a young 
person with a shoulder injury guided 
through exercises for recovering and 
returning to pitch for their team, or a 
grandmother with a broken hip being 
able to return home to live independently.  

A physical therapist can teach a new 
mother exercises and techniques to pre-
vent and address physical postpartum 
issues. A physical therapist can help a 
person understand chronic pain through 
a new lens while teaching exercises, 
lifestyle changes, and environmental 
modifications that allow the patient to 
once again engage in work and play. And, 
with physical therapy, a stroke survivor 
might learn to use their “new” body to 
continue to be an active in their family 
and community, such as driving their 
grandchild around on their power wheel-
chair or returning to their place of 
worship to teach Sunday school. 

The range of ways in which physical 
therapy improves the quality of life of our 
community members is never-ending. 
Physical therapy is based on scientific 
evidence, clinical judgement, and most 
of all, the desire of individuals and fami-
lies to prevent and improve 
neuromuscular and musculoskeletal dys-
function to live a full, satisfying life. 

Let’s Get Physical
Bartlesville’s Physical Therapists Play Key Role in Health
by Rebecca Renfro
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Helping Those in Need
United Way Member Agency Can Offer Assistance
by David Austin

What does success look like for a non-profit organization 
such as the Salvation Army? 

It looks like the ability to help a family in need. 

Recently, a woman named “Mary” dropped by the 
Bartlesville-based branch of the Salvation Army, which is 
located at 101 N. Bucy Ave. With her husband having suf-
fered an injury outside of the workplace that was going to 
require surgery, she had become the lone provider for her 
family. And, since the family included children and her 
employment was on a part-time basis, making ends meet 
was now more of a challenge than ever. 

That challenge was becoming more and more impossible to 
overcome by herself, so Mary reached out to the Salvation Army. 

One of 13 member agencies of the Bartlesville Regional 
United Way, the Salvation Army is focused on helping those 
in need in the communities they serve. They do so in a myr-
iad of ways, from fighting hunger to assisting the elderly to 
offering financial support to families in need — such as that 
of Mary. 

Due to the nature of her husband’s injury, Mary’s family 
faced not just a loss of income, but substantial medical 
expenses which were not going to be covered by insurance. 
Prior to reaching out to the Salvation Army, Mary’s father had 
been helping with the family’s mortgage and food. But he 
could only give so much, and that’s when it became appar-
ent that money for costs like utilities simply wasn’t available. 

Mary’s idea to visit the Salvation Army was a good one 
though. Dedicated to “doing the most good” for those in need, 
that’s what the organization set out to do for the family. 
Though a disconnection notice had been issued, the Salvation 
Army worked to secure gas service to the home. They 
assisted with other utilities as well, and offered food donations. 

The assistance sustained Mary and her family, allowing 
them to stay afloat before eventually moving forward on their 
own again. 

Unfortunately, stories of families struggling in the 
Bartlesville area are not uncommon. However, neither are 
stories of people being assisted by non-profit member 
organizations of the Bartlesville Regional United Way. The 
United Way provides funding to support the programs of its 
member agencies. When you give to the United Way, you are 
helping ensure that organizations such as the American Red 

Cross, Mary Martha Outreach, ElderCare and the Salvation 
Army — just to name a few — are there to offer their services 
to those in our community who need them. 

How significant is the need in our area? An estimated 48 
percent of families who seek the services of a United Way 
member agency report having to choose between paying for 
food or basic necessities because they didn’t have enough 
money for both. In fact, more than 19,000 area families 
received food and/or basic necessity assistance last year from 
member agencies of the Bartlesville Regional United Way. 

How can you help those in need? You can do so by visit-
ing the Bartlesville Regional United Way’s website at 
www.bartlesvilleuw.org. There, you can learn more about its 
impact on the community, it’s member agencies, and ways 
to give. 

The Bartlesville Regional United Way is focused on 
assisting people in three foundational areas of their respec-
tive lives — education, income, and health. Its member 
agencies offer services to those at all points in their lives, 
from infancy to late adulthood. 

The Salvation Army is an organization committed to 
assisting those of all ages in need. Its roots can be traced 
back to the 1800s, and it is often associated with red kettle 
fundraising activities around the holidays. 

Mary had little concern about the holidays whenever she 
visited the Salvation Army in Bartlesville. She was simply try-
ing to make sure her family could get by from day to day. 
Thanks to the Salvation Army, some of the most pressing 
challenges faced by Mary and her family have been overcome.

Programs from the Bartlesville Regional United Way help thousands of 
area families in times of need.
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A Time of Wilderness . . . . . 
A Look at Bartlesville . . . Before it was Bartlesville
by Debbie Neece, Bartlesville Area History Museum

On April 30, 1803, the United States of America pur-
chased present-day Oklahoma as part of the 
Louisiana Purchase. France and Spain were notorious 
for blocking the port at 
New Orleans so this his-
tory-making land 
acquisition was vital to 
gaining complete ship-
ping and trade access 
along the Mississippi River.   

President Jefferson had no idea the vastness of the 
purchase and relied upon reports from explorations to 
gain this knowledge. Although the Lewis and Clark 

Expedition may be the 
first in your mind, the first 
to traverse northeastern 
Oklahoma was the Pike-
Wilkinson Expedition 
(1806) followed by the 

Glenn-Fowler Expedition (1821). Glenn and Fowler fol-
lowed the Verdigris River north to the confluence with 
the Caney River then continued north into Kansas Ter-
ritory, camping along the way at what would later 
become Bartlesville. From their knowledge of the land, 
Oklahoma was considered prime real-estate for east-
ern Indian relocations.  

At one time, the ancestral land of the Cherokee 
tribe spanned eight states in the southern 
Appalachian Mountain area. The encroachment of 
European settlers forced the Cherokees to forfeit 
much of their land, which shrank to become merely a 
portion of Georgia. Then gold was discovered and 
greedy Europeans flooded the remaining Cherokee 
lands in search of prosperity. By 1829 the Indian 
Removal Act was before Congress threatening the 
homeland existence of the Five Civilized Tribes 
(Cherokee, Choctaw, Chickasaw, Creek and Semi-
nole). In May 1830, the Act was signed into law by 
President Andrew Jackson, establishing seven-million 
acres of unsettled lands west of the Mississippi River 
as Indian land, which became known as Indian Terri-
tory and later Oklahoma.  

Some Cherokees moved willingly, others stood fast 
taking their fight to the Supreme Court which recog-
nized the Cherokee as a sovereign nation who 
required removal. Chaos ensued as Georgians pres-

The Cherokee, Delaware and Osage Tribes of 
Oklahoma have faced “overwhelming adversities” 
but their perseverance and spirit have triumphed.  

The 96th meridian is the Osage-Washington 
County line, marked by an 1871 stone survey marker 

on the Kansas-Oklahoma border.
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. . . A Time of Turmoil

sured towards total Cherokee removal, but the Chero-
kee were offered pennies for their land and refused to 
move. In an effort to save the Cherokee Nation and 
agreeing to removal, December 1835 the Cherokee 
signed the Echota Treaty which became the legal 
basis for the forcible removal known as the Trail of 
Tears with a two year deadline and a greater cash set-
tlement. The peaceful sleep of the Cherokee was 
interrupted as they faced the harshest winter in years 
on their slow march to their new land, west of the 
Mississippi River. Enduring disease, starvation and 
death, the survivors arrived in Indian Territory, east of 
the 96th Meridian, March 1839.  

In 1829, the Delaware Indians signed the Treaty of 
Council Camp with the U.S. Government and forfeited 
their land in Ohio, Indiana and Michigan for perma-
nent land west of the Mississippi River…at the fork of 
the Kansas and Missouri Rivers. The Delaware people 
reached the land promised to be their permanent 
Kansas home later that year, where they established 
prosperous farming communities.  

Then history was repeated. The 1854 Kansas-
Nebraska Act created Kansas Territory and the 
encroachment of white settlers forced the Delaware 
to cede more and more land to the U.S. Government, 
settlers and railroads. Finally, in 1867, the Delaware 
were forced to sell their Kansas lands and purchase 
land in the Cherokee Nation for one-dollar per acre. 
Furthermore, each registered Delaware was allowed 
to purchase citizenship in the Cherokee tribe.  

The Delaware were party to at least forty-five 
treaties…all of them broken. Their 1867-1868 removal 

to Indian Territory seemed to be their only chance for 
salvation.    

Civil War erupted in 1861 pitting brother against 
brother and often tribe against tribe who served 
both the Union and Confederate causes. While no 
major battles were fought in what would become 
Washington County, Indian Territory was not 
immune to conflict as soldiers from each faction 
traipsed this area gaining access to battles in 
neighboring counties.   

The word Oklahoma was derived from Choctaw 
words okla and humma, meaning “red people.”

George B. Keeler and Frank Revard are shown on 
the site of the original Osage Agency, which was  

located near Silver Lake.
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The end of the Civil War did not come soon enough. 
Although the Osage tribe tried to remain neutral during 
the war, like the Cherokee and Delaware tribes, the Osage 
were divided and devastated by the Civil War. The Osage 
Diminished Reserve, located in southeast Kansas, current 
location of Independence, had been greatly reduced in 
size by the influx of 
European-American 
settlers. Then, in 
1870, by Act of 
Congress, the sale 
of the Osage’s 
Kansas land 
brought the promise 
of final relocation to 
Indian Territory. As 
the only American 
Indian tribe to pur-
chase their own 
reservation, Osage 
County became 
their destination…
west of the 96th 
meridian.  

The Osages removed to Indian Territory and settled at 
Silver Lake, about two miles south of future Bartlesville. 
Prior to their arrival, Indian Agent Isaac Gibson rushed to 
establish a four-room, Osage Indian Agency as a wel-
come mat. The log building served as a government 
annuity pay-house for the Osage. Joining the complex 

was a blacksmith 
shop, school meet-
ing house and the 
personal home of 
Mr. Gibson.  

And so it was…
the Cherokee, 
Delaware and 
Osage people shar-
ing the same 
drinking water. The 
three tribes were 
known to have a 
few squabbles over 
the years and the 
Cherokee and 
Delaware were not 
pleased with the 
Osage arrival.  
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The Silver Lake area was a trader’s paradise, espe-
cially when the quarterly payments were disbursed and 
the tribes were flush with cash. To become a trader in 
Indian Territory, a white man either married an Indian 
maiden or purchased a trade license for $500, a “work 
permit” that required annual renewal. 

Among the first white settlers to “come and go” at Sil-
ver Lake, Joseph Hardin Bennett arrived in 1868 and 
became the first white trader to purchase citizen rights in 
the Cherokee Nation. He formed a trading store partner-
ship with “Big Reuben Tyner, which was dissolved in 1875. 
After the death of his first wife, Bennett married Huldah 
Ringo and the Bennetts became farmers, west of Silver 
Lake before moving to Hillside Mission, near Skiatook.    

Andrew Jackson Gilstrap moved just north of the Silver 
Lake area, near what is now known as the Tyler-Irwin farm. 
His wife, Sarah Jane Blythe was the granddaughter of 
Cherokee Chief Richard Fields and her father was the 
well-known William Blythe who established the Blythe 

Ferry, a vital Ten-
nessee River 
crossing during 
the Trail of Tears 
that became 
placed on 

FEATURE

DELAWARE INDIAN COUNCIL

JOSEPH HARDIN BENNETT

In 1987, the U.S. Congress  
created the National Trail of 
Tears Historic Trail cared for by 
the National Parks Service. 



the National Register of Historic Places in 1982. The cou-
ple had five children before Andrew’s death in 1869. He 
was buried in the Gilstrap Cemetery and his wife, Sarah 
continued to operate their trading post and sawmill near 
Gilstrap Crossing on the Caney River, selling it to the 
Osage Indian Agent, Isaac Gibson in 1870.  

Frenchman and half-Osage, Louis Chouteau, served 
as interpreter for the Osage during the Civil War before 
settling at Silver Lake where he built a log trading post 
near the Osage Agency and his log home a short distance 
from the “Gilstrap place.” Young George B. Keeler was a 
clerk at Chouteau’s Silver Lake trading post but often 
traveled to the Chouteau Springs trading post, near pres-
ent Woolaroc, for business. Keeler was away on the 
fateful December 1872 night that Jimmy Sullivan came 
knocking at A.J. Chouteau’s door. A quarrel over land 
ownership ensued and Chouteau was fatally stabbed. 
Chouteau stumbled outdoors and fell dead near a big red 
oak tree north of his home, where he was buried. His 
grave is now part of the Gilstrap Cemetery. 

Keeler sold the trading post stock and closed the store 
for Chouteau’s mother and remained in the Territory. 

A short distance from the privately owned and 
secluded Tyler Mausoleum, there are sixteen marked 
graves in the Gilstrap No.1 Cemetery and six in the 
Gilstrap No.2 Cemetery. Among the Gilstrap Cemetery 
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In later years, Dewey Portland Cement Company’s Don Tyler 
found the sunken grave of Louis Chouteau marked with only a 

non-descript stone. He placed a proper engraved cement grave 
marker incorporating the original stone marker.



residents are three Civil War veterans (James Thomas, 
James Henry Welch and Nathan Welch) and members of 
the Nelson Carr and Hilliard Rogers families. The Rogers’ 
graves have been marked as survivors by the Trail of 
Tears Association.   

The Osage tribe had settled their buffalo-hide tent 
community to the south and east of Silver Lake. Accord-
ing to the treaty terms of their removal from Kansas, their 
land was “west of the 96th meridian.” There was consid-
erable upheaval over who actually controlled the Silver 
Lake area and finally protests were sent to the Cherokee 
Nation headquarters in Tahlequah requesting independ-
ent survey of the 96th meridian. Although the U.S. 
Commissioner of the General Land Office sent Ehud N. 
Darling and Theodore H. Barrett to establish the “Indian 
Base Line and Meridian,” the Osage were not satisfied 
with the 1871 outcome and hired A.H. Perry to resurvey 
the lines. The result of both surveys placed Silver Lake 
about three miles east of the 96, so the Osage Agency 
was ordered west. Indian Agent Gibson and the Osage 
chieftains chose the spot on Bird Creek that later became 
Pawhuska. 

When the Osage left the area, Reverend John Sarcoxie 
moved into Agent Isaac Gibson’s home which he 
enlarged and improved. By 1874, the home was the most 
impressive two-story home in the area. Reverend Sar-
coxie spoke fluent Delaware but could neither read nor 

write. He was mentored by Reverend Charles Journey-
cake until he became ordained in 1888 and the two 
preached at the Silver Lake Baptist Mission Church which 
the Delawares established in the solid-walnut school 
building purchased from the Osage. 

John Sarcoxie was a full-blood Delaware Indian that preached at  
Silver Lake Baptist Church for more than 40 years.
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One Sunday morning, five men rode to the church 
and summoned Reverend Sarcoxie from the pulpit. 
When he appeared at the door, he was fatally shot. A 
gun battle erupted and two men escaped. The 
Delaware made short work of the captured assailants 
while George Keeler helped bury those killed at the 
church. Future church services were held under the 
watchful eye of armed 
guards.      

After the death of Rev-
erend Sarcoxie, his widow 
sold their home to Cherokee 
Joel Suagee who leased the 
lake as a recreation and 
entertainment site where 
picnics, swimming parties 
and sporting events took 
place. The grand home 
burned in 1907.  

Many other families 
came to the Silver Lake area 

to settle and trade with the Indian tribes; some mar-
ried Indian women and became visionary leaders in 
the development of Indian Territory. Among these men 
was Jacob H. “Jake” Bartles. 

Bartles served during the Civil War and returned to 
Kansas where he married widow Nancy Ann “Nannie” 
Journeycake Pratt, daughter of Delaware Chief and 

Reverend Charles Journeycake. 
In 1873, Bartles traveled, with 
his wife and her three daughters, 
to Indian Territory to establish 
an Indian trading post. Once the 
couple arrived in Indian Territory, 
they remarried according to 
tribal customs which granted 
him trading rights. They settled 
at Silver Lake and purchased 
the Osage log commissary left 
behind when the tribe removed, 
which was used as Bartles’ 
trading post and home.  
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As the once prosperous Silver Lake area began to 
deteriorate, people began to move away. In 1874 Jake 
moved his trading post to Turkey Creek on the White-
turkey Delaware allotment. Joe A. Bartles was born at 
that location on December 14, 1874.  

The nearest official post office was at Lightening 
Creek, near Nowata, I.T. so Bartles applied for and 
was granted a post office he aptly named Bartlesville. 
Many years later, the Indian Territory Pioneer Associ-
ation placed a cement marker commemorating the 
Bartlesville, I.T. post office location.      

Next month we will follow Jacob Bartles as he 
establishes his mill-site community.  

As with any history project, it takes an army of 
historians to document past happenings. Thank you 
to Margaret Teague, Ruby Cranor, Harold Farrar, 
Edgar Weston, Elmer Sark, Joe Barber and a host 
of area history heroes who have left us their excep-
tional research recording the foundation of 
Washington County.

Delaware Chief Charles Journeycake at the time of the Washington 
delegation. He established the first Baptist church in this area.
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Wow, what a year of tremendous 
expansion and change at Dewey’s 
Stormwalker Ranch! New staff, new and 
growing programs, and the transition to 
a non-profit organization merely scratch 
the surface.  

One of the most significant accom-
plishments was the development of the 
Ranch Mission Statement, 

“Stormwalker Ranch, with its unique 
environment, supports organizations 
and individuals by using equine partner-
ship to constructively address life issues 
and build healthy relationships with their 
Creator, family, friends and community.” 
The staff is empowered by the clarity of 
this missional direction. 

The SWR programs and outreach 
continue to change lives from the inside 
out by the grace and provision of God. 
The professional and caring team part-
ners with well-trained and intuitive 
horses to provide opportunities for chil-
dren, teens, and adults to explore who 
they are and how they fit into this crazy 
world. Stormwalker Ranch has riding 
programs, adult outreach and team-
building programs, faith-based day and 
overnight camp programs, and commu-
nity events.  

 Programs offered by Stormwalker 
Ranch include: 

Harvest Festival: With all the choices for 
October 31 fun, it would be easy to 
choose the SWR Harvest Festival 
because of their great games and prizes, 
live entertainment, buckets of candy, 
chuckwagon chili, a giant slide, kettle 
corn, costumed characters and parade, 
cotton candy, the take-one-home cake 
walk, an obstacle course, nachos, tiny 
tots bounce house, horse-drawn hay 
rides, and so much more!  

Spurs: This is an equine-facilitated 
learning program designed for schools 
and educational groups, as well as 

group leaders, business owners, man-
agers and executives in corporate 
settings who wish to experience accel-
erated learning in areas of team building, 
leadership, and relationship develop-
ment, using equine experiential learning. 

With emotional blocks swirling in my 
head, I was given three timed obstacles 
with a high-spirited mustang, supported 
by the SWR Spurs team. Though the 
buzzer sounded before I finished, I 
made a life-affirming connection — I am 
learning to persevere. 

Generation Ride: This is a lesson pro-
gram for riders 5-95 years old, beginner 
through advanced. Each rider is con-
nected with a skilled trainer and a 
well-trained horse. The riding lesson 
program takes a “soft feel” approach to 
riding, seeking to produce a partnership 
between horse and rider. 

Gates of Grace: Ranchers are always 
opening and closing gates placed for 
the protection of horse and rider. Some 
of the adult participants have been 
locked behind the gates of 
physical/emotional trauma, or even 
prison. Facilitated by therapeutic equine 
activities — round pen, horseback rid-
ing, equine experiential learning, life 
coaching, and family-style meals — 

women and men are offered community, 
Bible-based life skills, acceptance, and 
encouragement to move beyond one 
gate and forward into discovering new 
personal awareness and meaningful 
change and growth. 

Heart-pounding. Panic. Horses are 
very large and powerful and can be very 
intimidating. When participating in 
Gates of Grace, it is unusual not to ride, 
but I opted to just lead the horse around 
inside the arena — I am learning to trust. 

Camp SWR: Partnering with local min-
istry groups in the region, their 1-5 day 
camps are biblically-based equestrian 
programs focused on providing youth 
and leaders with additional tools for 
their discipleship and leadership devel-
opment. Programs are tailored to meet 
the needs of individual groups. Activi-
ties may include riding lessons, ranch 
work, team-building games, crafts, 
equine classes, and more. 

The team of this newly transformed 
non-profit is — with the community’s 
prayers and financial support — busy 
planning and preparing for an even bet-
ter 2020. Their motto, “Helping Horses 
Help People” is not a mere slogan. It is 
what they do every day.

Helping Horses Help People
Stormwalker Ranch Using Horses to Change Lives
by Matthew Kilburn, Stormwalker Ranch
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Do you need to schedule an  

appointment after 5?  

Now you can!
Same-day appointments accepted until 7 pm* 

Walk-ins still accepted 

William W. Davito, DO 

MArk D. Erhardt, DO 

Daniel J. Holdman, MD 

Elizabeth R. Sherrock, MD

Donald R. Simmons, MD 

Michael Ryan Vaclaw, MD 

Janice L. Shippy APRN, DNP 

Amanda Gutierrez, LPC

*Mon - Thur only

primarycareassociatesbartlesville.com

providers
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Yes! I would like a subscription of bMonthly  
delivered to my mailbox each month!

Name: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip:

1-Year Subscription (12 issues)  $48 

2-Year Subscription (24 issues)  $84   (save $12) 

3-Year Subscription (36 issues)  $120 (save $24)

       Check           Visa           Mastercard 

Card # 

Expiration

Mail to: bMonthly Magazine, PO Box 603, Bartlesville, OK  74005

Start the Fall off right! 
Order a subscription to bMonthly.

www.coppercupimages.com        918-337-2781 

we love 
Bartlesville
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Bruins Softball vs 
Muskogee 
5 PM; Bruins Softball Fields 

OKWU Volleyball vs 
Bethel 
6 PM; OKWU Gym 
 

OKWU Soccer vs Mid 
America Nazarene & 
Bellevue 
5 PM; OKWU Soccer Fields (W) 
7 PM; OKWU Soccer Fields (M) 
 

OKWU JV Mens Soccer 
vs Allen County CC 
5 PM; OKWU Soccer Fields 

Bruins Softball vs Grove 
5:30 PM; Bruins Softball Fields 

Bruins Volleyball vs 
Coweta-Senior Night 
6:15 PM; BHS Gym 

OKWU Volleyball vs 
Seminole State 
7 PM; OKWU Gym 
 

Gear Up for Futures 
Bike Ride 
8 AM; Boys and Girls Club  
Benefits the Boys & Girls Club 
of Bartlesville. Features 2 
organized bicycle rides: 33 & 
62 miles. The rides are fully 
supported with SAG and rest 
stops. Registration is $40 and 
t-shirts are $10. 33 mile ride 
route https://ridewithgps.com/
routes/31069110 62 mile ride 
route https://ridewithgps.com/
routes/31069026 

Wayside Fall Carnival 
5 PM; Wayside Elementary 
 

Bruins Softball vs 
Claremore 
5 PM; Bruins Softball Fields 

OKWU Volleyball vs 
Langstan 
6 PM; OKWU Gym 
 

OKWU JV Volleyball  
vs Sterling 
4:30 PM; OKWU Gym 
 

Bruins Homecoming 
Parade 
6 PM; Downtown Bartlesville 
The parade will begin and end 
at First Baptist Church 
between 4th Street and 5th 
Street on Cherokee Avenue. 
Any non-profit organization is 
welcome to participate. 
Entries must be completed by 
Monday, October 7. 

Bruins Volleyball vs 
Enid 
6:15; BHS Gym 
 

Bruins Football vs Sand 
Springs (Homecoming) 
7 PM; Custer Stadium 
 

Monthly Lego Club 
10 AM; Bartlesville Library 
Fun prizes and book 
giveaways! Plus the option to 
create your own project, or 
free-play - “Builders Choice!” 

OKWU Volleyball  
vs Tabor 
2 PM; OKWU Gym 

OKWU Soccer vs Avila 
5:30 PM; OKWU Soccer Fields (W) 
7 PM; OKWU Soccer Fields (M) 
 

Central Middle School 
Choir Concert 
7 PM; Bartlesville Fine Arts 
Center 
 

Madison Middle School 
Choir Concert 
7 PM; Bartlesville Fine Arts 
Center 
 

13th Annual Spook-a-
Rama  
6 PM; Kiddie Park  
Dress your child in their 
Halloween best for instant fun 
for all the family. Grown ups 
are encourged to dress up as 
well. Event runs through 
October 19 

OKWU JV Men’s  
Soccer vs McPherson 
7 PM; OKWU Soccer Fields 

Fall Break 
No school for Bartlesville 
Public Schools through 
October 18.  
 

Bruins Football vs Bixby 
7 PM; Custer Stadium 
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"Building a Healthy Community

Tour De Bville 
9 AM; Lookin Sharp Laundry & 
Dry Cleaners (2nd & Osage) 
A family bike ride around 
downtown Bartlesville with 
various stops along the way. 
Participants will receive a card 
to be punched at each 
designated stop. At the end of 
the ride, completed cards may 
be turned in for a drawing. 
Benefits Family Promise of 
Washington County. Cost: $15 
per adult, $10 per child (17 & 
Under). Max cost per family 
$40. Children under the age of 
16 must be accompanied by 
an adult on the ride.  

2019 Daffin the Ville 
10 AM; Lee Lake 
Help plant 6,000 daffodils at 
Lee Lake and other locations. 

OKWU Volleyball vs  
Ottawa 
2 PM; OKWU Gym 

OKWU Soccer vs 
Southwestern College 
3:30 PM; OKWU Soccer Fields (M) 
5:30 PM; OKWU Soccer Fields (W) 
 
BHS Choir Concert 
7 PM; BHS Fine Arts Center 
 

 
 

10th Annual Downtown 
Bartlesville Ghost Walk  
6 PM; Downtown Bartlesville 
Tickets are $10. Tours begin at 
the Hilton Garden Inn with a 
Halloween atmosphere, 
including a photo booth and 
libations from the restaurant 
and bar. Tour groups leave 
every 15 minutes. October 23 
& 24. 
 

Elementary No School 
Parent Teacher  
Conferences 
OKWU Women’s  
Basketball vs Bellevue 
6 PM; OKWU Gym 
 

OKWU Soccer vs York 
1 PM; OKWU Soccer Fields (W) 
3:30 PM; OKWU Soccer Fields (M) 

OKWU Volleyball  vs  
St Mary 
2 PM; OKWU Gym 

OKWU Basketball vs 
Kansas Christian & 
Calvary Christian 
6 PM; OKWU Gym (W) 
8 PM; OKWU Gym (M) 
 

Fall Carnival  
6 PM; Bartlesville Health & 
Rehab 
 
 

Harvest Festival 2019 
3:30 PM; StormWalker Ranch 
Great games & prizes, 
professional live entertainment, 
buckets of candy, giant slide, 
and more! Kids of all ages will 
love this event and it’s FREE 
for all! Located off Hwy 75, 
just 4 miles north of Pete’s 66 
in Dewey, with acres of lighten 
parking. The biggest event of 
the season! 
 

All Month thru 
 November 3 

Oklahoma Heritage 
Farms Fall Festival 
Hours Vary; Ramona 
Lots of fun for all ages at a 
working farm that transforms 
into a great outdoor event in 
the fall. Many make  
Oklahoma Heritage Farm a fall 
destination and enjoy a day of 
wholesome family fun 
activities that includes an 
incredible 11-acre maze, a 
pumpkin patch, and over 30 
acres with games, rides, 
activities, and entertainment. 
Bring your family, friends, 
school group, church group, 
or any group to a great fall 
festival. Oklahoma Heritage 
Farm is located alongside 
Hwy 75.Check Facebook 
@okheritagefarm for info.
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LET YOUR BUSINESS 
A PART 
OF THE MOST READ
MAGAZINE
IN BARTLESVILLE.

Call Keith or  
Christy McPhail today  

for advertising opportunities.

918-214-4968 
keith@bartlesvillemonthly.com
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© 2017 CFA Properties, Inc. Chick-fil-A® and Chick-fil-A Stylized® are registered trademarks of CFA Properties, Inc.

Bartlesville
602 SE Washington Blvd
www.facebook.com/cfabartlesville

Join us for action hero crafts, pictures, and visit with some of
your favorite heroes. Kids dressed in Action Hero attire will

receive a FREE Nuggets Kids Meal (4-count).

Tuesday, October 29, 2019 • 5:30 - 7:30 pm

Action Hero
Family Night
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“Friendly dealers, great showroom and vehicles, very accommodating. Really appreciate  
being called by name.” — Matt from Wichita, KS

Hwy 75 in Bartlesville • (918)333-8010 • gopatriotauto.com

OCTOBER EVENTS CALENDAR 
Know of an upcoming event you would like to see on our calendar? Visit us at www.bartlesvillemonthly.com to submit a free listing!

Tue, Oct 1 

Times Vary 

Oklahoma Heritage Farm Annual 
Fall Festival 
Oklahoma Heritage Farm 

38512 Hwy 75, Ramona 

Shelters with fire pits, concessions, & a 
country store are on the grounds for your 
convenience. You can make a day of 
your visit with unlimited access to all 
general admission activities and sched-
uled entertainment. The 2019 OHF 
festival theme is “Heartland USA.” Bring 
your family, friends, school group, church 
group, or any group to a great fall festival 
through November 3.  Hours are Tues-
day-Thursday 9-5, Friday 9-7, Saturday 
9-9, Sunday 1-5pm. 

1 PM 

Watercolor & Acrylic Painting 
Classes for Kids 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S Dewey Ave. 

Class is held every Monday-Thursday by 
appointment, 1-8:30 p.m. & taught by 
Ashley Droigk. Text 918-939-9055 or 
email flyingspirit77@gmail.com to book. 

7:30 PM 

Take Me Home – Jim Curry  
presented by BCCA 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd. 

Jim Curry is back to reprise his tribute to 
the life and music of John Denver. Jim 
sings in his own natural voice – a tribute 
to the music in a way that has to be seen 
and heard to understand the pure hon-
esty of his amazing performance. Curry’s 
heartfelt delivery rolls out into the crowd 
as multi-platinum hits like “Rocky Moun-
tain High,” “Annie’s Song” and “Calypso” 
fill the room. 
 

Wed, Oct 2 

7:30 PM 

Songbox 
Tinker’s GlassHouse 

600 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

Music + Bingo. Free to play! Win prizes! 

Thu, Oct 3 

1:30 PM 

Nutrition & Herb Study Group 
Hopestone Cancer Support Center 

206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

Study the uses, both medical & everyday, 
of different herbs and good nutritional 
practices. 

Fri, Oct 4 

10 AM 

Fall Traders Encampment 
Woolaroc Museum & Wildlife Preserve 

1925 Woolaroc Ranch Road 

Woolaroc will once again host the Fall 
Trader's Encampment at the Mountain 
Man Camp at Woolaroc. Nestled near the 
shore of Crystal Lake, this camp is one of 
the most beautiful of its kind and is the 
perfect setting for a weekend of historical 
retreat. Hosted by Woolaroc's Mountain 
Men, Wes & Roger Butcher, the camp 
has quickly become a favorite for traders 
and re-enactors from across the country. 
The camp will be historically accurate, 
recreating what a settlement of this type 
would have looked like in the 1840s. The 
Trader's Encampment is open to the 
public and guests are encouraged to 
park and walk through the camp. There 
is no additional admission required; reg-
ular admission at the gate includes the 
Spring Trader's Camp. Many of the 
campers will set up their tents or tipis 
and have period crafts for the public to 
view and purchase. 
 

Oklahoma Indian Summer Festival 
Downtown Dewey 

Juried art market for Native and Western 
artists inside Heritage Theater, Youth Art 
Show for grades K-12 (all Green Country 
students are eligible) inside Heritage The-
ater, Children's Program Saturday at 10 
a.m., Powwow Friday and Saturday night, 
Youth Powwow Saturday afternoon. 

5:30 PM 

Ann-Janette & the Evolution  
in Concert 
Platinum Ciger Company 

314 S Johnstone Ave. 

9 PM 

Live Music 
Solo Club 

408 E 2nd. St. 

Live Music 
Osage Casino Bartlesville 

222 Allen Rd. 

Sat, Oct 5 

8 AM 

5th Annual Cops & Rodders Car 
Show 
Washington County Sheriff’s Office 

611 SW Adams Blvd. 

There will be classic cars to see and fel-
lowship to be had. The event will allow 
you to tour the facility and see how your 
tax dollars are working at the Sheriff's 
Office in Bartlesville. Businesses will con-
tribute to door prizes.  

Bartlesville Farmers Market 
Frank Phillips Park 

Every Saturday through October. 

10 AM 

National Indian Taco  
Championship 
Downtown Pawhuska 

If you love fry bread and Indian tacos, 
then you'll love Pawhuska's annual 
National Indian Taco Championship. 
Come hungry and be prepared to taste 
the best traditional tacos around. In addi-
tion to the tacos, visitors to this annual 
championship will also enjoy local bands, 
Native American dance demonstrations 
and craft vendor booths. There is always 
something for the kids from inflatables to 
children's games, so bring the whole 
family and enjoy a beautiful day in 
Pawhuska. As an added bonus, local 
shops will be open for business during 
the Taco Championship and will provide 
a unique shopping experience to all fes-
tival-goers. Stick around to see if your 
favorite Indian taco is awarded a cash 
prize for best recipe at this year's com-
petition. Make your way to Pawhuska, 
feast on delicious tacos and enjoy every-
thing this fun food festival has to offer. 

Fall Traders Encampment 
Woolaroc Museum & Wildlife Preserve 

1925 Woolaroc Ranch Road 

See October 4 event for info. 

Oklahoma Indian Summer Festival 
Downtown Dewey 

See October 4 event for info. 

Bartlesville Artisan Market 
Washington Park Mall 

2350 SE Washington Blvd, Ste 218 

Held every Saturday from 10 a.m. until 4 
p.m. at the Washington Park Mall. 
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OktoberfestOktoberfest
BARTLESVILLEBARTLESVILLE

Mary Lynn Mihm
Attorney At Law

OCT 5OCT 5

Tickets atTickets at
okmmusic.orgokmmusic.org

Downtown BvilleDowntown Bville 4-11pm4-11pm

EVENTS CALENDAR

4 PM 

Oktoberfest hosted by OKM Music 
Downtown Bartlesville 

Dress in your favorite Bavarian clothing 
and head to downtown Bartlesville for 
Oktoberfest! Expect to find all the flair 
and flavors of the traditional German fes-
tival. Oktoberfest will bring drinks, live 
polka music, and dance to downtown 
Bartlesville. Attendees can play authentic 
German games, drink cold beer or cider, 
and participate in raffles and a costume 
contest. Tickets are available online at 
okmmusic.org. Entry is free for kids 12 
and under and only $5 for guests under 
the age of 21. Guests 21 years of age 
and older tickets starting at $15, with 
other ticket options that include free 
unlimited refills and extra perks. 

8:30 PM 

Trivia Night 
Tinker’s GlassHouse 
600 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

Sun, Oct 6 

3 PM 

Life Drawing with Model 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S Dewey Ave. 

Mon, Oct 7 

10 AM 

Elder Care Open House Tour 
Elder Care 

1223 Swan Dr. 

Tue, Oct 8 

5:30 PM 

Women’s Cancer Support Group 
Hopestone Cancer Support Center 

206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

Wed, Oct 9 

7:30 PM 

Songbox 
Tinker’s GlassHouse 

600 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

See October 2 event for info. 

Thu, Oct 10 

6 PM 

ADPA Parkinson’s Caregivers  
Support Group 
JPMC Lower Level Classroom 

3500 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

 

 

7 PM 

Stray Kats Movie Night 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave, Dewey 

Fri, Oct 11 

10 AM 

2 Friends & Junk Craft Show 
Washington County Fairgrounds 

More than 100 fabulous booths. Items 
include vintage, upcycled, furniture, 
industrial, boutiques, architectural sal-
vage, antiques, custom home decor, 
Christmas gifts, farmhouse, rustic junk, 
and a little more! Admission is $5 per 
person, and is good for both days with 
your waterproof wristband on. Kids 12-
under admitted free. 
3500 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

5:30 PM 

Baker Heritage Blues Festival - 
Ladies in the Blues 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave, Dewey 

9 PM 

Live Music 
Solo Club 

408 E 2nd. St. 

Live Music 
Osage Casino Bartlesville 

222 Allen Rd. 

Sat, Oct 12 

7:30 AM 

39th Annual Run the Streets 
Woolaroc 8K & Fun Run 
Woolaroc Museum & Wildlife Preserve 

1925 Woolaroc Ranch Road 

Runners and walkers roam with the buf-
falo and deer as they compete in the 
most scenic race in the Southwest. Run-
ners and their guests are treated to free 
admission to Woolaroc and are invited to 
visit the Woolaroc Museum and Lodge 
after the race. All proceeds will benefit 
Run the Streets — a mentoring and run-
ning program for youth in Washington 
County. The 8K costs $35 to participate, 
the fun run costs $25. Register at 
www.racaplace.com. 
 

10 AM 

2 Friends & Junk Craft Show 
Washington County Fairgrounds 

See October 11 event for info. 

4 PM 

Baker Heritage Blues Festival - 
Ladies in the Blues 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave, Dewey 

5 PM 

OU/Texas Watch Party & Cigar 
Tasting/Pairing 
Platinum Ciger Company 

314 S Johnstone Ave. 

7:30 PM 

A Symphonic Spooktacular  
presented by the BSO 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd. 

Join the Bartlesville Symphony Orchestra 
in an early Halloween extravaganza! 
Scary music from the great composers 
will team up with memorable film scores 
for a spooky night of orchestral chills and 
thrills. A frightfully fun evening of music 
for the entire family. Costumes encour-
aged! 

Tue, Oct 15 

7:30 PM 

Beautiful: The Carole King Musical 
presented by Broadway in Bartlesville! 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd. 

Beautiful – The Carole King Musical tells 
the Tony® and Grammy® Award-winning 
inspiring true story of King’s remarkable 
rise to stardom, from being part of a hit 
songwriting team with her husband Gerry 
Goffin, to her relationship with fellow 
writers and best friends Cynthia Weil and 
Barry Mann, to becoming one of the 
most successful solo acts in popular 
music history. 

Wed, Oct 16 

7:30 PM 

Songbox 
Tinker’s GlassHouse 

600 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

See October 2 event for info. 

Thu, Oct 17 

1:30 PM 

Nutrition & Herb Study Group 
Hopestone Cancer Support Center 

206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

See October 3 event for Info. 

5 PM 

Parkinson’s Support Group 
Elder Care 

1223 Swan Dr. 

The Parkinson’s Support Group meets 
monthly, and is open to those with 
Parkinson’s disease and their families. 
Includes guest speakers, break-out ses-
sions, and socialization. Please call 
918-336-8500 for more information. 

6 PM 

13th Annual Spook-a-Rama 
Kiddie Park 

200 Cherokee Ave (Johnstone Park) 

Dress your child in their Halloween best 
for instant fun for all the family. Grown 
ups are encourged to dress up as well. 

7 PM 

Kitchen Table Jam 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave, Dewey 

Fri, Oct 18 

8 AM 

Jenny on the Road 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd 

Learn more about quilting during this 
fabulous traveling trunk show with sew-
lebrity, Jenny Doan, of Missouri Star Quilt 
Co! At this special event, you’ll find out, 

“What happens if?” With just a few simple 
flips and turns, you’ll discover how to 
work magic with quilt blocks. Jenny's 
quick and easy methods will have you 
feeling inspired to try something new! 
Along with learning many valuable tips 
and tricks for quilting, you'll laugh and 
maybe even shed a few tears as Jenny 
shares the story of what got her started 
in quilting and how Missouri Star Quilt Co. 
came to be. What started with one family 
has expanded to touch the hearts of 
many and has created a family of quilters 
around the world! Tickets are $75 and 
can be purchased at the Bartlesville 
Community Center. 

10AM 

The Woolaroc Retrospective  
Exhibit & Sale 
Woolaroc Museum & Wildlife Preserve.  

1925 Woolaroc Ranch Road 

This year’s show will feature Tony 
Angell, Clyde Aspevig, Logan Maxwell 
Hagege, Tony Hochstetler, Quang Ho, 
Jeremy Lipking, Thomas Quinn, and Skip 
Whitcomb, all of whom are nationally 
recognized for their work. The exhibit & 
sale is open during normal park hours 
through December 29. 
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Matt Spence, Agent

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

124 SW Frank Phillips Blvd  
Bartlesville, OK 74003-6607

Office: 918-336-3333 
Cell: 918-338-9350 
Fax: 918-336-9829 

 

matt.spence.wpdz@statefarm.com 
mattistheagent.com

EVENTS CALENDAR

6 PM 

13th Annual Spook-a-Rama 
Kiddie Park 

200 Cherokee Ave (Johnstone Park) 

See October 17 event for info. 

7 PM 

Bartlesville Film Society showing 
of Silence of the Lambs 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave, Dewey 

9 PM 

Live Music 
Solo Club 

408 E 2nd. St. 

Live Music 
Osage Casino Bartlesville 

222 Allen Rd. 

Sat, Oct 19 

9 AM 

Tour de B’Ville benefit for Family 
Promise of Washington County 
Phillips 66 Parking lot 

Frank Phillips Blvd. 

Registration begins at 9 a.m., ride starts 
at 10 a.m. It is a family bike ride around 
downtown Bartlesville with various stops 
along the way. Participants will receive a 
card to be punched at each designated 
stop. At the end of the ride, completed 
cards may be turned in for a drawing. 
The fundraiser benefits Family Promise 
of Washington County (FPWC), a non-
profit organization helping homeless 
children and their families achieve inde-
pendence.  Cost is $15 per adult and $10 
per child (17 -under). Max cost per family 
is $40. Children under the age of 6 must 
be accompanied by an adult on the ride. 

Women’s Health Day  
Educational Event 
Hopestone Cancer Support Center 

203 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

For women only.  Come hear profession-
als address your health issues.  Lunch 
will be served.  Register at 918-766-8673. 

2 PM 

Movie Matinee showing of Hocus 
Pocus 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave, Dewey 

6 PM 

13th Annual Spook-a-Rama 
Kiddie Park 

200 Cherokee Ave (Johnstone Park) 

See October 17 event for info. 
 

7 PM 

Poetry Night 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave, Dewey 

8:30 PM 

Trivia Night 
Tinker’s GlassHouse 

600 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

Sun, Oct 20 

1 PM 

Free Family Funday 
Price Tower 

510 S Dewey Ave. 

Free exhibition admission and feature-
themed crafts that highlight the 
exhibition or the season. Crafts will 
engage children and youth into an edu-
cational, artistic experience in the gallery 
of the Price Tower Arts Center. There is 
no cost to attend Family Fundays. 

Tue, Oct 22 

5:30 PM 

Women’s Cancer Support Group 
Hopestone Cancer Support Center 

206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

Wed, Oct 23 

6 PM 

Downtown Bartlesville Ghost Walk 
Hilton Garden Inn 

205 SW Frank Phillips Blvd. 

This year's event features new locations 
and new stories based on real life inci-
dents that took place in and around 
Washington County. These spooky tales 
are told by some of Bartlesville's best 
actors and actresses. Tickets are $10 
each and tours leave every 15 minutes 
with the first tour going out at 6pm. 
Attendee's should expect to walk no 
more than 1 mile. Ghost Walk organizers 
make every effort to select locations that 
are accessible for all. The Ghost Walk is 
recommended for patrons 12 years and 
older. For information or questions call 
918-336-8709. 
 
 

7:30 PM 

Songbox 
Tinker’s GlassHouse 

600 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

See October 2 event for info. 

Thu, Oct 24 

10 AM 

Flu Clinic 
Hopestone Cancer Support Center 

203 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

Offered by Jane Phillips MedCare Phar-
macy. Cancer patients with insurance, 
claims will be filed. Cancer patients with-
out insurance will be covered by 
Hopestone. 

5:30 PM 

Golden Hour 
Elder Care1223 Swan Dr. 

Free social evening with live entertain-
ment, food & giveaways. The event is 
open to anyone in the community over 
the age of 60. No RSVP is required. 

6 PM 

Downtown Bartlesville Ghost Walk 
Hilton Garden Inn 

205 SW Frank Phillips Blvd. 

See October 23 event for info. 

6:30 PM 

Purse-uing Purpose 
MUTUAL 

3401 Price Road 

Join us for this fun "girls night out": silent 
auction for gently-used designer purses, 
mocktails, desserts, and a drawing for a 
new designer purse valued at $500! 

7 PM 

Halloween Karaoke 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave, Dewey 

Fri, Oct 25 

8 PM 

Halloween Dance Party with  
The Usual Suspects 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave, Dewey 

9 PM 

Live Music 
Solo Club 

408 E 2nd. St. 

Live Music 
Osage Casino Bartlesville 

222 Allen Rd. 

 

Sat, Oct 26 

10 AM 

Cultivating T.R.U.E. Connected  
Relationships 
MUTUAL 

3401 Price Road 

All women are invited to hear life coach, 
speaker and author, Elisa Pulliam. She is 
passionate about helping women! Learn 
more about her at moretobe.com. 

2 PM 

Murder Mystery Matinee 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave, Dewey 

Cost is $15 per person. 

7 PM 

Bartlesville Film Society showing 
of The Thing 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave, Dewey 

Mon, Oct 28 
Alliance Brass presented by BCCA 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd 

Established in Chicago, 2010, the 
Alliance Brass has emerged as one of the 
country’s most exciting brass ensembles.  

Tue, Oct 29 

6:30 PM 

Haunts of Memories Past 
Dewey Cemetery 

Discover the lives of those long since 
buried at the Dewey Cemetery. As you 
walk through the cemetery you will be 
guided to those who will tell you their 
lives and deaths. Cost is $10 for this 
fundraiser for the Tom Mix Museum. 

Wed, Oct 30 

6:30 PM 

Haunts of Memories Past 
Dewey Cemetery 

See October 29 for event info.  

Thu, Oct 31 

7 PM 

Murder Mystery 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave, Dewey 

TBA 

Halloween Party & Costume  
Contest 
Platinum Ciger Company 

314 S Johnstone Ave.
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Our local team has over 350 years of  combined experience to serve you and your family.

Trust your investments and your future to Arvest Wealth Management.

(918) 337-4309 
arvest.com/wealth

Investment products and services provided by Arvest Investments, Inc., doing business as Arvest Wealth Management, member FINRA/SIPC, an SEC registered 
investment adviser and a subsidiary of Arvest Bank. Insurance products made available through Arvest Insurance, Inc., which is registered as an insurance agency. 

ervices provided by Arvest Bank.

Investments and Insurance Products: Not a Deposit

Not FDIC Insured      Not Insured by Any Federal Government Agency      May Go Down in Value

STRENGTH IN NUMBERS

EVENTS CALENDAR
MONDAY 

9 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

10 AM 

Citizenship Class 
Bartlesville Public Library 

4:30 PM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

5 PM 

Vinyasa Yoga 
2nd Street Flat 

5:30 PM 

Spanish Class 
Bartlesville Public Library 

TUESDAY 

8 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

9:30 AM 

Gentle Yoga & Meditation 
Bliss Studio 

10 AM 

Fine Art Class 
BAA Price Tower Design Center 

Caregiver Support Group 
Elder Care 

6 PM 

Prana Vinyasa Flow Yoga 
Hillcrest Country Club 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

7 PM 

Tuesday Trivia 
Painted Horse Bar & Grill 

Darts 
Solo Club 

WEDNESDAY 

9 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

9 AM 

Tapestry Weaving Class 
Price Tower Design Center 

10 AM 

Babies & Toddlers Storytime 
Bartlesville Public Library 

11 AM 

Preschooler Storytime 
Bartlesville Public Library 

1 PM 

Open Studio 
Price Tower Design Center 

4:30 PM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

6 PM 

REFIT 
Bartlesville Public Library 

Vinyasa Yoga 
2nd Street Flat 

Citizenship Class 
Bartlesville Public Library 

THURSDAY 

8 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

9:30 AM 

Prana Vinyasa Flow Yoga 
Bartleville Civic Ballet Studio 

Gentle Yoga & Meditation 
Bliss Studio 

10 AM 

Babies & Toddlers Storytime 
Bartlesville Public Library 

ESL Conversion Class 
Bartlesville Public Library 

WW Wellness Workshop 
Bartlesville Community Center 

11 AM 

Preschooler Storytime 
Bartlesville Public Library 

1 PM 

Beginning Watercolor Art Class 
Price Tower Design Center 

5:30 PM 

WW Wellness Workshop 
Bartlesville Community Center 

6 PM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

7 PM 

Nightshift Karaoke 
Osage Casino 
 
 

9 PM 

Angelo’s Karaoke (21+) 
Angelo’s Tavern 

FRIDAY 

5:30 AM 

Power Yoga & Meditation 
Bliss Studio 

9 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

10 AM 

Fine Art Class 
Price Tower Design Center 

11 AM 

Power Yoga & Meditation 
Bliss Studio 

12 PM 

Eat Healthy, Be Active 
Bartlesville Public Library 

9 PM 
Live Music 
Solo Club 

9 PM 
Live Music 
Osage Casino 

SATURDAY 

8 AM 

Bartlesville Farmers Market 
Frank Phillips Park 

8:30 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

10 AM 

Bartlesville Artisan Market 
Washington Park Mall 

WCSPCA Adoption Event 
Petco 

Gentle Yoga & Meditation 
Bliss Studio 

7 PM 

Gentle Stretch Yoga 
2nd Street Flat 

SUNDAY 

7 PM 

Gentle Stretch Yoga 
2nd Street Flat

RECURRING 
E V E N T S

2nd Street Flat 
118 A W. 2nd St.

Angelo’s Tavern 
130 S. Cherokee Ave.

Bartlesville Art Association 
Price Tower Design Center 
500 S. Dewey Ave.

Bartlesville Artisan Market 
Washington Park Mall 
2350 SE Washington Blvd.

Bartlesville Public Library 
600 S. Johnstone Ave.

Bliss Studio 
319 S. Dewey Ave.

Elder Care 
1223 Swan Dr.

Osage Casino 
222 Allen Road

Painted Horse Bar & Grille 
110 SW Frank Phillips Blvd.

Solo Club 
408 E. 2nd St.

Bartlesville Weight Watchers 
Bartlesville Community Center 
300 SE Adams Blvd.

Bartlesville Yoga 
MON/THURS: Bartlesville 
Civic Ballet Studio, 110 W. 2nd 
TUES: Hillcrest Country Club, 
1901 Price Road

Upper Room Noon  
Worship Service 
Johnstone/Sare Bldg. - 3rd Floor
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DISCOVER DEWEY

Walkin’ Through History
Take a Stroll Through the Dewey Cemetery
by Bill Woodard

One year ago in this article we covered a bit of the his-
tory of the Bartles Mausoleum and the Dewey Cemetery. 
We mentioned that a walk through any cemetery is like a 
walk through history. First, a 
brief disclaimer: We will only 
be walking one small section 
of the cemetery. Every head-
stone has a story, and only a 
tiny fraction are covered in 
this story. 

Just south of the Bartles 
Mausoleum are buried Harry 
and Kate (Messler) Brent. Mr. 
Brent was born in Vir-
ginia and is 
listed in the 
1900 census as 
being a boarder 
at the Dewey 
Hotel. His occu-
pation was listed 
as “cattle raiser,” 
but he was also a 
clerk for Jacob Bar-
tles in the Bartles’ 
store. Kate Messler 
was born in New Jer-
sey, and was 20 years 
younger than Mr. 
Brent. They were mar-
ried on January 11, 1905. We are not certain what 
brought either Mr. Brent or Miss Messler to Dewey, but 
in 1900 Miss Messler was living in New Jersey as a 
boarder in the home of Elias Bartles, Jacob Bartles 
nephew. Mr. Brent became a respected rancher and was 
one of the founders, along with Jacob Bartles, of the 
First National Bank of Dewey, in 1906. Mr. Brent was a 
prominent figure in an incident in the life of another per-
son buried in this section of the cemetery. 

Down from Harry and Kate Brent we find Hamp and 
Jennie Scudder. A most interesting bit of Jennie’s story 
was covered in Debbie Neece’s fine article in the Novem-
ber 2018 issue of bMonthly. Gordon Hampton Scudder 
was born in Georgia and came with his family to Vinita in 
1891. His parents and eleven siblings settled north of 

Chelsea. Hamp and Will Rogers were boyhood and life-
long friends, growing up on neighboring ranches in 
Rogers county. Hamp and Jennie Clark were married in 

1910 and settled on their own 
ranch north of Dewey. One of their 
sons, Pat Scudder, is in the Rodeo 
Hall of Fame. Hamp and Jennie 
stories could fill a book. 

Julia Johnson Gilstrap Lewis 
Dalton is arguably the most colorful 
woman buried in this section of the 
Dewey Cemetery, as one might 
infer from her name. Her first two 

husbands were 
killed in gunfights, 
her third was 
Emmett Dalton, one 
of the infamous Dal-
ton brothers. 
Emmett Dalton and 
Julia Lewis were 
married in Bartlesville 
on September 3, 
1908. They remained 
together until Dalton’s 
death in 1937.  There 
is some speculation 
that she may have 

been married first to Albert 
Whiteturkey and finally to a 
man named Johnson after 
Dalton’s death. But the evi-
dence is sketchy. Husband 
Bob Gilstrap was killed at the 
Bartles’ store in 1889. Harry 
Brent was clerking in the 
store at the time of the killing. 

And so many more stories. 
Henry Starr, the outlaw. And right beside his new modern 
stone rests a very old stone with a hand carved “Baby 
Star”. So many familiar names Shull, Lemon, Shira, Shirey, 
Bowersock, Gavellas, Thaxton ... Stories for another day. 

Check Oct. 29-30 on the bMonthly Calendar for an 
exciting event at the Dewey Cemetery.

HAMP & JENNIE SCUDDER

JULIA DALTON



by Keith McPhail
It's fall! And change is in the air. Outside, it's in the 

cooler weather and in the trees' transforming colors. Inside, 
it's in the delicious dishes being cooked up across town, 
as our cravings for light summertime fare transition to cozy 
comfort food. What a great time of year to treat yourself to 
something new. Make a date with some of Bartlesville's 
best eats. We're confident you won't regret it! 

Yum!
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PAINTED HORSE BAR & GRILLE 
COFFEE BAR: MON-FRI 9AM-9PM, SAT 10:30AM-9PM 

KITCHEN: MON-FRI 10:30AM-9PM 
* LIMITED MENU AVAILABLE FRI & SAT 9-10 PM 

BAR HOURS 
MON - THU 10:30 AM - 10 PM 

FRI & SAT 10:30 AM - MINDIGHT 
110 SW FRANK PHILLIPS BLVD. 

918-333-1100 • PAINTED-HORSE.COM 
Painted Horse Bar & Grill, together with Wolf Creek Ranch  

owners, Mark and Kelly Spencer, are proud to offer our locally 
raised, guaranteed all natural Angus beef products. 

WEEZE’S CAFE 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 6 AM - 1:30 PM 

SATURDAY 6:30 AM - 11:30 AM • SUNDAY 6:30 AM - 1 PM 

328 S DEWEY AVE 

918-337-0881 
WWW.WEEZESCAFE.COM 

It’s a great place to start your day!  
Voted one of the 10 restaurants in Bartlesville.  

We offer an All-American menu from biscuits and gravy to 
homemade chicken and noodles. We cater small to large groups.  

Serving the Bartlesville area since 1995.

RIB CRIB 
SUNDAY - SATURDAY 11 AM - 10 PM 

2077 SE WASHINGTON BLVD. 

918-333-6200 
WWW.RIBCRIB.COM 

All You Can Eat Ribs every Tuesday from 4-close  

We offer fundraising for organizations.  

We can cater 10-10,000 people. 
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200 E 4th Street | Downtown Bartlesville 
Monday - Friday 6am - 2pm | Saturday 7am - 2pm 

www.outpostcoffeeco.com

Wood fire grilled chicken, fish, beef, and vegetables. 
Smoked meats and bread baked in-house daily. 
6,000 square feet and two full-service bars. 

Upstairs event room and private meeting room.

600 E Frank Phillips Blvd, Bartlesville, OK 74003

 Monday - Saturday,  11am 918.214.8054

GRILL 125

918-287-3444 
125 E Main St, Pawhuska

HOURS: 
Sun:  11am - 2pm  |  Mon-Wed:  11am - 3pm 
Thur:  11am - 9pm  |  Fri & Sat:  11am - 10pm 

FRIDAY NIGHT 
Prime Rib Nite (Dinner menu) 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
Flame Broiled Ribeye, Fillet Mignon & Grilled Shrimp  

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS





OCTOBER 2019 | b Monthly     41



42     b Monthly | OCTOBER 2019

Pawhuska Family Medical Clinic
NOW  
OPEN

1109 East 15th Street 
918.287.5151                     

Monday-Friday, 8:30 am-4:30 pm  |  Tuesdays open until 7 pm

•   Accepting  
    new patients 
•   FREE flu shots 
•   Medicare,  
    Medicaid, 
    Healthcare  
    plans accepted

Providers: 
Cameron Rumsey, M.D. 

Heather Arrington, APRN

Tri County Tech does not discriminate on the basis of religion, race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in its programs and activities. The following person has been 

designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies: Tara Stevens | Compliance Of昀cer | 6101 Nowata Road | Bartlesville, OK 74006 | 918.331.3248

T R I  C O U N T Y  T EC H  P B D C   |   112 5  V I R G I N I A  S H O R T  S T R E E T,  P A W H U S K A ,  O K   |   918 . 2 8 7. 3 3 5 7

D E V E L O P M E N T  C E N T E R

Customized corporate training available for large and small groups for leadership 

development, strategic planning, safety training, and technology training.

Incubator Services for start-up businesses and business consultations.
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ON THE OSAGE

The Rest of the Story...
Book led Roy & Barbara Clark to Visit Osage County
by Kelly Bland

With the timing of the filming of “Killers of the Flower 
Moon,” and the possibility of Robert De Niro and 
Leonardo DiCaprio arriving soon, it seems like this might 
be a good time to do a little “Paul Harveying” and tell 
you “The Rest of the Story.” 

Here in the Osage, life has never been dull. There 
have been outlaws and lawmen, Indians and cowboys, 
tallgrass and beautiful country, since before it was a 
reservation, a state, or even a territory, for that matter.  
But when crude started being pumped up from the 
ground, the story deepened, and the plot thickened.  
To know that tale, you’ll have to read the book or wait 
for the movie. However, there is another aspect of it all 
— one that will make you realize you just never know 
who might be coming to town when you least expect 
it, and one that just might touch your heart with a 
spring of hope. 

Roy and Barbara Clark lived in Tulsa and had not ven-
tured up to Osage County much — until Barbara began 
reading “Killers of the Flower Moon.” She said Roy 
wasn’t into reading the book, but he would ask her, 

“What happened next?” as she was making her way 
through its pages.  So, she took him along her journey 
and began filling him in, page by page. 

One day they decided to take a drive up into Osage 
County to see some of the spots written about in the 
novel, and that’s when it happened — They fell in love 
with the beauty and the charm of the countryside. Bar-
bara said she felt a tug on her heart and was moved in 
her spirit for Osage County, and Pawhuska in particular.  

“There was just something about Pawhuska,” she said.  
Many visitors to the area express kindred sentiments, 
which has contributed to Osage County rising as one of 
Oklahoma’s top tourism destination spots.     

However, Barbara didn’t know it at the time, but 
those drives through the Osage would be some of the 
last drives she and Roy would make together, as he 
passed away a few months later. Fast forward a year or 
so, and Barbara met Denise Ward of the American Ther-
apeutic Riding Center (ATRC). The ATRC is well known 
for its work with children, using horses in their therapy.  
Roy and Barbara had long been philanthropists of chil-
dren’s causes. When Barbara found out the ATRC was 

in Osage County, and that they held their annual 
fundraising events in Pawhuska, she knew this was 
something with which she wanted to get involved.  She 
gave the ATRC permission to make their events “Roy 
Clark Memorial” events — the first of their kind. 

The very first Roy Clark Memorial Championship 
Rodeo took place this past spring, and the very first Roy 
Clark Memorial Championship Barrel Race will take 
place on October 26, 2019, at the Osage County Fair-
grounds in Pawhuska. You can be a part of it all and 
come out and support a good cause. Who knows, you 
may even get to meet Mrs. Roy Clark while you are there. 
To think it all began with David Grann and his movie-
bound novel… 

And now you know the rest of the story. We hope to 
see you in the Osage soon!  

For more information on the ATRC Roy Clark Memo-
rial Barrel Race, download the “Visit the Osage” app 
from the App Store or go to www.VisitTheOsage.com.

Denise Ward, Barbara Clark, and Kelly Bland.



3,652 Days
by Keith McPhail

August 7th at 12:30 a.m.  
I needed Christy’s blessing to write 

this story, because without it you would 
never be reading this. Christy and I have 
talked about and prayed about the story 
you are about to read, and hope we can 
help other parents through this journey 
... our journey ... our story.  

The flood of memories had me soul 
searching. Through prayer, tears, anger, 
and sleepless nights, I was able to begin 
writing what God put on my heart. I have 
struggled to write these words so you, 
our readers, would come close to the 
edge of this darkness we go through 
every day.  October 8 ... for me this day 

is coming like a hurricane, like it does 
every year — but this year is different. 
I’m going to try to put you in Christy’s 
world ... our world ... and the deepest 
pain of losing a child. Perhaps under-
stand the HELL that we as a family have 
to go through every day without a map 
on how to do it.  

“Until you have experienced this kind of loss, it is hard to know the depth of that kind of finality.”
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When Tyler passed away, we, as a husband and wife and a 
fractured family, were barely two years out of my drug addiction 
and the HELL I put everyone through. Then we lost Tyler ... 
DAMN GOD ... are you kidding me? Why God?! I was so angry 
and felt betrayed by Him.  

The night Tyler passed away, I remember it had rained the 
whole week, and that day was no different. That night, hundreds 
of friends and family came to our house. The months and years 
after we lost Tyler, the evidence of all of those people remained 
stained into the carpet. No matter how many times we cleaned 
that carpet, those stains never came out. We were reminded 
every day of that night.  

The story of Tyler’s death replays like a movie in my mind 
every day, beginning the moment Christy walked into our bed-
room saying “what do you mean Tyler’s been shot?!” For this 
family — and all the families who have lost a child — there is no 
pause button in this movie ... no rewind ... it just continues to 
play on and on.  

August 27th at 12:30 a.m.  
Over the last few weeks, I’ve started to feel the grief and 

sorrow in the air as we draw closer to Tyler’s birthday, Septem-
ber 2, and the day he went to Heaven, October 8. He was 
barely 17 years old when he died.  

Three thousand six hundred and fifty two days ... 3652 days 
... this is how many days Tyler has been gone. Those days are 
also 10 years, 120 months, 520 weeks, 87,648 hours, 5,258,880 
minutes, and 315,532,800 seconds. 3652 days.  To Christy and 
me, it is how many days our Tyler has been in Heaven ... It is 
how long we haven’t heard his voice or his contagious laugh ... 
it is how long we haven’t seen his smile. When I first decided in 
March to write this story, I went through many months thinking 
about that year, that October, and that day. Tyler, I really can’t 
believe you’re gone, son.  

As each of those 3652 days passed through my mind, I 
wondered who Tyler would be?  Would he have 
gone to his first prom; played baseball with 
his brother, James; graduated high 
school; or gone to 
college? 

Would he be married and a father? There are many what ifs and 
maybes, but what is for certain on this journey we walk through 
is that every day I see a picture by our front door of Tyler holding 
Grace. That picture is the reality that he will never be one day 
older than he was in that picture.  

Are these days more significant than the others because it’s 
his birthday or 3652 days since he’s been gone? No. This is a 
story that continues and this book never closes ... it’s always 
open. It’s a story in which his name is spoken and talked about 
every day ... where we remember his laughter ... that smile ... 
him singing or rapping all the time. We talk about him looking at 
shoes online for hours at a time, and how he always loved 
everyone. Popular or not, you were always Tyler’s friend.  

September 2nd at 11:46 p.m.  
Christy sleeps after this long day, and I finish writing this 

story on Tyler’s 27th birthday.  

I knew that on this day, I would sit in the shadow of a tree ... 
a tree I have sat next to many times. This tree, which now 
stands over 25 feet tall, is the same tree Christy and I planted 
weeks after Tyler’s funeral. It was barely four feet tall and now 
its shadow covers this sacred ground. With each season, year 
after year, this ground changes from green to brown as do the 
leaves of this tree. With the setting sun shining on my face and 
the wind blowing memories through my mind, the God-bumps 
cover my arms. I feel Tyler’s presence, like he was just here, but 
it was really long ago. Those memories have such a sting to 
them, so I close my eyes, let go, and become still.  
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We bought a stone bench before Tyler’s headstone was fin-
ished, so Christy would have a place to sit and mourn. Christy 
and I have sat out here many days and nights over the years. 
For us, the pain makes it seem like we just buried Tyler. We are 
comforted by the saying carved in the stone, “Gone yet not for-
gotten, although we are apart, your spirit lives within me, 
forever in my heart.”  We stare at Tyler’s headstone, which has 
a picture of him carved into the granite, and see the date ... 
October 8, 2009.  What moves me to my core is to see a 
mother — my wife, my best friend, and the strongest woman I 
have ever known — experiencing such grief. She sits in the 
grass, her face wet from the tears filling her hands, and she just 
weeps ... it’s a sound like no other. The sound of a mother 
weeping for her lost child is unforgettable. The hopelessness I 
feel is unbearable, because there is nothing I can do or say that 
will make that sorrow go away. I sometimes take pictures of 
these moments because I see the power of God surround her 
and His presence flow through her. 

Many things have changed for us over the years, but one 
thing remains the same. Even as the tree grows and the seasons 
change, our son Tyler is gone. 

After all these months of writing, I did not plan on finishing 
this story today. I write these final words that God has put on 

my heart and I say to you boldly that for the last 14 years, GOD 
has been so good to Christy, me, and our family!  In all of our 
darkest moments, He shined His light on us ... When the storms 
raged in our lives, He calmed the seas ... When we were lost, He 
led us back home ... When we fell, He was there to lift us up ... 
When the enemy threw his arrows at us, He was our shield ... 
When we crumbled into pieces, He was our rock ... When 
Christy lays on Tyler’s grave and weeps, He lays with her ... 
When the tears come, He dries them with His hope ... When fear 
rages in us, He gives us courage ... When we drift into the 
unknown, He becomes our anchor ... When we have nothing to 
say, He reminds us to just say Jesus ... When we fail Him, He 
gives us Grace ... And when we are lost, He helps us find our 
way.  

Through this journey, Christy and I give all praise to Him ... 
our savior, Jesus Christ. Because of His love, His hope, His 
Grace and the promise He made, we know we will see Tyler 
again.  Knowing this truth with all our hearts will help carry us 
through the next 3652 days!  We desperately miss and love 
you, Tyler James Teague.  

We pray God comforts and keeps you and that He shines 
His light on you. God Bless!  

~ Keith
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Support. Healing. Recovery. Community. Happiness. And 
most of all, Hope. When you ask those who have been served 
by Hopestone Cancer Support Center, these are the words 
they use to describe it. 

“My niece bravely battled breast cancer for five years before 
God called her home,” said Carolynn Richmond. “I was three 
months post-transplant and needed a wig immediately to con-
ceal my bald, shiny head at her funeral.” 

Richmond had her first encounter with Hopestone’s direc-
tor, Debbie Halpin, on a Saturday morning getting assistance 
with the wig. She didn’t realize the depth their growing friend-
ship would bring for her future healing and recovery. 

“It’s been over five years since I received a multiple 
myeloma diagnosis, and it has been quite a journey,” said 
Richmond.  “Suddenly, I had needs that I had never experi-
enced before. At Hopestone, I have found vital components to 
my treatment that have enhanced my healing process spiritu-
ally, emotionally, and physically. They are the one constant, 
unwavering source of love, care, and concern in the sea of 
uncertainty during cancer treatment and beyond.” 

Through her association with Hopestone, Richmond has 
been able to give back by serving others as a listening ear and 
offering guidance regarding others’ journeys.  

“Our first trip to Hopestone was unforgettable,” said 
Stephanie Bennett.  “My daughter was diagnosed, and she was 
neutropenic so we were homebound. We reconnected as a 
family there, and it made us feel part of something again.” 

At Hopestone, the Makenzie Rea family was able to play 
through pottery, painting, exercise classes, and more. They 

were able to escape 
the stresses of bills 
and treatments, and 
focus on normal life. 

Hopestone offers a 
wide variety of support 
groups, wigs, hats, 
scarves, transportation 
assistance, prescrip-
tion assistance, a meal 
program, and many 
other things that 
patients and their fam-
ilies need to help them 
on their journey. Can-
cer patients, survivors, 

and caregivers of those currently in treatment never pay a fee 
for services — that is all taken care of by Hopestone’s gener-
ous donors and people in the community who pay small fees 
to have access to the programs. All classes are open to the 
public for $5, unless otherwise noted. 

“What a blessing to not have to cook when you don’t feel 
very well,” said Dianna Zellers.  “On Fridays, we were able to 
pick up meals already made for myself and family. They also 
provided a place where I can get medications I need paid for 
from wonderful donations, and gas cards for trips to the doctor 
and hospital. Hopestone makes our load a lot easier to bear 
with knowing people who care, and we are not alone this fight.” 

Hopestone was founded in 2012 by Dr. Jennifer McKissick, 
a breast cancer warrior, as a place where the cancer commu-
nity could come for support, education, exercise, and the arts. 
Tim Morris, a licensed massage therapist who specializes in 
Lymphedema,  is located in our building and provides services 
to our client base.  Kelly Hillburn and Bethany Sewell provide 
Reiki services at no cost to our clients.  We also have a part-
nership with Samaritan Counseling to provide counseling 
service to our cancer patients and their families. In late 2016, 
the center doubled its square footage by moving to the his-
toric downtown Kress building at 206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd.  

“Even with the founder’s vision, none of this would work 
as smooth as it does without Debbie and all of her volunteers, 
staff, and the community’s support,” said Sky Ward.  “We 
have a jewel here.” 

A Place of Hope
Hopestone Cancer Support Center Offers Vital Services
by Lori Just

Hopestone offers meals for cancer patients, their families & caregivers.

CAROLYNN RICHMOND
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F I N D  A  G R E A T  P L A C E

Tri County Tech does not discriminate on the basis of religion, race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in its programs and

activities. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies:

Tara Stevens | Compliance Of昀cer | 6101 Nowata Road | Bartlesville, OK 74006 | 918.331.3248

TriCountyTech.edu  |  Book your Reservation  |  918.331.3233
Have Questions? Contact our Hospitality & Event Specialist at Darlene.Young@TriCountyTech.edu.

From small meetings and gatherings of 20 guests to large receptions and conferences of 

over 200, Tri County Tech is sure to meet your every need. We have gathering spaces for 

trade shows, celebrations, meetings, and more! 

We will guide you through the details, from arranging the room set up & technology 

needs, to our on-site catering services provided by our Culinary Arts program. 

Experience your worry-free events at Tri County Tech!

“Tri County Tech has  been so wonderful and so great to work with. 
They all have been my absolute favorite venue to work with. Renting is 

well priced and the facility was perfect for our needs.”
- Catering & Hospitality Customer, 2018

F I N D  A  G R E A T  P L A C EF I N D  A  G R E A T  P L A C E
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Several years ago, I received a call 
that no school administrator ever wants 
to get. At the time, I was at a meeting in 
Oklahoma City. The message was that 
there was a man with a gun on campus 
— “we are in lockdown.” 

The next several hours were terrifying, 
and I felt utterly helpless. We had prac-
ticed and planned, but never dreamed 
that such an event would happen on our 
campus. I immediately left for Bartlesville 
— two and a half hours away. On my 
way to the school, several messages 
came through from co-workers hiding in 
their closets seeking information, of 
which I had very little. The police 
responded quickly and professionally. 
They immediately secured the area and 
thankfully were able to determine that it 
was a false alarm. We later learned that 
the person who called 911 did the right 
thing by reporting a threat of someone 
she believed had a gun. 

Regardless, the event was real for our 
folks hiding in terror with their students. 
Fearing the worst, text messages were 
sent to loved ones as they waited for a 
familiar voice to let them know all was 
clear, and they were safe. 

While no one was ever in real danger, 
the event was a painful reminder of our 
need to be vigilant and aware that tragic 
things can happen. As a result, we 
decided to have a police officer on cam-
pus full-time. While this may seem like a 

no-brainer, the security would cost our 
organization over $40,000 per year. 
Often events like this require an organi-
zation to innovate, to do things differently. 

Rarely does an organization’s need 
to innovate happen at a time when it is 
flush with cash. 

Innovation is often confused with 
thinking “outside the box,” which is a 
phrase to suggest the need to do things 
differently. Hiring a police officer was 
hardly innovative; it was a necessity. We 
had to do something to ensure that our 
staff and students were safe and felt safe. 

The real innovation, on the other hand, 
is an organization’s ability to proactively 
seek out efficiencies that align with the 
mission and vision of the institution. 

As a result of Tri County’s perform-
ance excellence journey, we have 
developed a process that encourages 
proactive innovation that aligns with our 
vision. The process is termed 5D and is 
made up of these components; Dream, 
Design, Drive, Deliver, and Dissect. This 
5D process was recently used to develop 
a partnership with the City of Bartlesville. 

One of our employees learned that 
the police department wanted a sub-
station on the east side of town that 
would allow them to respond to emer-
gencies more quickly. Our employee 
suggested that we house the substa-

tion on our campus (dream). I was ini-
tially apprehensive; however, the idea 
made it to the “design” phase where it 
started to get legs. We determined that 
the concept was in line with our vision 
and had the potential to save our insti-
tution thousands of dollars annually.  

After approval by the City and Tri 
County, the “drive” phase began. The 
drive phase ensures the community is 
aware that there is now a substation on 
the east side of town at Tri County Tech. 
Services are now ready to be “delivered” 
to the customer. In one year, the idea 
will be “dissected” to ensure it is meet-
ing its original intent, and to seek out 
additional efficiencies. 

As a result of the partnership, Tri 
County will no longer need to higher 
police officers, saving our institution 
$40,000, without sacrificing the safety 
of our students. The substation will 
ensure that there is a police presence 
on campus at all times. It also provides 
the east side of Bartlesville quicker 
police response times. The partnership 
is a win-win for both entities. 

Innovation that is tied to the vision 
using a formal process can add signifi-
cant value to an organization. More 
importantly, it ensures that an organiza-
tion stays true to the course and keeps 
its most valuable asset, its customers, 
at the center of every decision.

Lockdown & Innovation
by Lindel Fields



Logan Maxwell Hagege, Winds Will Come and Go, oil on linen

SATURDAY, SEPT. 28
6:30PM    CLYDE LAKE

OCTOBER 18 & 19, 2019

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC THROUGH DEC. 29, 2019

dinner, Dancing, 
Fireworks, & more
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The Woolaroc
Retrospective Art Exhibit & 
Sale Kicks Off This Month
by Bob Fraser

Sometimes history does repeat itself, and sometimes 
it gets better in the process.  In 2013, Woolaroc hosted 
their first national art show, Lewis & Clark’s “Corps of Dis-
covery,” which  featured 100 paintings of Charles Fritz 
and the incredible sculpture work of Richard Greeves. 
The show was a major success, and provided the impe-
tus for Woolaroc to host subsequent shows in 2015 and 
2017 — each one raising the bar of excellence higher with 
artists, collectors, galleries, and patrons.   

This year, opening on 
October 18, 2019, The 
Woolaroc will be the 
fourth national show 
hosted by Woolaroc.  
What began as an idea in 
the early 2000s by Dr. 
Dean Zervas (co-director 
of all the shows) has 
come to fruition thanks to 
many different people. 

“First of all, Dean’s con-
tacts within the art world, 
specifically western art, 
allowed us an audience to 
present our idea,” said Woolaroc CEO Bob Fraser. “Con-
vincing world-famous artists to bring their talents to a 
place they had never heard of in the corner of Oklahoma 
was our first obstacle to overcome. And again, Dean’s 
contacts with artists, galleries, and collectors in Los Ange-
les, Jackson Hole, Taos, and elsewhere gave us a seat at 
the table that would have been impossible otherwise.”   

Success builds on success, and eight outstanding 
artists were featured at the 2015 show. These artists left 
Woolaroc and became great advocates, telling other 
artists that if they ever get the chance, they should jump 
at the opportunity to participate in the Woolaroc art show. 
For the 2017 show, Woolaroc brought together eight ter-
rific artists:  Bill Anton, George Carlson, Tim Cherry, Len 
Chmiel, Steve Kestrel, T. Allen Lawson, Dean Mitchell, 
and Andrew Peters.  As Co-Director Kathy Zervas said at 
the time, “For Woolaroc to host these artists in one show 
is unheard of, people are in for a spectacular show.”  The 
public was not disappointed. 

As Woolaroc Museum Director Shiloh Thurman said, 
“most people don’t realize the months of detailed planning 
that goes into putting on a show of this size. It starts early, 
with getting commitments from the artists, determining 
how many retrospective and for sale pieces will be here 
from each artist, assembling a team of volunteers, taking 
care of the marketing, preparing the gallery lighting, coor-
dinating shipping hundreds of pieces of art in and out of 
Woolaroc, planning the social events, and then the actual 

show itself.”   

So what can the pub-
lic expect at this year’s 
show?  Zervas, along 
with the Woolaroc staff 
,have put together 
another star-filled group 
of artists:  Tony Angell 
(sculptor), Clyde Aspevig 
(painter), Logan Maxwell 
Hagege (painter), Quang 
Ho (painter), Jeremy Lip-
king (painter), Thomas 
Quinn (painter), Skip 
Whitcomb (painter), and 

Tony Hochstetler (sculptor), . Each artist is bringing 10 
retrospective pieces along with 5-10 sale pieces, so the 
show will feature more than 150 paintings and sculptures 
for guests to see. Kaci Fouts, director of strategic plan-
ning for Woolaroc commented, “We are proud to host 
these terrific shows. The energy and excitement that 
these shows have generated locally and across the 
country is terrific, and our staff is proud to host such a 
talented group of artists.” 

Opening weekend includes an artist & patron dinner 
on the grounds of Woolaroc on Friday, October 18.  Sat-
urday will feature a luncheon at the lodge, two lecture 
presentations by Tony Angell and Quang Ho, followed by 
the exhibit & sale in the museum the evening of October 
19. Sponsorships and individual tickets are available by 
going to www.woolaroc.org.  

The show will be on exhibit at Woolaroc through 
December 29, 2019.   



CONVOY OF HOPE

CHAMBER GALAEMPTY BOWLS
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STAYS IN VEGAS

VIVA LA FRIDA CELEBRATION
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OKWU Seeking Another Title
Eagles Squad Preparing for Fifth National Championship
by Wendel Thompson

Many people may not realize that Bartlesville is home 
to one of the nation’s elite teams. The Oklahoma Wesleyan 
University croquet team has won the National Collegiate 
Croquet Championship four times in the last eight years. 
During the other four years, the team has twice earned 
runner-up finishes and placed third the other two times — 
proving that it is one of the nation’s elite. 

The National Championships are held in Haverford, 
Pennsylvania, just outside of Philadelphia, and includes 
teams from the U. S. Naval Academy, Penn State Univer-
sity, St. John University, State University of New York, 
Miami University, William and Mary, Oklahoma Wesleyan 
University, Princeton University, and others.  The compe-
tition is all doubles teams, and each university may send 
as many teams as they want. Penn State usually has 10-
12 teams, and St. Johns brings 8-10.  This puts OKWU at 
a disadvantage, since funds are available to send only 
four doubles teams. However, with veteran coach Wen-
dell Thompson, himself a four-time national champion, 
OKWU is able to be competitive.   

Teams are divided into pools of five, with each team 
playing four games in the pool. The top teams are placed 
in a 16-bracket single elimination ladder. The first year 
OKWU won the national championship was in 2011. In 
2013, OKWU placed three teams in the final four and two 
in the championship game, where the two OKWU teams 
had to play each other for the championship. 

In the 2014 competition, two OKWU teams made the 
final four but both lost. OKWU finished second that year.  
Another championship came in 2015, with two OKWU 
teams in the final four — both winning and ending up 
playing each other for the championship. The Eagles 
made it back-to-back titles in 2016, as four OKWU teams 
made the sweet 16 with one winning the national cham-
pionship. One OKWU team went all the way undefeated 
in 2017, however the other OKWU teams did not accu-
mulate enough points to give the Eagles the 
championship.  But OKWU didn’t come home empty 
handed, as the squad won three of the four trophies 
awarded — two individual trophies & the second place 
team trophy.  The two times OKWU came in third place, 
2011 & 2018, were when two OKWU teams ended up in 
the same bracket in the sweet 16.  

 Croquet is a truly co-ed sport where gender is not a 
factor, since males and females compete together equally.  

Also, age is not a factor, since all ages compete on an 
equal basis.  Why? Because, Croquet does not require 
speed or strength. It only requires accuracy and strategy. 

The sport of croquet was born in the British isles in the 
mid-19th century, and soon migrated to most other Eng-
lish-speaking countries. In the United States, 
manufacturers popularized a version of the sport that 
could be played on rough turf with lightweight, inexpen-
sive equipment. It is this lightweight, scaled-down, toy 
version of croquet that most Americans have either seen 
or played. It is known as backyard croquet. 

Backyard croquet has maintained its popularity in 
America for more than 100 years as the ideal complement 
to garden parties, family gatherings, outdoor fund-raisers, 
and social events. 

The more sophisticated sport of 6-wicket croquet, 
requiring heavier equipment, good lawns, and a more 
intense sporting attitude, was widely played in England 
and most Commonwealth countries. It was rarely seen by 
Americans until the late 1970s. 

The United States Croquet Association was organized 
by Jack Osborn in 1977, with a nucleus of six East Coast 
clubs. Osborn hammered out a codified set of rules for a 
uniquely American variety of 6-wicket croquet, and tire-
lessly promoted the formation of local clubs and 
tournaments throughout the country. Today, as many as 
10,000 men and women play this elegant and exacting 
sport on more than 600 greens in the U.S. and Canada. 

OKLAHOMA WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY CROQUET TEAM



Happy October, everyone!  

It’s nice to finally be free of the oppressive heat and be able 
to wear the long pants again. It’s the little victories that make me 
happy. 

Look, we’re all friends here. And I feel like we all know each 
other pretty well by now. We should. I’ve been writing a monthly 
column for about six years. (If we were a celebrity couple, you’d 
already be the X-Mrs. Jay Webster by now, and we’d be fighting 
for custody of our two mini-me’s. My how time flies.) So, since 
we’re so close, I hope you’ll give me a minute to talk about 
something I’ve been thinking about lately. Thanks. 

Like a lot of kids growing up in the ‘Ville in the mid 80s, I was 
in a hurry to get older (and move away). I even tried to act older. 
I used words older people used. I listened to music older gen-
erations listened to. I even dressed older and tried to plan and 
map my life out like older people recommended I should. 

In high school, I watched other kids get caught up in rela-
tionship melodramas, and popularity conquests, and living out 
John Hughes storylines … All the while I just wanted out. In real-
ity, I wanted popularity and approval as much as anyone, but I 
knew it was never going to happen, so it was easier to rail 
against it than admit defeat. (As the Psychedelic Furs said: You 
can never win or lose, If you don’t run the race.) 

by Jay Webster
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Along the way, I held on to this belief (honestly) that someday 
I’d arrive at adulthood, be given the key to the executive bath-
room, hear harp music, and enter a world where people, I guess, 
acted like, well — adults. All the emotional drama from school 
would be over. Name calling would cease. Respect and kind-
ness would run freely. 

That’s what all my childhood TV had taught me. “Leave it to 
Beaver,” “Andy Griffith,” “Different Strokes,” “Silver Spoons,” 

“Family Tie’s” … They all had these wonderfully level-headed 
adults to guide kids through the rough emotional waters of ado-
lescence. They were rock steady and wise, and even when they 
screwed up themselves, they sat on the end of your bed, tus-
sled your hair and apologized ... like an adult. 

As the date for my graduation into this world drew closer, I 
was disheartened (on several occasions) to learn none of that 
was true. Adults, I discovered, were just kids with more expen-
sive clothes and jobs to go to instead of English Lit. and 
Calculus. But on the inside, they were still insecure, scared, and 
often jealous little kids. I was even more dismayed to discover I 
was no different. I didn’t magically grow out of those issues 
either. And don’t even get me started on the executive wash-
room and harp music. 

When I started working, I found cubicles filled with gossip and 
whispering that easily rivaled anything I’d experienced in school. 
Co-workers often drew up alliances, they were petty, and usually 
believed they were the only ones put upon to work and save the 
company. I can’t see Ward Cleaver behaving that way. 

What’s worse, if you were young (and God forbid hopeful 
and less jaded than the rest) they really hated you. And I get it 
now. There’s nothing more annoying when you hate your job 
than youthful enthusiasm and joy. You want to stomp it out 
under your JC Penny comfort-loving shoes. 

And, it didn’t seem to matter who you worked for either — a 
mega corporation set on world dominance or a non-profit trying 
to save the world … or a church intent on both — they could all 
be equally be toxic. The joy mortality rate was catastrophic. 

Maybe you were one of those happy, inspired little world 
changers when you started. Maybe you had dreams and hopes 
and you slept easy at night. Maybe you used to sing loudly in 
the car because it felt good and no one had stolen your will to 
live yet. 

Who was it that stole your song? Who was it that made you 
feel less than or like you weren’t qualified to be inspired and 
helpful? And who was it a generation before that did the same 
thing to them? 

I don’t know why this appears to be a pattern throughout 
humanity, but let me share with you our maxim. It’s not original, 
but it is empowering: “Illegitimi non carborundum.” That’s latin-
ish for “Don’t let the bastards grind you down.” 

It became a sorta morale “call to arms” by the British in 
World War II. The US Army adopted it as well, before presiden-
tial candidate Barry Goldwater popularized it in the 60s. 
Eventually, even Harvard incorporated it into their fight song. 

So, what does it mean? It means you’ve got something 
(hope, joy, ability, perseverance, mojo) and they don’t, so they 
try and snuff it out. I guess to bring everyone down to their 
level and make themselves feel less bad. Misery truly does 
love company. 

But what do we say? “Don’t let the bastards grind you down!” 

Don’t give into hate. Don’t give into fatigue and despair. As 
they say in Singapore, “Don’t let them steal your festive joy.” 
(They’re likely to cane whoever is involved if they do.) 

Kill ‘em softly with your love. It will infuriate them. 

Speak kindly. Give generously. Sing loudly. 

Many of you may know my father-in-law, Jason Elmore, is a 
pastor. He’s often said that it’s bewildering to him that Jesus’ 
followers often fight fire with fire. In other words, when someone 
is mean or judgmental or hateful, we respond likewise. Where’s 
the hope in that? Doesn’t that only start a cycle of giving and 
getting ugliness. But when we hold on to who we are and 
respond with kindness, the hate has no where to go. 

Easier said than done, I know. But that’s why I remind myself 
in the process that it also really makes them mad when I do that, 
too. That seems to help until I can be my better self. We’ll just 
call it love-shaming. 

The reality is, you don’t have to change for them. You don’t 
have to fall in line for ugliness. You don’t have to shackle up. 
Love-shame them instead. At least then there’s a chance you 
both may win. Break the cycle. At the very least, you remain free. 

I like the words from the song Acrobat by U2. 

“When I first met you girl, you had fire in your soul 
What happened t’your face of melting snow 
Now it looks like this! … 
… And you can dream, so dream out loud 
You know that your time is coming round 
So don’t let the bastards grind you down” 

I’m glad we had this talk my friends. You know, rumor has it 
we’re headed into the holiday season. What’s your plan? When 
someone offers you the gift of ugliness or tries to infect you with 
suspicion and fear like a 
virus, how are you going to 
respond? When someone 
tries to pull you down to 
their miserable level, 
whatcha gonna do? 

I’d suggest smiling up. 
Turning up the music and 
letting the sunshine in. 
Then let the love-shaming 
begin. And (say it with me), 
don’t let the bastards grind 
you down. 

Cheers my friends.
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Celebrating our 13-year anniversary

• Weekly • Bi-weekly 
• Deep Cleaning • Carpet  
• Tile & Grout • Windows

Residential &  
Commercial Cleaning

A Heavenly Touch
Cleaning    Service

We don’t just clean...we care!

aheavenlytouchcleaning.com  |  918.914.2159

™

Need More Time 
for

Events?

Kids’  
School

POOL CONSTRUCTION 
SERVICE  •  CHEMICALS

WEEKLY POOL MAINTENANCE AVAILABLE 
918.333.4442  •  412 SE WASHINGTON BLVD, BARTLESVILLE, OK 74006

SWIM’N HOLES
swimnholesinc.com

Schedule NOW 
Swim next Summer

FREE  
water testing
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Delivering Quality
Earnest Heat & Air Takes Pride in Its 50 Years of Service
by Kelsey Walker

Earnest Heat & Air takes care of its customers year 
round. The longtime Bartlesville business has been provid-
ing dependable comfort solutions for more than 50 years. 

The business was founded by Olen Earnest in 1968. 
Current owner Kevin Jefferies began working for Olen in 
1989. Ten years later, Kevin and his wife, Lynette, bought 
the business from Olen, who was ready to retire. 

“I was at the point of my career where I was looking to 
move forward,” Jefferies recalled. “He was at the point of 
his career where he was wanting to step back. So it just 
kind of worked out for me to buy his business instead of 
trying to start my own.” 

Since then, Jefferies has continued to focus on the same 
quality, reliability, and technology that his mentor had deliv-
ered to his loyal customers. With attention to detail and 
service, Jefferies believes Earnest Heat & Air offers a distinctly 
better customer experience. 

With more than a dozen 
employees, including several 
technicians in the field at any 
given time, Earnest Heat & 
Air prides itself on same-day 
customer service. 

“Whenever you call, you’re 
going to get somebody on 
the phone,” Jefferies said. 

“We’ve always prided our-
selves on having the best 
service in Bartlesville.” 

Earnest Heat & Air is an independent Trane Comfort 
Specialist dealer, a designation which reflects the industry’s 
highest standards of professionalism and technological 
expertise. Jefferies is always looking for the best and most 
knowledgeable technicians, all of whom are state licensed 
and attend ongoing training throughout the year to stay up 
to date on the latest advancements and technologies. 

“If it’s something new out there, we’re going to learn 
about it,” he said. “That way, we’re on top of it. If some-
body wants or needs it, we’re going to have the knowledge 
to do it.” 

As part of that commitment, Earnest will soon roll out a 
new dispatch system, which will make it easier and more 
convenient for communication to and from clients. It’s just 
one of the many ways Earnest makes sure clients receive 
top-tier service, quality, and peace of mind — and he hopes 

to continue doing so for 
years to come. 

“I plan on keeping the 
company here in the 
Bartlesville area as long as 
Bartlesville lets me,” he said. 

Earnest Heat & Air is 
located at 709 NE Washing-
ton Boulevard in Bartlesville. 
For more information, call 
918-335-3057 or visit 
www.earnestheatandair.com.  

Earnest Heat & Air serves Bartlesville and the  
Northeast Oklahoma region. Services include: 

• Residential & commercial cooling and heating system sales, 

   installation,  and service 

• Air conditioner and furnace repair on all makes and models 

• Preventative maintenance programs 

• Equipment replacements 

• Geothermal systems 

• Indoor air quality systems 

• Complete duct system repair or replacement 

• System control panels and thermostats 
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COLLINGSWORTH FAMILY
THE

In concert Friday, October 4 at 7 p.m.
A love offering will be taken.

Great Hymns 
of Faith

100 Voice Choir 

& Orchestra Concert

Sunday, October 6 at 6 p.m.

A free concert in cooperation with:

 
    Christmas

Celebration

BFBC Choir & Orchestra Concert

Sunday, December 15 at 6 p.m.

A

Free Community Concerts Hosted by

405 S. CHEROKEE  |  WWW.MYBFBC.ORG

OKLAHOMA 
WESLEYAN 
UNIVERSITY

HIGHLAND PARK 
BAPTIST CHURCH

BS 
BC

BARTLESVILLE SOUTHERN 
BAPTIST CHURCH

523 County Road 4955, Shidler, OK 74652 
918.604.1077

“IT WAS THE SESSION OF MY DREAMS!” 
I really loved the way Molly truly cared about my opinion during my  

session. I loved the investment she placed in me and the way she made  
me feel confident through the entire experience. 

- Shiloh M.
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Wade Daniel: The Music Man
First Baptist’s Minister of Music Took to Piano Early

A native Texan, Wade was adopted as a baby. A year 
later his parents adopted twin girls. He and his sisters 
were given piano lessons, but Wade took to the piano like 
a duck to water.  

Wade started riding his bike to piano lessons, taught 
by Betty Dickerson, in the third grade. In the ninth grade, 
he started taking lessons from Professor Hubert Kaszynski, 
Lamar University.  While in high school, Wade accompa-
nied two of the school choirs under the direction of Twyla 
Nau. He played percussion in the symphonic  concert 
band and jazz piano in the award-winning Nederland High 
School Jazz Band, under the direction of Wayne Dyess. 
The band won first place in the high school DOWNBEAT 
magazine contest in 1977. He also served as church 
pianist at Hillcrest Baptist Church in Nederland, Texas. 

Wade received full music scholarships, enabling him 
to achieve bachelor degrees in music education (vocal) 
and piano performance from Lamar University in Beau-
mont, Texas. He also earned master degrees in piano 
performance and church music from Southwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas.  While in 
college, he sang the lead tenor role in two operas, the 
Mozart “Requiem,” and as a pianist, accompanied sev-
eral choirs and recitals. He performed the Beethoven 
Piano Concerto #3 with the Lamar University Orchestra, 
under the direction of Dr. Joseph Carlucci.  Wade served 
as the piano accompanist for the Singing Men of South-
east Texas for 17 years, and was an active member of the 
CenturyMen choir for 10 years, serving as guest accom-
panist under Buryl Red for the 2005 Florida Tour. He 
appeared as a vocal member of the group at the Dove 
Awards in Nashville, the CBS Morning Show, and Broad-
way in New York City, as well as several tours to Europe. 

Wade has been serving as Minister of Music in South-
ern Baptist Churches for the past 35 years, and at First 
Baptist Church of Bartlesville since 2009. As Minister of 
Music at FBC, Wade had produced several full-capacity 
presentations including “Praise Southern Style,” “The Liv-
ing Last Supper,” “One Heavenly Night,” “Great Hymns of 
the Faith,” and most recently, “The Living Christmas Tree.”  
The next highly anticipated music presentation will take 
place on October 6 at 6 p.m. in the FBC Worship Center, 
and will feature a 100-voice choir and 30-piece orchestra 
in a new presentation of “Great Hymns of the Faith.”  

Since Wade and his wife Becky moved to Bartlesville, 
he has performed in several community events, including 

OKMozart, Circle the State With Song, Big Brothers/Big 
Sisters, Elder Care, and Oklahoma Wesleyan University.  
He was also guest pianist/entertainer for five consecutive 
years for LifeWay events at the Chateau on The Lake 
Resort in Branson. Wade appeared as guest piano soloist 
with the Bartlesville Symphony in February of this year. 

In addition, Wade has been teaching piano and voice 
in his private studio. Some of his students have gone on 
to get degrees in music, including piano performance 
degrees at such universities as Lamar University, Univer-
sity of Oklahoma, Baylor University, McNeese State 
University,  Stephen F. Austin University, Oklahoma Bap-
tist University, and Sam Houston State University.  Wade 
has served as adjudicator for the National Piano Guild in 
Texas, Louisiana, and Colorado.  He has produced 10 
CDs, and his playing can be viewed on YouTube or on 
Facebook (Wade Daniel Piano and Voice Studio). For 
more information about piano and voice lessons, contact  
Wade at 918-977-0004. You can also check him out 
online at Wadepianoman.wixsite.com/piano.
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Making life work is our life’s work.
• Skilled nursing 

• Physical therapy 

• Occupational therapy 

• Speech therapy

• Personal care, hygiene 

• Companionship 

• Assistance with 
  errands 

• Medical social work 

• Transportation 

• Home-health 
  management

Free consultations, call 918.333.8500

making life work
is our life’s work™

Celebrating 5 Years of Quality Eye Care

• Vision and Medical Exams 
• Glasses 
• Contacts 

• Dry Eye 
• Glaucoma 
• Diabetes 30% Off

918-336-0607
311 SE Delaware Ave
www.eyecareofbartlesville.com

Mention this ad to receive

Not valid with insurance. 
Offer expires Oct 31.

One Pair of  
Eyeglasses

918.333.8225 

1501 SE Bison Rd, Bartlesville 

bisontrails-ok.com

Now Leasing: 1, 2, & 3  

Bedroom apartments
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WIC supports 53% of all infants 
born in the U.S. Someone you 
know may be eligible.

Pregnant and Postpartum Women, Infants and Children up 
to age 5 who receive SoonerCare automatically qualify!  

Participants DO NOT have to be Native American to receive 
benefits! Spread the word! Call 1-800-460-1006 for more 

information. Clinic locations in Pawhuska, Skiatook, Hominy, 
Bartlesville, Tulsa, Sand Springs, Fairfax, and McCord! 

 
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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DRINKS
LIVE MUSIC

FOOD
GAMES
DANCING

RAFFLE
COSTUME CONTEST

OCT 5 // 4-11PM
DOWNTOWN B’VILLE

Mary Lynn Mihm
Attorney At Law

5
Star

Media Group
The Digital Billboard

918-331-0302



From its inception in 1983, the 
mission of OKM Music has been to 
serve the Bartlesville community 
through musical performances and 
cultural experiences. On October 5, 
they will be serving both of those 
things … along with a nice pint of 
beer or cider.   

Oktoberfest, the German festival 
of beer, bratwurst, and all things 
Bavarian, is a crucial fundraising 
event for the Bartlesville-based 
music organization. Once a small fes-
tival that was housed in the Hilton 
Garden Inn ballroom, in eight short 
years OKM Oktoberfest has moved 
to the streets of downtown 
Bartlesville in order to accommodate 
higher demand. “Between the games, 
dancing, music, and of course the 
drinks, Oktoberfest is such a great 
event to get together with friends and 
family,” said Ryan Martin, Marketing 
Director for OKM Music. 

As the event has grown, so has its 
impact. The proceeds from the Okto-
berfest fundraiser go to support 
music programming events in 
Bartlesville, including the annual 
OKM Music festival, children’s pro-
gramming, and the community 
showcase series.  

OKM Music, or OK 
Mozart as it was originally 
named, has been in the 
community for over 35 
years. Once a classical-
only festival, the 
organization grew to 
include new genres and 
performers in order to fur-
ther its mission and 
increase its audience 
reach. To date, the festival 
now boasts perform-
ances from country artists, 
bluegrass, indie, jazz, and 

more. To reflect this broader scope 
of musical genres, the organization 
officially changed its name from OK 
Mozart to OKM Music in 2017.  

Despite these big changes, much 
has stayed the same. In keeping true 
to its roots, the festival continues to 
prioritize classical music and music 
education. The 2019 OKM Music fes-
tival presented some of the best 
children’s events to date, offered at 
no cost to the young OKM patrons. In 
one event, Steinway artist and world-

renowned pianist Jenny Lin gave a 
special performance just for children 
where she read aloud from her origi-
nal storybook and played live piano to 
a crowd of several hundred kids.  

As a 501c3 nonprofit, OKM Music 
depends on community support to 
continue its programming. Oktober-
fest, one of the major fundraising 
opportunities for the year, is a way 
for the community to contribute to a 
good cause, while also celebrating 
Bavarian tradition. Between the cos-

tume contest, raffle prizes, 
games, drinks, food, and 
live music, it’s become a 
staple of the town.  

Tickets for this year’s 
Oktoberfest can be pur-
chased at the gate, 
online at okmmusic.org, 
or by calling 918-336-
9900. In the event of 
inclement weather, the 
October 5 event will be 
moved to the Bartlesville 
Community Center.

Pint-Sized Fun
OKM Music’s Oktoberfest Fundraiser Key to Great Year

The German-American Society of Tulsa provides music, dance, and entertainment for the event.

Gary Gibson, an Oktoberfest attendee, shown enjoying last year’s festivities.
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Jewel Box  
HOTEL APARTMENTS

• 5 unique one bedroom hotel apartments  

• In the heart of downtown   

• Laundry room with washers and dryers- 

free for tenant use 

• All utilities included: electric, water, trash, internet & wi-fi  

• Fully furnished 

• Stainless steel appliances  

• Smart TV in each apartment

Celebrate and Luxuriate this Holiday 

in your very own Jewel Box

100 SW Frank Phillips Blvd | Bartlesville, OK 74003 
8 am-5 pm, Monday-Friday

(918) 534-6011

The Room At The Top Events

johnstone.sare@gmail.com | www.johnstone-sare-theroomatthetop.com | www.facebook.com/johnstone.sare.events | instagram: @johnstone.sare.events

68     b Monthly | OCTOBER 2019

LOOKING BACK SPONSOR



Ruby Cranor, the curator of the His-
tory Room in the old library for many 
years, wrote the book “Talking Tomb-
stones” in 1983, telling the stories of the 
many cemeteries in Washington County. 
Several of the cemeteries were on church 
or family land, or next to a trail or water-
way, which were the pioneer highways. 

Many of the gravestones in these 
cemeteries have been washed away or 
deteriorated from neglect and abuse. 
Cranor did not want the people buried 
in these cemeteries to be forgotten. She 
often said, “A knowledge of the past is 
beneficial in building for a future.” She 
published a 2nd edition in 1996. The 
Delaware Tribe of Indians hold the 
copyright, and have limited copies for 
sale at their tribal headquarters on 
Tuxedo Blvd. 

Harold Farrar, who worked with the 
Research Department at Phillips Petro-
leum Company, found and mapped 
many of the old cemeteries. He very 
graciously gave his research information 
to Ruby to use for her book.  

Jesse Creek Cemetery, named for 
Jesse Thompson, a Cherokee, is one of 
the oldest in Washington County. Shortly 
before the Civil War, Thompson settled 
near Circle Mountain, where a small 
creek feeds into Sand Creek. The small 
creek has been named Jesse Creek. 

Thompson was important in the 
Cherokee tribe, helping make the 
land treaties when the Osage and 
Delaware moved to this area. He 
also owned an inn and waystation, 
which was known to be a stop on 
the Underground Railroad to hide 
escaping slaves before and during 
the Civil War. That trail is now 
called Gap Road. 

Thompson was friends with Frank 
Eaton, aka Pistol Pete, after Frank’s 
family moved to the Thompson farm 
circa 1873. Pistol Pete rode several big 
cattle drives, and began his search for 
the gang who murdered his father by 
honing his marksmanship. In fact, 
Thompson invited Pistol Pete to a 
Cherokee Council. While there, Pistol 
Pete entered in the marksmanship con-
tests and won several times. 

After the Civil War, a sawmill and 
Cherokee one-room school were located 
near the Thompson home. The school 
was originally named Jesse Creek 
School. John Gray, son of Carlo Gray, 
the second white man to live in this area, 

was the first teacher, in 1895. Addie 
Wagon-Lowen taught at the school from 
1897-1903. In 1909 the school was 
renamed Circle Mountain School, and in 
1957 was annexed into the Ochelata dis-
trict. The abandoned building still stands 
at the base of Circle Mountain.  

The school building also served as a 
church. As with many churches, a 
cemetery was located nearby. There are 
50 known graves, many of which have 
names and dates of death. Unfortu-
nately, several are only a piece of 
sandstone, which is typical with many 
of the old cemeteries. The earliest date 
is 1883, marking the grave of an infant 
of John F. and Alice J. Rice, a white man 

and a Delaware woman. 

Thompson and his wife, Eliza, 
are buried there, along with sev-
eral grandchildren. Addie, the 
teacher mentioned earlier, is 
buried there also, along with her 
father and two of her children. 
Three Civil War soldiers are also 

buried in this cemetery.  

Cemeteries Tell Our Story
A Look at One of Washington County’s Oldest Cemeteries
by Kay Little, Little History Adventures

Harold Farrar shown mapping the Jesse Creek Cemetery.
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• PRIVATE SECURITY 

• PRIVATE INVESTIGATIONS 

• PROCESS SERVICES 

• BACKGROUND CHECKS 

• MISSING PERSONS &  

SKIP TRACING 

• NOTARY SERVICES

Security & Professionalism Guaranteed 
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

USMC Woman  
Veteran Owned Business 

517 Castle Road 
Bartlesville, OK 74006 

Charlia Mooney, Owner 
charliamooney@oksecprof.com

918-440-8802

            BARTLESVILLE 

Each office is independently owned and operated

BARBARA HOPPER

Celebrating 
40 Years 

in the 
Business

B R O K E R  /  O F F I C E R  
918-335-7202 

barbhopper.com 
ABR, CRS, GRI

GET LISTED. GET SOLD. GET MOVING.



Phyllis Wyckoff
Director of Non-Pro昀t 
Banking

pwyckoff@regent.bank
(918) 273-4115

Contact Information
Give us a call & 昀nd out why 
our clients are clients for life.

No 昀ne print.  Just free banking for those who 
take care of our community.

Easy to Switch
Private bankers to help assist you.

Free Client Programs
Value-adding resources and access to events like 
our quarterly Non-Pro昀t Leadership Series

No Monthly Maintenance Fees
We don’t believe those who are helping our com-
munities should be bogged down with paying a ton 
of fees.

Contact us for more details!
or visit www.regent.bank/nonpro昀t

(918) 273-1227

Instant-Issue Debit Card
No Waiting for the Mail to Come. 

Stop in, get your account set up, 
receive your instant-issue debit card 
and have it ready to use that day!  

We can also replace the well-worn 
card currently in your wallet in 
minutes by stopping by one of our 
locations.  

Now that’s convenience!

No Fees for Non-Pro昀t 
Businesses
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Lost in the Osage
Boulanger was Once a Bustling Oklahoma Community
by Debbie Neece, Bartlesville Area History Museum

Joseph William Boulanger was a 
descendant of Osage Chief White 
Hair (Pawhuska, the Grand Chief of 
the Big Osage). He was fluent in 
both Osage and French and served 
the Osage tribe as an interpreter at 
the Osage Mission in St. Paul, 
Kansas before traveling to Indian 
Territory with the tribe in 1872. He 
also served on the Osage Tribal 
Council (1889-1905).  

To his marriage with Sarah Ann 
(Cronk), 13 children were born, two 
died in infancy. Their son, Isaac 

“Walter” Boulanger is believed to be 
the only Osage tribal member to plat 
a town and give said town the family 
name. A few miles south of the 
Oklahoma/Kansas border, on Wal-
ter’s original Osage allotment, the 
town of Boulanger was once a 
bustling community with all the 
necessities including private tele-
phones, electricity and eventually 
indoor plumbing.  

During the highlife of Boulanger, 
Charlie Kirchner operated a horse-
taxi and Boulanger had two baseball 
teams, the Boulanger Bears and the 
Osage Reds. The subscription 
based Loftin Branch School was 
replaced by the Boulanger School 
which grew to include two years of 
high school and four teachers in the 
early 1920’s.  

The town was supported by a 
grocery store, garage, feed store, 
the Gladstone Hotel, and a dance 
hall at the Roxana Oil Camp, just 
east of town, which rocked the night 
away long after saloons closed for 
the evening. 

Walter Boulanger had a wife and 
six children by the time the 1906 
Osage Allotment Act was passed, 
making the family eligible to stake 
claim to the Osage Mineral Estate 
headrights and allotments. After the 
death of his first wife, second wife, 
Grace (Sharp) stepped in to raise the 
Boulanger children and enhance their 
lives with the “American Dream.”  

Located 9 miles northwest of 
Boulanger, Elgin, Kansas was 
founded in 1869 and was once 
known as the “largest cattle shipping 

location in the world” with a record 
6,500 railcars of cattle shipped in 
1902. Boulanger’s rural mail was 
delivered from Elgin … and so was 
the Boulanger family home. 

In 1918, the Boulangers pur-
chased a Sears, Roebuck & 
Company Hamilton #102 catalog 
home which arrived at Elgin in two 
railcars filled with all of the pre-cut 
lumber, screws, nails, paint, doors, 
door knobs, drawer pulls, wall paper, 
shingles and an instruction booklet 
to construct the home piece by 
piece. The “foursquare” home was 

The four-block town consisted of six streets – Fairview Street, Joseph 
Street (after Joseph William Boulanger), McKinley Street (after Walter’s 
nephew, Edward McKinley “Mack” Boulanger), Elgin Avenue, Grace Avenue 
(after Walter’s wife Grace (Sharp) Boulanger) and Chautauqua Avenue. 
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then transported to Walter 
Boulanger’s 160 acre allotment with 
a team of horses and a wagon … 
one load at a time.  

The original blueprints were not 
as “grand” as the final product. The 
Boulangers created a somewhat 
Colonial look with the addition of 
complete wrap-around porches on 
the first and second floors sup-
ported by substantial white pillars. 
The first floor held a large entry hall, 
parlor, dining, kitchen and living 
room; the second floor held four 
large bedrooms and a full bath; and 
the third floor attic was finished as 
a ball room for Saturday night 
dances. After the modified con-
struction, the Boulangers moved 
into their three-story home Novem-
ber 1918, with all of the modern 
conveniences available.  

Later, a half basement was 
hand-dug under the south end of 
the home with two access points … 
one access from the backyard and 
an internal stair case from the living 
room. Additionally, in the mid-
1930s, a large Wards Deluxe boiler 
with a humidifier was installed in 
the basement to modernize the 
heating system.    

After fire destroyed the business 
district of Boulanger in 1925, only 
Olie Johnson’s Boulanger Store was 
rebuilt. The store, last operated by 
Barney Lynn, was in business until 
the mid-1940’s. When it closed, 

Woodrow & Lorraine Wood built their 
rock home at that location. That 
home was torn down a few years 
ago. So, now the town is only alive in 
the memories of the few area resi-
dents who receive their mail from 
Pawhuska and share the tales of the 
once boomtown of Boulanger.    

Although Osage County’s grand 
Hamilton 102 has seen better days 
externally, she is solid as a rock and 
the new owners have plans to return 
this catalog home to stately grand-
ness in the very near future.  

Construction of the Hulah Reser-
voir began in 1946 and was 
completed in 1951. In preparation, 
the Boulanger–Revlett and Canville 
Cemeteries had to be relocated 
from a projected flood area. The 
new Boulanger Cemetery was 
placed on the hillside just north of 
the Boulanger area with an ornate 
arched entry gate, surrounded by 
the same decorative fence as Wal-
ter Boulanger’s home. The 

cemetery receives manicured care 
and each Memorial Day, the 
Boulanger family reunion is held at 
the Boulanger Cemetery.  

The Revlett/Revelette family was 
reinterred at Pawhuska, while the 
Canville Cemetery lies just west of 
the Boulanger Cemetery.   

~ Thank you Marcia (Boulanger) 
Moore, Ron Boulanger and Darrell 
Boulanger for all of your assistance ~

GRACE & IW BOULANGER The Boulanger Gladstone Hotel.

Located in Osage County, a 
short distance from the Morrell 
Cemetery and about halfway 
between Hominy and Ralston, is 
the former home of Lillie Morrell 
Burkhart. Lillie joins the 
Boulangers as descendants of 
Osage Chief White Hair 
(Pawhuska). Upon her death, in 
1967, her wishes were to establish 
a “shrine” to Chief Pawhuska and 
the White Hair Memorial Learning 
Center became a reality. The Cen-
ter is a repository for all types of 
Osage artifacts and resource 
material. One of the greatest lega-
cies she has bestowed upon the 
Osage Tribe is the establishment of 
Osage language and culturally 
educational programs in the Fair-
fax, Hominy & Pawhuska schools. 

Now You Know*

Did You Know?
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Bartlesville 

The City That 
Oil Built 

Visit the 
Bartlesville Area History Museum 

City Hall 
401 S. Johnstone - 5th Floor 
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Mon. - Fri.

Or kick it into gear with: 
 YOGA –Tuesday’s at 5:30 
 Tai Chi—Wednesday’s at 11 
 Kickboxing—Wednesday’s at 5 
 Cooking Classes: 

 10/1 at noon, 10/17 at noon 
 Health Awareness w/Josh 10/2 at noon 
 Essen琀al Oils Class 10/8 at 10 and at 7 

 STUMPFF
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Teachers, do you have a co-worker  

who deserves a little extra credit? 

A teacher who goes above & beyond to make a difference in kids’ lives? 

Tell us about them!
Send us a message on Facebook with their name, school & grade level taught 

and let us know in 500 words or less why they deserve to be named Teacher of 

the Month!

@bmonthly magazine

We’ll recognize one winner each month now through the end of the school year.  

The Teacher of the Month will be featured in our next month’s issue and receive  

an awesome prize package. Nominations are due by the 10th of each month. Once  

nominated, every teacher will remain a contender throughout the school year.   

All winners will be entered into our Teacher of the Year contest.

Monthly Sponsors
3 Kids & a Cake 

Chick-fil-A 

Sugarica 

Outpost Coffee 

Sal’s Daylight Donuts 

Fusion Massage & Wellness 

Painted Horse Bar & Grille 

Pop’s Daylight Donuts

Moxie On Second is a one-stop  
shop for unique gifts, apparel,  items 

to make you smile, and many 
Oklahoma-made products.

*Excludes G3 art

Mention this ad to receive

10 % Off

118 E 2nd St   •   Mon-Wed, Fri: 10am-5:30pm  •  Thurs: 10am-8pm  •  Sat: 10am-4pm   •   (918) 876-6943

Located in  
Downtown Bartlesville

*
your total 
purchase
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TEACHER OF THE MONTH

by Tim Hudson
bMonthly is happy to announce 
that our Teacher of the Month 
for October is Wilma Logue, of 
Barnsdall High School. She is 
very dedicated and has a long 
history of teaching children. 

How long have you been 
teaching, what subjects, and 
where do you teach? 

A: This year I am starting my 
65th year of teaching. I came 
to Barnsdall in the fall of 1955 
to become the librarian at the 
high school, having just grad-
uated from the University of 
Arkansas. I knew that I would 
have classes in English, but I 
was surprised to learn that it 
would be seventh and eighth 
grade that I would be teaching. 
They taught me how to be firm 
and faithful to my profession. 
The following year, I moved to 
high school level, where I have 
also taught speech, journalism, 
creative writing, directed plays, and 
helped students produce yearbooks 
more years than I can recall.  For the 
past 20 years, I have been teaching 
mainly Advanced Placement litera-
ture and language courses. I am still 
the media specialist.    

What is your favorite subject to 
teach?   

A: My favorite subject is any one 
that focuses on  writing, and the 
best of all possible worlds is AP Lit-
erature and Composition, where my 
students and I can explore a great 
novel, a play, even a poem. Some 
pieces of literature I have read as 
many years as I have taught, each 
time finding fresh new insights in 
their pages.  

What made you want to start 
teaching? 

A: My mother was a  teacher for 43 
years.  I began first grade in a one-
room rural school with her as my 
teacher.  She was innovative with her 
teaching and  creative with learning 
activities.  There was always a spe-
cial art project to accompany every 
unit of reading and writing.  And I 
knew long before I entered the Uni-
versity of Arkansas I wanted to be a 
teacher just like her.  I have tried. 

Can you think of a time where 
you felt like you made a difference 
in a student’s life? 

A: It is not possible to pinpoint one 
person. I hear from many who, in 
recalling  specific incidents, remind  
me how I have touched their lives.  

When a former student says 
“You saw more in me than I 
saw in myself,” I remember 
urging a timid young man to 
stand tall and deliver a vale-
dictory with conviction, or 
urging a girl to write a poem 
that would be published in a 
national magazine, or seeing a 
young man reach the top in 
his profession because he 
was able to express himself 
better than his peers. When a 
young lady bounces in after 
the first days in a college Eng-
lish class and says “Guess 
what! The Barnsdall students 
already know what the profes-
sor is talking about in our 
writing class.”  Or when in a 
staff meeting I listen with pride 
while a former student, now 
my principal, gives me infor-
mation I need for the day. 
These are the moments I 
know I am making a difference, 
and it energizes me to keep on 

keeping on with what I love to do. 

What do you wish people knew 
about teaching? 

A: No greater reward for effort exists 
than being involved with young peo-
ple exploring new ideas, making 
connections with what they already 
knew,  and being able to persuade 
others with what they have learned.  
Teaching is all about involvement.  
Benjamin Franklin said it best:  “Tell 
me and I forget. Teach me and I 
remember. Involve me and I learn.” 

What are your plans for the 
future? 

A: In effect, I am a partially retired 
teacher.  I just do all that I have done 
in fewer hours.  I will continue as 
long as I am able to make a signifi-
cant impact on my students. 

Teacher of the Month: Wilma Logue
Barnsdall High School Teacher Claims Monthly Honor
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When the world says give up,  
… try it one more time. 

www.bartlesvillehopepediatrictherapy.com  
918-203-3313  

bartlesvillehopepediatrics@gmail.com 



Hope Whispers
Hope Pediatric Therapy Offers Exactly That — Hope
by Lori Roll

When Beckett was born with Trisomy 18, a condition that 
causes significant medical difficulties and developmental delays, 
her parents were sent home with Hospice care in place. Laura 
Rix-Robertson, a Certified Pediatric Occupational Therapist, 
began seeing Beckett at 10 months and refused to give up hope. 
Almost three years later, Beckett and dozens of other children 
with genetic and developmental disabilities are thriving and 
meeting developmental milestones with the help of Rix-Robert-
son and her team of Speech Pathologists and Certified 
Occupational Therapy Assistants at Bartlesville Hope Pediatric 
Therapy. “When the world says give up, Hope whispers … try it 
one more time,” states the motto which adorns their website 
and their door. 

“I've wanted to be an Occupational Therapist since I was 15 
years old growing up in Bartlesville,” said Rix-Robertson. A 
graduate of the Kansas University Medical School, she holds an 
Occupational Therapy Degree and has been a Pediatric Occu-
pation Therapist for 25 years. “My third child's name is Hope. 
One morning while reflecting on the future, I realized what we 
need here is hope.” She left her position with a Tulsa based 
company and began dreaming about a pediatric therapy clinic 
in Bartlesville for children with all kinds of developmental needs. 
Before opening the clinic, Rix-Robertson traveled with COTA 
Alyssa Schurle to Nairobi, Kenya on a medical mission to work 
at an orphanage for children with special needs. “I knew if I did-
n't go to Kenya, the rest of the story would not unfold correctly. 
We worked day in and out with 92 children who had nothing, yet 
were filled with joy and love. It reminded me I didn't have to start 
with the latest and greatest of everything but be ready to con-
tinue to share our mission of hope in Bartlesville for everyone 
who walks through the door.” 

In the two months since opening July 1st, Bartlesville Hope 
Pediatric Therapy has grown overnight. They receive referrals 
from area Pediatricians, Physicians, and Counselors. “Each 
child is unique with different needs. We believe in providing a 
team of Hope, support, and encouragement for families whose 

kids are struggling developmentally, be that due to learning 
delays, genetic/congenital diagnoses, ADD, behaviors, autism, 
sensory processing challenges, trauma, drug exposure, etc.” As 
Rita F Pierson says, ‘Every child deserves a champion, an adult 
who will never give up on them, who understands the power of 
connection and insists that they become the best that they can 
be.’ As a team, we desire to connect with each child. encourag-
ing their progress in communication, development and 
functional life goals to maximize their potential. We strive to offer 
hope, support, and place NO limits on what each child can 
accomplish."  

Rix-Robertson is one of the rare Pediatric Occupational 
Therapist in the state, and Bartlesville Hope Pediatric Therapy 
is the only pediatric clinic in Washington County. While 
Bartlesville Hope accepts most insurance, Medicaid and private 
pay, she said their goal is “to help parents who struggle to get 
the therapy and equipment their child needs to grow and thrive 
in a system that's broken.” She said, “We want every child and 
parent to have hope. All of us are a little quirky and unique, the 
only ‘normal’ I know is a setting on the dryer. We know our chil-
dren struggle, yet we want parents to know we are here for them 
on their child's best and worst days so we can help them learn 
to self-regulate, to grow their coping and life skills and to 
engage and communicate with others in the world.” 

Rix-Robertson states the need for pediatric therapists is 
ever-growing. “In our modern world, children don't play any-
more. They are glued to iPads and screens from infancy and are 
losing their naturally inquisitive nature to explore, pretend, play 
outside, climb and take healthy risks to get the physical nour-
ishment their brains need for strong academic, development, 
and life skills. In today's world, we as grownups are so dis-
tracted by our phones and screens; we are talking less and less 
to our children, which has a profound effect on emotional bond-
ing, language development, and physical development. In a 
clinic setting, we are now seeing children, who should be devel-
oping typically but are delayed due to a lack of real-life play.” 
Rix-Robertson pointed to research emphasizing the neuroplas-
ticity of the brain which states that it takes 21 days to build a 
habit, in which millions of neurons are firing 22,000-33,000 times 
to create a new wired neuropathway. “The current neuroscience 
research shows when a child is engaged in positive, meaningful 
activities to develop a skill, the brain can build new neurosy-
napses faster and change in only 20-30 repetitions. The saying 
‘neurons that fire together, wire together’ has a whole new mean-
ing of Hope at our clinic where we are passionate and positive 
about what each child can achieve. I have big dreams. 
Bartlesville Hope Pediatric Therapy is here to stay, to provide 
parents and children in our community with a place of hope.”
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NOW HIRING
www.walmart.com/careers



My New Tattoo in Old English
Feeling Hopeful for the Future Generations
by Brent Taylor

I sat in a leather recliner at Eggbert’s cafe one morning 
waiting for a table, a pager in hand, sipping my coffee. 
Across from me sat a young girl balancing her own pager on 
her lap, the pager that lights up like a Christmas tree when 
it’s your turn to be seated. She held it with both hands, look-
ing down at the device, both thumbs poised above, in the 
manner of a teenager preparing to text at warp speed. She 
was trying to communicate with her pager. That made me 
flinch, and I usually only flinch while eating raw oysters or 
when I see a tattoo on one of my kids. 

I am hopeful for the pager girl, and for a generation of hyper-
active thumbs. It is a brave new world of fiber optics and tattoos. 
And we tend to see what we want to see when looking back at 
another generation. When I see a tattoo, I think of a sailor or 
Marlon Brando. But my children think of something else. Batman, 
an NBA game, a mission trip.  

Which leads me to a conversation in our Bible study 
group. “As far as I know, none of my children have any 

tattoos,” was how the gentleman from the generation 
before mine worded his comment, in a way that 

implied that if they did, it would have reflected poorly 
on his parenting. Instantly, someone in our group 

asked the gentleman, “Do any of your grandchil-
dren have a tattoo?” The question befuddled 

him, as if he had never considered that.  

Every generation has a sense of what 
is acceptable, and when I look at my 

children’s generation, gaining on me 
like Secretariat chasing down a bray-

ing mule, I think of the 
generational riddle that older 

folks try to solve by observ-
ing superficial clues like 

tattoos, attire from Goodwill dumpsters, and $300 loafers — 
sans socks.  

My generation was by no means easy to figure out. 
Churchill once said of it, “She is a riddle, wrapped in a mys-
tery, inside an enigma.” Okay, he might have also been 
describing Mother Russia. Come to think of it, Russia and 
three-year olds with pagers are the same. They are not 
aware of the device they hold in their hands, nor what but-
tons to push.  

Coming of age requires both intimacy and mystery, a 
longing to be one of a kind, yet gently folded into a com-
munity of unconditional love. Which reminds me of a 
chimichanga I ate from Maria’s Taco truck. I had no idea 
what was inside, but it became a part of me, and it was 
mysteriously good. So, if someone from a younger gener-
ation communicates via a pager or skin art, well, as my 
grandma and Paul McCartney often said, “Let it be.”  

Could it be time for my first tattoo, perhaps the first line 
of Middlemarch written in Old English on my right forearm? 
Getting older means unwrapping this mysterious cloak, 
telling the world who we really are — folks who sometimes 
didn’t get where we wanted to go. As Yogi Berra once 
famously said, “The future ain’t what it used to be.” 

I am being replaced by children with fast thumbs and 
intelligent phones, who hate email and rarely use their 
phones to talk. But I’m hopeful for the future generations 
who are not really that different from those before them. We 
are all mysterious and revealed, bumbling and nimble, bro-
ken and bleeding, communicating 
as best we can with words ... 
and sometimes with pagers 
and tattoos. People who 
belong to one creator, and yet 
are somehow marvelously 
one of a kind. 
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A Haunting Good Time
Downtown Bartlesville’s Ghost Walk A Halloween Hit
by Maria Gus

For the last decade, downtown Bartlesville has hosted 
a haunted good time with the Downtown Bartlesville 
Ghost Walk.  

This year marks the 10-year anniversary of the event, and 
organizers are planning to resurrect some deadly good sto-
ries. The award-winning ghost walk takes place on October 
23 & 24, with tours beginning every 15 minutes at the Hilton 
Garden Inn and winding through Bartlesville’s historic down-
town. Guided tours begin at 6 p.m., and guests will enjoy an 
hour and a half of thrilling tales and historic haunts. The last 
tour leaves from the Hilton at 8:45 p.m.  

Organizers will have a Halloween photo booth on hand, 
food and drink specials, music, and even a few spooky sur-
prises. Past stories have included the tale of Estelle, a 
ghostly lady of the night who met an untimely end with one 
of her customers. Another is the story of Blatt’s Bar and the 
first shoot-out of Oklahoma Statehood. Other stories have 
included well-known area folklore and tales of those who 
happened to make their way through Oklahoma during its 
early years.  

One thing is for certain — Bartlesville has no shortage of 
fascinating tales from the past. This year the locations will 
include new spots, along with a few familiar favorites. The 

stories will also include a “best of the best” of tales from 
years past, thanks to the work of event organizers and the 
Bartlesville Area History Museum. Halloween expert Tim 
Hudson is set to help with the stories this year, while several 
area performers will present the characters telling their fright-
ful fables.  

The spookiest sponsors on the block include Phillips 66, 
Visit Bartlesville, Hilton Garden Inn, and bMonthly Magazine. 
Additional super-scary sponsors include Arvest Bank, First 
Investment Corporation, ConocoPhillips, Theater Bartlesville, 
Mark & Debbie Haskell, Saddoris Companies, Linda Jones, 
Price Connors & Marty Smith, Truity Credit Union, AC&H 
Services, 3 Kids & a Cake, Bartlesville Community Center, 
and Southern Abstract Company.   

Tickets are $10 and attendees are encouraged to come 
early, purchase tickets for a later tour, and then enjoy dinner 
and the downtown scene. Bring everyone along to enjoy the 
tour. The Ghost Walk is recommended for patrons 12 years 
and older and the tour route is handicap accessible. The 
Downtown Bartlesville Ghost Walk is the largest fundraiser 
of the local non-profit Downtown Bartlesville, Ltd. and all 
proceeds benefit the continued revitalization of downtown. 
More information about the walk can be found on Facebook 
@downtownbartlesville or by calling 918-336-8709.
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Alone into the Alone
by Lori Kroh

There’s a photograph of my friend sitting at the grave of her 
son. She is sitting near the headstone, face in her hands and 
golden hair cascading down her back. The wind blows and 
there is grace sufficient for that day. She is all alone. It is her 
time with God in a place that marks exactly the day, hour, and 
minute that she never wanted.  

Every time I see that picture, I cry. My tears have never 
known that depth of despair and my words will fail. What words 
will heal brokenness of body, mind, and soul? This is a part of 
her, now and forever. I love her for being someone who rises in 
the morning. Since. I love her for someone who smiles again. 
Since. I love her no matter what. Since.  

“Alone into the alone.” This is my favorite quote from “A Grief 
Observed” by C.S. Lewis. It explains nothing of the experiences 
you will have in grief, yet says it all. It makes sense to me now. 
Since. I have been walking alone since 2017. It’s the state of 
your mind, the tears on your pillow, and the memories of all the 
moments that play over and over. I am alone. Only I can process 
it and trudge my way through grief. It’s a place you want to leave, 
yet never can because one memory and you’re right back to it 
all. So, it is alone that I forge on. It’s an acknowledgment of life 
that no one can truly explain. Which is why that picture speaks 
to me so deeply. She overcame the darkness. It’s sufficient 
grace and grace sufficient. Since.  

Years ago, I saw her at the Kiddie Park. My son was six and 
my daughter was three. I was pushing a stroller, holding a snow-
cone when I saw her. It had been 20 years since we last saw 
each other. I rushed over to talk to her. She seemed different. It 
had been three years. Since. I had always timed it by the birth 
of my daughter and just knew it was “around that time.” How I 
detest myself for marking someone’s worst moment by “around 
that time.” I started asking her about life and family and tried my 
best to connect. She seemed distant. She wasn’t the same as I 
remembered her. I thought we were the best of friends growing 
up. Maybe we weren’t that close, I thought to myself. Maybe our 

friendship wasn’t as deep as I remember. These thoughts 
swirled in my head and I was naive. I had no idea that grief can 
change you.  

It’s hard when people tell you clichés. Time heals all wounds. 
No, time is time. She will never forget her son. She will always 
look at the clock and know the second she was told on the 
exact day she was told. She will mark the days on the calendar 
and certain dates are etched upon her heart forever.  

And now it’s closer to the day. It’s not “around that time” 
anymore. I have it memorized now. I say to myself don’t say 
clichés, don’t say platitudes, don’t say anything. Just be near. 
Show her a gesture of thoughtfulness. She knows where her 
strength comes from. The grace she needs will be there 
because she was his mother. And still is. Since.  

I introduced her to one of my friends who lost her only son. 
As they talked, I sat nearby and wept as each of them had 
something to share with the other. “Alone into the alone” is such 
a wretched club, and no mother wants to be a member.  

By sharing their stories, it gives me a glimmer of hope to 
know you don’t have to go it alone. The wind blows and there 
is grace sufficient. I was a witness to their sacred words as it 
translated the same language. They lost their firstborn son. 
While they shared about their beloved boys, I watched them 
laugh through tears. We don’t have to go it alone while we go it 
alone in grief. Together they showed me it’s possible to endure 
the depths of darkness and face life again. Since. 



Platinum Cigar Company provides a unique lounge atmosphere to  
ever-growing downtown Bartlesville.  A well-stocked humidor and bar  

with a casual atmosphere to relax and enjoy your day or night.

314 S. Johnstone Avenue, Bartlesville, OK  74003
Tue - Thu  Noon - 10 pm  |  Fri & Sat  Noon - 12 am

918-397-3099
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