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UPFRONT

Happy 239th Birthday, America! Here 
is a little trivia for those who might not 
know everything about America’s Inde-
pendence Day: 

1. The 4th of July was never intended 
to be the day the United States celebrated.  
It was actually July 2nd that the Congress 
voted on as the date.  

2. There are only 26 known copies of 
the original Declaration of Independence 
in existence.  

3. In a twist of fate, our second presi-
dent, John Adams, and our third president, 
Thomas Jefferson, both died on the same 
day, July 4th, 50 years after they both 
signed the Declaration of Independence. 

When we decided a few months ago 
that Shin’enKan was going to be our fea-
ture story in the July “Historic Homes 
and Buildings” issue, we turned the 
assignment over to Debbie Neece, with 
the Bartlesville History Museum. She 
worked for over two months on this story, 
and frankly, I believe it’s her best writing 
to date. For those who moved to 
Bartlesville after 1996, you might not 
know anything about this architectural 
wonder! It was the most unique structure 
in the state ... maybe the country. In this 
issue, we’ve included photos of 
Shin’enKan and details about it’s famous 
architect, Bruce Goff. He also designed 
nine more homes here, and one in Dewey. 
We put a map of all the homes in the 
magazine, so you can drive by and see 
Bruce Goff’s unique vision and style. 

Christy and I love doing this issue of 
homes and buildings. Last year’s July 
issue was popular among our readers, so 
we know you’ll love this one too. What 
makes Bartlesville so unique is the wealth 
in the 20s, 30s, and 40s allowed people to 
build mansions that rivaled other homes 
across Oklahoma. Frank Phillips’ home is 
a prime example of this splendor. This 
mansion stands near the heart of 
Bartlesville, where it once was considered 
to be out in the country. Now that’s crazy! 

There’s not another city quite like 
Bartlesville. When we step into our offices 
at the Price Tower and see all of down-
town, I am simply amazed that a city of 
38,000 residents can have such a beauti-
ful skyline! If you want to have a great 
dining experience, you need to make din-

ner reservations on the sunset terrace at 
the Copper Restaurant, on the 16th floor 
of the Price Tower. I promise you, the 
views are amazing and the food is incred-
ible. It is our favorite place to eat and take 
our friends from out of town. They just 
can’t believe the view.  When we drive the 
streets of downtown and see the beautiful 
homes, I just can’t help but feel so much 
pride. We have kept our history alive by 
restoring homes and buildings, preserving 
them as they were 100 years ago. 

Finally, on July 23rd, Christy and I will 
be celebrating our 14th anniversary. You 
know I am not shy about writing what this 
incredible woman, wife, mother, and best 
friend means to me. You know our love 
story, and I simply melt every time she 
walks into the room ... still, after 34 years 
she moves me! I tell her all the time that I 
have to pinch myself sometimes to make 
sure this journey we are on is real. What a 
journey God has put us on! Through the 
tragedy, heartbreak, loss, and darkness 
that we crawled through, Christy and I 
always believed this story — our love 
story — was meant to be. It hasn’t always 
been pretty, but we have learned that our 
love for one another is a gift we were given 
long ago. In 1985, when a skinny kid from 
Arkansas moved to Bartlesville and while 
cruising through McDonalds, our eyes met 
and our lives changed forever! I love you 
Christy, and I’m simply yours! Happy 
Anniversary, Baby! 

 God Bless and God Bless America! 
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Charlie 
Taraboletti
by Lori Just

The familiar voice of KWON-KYFM-
KRIG-KPGM since 1997 officially went off 
the air on April 30. Charlie Taraboletti retired 
from the station after 22 years on the local 
radio scene. 

Although Charlie covered all the news 
and significant events in the area, he was a 
transplant to the community. He spent some 
time in Oklahoma at Tinker Air Force Base in 
the 70s, where he met his wife Ronda. 
Taraboletti was active duty for six years, 
then served with the Air National Guard for 
22 years. He received his bachelor’s degree 
in musical arts from Illinois State University. 
Charlie had the intention of completing a 
degree as a music education major with a 
speech communications minor, when he 
landed his first broadcasting job at WGLT in 
Normal, Illinois, on the Illinois State Univer-
sity campus. 

“I needed something to pay the bills of 
daily living for myself and Ronda, my wife,” 
he said. “The GI Bill and BEOG (now known 
as Pell Grants) pretty much paid school and 
student housing expense. I applied for a 
part-time announcer job. Since it was pub-
lic radio, they said something like ‘Music 
Major — knows who Rachmaninoff is; 
speech minor — has good diction,’ so they 
offered me a work-study job.” 

Radio wasn’t his ultimate goal at the 
time, so he moved along after a couple of 
years. Life eventually moved him and his 
wife back to the town Charlie grew up in — 
Canton, Illinois.   

“Again, I went to the local station looking 
for some work,” he said. “I worked there 
until Ronda got her first teaching job, 
which required a move. So then I was I 
hired on at WCRI in Eureka, Illinois — 
home of Ronald Reagan’s alma mater, 
Eureka College. The station had been on 
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the air for six months and I was the 
new news director.” 

Ronda eventually took a teaching 
job in a small, rural school district 
about 20 miles west of Monmouth, Illi-
nois, where Kevin and Dorea Potter 
owned two radio stations. Charlie was 
back working in Canton, which was 
about an hour away, so he applied 
with the Potters.  

He worked with Potters for a little 
over a year, when Kevin disclosed to 
Charlie they were buying KWON-
KYFM in Bartlesville and asked if he 
would move and take the job of 
operations manager.  After a couple 
of visits to the community, Charlie 
and his wife made the move on 
Memorial Day weekend of 1997.  

Since then, he’s shared important 
or noteworthy stories like the Phillips 
Petroleum decision to move the 
headquarters to Houston, the Cono-
coPhillips merger (and later spinoff of 
Phillips 66), and the flood of 2007.  
He covered local government, both 
city and county; school systems; 
important business announcements; 
and of course, severe weather.   

“I enjoyed telling the stories where 
there was a conflict — two personal-
ities on opposite sides of a question, 
whether it was a disagreement at a 
city council meeting or it was the DA 
and a good defense attorney. These 
are stories worth telling,” he said. 

Over his tenure, he had a number 
of college and high school interns, 
two of whom have been BHS gradu-
ates and have gone on to other 
things — Garrett Giles and myself 
[Lori Just].  

“There is a certain satisfaction to 
see that I’ve left some kind of mark 
in my profession, as well,” he said. 

During Taraboletti’s tenure, 
KWON won various awards, and 
most recently the Oklahoma Associ-
ation of Broadcasters awarded 
KWON as “Best in Show” for non-
metro radio stations, in 2018. He has 

also shared his time with the com-
munity by his involvement with 
nonprofit groups, boards, and his 
church. He has emceed multiple 
events around town. 

Retirement brings more time to 
pursue his passion. He would love to 
work for the St. Louis Cardinals as 
an usher or hospitality worker at the 
stadium. 

“It’s no surprise to anyone that I’m 
a life-long Cardinals fan,” he said. “I 
was born during final exams in Jan-
uary of my dad’s senior year, at St. 
Louis College of Pharmacy.” 

Charlie and Ronda moved to 
Belleville, Illinois, near the St. Louis 
metropolitan area. They wanted to 
live closer to granddaughters, Palmer, 
age three; and Parker, age three 
months.  

“Ronda retired from teaching three 
years ago, and has spent around a 
week nearly every month since that 
time getting to know them — I have 
a lot of catching up to do,” he said.  

“So whether it’s a stadium job, Geek 
Squad at the local Best Buy, or part-
time at an area radio station, I will 
continue to work, but it will be a lot 
more on a schedule of my choosing 
than one based on current events or 
on severe weather.” 

On his last day at the radio station, 
the City of Bartlesville declared an 
official proclamation that April 30, 
2019 was “Charlie Taraboletti Day,” 
in recognition of his years of service. 
He was also named an adopted 
member of the community through 
his heavy involvement. 

Charlie Taraboletti with his wife, Ronda.
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We saved you a place  
At the Top to celebrate and 
luxuriate in your very own 

Jewel Box

The Room At The Top Events

• 5 unique one bedroom hotel apartments  

• In the heart of downtown   

• Laundry room with washers and dryers- 

free for tenant use  

• All utilities included: electric, water, trash, 

internet & wi-fi  

• Fully furnished 

• Stainless steel appliances  

• Smart TV in each apartment

• 2 separate floors available for rent,  

   each can hold 300 people 

• Lobby  

• Great downtown views  

• Restrooms on each floor 

• Bridal party dressing rooms 

• ADA compliant 

• Elevator  

• Elegantly industrial Chicago  

   school style building

• Building originally built in 

   1910, and was completely  

   restored after a devastating 

   fire in 2010.   

• See us on TheKnot.com!

johnstone.sare@gmail.com | www.johnstone-sare-theroomatthetop.com | www.facebook.com/johnstonesare | instagram: @johnstone.sare.events

(918) 534-6011 100 SW Frank Phillips Blvd | Bartlesville, OK 74003 | 8 am-5 pm, Monday-Friday
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After her family’s home on the banks 
of the Caney River had flooded several 
times, Zora Lannom threw up her hands 
and said, “No more!” 

Zora and Harold Lannom were married 
on December 31, 1891, and moved to 
Washington County, on Cotton Creek. In 
1900, the Lannom family moved to the 
former George Keeler home on the banks 
of the Caney River, staying until Zora had 
enough of the floods. As Cherokees, Zora 
and the four children received allotments 
of over 500 acres of land southwest of 
Bartlesville. In 1909, they moved into a 
beautiful mansion Harold had built for 
them. The mansion was named Belle 
Meade, meaning Beautiful Meadows. It 
had 22 rooms, 7 fireplaces, 4 bathrooms, 
spacious hallways, and a beautiful wind-
ing stairway. It has been called the twin of 
the Frank Phillips Mansion. 

The home was decorated with 
imported materials, furnishings, and fine 
paintings. The library was full of hand-
tooled leather classics and the walls held 
green silk damask. Much of the furniture 
in the home was custom built. 

The home was built on a high point 
located in the meadow west of the rail-
road tracks and south of what is now 14th 
Street. Numerous railroad passengers 
could see it. 

As you can imagine, the 
Lannoms were part of the elite 
social class of Bartlesville and 
enjoyed entertaining. Mr. Lan-
nom purchased more land 
nearby and built a horseracing 
track with seating for 5,000 
people. The track hosted dog 
shows, horse races, and steer 
roping — all some of the best in 
the area. In 1909, Harold pur-
chased the first and finest 
four-story building in Indian Ter-
ritory. It was the only modern 
office building in Bartlesville, 

with electric elevator service. It was torn 
down in 1966 and Ettingers Office Supply 
now sits on that corner. 

Shortly after Emmett Dalton — the 
surviving member of the Dalton Gang — 
was released from prison, Harold helped 
him make a movie about the 1892 raid on 
the banks of Coffeyville, Kansas. Dalton 
had a horse he ran at Lannom’s track for 
several seasons.  

Zora was very involved in the First 
Christian Church and several civic 
clubs. She organized one of the first 
Eleanor Roosevelt clubs and served as 
the President. 

For unknown reasons, the Lannoms 
divorced in 1911. Several years later, Zora 
married Walter Hair and they lived at Belle 
Meade. Zora’s daughter, Peggy, married 
Art Hall in June of 1926, and they moved 
into Belle Meade with all their posses-
sions until they could find the right home. 
On November 11, 1926, the newlyweds 
attended a party with friends Dr. Drew and 
Sarah Whitman, who spent the night with 
them at Belle Meade after the party. 
About 2 a.m. another daughter, Camilla, 
woke everyone in the house because of a 
fire. All seven people escaped with only 
their nightclothes and blankets, as the 
house burned to the ground. 

The cause of the fire is still 
unknown. The fire chief at the 
time reported this was the 
biggest fire Bartlesville had ever 
experienced. People came for 
days to gawk at the remains of 
this once-beautiful home.  

Several businesses in the 
area have been named for Belle 
Meade, including a church, a 
grocery store, and salon. Jane 
Phillips Elementary School and 
surrounding neighborhoods are 
on the site where the racetrack 
and mansion once stood.

High, Dry & Up in Smoke
The Story of Belle Meade
by Kay Little, Little History Adventures

The Belle Meade was a mansion often called the twin of the Frank Phillips Mansion.

ZORA SWAFFORD LANNOM HAIT & HAROLD LANNOM
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Dewey’s Independence
Jacob Bartles Played a Key Role in 4th of July Celebrations
by Debbie Neece & Bill Woodard

Mr. Jacob Bartles (1842-1908) was born in New Jersey, 
one of the 13 colonies, which won independence from the 
British monarchy with the signing of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence in 1776 — the birth of American Independence. 
The day was celebrated with picnics, parades, speeches, 
music, artillery salutes, and in 1877, Congress approved cel-
ebratory fireworks.    

It has been reported the first Fourth of July celebration in 
Indian Territory took place in 1877, organized by Jacob Bar-
tles. His north settlement at the horseshoe bend of the Caney 
River became the site of elaborate Fourth of July celebrations, 
as he brought political speakers to entertain hundreds who 
traveled from miles around for the 
gathering and often stayed a 
week or more. He even harvested 
ice from the Caney River over the 
winter and stored it in his “ice 
well” to serve ice cold drinks and 
ice-cream to the visitors. For 
those who might be envisioning 
frozen mud in your cold drink, 
you should know that in those 
days the Caney River was a clear, 
free-running stream. Before the 

end of the event, plans were made to meet friends the follow-
ing year — at the same time and same location.  

Bartles was a deeply patriotic man. He served with the 
Sixth Kansas Volunteer Calvary during the Civil War and was 
honorably discharged as a Quartermaster Sergeant. Civil War 
comrades took every opportunity to gather in order to 
recount stories of service, celebrate heroism, and memorial-
ize fallen comrades. Almost immediately after the close of 
the war, Union reunions began at the national level. At each 
reunion, the next reunion location was selected and plans 
began. Reunions were also held by individual regiments.  

In September of 1896, the first such event was held in 
Indian Territory. Jacob Bartles 
hosted the 12th Annual Reunion 
of the Sixth Kansas Calvary 
Association at Bartles Park, 
along the banks of the Caney 
River. Bartles was President of 
the organization and spared no 
expense or effort to bring com-
fort to his comrades during their 
stay. He erected a tent city for 
lodging and furnished all of the 
food served in a large “mess tent.” 
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In 1899, Bartles moved his Caney River community north 
and established the town of Dewey, where the patriotic cel-
ebrations continued. The railroad arrived in Dewey in July of 
1899, just before it arrived in Bartlesville. Plus, Dewey’s 

“golden spike” was driven in 1908, establishing the 
Bartlesville/Dewey Interurban Railway service, which contin-
ued until 1920. The Interurban brought many Bartlesville 
visitors to Dewey’s Fourth of July parties. Couple these two 
transportation opportunities with horse, buggy, and automo-
bile travel, and thousands converged upon Dewey for the 
three- to five-day gala.  

On September 10, 1908 Bartles was again host to an all-
expense paid party for his Civil War comrades, as the 24th 
Annual Reunion of the Sixth Kansas Cavalry arrived in Dewey. 
Bartles son, Joe, gathered his cowboy friends for a roping 
contest at Joe Knights pasture (currently Don Tyler Park on 
Durham Road) as part of the entertainment. A tent city was 
erected in the park area directly across the street to the east 
of the Dewey Hotel and the city was draped in patriotic 
bunting as Dewey bulged at the seams in an attempt to offer 
food, lodging, and services. 

Jake was ill with Bright’s Disease and died a month later, 
but Joe Bartles refused to let the celebrants down. The Rop-
ing and Riding became an annual Fourth of July event from 

1909-1914 at Joe Knights pasture, where bleachers were 
temporarily erected. A barbecue dinner was cooked over 
open pits and served on long tables, free of charge.  

In 1913, the annual Fourth of July party was renamed the 
Dewey Roundup. Joe Bartles brought a decorating crew 
from Kansas City to paint the town red, white, and blue, and 
the small city of Dewey was ablaze in patriotic color with 
banners and flags lining the downtown streets. The event 
grew every year and became one of the top rodeo events in 
the world, rivaling the Pendleton Round-up, Calgary Stam-
pede, and Cheyenne Frontier Days.  
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After the Oklahoma legislature passed the Free Fair Law 
in 1915, the city of Dewey spent more than $30,000 building 
fairgrounds and a racing track where future events occurred. 
The following year, the Dewey Roundup introduced the Cow-
girl’s Bronc Riding contest and future years saw the cowgirls 
participate in Trick Riding, Steer Roping and Riding, and Bull 
Dogging events.   

Cowboys and cowgirls came from all across the United 
States to compete at Dewey and the talent was remarkable. 
Dozens of the competitors have been inducted into the 
Cowboy Hall of Fame and many were world champions. 
Twelve of the Oklahoma cowboy competitors were both 
world champions and are in the Cowboy Hall of Fame. The 
most famous being Jim Shoulders, arguably the greatest 
rodeo performer of all time, winning 16 world titles, includ-
ing five all-around titles. And, we can't forget Pauline 
Nesbitt from Nowata, both a world champion and in the 
Cowgirl Hall of Fame. 

Joe Bartles worked tirelessly to “up” the entertainment 
each year. Over the years, he added events like Boiler 
Loading, Steer Roping, Bronc Riding, Trick and Fancy Rop-
ing, Wild Horse Races, an Airplane Exhibition, Automobile 
Races, Boxing, Wild Cow Milking, and Auto Polo Races. 
One year, Bob Wills and his Texas Playboys were the head-
liner entertainment.  

Heavy rainfall in 1949 threatened the 33rd annual event, 
but competitors and spectators were not deterred. A near 
capacity crowd poured into the grandstand. About 9 o’clock 
on the final night of the entertainment, the northern nine-foot 
section of the grandstand with approximately 350 spectators 
gave way in the soggy mud and injured about a dozen peo-
ple. Since the Washington County Commissioners owned 
the property upon which the grandstand and arena stood, 
their board was responsible for the liability. In 1950, the prop-
erty sold to the Dewey School District, the bleachers were 
torn down and the Dewey High School stadium was later 
built on this site.  

Although the Dewey Roundup has disappeared into the 
sunset, the little town of Dewey continues to celebrate the 
Fourth of July in grand fashion — at the same time and same 
location as Bartles first roping conte — at Joe Knight’s pas-

ture, currently Don Tyler Park. The Dewey Lions Club will be 
serving food starting at 4 p.m., live music at 6, and fireworks 
at 9:35. There will be activities for the children and don’t for-
get the annual Duck Derby race down the “Delaware River” 
at 8:30 p.m. Thank you to Dr. and Mrs. Robert Davis, Dewey 
Civic Association, and all of the sponsors who help us cele-
brate Dewey’s Independence. 

~~~ 

Many of the details for this story were taken from “Meet 
Me At The Roundup: The Life and Legacy of Jacob H. Bar-
tles,” written by Debbie Neece and Bill Alexander, which is 
available for purchase at the Bartlesville Area History Museum. 

In 1870, Congress established July 4th as a federal 
holiday which became one of the four federal holidays. 
It joined New Year’s Day, Veteran’s Day and Christmas. 
However, it was not until 1941 that the day became a 
paid holiday for all federal employees. Additionally, 
three of the Founding Father Presidents have died on 
the Fourth of July; John Adams and Thomas Jefferson 
died within hours of each other on July 4th, 1826 and 
James Monroe died July 4th, 1831.  

Now You Know*

Did You Know?
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BRUCE GOFF
AREA HOMES

     1956:   Joe D. Price House and Studio  
                  Starview Farm, Bartlesville (gone) 
  
    1957:   C. A. Comer House 
                  1316 N. Creek, Dewey 
  
    1957:   J.O. and Mary Motsenbocker House  
                  2416 SE Circle Drive, Bartlesville 
  
     1958:   Harold Jones House  
                  3411 SE Wildwood Court, Bartlesville 
  
     1958:   Robert White House 
                  1525 SE White Way, Bartlesville 
  
     1959:   Russell Collins House 
                  3400 SE Wildwood Court, Bartlesville 
  
     1959:   Richard Bennett House 
                  2841 Silver Lake Road, Bartlesville 
  
     1959:    J.R. Akright House Alterations 
                  2412 SE Circle Drive, Bartlesville 
  
     1959:   Redeemer Lutheran Church Education Building,  
                  3700 SE Woodland Road, Bartlesville 
  
     1961:    James Fitchette House 
                  1900 SE Saturn Court, Bartlesville 
  
     1963:   50’ Play Tower with a Mobius strip crawler, 
                  Sooner Park, Bartlesville
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(In Dewey)

Proud Sponsor of Bruce Goff Homes Map
We Build Houses That Become Home To Your Best Moments

New Construction • Commercial & Residential Leasing
Houses • Lofts • Cottages • Bungalows • Tiny Homes

918-331-6002 » 918-333-3500        thghome.com « gramercylife.org
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COMMUNITY

“There aren’t any new stories. There are 
only the old ones … Tell the old stories all 
over again, but in fresh ways.” 

Brent Taylor mulled over the words of 
his author brother as he envisioned a new 
building project within this framework, 
aspiring to tell the old story of neighbor-
hood and community in a new way. 

“What is timeless and original in all its 
incarnations is neighbors — and not just 
neighbors, neighbors that you actually 
know,” says Taylor, CEO of Taylor Homes 
Group. “Closeness, relationships, front 
porch swings, gardens, common lawns, 
cookouts. And what if people actually sat 
in those swings and strummed guitars 
and rode bikes along the lanes and threw 
frisbees on the lawns?” 

So Taylor took this idea of community 
and crafted a neighborhood that was to 
be modern but old, classic yet new, inti-
mate yet separate. He started a bit 
backwards, by naming the place before 
he envisioned all of its details: Gramercy. 
He liked the sound of the word — a 
blend of grace and mercy — and the 
meaning behind it. Gramercy means 

“great thanks” (Old French) and “little 
crooked brook” (Dutch). 

Bartlesville’s Gramercy neighborhood 
offers urban lofts, classic cottages, down-
home bungalows, and cozy tiny homes in 
one contiguous community managed by 
a homeowner’s association. Gramercy is 
located one block west of Highway 75 on 
Stonewall Drive. 

The managed way of living closely in 
community drew inspiration from a neigh-
borhood in Manhattan — Gramercy Park 
— which represented one of the earliest 
attempts at residential planning in New 
York City. 

“Our concept borrows on the idea of 
the neighborhood belonging to the own-
ers and being a unique, respected, and 
well-maintained place to live,” Taylor says. 

The inclusion of tiny homes as part of 
the Gramercy concept was based on the 
movement, particularly of younger people, 
into the realm of the simple, Taylor notes.  

“Younger folks are making choices to 
spend less money on a particular place 
to be, and to spend more money on a 
particular place to go,” he says. “So, we 
decided to capture the people who still 
have wanderlust in their soul — travelers, 
wanderers, the less rooted, who want a 
simpler place to live that doesn’t tie 
them down with lawn work, and yet is 
someplace enjoyable to live and recreate 
and mingle.” 

Construction on the Gramercy com-
munity began in 2012, and nine tiny 
homes popped up in 2018. Phase two, 
the addition of 10 more tiny homes, 
begins this summer. 

Of all the residential styles at 
Gramercy, the tiny homes have perhaps 
drawn the most attention. Gramercy is 
one of only two developments in 
Bartlesville with tiny homes. 

“We find people driving by and peeking 
in windows all the time,” Taylor says. “And 
we have a waiting list.” 

Most of the Gramercy tiny homes 
include one bedroom and one bath, but 
some feature two bedrooms and two 
baths. The floor plans range from 450 to 
750 square feet. 

No matter the home one inhabits at 
Gramercy, whether a large townhome or 
small cottage, Taylor says each is a part 
of the bigger community.  

“You can’t force the human need to 
connect with one another in residential 
communities, but you can provide places 
for that to happen,” Taylor said. “We’ve 
intentionally oriented front porches to face 
one another with porch swings. We have 
common sidewalks and trails to walk and 
to talk, raised garden beds to grow toma-
toes and lettuce and carrots, green 
spaces to walk a dog and throw a frisbee, 
and places to practice physical fitness —
workout and yoga gyms and pickleball 
courts.” 

For more about Gramercy, visit 
www.gramercylife.org. 

A Fresh Old Story
Gramercy Crafts a Modern but Old Community Feel
by Kelsey Walker

A look at one of the tiny homes at Gramercy.
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Out of the Ashes

Shin’enKan: The Architectural Jewel of Bruce Goff
by Debbie Neece, Bartlesville Area History Museum

Bartlesville’s architectural style is 
a legacy designed by the likes of 
Edward Buehler Delk, John Duncan 
Forsyth, Cliff May, Frank Lloyd 
Wright, William Wesley 
Peters and indeed Bruce 
Alonzo Goff.  

It was not through 
Bruce Goff’s own inten-
tions that he became 
involved in architecture. 
Born in Alton, KS in 1904, 
the child of a watch repair-
man, the family relocated 
several times in search of 
better financial situations. 
He attended school in Ski-
atook where he was 
introduced to the colors 
and patterns of Native 
American regalia and 
gazed upon a photo of the 
Mormon Temple Church in 
Salt Lake City. This was his 

first glimpse of modern architecture 
and he was inspired. Bruce began 
drawing on any paper available–wall 
paper, paper grocery bags, etc., 

drawings which were mostly dis-
carded in the garbage.  

In 1915, the family moved to Tulsa 
and at the age of 11¾, his 
father “took him to town.” 
Bruce was frightened and 
unaware of what was about 
to happen. Their first stop 
was at 4th and Main where 
his father asked a stranger, 

“Who is the best architect in 
Tulsa?” The gentleman pro-
fessed, “Rush, Endacott and 
Rush.” Soon young, shy and 
overwhelmed Bruce walked 
the long hall of a building 
lined with offices and the 
staccato echo of clicking 
typewriters. He entered the 
office of an 80 year-old man 
with a Teddy Roosevelt like-
ness, sitting at a roll-top 
desk. The old man turned 
and barked, “What do you 
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Shin’enKAN

want?” Wide-eyed Bruce wanted to 
run in fear but his father wanted the 
man to make his son an architect 
and Bruce was amazed when his 
father pulled one of his drawings 
from his coat to show the man.  

Bruce had no idea what an archi-
tect was but his father required him 
to be at Rush’s office every day after 
school “or don’t come home.” His 
drawings caught the eye of the firm’s 
draftsmen who announced they had 
a “Frank Lloyd Wright Jr. in the office 
who was copying Wright’s work.” 
Bruce had no idea what a Wright 
was either…until he saw the elder 
Rush’s March 1908 Architectural 
Record which 
was devoted to 
the work of Mr. 
Wright. Bruce 
was shocked 
that someone 
was already 

building everything he was interested 
in drawing.    

He became obsessed by 
Wright’s work and the Architectural 
Record became his “bible” which 
inspired him to send a fan letter to 
Mr. Wright. Wright appreciated the 
young admirer so much that he 
sent two portfolios of his work 
which had been published in Ger-
many in 1910. Their friendship then 
became life-long.  

The young talented architectural 
prodigy began to produce for Rush’s 
firm with his first project, a house 
design that was built when he was 

13 years old; 
and the million 
dollar Boston 
Avenue United 
Methodist 
Church project, 

“I went into Woolworth to get 320 
ten-cent ashtrays and the man said 
‘are you starting a nightclub’ and I 
said no I’m using them as win-
dows…and he thought I was 
kidding.”  

— Bruce Goff
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at the age of 22, brought him part-
nership. 

Mr. Goff (respectfully called B.G. 
by his friends and colleagues) had no 
formal architectural training but was 
well-known and respected. He was 
invited to be the Chairman of the 
University of Oklahoma’s School of 
Architecture (1947-1955) which 
operated under the umbrella of the 
University’s Engineering Department. 
Young Joe Price was an electrical 
engineer student who sat in 
on Goff’s lectures; the two 
became engaged in a life-
long architectural endeavor 
and Price became Goff’s 
major patron.  

Architectural influences 
flooded Bartlesville in the early 1950s. 
H.C. Price commissioned Frank 
Lloyd Wright to design the 19-story 
Price Tower which was built in down 
town Bartlesville while Cliff May 
designed the H.C. Price ranch-style 
home, Wright designed the Hal Price 
Jr.’s “Hillside” home, and Goff 
designed the Joe Price Bachelor 
Studio, which were all built at the 
Price family’s estate, Starview 
Farm, south of Bartlesville.  

Goff’s first 
design (1953-1954) 
for the Joe Price 
Studio 

brought stark criticism from Mr. 
Wright who called the design a 

“flawed unbuildable fiasco.” Goff was 
hurt but budgetary constraints, not 
the letter, required Goff to redesign 
the structure replacing steel framing 
with wood.   

In January 1956, Bruce Goff left 
the University of Oklahoma’s School 
of Architecture and established his 
home and studio on the 9th and 10th 
floors of the Price Tower with his 

tuxedo feline, Chiaroscuro (Chia), 
where he remained through 1964.  

As with any grand project, it takes 
an army, and so it was with the archi-
tectural masterpiece that became 
known as Shin’enKan. Robert 
Bowlby was Goff’s apprentice in the 
fall of 1956 and they collaborated to 
design the first stage of Joe Price’s 

“Cultural Refuge.”  

It was not until October 1957 that 
Goff produced the final design 
which applied his mastery in a trian-
gular floor plan consisting of three 
pinwheel wings extending from the 
center lounge area and conversa-
tion pit. Each wing had a different 

function–an entry under a can-
tilevered carport, efficiency kitchen 
and screened porch, and a bed-
room and bath area–and each was 
accessible from the central living 
area through individual stain-glass 
center-pivoting doors.  

J. Palmer Boggs was hired as the 
project engineer and Bluestem 
Foundry partners, Calvin Mason and 
Frank Magana as general contrac-
tors; construction began in late 1957 

with completion the follow-
ing year.  

Mr. Mason was familiar 
with Frank Lloyd Wright and 
Bruce Goff. He worked with 
Wright during the Price 
Tower construction so he 

was not a stranger to H.C. Price 
either. Mason was also the contrac-
tor for the Goff designed C.A. Comer 
House in Dewey. Comer was 
Mason’s good friend and insurance 
agent. This four-way connection was 
the impetus to Mason and Magana 
becoming the general contractors for 
the Joe Price Studio.  

One might suspect being a 
contractor on a Goff-designed 
home would be somewhat 
challenging; a chal-

“It was to be a bachelor house, built for a person 
living alone, a place which would become an 
escape from business, pressures of society, and 
prying eyes of gossip.” 

 — Joe Price.
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lenge recognized by H.C. Price who 
was fully aware of Wright and Goff 
designs. While working on the 
Comer house, Mr. Price visited and 
asked Mason, “Do you think you 
can build Joe’s Studio” and 
Mason said, “Why sure I can.” 
Mr. Price grinned and said, “I 
think you can too.” Price left 
the site and Mason became the 
general contractor. 

Joe Price wanted his home 
void of conventional furniture, 
rather informal relaxed floor seat-
ing in a setting hidden from the 
world that demanded his full daily 
attention. In true Japanese fashion, 
when entering the Price 
home, visitors were 
required to remove 
their shoes which 
added to the 
luxurious 

feel of their surroundings while pro-
tecting the thick cushioned white 
carpeting underfoot that continued 
up the walls.  

The three-
sided pyramid 
ceiling was cov-

ered on two 
sides with goose 

feathers that had 
been carefully gath-

ered in groups of 
seven feathers, glued 

in place, all flowing the 
same direction, to create 

a soft, non-shadowing, 
acoustical ambiance. Cello-

phane strips suspended from the 
ceiling, created a dancing rain effect 
as the air-conditioned breeze flowed 
across the strips.  

The third side of the ceiling con-
tained a skylight that daily filled the 
main area of the home with a natural 
illumination of defused sunlight 
reflected from the goose feathers to 
the recessed conversation pit below. 
The focal point of the conversation 
pit was a hexagonal medallion coffee 
table with a hydraulic lift to expose 
stereos components.  

The concrete foundation walls 
were veneered with black metallic-
lustered Kentucky anthracite coal 
with dark green joint mortar inter-
spersed with blue-green glass cullet 
from a northeast Oklahoma glass 
plant. Evening lights shined through 
the glass cullet creating glowing 
night lights.  

Goff’s architectural style incorpo-
rated unusual materials as 

“architectural embellishments” which 
were often purchased at the local 
Woolworth five and dime store. Sim-
ple items like prismatic glass 
ashtrays became elegant windows 

and strings of plastic beads 
became part of the wall décor 
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and design inlaid in each of the three 
pivoting doors.   

Although the furniture was mini-
mal, Calvin Mason purchased a 
press machine and stamped the 
decorative trim of the tables and 
chairs as he made each piece at the 
Bluestem Foundry in Dewey where 
Goff’s intricately designed center-
pivot doors were also produced. 

The exterior of the Studio contin-
ued the elaborate design with a 
combination of nature and architec-
ture. One of the most magnificent 
additions to the Japanese garden 
and goldfish pond became Joe 
Price’s bronze Siamese Phoenix 
Bird statue.  

In 1961, Joe Price became part-
ners in the purchase of a 97-foot 
schooner christened the Wonderer, 
which allowed him to make many 
trips to Bali. On one such trip his art-

ful heart captured the Phoenix 
which became part of his prized art 
collection. Price asked Goff to add 
the statue to his Shin’enKan garden 
and Goff designed the exterior of 
the house with the Phoenix in mind; 
extending the design of black coal 
and blue-green glass cullet to the 
exterior of the home to accent the 
Phoenix statue which created a 
garden focal point. A Tulip Tree with 
large purple blossoms and a 
Japanese Elm with flaming red 
color filled the Japanese garden 
with exquisite color in the summer.  

The master of extremely adaptable 
architecture, Bruce Goff said it 
best, “Shin’enKan has its own 
style so it will never be out of 
style.”
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Gazing past Shin’enKan’s triangu-
lar motif gate, the cantilevered 
beams and wood-framed home was 
clad in a bright gold-anodized alu-
minum roof and the walls were 
wainscoted with imported Acacia 
Tree bark.  

In 1962, Price traveled to Japan, 
where he was introduced to Etsuko 
Yoshimochi, a 23 year-old art guide 
whom he married two years later. 
From this chance encounter also 
grew Price’s lifelong passion of 
Edo period Japanese art by artist 
Ito Jakuchu.  

At that point in Price’s life, the 
Bachelor Studio was in need of an 
addition to accommodate his mar-
ried life and growing art collection. 
He contacted Goff to continue the 
artistic masterpiece and the result 
was the 1966-1969 Shin’enKan 
Gallery Addition. The Balinese trans-
lation of Shin'enKan is "home of the 
far away heart."  

Goff wove the design of the origi-
nal Bachelor Studio into an 
expanded home incorporating family 
spaces, new larger kitchen, dining 
area and a museum gallery to 
accommodate their treasured art 
collection. Edo art is created on rice 
paper which requires humidification 
so a 2,500 pound glass-sided pool of 
water hovered above their Japanese 
bath which supplied the humidifica-
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tion for the art while creating an art-
filled skylight for the lower level 
authentic Japanese bath.  

Doran Johnson became the 
general contractor for the 
Shin’enKan addition and subcon-
tractors Frank and Cecil Magana 
worked for a year to intricately tile 
the gold and platinum plated luxu-
rious Japanese bath.  

Joe Price’s house was an 
“evolving 23-year laboratory for 
Price’s lifestyle and Goff’s ideas.” 
Once Joe and Etsuko began to 
have children, Goff designed the 
Tower Addition (1974-1976) con-
taining bedrooms and a private 
office/loft area. The children’s 
octagonal bedrooms held Goff’s 
signature bi-fold doors with 4” 
foam padded white carpet where 
the daughters slept on futons on 
the floor. Joe Price loved football 
so his private “man cave” had a 
two-television entertainment cen-
ter covered with pink onyx 
imported from Turkey, which 
allowed him to watch two football 
games simultaneously. 

Bartlesville has been blessed with 
the philanthropic spirit from many 
directions. In 1985, the Price’s 
donated Shin’enKan to the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma College of 
Architecture as a memorial to Bruce 
Goff and to be used as a “think tank” 
for architectural students. The struc-

ture was also open for tours and pri-
vate parties.  

Bartlesville residents Charles Hol-
land and Pat Murphy purchased the 
structure from OU in June of 1996 
with a proposed lease agreement to 
the Friends of Shin’enKan who 
would care for the facility.  

Carefully tucked behind the rolling 
hills of Starview Farms, a glow con-
sumed the evening sky on December 
26, 1996. The following morning 
Shin’enKan had disappeared. Valued 
by the Fire Marshall at 1.5 million 
dollars and some architects at 10 
million dollars, Shin’enKan was unin-
sured at the time of the arson. The 
very materials that brought luster to 
the home were the fuel for the 
uncontrollable inferno. Through the 
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ash, all that remains are a few sou-
venir blue-green glass cullets, the 
charred bronze Siamese Phoenix 
sculpture which has been preserved 
at the Price Tower Arts Center and 
the memories of Bruce Goff’s archi-
tectural treasure, Shin’enKan, the 

“home of the far away heart.”  

Softly spoken but boldly artistic, 
Bruce Goff was a man of humble tal-
ent with a humble beginning and a 
humble end. He has an extensive list 
of accomplishments with more than 
450 commissioned designs and 147 
realized constructions from 1917-
1980. Additionally, eight structures 
have been listed on the National Reg-
istry of Historic Places. Although the 
homes have had various owners, Goff 
designed homes are always referred 
to by their original owners. Goff’s 
death occurred in 1982 in Tyler TX. 

Now living in the Bart Prince 
designed “Mushroom House” in Cal-
ifornia, the Price’s have amassed 
what is considered to be the greatest 
collection of Edo period art in the 
world, rivaled only by the emperor's 
palace in Japan. Bart Prince and 
Bruce Goff worked as associate 
architects on what was to be Goff’s 
final design and Mr. Prince com-

pleted the design for Goff posthu-
mously. The Pavilion for Japanese 
Art was built at the Los Angeles 
County Museum of Art where Etsuko 
Price and daughter, Sachi, are the 
Curators of the “The Etsuko and Joe 
Price Collection of Japanese Art.” 
Their daughter, Shinobu, is a 
renowned photographer. 

Price “likes to think of himself as 
a simple country boy, who had 
the good fortune to meet three 
of what he calls the most brilliant 
men in the world: architects 
Frank Lloyd Wright, Bruce Goff 
and Bart Prince.”

Thank you for  
your assistance: 
Bart Prince, Architect,  
Goff Apprentice  

Debbie (Mason) Smith,  
daughter of Calvin Mason 

Jay and Ann-Janette Webster, 
Pioneer Dream 

Jay Hastings,  
Bartlesville Police Department 

Nelson Brackin, Architect,  
Goff Apprentice 

Price Connors of the  
Price Tower 

Zachary Matthews, 
Friends of Kebyar
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Happy to be Home
Realtor Jeff Hall Enjoying Being Back in Bartlesville
by Grace A. Birdman

Jeff Hall’s life experience and celebrity client list seem like they’re 
taken right out of a story book. As a young boy he was fascinated by 
beautiful, historic homes and 
growing up in Bartlesville gave 
him plenty of chances to explore 
that passion. After college and a 
short stint in the clothing busi-
ness, Hall got his brokers license, 
moved to North Carolina, and 
entered the high-end, luxury real-
estate market. 

While Hall treasures the 
friendships, stories, and unusual 
encounters that came from serv-
ing the “rich & famous,” he says 
one of his best moves, thus far, 
has been the one back home to 
Bartlesville — where his affec-
tion for unique properties first began. bMonthly caught up with Jeff 
to learn bit more about his love for homes, and the people who live 
in them. 

How long has your family has been in Bartlesville? 

Jeff Hall: I was born July 14, 1962, in Bartlesville, and my mother and 
father were also born and raised here. Looking back it is was a won-
derful place to grow up, … We didn't have to lock our front doors — 
and there was always a great sense of pride in being from Bartlesville, 
with all of its rich history. It really was an idyllic place to grow up. 

When did you move away and why? 

Jeff Hall: I went to college at OSU, and when I came back my family 
opened a retail business, Jasper’s Men’s Shop, in the brand new 
Washington Park Mall, in 1984. I was manager and buyer, and 
responsible for bringing Polo/Ralph Lauren to Bartlesville … before 
this you had to go to Tulsa. That was a very big deal in the retail 
industry because they didn’t sell to department stores back then, just 
exclusive men’s shops. Unfortunately, the Phillips Petroleum Com-
pany takeover attempts literally put a halt on business — especially 
a high end clothing store. So, we were forced to close. 

How did you find your way into the real estate business? 

Jeff Hall: I had always been interested in homes, so I went to Real 
Estate School and got my brokers license. One of my best friends and 
his family moved to North Carolina and I was young, single, and 
wanted an adventure … so I moved to the Raleigh/Durham/Chapel 
Hill area of North Carolina and specialized in luxury high-end proper-
ties for over 25 years there. 

We understand you’ve always been an admirer of great 
homes ... even as a young boy? 

Jeff Hall: I can remember when I 
was young, watching TV or 
movies, always being fascinated 
with background scenery and, of 
course, the amazing houses. As 
a young man I would see attrac-
tive homes, and if I didn't already 
know who lived there I would get 
the telephone book and look it 
up. Of course, Bartlesville has 
always had a tremendous 
amount of gorgeous architecture 
— just like our unique downtown 
skyline — for a city our size. I 
guess I have always had an eye 
for unique, pretty things. Ha! 

How long have you been back in Bartlesville and what drew 
you home? 

Jeff Hall: My mother, with whom I was very close, passed away in 
2014. After that, I decided to move back home in 2015. It’s been four 
years now, and I'm really enjoying being back and seeing everyone. 

In your business now, you serve Bartlesville, Tulsa, and the 
entire Northeastern Oklahoma Region — but over your storied 
career, haven’t you had some rather recognizable clients? 

Jeff Hall: My friendship with Farrah Fawcett and her family is a story 
we’ll save for another day, but I have had several wealthy, celebrity 
clients like the Kerr Drug Heiress, the Howard Johnson Family, the 
President of Duke University Hospital, and Hammerstein — as in 

“Rodgers & Hammerstein,” to name a few. One of the things I like most 
about working with them is that they know exactly what they are look-
ing for, and when you do find it, or you market and sell their property 
for them at top dollar, they are the most thankful. They’re the ones 
that send you referrals, because they know just how serious you are 
at what you do and that you know their market well! 

What do you enjoy personally about helping others in 
real estate? 

Jeff Hall: I don’t just sell real estate. I represent and market my prop-
erties, and literally try and get top dollar for my sellers. When I have 
buyers, I work to match up exactly what their discriminating taste may 
be. I learned very valuable experiences in the North Carolina luxury 
real estate market ... I'm extremely particular about things … and my 
clients and customers appreciate and expect that from me. I have 
been extremely blessed by God, and I owe Him everything that I have 
been able to accomplish in my lifetime thus far!

28     b Monthly | JULY 2019

FEATURE SPONSOR



Teacher of the Year

Congratulations

Julie Pattison

Sponsored by

Wasemiller 

Insurance
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OK75 Hoops Summer 
Leagues 
5 PM; Dewey Christian Gym 
OK75 Hoops Summer League 
is a competitive basketball 
league for 5/6 grade girls & 
boys, 3/4 grade girls & boys, 
1/2 grade girls & boys. Not 
CO-ED. Each team must 
provide a grade card to verify 
the grade the athlete was in. 
The Cost per team in the 
league is $250 total for the 
summer. Spots will fill up fast, 
so contact Casey Parham 
918-440-5108 or 
pastorparham@gmail.com to 
reserve your spot.  
Space Crafts For Teens 
6 PM; Bartlesville Public 
Library 
Create Eclipse Bleached T-
shirts (bring your own dark 
colored t-shirt), Nebulas in a 
Bottle, Cubeecraft Sci-Fi 
Characters, and Cosmic Bath 
Bombs! 
 
Weekly Preschool  
Storytime 
11 AM; Bartlesville public 
Library 
Geared toward 3-6-year-olds, 
Preschool Storytime is 20-30 
minutes of books, songs, 
movement and fun! Stay 
afterward for playtime with 
puzzles, coloring, toys and 
visiting! Storytime is free and 
no registration is required. 
 

Destination: Moon 
2 PM; Bartlesville Public 
Library 
Launch into high flying 
adventure this summer with 
Mad Science's "Destination: 
Moon!" Our show ignites 
imagination, fun and learning 
as we experience space 
vacuums, principles of flight 
and even astronaut training! 
 

Big Bang 5k/10K 
7 AM; Bulldogger Road, 
Dewey 
The Dewey FFA is organizing 
this 5K run and 1 Mile Fun 
Run. Fun Run starts 8:00 a.m. 
5k and 10k starts 7:30 a.m. 
Come out and enjoy the day 
with us, have fun, exercise, 
and spend some quality time 
with your family and 
community! Costumes 
welcome, dress up to 
celebrate Independence Day. 
We are here to enjoy and have 
fun! Prizes will be awarded to 
the top 3 runners in each age 
group male and female. 
Included with registration will 
be a grab bag of goodies, 
race shirt, timing chip and 
race bib. All runners will be 
eligible for the numerous door 
prizes that have been donated 
by local businesses. The 
course is certified and all 
timing will be done by Tatur 
Racing. 
 
 

Fireworks and the 
Dewey Duck Derby 
4 PM; Don Tyler Park, Dewey 
Free watermelon, activities for 
the kids, music, and fireworks 
make for a huge 4th of July 
celebration! Starting at 4 pm 
in Don Tyler Park, come and 
set up your picnic area for the 
day. Great food is available 
from the Dewey Lions Club 
starting at 4 pm. Live music 
will start at 6:00, duck race at 
8:30, and fireworks at 9:35. So 
come early for the fun, and 
stay until dark for a fantastic 
fireworks display. Contact 
Cassie at 534-2272 for info. 
 

Matoaka HHH Car 
Show & Fireworks 
6 PM; Matoaka Baptist 
Church 
 

First Wesleyan Family 
Fun Night  
6:30 PM; Frontier Pool 
Free Admission 

Summer 1-Day Dance 
Camps 
9 AM; Stage Art 
The July 10 camp is a 
Christmas in July theme, while 
July 30 is a Super Heroes 
Camp theme. Each camp 
includes: dance instruction, 
crafts, games, and lots of fun. 
Wear your own costume to 
class! $20/each - enroll at 
stageartproductions.com or 
by calling 918-333-7270. 
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After Hours Clinic

No Appointment Necessary

Monday - Thursday
5:30pm - 7:00pm

Saturday
9:00am - Noon

Regular Clinic Hours

By Appointment Only

M - Th 8:00 - 5:00
Fri 8:00 - Noon

"Building a Healthy Community
One Individual at a Time."

Elizabeth Sherrock, MD

M. Ryan Vaclaw, MD

William Davito, DO

Donald Simmons, MD

Se Habla Español 918-331-9979www.primarycareassociatesbartlesville.com

Mark Erhardt, DO

Daniel Holdman, MD

Janice Shippy APRN, DNP

Thank you, 
Bartlesville
Looking Ahead...

Oktoberfest 2019 • October 5

PHOTOS BY CRAIG’S PHOTOGRAPHY

for our 35th Festival Anniversary! 

Christkindl Market 2019 • December 14

Airplane & Rocket 
Launch 
10 AM; Bartlesville Public 
Library 
Participants will create paper 
airplanes and straw rockets, 
with the help of detailed 
instructions and patterns, 
before launching them off of 
the library’s 2nd-story 
walkway! 

Sci-Fi Dioramas (Teens) 
2 PM; Bartlesville Public 
Library 
Create a shoebox diorama 
based on your favorite Sci-Fi 
book, movie, or character! 
Miscellaneous supplies will be 
provided but you’re also 
welcome to bring your own. 
 

Monthly Lego Club 
10:30 AM; Bartlesville Public 
Library 
 

Once Upon a Time 
Dance Camp 
5:30 PM; Stage Art Dance 
Your child will dance, enjoy 
arts and crafts, play themed 
games, as well as learn the 
basics of ballet and tumbling. 
A mini performance will be 
presented on the last day. 
Designed for ages 3 - 7. July 
15-18. Cost is $55. Enroll 
online or call 918-333-7270. 

Kingdom Seekers VBS 
9 AM; Grace Community 
Church 
July 15-19. 
 

Space STEAM Projects 
10 AM; Bartlesville Public 
Library 
BPL will roll out the Stem & 
Maker Carts, full of materials 
for participants to use in 
making Galaxy Jars, Gravity 
Art, and Sunray Catcher 
Bracelets. There will also be a 
special challenge to build a 
spaceship prototype and see 
which design flies the highest. 
 

Chi Alpha Youth Foam 
Party & Outdoor Movie 
6 PM; First Wesleyan Church 
For youth grades 6-12. 
 

Sci-Fi Game Demo for 
Teens 
4 PM; Bartlesville Public 
Library 
Paper Games will be hosting a 
Sci-Fi Game Day for teens at 
the Bartlesville Public Library! 
They will be teaching and 
playing the following games: -
Eminent Domain -Forbidden 
Sky -Star Realms. Join us and 
learn some new sci-fi themed 
games. 
 

Vacation Bible School 
9 AM; Matoaka Baptist 
Church 
July 22-26 
 

Vacation Bible School 
9:30 AM; First Presbyterian 
Church 
Come join us for VBS this July 
22-26. All kids entering 
Kindergarten through 5th 
grade are welcome! Middle 
school and High School kids 
are welcome to attend as 
helpers. Visit our home page 
at fpcbok.org to register to 
attend or to volunteer. 
 

Chi Alpha Youth Nerf 
War 
6 PM; First Wesleyan Church 
For youth grades 6-12. 
 

Summer Reading  
Program Pool Party 
6:30 PM; Frontier Pool 
All Ages! Celebrate achieving 
your reading goals this 
summer by attending the 
Grand Finale Event of the 
2019 Summer Reading 
Program, "A Universe of 
Stories!"
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JUST FOR KIDS

Boredom is Essential
Having Nothing to Do Can Stimulate Kids’ Imaginations
by Sherry Rackliff

Our society promotes “being busy” as a sign of pro-
ductivity, something that will keep kids out of trouble. It 
has evolved to mean that parents feel they must have a full 
agenda for keeping children occupied or entertained 
throughout the entire summer. And, basically, for their 
entire childhood. 

Researchers have determined that everything that hap-
pens to the brain is for a reason. Too much stimulation can 
have negative effects. But what about boredom? Studies 
into the phenomena of boredom suggests that children par-
ticularly need to experience boredom as their way to train 
the brain to deal productively with boredom as an adult.  

In 1993, psychoanalyst Adam Phillips wrote that “The 
“capacity to be bored can be a developmental achievement 
for the child.” Boredom is a chance to contemplate life, 
rather than rushing through it, he said in his book “On Kiss-
ing, Tickling, and Being Bored: Psychoanalytic Essays on the 
Unexamined Life.” It is one of the most oppressive demands 
of adults that the child should be interested, rather than take 
time to find what interests him.” 

When bored, children develop their creativity skills. They 
will find creative ways to play. They will make up games with 
random objects, invent stories, or create imaginary friends 
and pets. These are all ways to stretch their imagination. 
Imagination is a critical step toward invention and innovation. 
Adults need an imagination to create new possibilities for our 
world. Our world needs people that can imagine the seem-
ingly impossible. 

Two of my nephews, ages seven and eight were 
“pushed” outside to play when they started to play rough 
inside. When checking on them, they had found the wheel 
barrow and were taking turns pushing each other up and 
down the driveway, while strategizing on how to go faster 
and keep it balanced.  

Children that have an imagination no longer need people 
around them to constantly entertain them. They can engage 
with their own thoughts and be more independent and pro-
ductive. For some children, being bored may be the impetus 
to seek out other children for stimulation. They may find that 
their little brother is a lot more appealing as a playmate. For 
others, it may lead them to invent a new game or to get lost 
in the adventure of a book. And still others, it may play a role 
in helping them to bring peace and calmness into their world.  

Ultimately, children that have the opportunity to experi-
ence boredom — for the world to become quiet enough that 
they can hear themselves — will find stimulation in their own 
interests. They might try their hand at baking cookies, they 
might find new books that interest them, they may build with 
random materials, or they might practice their pitching. It will 
be what they enjoy doing. Developing their own interests will 
eventually help them to find meaning in their lives.  

We do nothing not nearly enough. Experiencing boredom 
and having some time to reflect on one’s experiences, likes, 
and dislikes helps you to know yourself and feel more confi-
dent in your abilities, your purpose, and your relationship 
with others. In this rapidly moving world, this is ever more 
true for our children. 

In our busy, scheduled way of life, there is something to 
be said for letting your kids experience a bit of unscheduled 
time — even some pure and simple boredom.   
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Mon, Jul 1 

10 AM 

Elder Care Open House Tour 
Elder Care 

1223 Swan Dr. 

Woolaroc Animal Barn & Mountain 
Man Camp Open for the Season 
Woolaroc Museum & Wildlife Preserve 

1925 Woolaroc Ranch Road 

1 PM 

Watercolor & Acrylic Painting 
Classes for Kids 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S Dewey Ave. 

Class is held every Monday-Thursday, 1-
8:30 p.m. & taught by Ashley Droigk 

Wed, Jul 3 

1 PM 

60th Annual Glen Winget Memorial 
Baseball Tournament 
Bill Doenges Memorial Stadium 

198 N Dewey Ave. 

The 60th annual Glen Winget Memorial 
Baseball Tournament runs from July 3-6 
at Bartlesville’s Bill Doenges Memorial 
Stadium continuing a popular Independ-
ence Day tradition. Hosted every Fourth 
of July Weekend at Bill Doenges Memo-
rial Stadium in Bartlesville, Oklahoma. 
Features teams from Oklahoma, Kansas, 
Arkansas & Missouri. For game times 
find Glen Winget Memorial on  Facebook. 

7:30 PM 

Songbox 
Tinker’s GlassHouse 

600 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

Music + Bingo. Free to play! Win prizes! 
 
 

Thu, Jul 4 

1 PM 

60th Annual Glen Winget Memorial 
Baseball Tournament 
Bill Doenges Memorial Stadium 

198 N Dewey Ave. 

See July 3 event for info. 

1:30 PM 

Nutrition & Herb Study Group 
Hopestone Cancer Support Center 

206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

Study the uses, medical & everyday, of 
different herbs & good nutritional prac-
tices. 

2 PM 

Nowata 4th of July Celebration 
Jack Gordon Park 

425 S. Cedar St. 
The Nowata 4th of July Celebration is a 
family fun event that includes turtle races, 
food, a water spout, a watermelon feed, 
silent auction, games, entertainment and 
more. Stick around for the live music 
show, ending with a fireworks display. 
Bring your lawn chairs and prepare for 
this celebration. Purchase a pulled pork 
sandwich, hot dog or a cup of home-
made ice cream and secure your spot for 
one of the best fireworks shows around. 
 

4 PM 

4th of July Celebration & Dewey 
Duck Derby 
Downtown Dewey 

Don Tyler Park 

Dewey's 4th of July in the park with a live 
band, food vendor, Dewey Duck Derby 
(rubber duck race), & fireworks at dark. 
For more info www.cityofdewey.com. 

6 PM 

2019 Bartlesville Freedom Fest 
Downtown Bartlesville 

2nd & Johnstone Ave. 

Bartlesville Freedom Fest is a free family-
friendly Fourth of July event with kids 
games and inflatables, patriotic kids 
parade, live entertainment and food for 
every taste. Freedom Fest is held in 
downtown Bartlesville starting at 6pm 
and ends with a fireworks display at 9:45. 
Come on out and enjoy the 4th of July! 

Fri, Jul 5 

1 PM 

60th Annual Glen Winget Memorial 
Baseball Tournament 
Bill Doenges Memorial Stadium 

198 N Dewey Ave. 

See July 3 event for info. 

7 PM 

Bartlesville Film Society Movie 
Night - Ferris Bueller’s Day Off 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave, Dewey. 

9 PM 

Live Music 
Solo Club 

408 E 2nd St. 

Live Music 
Osage Casino Bartlesville 

222 Allen Rd. 

Sat, Jul 6 

8 AM 

Bartlesville Farmer’s Market 
Frank Phillips Park 

Every Saturday through October. 

10 AM 

Bartlesville Artisan Market 
Washington Park Mall 

2350 SE Washington Blvd., Ste. 218 

Held every Saturday from 10 a.m. until 4 
p.m. at Washington Park Mall. 

1 PM 

60th Annual Glen Winget Memorial 
Baseball Tournament 
Bill Doenges Memorial Stadium 

198 N Dewey Ave. 

See July 3 event for info. 

7 PM 

Karaoke 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave, Dewey. 

8 PM 

Live Music 
Price Tower Copper Bar 

510 S Dewey Ave. 

8:30 PM 

Trivia Night 
Tinker’s GlassHouse 

600 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

JULY EVENTS CALENDAR 
Know of an upcoming event you would like to see on our calendar? Visit us at www.bartlesvillemonthly.com to submit a free listing!
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Sun, Jul 7 

3 PM 

Life Drawing with Model 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S Dewey Ave. 

Tue, Jul 9 

5:30 PM 

Women’s Cancer Support Group  
Hopestone Cancer Support Center 

206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

6:30 PM 

Frank Phillips Home Music on the 
Grounds 
Frank Phillips Home 

1107 SE Cherokee Ave. 

Enjoy live music on the lawn of the Frank 
Phillips Home, presented by Truity Credit 
Union! Music will be provided by The 
Rivercross Ramblers, playing a wide vari-
ety of music with both covers and 
originals. Pack a picnic, games, and your 
lawn chairs for this free family event! 
Food trucks will be available and pro-
vided by DJ's Southern Snow and Prairie 
Fire Grille & Catering Mobile Restaurant.  

Wed, Jul 10 

12 PM 

Ben Johnson, the Man, the Legend 
& Bartlesville Program 
Bartlesville Area History Museum 

401 S. Johnstone Ave., 5th Floor 

Betty Keim, museum education coordi-
nator, will present a program on the life of 
Ben Johnson, his legend, and early life 
connected to Bartlesville & Washington 
County. 

7:30 PM 

Songbox 
Tinker’s GlassHouse 

600 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

See July 3 event for info. 

Thu, Jul 11 

6 PM 

ADPA Parkinson’s Caregivers 
Support Group Meeting 
JPMC Lower Level Classroom 

3500 E Frank Phillips Blvd. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30 PM 

Pastel Portraits with Kerri Hicks 
Fleming 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S Dewey Ave. 

Learn to paint portraits using soft pastels. 
Step by step instructions. This is a four 
week class focused on completing one 
Pastel portrait painting from a photo-
graph. Take your time learning this 
amazing art medium, layering with differ-
ent mark making techniques to create a 
beautiful painting. Beginners through 
advanced. Cost is $120 for the class.  

7 PM 

Children’s Musical Theatre  
Production of Oklahoma! 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd. 

Rodger’s and Hammerstein’s Oklahoma! 
is celebrating its 75th anniversary and 
Children’s Musical Theatre will be bring-
ing this classic musical to life on stage. 
Tickets start at $14 and can be pur-
chased at the box office or online at 
www.bartlesvillecommunitycenter.com. 

Movie Night with the Stray Kats 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave, Dewey. 

Fri, Jul 12 

1 PM 

Half-Day Watercolor Workshop 
with Jim Buchan 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S Dewey Ave. 

The class costs $10 and will be held from 
1-5 p.m. 

7 PM 

Children’s Musical Theatre  
Production of Oklahoma! 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd. 

See July 11 event for info. 

9 PM 

Live Music 
Solo Club 

408 E 2nd St. 

 

 

Live Music 
Osage Casino Bartlesville 

222 Allen Rd. 

Sat, Jul 13 

10 AM 

Pride Picnic 
Johnstone Park 

Hensley & Cherokee 

Hosted by Oklahoman’s for Equality - 
Bartlesville, the Pride Picnic will offer a 
Kids Zone sponsored by Safari Smiles, A 
cornhole tournament with prizes and 
other games, and free hotdogs courtesy 
of Truity, the ConocoPhillips LGBTA Net-
work, and Pride66. 

1 PM 

Pastel Painting on the Weekend 
with Kerri Hicks Fleming 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S Dewey Ave. 

This is a four week class focused on 
completing one Pastel painting. Take 
your time learning this amazing art 
medium, layering with different mark 
making techniques to create a beautiful 
painting. A still life will be provided, or 
you can bring a photo of your choice to 
work from. For adults, beginners through 
advanced. Cost is $142 for the class. 

3 PM 

Children’s Musical Theatre  
Production of Oklahoma! 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd. 

See July 11 event for info. 

7 PM 

Open Mic Comedy Night 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave, Dewey. 

8 PM 

Live Music 
Price Tower Copper Bar 

510 S Dewey Ave. 

Sun, Jul 14 

3 PM 

Children’s Musical Theatre  
Production of Oklahoma! 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd. 

See July 11 event for info. 
 
 
 
 
 

Tue, Jul 16 

10 AM 

Camp Woolaroc, An Adventure in 
Learning (Ages 6-8) 
Woolaroc Museum & Wildlife Preserve 

1925 Woolaroc Ranch Rd. 

Three days of adventure and learning for 
children ages 6-8. The registration fee is 
$75.00 per camper. Members of 
Woolaroc attend for $60.00 per camper. 
Medical authorization & registrations 
forms must be filled out online at 
www.woolaroc.org. Call 918-336-0307 
Ext. 10 or 11 for availability for more info. 

1 PM 

Bartlesville Area History Museum 
Summer History Camp 
Bartlesville Area History Museum 

401 S Johnstone Ave., 5th Floor 

The camp is free to students who have 
completed grades 2-6. It will be about 
1950s America and how history changed 
our nation, Rock and roll, space travel, 
civil rights, the birth of Disneyland, hula-
hoops and poodle skirts— just to 
mention a few of the topics to learn 
about. Summer Camp will end with an 
opportunity for all attendees to experi-
ence their own ‘sock-hop.’ The camp will 
be held from 1-3 p.m. 

Wed, Jul 17 

10 AM 

Camp Woolaroc, An Adventure in 
Learning (Ages 6-8) 
Woolaroc Museum & Wildlife Preserve 

1925 Woolaroc Ranch Rd. 

See July 16 event for info. 

1 PM 

Bartlesville Area History Museum 
Summer History Camp 
Bartlesville Area History Museum 

401 S Johnstone Ave., 5th Floor 

See July 16 for event info. 

7:30 PM 

Songbox 
Tinker’s GlassHouse 

600 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

Music + Bingo. Free to play! Win prizes! 

EVENTS CALENDAR

We Care Every Day, 
In Every Way®

Bathing Assistance
Dressing Assistance
Grooming
Assistance with Walking

Medication Reminders
Errands
Shopping
Light Housekeeping

Meal Preparation
Friendly Companionship
Flexible Hourly Care
Respite Care for Families 

VisitingAngels.com
 Each Visiting Angels agency is independently owned and operated. 

Tulsa Metro: 918-609-5600 | Bartlesville: 918-333-7400
Mention this ad for  
$25 off your initial  

assessment fee of $75
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EVENTS CALENDAR
Thu, Jul 18 

10 AM 

Camp Woolaroc, An Adventure in 
Learning (Ages 6-8) 
Woolaroc Museum & Wildlife Preserve 

1925 Woolaroc Ranch Rd. 

See July 16 event for info. 

1 PM 

Bartlesville Area History Museum 
Summer History Camp 
Bartlesville Area History Museum 

401 S Johnstone Ave., 5th Floor 

See July 16 for event info. 

1:30 PM 

Nutrition & Herb Study Group 
Hopestone Cancer Support Center 

206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

See July 4 for event info. 

5 PM 

Parkinson’s Support Group 
Elder Care 

1223 Swan Dr. 

6:30 PM 

Music with Steve Sutherland 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave, Dewey. 

Fri, Jul 19 

7 PM 

Family Movie Night 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave, Dewey. 

9 PM 

Live Music 
Solo Club 

408 E 2nd St. 

Live Music 
Osage Casino Bartlesville 

222 Allen Rd. 

Sat, Jul 20 

8 PM 

Live Music 
Price Tower Copper Bar 

510 S Dewey Ave. 

Signal 29 in Concert 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave, Dewey. 

8:30 PM 

Trivia Night 
Tinker’s GlassHouse 

600 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

Karaoke 
Painted Horse Bar & Grille 

110 SW Frank Phillips Blvd. 

Sun, Jul 21 

1 PM 

Free Family Funday 
Price Tower  

510 S Dewey Ave. 

Free admission and feature-themed 
crafts highlight the current exhibition or 
the season. 

Tue, Jul 23 

10 AM 

Camp Woolaroc, An Adventure in 
Learning (Ages 9-11) 
Woolaroc Museum & Wildlife Preserve 

1925 Woolaroc Ranch Rd. 

Three days of adventure and learning for 
children ages 9-11. The registration fee is 
$75.00 per camper. Members of 
Woolaroc attend for $60.00 per camper. 
Medical authorization & registrations 
forms must be filled out online at 
www.woolaroc.org. Call 918-336-0307 
Ext. 10 or 11 for availability for more info. 

5:30 PM 

Women’s Cancer Support Group  
Hopestone Cancer Support Center 

206 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

Wed, Jul 24 

9 AM 

Painting Realistic Skies and Trees 
Workshop with Cristine Sundquist 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S Dewey Ave. 

The first day focus on painting believable 
clouds, sunsets/sunrises and the color 
factors that lend to the realism. Second 
day we will focus on several different 
types of trees and their structure. Third 
day we will finish up, and have a group 
discussion/critique of our pieces. The 
class runs until 4 p.m. and costs $220.  

10 AM 

Camp Woolaroc, An Adventure in 
Learning (Ages 9-11) 
Woolaroc Museum & Wildlife Preserve 

1925 Woolaroc Ranch Rd. 

See July 23 event for info. 

7:30 PM 

Songbox 
Tinker’s GlassHouse 

600 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

See July 3 event for info. 

Thu, Jul 25 

9 AM 

Painting Realistic Skies and Trees 
Workshop with Cristine Sundquist 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S Dewey Ave. 

See July 24 event for info. 

10 AM 

Camp Woolaroc, An Adventure in 
Learning (Ages 9-11) 
Woolaroc Museum & Wildlife Preserve 

1925 Woolaroc Ranch Rd. 

See July 23 event for info. 

5:30 PM 

Golden Hour 
Elder Care 

1223 Swan Dr. 

Free social evening with live entertain-
ment, food, and giveaways. The event is 
open to anyone in the community over 
the age of 60. No RSVP is required. 

7 PM 

Karaoke 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave, Dewey. 

Fri, Jul 26 

9 AM 

Painting Realistic Skies and Trees 
Workshop with Cristine Sundquist 
Price Tower Arts Center 

510 S Dewey Ave. 

See July 24 event for info. 

7 PM 

Murder Mystery Dinner Theatre 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave, Dewey. 

 

 

 

 

 

9 PM 

Summer Sunset Movie Showing of 
“The Goonies” 
Outside Price Tower 

510 S Dewey Ave. 

The Bartlesville Film Society and the 
Price Tower Arts Center are excited to 
present this year's Summer Sunset 
Movies. We will be showing a FREE 
screening of Richard Donner's 1985 "The 
Goonies" outside under the stars at the 
Price Tower beginning at dusk. Bring 
lawn chairs, blankets, and families.  

Live Music 
Solo Club 

408 E 2nd St. 

Live Music 
Osage Casino Bartlesville 

222 Allen Rd. 

Sat, Jul 27 

TBA 

Murder Mystery Matinee 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave, Dewey. 

7 PM 

Distinguished Young Women of 
Oklahoma Scholarship Program 
Bartlesville Community Center 

300 SE Adams Blvd. 

DYW is a scholarship program for high 
school senior girls from across the entire 
United States to display their talents, fit-
ness, scholastics & more for college 
scholarships.  

Poetry Night with Morris McCorvey 
Heritage Theatre - Gizzy’s Eatery 

306 E Don Tyler Ave, Dewey. 

8:30 PM 

Trivia Night 
Tinker’s GlassHouse 

600 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

Karaoke 
Painted Horse Bar & Grille 

110 SW Frank Phillips Blvd. 

Wed, Jul 31 

7:30 PM 

Songbox 
Tinker’s GlassHouse 

600 SE Frank Phillips Blvd. 

Music + Bingo. Free to play! Win prizes!

Matt Spence, Agent

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

124 SW Frank Phillips Blvd  
Bartlesville, OK 74003-6607

Office: 918-336-3333 
Cell: 918-338-9350 
Fax: 918-336-9829 

 

matt.spence.wpdz@statefarm.com 
mattistheagent.com
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MONDAY 

9 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

10 AM 

Citizenship Class 
Bartlesville Public Library 

4:30 PM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

5 PM 

Vinyasa Yoga 
2nd Street Flat 

5:30 PM 

Spanish Class 
Bartlesville Public Library 

TUESDAY 

8 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

9:30 AM 

Gentle Yoga & Meditation 
Bliss Studio 

10 AM 

Fine Art Class 
BAA Price Tower Design Center 

Caregiver Support Group 
Elder Care 

6 PM 

Prana Vinyasa Flow Yoga 
Hillcrest Country Club 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

7 PM 

Tuesday Trivia 
Painted Horse Bar & Grill 

Darts 
Solo Club 

WEDNESDAY 

9 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

9 AM 

Tapestry Weaving Class 
Price Tower Design Center 

10 AM 

Babies & Toddlers Storytime 
Bartlesville Public Library 

11 AM 

Preschooler Storytime 
Bartlesville Public Library 

1 PM 

Open Studio 
Price Tower Design Center 

4:30 PM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

6 PM 

REFIT 
Bartlesville Public Library 

Vinyasa Yoga 
2nd Street Flat 

Citizenship Class 
Bartlesville Public Library 

THURSDAY 

8 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

9:30 AM 

Prana Vinyasa Flow Yoga 
Bartlesville Civic Ballet Studio 

Gentle Yoga & Meditation 
Bliss Studio 

10 AM 

Babies & Toddlers Storytime 
Bartlesville Public Library 

ESL Conversion Class 
Bartlesville Public Library 

WW Wellness Workshop 
Bartlesville Community Center 

11 AM 

Preschooler Storytime 
Bartlesville Public Library 

1 PM 

All-Ages Storytime 
Bartlesville Public Library 

Beginning Watercolor Art Class 
Price Tower Design Center 

5:30 PM 

WW Wellness Workshop 
Bartlesville Community Center 

6 PM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

7 PM 

Nightshift Karaoke 
Osage Casino 

9 PM 

Angelo’s Karaoke (21+) 
Angelo’s Tavern 

FRIDAY 

5:30 AM 

Power Yoga & Meditation 
Bliss Studio 

9 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

10 AM 

Fine Art Class 
Price Tower Design Center 

11 AM 

Power Yoga & Meditation 
Bliss Studio 

12 PM 

Eat Healthy, Be Active 
Bartlesville Public Library 

9 PM 
Live Music 
Solo Club 

9 PM 
Live Music 
Osage Casino 

SATURDAY 

8 AM 

Bartlesville Farmers Market 
Frank Phillips Park 

8:30 AM 

Flow Class 
Bliss Studio 

10 AM 

Bartlesville Artisan Market 
Washington Park Mall 

WCSPCA Adoption Event 
Petco 

Gentle Yoga & Meditation 
Bliss Studio 

7 PM 

Gentle Stretch Yoga 
2nd Street Flat 

SUNDAY 

7 PM 

Gentle Stretch Yoga 
2nd Street Flat

RECURRING 
E V E N T S

2nd Street Flat 
118 A W. 2nd St.

Angelo’s Tavern 
130 S. Cherokee Ave.

Bartlesville Art Association 
Price Tower Design Center 
500 S. Dewey Ave.

Bartlesville Artisan Market 
Washington Park Mall 
2350 SE Washington Blvd.

Bartlesville Public Library 
600 S. Johnstone Ave.

Bliss Studio 
319 S. Dewey Ave.

Elder Care 
1223 Swan Dr.

Osage Casino 
222 Allen Road

Painted Horse Bar & Grille 
110 SW Frank Phillips Blvd.

Solo Club 
408 E. 2nd St.

Bartlesville Weight Watchers 
Bartlesville Community Center 
300 SE Adams Blvd.

Bartlesville Yoga 
MON/THURS: Bartlesville 
Civic Ballet Studio, 110 W. 2nd 
TUES: Hillcrest Country Club, 
1901 Price Road

Upper Room Noon  
Worship Service 
Johnstone/Sare Bldg. - 3rd Floor

EVENTS CALENDAR
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DINING GUIDE

PAINTED HORSE BAR & GRILLE 
COFFEE BAR: MON-FRI 9AM-9PM, SAT 10:30AM-9PM 

KITCHEN: MON-FRI 10:30AM-9PM 
* LIMITED MENU AVAILABLE FRI & SAT 9-10 PM 

BAR HOURS 
MON - THU 10:30 AM - 10 PM 

FRI & SAT 10:30 AM - MIDNIGHT 
110 SW FRANK PHILLIPS BLVD. 

918-333-1100 • PAINTED-HORSE.COM 
Painted Horse Bar & Grill, together with Wolf Creek Ranch  

owners, Mark and Kelly Spencer, are proud to offer our locally 
raised, guaranteed all natural Angus beef products. 

WEEZE’S CAFE 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 6 AM - 1:30 PM 

SATURDAY 6:30 AM - 11:30 AM • SUNDAY 6:30 AM - 1 PM 

328 S DEWEY AVE 

918-337-0881 
WWW.WEEZESCAFE.COM 

It’s a great place to start your day!  
Voted one of the 10 restaurants in Bartlesville.  

We offer an All-American menu from biscuits and gravy to 
homemade chicken and noodles. We cater small to large groups.  

Serving the Bartlesville area since 1995.

by Keith McPhail

Happy July, Bartlesville! This month marked by back-
yard barbecues, lakeside lunches and campfire cookouts, 
treat yourself to some summertime R & R and let someone 
else do the cooking! Our little city is fortunate to have so 
many great options when it comes to eating out. So let 
freedom ring your appetite and enjoy this sweet land of 
liberty in every edible way.

Yum!

RIB CRIB 
SUNDAY - SATURDAY 11 AM - 10 PM 

2077 SE WASHINGTON BLVD. 

918-333-6200 
WWW.RIBCRIB.COM 

All You Can Eat Ribs every Tuesday from 4-close  

We offer fundraising for organizations.  

We can cater 10-10,000 people. 
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DINING GUIDE

Wood fire grilled chicken, fish, beef, and vegetables. 
Smoked meats and bread baked in-house daily. 
6,000 square feet and two full-service bars. 

Upstairs event room and private meeting room.

600 E Frank Phillips Blvd, Bartlesville, OK 74003

 Monday - Saturday,  11am 918.214.8054
SHORTIES 

MONDAY - FRIDAY 11 AM - 2 PM 
FRIDAY EVENINGS 5 PM - 8 PM 

NEW LOCATION 

DOWNTOWN BARTLESVILLE  
(IN THE ALLEY BEHIND PHAT TIRE) 

Text or Call in Your Order To Go 
918-331-6868 

FACEBOOK: @SHORTIES.GRILLE
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LET YOUR BUSINESS 
A PART 
OF THE MOST READ

MAGAZINE
IN BARTLESVILLE.

Call Christy or Keith McPhail today  
for advertising opportunities.

918-214-4968 
keith@bartlesvillemonthly.com
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A
We are excited to announce

CHRIS LAVERS, PA-C  SINCE 2001
Aesthetic Dermatology specializing in Botox,  

Dermal fillers, Lip Augmentation,   
Kybella for submental fat removal.  

Trained extensively under one of the top injectors in 
the country, Larry Blevins, PA of Village Institute Of 

Plastic Surgery in Lady Lake, Florida.

WATCH FOR SCHEDULING INFORMATION AT: 
GAP MEDICAL CLINIC 

5120 E. Frank Phillips Blvd 
Bartlesville 
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• PRIVATE SECURITY 

• PRIVATE INVESTIGATIONS 

• PROCESS SERVICES 

• BACKGROUND CHECKS 

• MISSING PERSONS &  

SKIP TRACING 

• NOTARY SERVICES

Security & Professionalism Guaranteed 
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

USMC Woman  
Veteran Owned Business 

517 Castle Road 
Bartlesville, OK 74006 

Charlia Mooney, Owner 
charliamooney@oksecprof.com

918-440-8802

            BARTLESVILLE 

Each office is independently owned and operated

BARBARA HOPPER

Celebrating 
40 Years 

in the 
Business

B R O K E R  /  O F F I C E R  
918-335-7202 

barbhopper.com 
ABR, CRS, GRI

GET LISTED. GET SOLD. GET MOVING.



JULY 2019 | b Monthly     43

FAMILY LEGACY

100 years ago, a young, aggres-
sive, 36-year-old man had a vision. 
Having already started a major oil 
company that was having great suc-
cess, Frank Phillips decided 
Bartlesville was going to be his per-
manent home. He purchased 
property that was located so far 
south of what was then downtown 
Bartlesville that it was considered 
country. On that large piece of 
ground emerged an architectural 
masterpiece, a 23-room mansion 
that stands today with the same 
beauty it displayed so many years 
ago. Some people call it the “Queen 
of Cherokee,” while others refer to it 
as “Frank’s Home.”  One thing is cer-
tain: By choosing that location and 
building his home there, Frank 
Phillips was sending a message to 
the people in Bartlesville — and  to 
those around the state and to the 
national business world — that 
Bartlesville, Oklahoma was indeed 

“home” to Frank and Jane Phillips.   

Providing a sense of stability and 
roots to a growing community in 
1909 was important. Only two years 
after statehood, and during a time 
when businesses were opening and 
closing almost daily, building this 
home encouraged others to follow 
suit. Frank wisely encouraged other 

“newly rich” to build their homes in 
his neighborhood by selling them 
choice parcels. Soon, executive 
homes were being built up and 
down Cherokee. Because of this, 
by 1915 Bartlesville was a commu-
nity on solid footing and developing 
a true identity of being something 
very special. 

 From 1915 to 1950, Bartlesville 
was Frank’s town — and he took that 

role seriously.  He 
grew his company, 
encouraged com-
merce, hosted an 
annual circus for the 
children in the com-
munity, and very 
quietly during the 
Depression years 
paid off the mort-
gages of the 
churches in town. A 
steel-nerved businessman with a 
gambler’s courage, he also had a 
tender heart for this community and 
sought to help it any way he could. 

Jane Phillips died in 1948 and 
Frank’s granddaughter, Betty, moved 
in to help her grandfather. Upon 
Frank’s death in 1950, the majestic 
home was left to Betty and her family. 
They lived there until the early 1970s, 
when they deeded the home to the 
State of Oklahoma. The Oklahoma 
Historical Society managed the 
property for 47 years, until The Frank 
Phillips Foundation took over owner-

ship and management in January, of 
2018. “We love having the opportu-
nity to be a part of the next 100 years 
with this national treasure,” said 
Frank Phillips Foundation CEO Bob 
Fraser. “We know there is a lot of his-
tory to preserve and share with 
future generations. This home is not 
only a piece of Bartlesville history, 
but part of our national fiber, and we 
take that responsibility very seriously.” 

The Frank Phillips Home is listed 
on the National Register of Historic 
Places in Washington, D.C., and is 
open for tours Wednesday through 
Saturday, from 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

The Queen of Cherokee 100 years
Phillips’ Home in Bartlesville Provided Sense of Stability
by Bob Fraser



44     b Monthly | JULY 2019

PARTNER WITH PERSPECTIVE ADVISORS, LLC  
to provide full  service solutions for all  your financial needs. Our experienced 

team of financial professionals first l isten then provide guidance, wisdom and 

practical solutions for your personal and business needs. Plan with Perspective.  

(918) 2 14-8858

Investment Advisor y ser vices are offered through Perspective Advisors LLC, an Oklahoma Registered Investment Advisor.



A Proper Perspective
Financial Advisor Firm Keeps Clients’ Needs First
by Maria Gus

It may have all started on a softball field.  

While volunteering at a youth softball game, Nathan Barham told 
Matt Rovenstine he should consider a career in financial planning. 
Rovenstine was surprised. He did not see himself as someone that 
could push investments or do the “hard sell.” He had an idea about 
what it meant to be a financial advisor — and it wasn’t a role he saw 
himself playing. 

But Barham explained, “He had the wrong idea, this job is 
really about taking care of people, and Matt excels at taking care 
of people.” Barham convinced Rovenstine that financial planning 
was about relationship building, and he thought Rovenstine was 
a natural. 

Today, Barham and Rovenstine, along with partner Marshall 
Fraser, have joined together to create a firm, Perspective Advisors, 
where customer service comes first and client relationships are 
paramount to the success of the firm. The staff also includes client 
solutions manager Emerald Pitman, and chief financial officer 
Kelsey Grissom, key players in ensuring that customer expecta-
tions are exceeded.  

Financial planning can sometimes be an overwhelming prospect. 
No matter where someone finds themselves, looking at income, 
wondering how much to save, and planning for the unexpected can 
be a daunting task. Instead of seeking help, many push off the deci-
sion, or perhaps they do only the very minimum, thinking it’s 
something they can get to later.  

“Everyone has a different picture,” said Rovenstine. “Financial 
planning is definitely not one size fits all. We want to ask all the right 
questions and understand the client’s goals.” The team at Perspec-

tive emphasized the desire to adapt to the client’s picture, and not 
the other way around.  

“We want people to benefit from the hundreds of clients we’ve 
served over the years,” said Barham. “The key, really, is the per-
spective we’ve developed through our years of experience.”  

The entire team was eager to share how much they understand 
the different phases of life, and many shared stories of people 
they’ve served. The happy stories and the sad stories have influ-
enced them deeply, because of how much they have seen.  

“In this business, you live a thousand lives,” added Rovenstine. 
“You live through other people’s lives because you care about them.” 

The team at Perspective Advisors came together because they 
shared a likeminded vision of placing service to the client above all 
else. That sometimes means they do more than financial planning, 
but each of the staff was genuinely excited to share those moments 
that were a little out of the ordinary. 

“We’ve gotten just as much perspective from our clients as we 
hope to share,” said Barham.  

Perspective Advisors can be found at 1740 SE Washington Blvd. 
Partners Barham, Rovenstine, and Fraser look forward to not only 
serving their clients, but also serving the community. Each individual 
has served the community through various organizations and events, 
and they’re looking forward to doing so collectively. 

“Our clients become family,” said Barham. The entire staff at Per-
spective Advisors echoed this sentiment from their leader, and plan 
to provide a whole different level of service and relationships.  
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MEETING A NEED



D E S I G N E D  F O R

T R I C O U N T Y T EC H . ED U   |   6101  N O WATA  R OA D   |   B A RT L E S V I L L E ,  O K   |   918 . 3 31. 3 3 3 3

Now enrolling for August Classes!

*2018 statistic. Tri County Tech does not discriminate on the basis of religion, race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in its 

programs and activities. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies:

Tara Stevens | Compliance Of昀cer | 6101 Nowata Road, Bartlesville, OK 74006 | 918.331.3248 View our Privacy Policy.

FULL TIME
One to two years

FLEX
Less than a year

FAST TRACK
A few short weeks

HEALTHCARE PROGRAMS INDUSTRY PROGRAMS TECHNOLOGY PROGRAMS

Certified Nurse Aide 
Emergency Medical Technician

Medical Office Coding
Paramedic

Practical Nursing

Automotive Collision Repair
Automotive Service Technology

Applied Welding Technolgy
Construction Technology

Precision Machining Operations
& many more...

Accounting
Adobe Graphic Design

Basic Electronics Technician 
Cisco Certified Networking Associate 

CompTIA A+

Bold Choices. Bold Futures.
No matter your destination, or how you want to get there, we have your back. Our qualified instructors, 

with years of experience, are invested in helping you become the best version of yourself and will 

introduce you to potential employers. In fact, our adult students earned an average of $19* an hour 

after completing a program at Tri County Tech! An easy application process and our in house financial 

assistance program, The Tri County Tech Foundation, will help you take your first steps toward a 

successful career. Pick from a variety of class styles that are catered to working adults just like you.

“Tri County Tech believed in me even when I didn’t believe in myself.” - Katie B., 2019
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FIELDS’ PHILOSOPHY

A Happy Father’s Day text came from my daughter about  
2 p.m. on Father’s Day. The message said, “GOOD MORN-
ING (well afternoon, I just got service).” I responded by 
saying, “Oh, thank you, I am kinda jealous that you haven’t 
had service.” I was jealous because I knew Jordan had been 

“off the grid,” hiking a mountain in Alberta, Canada. For most 
of us that would be a big deal, but not for Jordan. Hiking a 
mountain, kayaking in Asia, or scuba diving in Belize is a 
common occurrence for her.   

Jordan doesn’t mind going off the grid.  For her, “no sig-
nal” or “no wifi” is welcomed. It is not that she is 
anti-technology. If she is not hiking, she is teaching English 
as a second language to Chinese children. She teaches 
online, and can do so virtually anywhere in the world. So her 
livelihood is dependent upon a wifi connection. Yet, she has 
trained herself not to be tethered to her phone 24/7. 

Recently, I have thought quite a bit about technology and 
how it impacts our lives. We all have phones that have 
incredible capabilities. Some folks have “Alexa” in their 
homes to help them manage their households, answer their 
questions, turn on the lights, and entertain. We all want the 
latest and greatest, yet so many of us seek to disconnect or 
go off the grid. 

I was recently reading Conde’ Nast Travel magazine and 
came across an article that began by stating “Trailblazing 
outfits are pushing people’s limits with dramatic six-month, 
$265K expeditions, dropping clients into no man’s land on a 
quest for self-discovery and inner recalibration.” I can’t 
believe people are willing to drop that kind of money to get 

off the grid. But, it is not just the ultra-wealthy, super busy 
people that are seeking to disconnect. 

Earlier this month, Frontier Communications launched a 
“flip phone challenge.” With its “Flip Phone Challenge,” Fron-
tier will give $1,000 to one winner who can bravely give up 
their smartphone for one week and use a flip phone instead. 
Frontier received 30,000 applications.  I doubt that the cash 
prize motivated those people.  I suspect many of them were 
excited about the prospect of being disconnected for a week. 
Now, that challenge may seem simple, but remember a flip 
phone can’t play music, provide directions, store phone 
numbers, and a flip phone has never met Siri.   

The friction between technology making our lives easier 
and stressing us out is real. It seems to be a chicken-egg 
thing. Technology helps us to be more efficient, which should 
give us more time to do other things. However, as hard-
working individuals, we often fill the extra time with more 
stuff. Which, in turn, gets us to a point where we want to 
check out. And for some, that means spending $265K to dis-
cover inner peace. That seems very extreme to me. Even 
switching to a flip phone seems a bit excessive. 

Isn’t it reasonable to think we can have our cake and eat 
it too? Life is about balance and moderation. Perhaps leav-
ing our smartphones in the kitchen when we go to bed is an 
excellent place to start. Or instead of reaching for your 
phone first thing in the morning, reach for your loved one’s 
hand. Those emails, text messages, and Twitter notifications 
can wait. 

Life is About Balance & Moderation
by Lindel Fields



OKM MUSIC FESTIVAL
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OUT & ABOUT



MUSIC ON THE LAWN

STEELWIND AT WOOLAROC 
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Take a Shot
at Better 

Senior Living

Call (918) 335-2086 to schedule a visit.
1025 Swan DriveBartlesville, OK 74006

When it comes to choosing the right senior living 
community, a little smart strategy comes into play. 
Whether you or someone you love is considering 
independent living, assisted living or memory care, 
we hope Green Country Village is on the table. 
With exceptional private residences, welcoming 
neighbors and nearly non-stop activities, it’s the 
place to live, connect, grow.

GreenCountryVillage.com

1025 Swan Drive  •  Bartlesville, OK 74006 Not-For-Pro昀t Organization
9/18

918.333.8225 
1501 SE Bison Rd, 

Bartlesville 

bisontrails-ok.com

Now Leasing: 1, 2, & 3 Bedroom apartments



Bison Trails Offers Luxury
New Phase of Construction Expected to Begin Soon
by Lori Just

In the mid-70s, undeveloped land along Bison Road, between 
Nowata Road and Adams Blvd., was purchased by a long-time 
Bartlesville family, Kenneth Stanley “Boots” Adams. The land-
scape waited over 40 years before it saw a change. 

“My dad bought it because it was available, and got a good 
price,” explained Steve Adams, son and co-owner. “I remember 
cattle grazing on it for a while. It wasn’t until my brother, Gary, was 
the driving force to create it into a brand new luxury community 
now known as Bison Trails Luxury Apartments.” 

In May of 2013, brothers Steve and Gary were introduced to 
Larry Kester, with Architects Collective, and a conversation was 
started about adding Class A apartments to Bartlesville. 

“The city was fantastic to work with to rezone the property and 
launch the project,” Adams added. “Even Larry mentioned that 
Bartlesville was the most positive city management experience 
he’s had when working on an apartment project like this. That’s 
been tremendously helpful.” 

Kester brainstormed what would work great in Bartlesville, and 
it took a few years to work through the process of getting the proj-
ect off the ground. Once they received HUD financing, they 
reached out to American Residential Group, which is a multi-family, 
Tulsa-based developer, and brought Steve Ganzkow in on the 
project. 

“I’ve known Gary and Steve Adams a number of years, as we 
were fraternity brothers,” said Ganzkow, vice chairman. “We 
looked at the project and were originally hesitant, as we hadn’t 
worked in the Bartlesville community before. We weren’t sure if 
the community was ready for the product we wanted to deliver.” 

The Adams’ knew from previous conversations that the com-
munity had a need for luxury apartments on the east side of town.  

Through Gary’s persistence, Ganzkow began the search for a 
general contractor, and the collaboration began. Everyone on the 
project agreed Gary constantly “put the foot on the gas” with this 
project, and didn’t let it slow down. 

“I think it’s been a success, because nothing has been built in 
the Bartlesville area  in quite some time that has the quality and 
the amenities we offer here,” Ganzkow said. “The Bartlesville 
community has needed and asked for this type of community liv-
ing. A lot of people work in Bartlesville, but live and commute to 
other towns such as Tulsa and Owasso. This allows them to live 
in Bartlesville, work in Bartlesville, and save time and money com-
muting. We are bringing families back to Bartlesville that left to go 
live in other communities.”  

Amenities include a resort-style pool, a large grilling area, a 
dog park, gathering places, and a 24-hour fitness center inside 
the clubhouse. 

“We have found that people want a sense of community,” 
Ganzkow added. “We’ve provided opportunities for residents to 
socialize, and it’s very appealing to people of all ages.” 

Phase I of the complex was completed a few months ago, with 
a grand opening in May. There are a total of 158 units on over nine 
acres, with one-bedroom to three-bedroom floorplans ranging 
from 824 to 1376 square feet — some with garages. The interiors 
have nine-foot ceilings, granite countertops, custom cabinets, 
stainless steel appliances, and ceramic tile flooring. 

“Leasing an apartment is a lifestyle choice,” Ganzkow said.  
“We see tenants from all age ranges who enjoy not owning their 
homes and avoiding the headache of home maintenance and 
responsibility. That way, they have more time to focus on work 
obligations or socializing and enjoying life. We also are transitional, 
and can offer short-term lease options as well.” 

So far, the response has been very well-received. Nearly 63% 
of the units have already been pre-leased, and move-in is at the 
end of the month. 

“The momentum we have seen is positive,” Adams said. “We 
are very happy with the turn out.” 

Phase II is set to begin soon, and will add an additional 134 
units on seven acres. To schedule a tour, call Billy Vanzandt or 
Cheyenne Cowett at 918-333-8225 or online at bisontrails-ok.com. 
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LIFESTYLES

George Enterline, Stephanie Walthall, Melissa Adams, Steve Adams, 
and Jay Helm, Chairman, American Residential Group



Songs of Summer
by Jay Webster

Well, it’s official. Summer is here.  

Seasons are like family. You can love them or hate them. You can 
cuss them, live in denial about them, you can even try to move away 
from them; but sooner or later you’re gonna have to face them — like it 
or not. It doesn’t matter how much A.C. you blast in your house, how 
short your shorts are, or how tall your ice tea is; at some point you are 
gonna walk out to your car in an open parking lot and sit on those 
leather seats and discover what rawhide is all about. 

From there, you’re going to turn your car on and flip every dial you 
can find to push your car’s air conditioner into overdrive. Your car will 
reward you for leaving it in the sun to preheat like an oven to 425 
degrees, by breathing out hot air mixed with the fragrance of melted 

asphalt and sulfur, until you’re pretty sure it’s the breath of Satan blow 
drying your face. It’s then you’ll consider your life choices and if maybe 
you should get back to church. First, because they have pretty good A.C. 
But secondly, because heat makes you uncomfortable and maybe an 
eternity of it would ruin your day and your hair. 

As kids, of course we loved summer. Maybe that frontal lobe of your 
brain that recognizes discomfort hadn’t fully developed yet. Think about 
it. As kids, we could literally sleep on the floor and feel fine the next day. 
I sleep on a bed with “technology from NASA,” and it still takes me 10 
minutes to get up in the morning. We used to spend entire days outside 
as kids … in August. We cooled off by drinking water from hoses coiled 
up in the full sun. The first 25 gallons of water were just below boiling, 
with a heat index of “lava.”  
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FUNNY YOU SHOULD ASK



By the way, who came up with “Heat Index?” Don’t tell me it’s 90 
degrees, but “with the heat index it actually feels like 115.” What am I 
supposed to do with that? Can you imagine if they did that in other pro-
fessions? What if you went to the doctor to deliver a baby and they told 
you, “Well, you’re going to deliver an 8 pound baby girl, but with the heat 
index it’s going to feel like a 15 pound baby hippo.” If it feels like 115 
degrees outside, that’s all the information I need. I just want to know 
how close to naked I need to be before I leave the house. 

It seems like as kids, there was always that one song that became 
the song of the summer. Everywhere you’d go, that song would come 
on and everyone would have to sing along. 

One of my earliest memories is a trip my mom and I made in a deep 
blue 1973 Ford Pinto to visit family in Ohio. For nearly every one of those 
1,600 miles there and back, I laid on the mini station wagon foldout 
trunk, seatbelt-less, playing with Star Wars figures on a blanket. (In con-
trast, my daughter will have to be in her car seat until she’s actually able 
to drive the car … and maybe even then.) 

What I really remember about that trip though, was that Electric 
Light Orchestra had released “Don’t Bring Me Down.” The song was 
huge and my mom and I never missed a chance during our transconti-
nental journey to sing it at full volume. It took four minutes and two 
seconds off our trip every time it came on. 

I can remember summer songs as early as four years old. In 1976, 
“Silly Love Songs” by Paul McCartney and Wings took the airwaves by 
storm. I can still remember serenading the outside world, as we drove, 
windows down and stereo up, to Big Hill Lake, Kansas that summer. 

The following year, our song was altogether different. 1977 brought 
a huge summer hit that, living in Coffeyville, Kansas, I couldn’t escape: 
Kenny Roger’s “You Picked a Fine Time To Leave Me, Lucille.” That 
infectious chorus almost made you forget it was a country song. 

By the time I reached high school, summer songs had become a 
kind of sound track for my life. They seemed to envelop the mood or 
personality of those memorable, hot months. 

In 1982, The Go Go’s burst onto the mainstream, appropriately 
enough, with “Vacation.” It felt like the kind of song the Beach Boys 
might release, if they were an all girl band with punk undertones. It’s still 
a great song. 

A couple of years later, thanks mostly to being on the Karate Kid 
soundtrack, Bananarama’s “Cruel Summer” took over. It had a kind of 
harmonious, melancholy quality about it … despite a music machine 
box-like synthesizer sound.  

It made the heat feel harsh and dark, and as a brooding teen, that 
was wonderful. 

From there, my music taste began to wander and expand. My sum-
mer sound track had less to do with what songs were released on the 
radio and more to do with whatever I was listening to ad nauseam. Not 
surprisingly, that also tended to revolve around girls. On one occasion, 
a girlfriend exposed me to the band INXS as well as french kissing. I 
immediately became a fan (of both). 

A year or two later, another girl gave me two cassettes before she 
moved brokenhearted to Houston. One was the Cure’s “Kiss Me, Kiss 
Me, Kiss Me.” The other was Ziggy Marly’s “Conscious People.” Still the 
only reggae album I’ve ever owned. 

From there, my summer became dominated by U2’s Joshua Tree 
album. I fell so deeply in love with the band that I began to buy every-
thing of theirs I could find. By the time I made my own heartbroken 
move to Houston with my family, I was already in love with my future 
wife and about six albums deep into the band’s discography.  When 
Ann-Janette eventually came to visit me, we drove around Houston’s 
rain soaked streets, listening to the bands first album, “Boy,” until we 
eventually missed her flight home. 

Since then, there have been dozens and dozens of summer songs: 
New Radicals’ “The Music in You,” U2’s “Beautiful Day,” Jet’s “Are You 
Gonna Be My Girl,” Outcast’s “Hey Ya,” and on and on. So far, this year’s 
ordained summer song appears to be “Sucker” by the rebooted Jonas 
Brothers — a song that literally sounds like it came from a “How-to-Write-
a-Hit-Song” App. The catchy, soulless song goes down like a bowl of fruit 
loops. It tastes good at first, but then you realize you’re still hungry. 

I really try not to be the guy who’s always pining for the way things 
were “back in my day.” There is still a lot of great music being made. Top 
40 stations just don’t seem to be aware of any of it. 

What is a little sad to me are a few of the side effects of digital music. 
Having every song, by every human, ever written, at your finger tips has 
tremendous possibilities.  The downside, however, is that we miss when 
songs were special, because we didn’t hear them all the time on a con-
tinuous loop. I often find myself bored with music because I’ve heard so 
much, so often.  

The other side effect is even more lamentable though. In the last 10 
years, personal listening devices have exploded and digital outlets have 
expanded to endless numbers, so that audiences have splintered time 
and time again. So many people are listening or watching their own indi-
vidualized playlists, that it feels like we’ve lost much of the collective. 

Growing up, we listened to one car stereo. When “Don’t Bring Me 
Down” came on, my mom and I mis-sang the lyrics — together — 
despite our obvious age difference. (It is, by the way, actually 

“Grooss”… not Bruce … not that it will change the way you sing it.) I miss 
those songs that capture a summer regardless of age. Those are harder 
to come by. 

It’s hard for me to imagine a Drake song coming on in 30 years and 
a stadium singing along. Is someone going to build a broadway musical 
from the Jonas Brother’s catalog of vanilla pop songs? 

See, here we go. You made me go negative. I told myself I wouldn’t 
do that. Instead, I’ll leave you 
with lyrics from my first summer 
song (as far as I can remember): 

You'd think that people 
would have had enough of silly 
love songs 

I look around me and I see 
it isn't so, oh no 

Some people want to fill 
the world with silly love songs 

What's wrong with that? 

Keep singing my friends. 
Remember, your summer’s 
only just begun.
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©2019 OSAGE CASINO. MUST BE 18 TO PARTICIPATE. MUST BE 21 TO PURCHASE OR CONSUME ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES. 
MANAGEMENT RESERVES ALL RIGHTS. IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A GAMBLING PROBLEM, PLEASE CALL 1-800-522-4700.

8 7 7 . 2 4 6 . 8 7 7 7  /  o s a g e c a s i n o . c o m

GRAB YOUR FRIENDS AND HEAD TO OSAGE CASINO – BARTLESVILLE! 
PLAY YOUR FAVORITE GAMES THEN KICK BACK AND RELAX WITH A 
REFRESHING DRINK AND FRESHLY-PREPARED MEAL AT THE NINE18 BAR.

S U N DAY
1 1 A M  –  3 P M

B R U N C H

FRIDAY
5PM –  9PM

SEAFOOD BUFFET

T H U R S DAY
5PM –  9PM

SAT U RDAY
5PM –  9PM

STEAK N IGHT

B U F F E T  H O U R S

L O C A T I O N

Bartlesville

Osage
Casino

ADAMS BLVD.

WOOLAROC

SMOKE SHOP

CR 2145

CR 2706

CR 2145

60

75123

N

CONCERT TICKETS & HOTEL RESERVATIONS
VISIT OSAGECASINO.COM OR CALL 877-246-8777

KENNY LOGGINS
JUNE 15

THE FRAY
JULY 12

TULSA

WIC supports 53% of all infants 
born in the U.S. Someone you 
know may be eligible.

Pregnant and Postpartum Women, Infants and Children up 
to age 5 who receive SoonerCare automatically qualify!  

Participants DO NOT have to be Native American to receive 
benefits! Spread the word! Call 1-800-460-1006 for more 

information. Clinic locations in Pawhuska, Skiatook, Hominy, 
Bartlesville, Tulsa, Sand Springs, Fairfax, and McCord! 

 
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Natural Beef Born and Grazed in Oklahoma

NO 
Hormones

NO 
Antibiotics

Pasture Finished 
No Feed Lots

Now taking reservations for October 2019 

 

delivery of quarter, side or whole.

Custom Cut to 

For information or to reserve:
 kmkcattlecompany.com or call 918-333-7761



Architecturally Wealthy
A Rich History Evident in Pawhuska’s Beautiful Buildings
by Lori Just

As the county seat of Osage County, Pawhuska has a rich 
past of cattle owners, multimillion-dollar oil lease sales, and 
infamous crimes laid across a medley of hills and rolling prairie. 
Osage County currently has 23 listings on the National Register 
of Historic Places. The Pawhuska Downtown Historic District 
was added in August of 1986. 

The Pawhuska Downtown Historic District consists of 101 
buildings and structures constructed from 1906 to 1930. The 
district is composed primarily of two- and three-story brick and 
stone masonry buildings that house retail, service, and banking 
institutions, as well as residential and business rental space. 
The district is roughly bounded by Grandview Ave., E. Eighth 
St., Leahy Ave., and E. Fifth St.  

A common linkage to the buildings in the district is the use 
of brick, mostly supplied by the Pawhuska Vitrified Brick and 
Tile Company, as well as sandstone and yellow Cherokee lime-
stone from local quarries.  

According to the registry, the Pawhuska Downtown Historic 
District is historically significant because of its association with 
the early development of the City of Pawhuska. In 1868, the 
Osage Nation was relocated to the area encompassing present 
day Osage County. In 1872, the Osage Indian Agency was 
established on Bird Creek, near the present location of 
Pawhuska. In April of1897, oil and natural gas were discovered 
in the Osage Nation. The first actual ownership of land in the 
Osage Nation by non-Indians was made possible by the Indian 
Apportion Act of March 3, 1905, which created a town site 
commission. The commission designated five town sites: 
Foraker, Bigheart (Barnsdall), Hominy, Fairfax, and Pawhuska 
as the county seat.  

In January of 1906, an auction of lots in Pawhuska marked 
the beginning of the Pawhuska downtown area. A contributing 
factor in the rapid development for Pawhuska was the comple-
tion of the Midland Valley Railroad, in 1905. The prime 
contributing factor of growth was the infusion of oil lease and 
royalty payments to the Osage. This amounted to millions of 
dollars between 1912 and 1925, causing the Osage Nation to 
be recognized as having the richest people per capita on earth 
in 1923. The huge increase in the amount of money in the local 
economy led to the establishment of a number of business and 
service-oriented entities that created the rich and varied collec-
tion of architecture in the Pawhuska Downtown Historic District. 

“Pawhuska has such a historical aspect to it, even to this 
day,” said Reba Bueno, administrative assistant with the 
Pawhuska Chamber of Commerce. “From Native Americans to 

Cowboys and oil, all of them interacted in historic Downtown 
Pawhuska.  Herbert Hoover even had his wedding breakfast at 
the Blacksmith Shop, which is now our office for the Pawhuska 
Chamber of Commerce!” 

The skyline of Pawhuska dramatically changed with the 
completion of the five story Triangle Building in 1913, the three-
story Whiting Building in 1920, the five-story Duncan Hotel 
addition in 1924, the five-story Citizens National Bank Building, 
and the five-story First National Bank Building circa 1927. 

The erection of new structures halted in the early 1930s due 
to the beginning of the Great Depression, the decline in the 
value of petroleum, and the loss of new oil and gas production 
activity in the general region. Though the sight of the instantly 
wealthy traveling about in extravagant automobiles gradually 
disappeared, one of the major residual effects, an outstanding 
collection architectural resources, remain today as testimony 
to those times, people, and events. 

Pawhuska’s Triangle Building and the Mercantile, then & now.
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POOL CONSTRUCTION 
SERVICE  •  CHEMICALS

WEEKLY POOL MAINTENANCE AVAILABLE 
918.333.4442  •  412 SE WASHINGTON BLVD, BARTLESVILLE, OK 74006

SWIM’N HOLES

swimnholesinc.com

Call now to schedule  
your pool opening!

MOVING LIFE 
FORWARD

4140 SE ADAMS RD (EAST OF THE QUARTERS)

TULSABONEANDJOINT.COM

918.214.8232 BARTLESVILLE

“I suffered a hip fracture after falling on 

ice. Dr. Stroope responded quickly on 

a weekend, exhibited great concern, 

and took his time to answer questions 

and reassure me and my husband. My 

recovery has gone extremely well.”

– Donna Skelly

Celebrating our 13 year anniversary

Take a

From Cleaning
VACATION
Weekly • Bi-weekly • Deep Cleaning 

Carpet • Tile & Grout • Windows

Residential &  
Commercial Cleaning

A Heavenly Touch
Cleaning    Service

We don’t just clean...we care!

aheavenlytouchcleaning.com  
918.914.2159

™



Hope in the Flood
God Can Use You to Make a Difference
by Sam McCullogh

Tuesday, May 21, 2019, Washington County was hit by 
historic flooding. Interiors of homes would be filled by up 
to six feet of standing water. Things happened that home-
owners knew were possible but never expected. People 
were forced to rush out of their homes, taking only what 

they could carry and 
leaving their belongings 
at the mercy of the 
floodwaters. The dev-
astation was real.  

As terrible as it was, 
there was hope in the 
flooding. What hap-
pened in the hours and 
weeks to follow was 
remarkable. People 
who were nothing more 

than neighbors would become family. We witnessed peo-
ple living on the higher ground allowing their neighbors in 
need to store their belongings in their home. As strangers 
helped each other remove precious belongings from 
homes, you couldn’t help but be inspired by the love the 
community showed.   

Once the waters receded, leaving a mess of soggy car-
pet and drywall, the community of Bartlesville once again 

stepped up to the plate. It was time to “muck out” homes. 
This would mean removing all carpet, flooring, and 
effected sheetrock. Several different churches, local 
organizations, and just caring people showed up to homes 
with families in need and put in hours of free labor. Many 
other churches and organizations did their part by provid-
ing food, clothing, cleaning supplies, and shelter. It was — 
and still is — a countywide effort. As Mother Teresa said, 

“Intense love does not measure, it just gives.” This is 
exactly what we’ve seen in the people of Bartlesville.  

As the efforts began, I heard several people say, “My 
hope in humanity has been restored.” We saw hope in the 
flood. With as much negativity as there is in the world, it’s 
amazing to see hope shine in the darkest hours. Our mis-
sion as the church is to unapologetically show the love of 
Christ in everything we do. If a flood shows up, the 
church should show up stronger.  

Life has a way of bringing the unexpected. It’s full of 
dramatic twists and turns. Every day, people walk through 
traumatic experiences, whether it’s a flood or the loss of 
a loved one. Through any of these, we as people and the 
church have an incredible opportunity to bring hope in the 
floods of life. It doesn’t take much to make a difference. 
Just lean in and listen. Be present. God can use you to 
make a difference!  

SAM MCCULLOGH
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709 NE WASHINGTON BLVD.   
BARTLESVILLE, OK 74006    

918-335-3057   |   earnestheatandair.com

TRADE-IN 
ALLOWANCE

FOR 36 MONTHSUP TO

on Qualifying Equipment

OR
Interest will be charged to your account from 
 purchase date if the purchase balance is not  

paid in full within the promotional period.*
$1400

0% APR
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Surprise! 30 Years for Dr. Jeff
Dr. Jeff Grisham Has Provided Excellent Care Since 1989
by Kelsey Walker

Dr. Jeff Grisham provides an excellent standard of care to 
patients at Grisham Eye Associates in Bartlesville, and he’s 
been doing so for 30 years. Known fondly as “Dr. Jeff” by 
staff and patients alike, he joined his father, recently retired 
Dr. Richard Grisham, at Grisham Eye Associates in 1989. 

Several of his support team — the voices and hands 
who stand beside him in clinic and in surgery — along 
with his family, saluted Dr. Jeff’s three decades of service 
to the community. They lauded the integrity, graciousness, 
compassion, and dedication of the devoted family man. 

“We are grateful for his sincere care to his patients and to 
us staff. Thank you, Dr. Jeff. Thumbs up!”  

— Debbie Berry, billing manager, 32 years 

“Dr. Jeff is a man of great integrity with a heart for Jesus. 
He sets a high standard for himself and his employees. 
He strives every day to preserve the gift of vision for all 
his patients.”  

— Denise Barkley, LPN, 27 years 

“Dr. Grisham is a humble, outstanding and passionate per-
son. He always provides comfortable care for his patients 
and staff. … I congratulate him on 30 years!”  

— Samantha Dearman 

“He is a fine Christian doctor and a family man. … He is very 
caring not only for his employees but also to the patients.”  

— Katy Vardeman, 29 years 

“It’s a team effort from Dr. Jeff all the way to the techs. Not 
only do we enjoy working together, but 
we’re there for the patients and to give 
them the best care possible. Dr. Jeff def-
initely shows 110 percent caring attitude 
toward his patients.”  

—Garri Warren, driver, 8 years  

“His patients love and trust him com-
pletely and nowadays that's not an easy 
thing to find in a doctor. He cares for his 
patients and goes above and beyond in 
his care for them, whether in the office or 
operating room.”  

— Terry Castro, COA, 11 years 

“Jeff, congratulations on 30 years of 
excellence in patient care! You have 
bathed both patients and practice in daily 

prayer. Some other keys of Grisham success: Lead by 
example, Christian principles structured in business activ-
ities, respecter of human qualities, keen observation, 
stellar intellect, kind hearted, responsible achiever, seeks 
harmony, a gentleman, a dedicated physician and a top 
drawer boss.”  

— Mark Molder, practice administrator, 5 years 

“Dr. Jeff has always been a very caring and compassionate 
doctor to his patients … His integrity and caring nature for 
his patients and staff is why he is so respected.”  

— Tammy Thornton, COT, 23 years 

“He genuinely cares about each and every patient that 
comes through our doors. He has given the gift of sight to 
many people who otherwise may not even be able to see 

their grandchildren’s faces! …. Congrats 
Dr. Jeff on 30 years of practice, and I 
hope there will be many more to come!”  

— Kelly Dunkle, technician supervisor, 
21 years 

"Dad is a man of integrity: embodying the 
same kindness, dedication, patience and 
thoughtfulness in the office and commu-
nity as he does at home. Mom and all 
four of us kids have always known that 
dad deeply loves God and each one of 
us. Congratulations dad! We love and 
respect you tons!"   
— son Dr. John W. Grisham; daughters 

Amy Claire McMurtrie, Anne Marie 
Grisham and Sarah Jane Grisham; and 

wife Mary Ann Grisham 
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Janice Shippy APRN, DNP

Dr. Danny Holdman is an Okie native with a love of the 
outdoors. He is Board Certified and has extensive practice in 
Emergency Medicine. Danny currently serves as Medical 
Director for SAFE-NOW.

Janice Shippy received her Doctorate of Nursing in 2014 after 
more than 20 years of experience as a Nurse Practitioner. Janice 
has been an instructor for the BSN program at OKWU since 2008 
and recently moved to Bartlesville from Caney.

INTRODUCING

NOW SEEING PATIENTS

Daniel Holdman, MD

918-331-9979
www.primarycareassociatesbartlesville.com

4150 SE Adams Rd
Bartlesville, OK 74006PRIMARYCAREASSOCIATESPLLC

Board Certified by the American Board of Family Medicine
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Tiny Homes, Big Impact
Nehemiah Project Strengthening Westside Neighborhood
by Kelsey Walker

A colorful development of tiny homes is making a big impact 
on the cityscape of west Bartlesville. 

The bright row of homes just off Virginia Avenue, the “Cot-
tages at Sixth Street,” offers residents a simple, scaled-down 
and charming neighborhood. The previously undeveloped lot 
now holds nine units, each 
energy efficient, 544 square feet, 
and with all the amenities — liv-
ing room, dining area, kitchen, 
two bedrooms, bathroom, laun-
dry, a cozy front porch, and a 
cheerful coat of paint. Each unit 
boasts energy efficient windows 
and doors, and each is con-
structed out of structurally 
insulated panels for increased 
insulation. 

The income-based rental 
homes are a project of the 
Nehemiah Community Development Corporation, led by CEO 
and founder Arlando Parker. The nonprofit was created in 2010 
to strengthen families and neighborhoods using a community 
economic development strategy, especially for low-income 
families or those in transition. The nonprofit accomplishes this 
through different programs, including transitional housing, 
sober living housing, and re-entry (after incarceration) housing.  

“We created Nehemiah to accomplish three things within the 
community — provide jobs, provide housing, and also provide 
supportive services to help individuals maintain that housing,” 
Parker says. “We’re trying to help men and women to maintain 
their housing, or deal with barriers that caused them to either 
lose their housing or not have housing at all.” 

Through his work with Nehemiah, Parker had discovered 
need on the west side of Bartlesville for efficient, low-main-
tenance, and simple housing. With a background in 
architecture and real estate development, Parker started 
working on an idea for a new housing development to 

accommodate the demand for smaller independent housing, 
with an emphasis on community. 

“They wanted to purge their stuff, scale down into a smaller 
unit, but there was nothing on the west side comparable to that 
— and their heart was on the west side,” Parker says. 

When he heard about the 
recent popularity of tiny home 
concepts, he traveled across 
several states to view examples 
of tiny homes and different ideas 
of how people could live with 
minimal means. His research led 
to the Cottages at Sixth Street 
concept, which Nehemiah 
started developing approxi-
mately five years ago. 

Construction began in 2017. 
Nine units are currently com-

pleted, and two more phases will bring the total number of tiny 
homes to nearly two dozen. The second phase of seven addi-
tional homes is planned to get underway by the end of 2019, 
and will include three three-bedroom units. An ADA-accessible 
home is among the first phase of completed units. A third 
phase of seven homes will round out the project. 

Despite initial hesitation from the community, the response 
since seeing the colorful cluster of homes has been overwhelm-
ingly supportive. Parker attributes it to the curb appeal and the 
overall product offered. 

“When we first started, we had 60 people on the waiting 
list,” Parker says. “We were sold out even before we built the 
first three. 

“We’re trying to offer a place where you want to live … 
where you desire to live in this housing destination that we’re 
trying to build.” 

For more information about Nehemiah Community Develop-
ment Corporation, visit nehemiahbartlesville.com.



Come celebrate freedom with the gift of sound this year!

FREE In-Office  

Repair on: 
Audina • Phonak • Rexton • 
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®
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FREE  
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At Valley Hope of Cushing, your recovery 
starts with compassion and understanding. 

For you, for your loved one – start the 
healing from addiction today.

Valley Hope Residential Treatment Program
•    Located on a historic acreage in Cushing, Oklahoma. 
•    Full-time care in a structured environment. 
•    Compassionate, comprehensive care delivered by a        
      team of clinical experts.
•    On-site medical detox and MAT therapy options.
•    Family therapy options. 
•    Discharge planning and return to work assistance.
•   Coverage with most insurance plans.

Admissions 24/7  |  800.544.5101 
Call 918.225.1736 to schedule an assessment.

valleyhope.org
100 South Jones Ave. Cushing, OK  74023

Hope. For life.

ADDICTION IS A DISEASE. 
NOT A MORAL FAILURE.

• Retaining Walls 
• Landscaping

• Irrigation 
• Much More

• Garden Gifts 
• Custom Planting 

OPEN: Mon - Fri: 8 am - 5:30 pm. •. Sat: 9 am - 4 pm

111 SE Beck, Bartlesville 

 918-333-3248

Large Selection of 
• Vegetables • Shrubs • Annuals • Perennials

BARTLESVILLE’S  

FAVORITE  
GARDEN  
CENTER



Historic Homes & Buildings
Bartlesville Boasts a Variety of Architectural Styles
by Mike Wilt

When Bartlesville became incor-
porated as a city in 1897 the 
population was less than 500. Dur-
ing the ensuing decade, the 
discovery of “black gold” fueled sig-
nificant growth in the number of 
residents, businesses, schools, and 

churches. By Statehood Day in 
November of 1907 the town’s popu-
lation had increased to over 4,200. 

It was also during the early years 
of the 20th century that numerous 
interesting homes and sturdy build-

ings were constructed. Today, one 
can leisurely drive around town and 
still catch sight of many historic res-
idences displaying a variety of 
architectural styles and historic 
buildings that are enjoying new life 
in modern times.

The grand Frank Phillips Home at 1107 S. Chero-
kee Avenue was not the family’s first house in 
Bartlesville. Many may not realize that Frank and Jane 
and their eight-year-old son, John, lived in a modest 
abode at 1007 S. Johnstone from 1905 to 1909 when 
the stately, red brick mansion was completed.  

1905 was a very good year for “Uncle Frank.” First, 
he and brother, L.E., organized the Citizens Bank & 
Trust in July. After three disappointing wells, the 
Phillips brothers’ fourth well, the Anna Anderson, came in as a gusher in September. 
And in October, the Phillips family moved into their first home.  

Frank paid $2,600 for the lot on which he had constructed a comfortable two-story 
frame house with a front porch. With cigar in hand, Frank enjoyed many evenings in 
his hammock on that porch. Although the home has had several renovations, it still 
retains its original character and charm today.

Jesse Over-
lees first set foot 
in Bartlesville in 
1894 at the age 
of 16. He went on 
to become one of 
the community’s 
most prominent 
citizens. He 
launched a suc-
cessful hardware 
and lumber busi-
ness in 1898. 

Today, Overlees-Woods Lumber Company still bears his name. 
He started the Vitrified Brick Company in 1903. Bricks pro-
duced there were used for many of the town’s buildings, 
streets, and sidewalks. He was among the original stockhold-
ers in the forerunner to the Bartlesville 
Examiner-Enterprise newspaper, and he built the Oklah Opera 

House. The local chamber of commerce and school board also 
benefitted from his service.  

Jesse and his wife, Ethel, and their children had two 
addresses before having a Spanish-style home constructed in 
1929 at 1100 S. Osage, directly behind the Frank Phillips 
Home on Cherokee Avenue. The residence featured a yellow 
ocher stucco with a red tile roof. At one time it sported a porte-
cochere on the east side, but it was eventually enclosed as a 
screened-in porch. A solarium and water fountain allowed the 
Overlees to grow plants and enjoy the sunshine. Jesse and 
Ethel still called the place home at the time of their passing in 
1950 and 1955, respectively.   

William G. “Bill” Creel and his wife, Carol, and their family 
lived in the home from 1962 until the mid-2000s. Bill worked 
for many years for H.C. Price Pipeline Company. Also one of 
this community’s most prominent citizens, Bill served several 
years as president/CEO of the Bartlesville Chamber of Com-
merce after he retired.

Frank & Jane’s First House

Overlees House
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Paul Fridjof Dahlgren was the youngest of five children born to German immi-
grants. Armed with a degree in petroleum engineering at age 20, Dahlgren left 
Chicago, IL for Bartlesville in 1910. His older sister, Marie, was already in town having 
married oilman Henry V. Foster in 1907.   

Dahlgren married Mary McMahn in 1912 and the couple had one son, John H., 
who was born in 1914. Their first home was at 621 S. Johnstone Avenue. In 1950, it 
was purchased by Arnold Moore who moved his funeral home business into the for-

mer residence. The home was torn down, and the corner of 
Adams Blvd. and Johnstone Ave. became the new home of 
the Bartlesville Police Department in 2017.  

In 1933, the Dahlgrens built a large, three-story, Span-
ish-style home with a red tile roof. It featured an enclosed 
courtyard that could only be seen after entering through a 
privacy gate. The interior was highlighted by large rooms, 
vaulted ceilings, and impressive woodwork. The exterior 
was very similar to the La Quinta Mansion that had been 
constructed for Mr. Foster a year earlier in 1932. That’s 

because both were designed by Edward Delk, the man who in 1920 designed Kansas City’s renowned Country Club Plaza. La Quinta 
currently serves as the administration building for Oklahoma Wesleyan University.  

Another oilman would occupy the Dahlgren home for many years. Phillips Petroleum Company CEO C.J. “Pete” Silas, his wife, Theo, 
and their family lived in the home that is tucked away in Country Club Terrace at the bend along Hillcrest Drive at Kane Hill.

Like so many 
other men in the 
very early 1900s, 
Gilbert “Bert” 
Charles Clarke 
came to Okla-
homa seeking 

fortune in the oil business. He arrived from Pennsylvania in 
1904 at the age of 25 and settled in the Ramona-Ochelata 
area with his wife, Winifred. Clarke built a very successful oil 
drilling business and, for many years, performed contract 
work for Phillips Petroleum Company.  

In 1912, the Clarkes moved to a home at 1100 S. Dewey 
Avenue in Bartlesville where they lived until 1927. Their new 
address that year became 1221 S. Dewey Avenue and their 
new home was a grand two-story, Prairie-style edifice that 
featured large windows with decorative semi-circular embell-
ishments. The property also included a detached garage 
with living quarters for servants on the second floor.  

Winifred was a very close friend of Jane Phillips, wife of 
company co-founder Frank Phillips. The two ladies were 
vacationing together in Hollywood, CA in 1938 when 
Winifred got word that her husband had suffered a heart 
attack. With access to a company plane, she was able to 
return to Bartlesville. But Bert suffered a second, fatal attack 
on March 7, 1938.  

Winifred Clarke continued to live at the home and work 
for the company her husband had started before finally retir-
ing in 1968. She passed away in 1971. 

The house at 1424 
S. Delaware Avenue 
was a wedding gift for 
the daughter of a well-
known oilman. Martha 
Jane Phillips was the 
daughter of Lenora and 
L.E. Phillips who, with his brother Frank, 
co-founded Phillips Petroleum Company.  

On October 26, 1929, Martha Jane 
married John Wilbur “Twink” Starr. The 
two met at a fraternity dance when Martha 
Jane was visiting her brother, Lee Jr., at 
the University of Kansas where Twink was 
a football standout.  

In 1930, the couple moved into their new home – a two-story, 
Spanish-style structure with white stucco, a red tile roof, and 
arched windows. Decorative awnings were placed over the west-
facing windows giving them protection from the brutal Oklahoma 
sun. An original star-shaped light fixture with colored glass still 
hangs in the home today.  

But for many locals it is known as the “Kirberger House.” Jody 
and Bill Kirberger arrived in Bartlesville with their four children in 
1957. In 1963, Jody opened the Talisman Gallery. It would be one 
of the state’s most prominent art galleries for 45 years. Also in 
1963, the Kirbergers moved into the house on Delaware. New 
owners would not come along for another 52 years.  

Jody passed away in 2014 at age 84.

Clarke House Kirberger House
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The house at 916 S. Cherokee Avenue just south of Central Middle School was not 
built by the Endacott family, but many refer to it as “The Endacott House.” The two-
story Greek revival structure with four Doric columns was positively stunning upon its 
completion in 1913. The owner was Leroy Keys who had the home constructed for his 
large family.  

Keys was born in 1864 to Cherokee natives forced to Indian Territory via the Trail 
of Tears. Keys operated a livery stable from 1913-1916. He and his wife, “Belle,” had 
five children ages nine to 22 when they moved into the home. Sadly, Belle enjoyed the 
house for only four years. She passed away from appendicitis in 1917.  

Keys sold the home in 1920 to Louis Caldwell Pollock. Once the owner of the Right 
Way Hotel, L.C. Pollock worked for the Home Savings and Loan Association of 
Bartlesville. In 1933, he moved his family to Oklahoma City. It was then the Pollocks’ 
home became the Endacotts’ home.  

In the early 1920s, Paul Endacott was an academic and athletic standout at the 
University of Kansas. Legendary coach Phog Allen said Endacott was the greatest 
player he ever coached. That high praise takes on added significance when one real-
izes that Allen coached for 37 years from 1919 to 1956.  

Phillips Petroleum Company brought Endacott to town in 1927. He married Lucille Easter, a high school teacher, in 1930. After a stint in 
Detroit, MI, the couple made their home on Cherokee Avenue along with their two sons. Paul Endacott spent 44 years with Phillips before 
retiring in the upper echelon of the company in 1967.  

Paul and Lucille passed away within ten months of each other in 1997, fittingly, one year after their 66th wedding anniversary. 

Of the thousands of people who moved to 
Bartlesville in the early 1900s, very few could say they 
came here to drive a nitroglycerin wagon for the Amer-
ican Torpedo Company. But Clyde Hamilton 
Alexander did just that in 1905. He had one of the 
most dangerous jobs in the oil patch – transporting 
explosives to be used in developing new wells.  

In 1917, Frank Phillips invited Alexander to join 
his company as the general superintendent of pro-
duction. Six years later, Alexander had rocketed to 
the top of the corporate ladder to become vice president of Phillips 
Petroleum Company. Clyde Lake below Frank’s beloved Woolaroc lodge 
was named for Alexander. Even though the relationship later soured, and 
Alexander left the company, Frank insisted the name remain.  

But all was still good in 1927 when Alexander had a magnificent man-
sion constructed at 535 E. 14th Street along present-day Shawnee 
Avenue. The enormous edifice featured pediment dormer windows on 
the third floor and curved windows on the first floor. Stately columns 
supported a small portico in front and a porte-cochere provided easy 
access to the kitchen in the back. As with other homes of the time, a 
detached three-bay garage included servants’ living quarters on the second floor.   

Charles Doornbos and his family moved into the home when the Alexanders departed for Texas in 1940. Doornbos 
was married to Ruth Daniel Foster, daughter of oilman H.V. Foster. Doornbos worked for Foster Petroleum and served 14 
years in the Oklahoma House of Representatives. The couple lived in the home with their daughter and two sons until 
1948.  

Endacott House

Alexander House
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The northeast corner of what is today Silver Lake and Price 
Road was considered the countryside in 1945. That is the year 
Newell “Budge” Welty embarked on a new home deliberately built 
to look old.  

Welty’s father, Noble, moved from Kansas to Bartlesville in 
1915 to buy the Bartlesville Examiner, the town’s morning news-
paper. Budge was the vice president of the Examiner Company 
when he commissioned Charles Dilbeck to design a new home 
along what was then the old Tulsa Road and Hillcrest Drive. Dil-
beck was a renowned Dallas architect who spent his early 
professional years in Tulsa. The “Mission Ranch House” had a 

rustic stone exterior with an irregular, wooden shingle roof. The one-story structure also featured uneven floors with 
single steps up and down connecting the various rooms.  

The Welty family lived in the house for a brief five years before selling the property to Albert E. Buell, a chemical 
engineer with Phillips Petroleum Company. He and his wife, Bernice, lived there until 1978 when their son, Barry, 
and his wife, Joy, moved into the home.

It’s somehow 
fitting that a wildly 
popular place for 
locals to get their 
morning motors 
running was once 

home to several automobile dealerships. A decidedly downtown des-
tination at 200 SE Fourth Street, Outpost Coffee serves up copious 
cups of caffeine in the former confines of convertibles and Chieftains.  

One of the early car dealers was Fred Schneider Sr. He moved 
his wife, Mary Ellen, and their son, Fred Jr., to Bartlesville from Bon-
ner Springs, Kansas before World War II. Fred Sr. opened a Pontiac 
dealership on the northeast corner of Fourth Street and Dewey 
Avenue. However, Fred Sr. closed the dealership during the war years 
and operated a Frigidaire retail store. A graduate of Bartlesville’s Col-
lege High School, Fred. Jr. joined his father’s businesses after serving 
his country as a WW II navigator for the U.S. Army Air Force aboard 
a B-29 Superfortress. 

Cecil Oakley owned a Pontiac dealership in Cherokee, OK and 
was looking to buy a second one. He purchased the Bartlesville deal-
ership from Schneider in 1958 when Fred Sr. decided to relocate to 
Omaha, NE. Back in the day, motorists would visit Oakley’s white 
brick building to have their cars washed and lubed. The red brick 
building next door was Oakley’s showroom along with the service 
and parts departments. It’s currently the home of the Bartlesville 
Community Foundation.  

In 1961, the Oakley dealership moved to a location just off Frank 
Phillips Blvd. and Cherokee Avenue. It would operate there for 48 
years before moving to Highway 75 in 2009. (Now Patriot Chevrolet)  

Today, Oakley Pontiac’s first Bartlesville home is a premium cof-
fee roastery and café. It is operated by self-described coffee fanatics 
who proudly own a rare piece of machinery – a 1985 handcrafted 
West German roaster – that they use to craft small batches to order.  

Outpost Coffee is open 6 a.m. to 2 p.m. weekdays and 7 a.m. to 
2p.m. on Saturdays.

The first bank on the 
corner of what today is 
Frank Phillips Blvd. and 
Johnstone Avenue was 
the American National 
Bank in 1909. Union 
National Bank acquired 
American National and 
moved into the two-story structure. Five 
more stories were added in 1920.  

The original first two stories were cov-
ered in a cement plaster with cut-stone 
ornaments while the additional five stories 
featured red brick. The bank was located on 
the first floor and the professional offices of 
physicians, lawyers, accountants, and oil 
companies, including (H.V.) Foster Petroleum, occupied the other floors.  

  By the mid-1970s, what is now known as the Arvest Bank Tower 
had been “modernized” with a new façade of exposed aggregate panels 
and slit windows of black glass. In 2004, Arvest officials decided to 
restore the downtown building to its original historic appearance. Arvest 
employed the services of Ambler Architects and Architectural Fabricators 
Company, both of Bartlesville, to bring the building back to its former 
glory. It was determined that if the project was done correctly it would 
be eligible for historic tax credits equal to 40 percent of the cost.   

By working closely with the State Historic Preservation Office and 
the National Park Service, Ambler Architects carefully researched the 
original materials and details used in the construction of the building. 
Some materials such as cement plaster and iron railings were readily 
available while others such as the original steel windows were no longer 
produced. Consequently, the occupants of the tower lived with no win-
dows for nearly nine months while custom windows were built to the 
original specifications and upgraded to current standards. 

The project was completed in 2005.

Welty House

Outpost Coffee Arvest Bank Tower
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Early records indicate that in 1930 Adrin Perkins was 20 years old when 
he was living in Bartlesville with his parents and five siblings. He married in 
1931 and worked as a cabinet maker at the Overlees-Kruse Lumber Com-
pany from 1935-1940. In 1941, he opened his own business, the Perkins 
Cabinet Shop, at 815 Shawnee Avenue. In 1946, he moved the business to 
a structure on the northeast corner of what is today Frank Phillips Blvd. and 
Wyandotte Avenue.  

Built around 1910, the structure housed the Capital Hill Meat and Gro-
cery Store from 1912 to 1919. A boarding house was located on the second 
floor. From 1920 to 1922, the Capital Hill Auto Top Factory occupied the 
corner. Grocery stores returned and operated until the 1940s when Perkins 
came along in 1946. Adrin and his brother, Darwin, performed millwork, 
crafted glass and mirrors, and sold Pittsburgh Paint for the next five 
decades. Afterwards, the building sat empty for two decades.  

Enter longtime cardiologist and founding partner of BlueStem Cardiol-
ogy Dr. Pat Tinker. In 2016, Dr. Tinker and his wife, Christina, purchased the 
vacant property and began renovations that would preserve the original 
brick structure. New space was added to the north and east sides to create 
an exciting new restaurant – Tinker’s Glass House Bar and Grill. During ren-
ovations, the Tinkers worked with architects and designers to build a space 
that honors “The Old” and celebrates “The New.” 

The exterior wonderfully displays the rich history of the building while 
the interior boasts a tastefully modern appearance. A large main dining area 
is located on the first floor with an equally large bar and private dining room 
on the second floor. A spacious patio rests on the west side of the ground 
level while another outdoor area sits on the east side of the second floor.  

A popular place for house-made artisan breads, signature sandwiches, 
and wood-fired meats, Tinker’s is open 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday.

Directly across the street from the small coffee shop is a mammoth 
building that has been part of Bartlesville’s skyline for 100 years. Sitting 
on the southwest corner of Fourth Street and Dewey Avenue is a large 
edifice that has been owned and primarily occupied by Rogers State Uni-
versity since 2005.  

The towering structure was funded by Dr. Howard Weber. A Pennsyl-
vania physician who found his way to Bartlesville in 1905, Dr. Weber 
quickly became a leader in the development of oil fields including the 
famous Weber pool east of Dewey and the Cushing pool, one of the best-
producing fields in the state.  

Construction began in June of 1917 and it was completed in Jan-
uary of 1919. The building cost $525,000, the equivalent of $11.3 
million today.  

It became the home for the Cities Service Oil Company as well as the 
local Masonic Lodge. (Dr. Weber was a 33rd degree Mason.) The building 
contained nine floors and encompassed 170,000 square feet with the 
majestic Masonic Lodge on the top floor. The ornate facade of the build-
ing was constructed of cut stone and brick. The interior of the first-floor 
lobby was adorned with high-quality materials including marble and 
ornate light fixtures. Because both the first floor and ninth floor contain 
doubly high ceilings, the building stands much taller than a traditional 
nine-floor structure.  

Cities Service, which became the tenth largest oil company in Amer-
ica and a leader in petroleum research, occupied the building until it 
departed Bartlesville for Tulsa in 1971. The building then became the 
home of the REDA Pump Company.  

REDA was an acronym for Russian Electrical Dynamo of Arutunoff. 
Armais Arutunoff emigrated to the U.S. in 1923 and landed in Bartlesville 

in 1928 having developed a submergible motor and pump for use in the 
oil well production. His company, Bart Manufacturing, was located on 
nine acres northwest of downtown. In 1969, REDA merged with TRW and 
acquired the Cities Service building. In the late 1990s, the company 
became Schlumberger-REDA. In 2004, it sold the building at 401 S. 
Dewey to RSU.  

Improvements in lighting, HVAC, fire suppression, and security have 
been made to the interior of the building to better accommodate the 
classrooms, offices, and labs on the sixth and seventh floors. The Enroll-
ment Center and bookstore are located on the first floor. Other floors 
contain a variety of professional offices.  

Improvements to the exterior have allowed the building to maintain 
an appearance that is very similar to the original. While the windows are 
energy-efficient and contain a light tint, they closely resemble the original 
plate glass windows from those early years. 

Editor’s Note: The author gratefully acknowledges the work of Vicki 
Stewart, Debbie Neece, and Barbara Garrison (a.k.a The Bartlesville 

Booksters) who authored the wonderful book “If Bartlesville’s Walls 
Could Talk” which provided the primary source material for this article.

RSU Building
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A mystery right under everyone’s noses. So, this is going 
to be weird — you ready? There’s a house inside a building. 
And to be weirder, I’m sure you’ve driven past it a million 
times and didn’t know that’s what was going on inside. To 
take the weirdness a little further, no one seems to know 
what’s up with it. Now, this probably isn’t on the level of the 
Coral Castle, or the Roanoke Colony, or where Jimmy Hoffa 
ended up or any of that, but definitely weird nonetheless.  

The first thing you probably ask is: Where is this building 
located? It’s in the middle of downtown, at 311 South Dewey 
to be exact. It’s that building with the green facade that 
you’ve probably driven past a thousand times without think-
ing anything about it.  

According to Bartlesville History Museum Collections 
Manager Debbie Neece, the bizarre stuff starts on the second 
floor.  

“There’s a door that when you open, it sounds like Hal-
loween; it’s seriously creepy,” she said.  

“It’s like the entire upstairs just stood still; it looks like the 
60s or even earlier. There’s older stools and tub; the refriger-
ator is an older one. The linoleum is just standing in time.” 

She said the discovery was made recently, when one of 
the two owners of the property decided to sell, but he doesn’t 
know anything about how the building came to be like it is.  

“There used to be a porch on the south and west of that 
building that allowed fire egress and breeze from the south, 
much like the RSU building and the Pioneer Telephone 
buildings. There were two windows and a screen door 
access to the porch on the south side. When that side of the 
building was bricked, they bricked straight across, bypass-
ing the porch inset,” she said. “This section of the ‘House 
Inside a Building’ has been hidden for many years.”  

She said that some indication of the last time the building 
was used was found on a fire extinguisher inside.  

“I took a picture of the fire extinguisher, and the last time it 
was checked was in 1975, so it has been sitting vacant for 
years and years. The wiring in there is pretty bizarre, and I 
wouldn’t want to trust it,” she said.  

Another strange thing about the house is that there are 
additions that seemingly go nowhere.  

“There’s windows that are bricked up that didn’t seem 
like they looked at anything and there’s a skylight that 

goes nowhere; it’s all bizarre,” she said. “One side of the 
house does not have that much furniture, while the other 
side is full, and there are ceilings falling.”  

Neece said that the property will be good for someone 
willing to work on it, but we may never know what led to its 
present condition.  

“It’s still a viable building, it just needs some cleanup. 
We don’t know when it was modified to be like this.”  

Very interesting, and to be continued no doubt.  

A House Inside a Building
Downtown Building Contains a Secret Many Don’t Know
by Tim Hudson
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Safe Sitters
JPMC Babysitting Classes Can Help Save Lives
by Julie Blount RN, BSN, IBCLC

An adult babysitter was feeding 
an 18-month-old child when the 
child began to choke. The sitter did 
not know what to do, so she called 
an ambulance. The child was taken 
to the hospital, but by the time the Dr. 
Patricia Keener arrived to tend to the 
child, it was too late. The child had 
already died.  

Safe Sitter was started by Dr. 
Keener in 1980 as a result of that 
tragedy. She felt it was important for 
young teenage babysitters to know 
what to do if they found themselves in 
a similar situation. 

Jane Phillips Medical Center has 
been offering Safe Sitter babysitting 
classes since 2013. They have two co-
teachers for each class, and they can 
have up to 16 students per class. The 
classes are for students ages 11-14 
years old, and registration is required. 

Jane Phillips provides these 
classes free of charge as a service 
to the community. They teach from, 
and give, each student a handbook 
with information about first aid; 
choking infant and choking child 
rescue (not a certification); CPR for 

infants and children (not a certifica-
tion); staying safe indoors, outdoors, 
and online; and behavior manage-
ment for different stages of a child’s 
life. Lunch and two snacks during 
the day are also provided. 

The information presented in the 
classes has been used by at least one 
student to save her sister’s life.  A few 

summers ago, a student took the Safe 
Sitter class begrudgingly.  She thought 
there were more important things to 
do during the summer.  Just 10 days 
after she took the class, she was 
watching her younger sister. The 
younger girl was eating a boiled egg 
when she started to choke. The Safe 
Sitter graduate knew what to do and 
performed abdominal thrusts (also 
known as the Heimlich Maneuver) on 
her sister. The abdominal thrusts 
worked, the egg was dislodged, and a 
life was saved! 

Jane Phillips Medical Center is 
proud to be able to offer such valuable 
information to the community.  Word 
has gotten out about the classes, and 
they regularly have students from not 
only Bartlesville, but also from Tulsa, 
Owasso, Pawhuska, Skiatook, and 
other communities in Green Country.  

For more information about the 
Safe Sitter classes, call 918-331-1148.

S  kills for airway rescue 
A  wareness of the responsibility of child care 
F  ocus on injury prevention and personal safety 
E  lementary knowledge of the ages and stages of child development 
 
S  ystematic approach to injury management 
I   ntroductory interviewing and business skills 
T  echniques for basic child care 
T  echniques for behavior management 
E  thical and compassionate behavior for babysitting 
R  aised awareness of personal limitations and importance of  

        summoning help promptly

SafeSitter 10 Competencies





Convoy of Hope
Outreach Partnering With Local Organizations for Community Event 

Convoy of Hope is celebrating 25 years of service to tens of 
thousands of “Guests of Honor” at more than 1,200 of its Com-
munity Events. What began as one man’s decision to pursue a 
life of generosity and kindness has started a movement that’s 
changing the world.  

Founder’s Story 

Hal Donaldson, Convoy of Hope’s President, went on a writ-
ing assignment as a young journalist to Kolkata, India, where he 
was faced with what can only be described as the epitome of 
poverty and desperation. On his third trip to the city, he was 
taken to meet none other than Mother Teresa for an interview.  

During their time together, she asked him an interesting 
question: “Young man, what are you doing to help the poor and 
the suffering?” 

Confronted with a question he was never prepared to answer, 
he replied, “I’m not doing much of anything.” 

Her response was even simpler than the question: “Everyone 
can do something.” 

No longer able to escape the guilt of sitting on his hands 
while the world suffered, Hal returned home to California, loaded 
a pickup truck with groceries and supplies, and distributed them 
to families in need. 

That was the beginning of Convoy of Hope’s community out-
reach — an opportunity to help those who need it most.  

Community Events  

On Saturday, August 24, Convoy of Hope will partner with 
local businesses, churches, government agencies, and nonprof-
its to spread kindness to the residents of Bartlesville. The event 
will take place at Johnstone Park, rain or shine. Gates open at 
10 a.m.  

Convoy of Hope and the Bartlesville community will provide 
free groceries, health services, haircuts, family portraits, job 
services, veteran services, a kids zone, a hot meal, new chil-
dren’s shoes, and more while supplies last. Thousands are 
expected to attend and experience a fun-filled day of free food, 
services, and hope.  

Convoy treats each Guest of Honor who attends a Commu-
nity Event with dignity and compassion. The goal of the 
Community Event is to help give guests a hand up during diffi-
cult times. Many are working families who are living in poverty 
or are on the fringes of it.  

“An average Community Event provides between $500,000 
and $1 million worth of goods and services to a community,” 
says Steve Pulis, Senior Director of Community Events at Con-

voy of Hope. “Our Guests of Honor come for the immediate help, 
but end up connecting with resources already available in their 
community. This unique combination makes the day more than 
an event — it provides help, dignity, and true transformation.”  

In 2018, more than 96,000 Guests of Honor were served by 
Convoy of Hope Community Events around the country. At 
these events, more than 42,000 pairs of children’s shoes and 
nearly 162,000 bags of groceries were distributed. More than 
10,835 family portraits were taken.  

Convoy could not accomplish such results without their 
vast network of community partners and volunteers. These 
partnerships build the foundation of every event. Last year, 
more than 27,700 volunteers engaged with Community 
Events, 1,349 partner organizations collaborated with Convoy, 
and 748 church partners provided support to make Commu-
nity Events possible.  

The Convoy of Hope Bartlesville Community Event is a place 
where Guests of Honor can not only get the goods and services 
they need, but they can have a fun day with their family. Learn 
more about the event and join the kindness revolution by visiting 
convoyofhope.org/bartlesville.  

About Convoy of Hope 

Convoy of Hope is a faith- based organization with a driving 
passion to feed the world. With a long history as an early 
responder in times of natural disasters, Convoy of Hope has 
been a Four Star Charity as recognized by Charity Navigator for 
16 consecutive years. Convoy of Hope has served more than 
115 million people since it was founded in 1994. For more infor-
mation please visit convoyofhope.org.

On August 24, Convoy of Hope, partnering with several local  
organizations, will put on a Community Event at Johnstone Park.
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OKM Music Giving Back
OKM Gives Back to Children & Community at Large
by Grace A. Birdman

 Hearing live musicians play onstage at a beautiful venue, the 
magic of a musical puppet show, or the thrill of your very own vio-
lin are experiences many may take for granted. For others in our 
community, these simple and important joys are only made pos-
sible through OKM Music and its year-round work and generosity 
in our city.  

During the 35th festival in June, OKM served over 1,000 area 
children with free concerts, music-related activities, and unique 
educational experiences. But long after the curtain falls on the fes-
tival each year, OKM’s ongoing work in music education continues. 
OKM Chairman of the Board & Artistic Director Mary Lynn Mihm 
says OKM helps bridge the music gap and engages children in the 
arts — and OKM is more committed than ever to increasing aware-
ness of the importance of arts education. “OKM Music gives 
approximately $750,000 of music programming and education 
each year to the community. We’ve had a long-standing tradition 
of bringing quality music, amazing entertainment, and educational 
and cultural experiences to Bartlesville citizens for 35 years,” said 
Mihm. “Three years ago, OKM Music embarked on year-round pro-
gramming with our School Concert Outreach, Salvation Army 
Conservatory, Boys & Girls Club concert outreach events, schol-
arships, and so much more.”  

This summer, OKM will again partner with The Salvation Army 
to host a summer music conservatory. The goal is getting youth 
out of the audience and in direct contact with musicians and 
instruments. “The conservatory provides a wonderful opportunity 
for children during the summer to gain valuable social and cogni-
tive skills through music instruction. Each child receives a violin 
and often two other instruments. They learn hands-on about each 
instrument and receive beginner musical instruction,” said Mihm. 

“Studies show that children who experience music instruction have 
higher spatial temporal reasoning skills.” 

Mihm said OKM is currently working to raise funds for a second 
conservatory for local children at the Boys & Girls Club this sum-
mer. Its goal is to provide 40+ students the opportunity to study 
and learn how to play the ukulele — and at the end of the conser-
vatory the students will get to keep their ukulele.  

“OKM Music Festival served over 1000 children at our musical 
instruction showcases, and we expect to serve over 100 at the Sal-
vation Army and another 40+ at the Boys and Girls Club,” said 
Mihm. “Overall, these programs are amazing, the response is huge, 
and we’re so excited to introduce students to a musical instrument. 
It is truly something that touches our hearts and changes the lives 
of many of these kids.” 

OKM Children’s Programming Director Rose Hammerschmidt 
says OKM’s efforts to reach children through the “No Child Clef 
Behind” program (with scholarships for free musical instruments), 

their summer conservatories, and of course, free & exciting music 
events during the annual festival are the heart and soul of what 
OKM Music is all about. 

“Our children’s festival events were very well attended this year 
and included the introduction of music and art, violin, piano, plus 
dance fun and games. We also want to thank The Gothard Sisters 
for giving such an amazing performance for teens at the Boys & 
Girls Club. This gave older children an opportunity to see and hear 
the sounds of different instruments, as well as tap dance — an 
experience they may not have had before that day,” said Hammer-
schmidt. “Music education begins with children, and what better 
place to instill this idea of playing a musical instrument than 
through OKM. It is the young who will be the ones to carry on the 
OKM Music Festival in the years to come.”  

Mihm said as OKM Music looks to the future, it’s working to 
see music education opportunities grow. In 2020, OKM hopes to 
add a youth Singer/Songwriter Workshop, an Art & Music Emer-
sion Conservatory for children, and a summer learning event in 
multi-cultural immersion where students are introduced to various 
genres of music, art, and cultural experiences.  

“The arts are critical to the existence and health of a community. 
OKM Music believes by providing free programming to the com-
munity’s children, we help give back to citizens and contribute to 
the collaborative efforts of the arts that make Bartlesville an amaz-
ing town to live in,” said Mihm.  “Not many cities our size have a 
ballet, symphony, art association, concert association, a world 
renowned community center, a children’s musical theatre, and a 
music festival now in its 35th year. OKM Music is humbled and 
honored to be a part of this amazing art coalition.”  

To help OKM continue to provide free music education experi-
ences for those in need, visit its website at OKMmusic.org or 
contact them at 918-336-9900.  
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Bringing a New Energy
Former Standout Taking Reins of BHS Volleyball Team
by Maria Gus

There are many things that are impressive about Jen Ward, but 
one stands out — her passion for utilizing the sport of volleyball as 
a tool for building character.  

“We just use volleyball to invest in kids,” said the Bruin volleyball 
coach. “Our goal is to provide a great experience. From there, we 
are teaching them life skills.” Coach Ward sees volleyball as a 
means to help her players understand hard work, team work, play-
ing to win, and perseverance.  

What’s more, Coach Ward is stepping in as the new head 
coach of the Lady Bruin team and is prepared to bring a new 
energy to the program. Seeking a mindset of building teamwork 
above all else, Ward hopes to bring real success to her players. 

“We want our players to believe they can win and to do everything 
in their power to successfully advance their skills, support their 
teammates, and compete to win — that is what it means to win, 
regardless of the score.”  

The incoming team looks to be impressive, including the return 
of two all-conference players in Sydney Collins and Brooke Bluhm. 
Expect to see strong performances from Lydia Knollmeyer and Mia 
Otten. The Bruin lineup rounds out with Alli Wood and Sidney 
Erwin tackling the difficult job of setting, and Anna Hough and 
Tatianna Flores will contribute in the middle. Claire Settle, Hanna 
Lindsly, Jules Ahlert, and Ambry Fischer will compete at the out-
side. Above all, Ward says she is excited to see how the coaching 
staff can combine these individuals into a high-powered team.  

“The first thing we do is build strong relationships with our play-
ers, so that they trust us and are able to accept feedback. We also 
use this relationship-building to get to know what the girls want to 
achieve,” said Ward. “Our commitment is to the player first, and 
the skills second.” 

Not one to focus on herself, Coach Ward was reluctant to share 
her own success as a high school and college basketball and vol-
leyball player. It doesn’t take long to uncover some legendary 
stories from her past. Not only was Ward an exceptional athlete in 
high school (Ward was an All-Stater in both basketball and volley-
ball), she was also a Division I, record-setting volleyball player.  

Ward received a scholarship from the University of Pittsburgh 
to play volleyball and basketball, but due to a shoulder injury she 
ended up only playing volleyball. “Most people know that playing 
two D-I sports is too much,” said Ward, “But you could not have 
convinced 17-year-old me.” 

Ward and her husband, Robert, have been in Bartlesville for six 
years. They have four children, including oldest son Rob, son 
Jared, daughter-in-law Hanna, BHS senior Chris, and eighth-grade 
daughter Kelsey.  

Ward recalled a time when she coached her daughter Kelsey 
during third grade basketball. Her son Chris was in seventh 

grade and told a friend, “I'm at my sister's basketball game and 
my mom is coaching it like it is game 7 of the NBA finals.” With 
a smile, Coach Ward said “He was right then, and is still right 
now. I coach everything like it is Game 7, because what kids 
need more than anything is a positive adult who is as invested 
or more in helping them reach their goals, in helping them see 
how good they could be.”  

Coach Ward says providing a great experience and teaching 
life skills are also a part of what she brings to the classroom. Ward 
teaches American Literature, English Literature, and composition. 

Ward brings many skills with her to the court. This year, she 
hopes to bring the crowds.  

“There is something to be said for our girls showing what they 
can do in front of their friends and family,” said Ward. “We want to 
bring more attention to volleyball within the school and the com-
munity first.” 

Jen Ward set six career school records at the University of Pittsburgh, 
and as a senior in high school was chosen by the Chicago Tribune as 
an Athlete of the Year. Ward’s BHS team opens the season Aug. 13.
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GUEST SPEAKERS: 

BILL SNYDER WYATT THOMPSON

MORE INFORMATION AT WWW.SUPPORTSAMARITAN.ORG

6:00 pm, August 10 

Hilton Garden Inn
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE

The 13th Annual Samaritan 
Sports Spectacular will kick off the 
fall sports season with a fun, sports-
themed event featuring K-State 
legends Bill Snyder and Wyatt 
Thompson, a spirited live auction, 
dozens of silent auction items, and 
tailgating-style fare. But the primary 
purpose of the annual event is to 
raise awareness and generate funds 
for the work of the Samaritan Coun-
seling & Growth Center of Bartlesville. 

Samaritan Counseling & Growth 
Center provides faith-based coun-
seling services for adults, teens, 
adolescents, and children. It does 
so with a focus on the integration of 
mind, body, and spirit. Experienced, 
licensed therapists offer counseling 
for individual, couple, or family 
issues — specializing in various 
areas including depression, anxiety, 
grief, ADHD, abuse issues and 
much more. 

The center was first founded in 
1974 as the Pastoral Counseling 
Foundation and supported by area 
clergy and churches. The early foun-
dation operated out of a house on 
Oak Street, then later at a location on 
Shawnee Avenue. In 2005, the board 
of directors launched a capital cam-
paign to purchase and remodel the 
current location at 245 SE Madison 
Blvd. The center maintains a partner-
ship with the Bartlesville Regional 
United Way and many Bartlesville 
churches of various denominations. 
Accreditation is through the Samari-
tan Institute in Denver, Colo. The 
center operates under the leadership 
of Executive Director Dr. Larry 
Cowan, a licensed professional 
counselor and licensed marital and 
family counselor.  

With a mantra of “You talk. We 
listen. Life gets better,” Samaritan 
Counseling & Growth Center served 
900 individuals in 2018, with 
approximately 4,850 counseling 
sessions. The Sports Spectacular is 
the largest annual fundraiser for the 
center, with about 300 people in 
attendance. Funds from the event 
— typically around $50,000 — go 
toward subsidizing payments for 
clients, as well as overall operating 
costs of the center.  

“For families that come in who are 
at a lower income or don’t have the 
means to pay for counseling hours, 
we have funds generated to assist 
with that and to be able to provide 
for the community,” says Kristin Curd, 
Sports Spectacular Event Chair. “We 
don’t ever want to turn people away.” 

The 13th annual Samaritan Sports 
Spectacular is scheduled for Satur-
day, Aug. 10 at the Hilton Garden Inn. 
Dress is casual and guests are 
encouraged to sport gear from their 
favorite sports teams or colors. Fes-
tivities begin at 6 p.m. and include 
dinner, a cash bar, and “candy bar.” 
A large silent auction will be followed 

by a smaller live auction led by auc-
tioneer Roger Skelly. 

Award-winning K-State football 
coach Bill Snyder and sportscaster 
Wyatt Thompson will speak during 
the event. 

Snyder is the winningest coach in 
the history of K-State football with a 
215-117-1 record and he is in the 
College Football Hall of Fame. He left 
K-State as the 20th winningest 
coach in FBS history, and currently 
ranks second among active FBS 
coaches in wins. Under Snyder, K-
State was the third-winningest 
program in the Big 12 with 104 total 
league wins since the league was 
formed in 1996. 

Thompson, who is in his 17th year 
as the play-by-play voice of Wildcat 
football and men’s basketball, is a 
four-time winner of the Kansas 
Sportscaster of the Year award by 
the National Sportscasters and 
Sportswriters Association, most 
recently in 2018. 

Individual seats are $30 each, or 
$240 for a table. For more informa-
tion, visit www.supportsamaritan.org. 

Spectacular Support
Sports Spectacular Vital to Counseling Center 
by Kelsey Walker
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